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ABBREVIATIONS 

USED IN THIS WORK, 


A. 0« (preceded by date) . . Law Heports, Appeal Cases, House of Lords, sinoe 

1890 (e.g. [1891] A. 0.) 

A.-Q. . . o . . . Attorney-General 

Act. . . . . . . Acton’s Heports, Piize Causes, 2 vols., 1809 — 1841 

Ad. & El. . • . . Adolphus and Ellis’s Eeports, King’s Bench and 

Queen’s Bench, 12 vols., 1834 — 1842 

Adam .• .. Adam’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 1893 — (current) 

Add. . . . . . . Addams’ Ecclesiastics Reports, 3 vols., 1822 — 1826 

Adv.-Gen. . . . . Advocate-General 

Ale. & N. . , . . Alcock and Napier’s Reports, King’s Bench (Ireland), 

1 voL, 1813—1833 

Ale. Reg. Gas. . . . . Alcock’s Registry Cases (Ireland), 1 vol., 1832 — 1841 

Aleyn , . . . . . Aleyn’s R^orts, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1646 — 1649 

Amo. . . . . . . Ambler’s Sports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1726 — 1783 

And. . . . . . . Anderson’s Iteports, Common Pleas, fol., 2 parts in 

one vol., 1636 — 1606 

Andr. . . . . . . Andrews’ Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1737 — 

1740 

Anon. . . . . . . Anonymous 

Anst. . . . . . . Anstruther’s Reports, Exchequer, 3 vols., 1792 — 1797 

App. Cas. . . . . Law Reports, Appeal Cases, House of Lords, 16 vols., 

1876—1890 

Arkley . . . . . . Arkley’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 1 vol., 1846 — 

1848 

Arm. M. & O. . • . . Armstrong, Macartney, and Ogle’s Civil and Criminal 

Reports (Ireland), 1840 — 1842 

Am. . . . . . . Arnold’s Reports, Common Pleas, 2 vols., 1838 — 1839 

Am. & H. . . . . Arnold and Hodges’ Reports, Queen’s Bench, 1 vol., 

1840—1841 

Asp. M. L. O. . , . . Aspinall's Maritime Law Cases, 1870 — (current) 

Ashb. . . . . . . Ashbumer’s Principles of Equity, 1902 

Atk. . . . . . . Atkyns’ Reports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1736 — 1764 

Ayl. Pan. . . . . Ayliffe’s New Pandect of Roman Civil Law 

Ayl. Par. . . . , Ayliffe’s Parergon Juris Canonici Anglican! 

B. & Ad. . . . . . . Bamewall and Adolphus’ Reports, King’s Bench, 

6 vols., 1830—1834 

B. & Aid. . . . . Bamewall and Alderson’s Reports, King’s Bench, 

6 vols., 1817—1822 

B. & O. . . . . . . Bamewall and Cresswell’s Reports, King’s Bench, 

10 vols., 1822—1830 

B. & S. « . . . . . Best and Smith’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 10 vols., 

1861— 1870 

Bac. Abr. . . . . Bacon’s Abridgment 

Bail Ot. Gas. . . . . Bail Court Oases (Lowndes and Maxwell), 1 vol., 

1862— 1854 

Baild. . . , , . , Baildon’s Select Cases in Chancery (Selden Society, 

Vol. X.) 

Ball & B. . • , . Ball and Beatty’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1807—1814 

. . Bankruptcy and Insolvency Reports, 2 vols., 1863 — 
1866 


Bankr. Ins. R» 
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Abbreviations. 


Bar. & Arn. 

Bar. & Aust. 

Bam. (oh.) 

Bam. (K. B.) 

Barnes 

Bait. 

JBeati. • • 

Beay. 

Bear. & Wal. 

Boaw. 

Bellewe . . 

Bell, 0.0. 

Bell, Ct. of Sees. 

Bell, Ct. of Sees. fol. 

Bell, Diet. Deo. 

Bell, Sc. App. . . 

Belt’s Sup. 

Beni. 

Ben, AD. 

Bing 

Bing. (n. o.) 

Bitt. Prac. Oas. . . 

Bitt. Bep. in Oh. 

Bl. Com. . . 

Bl. D. & Osb. . . 

Bli 

Bli. (n. 8.) 

Bos. A P. 

Bos. A P. (N. R.) 

Bract. 

Bro. Abr. 

Bro. 0. 0, 

Bra Ecc. Bep. . 

Bro. (N. 0.) 

Bro. Pari, Gas. . 
Bro. Supp. to Mor. 

Bro. Synop, 

Bxod. A Bing. . . 


Barron A Arnold’s Election Oases, 1 vol., 1843—1846 
Barron A Austin’s Election Gases, 1 vol., 1842 
Bamardiston’s Beports, Chancery, fol., 1 voL, 1740— 
1741 

Barnardiston’s Beports, Sling’s Bench, fol., 2 vole., 
1726—1734 

Barnes’ Notes of Oases of Practice, Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1732— 1760 

Batty’s Beports, Bing’s Bench (Ireland), 1 vol., 1826 
—1826 

Beatty’s Beports, Chancery (Ireland), 1 vol., 1813— 
1830 

Beavan’s Beports, Bolls Goiirt, 36 vols., 1838 — 1866 
Beavan and Walford’s Bailway Parliamentary Oases, 
1 vol., 1846 

Bea wee’s I^ex Mercatoria 

Belle we’s Oases temp. Bichard II., King’s Bench, 
1 vol. 

T. Bell’s Crown Oases Reserved, 1 vol., 1838 — 1860 
B. Bell’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1790—1792 

B. Bell’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1794—1795 

S. S. Bell’s Dictionary of Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 2 vols., 1808—1833 
S. S. Bell’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 7 vols. , 
1842—1850 

Belt’s Supplement to Vesey Sen., Chancery, 1 vol., 
1746—1756 

Beuloe’s (or Bendloe’s) Beports, King’s Bench and 
Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1515 — 1627 
Benloe and Dalison’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 

1 vol., 1357—1579 

Bingham’s Beports, Common Pleas, 10 vols., 1822— 
1834 

Bingham’s New Cases, Common Pleas, 6 vols., 1834 
—1840 

Bittleston’s Practice Cases in Chambers under the 
Judicature Acts, 1873 and 1876, 1 vol., 1876—1876 
Bittleston’s Reports in Chambers (Queen’s Bench 
Division), 1 vol.^ 1883 — 1884 
Blackstone’s Commentaries 

Blackham, Dundas, and Osborne’s Beports, Practice 
and Nisi Prius (Ireland), 1 vol., 1846—1848 
Bligh’s Beports, House of Lords, 4 vols., 1819 — 1821 
Bligh’s Beports, House of Lords, New Series, 11 
vols., 1827—1837 

Bosanquet and Puller’s Beports, Common Pleas, 
3 vols,, 1796—1804 

Bosanquet and Puller’s New Beports, Common Pleas, 

2 vols., 1804—1807 

Bracton De Legibus et Consuetudinibus Anglise 
Sir J. Brooke’s Abridgment 

W. Brown’s Chancery Reports 4 vols., 1778 — 1794 
W. G. Brooke’s Ecdesiastical Reports, Privy Cotmcil, 
1 vol., 1860—1872 

Sir B. Brooke’s New Oases, 1 vol, 1616 — 1668 
J. Brown’s Cases in Parliament, 8 vols., 1702 — 1800 
M. P. Brown’s Supplement to Morison’s Dictionary 
of Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 6 vols. 
M. P. Brown’s Synopsis of Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 4 vols., 1632—1827 
Broderip and Bingham’s Beports, Common Pleas, 

3 vols., 1819—1822 
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Brod. A P. . . . . Brodrick and Premantle’e PcclestaBtioal Beports, 

Privy Council, 1 vol., 1705 — 1864 

Broun . . . . . , Broiin’s Justiciary Beports (Scotland), 2 vols,, 1842— 

1845 

Brown. A Lush. . . Browning and Lushington’a Beports, Admiralty, 

1 vol., 1863—1866 

Brownl. . . . . . . Brownlow and Qoldesborough’s Beports, Common 

Pleas, 2 parts, 1569 — 1624 

Bruce .. .. .. Bruce’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 1714 

—1715 

Buchan. . . Buchanan’s Beports, Court of Session and J usticiary 

(Scotland), 1806—1813 

Buck , . . . . . Buck’s Cases in Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 1816 — 1820 

Bulst. . . . . Bulstrode’s Reports, King’s Bench, foL, 3 parts in 

1 vol., 1610—1626 

Bunb. . . . . . . Bunbury’s Reports, Exchequer, foL, 1 vol., 1713—1741 

Burr. .. .. .. Barrow’s Beports, King’s Bench, 5 vols., 1766 — 1772 

Burr. S. C. . . . . Burrow’s Settlement Cases, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 

1733—1776 

Burrell . . . . . . Burrell’s Reports, Admiralty, ed. by Marsden, I voL, 

1648—1810 

C. A. . . . . . . Court of Appeal 

C. B. . . . . Common Bench Beports, 18 vols., 1845 — 1856 

C. B. (n. 8.) . . . . Common Bench Beports, New Series, 20 vols., 1856 — 

1865 

C. C. A. . . . . . . Court of Criminal Appeal 

C. C. Ct. Cas. .. Central Oriininal Court Cases (Sessions Papers), 1834 

— (current) 

C. L. B. . . . . . . Common liaw Reports, 3 vols., 1853 — 1855 

C. P. D. . . . . , . Law Reports, Common Pleas Division, 5 vols., 1875 

—1880 

C. & P. , . . . . . Carrington and Payne’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 9 vols., 

1823—1841 

Cab. & El. . , . . Cabab5 and Ellis’s Beports, Queen’s Bench Division, 

1 vol., 1882—1885 

Cald. Mag. Cas. . . Caldecott’s Magistrates Oases, 1 vol., 1777 — 1786 

Calth. . . . . . . Oalthrop’s City of London Oases, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 

1609—1618 

Camp. . . , . . . Campbell’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 4 vols., 1807 — 1816 

Carp. Pat. Cas. . . . Carpmael’s Patent Cases, 2 vols., 1602 — 1842 

Car. & Kir. . . . . Carrington and Kirwan’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 3 vols., 

1843—1853 

Car. & M. . . . . Carrington and Marshman’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 

1 vol., 1841—1843 

Cart. . . . . . . Carter’s Beports, Common Pleas, fob, 1 vol., 1664 — 

1673 

Carth. . , . . Carthew’s Beports, King’s Bench, fob, 1 vob, 1687 — 

1700 

Cary . . . . Cary’s Beports, Chancery, 1 vol. 

Cas. in Ch. . . Cases in Chancery, fob, 3 parts, 1660 — 1697 

Gas. Pract. K. B. . . Cases of Practice, King’s Bench, 1 vob, 1655 — 1775 

Cas. Sett. . . . . Cases of Settlements and Removals, 1 vob, 1689 — 

1727 

Cas, temp^ Finch . . Cases temp. Finch, Chancery, fob, 1 vob, 1673 — 1680 

Oas. temp. King . . Select Cases temp. King, Chancery, fob, 1 vob, 1724 

—1733 

Oas. temp. Talb. . . . . Cases in Bqiuly temp. Talbot, fob, 1 vob, 1730 — 1737 

Ch. (preyed by date) . . Law Beports, Chancery Division, since 1890 (c.y., 

[1891] 1 Oh.) 

Oh. App. . . . . , . Law Reports, (^ancery Appeals, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 

Ch. D. . . , . . , Law Beports, Chancery Division, 45 vols., 1875 — 1890 

Ch. Bob. , , * , . . Christopner Robinson’s Beports, Admiralty, 6 vols., 

1798 —1808 
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Abbreviations. 


Char. Pr. Oas. . . 

Char. Cham. Cas. 

CL & Fin 

Clay. 

Clif . & Rick. 

Clif. & Stepb. . . 

Cockb. & Rowo . 

Co. Ent. . 

Co. lust. . . 

Co. liitt. . . 

Co. Rep, . . 

Coll. 

Coll. JuiiJ. 

Colics 

Colt 

Com. 

Com. Oas. 

Com. Dig. 

Comb. 

Con. & Law. 

Cooke & Al. 

Cooke, Pr. Cas. 

Cooke, Pr. Reg. . . 

Coop. G. . . 

Coop. Pr. Cas. . . 

Coop, temp, Brough. , , 

Coop. temp. Cott. 

Corb. & D, 

Couper . . 

Cowp. . . 

Cox, 0. 0. 

Cox & Atk. 

Cox, Eq. Oas. 

Cox, M. & H 


Or. & J. , . 


Or. & M. . . 


Or. M. ft B. 


Or. ftPh. 

Cr. App. Rep. . * 
Craw, ft D. 


Charley’s New Practice Reports, 3 vols.| 1875—1876 
Charley’s Chamber Cases, 1 voL, 1875 — 1876 
Chitty’s Practice Reports, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 
1770—1822 

Clark and Finnelly’s Reports, House of Lords, 12 
vols., 1831—1846 

Clayton’s Reports and Pleas of Assises at Yorke, 

1 vol., 1631—1650 

Clifford and Rickards’ Locus Standi Reports, 3 vols., 
1873—1884 

Clifford and Stephens’ Locus Standi Reports, 2 vols., 
1867—1872 

Cockburn and Rowe’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1833 

Coke’s Enti-ies 

Coke’s Institutes 

Coke on Littleton (1 Inst.) 

Coke’s Reports, 13 parts, 1572 — 1616 
Collyer’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1844 — 1846 
Collectanea Juridica, 2 vols. 

Colies’ Cases in Parliament, 1 vol., 1697 — 1713 
Coltman’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1879 — 1885 
Comyns’ Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, and 
Exchequer, fol., 2 vols., 1695 — 1740 
Commercial Cases, 1895 — (current) 

Comyns’ Digest 

Oomberbaclrs Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 
1685—1698 

Connor and Lawson’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1841—1843 

Cooke and Alcock’s Reports, King’s Bench (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1833—1834 

Cooke’s Practice Reports, Common Pleas, 1 vol., 
1706—1747 

Cooke’s Practical Register of the Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1702—1742 

O. Cooper’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1792 — 1815 
C. P. Cooper’s Reports, Chancery Practice, 1 vol., 

1837— 1838 

C. P. Cooler’s Cates ttmp. Brougham, Cl ai. eery, 

1 vol., 1833—1834 

C. P. Cooper’s Cases temp. Cotie nh am, Chanceiy 

2 vols., 1846 — 1848 (and miscellaneous enilier cases 
Coibett and DanieU’s Election Cases, 1 vtl., 1819 
Couper’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 5 vols., 1868 

—1885 

Cowper’s Reports, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 1774 — 
1778 

E. W. Cox’s CiiminalLaw Cases, 1843 — (current) 

Cox and Atkinson’s Registmtion Appeal Cases, 1 vol., 
1843—1846 

S, 0. Cox’s Equity Cases, 2 vols., 1745 — 1797 
Cox, Macrae, and Hertslet’s CJounty Coiu ts Cases and 
Appeals, Vol. I., 1846 — 1852 
Crompton and Jervis’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 
1830—1832 

Crompton and Meeson’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 
1832—1834 

Crompton, Meeson, and Roscoe’s Reports, Exchequer, 
2 vols., 1834—1835 

Craig and PhUlips’ Reports, Chancery, 1 voL, 1840 — 
1841 

Cohen’s Criminal Appeal Reports, 1909 — (current) 
Crawford and Dix’s Circuit Oases (Ireland), 3 vols., 

1838 — 1846 



Abbreviations. 


Exidn. 


Oraw. & D. Abr. 0. 


Orefis. Insol V. Oas. 
Oripps* Church Cas. 
Oro. Car. 


Cro. Eliz. 

•• 

Cro. Jac. 

. . 

Cru. Dig. 

Cunn. 

•• 

Curt. 


Dalr. 

. . 

Dan. 


Dan. & LI. 

. . 

Day. & Mer. 

. . 

Dav. Pat. Cas. . . 
Dav. Tr. . . 

•• 

Day 


Dea. & Sw. 

• • 

Deac. 

Deac. & Ch. 

•• 

Dears. & B. 

. . 

Dears. C. C. 

Deas & And. 

•• 

De G 


De G. F. & J. . . 

• • 

De G. & J. 

. . 

De G. J. & Sm. . . 

. . 

DeQ. M. & G. .. 

. . 

De 0. & Sm. 

. . 

Delaue . . 

. . 

Den 

Dick 

•• 

Wg 


Dirl 


Dods. 

Donnelly 

•• 

Doug. El. Cas. . . 
Doug. (k. b.) .. 

•• 

Bow 


Dow & 01. 

t s 

Dow. A L. 

• • 


Crawford and Dix’s Abridged Cases (Ireland). 1 yol. 
1837—1838 

Cresswell's Insolvency Cases, 1 voL, 1827 — 1829 
Cripps* Church and Clergy Cases, 2 parts, 1847 — 1850 
Croke's Reports temp, Charles I., King's llench and 
Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1625 — 1641 
Croke’s Reports temp, Elizabeth, King's Bench and 
Common Pleas, 1 voL, 1582 — 1603 
Croke's Reports temp, James L, King's Bench and 
Common Pleas, 1 vol, 1603 — 1625 
Cruise's Digost of the Law of Beal Property, 7 vols. 
Ciiiiningham’s Beports, King's Bench, fol., 1 vol., 
1734—1735 

Curteis' Ecclesiastical Beports, 3 vols., 1834 — 1844 

Dalrymple’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland) 
fol., 1 vol., 1698—1720 

Daniell's Beports, Exchequer in Equity, 1 vol., 1817 
—1823 

Dauson and Lloyd's Mercantile Cases, 1 vol., 1828 — 
1829 

Davison and Merivale's Beports, Queen's Bench, 
1 vol., 1843—1844 

Davies’ Patent Cases, 1 vol., 1785 — 1816 
Davys’ (or Davies’ or Davy's) Beports (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1604-1611 

Day's Election Cases, 1 voL, 1892 — 1893 

Deane and Swabey’s Ecclesiastical Beports, 1 vol., 

1855— 1857 

Deacon's Beports, Bankruptcy, 4 vole., 1834 — 1840 
Deacon and Chitty's Reports, Bankruptcy, 4 vols., 
1832—1835 * 

Dearsly and Bell’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 voL, 

1856— 1858 

Dearsly’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 1852 — 1856 
Deas and Anderson’s Decisions (Scotland), 5 vols., 
1829—1832 

De Gex’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 1844 — 1848 
De Qex, Fisher, and Jones's Reports, Chancejy, 

4 vols., 1859—1862 

De Gex and Jones's Beports, Chancery, 4 vols., 1857 
—1859 

Do Qex, Jones, and Smith’s Beports, Chancery, 

4 vols., 1862—1865 

De Qex, Macnaghten, and Gordon’s Beports, Ohan* 
eery, 8 vols., 1851 — 1857 

De Gex and Smale's Beports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1846 
—1852 

Delane's Decisions, Revision Courts, 1 vol., 1832 — 
1835 

Denison’s Crown Cases Reserved, 2 vols., 1844 — 1852 
Dickens’ Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1559 — 1798 
Justinian’s Digest or Pandects 

Dirleton's Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 voL, 1665—1677 

Dodson's B^orts, Admiralty, 2 vols., 1811 — 1822 
Donnelly’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1836 — 1837 
Douglas* Election Cases, 4 vols., 1774 — 1776 
Douglas' Beports, King's Bench, 4 vols., 1778 — 1785 
Dowjb Beports, House of Lords, 6 vols., 1812 — 1818 
Dow and Clark's Beports, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1827—1832 

Dowling and Lowndes' Practice Beports, 7 vols.. 
1843—1849 
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Dow. A Ry. (k. b.) . . Dowling and Ry land’s Reports, Bang’s Bench, 9 to1s.| 

1822—1827 

Dow. A Ry. (m. o.) . « Dowling and Ryland’s Magistirates* Cases, 4 vol8.> 

1822—1827 

Dow. A By. (n. p.) . . Dowling and Ryland’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 part, 

1822—1823 

Dowl Dowling’s Practice Reports, 9 yols., 1830—1841 

DowL (n. 8.) . . Dowling’s Practice Reports, New Series, 2 vols., 

1841—1843 

Dr. A Wal. Drury and Walsh’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1837—1841 

Dr. A War. . . . . Drury and Warren’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

4 vola, 1841—1843 

Drew. . . . . Drewry’s Reports, Chancery, 4 vols., 1852 — 1859 

Drew. A Sm. . . . . Drewry and Smale’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vole., 1859 

—1865 

Drink water DHnkwater’s Reports, Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1839 

Drury tenip. Nap. . . Drury’s Reports Napier, Chancery (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1858—1859 

Drury temp. Sag. . . Drury’s Reports temp. Sugden, Chancery (Ireland), 

1vol., 1841— 1844 

Dugd. Orig. . . . , Dugdale’s Origines Juridiciales 

Dunl. (Ot. of Seas ) . . Dunlop, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 2nd series, 

24 vols., 1838—1862 

Dunning.. .. .. Dunning’s Reports, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 1753 — 

1754 

Durie • • . • . Durie’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 

1 vol., 1621—1642 

Dyer ,♦ .. . Dyer’s Reports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 1513 — 1581 

£. A B. . • . . . . Ellis and Blackhm u’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 

8 vols., 1852—1858 

£. A E. . . . . . . Ellis and Ellis's Reports, Queen’s Bench, 3 vols., 

1858—1861 

E. B. A E. . . . . Ellis, Blackburn, and Ellis’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 

1 vol., 1858—1860 

Eag. AY. . . . . Eagle and Younge’s Tithe Oases, 4 vols., 1223 — 1825 

East .. .. .. East’s Reports, King’s Bench, 16 vols., 1800 — 1812 

Bast, P. 0, . . . . East’s Pleas of the Crown 

Eco. A Ad. . . . Spinks’ Ecclesiastical and Admiralty Reports, 2 vols. 

1863—1855 

Eden . . . . . . Eden’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1757 — 1766 

Edgar . . . . . . Edgar’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 

1724—1725 

Bdw.^ .. ., .. Edwards’ Reports, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1808 — 1812 

Elchies . . . . . . Elchies’ Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1733—1754 

Eng. Pr. Cas. . , , , Roscoe’s English Prize Oases, 2 vols., 1745 — 1858 

Eq. Cas. Abr. . . . , Abridgment of Cases in Equity, fol., 2 vols., 1667 — 

1744 

Eq. Rep. .. .. Equity Reports, 3 vols., 1853 — 1855 

Esp. . . . . . . Espinasse’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 6 vols., 1793 — 1810 

Exch. .. .. Exchequer Reports (Welsby, Huxlstone, and Gor- 

don), 11 vols., 1847— 1856 

Ex. D. •• •• Law Reports, Exchequer Division, 5 vols., 1875 — 

1880 

F. A F. . . . • , . Foster and Finlason’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 4 vols., 

1856—1867 

F. (Ot. of Seas.) . . Fraser, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 5th series, 

1898—1906 

Fao. Ooll. (with date) . . Faculty of Advocates, Collection of Decisions, Ooturi 

of Session (Scotland), fol., 1st and 2nd series, 
21 vols., 1752—1825 
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Fao. ColL (k. b.) (with Faculty of Advocates, OoUection of Decisions, Ck>urt 
date) of Session (Scotland), New Series, 16 vols., 1825 — 

1841 

Fala •• .. Falconer’s Decisions, Oourt of Session (Scotland), 

2 vols., fol., 1744—1751 

Falc. A Fits. . . . . Falconer and Fitzherbert’s Election Cases, 1 voL, 1835 

—1838 

Ferff. • . • • . . Ferguson’s Oonsistorial Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 

1811—1817 

Fits-G. Fitz-Qibbons’ Beports, King’s Bench, foL, 1 voL, 

1728—1731 

Fits. Nat. Brev. . . Fitzberbert’s Natura Brevium 

FI. & K. . . , . Flanagan and Kelly’s Reports, Bolls Court (Ireland), 

1 v<a., 1840—1842 

Fonbl Fonblanque’s Reports, Bankr uptcy, 2 parts, 1849 — 

1852 

For. . • . , . . FoiTest’e Reports, Exchequer, 1 yoL, 1800 — 1801 

Forb. . . . . . . Forbes* Decisions, Oourt of Session (Scotland), fol., 

1 vol., 1705—1713 

Fort. De liaud. . . Fortescue, De liaudibus Logum Anglise 

Fortes. Rep. .. .. Fortesoue’s Reports, foL, 1 vol., 1692 — 1736 

Fost. . . . . . . Foster’s Crown Cases, 1 vol., 1743 — 1760 

Fount. . . . . . . FountainhaU’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 2 vols., 1678—1712 

Fox & S. Ir. . . . . M. C. Fox and T. B. C. Smith’s Reports, King’s 

Bench (Ireland), 2 vols., 1822 — 1825 

Fox & S. Reg. . . . . J. S. Fox and O. D. Smith’s Registration Cases, 

1 vol., 1886—1895 

Freem. (oh.) .. .. Froeman’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1660 — 1706 

Freem. (K. b.) . • . . Freeman’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common 

Pleas, 1 vol., 1670—1704 


Gal. A Dav. 
Gale 

Gib. Cod. 
Giff. 

Gilb. 


Gilb. C. P. 
Gilb. (oh.) 
Gilm. A F. 


Gl. A J 

Glanv. 

Glanv. El. Cas. . . 
Glascock . . 

Godb 

Gouldsb. . . 

Owdl. .. 


Gale and Davison’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 3 vols., 
1841—1843 

Gale’s R^orts, Exchequer, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 
Gibson’s Codex Juris Ecolesiastici Anglican! 
Gifford’s Reports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1857 — 1865 
Gilbert’s Cases in Law and Equity, 1 vol., 1713 — 
1714 

Gilbert’s History and Practice of the Court of 
Common Pleas 

Gilbert’s Reports, Chancery and Exchequer, fol., 
1 vol., 1706—1726 

Gilmour and Falconer’s Decisions, Court of Session 
Scotland), 2 parts, Part I. (Gilmour) 1661 — 1666, 
Part II. falconer) 1681 — 1686 
Glyn and Jameson’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 vols., 
1819—1828 

Glanville, De Legibus et Consuetudinibus Regni 
Anglise 

GlanviUe’s £Jeotion Cases, 1 vol., 1623 — 1624 
Glascock’s Reports (Ireland), 1 vol., 1831 — 1832 
GkMlbolt’s Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 
and Exchequer, 1 vol., 1574 — 1637 
Gouldsborou^’s Reports, Queen’s Bench and Eling’s 
Bench, 1 vol., 1586—1601 
Cow’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1818 — 1820 
Gwillim’s Tithe Cases, 4 vols., 1224—1824 


H. AO. 
H. AN« 


Hurlstene and Coltman’s Reports, Exchequer, 4 vols., 
1862—1866 

Hurlstone and NpHBW’P Reports, Exchequer, 7 vols.» 
1856—1662 
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H. A Tw. 

• . 

. . 

H. & W. 

• . 


H. L. Cas. 



Hag. Adm. 

, , 

, . 

Hag. Con. 

, , 

. , 

Hag. Bcc. 

. , 

. . 

Hailes 

•• 

•• 

Hale, C. L. 



Hale, P. 0. 


. , 

Har. & Buth. 

•• 

- 

Har. & W. 

. . 

. . 

Hare. 

. • 

. . 

Hard. 



Hare 



Hawk. P. C. 


, , 

Hayes 

•• 

•• 

Hayes & Jo. 

• • 

• • 

Hem. & M. 

• • 

. . 

Het. 

. • 

. . 

Hob. 

• • 

• • 

Hodg. 

• • 

• • 

Hog« •• 

• • 

• • 

Holt (ADM.) 

• • 

• • 

Holt (EQ.) 



Holt (K. B.) 

•• 

•• 

Holt (n. p.) 



Home, Ct. of Sess. 

• • 

Hop. & Celt. 

• • 

• • 

Hop. & Ph. 

s e 

. . 

Horn & H. 

• « 

. • 

Hov. Suppl. 

• • 

• • 

Hud. & B. 

• • 


Hume 

• • 

. . 

Hut. 

• • 

e e 

Hy. Bl. . . 

e e 

* 6e 

L C. L. B. 

• e 


I. Ch. B. 

• e 

• e 

L Eq. B. 

• e 

e e 

LL. B. .. 

e • 

• • 


Abbebviations. 

Hall and Twells* Beports, Ohanoery, 2 Toli., 1848 — 
1850 

Hurlstone and Walmsley’s Beports, Bxohequer* 

1 voL, 1840-^1841 

Clark's Beports, House of Lords, 11 vols., 1847 — 1866 
Haggai'd’s Beports, Admiralty, 3 vols., 1822 — 1838 
Haggard’s Oonsistorial Beportis, 2 vols., 1789 — 1821 
Haggard’s Ecclesiastioal Beports, 4 vols., 1827 — 1833 
HaSes’s Decisions, Court of Session (SooUand), 

2 vols., 1766—1791 
Hale’s Common Law 

Hale's Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Harrison and Butherfurd’s Beports, Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1865—1866 

Harrison and Wollaston’s Beports, King’s Bench 
and Bail Court, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 
Harcarse’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1681—1691 

Hardres’ Beports, Exchequer, fol.,1 vol., 1655 — 1669 
Hare’s Beports, Chanceiy, 11 vols., 1841 — 1853 
Hawkins's Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Hayes's Reports, Exchequer (Ii^eland), 1 vol., 1830 — 
1832 

Hayes and Jones’s Beports, Exchequer (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1832—1834 

Hemming and Miller’s Beports, Chancery, 2 vols., 

1862— 1865 

Hetley’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1627 — 
1631 

Hobart’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1613 
—1625 

Hodges’ Beports, Common Pleas, 3 vols., 1835 — 
1837 

H ogan's Beports, Bolls Court (Ireland), 2 vols., 1816 
—1834 

W Holt’s Buie of the Boad Cases, Admiralty, 1 vol., 

1863— 1867 

W. Holt’s Equity Beports, 1 voL, 1845 
Sir John Holt’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol. 
1688—1710 

F. Holt’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1815 — 1817 
Home’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1735—1744 

Hop wood and Coltman’s Begistration Cases, 2 vols., 
1868—1878 

Hopwood and Philbiick’s Begistration Cases, 1 vol., 
1863—1867 

Horn and Hurlstone’s Beports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 
1838—1839 

Hovenden’s Supplement to Vesey Jun.’s Beports, 
Chancery, 2 vols., 1753 — 1817 
Hudson and Brooke’s Beports, Bong’s Bench and 
Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1827 — 1831 
Hume’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
1 vol., 1781—1822 

Hutton’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1617 — 
1638 

Henry Blackstone’s Beports, Common Pleas, 2 vols., 
1788—1796 

Ir^ Common Law Reports, 17 vols., 1849 — 1666 
Irish Chance^ Beports, 17 vols., 185(>— 1867 
Irish Equity &poro, 13 vols., 1838 — 1851 
Iriib Jaw Sporty, 13 toIs., 1638—1861 
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I. L. T. . . Irish Law Times, 1867 — (current) 

I. B. (preceded by date) Irish Beports, since 1893 [1894] 1 I. B.) 

I. B. 0. L. Irish Beports, Common Law, 11 vols., 1866 — 1877 

I. B. Eq. Irish Beports, Equity, 11 yols., 1866 — 1877 

Ir. Giro. Oas. . . Irish Cii'cuit Cases, 1 voL, 1841 — 1843 

Ir. Jut. . . . . Irish Jurist, 18 vols., 1849 — 1866 

Ir. L. ]^c. let sor. . . Law Beoorder (Ireland) 1st series, 4 vols., 1827 — 

1831 

Ir. L. Bee. (n. s.) . . Law Beoorder (Ireland) New Series, 6 vols., 1833 — 

1838 

Irv. . .. .. Irvine’s Justiciary Beports (Scotland), 5 vols., 1862 — 

1867 

J. Bridg. .. .. Sir John Bridgman’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 

1 vol., 1613—1621 

J. P. . , . . Justice of the Peace, 1837 — (current) 

J. Shaw, Just. . . J. Shaw’s Justiciary Beports (Scotland), 1 voL, 1848 

—1852 

Jac. .. .. .. Jacob’s Beports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1821 — 1823 

Jac. & W. . . . . Jacob and Walker’s BopoHs, Chancery, 2 vols., 1819 

—1821 

Jebb, 0. O. . . . . Jebb’s Crown Cases Beserved (Ireland), 1 vol., 1822 

—1840 

Jebb & B. . . . . Jebb and Bourke’s Beports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1841—1842 

Jebb & S. . . . . Jebb and Symes’ Beports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1838—1841 

Jenk. .. .. .. Jenkins’ Beports, 1 voL, 1220 — 1623 

Jo. & Car. . . . . Jones and Carey’s Beports, Exchequer (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1838—1839 

Jo. & Lat. . . . . Jones and La Touche’s Beports, Chancery (Ireland), 

3 vols., 1844 — 1846 

Jo. Ex. Ir. . . . . T. Jones’ Beports, Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1834 

—1838 

John. . . . . . . Johnson’s Beports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1868 — 1860 

John. & H. . . . . Johnson and lemming’s Beports, Chancery, 2 vols., 

1860—1862 

Jur. . . . . . . Jui-ist Beports, 18 vols., 1837 — 1854 

Jur. (n. b.) .. Jurist Beports, New Series, 12 vols., 1855 — 1867 

Just. Inst. .. Justinian’s Institutes 

K. & G. . . . . Keane and Grant’s Begistration Cases, 1 vol., 1864 — 

1862 

K. & J. . . . . Kay and Johnson’s Reports, Chancery, 4 vols., 

1863—1858 

K. B. (preceded by date) Law Beports, King’s Bench Division, sinoe 1900 

{e.g., [1901] 2 K. B.l 

Karnes, Diet. Deo.’ . . Karnes, Dictionary of Decisions, Court of Session 

(Scotland), fol., 2 vols., 1640 — 1741 

Karnes, Bern. Dec. . . Karnes, Remarkable Decisions, Court of Session 

(Scotland), 2 vols., 1716 — 1752 

Karnes, SeL Deo. . . Karnes, Select Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

1 vol., 1762—1768 

Kay .. .. .. Kay’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1853 — 1854 

Keb. . . . . Keble’s l&ports, fol., 3 vols., 1661 — 1677 

Keen . . Keen’s Beports, Bolls Court, 2 vols., 1836—1838 

KeiL ., .. Keilwey’s Sports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1327 — 

1678 

Kel. . . , . Sir John Kelyng’s Beports, Crown Oases, foL, 1 vol., 

^ , 1662—1707 

KeL W. •• ,, ,, W. Kelynge’s Reports, fol., 1 vol., Chancery, 1730 — 

1732 ; King’s &nch, foL, 1731—1734 

"Qy< Kenyon’s Notes of Cases, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 

1753—1769 
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Abbreviations. 


Keny. (oh.) 

Kilkerran 

E^app . . 
Sji. a Omb. 


Ohancery Cases iu YoL II. of Kenyon’s Notes of 
Oases, 1763—1764 

Kilkerran’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
foL, 1 voL, 1738—1762 

Knapp’s Reports, Privy Council, 3 vole., 1829 — 1836 
Knapp and Ombler’s Election Oases, 1 vol., 1834— 
1836 


L. A 

L. A G-, temjp. Flunk. . . 

L. & G. temj?. Sugd. 

L. & Welsh. 

L. G. B 

L. J 

L. J. (ADM.) 

L. J. (BOY.) 

L. J. (OH.) 

L. J. (o. P.) 

L. J. (eool.) 

L. J. (EX.) 

L. J. (ex. eq.) . . 

L. J. (K. B. oro. B.) .. 

L. J. (m. o.) 

L. J. N. 0 


L. J. (o. 8.) 

L. J.(p.).. .. 

L. J. (p. & M.) . . 

L. J. (p. o.) 

L. J. (P. M. A A.) 

L. M. & P. 


L. B 

L. B. A. & £. . . 

L.B. 0. 0. B. .. 

L. B. O. P. 

L. B. Eq. 
li. B. Exch. 

D. B. XI. D. 


Ii. iB. Ind. ^L^pp. , , 

L. B. Ind. App. Supp. 
Vol. 

L. B. Ir. 

L. B. P. 0 

L. B. P. & D 

L. B, Q. B 

L. B. ^ A Div. 

L. T 

D. T. Jo. 

L. T. (o. s.) 


Lord Advocate 

Lloyd and Goold’s Beports temp, Plunkett, Chancery 
(Ireland), 1 vol., 1834—1839 
Lloyd and Goold’s Beports temp. Sugden, Chancery 
(Ireland), 1 voL, 1835 

Lloyd and Welsby’s Commercial and Mercantile 
Cases, 1 vol., 1829 — 1830 
Local Government Beports, 1902 — (current) 

Law Journal, 1866 — (current) 

Law Journal, Admir^ty, 1865—1876 
Law Journal, Bankruptcy, 1832 — 1880 
Law Journal, Chancery, 1822— (cuirent) 

Law Journal, Common Pleas, 1822 — 1876 
Law Journal, Ecclesiastical Cases, 1866—1875 
Law Journal, Exchequer, 1830 — 1875 
Law Journal, Exchequer in Equity, 1836 — 1841 
Law Journal, KingB Bench or Queen’s Bench, 
1822 — (current) . 

Law Journal, Magistrates’ Cases, 1826 — 1896 
Law Journal, Notes of Cases, 1866 — 1892 (from 1893, 
see Law Jouma^. 

Law Journal, Old Series, 10 vols., 1823 — 1831 
Law Journal, Probate, Divorce and Admiralty, 1876 
— (current) 

Law Journal, Probate and Matrimonial Cases, 1868 — 
1859, 1866—1876 

Law Joumed, Privv Council, 1866 — (current 
Law Journal, Probate, Matrimonial and Admiralty, 
1860—1865 

Lowndes, Maxwell, and Pollock’s Beports, Bail 
Court and Practice, 2 vols., 1850 — 1851 
Law Beports 

Law Beports, Admiralty and Ecclesiastical Cases. 
4 vols., 1866—1876 

Law Beports, Crown Cases Beserved, 2 vols., 1866 — 
1876 

Law Beports, Common Pleas, 10 vols., 1866 — 1876 
Law Beports, Equity Cases, 20 vok., 1865 — 1876 
Law Beports, Exchequer, 10 vols., 1866 — 1875 
Law ^ports, English and Irish Appeals and Peerage 
Claims, House of Lords, 7 vols., 1866 — 1875 
Law Beports, Indian Appeals, Frivy Council, 1873 — 
(current) 

Law Beports, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 
SuTOlement^ Volume, 1872 — 1873 
Law Beports (Ireland), Chancery and Common Law, 
32 vols., 1877—1893 

Law Beports, Privy Coimcil, 6 vols., 1865 — 1876 
Law Beports, Probate and Divorce, 3 vols., 1866 — 
1876 

Law Beports, Queen’s Bench, 10 vols., 1866—1676 
Law BeTOrts, Scotch and Divorce Appeals, House 
of Lords, 2 vols., 1866 — 1876 
Law Times B€q>ortB, 1869 — (current) 

Law Times Newspai>er, 1843 — (current) 

Law Times Beports, Old Series, 34 vols., 1843—1880 
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LaM 

liftt. • • 

Laws. Beg. Oas. 
Ld. Baym. 

Leaoh 

Lee 

Lee temp. Hard. 
Le. & Ca. 

LeoD. 

Lev. 

Lew. 0.0. 

Ley 

Lib. Ass. 

Lilly 

Litt 

Lofft 

Long. AT. 

Lud. E. 0. 
Lumley, P. L. 0. 
I^ush. 

Lut. 

Lut. Beg. Ooa. . . 
Lynd. 


Lane’s Beports» Exchecnier, fuL, 1 voL, 1605 — 1611 
Latoh’sBej^rts, King’sBenoh, fol., 1 voi., 1625--1628 
Lawson’s Begistration Oases, 18S5>— (current) 

Lord Baymond’s Beports, Eing^s Bench and Common 
Pleas, 3 vols., 1694 — 1732 
Leach’s Crown Oases, 2 vole., 1730 — 1814 
Sir G. Lee’s Ecclesiastical Judgments, 2 vols., 1752 — 
1758 

T. Lee’s Oases Hardwicke, King’s Bench, 1 voL, 
1733—1738 

Leigh and Cave’s Grown Oases Beserved, 1 vol., 1861 
—1865 

Jjeonard’s Beports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas 
and Exchequer, fol., 4 ^rts, 1552 — 1615 
Levinz’s Beports, King’s ^nch and Common Pleas, 
fol., 3 vols., 1660—1696 

Lewin’s Crown Cases on the Northern Circuit, 
2 vols., 1822—1838 

Ley’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1603 — 1629 
Liber Assisarum, Year Books, 1 — 51 Edw. IIL 
Lilly’s Beports and Pleadings of Cases in Assize, fol., 

1 vol. 

Littleton’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1627 
—1631 

Lofft’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1772 — 1774 
LongBeld and Townsend’s Beports, Exchequer (Ire- 
land), 1 vol., 1841 — 1842 
Luderr Election Cases, 3 vols., 1784 — 1787 
Lumley’s Poor Law Cases, 2 vols., 1834 — 1842 
Lushington’s Beports, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1859 — 1862 
Sir E. Lutwyche’s Entries and Beports, Common 
Pleas, 2 vols., 1682 — 1704 

A. J. Lutwyche’s Begistration Cases, 2 vols., 1843 — 
1853 

Lyndwood, Provinciale, fol., 1 voh 


M. A S 

M. A W. . 

Mac. AG. 

Mac. A H. 

M’Cle 

M’Cle. A Yo. . . 

Macfarlane 

Mad. A Bob. 

Macph. (Ct. of Sess.) 

Macq 

Maor 

Madd 

Madd. AG. 

J^ox .. 

Mcdox, Exoh* .. 

Man. AG. 


Maule and Selwyn’s Beports, King’s Bench, 6 vols.. 
1813—1817 

Meeson and Welsby’s Beports, Exchequer, 16 vols.. 
1836—1847 

Macnaghten and Gordon’s Bei>orts, Chancery, 3 vols., 
1849—1852 

Macrae and Hertslet’s Insolvency Cases, 1 vol., 
1847—1852 

M*Cleland’s Be^rts, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1824 

M’Cleland and Younge’s Beports, Exchequer, 1 voL, 
1824—1825 

Macfarlane’s Jury Trials, Court of Session (Scotland), 
3 parts, 1838—1839 

Maclean and Robinson’s Scotch Appeals (Ilouse of 
Lords), 1 vol., 1839 

Macpherson, Court of Session (Scotland), 3rd series, 
11 vols., 1862—1873 

Macqueen’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 4 vols., 
1849—1865 

Macrory’s Patent Oases, 2 parts, 1847 — 1856 

Maddock’s Beports, Chancery, 6 vols., 1815 — 1821 

Maddock and Geld^’s Beports, Chancery, 1 vol., 
1819—1822 {Vol. VI. of Madd.) 

Madox’s Formulaxe Anglicanum 

Madox’s History and Antiquities of the Exchequer, 

2 vols. 

Manning and Granger’s Beports, Common Pleas 
7 vols., 1840 — 1845 
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Abbreviations. 


Man. A By. (k. b.) 

Man. & By. (m. C.) 


Mans. 


Mar. L. C. 


March 


Marr. 

Marsh. . . 


Mayn. 


Meg. 


Mer 

Milw. 


Mod. Bep. 


Mol 


Mont. 

Mont. & A. 


Mont. & B. 


Mont. & Ch. 


Mont. D. & De O. 


Mont. & M. 


Moo. P. 0. C. , . 
Moo. P. C. 0. (N. 8.) 


Moo. Ind. App. . . 


Moo. & P. 


Moo. & S. 


Mood. & M. 


Mood. & B. 


Mood. 0. C. 

Moore (K. B.) 


Moore (o. P.) 


Mor. Diet. 


Morr. 


Mos. 


Murp. & H. 


Murr. 


My. &0r. 

My. &K. 



Mannmg and Ryland’s Beports, King’s Benoh, 
6 vols., 1 827-— 1830 

Manning and Byland's Magistrates’ Cases, 3 vols., 
1827—1830 

Manson’s Bankruptcy and Company Cases, 1893 — 
(current) 

Maritime Law Beports (Orockford), 3 vols., 1800 — 
1871 

March’s Beports, King’s Bench and Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1639—1642 

Marriott’s Decisions, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1776 — 1779 
Marshall’s Beports, Common Pleas, 2 vols., 1813 — 
1816 

Maynard’s Beports, Exchequer Memoranda of Edw. 
I. and Year Looks of Edw. 1I-, Year Books, Part I., 
1273—1326 

Megone’s Companies Acts Cases, 2 vols., 1889 — 1891 
Merivale’s Reports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1815 — 1817 
Milward’s Ecclesiastical Beports (Ireland), 1 voL,1819 
—1843 

Modem Beports, 12 vols., 1669 — 1755 
Molloy’s Beports, Chancery (Deland), 3 vols., 1808 — 
1831 

Montagu’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 1829 — 1832 
Montagu and Ayrton’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 3 vols., 
1832—1838 

Montagu and Bligh’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 1 voL, 
1832—1833 

Montagu and Chitty’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 
1838—1840 

Montagu, Deacon, and De Qex’s Beports, Bank- 
ruptcy, 3 vols., 1810 — 1844 
Montagu and Macarthur’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 
1 vol., 1826—1830 

Moore’s Privy Council Cases, 16 vols., 1836 — 1863 
Moore’s Privy Council Cases, New Series, 9 vols., 
1862—1873 

Moore’s Indian Appeal Cases, Privy Council, 14 vols.. 
1836-1872 

Moore and Payne’s Beports, Common Pleas, 5 vols., 
1827—1831 ’ 

Moore and Scott’s Reports, Common Pleas, 4 vols. 
1831—1834 

Moody and Malkin’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1826 
—1830 

Moody and Robinson’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 2 vols.. 

1830—1844 ’ 

Moody’s Crown Cases Reserved, 2 vols., 1824—1844 
Sir P. Moore’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 
1485—1620 

J. B. Moore’s Beports, Common Pleas, 12 vols., 1817 
—1827 

Morison’s Dictionary of Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 43 vols., 1532 — 1808 
Morrell’s Beports, Bankmptcy, 10 vols., 1884 — 1893 
Moseley’s Beports, Chancery, fol., 1 vol., 1726 — 1730 
Murphy and Hurlstono’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 
1837 

Murray’s Reports, Jury Court (Scotland), 5 vols., 
1816—1830 

Mylne and Craig’s Reports, Chancery, 6 vols., 1835 
—1841 

Mylne and Keen’s Beports, Chancery, 3 vols,, 1832 
—1835 
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Nels 

Nev. & M. (K. B.) 

Nev. & M. (m. 0 .) 

Nev. & P. (k. b.) 

Nev. & P. (m, 0.) 

New Mag. Cas. . . 

New Pract. Oa?. 

New Bep. 

New Sees. Cas. . . 

Nolan 

Notes of Cases . . 
Noy 

O. Bridg. 

O’M. AH. 

Owen 

P. (preceded by date) 

P. D 

P. Wms 

Palm, 

Park 

Pat. App, 

Pater. App. 

Peake 

Peake, Add. Cas. 
Peck. 

Per. A Dav. 

Per. A Kn. 

Ph 

Phil. El. Cas. 
Phillim. . . 

Phillim. Eccl. Jud. 

Pig. A B. 

Pitc. 

Plowd. . . 

Poll 

Poph 


Nelson's Beporta, Chancery, 1 vol., 1625 — 1692 
Nevile and Manning’s Beports, King’s Bench, 6 vols., 
1832—1836 

Nevile and Manning’s Magistrates’ Cases, 3 vols., 
1832—1836 

Nevile and Perry’s Beports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 
1836—1838 

Nevile and Perry’s Magistrates* Cases, 1 vol., 1836 — 
1837 

New Magistrates’ Cases (Bittleston, Wise and 
Parnell), 2 vols., 1844—1848 
New Practice Cases (Bittleston and Wise), 3 vols., 
1844—1848 

New Reports, 6 vols., 1862 — 1865 
New Sessions Magistrates* Cases (Carrow, Hamer- 
ton, Allen, etc.), 4 vols., 1844 — 1851 
Nolan’s Magistrates* Cases, 1 vol., 1791 — 1793 
Notes of Cases in the Ecclesiastical and Maritime 
Courts, 7 vols., 1841 — 1850 
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Parker’s Beports, Exchequer, fob, 1 vob, 1743 — 
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Baton’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 6 vols., 
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Paterson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1851—1873 

Peake’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vob, 1790 — 1794 
Peake’s Additional Cases, Nisi Prius, 1 vob, 1795 — 
1812 

Peckwell’s Election Cases, 2 vols., 1803 — 1804 
Perry and Davison’s Beports, Queen’s Bench, 4 vols., 
1838—1841 

Poiry and Knapp’s Election Cases, 1 vob, 1833 
Phillips’ Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1841 — 1849 
Philipps’ Election Cases, 1 vob, 1780 
J. Phillimore’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 3 vols., 1754 — 
1821 

Sir R. Phillimore’s Ecclesiastical Judgments, 1 vob, 
1867—1876 

Pigott and Rod well’s Registration Oases, 1 vob, 1843 
—1845 

Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials (Scotland), 3 vols., 1488 — 
1624 

Plowden’s Reports, fobj 2 vols., 1550 — 1579 
Pollexfen’jB Beports, King’s Bench, fob, 1 vol., 1670 
—1682 

Popham’s Eepoxts, King’s Bench, fob, 1 vol., 1591 — 
1627 



xlH 


Abbretiations. 


Pow. R, & D. 


Free. Oh. . . 
Price 


Power, Rodwell, and Dew’s Election Oases, 2 yoIs., 
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Precedents in Chancery, foL, 1 toI., 1689 — 1722 
Price’s Reports, Exchequer, 13 vols., 1814 — 1824 


Q. B. . . Queen’s Bench Reports (Adolphus and Ellis, New 

Series), 18 vols., 1841 — 1852 

Q, B. (preceded by date) Law Reports, Queen’s Bench Division, 1891 — 1901 

[1891] 1 Q. B.) 

Q. B. D. . . . . Law Reports, Queen’s Bench Division, 25 vols., 

1875—1890 


R. 
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Robert. App. 
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The Reports, 15 vols., 1893 — 1895 
Rettie, Court of Session Oases (Scotland), 4th series, 
25 vols., 1873—1898 

Reports of Patent Oases, 1 884 — (current) 

Revised Reports 

Rules of the Supreme Court 

Rasteli’s Entries 

Rayner*e Tithe Oases, 3 vols., 1575 — 1782 
Real Property Oases, 2 vols., 1843 — 1847 
Reports in Chancery, fol., 3 vols., 1615 — 1710 
Rickards and Michael’s Locus Standi Reports, 1 voL, 
1885—1889 

Rickards and Saunders’ Locus Standi Reports, 1 vol., 
1890—1894 

Ridgeway’s Reports, temp. Hardwicke, 1 vol., King’s 
Bench, 1733—1736; Chancery. 1744—1746. 
Ridgeway, Lapp, and Schoales’ Reports (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1793—1796 

Ridgeway’s Parliamentary Reports (Ireland), 3 vols., 
1784—1796 

Robertson’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 2 vols., 1844 — 1853 
Roberts, Leeming, and Wallis* New County Court 
Cases, 1 vol., 1819 — 1851 

Robertson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 1 vol., 
1709—1727 

Robinson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1810—1841 

Rollers Abridgment of the Common Law, fol., 2 vols. 
Rolle's Reports, King’s Bench, fob, 2 vols., 1614 — 1625 
Romilly’s Notes of Cases in Equity, 1 part, 1772 — 
1787 

Rose’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 vols., 1810 — 1816 
Ross’s Leading Cases in Commercial Law (England 
and Scotland), 3 vols. 

Rowe’s Reports (England and Ireland), 1 vol., 1798 — 
1823 

Campbell’s Ruling Cases, 25 vols. 

Russell’s Reports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1824 — 1829 
Russell and Mi'lne’s Repoi^s, Chancery, 2 vols., 1829 
—1833 

Russell and Ryan’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 voL, 
1800—1823 

Railway and Canal Oases, 7 vols., 1835 — 1854 
Railway and Canal Traffic Oases, 1855 — (current) 
Ryan and Moody’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1823 
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8 . 0 

S. C. (preceded by date) 


8..G. 

Saint 


Same Case 

Court of Session Cases (Scotland), since 1906 (a.s.» 
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Solicitor-General 

Saint’sDigest of Registration Cases, 1843 — 1906, 1 vol. 
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Smith, li. O. 
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Salkeld’8 Beports, King’s Benoh, 3 yols«, 1689 — 1712 
Sausse and Soully’s Beports, Bolls Court (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1837—1840 

Saunders’s Beports, Ki^’s Bench, 2 yols., 1666 — 1672 
Saunders and Austin’s Liocus Standi Beports, 2 yols., 
1896—1904 

Saunders and Bidder’s Xjoous Standi Beports, 1906 — 
(ouxrent) 

Saunders and Oole’s Beports, Bail Oourt, 2 yols., 1846 
—1818 

Saunders and Macrae’s Oounty Courts and Xnsolyency 
Oases (Oounty Courts Oases and Appeals, Yols. Xf. 
and Xli.), 2 yols., 1862 — 1858 
Savile’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 yol., 1680 — 
1691 

Sayer’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 yol., 1761 — 
1766 

Scottish Jurist, 46 vols., 1829 — 1873 
Scottish Law ^porter, 1865 — (current) 

Schoales and Lefroy’s Beports, Chancery (Xreland), 

2 vols., 1802—1806 
Scots Bevised B^orts 

Scott’s Beports, Common Pleas, 8 vols., 1834 — 1840 
Scott’s New Beports, Common Pleas, 8 yols., 1840 — 
1845 

Searle and Smith’s Beports, Probate and Diyorce, 
1 yol., 1859—1860 

Select Oases in Chancery, foL, 1 vol., 1685 — 1698 
(i^. Xn. of Oas. in Oh.) 

Sessions Settlement Oases, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 
1710—1747 

Shaw and Maclean’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 

3 vols,, 1836—1838 

Shaw, Oourt of Session Oases (Scotland), Ist series, 
16 vols., 1821—1838 

P. Shaw’s Digest of Decisions (Scotland), ed. by Bell 
and Lamond, 3 vols., 1726 — 1868 
P. Shaw’s Justiciary Decisions (Scotland), 1 voL, 
1819—1831 

P. Shaw’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1821—1824 

P, Shaw’s Teind Oourt Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1821—1831 

Sheppard’s Touchstone of Common Assurances 
Shower’s Bepoits, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 1678 — 1696 
Shower’s Oases in Parliament, fol., 1 vol., 1694 — 
1699 

Siderfin’s Beports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas 
and Exchequer, foL, 2 vols., 1657 — 1670 
Simons’ Beports, Chancery, 17 vols., 1826 — 1862 
Simons’ Bejmrts, Chancery, New Series, 2 vols., 
1860—1852 

Simons and Stuart’s Beports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1822 
—1826 

Skinner’s Beports, Bang’s Bench, fol., 1 voL, 1681 — 
1697 

Smith and Batty’s Beports, King’s Bench (Xreland), 
1 vol., 1824—1826 

Smale and Giffard’s Beports, Ohanoeiy, 3 vols., 1862 
—1868 

J. P. Smith’s Beports, Song’s Bench, 3 yols., 1803 — 
1806 

Smith’s Xioading Oases, 2 vols. 
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Siii 3 rthe*s Beports, Common Pleas (Ireland), 1 tqL, 
1839—1840 

Solicitors’ Journal, 1866 — (current) 

Spence’s Equitable Jurisdiction of the Court of 
Chancery 

Spinks’ Prize Court Cases, 2 parts, 1864 — 1866 
Stair’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), foL, 
2 vols., 1661—1681 

Starkie’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 3 yols., 1814 — 1823 
Statutory Ernes and Orders Eevised 
State Trials, 34 yols., 1163— 1820 
State Trials, New Series, 8 yols., 1820 — 1868 
Story’s Commentaries on Equity Jurisprudence 
Strange’s Eeports, 2 vols., 1716—1747 
Stuart, Milne, and Peddie’s Beports (Scotland), 
2 vols., 1851— 1863 

Style’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 yol., 1646 — 1666 
Swabey’s B^orts, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1866 — 1869 
Swabey and lh*istram*8 Beports, Probate and Divorce, 
4 vols., 1868—1866 

Swanston’s Beports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1818 — 1821 
Swinton’s Justiciary Beports (Gotland), 2 vols., 1836 
—1841 

Byrne’s Justiciary Beports (Scotland), 1 voL, 1826— 
1829 


T. <& M. . . . . . . Temple and Mew’s Criminal Appeal Cases, 1 vol., 

1848—1851 

T. Jo. . . . . . . Sir T. Jones’s Beports, King’s Bench and Common 

Pleas, foL, 1 vol., 1669 — 1684 

T. L. B* . . , . The Times Law Eeports, 1884 — (current) 

T. Baym. . . Sir T. Baymond’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 

1660—1683 

Taml . . . . . . Tamlyn’s Beports, Bolls Court, 1 vol,, 1829 — 1830 

Taunt. . . . . . . Taunton’s Beports, Common Pleas, 8 yols., 1807 — 

1819 

TaxCas. . . . . . . Tax Cases, 1875 — (current) 

Term Bep. . . . . Term Beports (Durnford and East), fol., 8 vols., 1785 

—1800 

Toth. Tothill’s Transactions in Chancery, 1 vol., 1669 — 1646 

Trist. Tristram’s Consistory Judgments, 1 voL, 1873 — 1892 

Tudor, L. 0. Merc. Law Tudor’s Leading Cases on Mercantile and Maritime 

Law 

Tudor, L. C. Beal Pi op, . . Tudor’s Leading Cases on Beal Property 

Turn. & B. Turner and Bussell’s Beports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1822 

—1826 

Tyr. . , . . Tyrwhitt’s Beports, Exchequer, 6 vols., 1830 — 1835 

Tyr. & Gr. .. Tyrwhitt and Granger’s Beports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 

1836—1836 

Yaugh. . . . . . . Vaughan’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1666 

—1673 

Vent. .. Yentris’ Beports (Yol. I., King’s Bench; YoL II., 

Common Pleas), fol., 2 vols., 1668 — 1691 
Yern. . . . . Vernon’s Beports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1680 — 1719 

Yern. Sor. .. .. Yemen and Soriven’s Beports, King’s Bench (Ire- 

land), 1 voL 1786— 1788 

Yes. . . . . . . Yesey Jun,’s Beports, Chance^, 19 vols., 1789 — 1817 

Yes. •• Yesey and Beames’s Sports, Chanoery, 3 vols., 1812 

—1814 

Yes. Sen. .. Yesey Sen.’s Beports, 2 vols., 1747 — 1766 

Yin. Abr. • . . . Yiner’s Abridgment of Law and Equity, fol., 22 vols. 

Yin. Supp. . . Simplement to Yiner’s Abridgment of Imw and 

Equity, 6 vols. 
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Wight. . . 
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Wolf. AD 
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Wood 

Y. A O. Oh. Oas. 

Y. A 0. (ex,) 
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Y. B 
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Abbreviations. xlv 


Sir W. Jones's Beports, King’s Bench and Oommon 
Pleas, fol., 1 Tol., 1620 — 1640 
Law Beports, Weekly Notes, 1866 — (current («.a., 

riseefw.N.) 

Weekly Beporter, 64 vols., 1862 — 1906 
Wallis’s Beports, Ohanoery (Ireland), 1 vol., 1766— 
1791 

Webster's Patent Oases, 2 vols., 1602 — 1866 
Welsh’s Bepst^ Oases ^reland), 1 vol., 1832 — 1840 
Wentworth^ Office and Duty of Executors 
West’s Beports, House of Lords, 1 vol., 1839 — 1841 
West’s Beports temp. Hardwicke, Ohanoery, 1 vol., 
1736—1740 

Western’s London Tithe Oases, 1 vol., 1592 — 1822 
White’s Justiciary Beports (Scotland), 3 vols., 1886 
—1893 

White and Tudor’s Leading Oases in Equity, 2 vols. 
Wightwick’s Beports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1810 — 1811 
WiUm ore, Wollaston, and Davison’s Beports, Queen’s 
Bench and Bail Oourt, 1 vol., 1837 
Willmore, Wollaston, and Hodges* Beports, Queen’s 
Bench and Bail Oourt, 2 vols., 1838 — 1839 
Willes’ Beports, Oommon Pleas, 1 vol., 1737 — 1768 
Wilmot’s Notes of Opinions and Judgments, 1 vol., 
1757—1770 

G. Wilson’s Beports, King’s Bench and Oommon 
Pleas, fol., 3 vols., 1742 — 1774 
Wilson and Shaw’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 
7 vols., 1825—1836 

J. Wilson’s Beports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1818 — 1819 
J. Wilson’s Beports, Exchequer in Equity, 1 part, 
1817 

Winch’s Beports, Oommon Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1621 — 
1626 

William Blackstone’s Beports, King’s Bench and 
Common Pleas, fol., 2 vols., 1746 — 1779 
William Bobinson’s Beports, Admiralty, 3 vols., 1838 
—1850 

Williams’ Notes to Saunders* Beports, 2 vols. 
Wolferstan and Bristowe’s Election Oases, 1 vol., 
1859—1864 

Wolferstan and Dew’s Election Oases, 1 vol., 1857 — 
1858 

Wollaston’s Beports, Bail Oourt and Practice, 1 vol., 
1840—1841 

Wood’s Tithe Oases, Exchequer, 4 vols., 1650 — 1798 

Younge and Oollyer’s Beports, Chancery Cases, 
2v(ae., 1841— 1843 

Yoimge and Collyer’s Beports, Exchequer in Equity, 
4 vols., 1834—1842 

Younge and Jervis’ Beports, Exchequer, 3 vols., 
1826—1830 
Year Books 

Yelverton’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1602 
—1613 

Younge’s Beports, Exchequer in Equity, 1 vol., 1830 
—1832 
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Part I. — Definition and Nature. 

Sect. 1. — Definition, 

1 . Partnership is the relation which subsists between persons (a) Partnership 
carrying on a business in common with a view to profit (2/), 


(а) An ordinary partnership is an association composed of definite 

individuals, bound together by contract between themselves to continue 
combined for some joint object either during pleasure or during a limited 
time, and is essentially composed of the persons originally entering into the 
contract with one another v. Anderson (1880), 16 Ch. D. 247, C. A., 

par Jams, L. J., at p. 273). In this it differs from a company or association 
m which the members are constantly changing {tbia.), ; and see title 
Cowanies, Vol. V., pp. 12 et seg., 44, 45. For a review of the authorities 
which define a partnership, see Pooley v. Dnver (1876), 6 Ch. D. 458, per 
Jessel, M.R., at pp. 471 ef seq. As to whether executors are partners, 
see title Executors and Administrators, Vol. XIV., p. 314; Be Fisher 
& Sons, [1912] 2 K. B. 491. 

(б) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 1. This Act is merely 



4 


Partnership. 


ISioT. 1. other than those who constitute a company, registered under the 
Definition. Companies Acts (c), or incorporated by statute, letters patent or 
royal charter, or working within the Stannaries (d). 

Sect. 2. — Nature. 

Eisentiait of 2. The above definition involves a contract between the partners 
partnership. ^ engage in a commercial business with a view to profit (c). As 
a rule, each partner contributes either property, skill, or labour, 
but this is not essential. A person who contributes property without 
labour, and has the rights of a partner, is usually termed a sleeping 
or dormant partner. A sleeping partner may, however, contribute 
nothing (/). 

Relation The relation between partners is not that of debtor and creditor, 

between unless and until the partnership accounts have been finally taken 

partners. dissolution and a balance has been ascertained to be owing 

from one to another {g). Nor are the partners, as such, trustees 
for each other or for their firm Qi), 

Boiiness. 3. The existence of a business is essential, and for this purpose 

“business” includes every trade, occupation, or profession (i) . In 
some professions, however, etiquette makes partnership impractic- 
able, for example, that of an English barrister (j). 

Charitable 4. In the definitions of partnership the idea involved is that 
and other of joint operation for the sake of gain {k) ,* therefore a society for 
asaociatioDB. religious or charitable purposes is not a partnership (Z), 

declaratory {British Homes Assurance Corporation^ Lid, v. Paterson, [1902] 
2 Ch 404, per Farwell, J,, at p. 410 ; and, whore not inconsistent with 
the express provisions of the Act, the rules of common law and equity in 
relation to partnership are still in force (Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 
Viet. 0. 39), 8. 46). 

(c) See title Companies, Vol. V. p. 36. 

(d) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 1 (2) ; and see title 
Companies, Vol. V., pp. 36, 662, 744, 751. 

(e) “ I have always understood the definition of partnership to be a 
mutual particiimtion in profit or loss ” (Green v. Beesley (1835), 2 Bing. 
(N. c.) 108, per Tindal, C.J., at p. 112). But this cannot now be regarded 
as an exhaustive or authoritative definition. 

(/) Pooley v. Dnver (1876), 5 Ch. D. 458, 472, 473. 

(g) Eichardson v. Bank of England (1838), 4 My. & Cr. 165, 171, 172 ; 
De Tastet v. Shaw (1818), 1 B. & Aid. 664. 

(h) Piddocke v. BuH, [1894] 1 Ch. 343. 

(t) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 45. “ To constitute a 

partnership the parties must have agreed to carry on business, or to share 
profits in some way in common ** (Mollwo, March & Co. v. CouH of Wards 
(1872), L. R. 4 P. C. 419, per Sir Montagu Smith, at p. 436). 

(;) See title Barristers, Vol. II., p. 370. As to Follows of the Royal 
College of Physicians, see title Medicine and Pharmacy, Vol. XX., p. 310. 

(k) E. V. Eobson (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 137, C. C. R., per Lord Coleridge, 
C.J., at p. 140 ; and see p. 6, post 

(l) Instances of other associations for a common object which are not 

partnerships, properly so called, are — clubs (Wise v. Perpetual Trustee Co., 
[1903] A. C. 139, 149, P. C. ; Flemyng y. Hector (1836), 2 M. & W. 172, 
178 — 187 ; see title Clubs, Vol. IV., pp. 406 ei seq.) ; trade protection 
societies (Caldicott v. Griffiths (1853), 8 Exch. 898 ; Todd v. Emly (1841), 
8 M. & W. 605) ; building and other benefit societies (BrotenZte v. Eussell 
(1883), 8 App. Cas. 235; see titles Building Societies, Vol. III., pp. 361, 
852 ; Friendly Societies, Vol. XV., p. 121, note (a) ). These latter are 
not partnerships eithc vithin the Partnership Act, 1890 (53 54 Viet. 
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A partnership does not exist between the trustees of a deed for 
the l^nefit of creditors and the debtor when the latter is employed 
to carry on the business under the supervision of the trustees {m), 
especially if the object of the arrangement is to wind up the 
business, and not to continue it with a view to future profits (??). 

5. The word “ firm is a short, collective name for the indi- 
viduals who constitute the partners, and the name under which 
they trade is their firm name(o). It is not the name of a cor- 
poration ; it is a short name for X., Y. and Z. carrying on business 
in partnership (p). In English law, a firm is not a persona (q). 


Part ii. — Considerations affecting the 
Question whether a Partnership Exists. 

Sect. 1. — Co-ownership of Property. 

6 . Co-owmership of any property does not, in itself, constitute 
a partnership between the co-owners, whether they share any profits 
arising from it or not(r). Whether co-owners are also partners is 
a question of evidence. The mode in which the property has been 
dealt with and divided and the way in which it and the proceeds 
and income thereof have been treated in the hooks are important. 
Persons who are only co-owners keep books on a totally dillerent 
footing from those who are also partners (.<?). 

o. 39), or the general acceptation of the term (Ite Lead Oompani/s Work- 
mcn’« Fund Society, Lowes v. Governor and Company jor Smelting Down 
Lead with Pit and Sea Coal, [1904] 2 Ch. 196, disapproving of the misuse 
of the term “ partnership *’ in Lloyd v. Loaring (1802), 6 Ves. 773 ; i>Vaa- 
mont V. Meredith (1814), 3 Ves. & B. 180; Silver v. Barnes (1830), 6 Bing. 
(N. c.) 180). As to the nature of trade unions, see title Trade and 
Trade Unions. 

(m) Pric^ V. Groom (1848), 2 Exch. 542. 

(n) Coates v, Williams (1852), 7 Exch. 205, following Janes v. Whitbread 
(1851), 11 C. B. 406. 

(o) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s 4 ; the firm name is a 
mere expression, not a legal entity (Sadler v. Whdemayi, [1910] I K. B. 86S, 
per Farwell, L.J., at p. 889 ; cited with approval, R. v. Iloldcn, [1912J I 

K. B. 483. 0. e. A.). 

(p) Re Smith, Flying <& Co,, Ex parte Harding (1879), 12 Ch. D. 557, 
667, C. A. 

(a) Re Sawers, Ex parte Blain (1879), 12 Ch. D. 522, C. A., per James, 

L. J., at p. 633; Re Vagliano Anthracite Collieries, Ltd. (1910), 79 Tj. .1. 
(cn.) 769; compare Be Shand, Ex parte Corbett (1880), 1 1 Ch. 1). 122, 120, 
C. A. In Scotland a firm is a legal person distinct from the partners 
of which it is composed (Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viot. o. 39), 
8. 4 (2) ; Bell’s Principles of the Law of Scotland, s. 357). As to proceed- 
ings by and against partners in the firm name, see p. 38, post. 

(r) rartnerSiip Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet c. 39), s. 2(1). As to co-owner- 
ship generally, see title Personal Property. Co-owners of a racehorse, 
who share equally the expenses of keeping, training, and running it, are not 
necessarily partners as regards the horse, althougli there may be a partner- 
ship between them in the business of running it for profit (French v. Sty ring 
(1857), 2 C. B. (n. s.) 367, 366 ; compare Green v. Briggs {IS4S), 6 Hare, 396). 

(t) Be HuUon, HuUon v. Lister (1890), 62 L. T. 200, C. A. 
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SWT. 1. 
Co'owner- 
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Property. 

Co-owncrs 
of land. 

Partnership 
in land. 


Joint 

adventure. 


7 . Co-owners of land, who merely share the expenses of 
management and divide the income arising from their land^ in 
specified shares, are not thereby constituted partners. Nor is it a 
partnership if two co-owners agree that one shall manage, and 
provide funds for the repair of, a house, and that the net rent 
shall be divided between them equally (0. 

But if co-owners use their land or other property for the 
purpose of carrying on any business, they are partners as regards 
the business (v), and primd facie also as regards the property 
employed (v), though not necessarily so as regards the latter (a). 
Thus, if land is bought by two persons with the object of improving 
and selling it in building lots, there may be a partnership between 
them as regards the land {h ) ; and a third person (for example, a 
surveyor) who contributes skill and labour, but neither land nor 
money, may, if he is entitled to share in the profits, be a partner 
with "them, especially if he shares losses as well as profits (c). To 
constitute a partnership the property of the co-owners must be 
employed for some purpose which produces a return in the shape of 
profits or which adds to its value (d). 

8 . If two or more persons agree that each shall buy or provide 
liis own goods and export them for sale as a joint adventure, 
dividing tlie profits of the transaction in specified shares, there is 
no partnership as regards the separate parcel of goods provided by 
each, until they are brought into the common stock (c). Con- 
versely, if the parties are jointly concerned in the purchase, they 
are not partners unless they are also jointly concerned in the future 
sale if). But where they agree to embark in a joint adventure for 


(^) Partuorsliip Act, 1800 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), a. 2 (2) ; and see pp. 52, 
53, Tpost As to CO -owners of land generally, see title Keal Property and 
Chattels Real. 

(«) Thus, the woikiiig of a colliery of which the owners are tenants in 
common constitutes a partnership between them as regards the business 
of the colliery {Jeffei'ya v. Smith (1820), 1 Jac. & W. 298; Fcreday v. 
Wighiwick (1829), 1 Russ. & M. 46; County of Gloucester Bank v. Budry 
Merthyr Steam and Bouse Coal Colliei'y Vo., [1895] 1 Ch. 629, 637, C. A.). 
As to the respcciivo rights of co-owners of mines, see title Mines, 
Miner AI.S, and Quarries, Vol. XX., pp. 511, 525, 526, 638. 

(r) Forster Bale (1798), 3 Ves. 696 ; (1800) 5 Ves. 308, 309 (if a partner- 
ship in a colliery is found to exist, the property necessary for the purposes 
of that partneiship is, by operation ol law, hold for the purposes of the 
partnership {ihid.)) ; Waierer v. Waterer (1873), L. R. 16 Eq. 402; Syers 
v. Syers (1876), 1 App. Cas. 174; Davies v. Games (1879), 12 Ch. D. 813; 
and see pp. 62, 53, 

(n) Crawshay v. Maule (1818), 1 Swan. 496, 618; French v. Styrinq 
(1867), 2 (\ B. (N. a ) 367 ; Meyer v. Sharpe (1813), 6 Taunt. 74; Davis 
V. Davis [1894] 1 Ch. 393. 

{b) Dale v. Bamilfon (1846), 5 Hare, 369, 393; Darby v. Darby (1856). 
3 Drew. 496 ; Be B niton. Button v. Lister (1890), 62 L. T. 200, C. A. ; and 
see title Companies, Vol. V., p. 58. 

(c) Moore V. Davis (1879), 11 Ch. D. 261, 265. 

{d) Kay V. Johnston (1866), 21 Beav. 536, 537 ; compare Be Leslie, 
Leslie v. French (1883), 23 Ch. D. 652; Leigh v. Dickeson (1883), 12 
Q. B. D. 194; affirmed (1884), 15 Q. B, D. 60, C. A. ; Bobinson v. Ashton, 
Ashton V. Bobinson (1875), L. R. 20 Eq. 25; and see p. 4, ante. 

(tf) Saville v. Bobertson (1792), 4 Term Rep. 720, 726 ; Heap v. Dobson 
(1863), 16 C. B. (N. a.) 460. 

(/) Coope V. Fyre (1788), 1 Ily. Bl. 37, per Lord Loughborough. C.J , 
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the purchase and sale of goods, there is a partnership os regards 
all the goods bought in pursuance of the agreement, and each is 
liable for the price of the goods bought by the others (^); and, 
if goods bought for a joint adventure by two persons are wholly 
paid for by one of them, while the other contributes skill and 
labour in return for a share of the profits, there may be a partner- 
ship between them of such a nature that the goods are partnership 
property (h). 

9. On the other hand, persons may be partners, either generally 
or in some particular business or isolated transaction, althougn 
all or part of the property used for the purposes of such business 
transaction may not be the subject of joint ownership, but may 
belong to some or one of them individually (i). 

Sect. 2 . — Sharing Gross Retunis. 

10. Persons who share the gross returns of a business or 
adventure are not necessarily partners, whether the property 
producing such returns belongs to all, or some, or only one of 
them (k). Receipt of a share of gross returns, as distinguished 
from receipt of a share of profits, is not even primd fade evidence 
of partnership (/). 

Thus, if one of two joint owners of a ship takes tlie exclusive 
management of it, bearing all the expenses, and pays one-third 
of the gross earnings to the other joint owner, the joint owners are 

at p. 49 (whore the property purchased was to be divided in specie) ; 
compare Uoare v. Dawes (1780), 1 Doug. (k. b.) 371 ; Oibson v. Lupton 
(1832), 9 Bing. 297. 

(g) Gouthwaite v. Duckworth (1810), 12 East, 421 ; Lowe v. Dixon (1885), 
16 Q. B. D. 466. Where a sole patentee and a capitalist who supplied 
the necessaiy funds worked a patent in partnership for four years and were 
advertised as joint patentees, the patent was held to have become partner* 
ship property (Kenny's Patent Buttonholeing Co. v. Somervell (1878), 26 
W. R. 786). 

(h) Beid v. Uollinshed (1826), 7 Dow. & Ry. (k. b.) 444 ; Alexander v. 
Young (1884), I T. L. R. 145. 

(f) Thus, where two persons carried on the business of running a stage 
coach, or a stage waggon, each supplying his own horses for part of the 
journey and dividing the profits according to the mileage worked by their 
teams, they were held to be partners (Fromont v. Coupland (1824), 2 Bing. 
170 ; Bussell v. Austwick (1826), 1 Sim. 62). In the nrst case all the fares 
were received' by one partner, who accounted to the other ; in the latter 
case each received the fares earned in his district and accounted to the other, 
but there was no partnership as regards the horses ; and therefore one 
partner was not liable for goods supplied to the othei for the use of the 
horses which were his separate property ; and see Barton v. Hanson (1809)^ 
2 Taunt. 49; compare Wilson v. WhUehend (1842), 10 M. & W. 603; 
Osborne v. Jullion (1856), 3 Drew. 696; Moore v. Davis (1879), 11 Ch. D. 
261, 265 ; and see, further, the cases cited at p. 63, post, 

(k) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 2 (2). “ The authorities 
clearly show that two people merely receiving payment out of the gross 
profits of a business does not make a partnership between them, even as 
against the world ” (Lyon v. Knowles (1863), 3 B. & S. 656, per CnOMi*- 
TON, J., at p. 564 ; affirmed (1864), 6 B. & S. 751, Ex. Ch.). 

(l) Compare Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 2 (3) ; pp. 8, 9, 
post As (o the clTect of association of promoters of a company, see title 
Companies, Vol. V., p. 68. 
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Sbot, f . not partners (m), and if a ship belongs to one person and is worked 
Bhaxicg by another who receives half the gross earnings, these persons are 
Gross not partners (n). In the former case the share of earnings paid to 
Betoms. Qjie owner represents rent for his share of the ship ; in the latter 
the share paid to the manager represents wages for his work. 
Even where the expenses are jointly borne, the same rule seems to 
apply (o). 

So the owner of a theatre who pays certain outgoings and 
receives half the gross receipts of public performances given by 
the occupier is not a partner ; at any rate, if the management is in 
the hands of the occupier (p). 


Sect. 8. — Sharing Profits. 

Sharing ^he fact that a person receives a share of the net profits, 

profits not or a payment contingent on, or varying with, the net profits, pur- 

conciusivc. suant to some arrangement with the owner or owners of a business, 

does not, of itself, make him a partner in such business {q). The 


(m) Bumardv, Aaron (1862), 31 L. J. (c. p.) 334. As to the ownership 
of ships generally, see title SmppiNG and Navigation. 

(n) Dry v. Boswell (1808), 1 Camp. 329 ; compare Wish v. Small (1808), 
1 Camp. 330, n. (where a share of profits was held to represent rent for 
pasturage of cattle). In both cases, if the net profits had been shared, the 
parties would have been partners. 

(o) French v. Styring (1857), 2 C. B. (n. 8.) 367, where two joint owners 
of a racehorse shared the gross winnings, the horse being kept, trained and 
run by one only ; and see note (r), p. 6, ante. 

ip) Lyon V. Knowles (1863), 3 B. &; S. 556 ; affirmed (1864), 5 B. & 3. 
751, Ex. Ch. 

(j') Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 2 (3). This enactment, 
which repeals but substantially re>enacts the Partnership Amendment Act, 
1866 (28 & 29 Viet, c, 86), commonly called “ BovilFs Act,** declares and 
settles the law according to the principles laid down in Oox v. Rickman 
(I860), 8 II. L. Cas. 268, ovemiling Wangh v. Carver (1793), 2 Hy. Bl. 235, 
in which it was held (following Grace y. Smith (1775), 2 Wm. Bl. 998 ; Ooope 
V. Eyre (1788), 1 Hy. Bl. 37), as also in Ex parte Langdale (1811), 18 Ves. 
300; Cheap v. Cramond (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 663 ; Buppell v. Eoberts and 
Dempsey (1834), 4 Nev. & M. (K. B.) 31 ; and other cases, that the receipt 
of a share of profits ipso facto constituted the recipient a partner, even when 
all the loss was borne by the other party. The ^ound of these old decisions 
was that by taking a part of the pronts he takes from the creditors a part 
of that fund which is the proper security to them for the payment of 
their debts ** {Waugh v. Carver, supra, at p. 247 ; Grace v. Smith, supra, 
9 .t p. 1000). The rme was applied althougn there was no common stock 
(Ex parte llodgkinson (1815), 19 Ves. 291), and notwithstanding an express 
stipulation negativing the usual incidents of partnership (Barry v. Nesham 
(1846), 3 C. B. 641). On this ^ound transactions which would other- 
wise have been invalid under tne laws against usury were freauently 
supported as partnerships (Gilpin v. Enderby (1822), 5 B. dc Ala. 954 ; 
Fereday v. Hordern (1821), Jac. 144) ; compare Bloxam v. Pell (1775), 
cited in Grace v. Smith, supra, at p. 999. Where losses were also shared, 
th^resuiMtion of partnership was stronger (Nodkes v. Barlow (1872), 26 
L. T\ 136, Ex. Ch.). But the principle adopted in some of the earlier cases 
--especially Waugh v. Carver, supra — ^that, whatever the intention, a 
participation in net profits was, in law, such cogent evidence of partnersUp 
that a presumption arose sufficient to establish, as regards tlmd parties, 
that relation unless rebutted by other circumstances,** is too artificial, for 
it takes one term of the contract only and at once raises a presumption 
upon it, whereas the whole scope of the agreement and all its terms ought 



Part IL — Considerations apfeotino Question op Partnership. 


question is whether the business is conducted on behalf of the Sect. S. 
person sought to be charged as a partner. Beceipt of profits is Sharing 

still an important element, but it is not decisive (r). The terms of Profits, 

the arrangement between the parties must be fairly considered as a AgencTthe 
whole, and if the receipt of profits is only one of such terms it is doternvining 
not conclusive, and the court will give effect to the entire arrange- 
ment (a). 

But the receipt of a share of profits,* or of an income fixed by sharinj' 
reference to profits, is prinid facie evidence of partnership (b) ; and - . 
if it is the only circumstance from which the intention of the parties evidence of 
can be inferred, they are partners (c). partnership. 

12. If losses as well as profits are shared, the presiiinptiou of Sharing 
partnership is stronger (d), and this is so although the agreement 
may stipulate that each party shall bear only an aliquot share of 
loss (^). But the fact that losses are shared is not conclusive as to 
the existence of a partnership (/). 

There is no joint ownership, and no partnership, where each of 
several joint adventurers supplies a separate parcel of goods which 

to be looked at before any presumption of intention can properly be made 
at all ** (Mollwo, March <& Co. v. Court of Wards (1872), L. R. 4 P. C. 419, 
per Sir Montagu Smith, at p. 433). “ They had no intention to become 

partners, and as the law now stands a partnership cannot be constituted 
without such an intention ** (Sutton <& Co. v. Qrerj^ [1894] 1 Q. B. 285, 

C. A., per Lord Esher, M.R., at p. 286); see also Kelly's Directories, Ltd. 

V. Qavin and Lloyds, [1901] 1 Ch. 374 ; affirmed, [1902] 1 Ch. 631, C. A, 

(author and printer). 

(r) The test is “ whether it is such a participation in profits as to con- 
stitute the relationship of principal and agent between the person taking 
the profits and those actually carrying on the business (Bullen v. Sharp 
(1865), L. R. 1 C. P. 86, Ex. Oh., per Blackburn, J., at p. 112 ; see also Ee 
English and Irish Church and University Assurance Society (No. 2) (1863), 1 
Hem. & M. 85 ; Cox v. Rickman (1860), 8 H. L. Cas. 268, 304, 312 ; Holme 
V. Hammond (1872), L. R. 7 Exch. 218 ; Shaw v. Call (1864), 16 I. (J. L. R. 

357, 375 ; Kilshaw v. Jukes (1863), 3 B. & S. 847). 

(a) Davis v. Davis, [1894] 1 Ch. 393. “ The whole question to consider 

is — ^what, on the contract between the parties, are the rights which that 
contract has, inter se, given to one as against the other ” ( Walker v. Hirsch 
(1884), 27 Ch. D. 460, C. A., questioning Pawsey v. ArmUrong (1881), 18 
Ch. D. 698); see Walker y. Hirsch, supra, per Cotton, L.J., at p. 470, 
dissenting from the proposition laid down by Kay, J., in Pawsey v. 

Armstrong, supra, “ that if there was an agreement to share profits and 
losses, whatever the intention of the parties, as expressed in the agreement, 
might be, that of necessity imposed upon them the position of partners ” 
with the consequential rights of partners ; the question is what is the true 
construction of the document, and what are the rights arising from it 
(ibid., per Lindley, L.J., at p. 472) ; see also Badeley v. Consolidated 
Bank (1888), 38 Ch. D. 238, 258, 263, C. A. ; Re Young, Ex parte Jones, 

[1896] 2 Q. B. 484; Ross v. Parkyns (1875), L. R. 20 Eq. 331; White d; 

Co. V, Churchyard (1887), 3 T. L. R. 428; London Financial Association 
V. Kelk (1884), 26 Ch. D. 107, 143. 

(b) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. o. 39), s. 2 (3). 

(c) Davis V. Davis, supra. 

(d) Noakes v. Barlow (1872), 26 L. T. 136, Ex. Ch. ; Brett v. Beckwith 
(1856), 26 L. J. (CH.) 130; Qreen v. Beesley (1835), 2 Bing. (n. c.) 108. 

(e) Brown v. TapscoU (1840), 6 M. & W. 119; Meinroy v. Hargrove 
(1867), 15 W. R. 777. 

(/) Walker v. Hirsch, supra ; see also Sutton db Co. v. Orey, supra; and 
see note (a), supra. 
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Partnership. 


Sbot, s, 
Sbaiins 
Profits. 

Hhare of 
profits byway 
of annuity, 
after sale of 
business 
or death of 
partner. 


Share of 
profits as 
remuneration. 


are to be sold, and the profits are divided rateably among them(g ) ; 
nor where one person buys and pays for the goods and the profit 
or loss is to be shared by himself and another (/i). 

18. A person is not constituted a partner in a business by 
reason only of the receipt by way of annuity or otherwise of a 
share of profits as purchase-money for the goodwill, or share of 
goodwill, of a business formerly belonging wholly or partly to 
him (i) ; or by reason only of the receipt by way of annuity of a 
portion of the profits of a business formerly belonging to the 
recipient’s deceased husband or father (&). 

14. A contract for the remuneration of a servant or agent by a 
share of profits of a business does not, of itself, make him a partner(Z). 

ig) Heap v. Dobson (1863), 16 C. B. (n. 8.) 460 ; see p. 6, emte, 

{%) Alfaro V. De la Torre (1876), 24 W. R. 610 ; distinguish Beid v. 
EolUnshead (1826), 4 B. & C. 867 (where both parties were interested both 
in the purchase and sale, though one found all the money and the other gave 
his time and skill). To constitute a partnership the parties “ must be 
jointly interested in the purchase and also jointly interested in the future 
sale** (Eoare v. Dawes (1780), 1 Doug. (k. b.) 371 ; compare Oihson v. 
Lupton (1832), 9 Bing. 297 ; Coope v. Eyre (1788), 1 Hy. Bl. 37). 

(i) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 2 (3) (e), re-enacting 
the Partnership Amendment Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 86), s. 4 ; see 
Eawksley v. Outram, [1892] 3 Ch. 369, C. A. (where the vendors were entitled 
to receive a share of profits in respect of purchase-money left in the business, 
but the agreement as a whole was inconsistent with the inference that the 
purchasers were carrying on the business on behalf of themselves and the 
vendors). “The true tost of whether a partnership was intended is this : 
whether there was a joint business, or whether the parties were intending 
to carry on the business as the agents of each other *’ (ibid., per Lopes, L. J., 
at p. 377); compare ChiUy v. Boorman (1890), 7 T. L. R. 43. It was 
formerly held that a partner who had retired, reserving an annuity varying 
with the profits, had not ceased to be a partner (Be Colheck ds Co., Ex parte 
Wilson, Ex parte Todd (1817), Buck, 48). If the agreement does not 
state that tne annuity is to be paid out of profits, the vendor may prove 
in the bankruptcy of the purchaser, in competition with other creditors, 
for the capitalised value of the annuity (Be Qieve, Ex parte Shaw (1899), 
80 L. T. 737, C. A.). 

(A;) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 2 (3) (c), re-enacting 
the Partnership Amendment Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 86), s. 3 ; Rti Jones, 
Expaiie Harper (1867), 1 De G. & J. 180, C. A. 

(4) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 2 (3) (b), re-enacting 
the Partnership Amendment Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 86), s. 2 ; and 
see Pott V. Eyton (1846), 3 C. B. 32 ; Andrews v. Pugh ^864), 24 L. J. (CH.) 
68 ; Walker v. Eirsch (1884), 27 Ch. D. 460, C. A., disapproving of Pawsey 
V. Armstrong (1881), 18 Ch. D. 698 ; Be Ellins, Ex parte Eickin (I860), 3 
De G. & Sm. 662 ; title Master and Servant, Vol. XX., p. 68. The receipt 
of a share of profits as remuneration for services had, in several old cases, 
been held to make the reciment a partner with all the consequent rights 
and liabilities (jK« Blenkin, Ex parte Digby (1836), 1 Deac. 341 ; Ex parte 
Eo^kinson (1816), 19 Ves. 291 ; Katsch v. Schenk (1849), 13 Jur. 668). 
This was especially the case where the circumstances pointed to a joint 
adventure (Coppard v. Page (1800), For. 1 ; Smith v. Sherwood (1846), 10 
Jur. 214). But if the agreement for a share of profits was merely a 
mode of calculating wages, it was not held to constitute a partnership 
(PerroU v. Bryant (1836), 2 Y. & C. (ex.) 61 ; Stocker v. Brockelba/Mc 
(1661), 3 Mac. & G. 260; B, v. WoHley (1861), 2 Den. 333). The true 
criterion was whether the servant looked to the general credit of his 
master, or shared the profits of the trade with him, t.e., took a share of 
profits as such (Badcliffe v. Bnehworth (1864), 33 Beav. 484). 
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Thus a broker (m) or other agent (n), or a clerk or servant (o), Sbot.s. 

who receives a share of profits, or a periodical payment measured Sharing 

by profits, by way of remuneration instead of a fixed commis- Profits, 
sion or salary, is not necessarily a partner ,* although he may 
have an option to become a partner, and may do acts which 
either a partner or manager might do(p). But if he also bears 
losses he may be a partner (q). 

If his agreement gives him rights usually given to a partner or Partnership 
contains provisions applicable to a partner, for example, that he rights imp^ 
shall not pledge his co-adventurer’s credit, the inference of partner- 
ship is conclusive (r). 

16 . The receipt by a person of a debt or other liquidated Receipt of 
amount, by instalments or otherwise, out of the profits of a business debt out of 
does not of itself make him a partner (.s). » profits. 

16 . The advance of money by way of loan to a person engaged share of 
in or about to engage in business on the terms that the lender shall profits as 
receive a rate of interest, varying with profits, or a share of profits 
instead of such interest, does not of itself make the lender a partner, 
if the loan is made pursuant to a contract in writing signed by or 
on behalf of all the parties thereto (0. It is immaterial whether 

(m) Beniamin v. Porteus (1796), 2 Hy. Bl. 690; explained in Be Nevill, 

Ex parte White (1871), 6 Ch. App. 397, per Mellisii, L.J., at pp. 404, 

405. 

(n) Meyer v. Sharpe (1813), 5 Taunt. 74 ; Stocker v. Brookelbank (1861), 

3 Mac. & G. 250. 

(o) B. V. Holme (1811), 2 Low. C. C. 256; Burnell v. Hunt (1841), 5 
Jut. 660 ; Edmundson v. Thompson (1861), 31 L. J. (ex.) 207. 

(p) Be Closson, Ex parte Harris (1846), De G. 165 ; Edmundson v. 

Thompson, supra. The distinction formerly drawn between a payment out 
of profits and a payment measured by profits (Ex parte Hamper (1811), 17 
Ves. 403, 404 ; Harrington v. Churchward (I860), 6 Jur. (n. 8.) 576) was 
disapproved of in Bullen v. Sharp (1865), L. R. 1 C. P. 86, Ex. Ch., by 
Bramwell, B., at p. 126. 

(q) Smith v. Watson (1824), 2 B. & C. 401 ; Beid v. Hollinshead (1825), 

4 B. & C. 867 ; compare Walker v. Hirsch (1884), 27 Ch. D. 460, C. A. 

(r) Moore v. Davis (1879), 11 Ch. D. 261 ; Pole v. Leask (1863), 9 Jur. 

(n. s.) 829. Where the vendor of a medical practice received a lump sum 
for the goodwill and a share of the first year’s profits after the sale, during 
which he was to introduce the purchaser to his patients, he was not a 
})artner; the share of profits was a form of remuneration (Bawlinson v. 

Clarke (1846>, 16 M. & W. 292, 302, Ex. Ch.). 

(s) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 2 (3) (a). This clause 
extends the law to agreements not touched by the Partnership Amendment 
Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 86). 

(t) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 2 (3) (d) ; Be Young, 

Ex parte Jones, [1896] 2 Q. B. 484 ; Be Howard, Ex parte Tennant (1877), 

6 Cn. D. 303, C. A. ; Be Whittaker, Ex parte Macmillan (1871), 24 L. T. 

143* A person who agreed to pay to a business firm money to be used 
in buying goods for the business in consideration of a fixed rate of 
interest and a share of the profits of a specified branch of the business was 
held not to be a partner (Meyer v. Schacher (1878), 38 L. T. 97). But such 
au agreement may constitute a breach of a covenant by the lender with his 
partners not to engage directly or indirectly in any other business (Cooper 
V. Page (1876), 34 £. T. 90). ft has been suggested that if there is no agree- 
ment in writing the intending lender must be regarded as a partner (Be 
Fort, Ex parte Scho^ld, [1897] 2 Q. B. 495, C. A., per A. L. Smith, L. J., at 
p. 601). But this dictum has not yet received authoritative confirmation. 
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the amount payable as interest increases or decreases, or whether a 
maximum rate is fixed which is liable only to decrease in pro- 
portion to the profits, if the agreement to that effect is clear (ia). 
But if it is vague and unintelligible it maybe void for uncertainty, 
in y^hich case the lender can prove as an ordinary creditor {v). 

The fact that the lender has an option to become a partner (x) 
or to require his nominee to be taken into partnership within a 
specified period does not make him a partner (a). 

But if, on the true construction of the agreement, the real relation- 
ship between the parties is not purely and bojid fide that of debtor 
and creditor, the effect of an advance in consideration of a share of 
profits may easily be to place the intending lender in the position 
of a partner with all its consequences and liabilities (i), even though 
this may not be the intention of the parties and though the agree- 
ment may contain an express declaration to the contrary (c). If 
the agreement gives the supposed lender the rights and privileges 
of a partner (d), no device or contrivance will enable him to escape 
the liabilities of a partner (e). If he is not a partner, he is merely 
a creditor whose rights are limited by statute (/). A lender may, 
however, stipulate for large powers, some of which might be con- 
sistent with the position either of a creditor or a sleeping partner ; 
and, if such powers are reasonably necessary for the protection 
of his interest as a lender, they will not be held to make him a 
partner (g), 

17 . A lender who receives a rate of interest varying wuth the 
profits of a business, or a share of the profit of a business carried 
on by the borrower, cannot prove in competition with trade or 
other creditors for valuable consideration in the bankruptcy of the 


As to the nocossity for the agreement to bo in writing, see title Deeds 
AND Other Instruments, Vol. X., p. 420. 

{u) Be Vince, Ex parte Trustee in Banlcruvtcg, [1892] 1 Q. B. 687. 

(v) Be Vince, Ex parte Baxter, [1892] 2 Q. B. 478, C. A. ; compare Be Fori, 
Ex parte Schofield, [1897] 2 Q. B. 496, C. A. As to the position of the 
lender in the bankruptcy of the borrower, see title Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 223. 

(x) Be Vanderplank, Ex parte Turquand (1841), 2 Mont. D. & De G. 339. 

(а) Be Harris, Ex parte Davis (1863), 4 De G. J. & Sm. 623. 

( б ) Syers v. Syers (1876), 1 App. Gas. 174. 

(o) Be Megevand, Ex parte Delhasse (1878), 7 Ch. D. 611, C. A. 

(d) Badeley v. Consolidated Bank (1888), 38 Ch. D. 238, C. A. ; Dehenham 
V. Phillips (1887), 3 T. L. R. 612. 

(e) “ If a partnership in fact exists, a community of interest in the 
adventure being carried on in fact, ... no verbal equivalent for the 
ordinary phrases of profit and loss, no indirect expedient for enforcing 
control over the adventure will prevent the substance and reality of the 
transaction from being adjudged to be a partnership (Adam v. New- 
bigqing (1888), 13 App. Gas. 308, per Lord Halsbuby, I 4 .C., at p. 316; 
and see Pooley v. Driver (1876), 6 Ch. D. 468) ; compare Courtenay v. 
Wagsta^ (1864), 16 G. B. (n. s.) 110; Be Myevand, Ex parte Delhasse, 
supra; Frowde v. WiUiams (1886), 66 L. f, (Q. B.) 62; Stewart v. 
Buchanan (1903), 6 F. (Ct. of Sess.) 16. 

(f) Be Howard, Ex parte Tennant (1877), 6 Ch. D. 303, C. A. ; KeVyy. 

(1880), 49 L. J. (cir.) 383; Aklie Bolaget Iggesunds Bruk v. Von 

Dadelszen (1887), 3 T. L. R. 617, C. A. 

(g) Hollom v. Which^w (1896), 64 L. J. (q. b.) 170. 
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borrower (h), whether the agreement is written or oral (i). The Swr. s. 

creditors to wl)om he is postponed are those at the date of the Sharing 

insolvency, not of the loan(j). Accordingly, the lender cannot 
prove pan passu with other creditors by virtue of a pretended repay- 
ment and new advance or by any other device to evade the 
statute (A:). But if the loan is repaid, and a new advance bond fide 
made on different terms, or if further advances are made on 
different terms, the lender may be in a position to prove pari passu 
with other creditors (y). If the lender takes a security by way 
of mortg^e, he has the ordinary rights of a secured creditor, and 
may retain (Z) or foreclose (m) his security. 

18 . A seller of the goodwill of a business in consideration of 

a share of profits cannot prove in the bankruptcy of the buyer in • 

competition with the creditors for value (n). 

Sect. 4. — Holding out as Partners. 

19 . A person who represents himself, or knowingly suffers Holding 
himself to be represented, as a partner is liable, as if he were 
actually a partner, to anyone who has, on the faith of such repre- 
sentation, given credit to the firm(o); but the liability does not . 
appear to extend to torts (p). He is estopped from denying the truth 

of such representation, and is therefore subject to the same liabilities 
as if he were, in fact, a partner {q), although he contributes neither 

(h) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 3, substantially 
re-enacting the Partnership Amendment Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Viet. o. 86), 

8. 5 ; see Re Mason, Ex parte Bing, [1899] 1 Q. B. 810 (whore the loan to 
a firm was continued to the surviving partner). 

(t) Be Fort, Ex parte Schofield, [1897] 2 Q. B. 496, C. A. 

Ij) Re Tew, Ex parte Mills (1873), 8 Ch. App. 609. 

{k) Re Hildesheim, Ex parte the Trustee, [1893] 2 Q. B. 367, C. A. ; Re 
Orason, Ex parte Taylor (1879), 12 Ch. D. 366, C. A . ; Re Stone (1880), 33 
Ch. D. 641 ; Re Mason, Ex parte Bing, supra. 

{1) Re Lonergan, Ex parte Shell (1877), 4 Ch. D. 789, C. A., overruling 
Re Ramsden, Ex parte Macarthur (1871), 40 L. J. (boy.) 86. 

(m) Badeley v. Consolidated Bank (1888), 38 Ch. D. 238, C. A. 

(n) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 3. 

(o) Ibid., 8. 14 (1). “There can be no doubt that persons may be 
partners towards the world and yet not be partners as between them- 
Belves “ {Re Stanton Iron Co. (1856), 21 Beav. 164, per Romillt, M.R., at 
p. 169; see also Waugh v. Cancer (1793), 2 Ily. Bl. 236, 246; Jacobsen 
V. Hennekenius ‘{1114), 6 Bro. Pari. Cas. 482 ; Mvlford v. Origin (1868), 1 
F. &L F. 146). Each partner is the agent of the others to make contracts 
on behalf of the firm ; therefore the members of the firm are deemed the 
agents of a person who holds himself out as a partner {ReyneU v. Lewis, 

Wyld V. Hopkins (1846), 16 M. & W. 617, 627). 

(p) Smith V. Bailey, [1891] 2 Q. B. 403, C. A., disapproving of Stables v. 

Eley (1825), 1 C. & P. 614, as reported; and see title Tort. As to the 
ordmary liability of partners for torts, see pp. 30 et seq., post. As to the 
effect of admi.ssion6 or representations made by a partner, see title 
Evidence, Vol. XIII., p. 460. . 

{q) “ The doctrine of nolding out is a branch of the doctrine of estoppel 
{Re Fraser, Ex paHe Central Bank of London, [1892] 2 Q. B. 633, C. A., per 
Lord Esher, M.R., at p, 637). “ Where a man holds himself out as a 

S artner or allows others to do it .... he is then properly estopped from 
cnying the character he has assumed, and upon the faith of which 
creditors may be presumed to have acted. A man so doing may be rightly 
held liable as a partner by estoppel ” (MoTlwo, March db Co. v. Court of 
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capital nor labour, and has no interest in the profits of the business, 
or is indemnified against all possibility of loss (r), or although he is 
employed therein merely as a clerk or servant (a), or. having been 
a partner, has retired without giving proper notice of that fact (6). 

A representation that a person is willing or intends to become a 
partner is not enough, and persons to whom it is made ought to 
inquire whether he subsequently became a partner (c). 

20. The estoppel can only be relied upon, and the liability be 
enforced, by persons to whom the representation has been made 
and who have acted upon the faith of it(d). A general representa- 
tion to the public is not sufficient unless the person giving credit 
can satisfy the court or jury that he heard of and acted upon it (e). 

21. The representation may be made or communicated either 
by words, spoken or written, or by conduct ; and may be so made 
or communicated either by the (^wasi-partner or by a third person (/). 

Wards (1872), L. R. 4 P. C. 419, per Sir Montagu Smith, at p. 436 ; see also 
titles Agency, Vol. I., pp. 168, 201 ; Estoppel, Vol. XIII., p. 390; com- 
pare Olossop v. Colman (1816), 1 Stark. 25). 

(r) Waugh v. Carver (i793), 2 Ily. Bl. 235, 246 ; Bond v. Pittard (1838), 
3 M. & W. 367. 

(а) Kirkwood v. Oheeiham (1862), 2 F. & F. 798 ; Ex parte Watson (1815), 
19 Ves. 459, 461 ; Peacock v. Peacock (1809), 2 Camp. 45; compare 
Cornelius v. Harrison (1862), 2 F. & F. 768; Hardman v. Booth (1863), 1 
II. & C. 803. 

(б) See pp. 38, 96, post, 

(c) Bourne v. Freeth (1829), 9 B. & C. 632 ; compare BeyneXl v. LewiSp 
Wyld V. Hopkins (1846), 15 M. & W. 617, 629 ; and see title Mis- 
representation AND Fraud, Vol. XX., p. 669. 

{d) Be Fraser, Ex parte Central Bank of London, [1892] 2 Q. B. 633, 637, 
C. A. ; Jlf‘Iver V. Humble (1812), 16 East, 169, 174 ; Carter v. Whalley (1830), 
1 B. & Ad. 11, 14 ; Lloyd v. Ashby (1826), 2 C. & P. 138. The name of a 
nominal firm affords no information with regard to the partners composing 
it, and a party contracting with it takes his chance who they may be {Bon- 
field V. Smith (IMi), 12 M. & W. 406). A representation subsequent to the 
transaction sued upon is not enough to fix liability on the g'Ufwt -partner 
(Baird v. Planque (1868), 1 F. & F. 344) ; and a representation, limited to a 
particular concern or class of business, may not constitute a general partner- 
ship so as to create liability in matters not connected with such particular 
concern or class ot business (De Berkom v. Smith (1793), 1 Esp. 29). 

(o) As regards the effect of notice of private stipulations between 
partners, see Oallway (Viscount) v. Mathew (1808), 10 East, 264 ; Alderson 
V. Pope (1808), 1 Camp. 404, n. ; compare Brown v. Leonard (1816), 2 
Chit. 120 ; Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 8. As to what 
is a sufficient representation, see Dickinson v. Valpy (1829), 10 B, & C. 128, 
140 ; Ford v. Whitmarsh (1840), H. & W. 63 ; Martyn v. Cray (1863), 14 
C. B. (N. 8.) 824, 839. The liability would arise in the case of a person 
ceasing to bo a partner if he “ had done business with the plaintiff before 
as a member of a firm or had so publicly appeared as a partner as to 
satisfy a jury that the plaintiff must have believed him to be such partner, 
or if ne had suffered the plaintiff to continue in and act upon that belief 
by omitting to give notice that he had ceased to be a partner ** (Carter v. 
Whalley, supra, per Parke, J., at p. 14). Each case of this nature must 
depend on its own circumstances with reference to the effect of ^e defen- 
dant’s language and conduct on the plaintiff’s mind ” (Ijake v. Argyll 
(Duke) (1844), 6 Q. B. 477 ; see also Wood v. ArgyU (Duke) (1844), 6 lifan. 
& G. 928). 

(/) Dickinson v. Valpy, supra, at pp. 140, 141 ; Martyn v. Gray, supra, 
at p. 839; see Walter v. Ashton, [1902] 2 Ch. 282 (cycles advertised as 
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In the latter case the supposed partner is not bound unless tlio 
representation has been made with his knowledge and assent (f/). 
But if he has himself made, or expressly or impliedly authorised, 
such a representation, he is liable, although he may not know that 
it has been communicated to the person who has acted upon it (h). 
In the case of a representation by a third person it is sulScient if 
the g?/asi-partner has been so described as to be clearly identified, 
though his name has not been mentioned and may even have been 
refused (?). 

In the case of representation by conduct the acts relied upon 
must not be ambiguous (/. ). A former partner is not held out as a 
partner by the mere continued use by the firm from which he has 
retired of a firm name consisting of his surname with the addition 
of the words “ & Co.” (1). 

The rule of estoppel applies to a former partner who has retired 
without giving proper notice of dissolution (m). The representation 
is a continuing one as regards persons who have dealt with tlie 
old firm unless and until such notice is given, but not as regards 
new customers or creditors who never knew that he was a part- 
ner (n). But where, on the death of a partner, the business is 
continued by the surviving partners under the old name, the rule 
does not apply so as to impose liability upon the personal repre- 
sentatives of the late partner for transactions of the surviving 
partners after his death, even as regards old customers or creditors 
who have no notice of his death (o) ; and on this ground the 
court has refused to restrain the surviving partners from using his 
name (p). 

22 . Where judgment has been obtained against a firm, execu- 
tion may issue (q) against a person whose liability arose from 


“ Times cycles ”). As regards the general distinction between representa- 
tions of intention and of tact, see title Misrepresentation and Fraud, 
Vol. XX., p. 659. 

(g) Fox V. Clifton (1830), 6 Bing. 776, 794. Assent will bind him, 
although it was obtained by promises of irresponsibility or by misrepre- 
sentation, if the person to whom he was held out was not a party to such 
promises or misrepresentation (Collingwood v. Berkeley (1863), 16 C. B. 
(n. 8.) 145 ; Ellis v. Schmoeck (1829), 6 Bing. 621 ; Maddich v. Marshall 
(1863), 16 C. B. (N. 8.) 387 ; affirmed (1864), 17 C. B. (n. 8.) 829, Ex. Ch.). 
In Vice v. Anson (Lady) (1827), 7 B. & C. 409, a person was held not to bo 
liable as partner who erroneously beheved herself to be such, and held 
herself out as such, but not to the plaintiff. 

(h) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 14 (1). 

(i) Martyn v. Gray (1863), 14 C. B. (n. 8.) 824, 841. 

(k) Bdmundson v. Thompson (1861), 2 P. & F. 664. 

(l) Burchell v. Wilde, [1900] 1 Ch. 651, C. A. ; Townsend v. Jarman, 
[1900] 2 Ch. 698, 706 ; compare Eosher v. Tou/ng (1901), 17 T. L. R. 347. 

(m) As to proper notice, see p. 96, post 

(n) Ex parte Watson (1815), 19 Ves. 469, 461 ; Waugh v. Carver (1793), 
2 Hy. Bl. 236 ; Scarf y. Jardine (1882), 7 App. Cas. 346, 349, 366 ; Newsome 
V. Coles (1811), 2 Camp. 617 (followed by KTat, L.J., in Re Fraser, Ex parte 
Central Bank of London, [1892] 2 Q. B. 633, C. A^) ; Williams v. Keats (1817), 
2 Stark. 290. 

(o) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 14 (2) ; Pf^ay^s v. 
Nohte, HouUon's Case (1816), 1 Mer. 629, 616 ; VuUiamy v. Noble (1817), 3 
Mer. 693, 614. 

(p) Webster y. Webster (1791), 3 Swan. 490, n. 

(£) By leave, under B. S. C., Ord. 48, r. 8 ; see p. 46, 
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••holding out”(7-); persons hold themselves out as 

partnerSi they may be jointly adjudicated bankrupts, and, in the 
bankruptcy, property employed in the business may be treated as 
their joint estate, although as between themselves it was the 
separate property of one of them («). 


Part III. — Creation and Duration of 

Partnership. 

Sect. Legality of Partnership^ 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Jn General 

23 . A partnership may be illegal either because its members 
exceed the number permitted by statute or because it is formed 
for an illegal purpose. An unregistered partnership or association 
oi more than ten members carrying on the business of banking or 
of more than twenty members carrying on any other business for 
the purpose of gain is illegal (t). 

Although a partnership firm may, subject to the rights of other 
persons, adopt any style or title and may describe itself as a 
“ company,*’ it must not assume to be, nor usurp the rights and 
powers of, a corporation (u). 

A partnership formed for making profits by a business which is 
contrary to public policy, or which cannot be carried on without a 
breach of the common or statute law, is illegal {x)> 


(r) Sec Davis v. Ilyman & Co., [1903] 1 K. B. 864, C. A., and p. 13, 
ante, p. 46, post. 

(s) Be Howland and Crankshaw (1866), 1 Ch. App. 421; explained aid 
discussed in Be Pulsford, Ex parte Hayman (1878), 8Cli. D. 11, C. A. An 
to the doctrine of reputed ownership m bankruptcy in the case of partners, 
see title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. IL, p. 176, and the cases 
there cited. 

(f) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 1 ; Harris 
V. Amery (1866), L. R. 1 C. P, 148 ; compare Blundell \. Winsor (1837), 
8 Sim. 601 ; Harrison v. Hcathom (1843), 6 Man. & G. 81 ; and see title 
Companies, Vol. V., pp. 44, 766. 

(u)Be Mexican and South American Co., Grisewood and Smith's Case, 
De Passes Case (1869), 4 De G. & J. 644, C. A. ; Maugham v. Sharpe 
(1864), 17 C. B. (n. 8.) 443. The fact that shares in the partnership are 
transferable by delivery of certificates does not render it illegal {Be Mexican 
and South American Co., Aston's Case (1869), 4 De G. & J. 320, C. A. ; 
compare Be General Company for Promotion of Land Credit (1870), 6 
Ch. App. 363, affirmed suh nom. Beuss {Princess) v. Bos (1871), L. R. 6 
H. L. 176) ; and see title Companies, Vol. V., p. 764. 

{x) But a joint venture for blockade running is not illegal {Be Grazehrook, 
Ex parte Chavasse (1865), 4 De G. J. & Sm. 655). Partnerships formed for 
the following purposes have been held iUegal : — ^the sale of smuggled goods 
{Biggs v. Lawrence (1789), 3 Term Rep. 454 ; compare Waymell v. Beed 
(1794), 6 Term Rep. 699, and Clugas v. Penaluna (1791), 4 Term Rep. 
466) ; bookmaking or betting if carried on contrary to the Betting Act, 
1853 (16 Ac 17 Viet. c. 119) (uigginson v. Simpson (1877), 2 C. P. D. 76; 
and, as to wagering contracts, see title Gaming and Wagsrinq, Vol. XV.» 

2 p. 267 et seq.) ; secret pawnbroking (Armafrono y. Armstrong, Lmis v. 
rmstrong (1834), 3 My. & K. 46, 64 ; Gordon v. Uowden (1845), 12 Cl. Ac 
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Sub-Sect. 2. — Effect of Hlegalify. 

24. An agreement for an illegal partnership will not be 
specifically enforced, even though partly performed ( 2 /), nor can 
damages be recovered for breach of it (a), and, if the whole pur- 
pose of the partnership is illegal the court will not recognise it, or 
enforce any rights which the supposed partners would otherwise 
have(i), especially where the parties have agreed to enter, as 
partners, into a transaction which they know to be illegal (c). 
Therefore an action will not lie for an account of profits of illegal 
underwriting (d), even though defendant does not plead the illegality, 
if it is brought to the notice of the court (^) ; and if the plaintiff’s 
case discloses the illegality of the transacjtion the court will not help 
him (/). It is no part of the duty of the court to aid either in 

Fin. 237, H. L.). Partnerships for underwriting were formerly illegal 
(stat. (1719) 6 Geo. 1, c. 18, repealed by stat. (1824) 6 Geo. 4, 0 . 114, on 
this point ; Mitchell v. Cockhume (1794), 2 Hy. Bl. 379 ; Watts v. Brooks 
(1798), 3 Ves. 612; Knowles v. Uaughton (1805), 11 Ves. 168; Auhert v. 
Maze (1801), 2 Bos. & P. 371 ; Re Sc^tt, Ex parte Bell (1813), 1 M. & S. 751 ; 
Everth V. Blackhume (1817), 2 Stark. 66 ; Booth v. Hodgson (1795), 6 Term 
Rep. 405; Lees v. Smith (1797), 7 Term Rep. 338). But the persons 
insured could sue the supposed partners (Brett v. Beckwith (1856), 3 Jur. 
(N. 8.) 31). An agreement by a solicitor to take into partnership an 
unadmitted person is illegal and void (Willmms v. Jones (1826), 6 B. & C. 
108, where evidence that the agreement was not intended to take effect 
until such person was admitted was rejected) ; but it is not illegal for a 
solicitor who holds public offices to agree that his emoluments shall form 
part of the profits of his firm (Clarke v. Richards (1835), 1 Y. & C. (ex.) 
351 ; Sterry v. Clifton (1850), 9 C. B. 110) ; or for a solicitor to agree to 
pay part of the profits of his business to an unqualified person (Candler 
V. Candler (1821), Jac. 225, 231 ; Bunn v. (1803), 4 East, 190); or 
for a retired solicitor to permit the use of his name by Ids former partners 
(Aubin V. Holt (1855), 2 K. & J. 66) ; and see, further, title Solicitors. 

(y) Ewing v. Oshaldiston (1837), 2 My. & Cr. 53. As to the incidents of 
illegal contracts, see, generally, title Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 407 et seq. 
As to specific performance generally, see title Specific Performanc'E. 

(a) Vuvergier v. Fellows (IS^O), 5 Bing. 248 ; affirmed (1832), 1 Cl. & Fin. 
39, H. L. 

(b) Higginson v. Simpson (1877), 2 C. P. D. 76. 

(c) De Begnis v. Armistead (1833), 10 Bing. 107 ; Sa^enj v. Mayer, [1901] 
1 K. B. 11, C. A. ; Holman v. Johnson (1775), 1 Cowp. 341 ; Cousins v. 
Smith (1807), 13 Ves. 542 ; Lees v. Smith (1797), 7 Term Rep. 338. 

(d) Knowles v. Haughton (1805), 11 Ves. 168; and see title Contract, 
Vol. VII., p. 487. 

(e) Scotty. Brown, Doering, McNab & Co., Slaughter and May v. Brown, 
Doering, McNab cfe Co., [1892] 2 Q. B. 724, C. A. 

(/) (Sedge v. Royal Exchange Assurance Corporation, [1900] 2 Q. B. 214 ; 
compare Thomson v. Thomson (1802), 7 Ves. 470 ; and see, generally, title 
Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 407 — 409. Where partners are engaged in illegal 
contracts, one of them, who pays the whole of a partnerwiip debt with- 
out the express request of his partners, cannot enforce contribution 
(Faikney v. Reynous (1767), 4 Burr. 2069, and Petrie v. Hannay (1789), 3 
Term Rep. 418, which were to the contrary effect, were overruled by 
Cannon y. Bryce (1819), 3 B. & Aid, 179). Where certain directors knew 
at the time of issuing a prospectus, relying on which a person bought 
shares in the company, that the project was impracticable, it was held that 
the plaintiff was entitled only to the relief which he might have had if the 
project had been a bubble ah inUio, namely, to be repaid his purchase- 
money (Harvey v. Collett (1846), 15 Sim. 332). As to the disabling effect 
of an associawn bei^ illegal, see, further, titles Companies, Vol. V., 
P- 767; Trade and 'I^ade Unions. 
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carrying out an illegal contract or in dividing the proceeds arising 
from an illegal contract between the parties to that illegal contract ; 
and no action can be maintained either for the one purpose or for 
the other (g). 

But after an illegal transaction has come to an end the court will 
interfere to prevent those who have, under the illegal contract, 
obtained money belonging to other persons on the representation 
that the contract was legal, from keeping that money (g). A 
receiver has been appointed pendente lite where the defendant set up 
a claim, founded on alleged illegality, to the property of a partner- 
ship although he had accounted to the plaintiff for many years on 
the footing of partnership (h), 

25. If the fundamental objects of a partnership or society are 
legal, the fact that the articles or rules contain illegal provisions 
does not invalidate the whole (t) ; and, if the objects of the partner- 
ship can, and are intended to, be carried out without any breach of 
the common or statute law, the fact that one partner has been 
guilty of illegal acts in the conduct of the business does not make 
the partnership illegal or prevent an innocent partner from enforcing 
the partnership obligations (k), 

26. An illegal association cannot be wound up under the 
Companies Acts(Z), at any rate at the instance of a creditor or 
shareholder who knew of the illegality (vi). 


(g) Sykes v. Beadon (1879), 11 Cli. D. 170, per Jessel, M.B., at pp. 193, 
196. In some old cases a distinction was drawn between enforcing an 
illegal contract and asserting rights to money which had arisen from it. 
If a partnership is not illegal in itself, the tact that the partners have 
evaded a statute is not a bar to an action by one of them against the others 
for an account {Sharp v. Taylor (1848), 2 Ph. 801 ; compare Tenant v. 
Elliott (1797), 1 Bos. & P. 3 ; Farmer v. Bussell (1798), 1 Bos. & P. 296 ; 
Thomson v. Thomson (1802), 7 Ves. 470 ; but see Be South Wales Atlantic 
Steamship Co, (1876), 2 Oh. D. 763, C. A.). 

(h) Hale V. Bale (1841), 4 Beav. 369. Though the members of an illegal 
association have no corporate rights and do not form a legal partnersmp, 
they do not lose their legal rights as owners of property {B, v. Frankland 
(1863), Le. & Ca. 276, C. C. R.). As to the embezzlement of property 
belonging to persons who are members of an illegal association, see titles 
Companies, Vol. V., p. 768; Criminal Law and Procedure, VoL IX., 
pp. 636, 662, 663; Friendly Societies, Vol. XV., p. 189. 

(i) Collins V. Locke (1879), 4 App. Cas. 674, P. C. ; Swaine v. Wilson 
(1889), 24 Q. B. D. 262, C. A. ; and see title Companies, Vol. V., p. 766. 
Where the principal object of an association of more than twenty members 
was the management and investment of a trust fund, it was held not to be 
illegal (Smith v. Anderson (1880), 16 Ch. D. 247, C. A., in which Be 
Artfi mr Average Association for British, Foreign, and Colonial Ships, Ex 

S arte Hargrove dt Co, (1876), 10 Ch. App. 642, was doubted; and see 
), V. Whitmarsh (1860), 16 Q. B. 600; title Companies, Vol. V., p. 46). 

(A;) Thwaites v. CouUhwaite, [1896] 1 Ch. 496 ; Harvey v. Hart, [1894] 
W. N. 72, following Be MaiU>s v. Benjamin (1894), 63 L. J. (q. b.) 248, and 
distinguishing Higginson v. Simpson (1877), 2 C. P. D. 76. 

( 1 ) See title Companies, Vol. v., pp. 394, 768. 

(m) See cases dted, title Companies, Vol. V., p. 768, note (a). But it 
may oe doubted whether the court would not interfere at the instance of 
an innocent creditor or shareholder (Bookin v. Midland Bail, Co, (1877), 
2 Ap^. Cas. 792, per Lord Blackburn, at p. 806) ; see title Companies, 


Vol 


p. 768, 
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Sect. 2. — Personal Capacity, 

27. Clergymen, though generally prohibited by statute from 
engaging in trade, may be partners in firms exceeding six persons 
and in businesses which have devolved on them in certain specified 
modes {n). Contracts made by them as partners are not void (n), 
although they may be trading contrary to the statute (o). 

28. A partnership between a British subject and an alien, other 
than an alien enemy resident in an enemy’s country (p), is valid (g^). 
But if any partner, whether a British subject or an alien, be 
resident in a hostile country, neither he nor his partner resident in 
England can recover money owing to his firm in the English 
courts (r). If a duly accredited member of a foreign embassy 
resident in England, whether a British subject or an alien, is a 
partner in an English firm, he cannot be sued in the English 
courts without his consent (s ) ; but if he submits to the jurisdiction 
he is estopped from subsequently objecting to it (a). 

29. If a partner becomes a convict, his share in the partnership 
is subject to the Forfeiture Act, 1870 (fc). 

30. An infant is not bound by a contract of partnership made 
by him during minority. But if he agrees with adults to be their 
partner and subsequently on behalf of the partnership enters into 
contracts with third persons, those contracts bind his adult partners, 
and they are entitled to insist that the partnership assets shall be 
applied in payment of the partnership liabilities before he receives 
anything (c). On attaining twenty-one the infant may repudiate 
the partnership contract (d), but he cannot, on such repudiation. 


(n) Pluralities Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. o. 106), ss. 20 — 31 ; see title 
Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. XL, p. 657. As to the position of Protestant 
Nonconformist ministers, see ibid., p. 813. 

(o) Lewis V. Bright (1856), 4 E. & B. 917 ; Hall v. Franklin (1838), 3 
M. & W. 259. 

(n) Ex parte Boussmaker (1806), 13 Ves. 71 ; Evans v. Richardson (1817), 
3 Mer. 469. 

(q) Wells V. Williams (1698), 1 Salk. 46. As to the rights and duties of 
aliens, see title Aliens, Vol. I., pp. 306 et sea. 

(r) McConnell v. Hector (1802), 3 Bos. & P. 113; The Indian Chief 
(1801), 3 Ch. Bob. 12; compare The Jonge Klassina (1804), 6 Ch. Rob.' 
297, and The Portland (1800), 3 Ch. Rob. 41. As to commercial domicil, 
see title Conflict of Laws, Vol. VI., pp. 195, 196. 

(«) Macartney v. Garhutt (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 368; Magdalena Steam 
Navigation Co. v. Martin (1869), 2 £. & E. 94 ; see Musurus Bey v. Qadban, 
[1894] 2 Q. B. 352, 362, C. A.; and see title Constitutional Law» 
Vol. VI., pp. 431, 432. 

(o) Taylor v. Best (1864), 14 C. B. 487. 

(b) 33 & 34 Viet. c. 23, ss. 12, 21 ; see title Criminal Law and Pro- 
cedure, Vol. IX., p. 429 ; Re Bateman's Trust (1873), L. R. 16 Eq. 366 ; 
Carr v. Anderson, [1903] 2 Ch. 279, C. A. 

(c) Burgess v. Merrill (1812), 4 Taunt. 468; and see, further, title 
Infants and Children, Vol. XVII., pp. 63, 65. 

(d) Goode Y. Harrison (1821), 6 B. & Aid. 147. “There is nothing to 

prevent an infant trading or becoming a partner with a trader, and until 
™ contract of partnership be disaffirmed he is. a member of the trading 
firm. But it is equally clear that he cannrA qqijittact fey 
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recover a premium paid by him under a partnership contract on 
which he has acted (e), if he has derived any real benefit from the 
contract. It is otherwise if there has been an entire failure 
of consideration (/). If he adopts the contract and continues the 
partnership after attaining twenty-one, he is liable for the firm’s 
debts contracted during his minority ig). An infant partner who 
commits a wrong, for example, by falsely representing hie firm to 
be connected with a stranger’s business, may be restrained by 
injunction and ordered to pay costs (ft) ; so, also, an infant is 
liable in equity for fraudulent misrepresentation (i), as by holding 
himself out as a person of full age (/c). 

31. An agreement for partnership or otherwise entered into by 
a person apparently sane, and not known by the other parties to be 
otherwise, is binding upon him, although he may in fact have been 
insane at the time ; but if the other parties knew him to be insane 
the agreement will be set aside (1). 

32. A married woman, whether she has separate property or not, 
can enter into contracts (?//). She may, therefore, become a partner 
either with her husband or with other persons, and her contracts, 
as such, bind her partners and the partnership assets («); but, 
with certain exceptions (o), she is not personally liable in respect 


trading ** {Lovell and Christmas v. Beauchamp, [1894] A. C. 607, per Lord 
Hersciiell, L.C., at p. 611). 

(«) lie Burrows, Ex parte Taylor (1856), 8 De G. M. & G. 264, C. A. ; 
Wilsons. Rear se {\%i)0), Peake, Add. Cas. 196; Holmes v. (1818), 
8 Taunt. 35. 

(/) Hamilton v. Vaughan-Shenin Electrical Engineering Co., [1894] 3 Ch. 
689 ; compare Corpe v. Overton (1833), 10 Bing. 262. 

(a) Ooode v. Harrison (1821), 6 B. & Aid. 147 ; Ex parte Moule (1808), 
14 Yes. 602. “ A trading of a sort is deposed to, but that was during 

infancy ; if, however, that trading was carried on after the trader became 
adult, though in a much less degree, the quantity of trading would not 
make him the less a trader ** {Ex parte Moule, supra, per Lord Eldon, L.C., 
at p. 603). 

{h) Woolf y. Woolf, [1899] 1 Ch. 343 ; Chubb v. Orifiths (1865), 36 Beav. 
127 ; LemprUre v. Lange (1879), 12 Ch. D. 675; and see title Infants 
AND Children, Vol. XVII., pp. 75, 144. 

(t) Be Jones, Ex parte Jones (1881), 18 Ch. D. 109, 120, C. A. 

{k) Be Lees, Ex parte Lees, Ex parte Heatherly (1836), 1 Deac. 705 ; 
compare Ex parte Watson (1809), 16 Ves. 266, and Be Bates, Ex parte 
Bates (1841), 2 Mont. D. & l)e G. 337. “But no representation that the 
infant who so trades is of full age arises out of the mere fact of his 
carrying on the trade “ {Be King, Ex parte Unity JoinUStock Mutual 
Banking Association (1868), 3 De G. & J. 63, C. A.). 

(Z) Molion V. Camroux (1848), 2 Exch. 487 ; Imperial Loan Co. v. Stone, 
[1892] 1 Q. B. 699, C. A. ; see title Lunatics and Persons of Unsound 
Mind, Vol. XIX., p. 397. As to dissolution on the ground of insanity, see 
p. 90, post 

(m) See title Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., p. 411. 

(n) Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. o. 76), s. 1. 

(o) By the custom of the City of London a married woman may trade 
within the City and contract as if she were nfeme sole {Ex parte Carington 
(1739), 1 Atk. 206 ; Beard v. Webb (1800), 2 Bos. & P. 93, 98, Ex. Ch. ; 
Be Orissell, Ex parte Jones (1879), 12 Ch. D. 484, 488, C. A. ; see title 
Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI.,^. 362) ; and a married woman, whose 
husband is a convicted felon (Xa Franks, Ex parte Franks (1831), 7 Bing. 
762 ; Be OrisseU, Ex parte Jones, supra), or is an alien enemy resident 
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of her contracts (j>). So far as she is concerned^ the contracts and 
liabilities of a firm in which she is a partner can only be enforced, 
BO long as she is under coverture, against her separate property 
which she is not restrained (q) from anticipating (r), whether such 
separate property is acquired by her before or after the contract or 
liability is made or incurred (a). 

A married woman who is in partnership with her husband 
cannot be made a bankrupt (a); but if she carries on a trade 
separately from him in partnership with others, she becomes subject 
to the bankruptcy laws in respect of her separate property (b). 

If she advances money to a partnership of which her husband is 
a member, she may prove in competition with other creditors (c). 

Sect. 8. — Evidence of Formation. 

Sub-Seot. Writing. 

33. The formation and terms of a partnership may be evidenced 
by partnership articles under seal, by an agreement signed by the 
partners, by an unsigned document drafted by one partner and 
adopted and acted on by the others (d), and even by an informal 


abroad (Berry v. Mazarine (Duchess) (1697), Ld. Raym. 147), can contract 
as a feme sole ; compare Barden v. Keverhera (1836), 2 M. & W. 61 (where 
the husband was an alien resident abroad, but not an enemy) ; or where 
she is living apart from her husband under a decree of judicial separation 
or a protection order; see title Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., p. 346. 
For cases in which husband and wife were living apart, but not pursuant 
to any judicial order, see Cecil v. Juxon (1738), 1 Atk. 278 ; Haddon v. 
Fladgate (1858), 1 Sw. & Tr. 48 ; Lamphir v. Creed (1803), 8 Ves. 599. 

(p) Marshall v. Button (1800), 8 Term Rep. 545; Married Women’s 
Property Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 75), ss. 1, 12, 19 ; Married Women’s 
Property Act, 1893 (56 &; 57 Viet. c. 63), s. 1, which Stored the rule laid 
down in Palliser v. Qtumey (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 519 ; Be Shakesvear, Deakin 
V. Lakin (1885), 30 Ch. D. 169 ; Scott v. Morley (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 120, 
C. A. ; and see title Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., p. 411. 

(q) If she is restrained from anticipation her contracts may be enforced 
against income which has actually become payable to her, but not against 
future income which is subject to the restraint when the contract is made, 
although she may become a widow, or be divorced before receiving it, 
unless she is made a bankrupt ; see, generally, title Husband and Wifb, 
Vol. XVI., pp. 368, 369, 456. 

(r) Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 76), s. 1 ; 
Married Women’s Property Act, 1893 (66 &; 67 Viet. o. 63), s. 1 ; Whittaker 
V. Kershaw (1890), 46 Ch. D. 320, C. A. ; EoliJby v. Hodgson (1889), 24 
Q. B. D. 103, C. A. ; Be Lynes, Ex parte Lester Co., [1893] 2 Q. B. 113, 

(s) Married Women’s Property Act, 1893 (66 & 57 Viet c. 63), s. 1. 
For form of judgment against a married woman, see Scott v. Morley, 
supra, at p. 132 ; title Husband and Wipe, Vol. XVI., p. 466. 

(a) Be HeUby, Ex parte Hehhy (1893), 63 L. J. (q. b.) 261. 

(h) Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 76), s. 1 (6) ; 
see also Be DagnaU, Ex parte Soan and Morley, [1896] 2 Q. B. 407 ; titles 
Bankkuptct and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 9, 10 ; Husband and Wife, 
VoL XVI., pp. 362, 363 ; and see p. 46, post. 

(c) Be Tup, Ex parte Nottingham (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 88. 

(d) Baxter v. West (I860), 1 Drew. & Sm. 173 ; Worts v. Fern (1708), 

3 Bro. Pari. Cas. 648. For a collection of forms of articles of p^nership, 
applicable to various dreumstanoes, see Encyolopmdia of Forms and 
Precedents, Vol. IX., pp. 458 et tag. 
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document initialled by the partners and intended only to form 
instructions for a formal document (e). But a partnership agree- 
ment which is not to be performed within a year from its date, for 
example, a partnership for more than a year, cannot be enforced 
unless it is evidenced by writing (/), or there has been part 
performance (g). 

A document signed by one person only, which would otherwise 
have been invalid for want of mutuality, may become evidence of 
the terms of a partnership if acted upon (h). 

A partnership has been established by parol evidence even where 
articles of partnership were in existence (i) ; and an agreement of 
partnership may be proved by parol, although the partnership is 
to deal with land (k) ; but an agreement to share the profits of a 
particular piece of land, where no other partnership is shown, 
cannot be so proved (1). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Mode of Dealing. 

34. The mode of dealing adopted by partners is evidence of the 
formation and original terms of a partnership if such terms are not 
set forth in any document. Partners are bound by the duties and 
obligations which are implied in every partnership contract if, and 
so far as, the express contract does not deal with them {m). 

The original terms of a partnership, even if evidenced by a 
written instrument, may be varied by mutual consent; and the 
mode of dealing adopted or acquiesced in by all the partners is 
sufficient evidence of such variation (n). The rights and duties 

(e) England v. Curling (1844), 8 Beav. 129. 

if) Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, o. 3), s. 4 ; Williams v. Jones (1826), 
6 13. & C. 108 ; Tomkins v. Bandell (1871), 19 W. K. 413 ; see titles CoN- 
iRACT, Vol. VIL, pp. 361, 365 ; Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., 
p. 420. 

{g) Baxter v. West (1860), 1 Drew. & Sm. 173 ; Crowley v. O'SuUivan, 
[1900] 2 I. R. 478 ; see title Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 379 et sea. 

(h) Eeyhoe v. Burge (1860), 9 C. B. 431. 

(i) Alderson v. Clay (1816), 1 Stark. 405. Similarly admissions made by 
a person in a former action that he is a partner (StxMy v. Banders (1823), 
2 Dow. & By. (K. B.) 347), or a verdict on an issue directed to try whether 
lie is a partner, may be used as evidence to establish a partnership 
( Whately v. Menheim (1798), 2 Esp. 608). Even the advertisement of a 
dissolution may be so used {Ex parte Matthews (1814), 3 Ves. & B. 126). 

(k) Gray v. Bmiih (1889), 43 Ch. D. 208, C. A., per Kekewich, J., at 
p. 211 ; Re Be Nicols, Be Nicole v. Curlier, [1900] 2 Ch. 410, citing Forster 
V. Hall (1798), 3 Ves. 696; Bale v. Hamilton (1846), 6 Hare, 369 ; compare 
Essex V. Essex (1855), 20 Beav. 442. 

(l) Caddick v. Skidmore (1857), 3 Jur. (n. s.) 1186 (a colliery); Isaacs v. 
Evans, [1899] W. N. 261 (a mine); see title Mines, Minerals, and 
Quarries, Vol. XX., p. 644. 

(m) Smith V. Jeyes (1841), 4 Beav. 603. 

(n) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 19 ; England v. 
Curling, supra ; Const v. Harris (1824), Turn. & R. 496 ; Re Vale of 
Neath and South Wales Brewery Co,, Keene's Executors' Case (1863), 3 
De G. M. & G, 272, C. A. ; Coventry v. Barclay (1864), 33 Beav. 1 ; 
PUlina y. Pilling (1866), 3 De G. J. & Sm. 162, C. A. (where the books 
were kept, and certain expenses were paid, otherwise than in accordance 
with the articles) ; Austen y. Boys (1868), 2 De G. & J. 626, following 
Oeddes y. Wallace (1820), 2 Bli. 270, H. L. ; and see Peat y. Smith (1889), 
5 T. L. R. 306. If a parol agreement is allied to vary the articles so 
as to affect the money interests of the partners, the intention to produce 
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of partners as defined by statute may be varied in the same 
way (o). 

Sect. 4. — Duration of Partnership. 

35. Where there is no express agreement to continue a partner- 
ship for a definite period there may be an implied agreement to do 
so ip). The fact that the partners hare bought a lease for a fixed 
term is not in itself evidence of such an implied agreement (g), nor 
is the incurring of debts (a). The burden of proving such an implied 
agreement is upon the person who alleges its existence (Jb), and the 
provisions relied on must be clearly inconsistent with the general 
right to dissolve (c). There is no presumption that a sub-partner- 
ship is to be for the same term as the principal partnership (d). 

36. If a partnership is continued beyond the stipulated period 
it is governed, in the absence of agreement to the contrary (<*), by 
the terms of the partnership as they were at the expiration of the 
period, so far as they are applicable to a partnership at will (/), 
such as an arbitration clause (17), a power to nominate a successor (/f), 
or a right of pre-emption (i). But provisions suitable to an agree- 
ment for a term of years are not so applicable, such as clauses for 
expulsion (7), clauses in the nature of penalties (A;), and rights of 
pre-emption (/.). The mode of realisation of assets prescribed by an 
agreement for a term of years may not apply to a dissolution at the 


such an effect must clearly appear by the evidence (Lawea v. Lawea (1878), 
9 Ch. D. 98). In MariinaaXe v. Marlindale (1865), 1 Jur. (n. s.) 932, the 
court varied articles of partnership which were unduly onerous to the 
surviving partner, the new arrangement being more beneficial for infants 
who were interested in the estate of a deceased partner. 

( 0 ) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 19. 

Ip) Orawahay v. Maule (1818), 1 Swan. 495. For a form of deed con- 
tinuing a partnership, see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, 
Vol. IX., p. 686. 

(q) Syera v. Syera (1876), 1 App. Cas. 174 ; Featheratonhaugh v. Fenwick 
(1810), 17 Ves. 298 ; Crawahay v. Maule, aupra ; Jeffery a v. Smith (1820), 
1 Jac. &: W. 298, 301; Alcock v. Taylor (1830), Taml. 606; Burdonv. 
Barkua (1862), 4 De G. F. & J. 42, C. A. On the other hand, a lease by 
one partner to his firm expires at the end of the term fixed for the 
partnership, although expressed to be for a longer period; see title Land- 
LOBD AND Tenant, Vol. XVIII., p. 468, note (a); see also Pocockv, Carter, 
[1912] 1 Ch. 663. 

(a) King v. Accumulative Aaaurance Co. (1867), 3 C. B. (n. s.) 161. 

(b) Buraon v. BArkua, aupra. 

(c) Baxter v. Flenderleath (1824), 2 L. J. (o. 8.) (cn.) 119. 

(d) Froat v. MouUon (1856), 21 Beav. 596. See, as to a sub -partnership, 
p. 61, poat. 

(e) NeQaon v. Moaaend Iron Co. (1886), 11 App. Cas. 298; Steuart v. 
Oladatone (1879), 10 Ch. D. 626, C. A. ; Eaaex v. Eaaex (1866), 20 Beav. 442. 

if) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 27 (1) ; Campbell v. 
Campbell (1893). 6 R. 137, H. L. ; Cox v. Willoughby (1880), 13 Ch. D. 
863 ; Daw v. Herring, [1892] 1 Ch. 284 ; Eaaex v. Eaaex, aupra; King v. 
Chuck (1863), 17 Beav. 326. 

(£) Qillett V. Thornton (1876), L. R. 19 Eq. 699; Cope v. Cope (1886), 62 
L. T. 607. 

(h) Cuffe V. Murtagh (1881), 7 L. R. Ir. 411. 

(1) Brooks v. Brooks (1901), 86 L. T. 463. 

(i) Clark Y. Leach (1862), 32 Beav. 14 ; afllrmed (1863), 1 DeG. J. & Sm. 
409. 


{k) Hogg v. Hogg (1876), 36 L. T. 792. 
(1) YaUs y. Finn U880), 13 Ch. D. 839. 
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end ol a subsequent partnership at will (m) ; and a surety for one 
of the partners is discharged by the new agreement for partnership 
at will which is implied by the continuation of the firm (w). 

87. A continuation of the business by the partners, or such 
of them as habitually acted therein during the term, without any 
settlement or liquidation of the partnership affairs, is presumed to 
be a continuation of the partnership (o). 

38. A partnership entered into for a single adventure or 
undertaking lasts only until the termination of such adventure or 
undertaking (p). 

39. A partnership for an indefinite period may be determined 
at any time by any partner on giving notice to the others (q). The 
filing of a bill (? ), the issue of a writ, or the delivery of a defence {a) 
is a sufficient notice (<)• 


Part IV. — Relations between Partners and 
Third Parties. 


Sect. 1. — Power of One Partner to Bind the Firm. 


Sub-Sect. 1 . — General Principles. 


40. Generally speaking, partners are the agents of each other 
and of their firm for the purpose of carrying on the partnership 
business in the usual way(fi). It follows that primd facie each 
partner has authority to do all acts incidental to the proper conduct 
of the business, and that such acts, subject to certain qualifica- 
tions, bind his partners and his firm {h). An act done by any 
partner within the scope of his actual or implied authority renders 
the other partners liable to persons dealing with him as representing 
the firm(c). 

A sleeping partner is bound by contracts made by the ostensible 


(m) Woods V. Lamb (1866), 36 L. J. (CH.) 309. 

(n) Small v. Currie (1854), 18 Jur. 731 ; and see, generally, title 
Guarantee, Vol, XV., p. 646. 

(o) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 27 (2). 

(^ Ibid., B. 32 (b) ; see Beade v. Bentley (1868), 4 K. & J. 666 ; McClean 
V. Kennard (1874), 9 Ch. App. 336 ; see Encyclopsedia of Forms and 
Precedents, Vol. IV., p. 176 ; Vol. IX., p. 600. 

:(g) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 26 (1). For a form, 
see Enoyclopsedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. IX., p. 603. 

(r) Shepherd v. AUen (1864), 33 Beav. 677. 

(s) Syers v. Syers (1876), 1 App. Cas. 174. 

(<) As to the date from whicn dissolution will be ordered, see Lvon v 
Tweddell (1881), 17 Ch. D. 629, C. A. “ There is no technicality, no magic 
as to the mode of expression ” {Syers v. Syers, supra, per Lord Cairns, 
L.C., at p. 183). ’ 

(a) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 5 ; Bntish Homes 
Assurance Corporaiian, Ltd. v. Paterson, [1902] 2 Ch. 404. 

(b) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 6; Brettel v. Williams 
(1840), 4 £xch. 623. As to the qualifications, seo pp. 26, 33, post. 

(c) BotimZav V. NuUaB (1868), 5 C. B. (n. s.) 122; compare Partnership 

Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Vict. c, 39), s. 6; p. 32, post. ^ 
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partners in the ordinary course of the partnership business (d). 
A partner cannot escape liability by merely giving notice that he 
has sold his share in the business when he has not in fact done so (e). 
The death of a partner does not preclude the surviving partner or 
partners from drawing on the partnership account (/). 

41. If, however, a partner’s authority is limited by express 
agreement, the other partners, whether active or sleeping, are not 
liable to a person dealing with him who has notice of such limita- 
tion (g). But the express or implied authority of a partner cannot 
be limited by a private arrangement between the partners, of which 
the person dealing with the partner has no notice (h), except where 
the limitation is imposed upon a partner who is not known or believed 
by such person to be a partner (i). 

An agreement by one partner to transact business in an unusual 
way does not bind his partners who have not authorised and have 
no notice of such agreement (k), 

42. A partner cannot delegate his authority without the consent 
of his partners (Z). 

Sub-Seut. 2 . — Instances of Implied Authority. 

43. The implied authority of partners extends to all matters neces- 
sary for carrying on the business of the firm in the usual way in 
which businesses of a like kind are carried on(w?). But it only extends 
to transactions in the usual course of the partnership business (n). 

Where the nature of the partnership business has been defined or 
agreed upon, no partner can compel the others to embark in a 
different business (o). Nor can a change bo made in the nature 


(d) Beckham v. Drake (1841), 9 M. & W. 79. 

(e) Vice v. Fleming (1827), 1 Y. & J. 227. It would be otherwise if 
the notice were held to amount to an unqualified restriction of future 
liability {ibid.). 

if) Backhouse v. Charlton (1878), 8 Ch. D. 444. 

(g) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), ss. 5, 8 ; see note {g)p 
p. 33, postp and Alderson v. Pope (1808), 1 Camp. 404, n. 

{h) Edmunds v. Bushell (1866), L. R. 1 Q. B. 97 ; compare Hambro v. 
Burnand, [1904] 2 K. B. 10, C. A. 

(t) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 5. It was said in 
Watteau v. Fenwick, [1893] 1 Q. B. 346 (a case of agency), that an undis- 
closed principal was liable for the acts of his agent, although the latter 
was neither held out as such, nor expressly autnorised, but the dictum 
must be regarded as of doubtful authority ; and see Kinahan Co., Ltd., 
V. Parry, [1910] 2 K. B. 389 ; reversed [1911] 1 K. B. 469, C. A. 

(k) Bignold v. Waterhouse (1813), 1 M. & S. 266 (agreement to carry 
parcels free of charge). 

(l) Be Bohinson, Ex parte Holdsworth (1841), 1 Mont. D. & De G. 476. 

(m) Kirk v. Blurton (1841), 9 M, & W. 284, referred to in Forbes v. 
Marshall (1855), 11 £zch. 166, and in Stephens v. Beynolds (1860), 5 
H. & N. 613, per Martin, B., at p. 617 ; Nicholson v. BickeUs (1860), 2 
E. & E. 497; see Weikersheim's Case (1873), 8 Ch. App. 831; Niemann 
y. Niemann (1889), 43 Ch. D. 198, C. A. (acceptance of shares). As to the 
implied authority of a partner to insure, see title Insurance, Vol. XVII., 
pp. 364, 355. 

(n) Hasleham v. Young (1844), 6 Q. B. 833. A bifi given by a partner 
in respect of transactions not relating to the partnership does not render his 
partners liable (Be Prothero, Ex parte Agace (1792), 2 Cox, Eq. Cas. 312). 

(o) Natuseh v. Irving (1824), 2 Coop. temp. Cott. 358 ; e.g., by adding 
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of the partnership business without the consent of all the 
partners (p). 

44 . A partner in a mercantile or other firm has no implied 
authority to execute deeds on behalf of the firm (q) ; nor does the 
implied authority of a partner extend to acts not usually incidental 
to the scope of the partnership business, for example, the giving 
of guarantees by a member of a mercantile firm (r). A guarantee 
signed by one partner in the name of the firm does not bind 
the other partners unless it is in the regular line of business of 
the firm, or unless he has their express authority to give the 
guarantee («) ; and a continuing guarantee given to or for a firm is, 
in the absence of agreement to the contrary, revoked as regards 
future transactions by any change in the constitution of the firm (0- 

46 . A partner in a mercantile firm has implied authority to 
draw, accept, and indorse bills of exchange and other negotiable 
instruments on behalf of his firm (a) ; and the firm is liable although 
the transaction is fraudulent and unauthorised, if the holder has 
no notice oi such fraud (b). But this implied authority does not 
extend to firms which are not mercantile partnerships, such as 
solicitors (c), or commission agents (d). The fact that a bill is given 
for a partner’s private debt raises a presumption that he had no 


marine insurance to life and fire insurances {Singletonv. Knight {ISSS), 13 
App. Cas. 788, P. C.). 

(p) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 24 (8) ; see p. 49, 

post 

(q) Harrison v. JaeJeson (1797), 7 Term Rep. 207 ; Marchant v. Morion, 
Down <£? Co., [1901] 2 K. B. 829, But, although a deed executed by one 
partner who has implied authority to borrow money may not be valid as a 
legal mortgage, it may create a good equitable security (Be Boyd, Ex parte 
Bosanquet (1847), De G. 432 ; Be Briggs <& Co., Ex parte Wright, [1906] 
2 K. B. 209 ) ; and see Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 6. 
As to deeds executed by a partner in his own name, see p. 32, post 

(r) Duncan v. Lowndes (1813), 3 Camp. 478 ; Easleham v. Young (1844), 
6 Q. B. 833 ; Brettel v. Williams (1849), 4 Exch. 623. 

(s) Crawford v. Stirling (1802), 4 Esp. 207 ; Sandilands v. Marsh (1819), 
2 B. & Aid. 673 ; Bretm v. Williams, supra ; Be Smith, Fleming db Co., 
Ex parte Harding (1879), 12 Ch. D. 667, 667, C. A. 

(t) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 18 ; see also title 
Guakantee, Vol. XV., pp. 498 — 601. 

(a) Harrison v. Jackson, supra, at p. 210; Williamson v. Johnson 
(1813), 1 B. &C. 146; and see title Bills op Exchange, Promissory 
Notes and Negotiable Instruments, Vol. II., p. 492. 

(b) Wiseman v. Easton (1863), 8 L. T. 637 ; Sutton v. Gregory (1797), 
Peake, Add. Cas. 160; Arden v. Sharpe (1797), 2 Esp. 624 ; Hogg v. Skeen 
(1866), 18 C. B. (N. 8.) 426 ; Musgrave v. Drake (1843), Dav. & Mer. 347 ; 
Lane v. Williams (1692), 2 Vern. 277 ; Garland v. Jacomh (1873), L. R. 8 
Exch. 216, Ex. Ch. ; Bunarsee Doss v. Gholam Hossein (1870), 13 Moo. 
Ind, App. 368, 363 ; Wells v. Masterman (1799), 2 Esp. 731. 

(o) Hedley v. Bainbridge (1842), 3 Q. B. 316 ; Garland v. Jacomb, supra. 
Nor has a partner in a firm of solicitors implied authority to give a post- 
dated cheque (Forster v. Mackreth (1867), L. R. 2 Exch. 163). As to 
solicitors generally, see title Solicitors. 

(d) Yates v. Dalton (1868), 28 L. J. (ex.) 69; and see, further, titles 
Auction and Auctioneers, Vol. I., p. 621 ; Bills of Exchange. 
Promissory Notes and Negotiable Instruments, Vol. II., p. 492, 
note (a). 
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authority to sign the name of the firm for that purpose and throws 
the burden of proving such authority on the holder of the bill (e) ; 
and the holder of a bill purporting to bind a firm will be restrained 
from negotiating it if he knows that it is in fact unauthorised or 
fraudulent (/). 

46. The implied power of a partner extends to the borrowing 
of money for the purposes of the business, where the business is 
of a kind that cannot be carried on in the usual way without such 
a power (^), but not for the purpose of providing the capital to 
be contributed by any individual partner (h). Where the limit of 
contribution is fixed by express agreement among the partners, a 
partner cannot, at all events as between himself and his partners, 
bind them by borrowing beyond the stipulated sum (t). 


SaoT. 1. 
Power of 
One Partner 
to Bind 
the Firm. 

Borrowing 

money. 


47. A surviving partner can give a valid security on the partner- Pledging 
ship assets for a debt incurred before the death of his partner (k ) ; 

and a partner has authority to pledge the partnership property for 
partnership purposes after, as well as before, dissolution, in the course 
of winding up the business (1). But after the appointment of a 
receiver by the court, a partner, who has been a party to the order 
appointing him, cannot deal with the partnership assets so as to 
create ayalid security (m). 

48. An attempt by a partner to pledge the firm's credit for a Pledging 
purpose apparently not connected with its ordinary business does 

not bind his partners unless he has their express authority (n). foV 
Therefore a partner who holds shares as trustee for his firm cannot private debt, 
give a valid charge upon them for his private debt to a lender who 


(e) Frankland v. M*Qu8tt/ (1830), 1 Knapp, 274, P. C. ; Leverson v. 
Lane (1862), 13 C. B. (n. s.) 278 ; Bidley v. Taylor (1810), 13 East, 176. 

( f ) Uood v. Aston (1826), 1 Russ. 412. But if taken bond fide without 
such knowle^o at the time, subseq^uent knowledge of the misconduct of 
the partner in giving the security is immaterial (8 wav v. Steele (1806), 7 
East, 210). 

(g) E.g., an ordinary trading partnership (Bank of Australasia v. Breillat 
(1847), 6 Moo. P. C. C. 162, 194; Fisher v. TayUr (1842), 2 Hare, 218). 
As to mining partnerships, see Dickinson v. Valpy (1829), 10 B. & C. 128 ; 
Ricketts v. Bennett (1847), 4 C. B. 686, and cases there cited. As to 
borrowing, for the purposes of the firm, by a partner in his own name, 
see p. 33, post ; see also title Mortgage, Vol. XXI., p. 94. 

(h) Oreenslade v. Dower (1828), 1 Man. & Ry. (k. b.) 640. 

(i) Be Worcester Corn Exchange Co, (1863), 3 De G. M. & G. 180, 187. 

(k) Be Clou^gh, Bradford Commercial Banking Co, v. Cure (1886), 31 Ch. D. 
324. 

(l) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 38 ; Butchart v. Dresser 
(1863), 4 De G. M. & G. 642, C. A. ; Brown v. Kidger (1868), 3 II. & N. 
863; Be Litherland, Ex parte Bowden (1842), 2 Mont. D. & De G. 674; 
Be Bourne, Bourne v. Bourne, [1906] 2 Ch. 427. But, though he has 
authority to pledge the partnership property, this does not enable him to 
bind his partners personally (Blame v. Holland (1889), 60 L. T. 285, P. C.) ; 
nor are the other partners liable if the advances have been made solely on 
the credit of the borrowing partner and not on that of the partnership, 
and the application of the money to the purposes of the partnership does 
not per se make it liable (Emly v. Lye (1812), 15 East, 7 ; Smith v. Craven 
(1831), 1 Cr. & J. 600). 

(m) Bills V. Beeves ( 1882), 30 W. R. 439 ; affirmed, 31 W. R. 209, C. A. 

(n) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 7 ; see also title 
Mortgage, Vol. XXL, p. 95. 
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8B0T. 1 . knows that they belong to the firm (o). But he can give a charge 
Power of on partnership property for his own debt to a person who has no 
One Partner notice that the property is not his own(p); and, primd facie^ a 
to Bind bond fide lender to a partner on the credit of the partnership is 
th e Fin n, entitled to assume that the transaction is for partnership purposes 
and authorised, unless he has notice of suspicious circumstances 
which ought to put him on inquiry (q). A partner who has 
pledged the firm's assets for his private debt cannot sue, as a 
member of the firm, to set aside the transaction (?*). 
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49. A partner has implied authority to receive and give a good 
discharge for debts due to his firm, but not for a debt owing to one 
of his partners in his personal capacity (a). The appointment, 
however, by partners of a person to receive debts due to the firm 
does not revoke the implied authority of any partner to receive and 
give a valid receipt for such debts (fc). A payment by a debtor of 
the partnership to one of the partners is primd facie a payment to 
the partnership (c). 

50. A partner has also implied authority to release a debt 
owing to his firm (d), even where it is released by deed executed by 
him “for self and partner” (c). But a covenant not to sue by one 
partner only does not release a partnership debt (/), and a partner 
cannot set off a debt owing to himself by way of release of a 
partnership debt so as to bind his partners in equity (^). A 
release, not under seal, of one partner by a creditor of the firm does 
not necessarily release the other partners {h ) ; but a release, by 
receipt, of one debtor on a joint and several judgment debt has 
been held to release his co-debtor, where there was no ground for 
importing into the document an intention to reserve rights against 
the co-debtor (i). In the absence of fraud one partner may release a 


(o) Wilkinson v. Eyhyn (1866), 14 W. R. 470. 

(p) Eaba v. Byland (1819), Gow, 132 ; Tupper v. Eaythorne (1815), Gow, 
135, n. But such assignment is subject to the partnership debts (Young 
V. Keighley (1808), 15 Ves. 557). 

(g) Okell V. Eaton and OJcell (1874), 31 L. T. 330 ; Loyd v. FreshfieU 
(1826), 2 C. & P. 325 ; Beid v. Hollinshed (1825), 7 Dow. & Ry. (k. b.) 444. 

(r) Brownrigg v. Bae (1850), 5 Exch. 489. But an innocent partner 
may obtain equitable relief (Midland Bail, Co, v, Taylor (1862), 8 H. L. 
Cas. 751 ; Piercyv, Fynney (1871), L. R. 12 Eq. 69). 

(a) Powell V. Broadhurst, [1901] 2 Ch. 160. With regard to an equitable 
charge vested in two joint tenants, see Matson v. Dennis (1864), 4 De G. J. 
& Sm. 345, C. A. 

(b) Bristow and Porter v. Taylor (1817), 2 Stark. 50. 

(c) Moore v. Smith (1851), 14 Beav. 393. 

(d) Hawkshaw v. Parkins (1818), 2 Swan. 539; and see title Contract, 
Vol. VII., p. 456. 

(e) Wilkinson v. Lindo (1840), 7 M. & W. 81. 

(/) Walmesley v. Cooper (1839), 11 Ad. & El. 216; Huttony, Eyre (1815), 
6 Taunt. 289. 

(g) Piercy v. Fynney, supra; Kendal v. TFood (1871), L. R. 6 Exch. 
243, Ex. Ch. 

(^) Be Armitage, Ex parte Good (1877), 5 Ch. D. 46, C. A.; e.g., where 
the surrounding circumstances show that the release was limited ; see Be 
B, W, A,, [1901] 2 K. B. 642, C. A., per Collins, L.J., at p. 652. 

(t) Be E, W, A,, supra ; and compare title Guarantee, Vol. XV., 
p. 569. 
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cause of action in which he and his partners are plaintiffs (k ) ; but 
he must have express authority to consent to judgment (0» or to 
submit a dispute to arbitration (a), or to compromise an action (b). 
A managing partner has implied authority to defend an action 
against the firm in relation to the partnership business (c). 

51. Each partner has implied authority to pay debts owing 
by the firm. Part payment of a debt by a partner may be presumed 
to have been made by him as agent of the firm, and may, therefore, 
prevent a Statute of Limitation from running in favour of his 
partners (d) ; but part payment by a continuing partner after 
dissolution or other determination of the agency cannot generally 
be set up against a retired partner who pleads the statute (e). 
Payment of interest by continuing partners has, however, been held 
to bind a retired partner where it was really made on his behalf (/). 

52. A general power of attorney in favour of one member of a 
firm does not confer any authority on his partners (^); but a 
power of attorney by one partner to another, authorising him to 
sell all or any of the donor’s property, enables him to sell the 
partnership property (/i). Two powers of attorney (1) to do certain 
acts for him, including in general terms the indorsement of bills, 
and (2) to accept bills, given to his wife by a person who carried 
on business on his own account and also in partnership with others, 
were held not to authorise her to accept bills for the purposes of 
the partnership (i). A power of attorney for the purpose of exercis- 
ing the powers and privileges under a specified deed of partnership 
has been held not to authorise a notice of dissolution and an assign- 
ment of the partnership assets (k). 


{k) Arton v. Booth (1820), 4 Moore (c. p.), 192 ; Barker v. Bichardson 
(1827), 1 y. & J. 362 ; Fumival v. Weston (1822), 7 Moore (c. p.), 356. 

(1) Hamhidge v. De la Crouie (1846), 3 C. B. 742 ; compare Munster v, 
Cox (1885), 10 App. Cas. 680. 

(а) Adams v. Bankhart (1838), 1 Cr. M. & R. 681 ; Stead v. Salt (1825), 
3 Bing. 101 ; Be Crowder & Co., Ex parte Nolle (1826), 2 Gl. & J. 295 ; 
Hatton V. Boyle (1858), 3 H. & N. 600. In Thomas v. Atherton (1878), 10 
Ch. D. 186, C. A., the co-partners were bound by acquiescence. 

(б) Crane v. Lewis (1887), 36 W. R. 480. A release in compromise of 
an action against one partner for damages for a joint tort may release all 
the members of the firm (Howe v. Oliver (1908) 24 T. L. R. 781 ; Brins- 
mead v. Harrison (1872), L. R. 7 C. P. 647, Ex. Ch.), 

(c) Tomlinson v. Broadsmith, [1896] 1 Q. B. 386, C. A. 

(d) Ooodwin v. Barton (1880), 42 L. T. 668, C. A. ; see title Limitation 
OP Actions, Vol. XIX., p. 74. 

(e) Watson v. Woodman (1876), L. R. 20 Eq. 721. It would be different 
if the partnership was dissolved upon terms which expressly or impliedly 
created an agency (ibid., at p. 730). 

(/) Be Tucker, Tucker v. Tucker, [1894] 1 Ch. 724 ; affirmed [1894] 3 
Ch. 429, C. A. ; compare Friend v. Young, [1897] 2 Ch. 421 , and see title 
Limitation of Actions, Vol, XIX., p. 74; Mercantile Law Amendment 
Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 97), ss. 13, 14. 

(g) Edmiston v. Wright (ISOl), 1 Camp. 88 ; nor does it generally impose 
any liability on the firm for his wrongful acts in the exercise of the power 
(Chilton V. Cooke <Sb Sons (1877), 37 L. T. 607). 

(70 Hawksley v. Outram, [1892] 3 Ch. 369, C. A. 

(t) Attwood V. Mumnings (1827), 7 B. & C. 278; compare Jacobs v. 
MorrU, [1902] 1 Ch. 816, C. A. 

(k) Harper v. OodseU (1870), L. R. 6 Q. B. 422. 
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One partner is not liable for the trespass of another unless com- 
mitted with his knowledge or ratified by him (t). If a partner 
maliciously prosecutes a person for stealing the partnership pro- 
perty, it would seem that neither the firm nor the other partners 
are liable to an action for malicious prosecution and wrongful 
imprisonment merely because the property was partnership 
property {a). 

A partnership firm cannot acquire property in goods obtained 
by the fraud of one partner to which the rest are not privy (6). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Acta do7ie hy Authorised Person in Name of Firm. 

66. All the partners of a firm are bound by acts and instru- 
ments done and executed in relation to the business by any person 
duly authorised, whether a partner or not, if done in the firm’s 
name or with evident intention to bind the firm (c). A deed 
executed by one partner for himself and his partner in the presence 
of the latter binds both(d)* 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Acts done in Name of Individual Partner. 

67. One partner cannot bind the others by a guarantee appa- 
rently unconnected with the partnership (c) ; but he may do so 
where a mutual authority is proved by a previous course of practice 
of, or by adoption of, the partners, or by the usage of similar 
partnerships (/). An approval of a draft agreement signed 
by one member of a firm may bind the other partners {g ) ; and 
a contract for a lease signed by one partner has been held to 
bind the others, where an analogous parol contract had been 
entered into and possession taken by allOi). A bill drawn on 


(t) Petrie v. Lament (1841), Car. & M. 93; and see title Trespass. 

(a) ArbucJcle v. Taylor (1816), 3 Dow, 160; and see, generally, title 
Malicious Prosecution and Procedure, Vol. XIX., pp. 669 et seq. 

(h) Kilby v. Wilson (1826), Ry. & M. 178, per Abbott, C.J., at 

p. 181. 

(o) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 6; see cases in 
note (1), p. 33, 'post But the general rules of law relating to the execution 
of deeds and negotiable instruments are not affected by this provision 
(Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 6) ; see titles Bills of 
Exchange, Promissory Notes and Negotiable Instruments, Vol. II., 
pp. 459 et seq. ; Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., pp. 356 et seq. 

(d) Ball V. Dunsterville (1791), 4 Term Rep. 313 ; Bum v. Burn (1798), 
8 Ves. 673, 678. But usually an authority to execute a deed must be given 
by deed (Steiglitz v. Eggingion (1816), Holt (n. p.), 141) ; see title Deeds 
AND Other Instruments, Vol. X., p. 363. 

(e) Duncan v. Lowndes (1813), 3 Camp. 478; Hasleham v. Toung (1844), 
6 Q. B. 833. 

(/) Brettel v. Williams (1849), 4 Exch. 623, 629, 630, where Ex paiis 
Qardom (1808), 16 Ves. 286, is commented on. 

(o) Brogden v. Metropolitan Bait. Co. (1877), 2 App. Cas. 666. 

(h) Sharp v. MiUigan (1866), 22 Beav. 606; ana all the partners are 
liable for the gas supplied to the place of business although leased to one 
of them only {OUy of London Gaslight and Coke Co. v. Nicholls (1826), 2 
C. &; P. 366). A deed signed by one partner only, not as an escrow, may 
bind him, though not binding on the others [Bowker v. Burdekin (1843), 
11 M. & W. 128 ; and see Cumberlege v. Lawson (1857), 1 0. B. (n. s.) 
709 ; LasooHdi v. Gurney (1863), 9 Jur. (n. b.) 802). 
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a firm, and accepted by one partner in the firm’s name and in his 
own may bind the firm, but, if it does so, it does not bind him 
separately (i). A bill given for partnership purposes by one partner 
in his own name — and not in the firm’s name — does not bind the 
other partner (/c); but if given in a name which the jury finds to 
be intended for and substantially identical with, or habitually used 
as, that of the firm — though not strictly accurate— it binds the 
other partners (Z). 

68. The mere fact that money, borrowed by a partner in his 
own name on security belonging to him personally, has been used 
for the purposes of his firm with the knowledge of his partners does 
not render them liable (m). There is no implication of law, from 
the mere existence of a trade partnership, that a partner has 
authority to bind the firm by opening a bank account on its behalf 
in his own name (n). 

If one partner promises in his own name to pay a debt of his 
firm he alone is liable on such promise, and he cannot raise the 
defence that the debt was a joint liability (o). 

59. A retired partner has been held not liable for the price of 
goods ordered by himself and his partner before his retirement, 
where such price was, after dissolution, secured by the acceptance 
of the continuing partner alone, to whom the goods were afterwards 
delivered (p). 

Sub-Sect. 6 . — Batification and Bepudiaiion, 

60. Transactions which would primd facie be within the implied 
authority of a partner do not bind his firm or partners if he has, in 
fact, to the knowledge of the person dealing with him, no authority 
to carry out such transactions (q), 

(i) Be Barnard, Edwards v. Barnard (1886), 32 Ch. D, 447. Nor is llio 
partner severally liable if the bill is accepted by the partner “ for the 
partnership and self” (Malcomson v. Malcomson (1878), 1 L. R. Ir. 228). 

{k) Be Adansonia Fibre Co., Miles' Claim (1874), 9 Ch. App. 635. 

(Z) Faith V. Bichmond (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 339 (bill given in the name 
of “ H. & F.” instead of “ H. & Co.”) ; Williamson v. Johnson (1823), 
1 B. & C. 146 ; South Carolina Bank v. Case (1828) 8 B. & C. 427, 
explained in Nicholson v. Bicketts (1860), 2 E. & E. 497, per Crompton, J., 
and in Be Adansonia Fibre Co., Miles' Claim, supra, per Mellisu, L. J., 
at p. 649; and see p. 110, post 

(m) Bevcm v. Lewis (1827), 1 Sim. 376. But he may be entitled to be 
indemnified by them (Browne v. Oibbins (1726), 6 Bro. Pari. Cas. 491; 
Be Oundle Union Brewery Co., Croxton's Case (1852), 5 De G. & Sm. 432). 

(n) Alliance Bank, Ltd. v. Kearsley (1871), L. R. 6 C. P. 433. 

(o) Murray v. Somerville (1809), 2 Camp. 98, n. 

(p) Be Christopher, Ex parte Harris (1816), 1 Madd. 583. 

(a) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), ss. 6, 8 ; Oalway (Lord) 
V. Matthew (1808), 1 Camp. 402 ; Heilhut v. Nevill (1869), L. R. 4 C. P. 
354 ; affirmed (1870), L. R. 6 C. P. 478, Ex. Ch. The holder of a bill 
indorsed or accepted by one partner cannot sue the other partners if he 
knew, when he took the bill, that the former had no authority to indorse 
or accept it (Heilhut v. Nevill, supra ; Hogarth v. Latham 6s Co. (1878), 3 
Q. B. D. 643, C. A. ; Oalway (Lord) v. Matthew, supra ; Arden v. Sharpe 
(1797), 2 Esp. 624 ; compare Oreenslade v. Dower (1828), 7 B. & C. 636). 
Where the name of the firm is that of one of the partners, who does not 
carry on a separate business, a bill drawn or accepted in such name is 
presumed to be a partnership biU^ unless it is proved to have been given 
as the bill of the individual partner and not of the firm (Yorkshire Banking 

H.L, — XXII. ^ 
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But, when d partnef exceeds his authority, the other parin6t*d tha^ 
adopt the transaction, and are then bound by it (/ ) ; and they may 
be bound if they have notice of the transaction and raise no 
objection. But notice to him is not notice to them (*) j nor is 
notice to a clerk employed by a partnership firm of unauthorised 
transactions by a partner constructive notice to an individual 
partner who has no actual knowledge of such transactions (t). 

61. A partner who merely complains of unauthorised transac- 
tions by his partner, hut takes no further step and allows a record 
of such transactions to remain in the partnership books, may be 
hound by acquiescence (a). 

Sect. 2. — Liahility of Partners to Third Parties. 

Sub-Sect. 1.— JVa<«»-e. 

62. Partners are jointly liable for the debts and obligations of 
the firm (fo). 

63 . A promissory note signed by one partner for himself and his 
partners nomiuatini may create only a joint liability although 
beginning I promise to pay ” (c ) ; and a promissory note given 
by a firm (and a stranger as surety) has been held only to impose a 
joint liability on the members of the firm (d). An undertaking to 
pay the debts of a third party signed in the firm name and by each 
partner in his own name, so as to amount to a joint and several 
guarantee, creates a joint and several liability (e), 

64 . Partners are jointly and severally liable for the wrongful acts 
or omissions of any of them which cause loss or damage to third 
l)ersons, if such acts are either done by a partner in the ordinary 
course of the firm’s business or with the authority of his partners (/). 
They are also jointly and severally liable where a partner receives 
and misapplies the money or property of a third person while acting 


Co. V. Beatson (1), Leeds and County Banking Co. v. 8ame (1879), 4 C. P. D. 
204 ; affirmed on different groimds (1880), 5 C. P. I). 109, C. A. ; compare 
Loyd V, Ashby (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 23 ; lie Blackburn, Ex parte Bolitho 
(1817), Buck, 100; but see Winile v. CrowLher (1831), 1 Or. & J. 316). 

(r) Willis V. Dyson (1816), 1 Stark. 164. 

(«) Williamson Y. Barbour (1877), 9 Ch. D. 629, 636. With regard to the 
conditions which must exist to constitute a binding adoption of acts a 
priori unauthorised, see Marsh v. Joseph, [1897] 1 Cli. 13, C. A., per Lord 
KussELL OF Killowen, C. J., at p. 246 ; and see title Agency, Vol. I., 
pp. 176 et seq. In case of the repudiation of a contract entered into 
by one partner within the scope of his authority, the partnership is liable 
for everything done imderthe contract before receipt of notice of repudia- 
tion by the party contracting with the partner, or subsequently in respect 
of liabilities already incurred (Smith v. Ure (1833), 2 Knapp, 188). 

(0 Lacey v. Hill, Leney v. Hill (1876), 4 Ch. D. 637, 649, C. A. ; affirmed 
gub nom. Mead v. Bailey (1877), 3 App. Cas. 94. 

(a) Cragg v. Ford (1842), 1 Y. & C. Ch. Cas. 280, 286. 

(h) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viot. c. 39), s. 9. This provision is 
declaratory of the former law. With regard to the several liability of the 
estate of a deceased partner, see note ( p), p. 35, post. 

(c) Be Clarke, Ex parte Buckley (1846), 14 M. & W. 469. 

(d) Be Manley, Ex parte Wilson (1842), 3 Mont. D. & De G. 67. 

(e) Be Smith, Fleming db Co., Ex parte Harding (1879), 12 Ch. D. 567, 
C. A. 

if) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39), ss. 10, 12. 
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within the scope of his apparent authority, and where the firm 
receives, in the ordinary course of its business, money or property 
which is misapplied by one or more of the partners while in the 
firm’s custody Q), Partners in a firm of solicitors have been held 
jointly and severally liable for a breach of trust committed by one 
partner, in which they were implicated (It), and for misappropriation 
of moneys where an undertaking, within the scope of the partner- 
ship business, had been given by one partner to apply money, paid 
to him by a client of the firm, for a specific purpose (i). 

65 . Where a trustee improperly lends trust money to a firm, 
and the partners know or ought to be treated as knowing the facts, 
they themselves are implicated in the breach of trust, and are jointly 
and severally liable for it(^‘). Where, however, one partner (not a 
trustee) in a firm of bankers invests trust money on improper 
securities with the knowledge of his partners, they are jointly 
liable as bankers, but not jointly and severally liable as trustees (/c). 

66. Though partners are jointly liable to third persons, a 
partner who pays more than his share of a partnership debt, 
whether voluntarily or not(0, is entitled to contribution from hie 
partners (in). Where one of two partners who are jointly liable 
has paid a judgment debt, he is entitled, in order to enforce his 
right to contribution, to an assignment of the judgment under the 
Mercantile Law Amendment Act, 1856 (w), but this right is subject 
to the equities subsisting between the debtors as partners (o). 

67 . The estate of a deceased partner is severally liable, in a 
due course of administration, for the unsatisfied debts and 
obligations of his firm, subject to his separate debts (p); but 

(g) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Vio.t. c. 39), ss. 11, 12; De Bibeyre 
{La Marquise) v. Barclay (1857), 23 Beav. 107 ; Be Collie, Ex parte Adamson 
(1878), 8 Ch. D. 807, C. A. 

(A) Blyth V. Fladqate, Morgan v. Bhjth, Smith v. Blyth, [1891] 1 Ch. 337. 

(i) Atkinson v. Mackreth (1866), L. R. 2 Eq. 670. 

Ij) Be Acraman, Ex parte Woodin (1843), 3 Mont. D. & De Gr. 399. 

(k) Be Biddulph, Ex parte Burton (1843), 3 Mont. D. & Do G. 364 ; and 
see pp. 30, 31, ante. 

{1) Sadler v. Nixon (1834), 5 B. & Ad. 936; and see title Contract, 
Vol. VII., p. 472. 

(m) Boulter v. Peplow (1850), 9 C. B. 493 ; Sedgwick v. Daniell (1857), 
2 H. As N. 319 ; Batard v. Hawes (1853), 2 E. & B. 287. A partner could 
not formerly, in the absence of special circumstances, sue for contribution 
at law ; his remedy was in equity (Sadler v. Nixon, supra). 

(n) 19 & 20 Viet. c. 97, s. 5. 

(o) Bale V. Powell (1911), 106 L. T. 291. 

(p) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 9 ; and see titles 
Contract, Vol. VII., p. 460; Executors and Administrators, Vol. 
XIV., p. 309. This declares and settles the principle, which had lon^? 
been acted upon in equity, that although partners wore at law only 
jointly liable on contracts, a surviving partner could, in equity, obtain 
contribution from the estate of a deceased partner in respect of liabilities 
to which he was subject as such survivor, and that unpaid creditors 
might avail themselves directly of the equity which the surviving partner 
could thus insist upon (Kendall v. Hamilton (1879), 4 App. Cas. 604). The 
fact that the remedy was enforced in equity at the instance of creditors 
of the firm has in some old cases been treated as an adoption by the 
former Court of Chancery of the rule of the lex mercatoria that partnership 
debts create a several as well as joint liability; see Devaynes v. Noble, 
Sleech's Case (1816), 1 Mer. 529, 664. But this view was rejected by the 
House of Lords ; sec Kendall v. Hamilton, supra, at p. 638. As to the 
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joint covenants by partners, as lessees, are not construed as joint 
and several after the death of one partner, so as to render his 
estate liable for breaches after his death (9). 

StTB-SEOT. 2. — Duration. 

68 . A person entering a subsisting firm is liable for the firm’s 
debts incurred after he becomes a partner, but not, in the absence 
of contrary agreement, for previous debts (r). Thus the fact that a 
person who buys goods subsequently agrees to let another share in 
the profits does not enable the seller to sue such other person (s) ; 
and a person who, on joining a firm, becomes entitled, as between 
himself and the firm, to the rights of a partner from a past date 
cannot be sued for goods supplied to the firm between such past 
date and the time when he joined the firm (t). 

In the case of a joint adventure relating to a specified cargo of 
goods supplied separately by the several adventurers, where it was 
agreed that no adventurer was to be answerable for anything ordered 
and shipped by any co-adventurer, their joint liability was held not 
to commence until the goods were on board (u). But where it was 
agreed that the goods were to be bought by or for the adven- 
turers jointly, their liability was held to begin at the time of 
purchase (v). 

A partner is liable for the debts incurred by his firm from the 
date fixed for the commencement of his partnership, although the 


circumstances which determine whether the remedy against the estate of 
the deceased partner is or is not barred, see Vulliamy v. Noble (1817), 3 
Mer. 693, 619; Way y. Basset (1845), 6 Hare, 66; Brown v. Gordon (1862), 

16 Beav. 302; Devaynes v. Noble, Clayton's Case (1816), 1 Mer. 629, 672* 
Willcinson v. Henderson (1833), 1 My. & K. 682; Ex parte Kendall (1811), 

17 Ves, 614, 626; Thorpe v. Jackson (1837), 2 Y. & C. (ex.) 663 (which 

shows that the survivmg partner is a necessary party to the action)* 
Braithwaite v, Britain (1836), 1 Keen, 206; Winter v. Innes (1838), 4 My! 
& Cr. 101; Cowell y. Sikes (1827), 2 Buss. 191 ; compare Mills v. Bond 
(1842), 6 Jut, 943 ; and see title Equity, Vol. XIII., p. 39. “ As regards 

tlie DartrifiTR wViATA f.llATA ia Ani-ll4-.Tr Tir. ei-im-rri J.1- ® _ •_ 


the partners where there is in equity no survivorship of property Vhem Is 
' Ip of the liability ” {Beresford v. Browning (1876), 1 Ch. D. 

.T A 'MIT a T. .T o4-. -n QA nARwmiv... C< n /lorr.'v T- it -n 


no survivorship v* v. jjruwmng [iif / 0 ), i un u 

30, C. A., per James, L.J., at p. 34, affirming S. C. (1876), L. K. 20 Eo 
664 ; compare Wilmer v. Currey (1848), 2 Be G. & Sm. 347) 


( 5 ) ^* Bickers (1846), 14 Sim. 639 ; and see title Contract, 

Vol. VII., pp. 337, 338. 

(r) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 17 (1) ; Shirreff y 
Wilks (1800), 1 East, 48 ; Newton y. Belcher (1848), 12 Q. B. 921 • BeMe y 
Mouls (1847), 10 Q. B. 976 ; Lucas v. Beach (1840), 1 Man. & G. 417 • Duke 

Brewer (1849), 2 Car. & Kir. 828 ; and see Crauford y. Cocks ( 1861), 6 Exch 
• * * ^ creditor of the old firm that the new partner had 

joined the firm is not a necessary ingredient in determining his Hability 
to such creditor {Scott y. Beale (1860), 6 Jur. (n. s.) 669). Pmmoters of 
bill for a railway are hable from the date of association and not merely 
from the passmg of the bill (Holmes y. Hiagins (1822), 1 B. & C. 74) But 
qu(sre whether Lucas v. Beach, supra, and Holmes y. Higgms, supra, yrere 
really cases of partnership. As to the effect of noyation upon contractual 
liabJity, see title Contract, Vol, VII., pp. 606 et seq 

Madman v. Gillett 

(t) WOtford V. TroW{1794), 1 Esp. 182. 

(«) Savitte v. SoherUon (1792), 4 Term Rep. 720. 

(«) Oov^aite ^ Duckworth (1810), 12 East, 421 ; compare Daiton v 
Danson (1809), 2 Taunt. 49 ; Yotmg v. fftmter (1812), 4 Ta^t. 68^ 
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partnership deed may be executed at a later date (w), notwithstanding Sect, x 
an arrangement to the contrary between himself and his partners (a). Liability 

An agreement for a partnership in certain events does not render of Partners 
the parties liable for the acts or defaults of each other as partners ^ Ttod 
until the events happen, unless there has been “ holding out” (b); 
and abortive negotiations for a partnership on the terms of certain Agreement 
draft articles are not sufficient to render the parties liable as for partner, 
partners (c). ® 

Where a person has an option of becoming a partner within Unexerdsed 
twelve months from a specified date, he is not liable for goods option, 
supplied to the firm after that date and before his option is exer- 
cised (d ) ; nor in respect of bills drawn before he becomes a partner (e), 

69 . A partner who retires does not thereby cease to be liable Liability 
for the firm’s liabilities incurred before his retirement (/) : he retired 
remains liable until the partnership affairs are wound up, or such 
liabilities are discharged, unless the creditors accept the liability of 
the continuing partners by way of novation (g), and this is so 
although he may be only a sleeping partner (h). Costs, payable to 
the firm’s solicitor in respect of an action commenced before, and 
pending at the time of, retirement, constitute a liability incurred 
when the solicitor was retained (i). 

No agreement between partners with regard to the incidence of a Creditors not 
partnership liability can per se affect the rights of creditors (j), 

Therefore, an agreement by continuing partners to indemnify a 
retiring partner against the partnership debts does not extinguish dance of 
the joint liability of the partners to creditors, although, as between liability, 
the partners, the retiring partner is in the position of a surety (k). 

But a retiring partner may be discharged by an agreement between 


{w) Battley v. Lewe/? (1840), 1 Man. & Gr. 155; compare Vere v. Ashby 
(1829), 10 B. & C. 288. 

(a) Wilson v. Lewis (1840), 2 Man. & G. 197. But in the absence of an 
express stipulation to the contrary, a partnership commences from the date 
of the articles of partnership, and evidence of a parol agreement that it was 
to commence on a future date is inadmissible {Williams v. Jones (1826), 
5 B. & C. 108) ; see pp. 21, 22, ante. 

(h) Dickinson v. Valpy (1829), 10 B. & C. 128, per Parke, J., at 
pp. 141, 142. As to “holding out” as a partner, see p. 13, ante. 

(c) Be Vanderplank, Ex parte Turquand (1841), 2 Mont. D. & De G. 339 ; 
Ex parte Peele (1802), 6 Ves. 602. 

(d) Gabriel v. Evill (1842), 9 M. & W. 297. 

{e) Ibid. ; Dickinson v. Valpy, supra. 

if) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 17 (2). 

(g) Ibid., s. 17 (3) ; see Newmarch v. Clay (1811), 14 East, 239. As to 
novation generally, see title Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 505 et seq. 

(h) Court V. Berlin, [1897] 2 Q. B. 396, C. A. Aa regards executors of a 
deceased partner who are entitled to a share of profits, but do not take 
any part in conducting the business, see Holme v. Hammond (1872), L. R. 
7 Exch. 218. 

(t) Court V. Berlin, supra ; but quoere whether the retiring partner 
might escape liability for the costs incurred, after he retires, by withdraw- 
ing his retainer or by giving notice of dissolution to the solicitor {ibid.; 
per Lord Esher, M.K., at p. 399; and see ibid., per A. L. Smith, L.J., 
at p. 401). 

(/) Gough V. Davies and Gibbons (1817), 4 Price, 200. 

(») Rodgers v. Maw (1846), 4 Dow. & L. 66; see Oakeley v. PasheUer 
(1836), 4 Cl. & Fin. 207, H. L., distinguished in Swire v. Redman (1876), 

1 Q. B. D. 536, and in Oahford v. European a/nd American Steam Shipping 
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himself, the members of the new firm and the creditors, such agree- 
ment being either express or inferred from the course of dealing 
between the creditors and the new firm (1). 

70. A retiring partner may also be liable for subsequent debts 
if no proper notice of dissolution has been given (///), or even if 
such notice has been given but he has left his name in the firm 
style (n), unless he is a sleeping partner who has not been held out 
and is not known to the creditors as a partner (o). Liability for costs, 
incurred after the date of retirement, of an action begun before and 
pending at such date is not for this purpose a subsequent debt (p). 

71. If a partner acting for his firm makes a contract of a personal 
character for a term of years in his own name with a person who 
has no knowledge of the partnership, such person may, on the death 
of the partner with whom he contracted, elect to put an end to the 
contract (q). 

Sect. 3. — Legal Proceedings^ 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Actions hy Partners, 

72. A partnership firm is not a legal entity, like a limited 
company, nor is it, for all purposes, a “ person (r). 


Co. (1863), 1 Hem. & M. 182, and followed in Bouse v. Bradford Banking 
Co., [1894] A. C. 686; and see title Guarantee, Vol. XV., p. 443. 

(l) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 17 (3) ; Hobson v. 
Cowley (1868), 27 L. J. (EX.) 206 ; Hooper v. Keay (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 178 ; 
Be Head, Head v. Head, [1893] 3 Cn. 426; Cripps v. Tappin db Co. 
(1882), Cab. & El. 13; Bilborough v. Holmes (1876), 6 Ch. D. 266 ; Daniel 
V. Cross (1796), 3 Ves. 277. But mere knowledge by the creditor of the 
change of firm is not sufficient to discharge the retiring partner (Blew v. 
Wy(dt (1832), 6 C. & P. 397 ; and see Be Family Endowment Society 
(1870), 6 Ch. App. 118; Thompson v. Percival (1834), 6 B. & Ad. 926), 
As to the circumstances which determine whether a retiring partner 
is or is not discharged from liability, see Thompson v. Percival, supra ; 
Bedford v. Deakin (1818), 2 B. & Aid. 210; Kirwan v. Kirwan (1834), 2 
Cr. &; M. 617 ; Dickenson v. Lockyer (1798), 4 Ves. 36; Heath v. Percival 
(1720), 1 P. Wms. 682; Benson v. Iladfield (1844), 4 Hare, 32; Hart v. 
Alexander (1837), 2 M. & W. 484; Harris v. Farwell (1851), 16 Beav. 31 ; 
Cummins v. Cummins (1846), 3 Jo. & Lat. 64, 87 ; Spenceley v. Greenwood 
(1858). 1 F. &F. 297 ; Brinsmead 6s Son v. Locke 6s Son (1889), 6 T. L. R. 
642; Be Bobertson, Ex parte Gould (1834), 4 Heac. & Ch. 647; and com- 
pare Be Worters, Ex parte Oakes (1841 ), 2 Mont. D. & De G. 234 ; Be Smith, 
Knight 6s Co., Ex parte Gibson (1869), 4 Ch. App. 662. It is perhaps 
doubtful whether Lodge v. Dicas (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 611, and David v. 
Ellice (1826), 6 B. & C. 196, could now be supported. 

(m) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 36 (1), (2) ; Parkin v. 
Carruthers (1800), 3 Esp. 248; Slack v. Parker (1886), 64 L. T. 212; 
Farrar v.Deflinne (1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 680; Osborne v. Harper (1804), 5 
East, 226 ; see p. 15, ante. 

(n) Williams v. Keats (1817), 2 Stark. 290. 

(o) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 36 (3) ; Heath v. San- 
som (1832), 4 B. & Ad. 172; “a dormant partner may retire from a 
firm without giving notice to the world” (ibid., per Patteson, J., at 
p. 177); Evans v. Drummond (1801), 4 Esp. 89; Bobinson y, Wilkinson 
(1817), 3 Price, 638; Orawshay v. Maule (1818), 1 Swan. 495; Dolman v. 
Orchard (1826), 2 C. & P. 104; Western Bank of Scotland y, Needell (1869) 

1 F. & F. 461 ; Bowles v. Page (1846), 3 C. B. 16. 

(p) CouH V. Berlin, [1897] 2 Q. B. 396, C. A. 

(a) Bobson v. Drummond (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 303 ; compare Stevens v 
Benning (1864), 1 K. & J. 168. 

(r) S(^kr Y. Whiteman, [1910] 1 K. B. 868, 889, C. A. ; Be Vagliano 
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All the members of a firm may sue on a contract made in the 
firm name, or by one of them as agent for the firm («), and, when 
there is joint damage, all may sue in an action of tort, subject to 
exceptions (0- An agreement between partners authorising one 
partner to sue for penalties, payable by defaulting partners to the 
others, is binding on the parties to the agreement, but it does not 
bind other persons so as to enable him to sue them on behalf of 
the firm («)• 

73. Actions by and against firms are regulated by a special code 
of procedure (a), although this procedure is optional, and partners 
may, where preferred, still sue and be sued in their individual names. 
The advantages of the new procedure in many cases are, however, 
obvious, and it is usually adopted in cases where it is applicable. 

74. Two or more partners carrying on business within the 
jurisdiction (?>) may sue either a stranger or a member of the 


Anthracite Collieries, Ltd. (1910), 79 L. J. (cii.) 769; U. v. Jlolden, [1912] 
1 K. B. 483, 487, C. C. A. ; see note (g), p. 5, ante. “ In English law a 
firm as such has no existence ” {Sadler v. Whiteman, [1910] 1 K. B. 868, C. A., 
per Farwell, L.J., at p. 889) ; compare title Companies, Vol. V., p. 65. 

(s) Cothay V. Fennell (1830), 10 B. & C. 671 ; Skinner v. Stocks (1821), 
4 B. & Aid. 437 ; Alexander y. Barker (1831), 2 Or. & J. 133. Formerly they 
sued as individuals ; and it was necessary for all the partners to be named 
as plaintiffs, subject to certain exceptions. A continuing partner Inis 
bc‘en held to bo entitled to sue alone on a contract made with him and a 
retired partner jointly (Atkinson v. Lainq (1822), Dow. & lly. (n. p.) 16), or 
made on his behalf, even after dissolution, by a retired partner (Cox v. 
llubbard (1847), 4 C. B. 317) ; and an active partner might sue without 
joining his sleeping partner as a plaintiff (Leveck v. Shafioe (1796), 2 Esp. 
468) ; and, if the contract is entered into with one partner personally he 
might sue in his own name without joining his partners (Agacio v. Forbes 
(1861), 14 Moo. P. C. C. 160 ; and see Jones v. Bobinson (1847), 1 Exch. 
454; Driver y. Burton (1852), 17 Q. B. 989; Hudson v. Bobinson (1816), 
4 M. & S. 475). Further, the master and part owner of a ship might sue 
alone on contracts made by him in relation to the ship (Cawthron v. TricJieit 
(1864), 15 C. B. (N. s.) 754), and two members of a firm who made a con- 
tract without disclosing that it was on behalf of the firm could sue alone 
on it (Clay v. Southern (1852), 7 Exch. 717 ; compare Lucas v. De la Cour 
(1813), 1 M. & S. 249); but an ostensible partner whose name appeared 
in the firm was held to be a necessary plaintiff, although he was in fact only 
in receipt of a salary (Guidon v. Bobson (1809), 2 Camp. 302). With 
regard to bills of exchange, see Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 
Viet. c. 61), s. 23 (2) ; and title Bills of Exchange, Promissory Notes 
AND Negotiable Instruments, Vol. II., pp. 492 et seq. 

(t) Longman v. Foie (1828), Mood. & M. 223; and see titles Libel and 
Slander, Vol. XVIII., p. 614 ; Tort. 

(u) Badenhurst y. Bates (1826), 3 Bing. 463. 

(a) Contained in the Rules of the Supreme Court ; see R. S. C., Ord. 48a. 
For procedure in the Supreme Court generally, see title Practice and 
Procedure. See also title Mayor’s Court, London, Vol. XX., pp. 289, 
291, 296. 

(b) If the firm has an office of its own in this country at which a partner 
or manager is in control carrying on the business, that is sufficient to 
bring it within R. S. C., Ord. 48 a, r. 1 (Worcester City and County Banking 
Co. V. Firbanh, Pauling & Co., [1894] 1 Q. B. 784, C. A. ; Shepherd v. 
Hirseh, Pritchard ds Co. (1890), 45 Ch. D. 231 ; Lysaght y. Clark db 
Co., [1891] 1 Q. B. 552); see note (d), p. 40, post. If the firm has only 
an office in this country where business for the firm is done by an agent, 
the question whether it is carrying on business within the jurisdiction 
depends on the powers and authority of the agent. If the agent merely 
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Sect. 3. firm (c) in the name of the firm (d) in which they were partners 
Legal Pro- when the cause of action arose {e\ and a judge may order the names 
oeedings. and addresses of such partners to be furnished and verified on oath 
or otherwise (/). In an action by a partner in the firm name his 
partners may, upon his application, be compelled by attachment to 
obey an order for discovery obtained by the defendant {g). 

Names of If no such order is made, the plaintiffs must, on demand in 

partners must writing by any defendant, declare the names and addresses of all the 
be disclosed, partners on whose behalf the action is brought ; and if this is not 
done the action may be stayed on such terms as the court or a judge 


has authority to take orders and transmit them to his firm, or to show 
samples, that is not “ carrying on business ** (Baillie v. Goodwin & Co, 
(1886), 33 Ch. D. 604 ; Grant v. Anderson db Co., [1892] 1 Q. B. 108, C. A.) ; 
but, if he has power to conclude binding contracts on his own initiative on 
behalf of the firm, it is otherwise (Compagnie GhiSrale TransaUanttque 
y , Law (Thomas) d: Co., La ** Bourgogne,"* [1899] A. C. 431; Dunlop 
Pneumatic Tyre Co. v. Aetien Gesellschaft fur Motor und Motor- 
fahrzeughau vorm. Cudell <Sb Co., [1902] 1 K. B. 342, C. A.). The 
firm must have an office or fixed place of business in this country; 
the fact that a paitner resides in, or that a partner comes regularly to, 
this country for the purpose of transacting business for the firm is not. 
sufficient (Heinemann & Co. v. Hale <& Co., [1891] 2 Q. B. 83, C. A. ; 
Singleton v. Roberts, Stoclcs & Co. (1894), 70 L. T. 687 ; Western National 
Bank of City of New York v. Perez, Triana d Co,, [1891] 1 Q. B. 304, C. A. ; 
Indigo Co. v. Ogilvy, [1891] 2 Ch. 31, C. A.). A stand taken for nine days 
at a show may be a fixed place of business sufficient to bring a firm 
within the jurisdiction (Dunlop Pneumatic Tyre Co. v. Aetien Gesellschaft 
fur Motor und Motorfahrzeugbau vorm. Cudell db Co., supra). See, further, 
cases cited at pp. 41 et se^., post, dealing with proceedings against a firm. 
A Scottish, Irish, or colonial firm is in the same position as a foreign firm 
for this purpose, for the question does not depend upon allegiance but 
on jurisdiction (Worcester City and County Banking Co. v. Firhank, Pauling 
db Co., [1894] 1 Q. B. 784, per Lord Esher, M.R., at p. 787). As to 
service on unincorporated foreign companies, see title Companies, Vol. V., 

pp. 20, 21. 

(o) R. S. C., Ord. 48 a, r. 10. 

(d) Ibid., r, 1. It has been held that this does not authorise a single 
individual trading under a firm name to sue in such name (Mason db 
Son V. Mogridge (1892), 8 T, L. R. 805); but the Court of Appeal has 
refused to set aside a judgment recovered in such an action (Hirschfeldt 
V. Elton (1899), unreported, cited in Yearly Practice of the Supreme 
Court, 1912, p. 691). In the case of a money-lender trading alone under 
a registered firm name since the Money-lenders Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. 

0. 61), it would appear that both his own name and his registered firm 
name should appear; see Annual Practice, 1912, p. 777 ; title Monet and 
Money-Lending, Vol. XXI., pp. 48, 61. It has been doubted whether 
the rule applies to an action in rem (The Assunta, [1902] P. 160, 154). 

(e) There may of course have been a change in the personnel of the 
firm between the date of the cause of action and the issue of the writ. 
This is of no importance where the action is by the firm, but where the 
firm is defendant it may have serious consequences ; see pp. 43, 46, post. 

(f) The alternative method (see the text, infra) of obtaining disclosure, 

1. e., under R. S. C., Ord. 48 a, r. 2, is only a “ declaration m writing,” 
and this being considered insufficient, ibid., r. 1, was framed to enable 
either party to obtain an affidavit or other statement on oath. There 
ean be no cross-examination on such an affidavit (Abrahams d Co. v. 
Dunlop Pneumatic Tyre Co., [1906] 1 K. B. 46, C. A.) ; nor can disobedience 
to an order for this disclosure be enforced by attachment (Pike v. Keene 
(1876), 24 W. R. 322). As to proceedings in a county court, see title 
County Courts. Vol. VIII., p. 466. 

Ig) Seal and Edgelow v. Kingston, [1908] 2 K. B. 679, C. A. ; atid see 



Part IV. — Relations between Partners and Third Parties. 


41 


directs (ft). After the demand is complied with the action proceeds 
in the name of the firm, but all the partners named in the 
declaration are in the same position as if each was an individual 
plaintiff (i). 

76. A partner may sue strangers in the firm name, but if his 
partners object he may be ordered to give them an indemnity 
against the costs (j), A solvent partner and the trustee in bank- 
ruptcy of his insolvent partner may join as plaintiffs in an action 
to recover from a third person a bill belonging to the partnership 
and indorsed to such third person by the insolvent partner in fraud 
of his firm (k), 

76. Where two firms have a common partner, either of them 
may sue the other if both firms carry on business within the 
jurisdiction (Z). 

77. The separate debt owing by one partner cannot, as a 
general rule, in the absence of express or implied agreement, be set 
off against a debt owing to the firm (m), unless the indebted partner 
was the only ostensible partner when the debt to the firm was 
incurred (77), or has become the sole partner under an agreement 
which operates as a novation of the debt owing to the firm (o). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Actions against Partners, 

78. Two or more persons carrying on business within the juris- 
diction ( p) may be sued, in respect of their partnership liabilities, 

title Discovery, Inspection, and Interrogatories, Vol. XI., p. 44, 
note (e). The court will not commit two partners for contempt in dis- 
obeying an order which has been served on one of them only (Youi^g v. 
Ooodson (1826), 2 Iluss. 255). 

(h) If an order to stay is not made, failure to comply with the demand 
will not justify the defendant in making default in appearance or prevent 
the plaintiff from obtaining judgment by default (Yearly Practice of the 
Supreme Court, 1912, p. 682, note to r. 2). 

(t) R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 2. This rule does not appear to be applicable 
to an action by a limited partnership. In such a case the names can be 
ascertained by inspection of the register ; see p. 109, post. 

(/) Whitehead v. Hughes (1834), 2 Cr. & M. 318 ; Seal and Edgelow v. 
Kingston, [1908] 2 K. B. 579, C. A. 

(k) Heilbut V. Nevill (1869), L. R. 4 C. P. 354 ; affirmed (1870), L. R. 5 
C. P. 478, Ex. Ch. 

(Z) R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 10. Formerly this was not so (Bosanqaet v. 
Wray (1816), 6 Taunt. 597); but a suit in equity could have been 
maintained (Taylor v. Midland Bail. Co. (1860), 28 Beav. 287). Leave to 
issue execution in such a case must be obtained ; see title Execution, 
Vol. XIV., p. 8. 

(w) Gordon v. Ellis (1846), 3 Dow. & L. 803 ; Jebsen v. East and West 
India Bock Co. (1875), L. R. 10 C. P. 300. 

(n) Stracey v. Deey (1789), cited 7 Term Rep. 361, n. ; Muggeridge's v. 
Smith dt Co, (1884), 1 T. L. R. 166; compare Baker v Gent (1892), 

9 T. L. R. 159 ; see also Spurr v. Cass, Cass v. Spurr (1870), L. R. 5 Q. B. 
656 ; and see titles Equity, Vol. XIII., p. 163 ; Set-Off and Counter- 
claim. 

(o) Burgess v. Morton (1894), 10 T. L. R. 339, C. A. 

(p) As to what amounts to carrying on business within the jurisdictiou, 
see note (6), p. 39, a/nte. As to proceedings in a county court, see title 
County Courts, Vol. VIII., p. 456. A foreira firm can agree that service 
on an agent within the jurisdiction shall be v^d (Montgomery v. Liehenthal^ 
[1898] 1 Q. B. 487, C. A.); but it cannot agree t^t the court shall have 
power to direct service upon it out of the jurisdiction (British Wa^on Co, 
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in the name of the firm in which they were partners when the cause 
of action arose (q). 

79. A writ against a subsisting firm may be served on any 
partner or partners (r), or at the firm’s principal place of business («) 
within the jurisdiction, on any person there having the control or 
management of the business (0- This operates as good service on 
every partner, even on those out of the jurisdiction (a). Every 


V. Gray, [1896] 1 Q. B. 35, C. A.). In the absence of any such agreement, 
if a firm does not carry on business within the jurisdiction, it is a foreign 
firm and the partners must be sued individually (Western National Bamlc 
of City of New York v. Perez, Tnana <& Co,, [1891] 1 Q. B. 304, C. A.) ; 
and service of a writ in the firm name has no effect (ibid.) ; see also Indigo 
Co. V. Ogilvy, [1891] 2 Ch. 31, C. A. ; Dobson v, Festi, Easini Co., [1891 J 
2 Q. B. 92, C. A.) ; and see B. S. C., Ord. 11. If a foreign firm brings an 
action witliin the jurisdiction, a counterclaim may be made against it 
(Griendtoveeny. Ilamlyn (1892), 8 T. L. R. 231). 

iq) R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 1 ; Western National Bank of City of New 
York V. Perez, Triana Co., supra. The name of a newspaper has 
been held not to be a firm name (De Bemates v. New York Herald, 
[1893] 2 Q. B. 97, n.), but the name of a proprietary club may be (Firmin 
Sons, Lid. V. International Club (1889), 5 T. L. R. 612, 694, C. A.). 

(r) Service upon one partner is sufficient to bind the firm, and it is not 
necessary to effect service on the other or others, except for the purpose 
of issuing execution against them in case they do not appear or admit 
liability upon the pleadings, or are not adjudged to be partners. Where 
more than one service is effected the time for appearance by the firm runs 
from the last service. In a case where service was effected upon a person 
liaving control (see the text, infra), and five days later upon a partner, 
and judgment in default of appearance was signed on the first service 
before the eight days had elapsed from service on the partner, the judg- 
ment was set aside (Alden v. Beckley & Co. (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 543). Service 
should not bo effected after judgment, but resort had to R. S. C., Ord. 48a, 
r. 8 (see pp. 43, note (e), 44, note (h), post). Where one of the partners is an 
infant, service must be effected upon him in the way prescribed by R. S. C., 
Ord, 9, r. 4; see title Infants and Children, Vol. XVII., p. 140; and 
see note (t), infra. So in the case of a lunatic defendant (Fore Street 
Warehouse Co. v. Durrant (1883), 10 Q. B. D. 471). 

(«) There does not appear to be any reported decision as to what makes 
a place of business the principal place, but probably it is the place where 
the administrative part of the business is carried on, and from which the 
different branches are controlled. As to service on unincorporated 
foreign companies, see title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 20, 21. 

(t) This does not include an agent of the firm whose only duty is to show 
samples and transmit orders (liaillie v. Goodwin Co. (1886), 33 Ch. D. 
C04). Nor is a receiver and manager appointed by the court included in 
this term, since the person served must be the servant of the firm (Ee 
Flowers <& Co., [1897] 1 Q. B. 14, C. A.) (a bankruptcy case). The 
words of the rule are wide enough to include an infant if in control, and 
it is conceived that service on him would be good, inasmuch as the special 
mode of serving an infant provided by R. S. C., Ord. 9, r. 4, applies only 
where the infant is a party to the action. 

(a) R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 3. This mode of service is ^ood where 
business is carried on within the jurisdiction, and it is immatenal that the 
partners are outside the jurisdiction, so far as service on the manager is 
concerned, or whether they are British subjects or not, so far as service 
upon them within the junsdiction or upon the manager at the principal 
place of business is concerned. Therefore, though all the partners reside 
and are domiciled out of the jurisdiction, service upon a partner 
temporarily within the jurisdiction is a sufficient service upon the firm 
V. Sihson (1886), 10 Q. B. D. 792 ; Lysaght v. Clark c9 
91] 1 Q. B. 552; Worcester City and County Banking Co. v. Fir^ 
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person served must be informed by notice in writing at the time of 3. 

service whether he is served as partner or person having control or Legal Pro- 
in both characters, and in default of such notice is deemed to be ceedings. 
served as a partner (b). Substituted service may be ordered where 
there is no person in apparent control and no partner can be service, 
served (c). 

But if the plaintiff knows that the partnership has been dis- Dissolved 
solved, he must serve personally every member of the firm within 
the jurisdiction whom he seeks to make liable (</), and must, of 
course, adopt the usual procedure in the case of any partners out 
of the jurisdiction (c). 


bnnJct Pauling dt Co., [1894J 1 Q. B. 784, C. A. ; Shepherd y, Ilirsch, 
PiUchard & Co. (1890), 45 Cli. D. 231). 

(/>) K. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 4. 

(c) Ibid., Ord. 9. r. 2 : Shilliio v. Child & Co., [1883] W. N. 208. 
Before an order for substituted service will be made, efforts to serve 
the person in control of the business and any partner must have 
been made unsuccessfully. Where there appears to be no one in control, 
and the address of one of the partners is known, and efforts to serve him 
have failed, an order will generally be made for service by post addressed 
to the place of business and to the partner’s residence. Possibly, if the 
names and addresses of the partners cannot be found out, service may 
be ordered by post addressed to the place of business only. Substituted 
service cannot be ordered upon a partner who is resident out of the juris- 
diction by service upon some one in this country ; see Worcester City and 
County Banking Co. v. Firbank, Faultng Co., [1894] 1 Q. B. 784, C. A., 
per Lord Esher, M.R., at p. 788). There cannot be good substituted 
service where personal service would not be legally possible (ibid.). But 
see Coles v. Gurney (1815), 1 Madd. 187 ; Leese v. Martin (1871), L. R. 13 
Eq. 77 ; Figqins v. Ward (1834), 2 Or. Ar M. 424. 

(d) R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 3. This refers to liability of the individual 
partner. Even where the cause of action accrued before the dissolution, 
the plaintiff cannot make a partner who has since retired liable without 
serving him personally, unless he has appeared or admitted on the plead* 
ings that he is a partner, or been adjudged to be one; see R. S. 0 , 
Ord. 48a, r. 8; Wigram v. Cox, Sons, Buckley cfc Co., [1894] 1 Q. B. 792. 
But notwithstanding dissolution proceedings can be instituted against tlie 
late firm in the firm name, if the dissolution was after the accrual of the 
cause of action (Re Wenham, Ex paite Baitams, [1900] 2 Q. B. 698, C. A.), 
and any service upon the firm would make the partnership property liable 
to execution. Where there has been an entire change in the persons con- 
stituting the firm since the cause of action arose, suing in the firm 
name may cause difficulty (Be Sawers, Ex parte Blain (1879), 12 CIi. 1). 
622, 533, (’.• A.). In Be Young, Ex parte Young (1881), 19 Oh. D. 
124, C. A. (decided under the corresponding repealed Rules of 1875), it 
was held that a judgment against a firm would not support a debtoi’s 
summons against a retired partner who had not been served, nor had 
appeared nor admitted on the pleadings that he was a partner, nor had 
been adjudged to be a partner, although the debt had been contracted 
before the dissolution and the creditor was ignorant of the dissolution ; 
and see Davis v. Morris (1883), 10 Q. B. D. 436, 444. But where, alter 
dissolution, a charging order was made upon the application of a judg- 
ment creditor against the partnership assets in the hands of a receiver, 
the court refused to discharge the order on the application of partners 
who had not been served with the writ in the action wherein the creditor 
had obtained his judgment (Brand v. Sand^ound (1901), 18 T. L. R. 96). 

(e) R. S. C., Ord. 11 ; see Yearly Practice of the Supreme Court, 1912, 
pp. 61 et seq. Where a partner is outside the jurisdiction, leave must be 
obtained to serve him there, and can only be granted in the cases coming 
within R. S. C., Ord. 11; see title Practice and Procedure But he 
must be made a pai'iy or be served within the jurisdiction, U it is sought 
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to make his private property liable to execution. Even if he has appeared 
or admitted liability, it may be that he cannot be made personally liable, 
since the proviso in R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 8 (see title Execution, Vol. XIV., 
p. 11), seems to exclude the operation of the rest of that rule. 

if) R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 6 . A managing partner may authorise 
appearance being entered for all partners ( Tomlinson v. Brocidsmith, [1896] 
1 Q. B. 386, C. A.). If a marri^ woman appears as sole defendant the 
writ should bo amended by adding her name {Be Uandford {Frances) 
^ Oo., Ex parte Eandford {Frances), [1899] 1 Q. B. 666, C. A.). The 
appearance must be entered for the individual partners by name, with 
the description “ partners in the firm of,*’ or “ trading as,” or “ practising ” 
or carrying on business ” in the firm name. Ah appearance by one 
partner describing himself as such is a sufficient appearance for the firm 
to prevent judgment from beings signed in default against it {Adam v. 
Townend (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 103), and upon which to issue a summons for 
leave to sign judgment under R. S. C., Ord. 14 {Lysaght v. Clark <& Co., 
[1891] 1 Q. B. 652), or a summons for directions under R. S. 0., Ord. 30. 
An infant partner must appear by a ^ardian ad litem ; see title Infants 
AND Children, Vol. XVII., p. 140. Where more partners than one appear 
they need not appear by the same solicitor. Where the firm name is 
given incorrectly on the writ it may be corrected in the appearance. If 
there has been a dissolution of partnership since the accrual of the cause 
of action, the appearance may be entered for the persons who constituted 
the firm with the description “ partners in the said firm of at the 

time of the accrual of the alleged cause of action.” If the dissolution has 
been caused by death since the accrual of the cause of action, an appear- 
ance cannot be entered for the executors of the deceased unless they have 
been added as parties ; but it is otherwise where executors are carrying 
on the business of their testator and they are sued in the firm name. If 
an appearance is entered by one partner describing himself as trading 
in the firm name, the plaintiff is nevertheless entitled to apply under 
R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 1, for an order for disclosure of other partners* names, 
if any {Munster v. Cox (1886), 10 App. Cas. 680, 682, 683). 

(o) R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 6. 

(a) Ibid., r. 7. Where a person has been served as a partner {i.e., 
simply served with the writ or with an added notice to that effect), he 
may, without leave, enter an appearance denying that he is a partner, 
or that he was a partner at the time of the accrual of the cause of 
action. But such an appearance is not an appearance for the firm, 
and, in default of any proper appearance for the firm, judgment can be 
signed against the firm on any service other than that on the person, as a 
partner, who has appeared denying partnership. Therefore, if he was 
served as a partner and as the person having the control of the partner- 
ship business, judgment may be signed on the service upon him in the 
latter capacity, or the writ can be re-served on the controller, or manager, 
or a partner. The plaintiff may either issue a summons to amend the 
appearance on the ground that the person so appearing is, as a matter of 
fact, a partner, or wait till he has obtained judgment against the firm and 
then, if necessary for the purpose of enforcing it, apply to issue execution 
against him under R. S. C., Ord. 48a*, r. 8 ; see title Execution, 
Vol. XIV., p. 11. If he resorts to the former course the master may in a 
very clear case make an order amending the appearance or, if not, may 
direct an issue to be tried (see ibid.). A person who appears under pro- 
test is not thereby precluded from applying to set aside the service of the 
writ upon him {Mayer v. Olaretie (1890), 7 T. L. R. 40). No appearance 
other than those mentioned above can be entered. The person served as 
having the control of the business cannot do so (see R. S. C., Ord. 48 a, 


80 . Persons served as partners must appear in their own natnes, 
but the proceedings continue in the firm’s name (/). Persons served 
as in control need not appear unless they are partners (g), A 
person served as a partner may appear under protest denying that 
he is a partner, but this does not affect the plaintiff’s rights against 
persons properly served (h). One partner may appear as “ trading 
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vidual names, the plaintiff may apply for discovery of the names 
and addresses of the persons who were partners when the cause of names 
action arose (i). Any defence delivered must be a defence for the partners, 
firm, not for the partners individually (k), though the partners may Defence, 
put in separate defences (1). 

81. The above procedure is optional ; and a plaintiff may, if he Action 
thinks fit, sue all the partners whom he seeks to make liable 
individually ; but in such a case they must all be made defendants, partners. 

If he sues some only of the partners the defendants can insist on 

the other partners being made parties if they are within the juris- 
diction and can be found (vi) ; but an active partner who has 
ordered goods may be sued alone and cannot plead the joint 
liability of a sleeping partner as a defence (n). 

82. In an action to enforce the joint liability of partners, an Unsatisfied 
unsatisfied judgment against one of them is a bar to a future action judgment 
against the others (a); but one or more of several partners who are partner 
jointly and severally liable may be sued without making them all ^ 
defendants (i), notwithstanding an unsatisfied judgment against one 

of them for the same debt (c). 

83. If all the partners are dead the legal personal representa- Action 
tive of the last survivor may be sued in respect of a liability of 

T. 6, unless he is, as a matter of fact, a partner. In Robinson v. TFard J’cpresen ta- 
el^ Son (1892), 36 Sol. Jo. 415, the court allowed a person, who claimed to * 
be a partner, to enter an appearance and raise the defence that he was 
not a partner at the time of the accrual of the cause of action, and that 
the debt, therefore, was not his debt. There were special circumstances 
in this case, and it is conceived that it would not ordinarily be followed. 

As to the practice before R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 7, see Davies d? Co. v. 

Andr6 <& Co. (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 698, 606, 607, C. A. 

(i) R. S. C., Ord. 48a. r. 1. Where one partner, only, appeared as 
** trading as R. &Co.,'’ and the proceedings were continued and judgment 
obtained against him in that form, the plaintiff was not allowed to amend 
his judgment in order to issue execution against the firm {Munster v. Cox 
(1885), 10 App. Gas. 680, affirming S. C.. sub nom. Munster v. Raillon (& 

Co. (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 435, C. A.) ; see note (/), p. 44, ante, and note (A), 
p. 46, 

(k) Ellis Y. Wadeson, [1809] 1 Q. B. 714, 717. Even where one of two 
partners has died (ibid., at p. 719). 

(l) Ibid., at p. 717. One partner is entitled to defend (ibid.), and such 
defence is sufficient (ibid.; Taylor v. Collier (1882), 61 L. J. (cn.) 853). 

(m) Robinson v. Geisel, f l894J 2 Q. B. 686, 687, C. A. AVhether lie could 
sue only one, or whether he need join a sleeping partner as defendant, if 
his contract had been made with one partner only, and he had no 
knowledge of the partnership, see De Mauior v. Sanders (1830), 1 B. & Ad. 

398 ; Mullett v. Hook (1827), Mood. & M. 88, overruling Dubois v. Ludert 
(1814), 5 Taunt. 609. 

(n) Ex parte Hodgkinson (1^15), 19 Ves. 291 ; Ex parte Norfolk {IS15), 19 
Ves. 464; Re Starkies and Whiteside, Ex parte Chuck (1832), 8 Bing. 

469. 

(a) Kvng v. Hoare (1844), 13 M. & W. 494 ; Kendall v. Hamilton (1879), 

4 App. Gas. 604 ; and see title Estoppel, Vol. XIII., p. 335. 

(b) Plumer v. Gregory (1874), L. R. 18 Eq. 621 ; see p. 34, ante. 

(e) Blyth v. Fladgate, Morgan v. Blyth, Smith v. hlytli, [1891] 1 Ch# 

337. 363. 



46 


Partnehship. 


SbOT. 8. 

Legal Pro- 
ceedings. 

Discovery. 

Judgment 
against » 
Urm. 


the firm without making the legal personal representatives of the 
others defendants (^Z). 

84 . If partnership books contain entries relating only to the private 
affairs of a partner, he may claim to seal up such entries on producing 
the books in an action relating to the business of the firm (e). 

85 . Where a successful action is brought against a firm under the 
above procedure (/) the judgment is in form against the firm, and 
not against any partner individually (g), but it is in effect a judg- 
ment against all the partners (h). It will not, however, except as 
against partnership property, affect any partner out of the juris- 
diction who has not appeared unless he has been individually 
served. The means of enforcing such a judgment are dealt with 
elsewhere (i). 


(d) Colder v. Eutherford (1822), 3 Brod. & Bing. 302 ; Qolding v. Vaughan 
(1782), 2 Chit. 436; and see title Executors and Administrators, 
Vol. XIV., p. 308. 

(e) Be Pickering, Pickering v. Pickering (1883), 25 Ch. D. 247, C. A.; 
and see title Discovery, Inspection, and Interrogatories, Vol. XI., 
pp. 70, 71 : and compare p. 66, 

(/) See pp. 42 et seq., ante. 

(g) Jackson v. Litchfield (1882), 8 Q. B. D. 474, C. A. If one partner 

is an infant it is against the firm “ other than ** (the infant partner) 

(Lovell V. Beauchamp, [1894] A. C. 607). 

(h) Western National Bank of City of New York v. Peres, Triana 
Co., [1891] 1 Q. B. 304, C. A. ; Be Ilandford (Frances) db Co., Ex parte 
Handford (Frances), [1899] 1 Q. B. 666, 670; Clark v. Cullen (1882), 9 
Q. B. D. 355. It has been suggested that where one partner dies before 
action brought or between service of writ and judgment, judgment can only 
be obtained against the surviving partners and be enforced against them 
and the partnership assets, unless the legal personal representatives of the 
deceased partner are added as parties. Where all the partners die after 
service but before judgment, judgment cannot be entered at all (Ellis v. 
Wadeson, [1899] 1 Q. B 714, C. A., per Bomer, L.J., at pp. 718, 719). 
Whether the action could be continued against the personal representatives 
depends upon the nature of the claim ; see Kirk v. Todd (1882), 21 Ch. D. 
484, C. A. ; Ellis v. Wadeson, supra, at p. 718. Where a firm is sued in 
its firm name, and an appearance is entered for only one person as though 
he were sole partner, the action should still go on against the firm in its 
firm name. In a case where this was not done, and the plaintiff took the 
subsequent proceedings against that partner individually, and judgment 
was signed against him, the plaintiff was not allowed to amend his judg- 
ment so as to make it a judgment against the firm in order to make 
another partner, whom he had since discovered, liable for the judgment 
debt (Munster v. Cox (1885), 10 App. Cas. 680). 

(i) See R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 8; and see titles Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 29; County Courts, Vol. VIII., pp. 656, 
657; Execution, Vol. XIV„ pp. 8, note (c), 10. 11; p. 45, ante. As to 
execution against a married woman partner and an infant partner, see 
title Execution, Vol. XIV., p. 10, note (k), and see respectively, titles 
Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI,, pp. 417, 420, 456 ; Infants and 
Children, Vol. XVII., p. 63; Interpleader, Vol. XVII., p. 689, note(r). 
As to bankruptcy proceedings against partners, see title Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 12, 13, 28. 61, 232, 238, 273. A petition in bank- 
ruptcy against a person trading individually who was in fact with another 
in partnership under his own name cannot support a receiving order 
against the other partner on the ground that service on the first partner 
is service on the firm (Be A Debtor (No. 3 of 1912), Ex parte The Debtor 
(1012), 1 L. J. County Courts Reporter, 29). Executors carryiiuf on 
tostalor’rt biisini'ss cannot be adjudicated bankrupt as partners (2^.# Fishet 
4* Sons, [1912] 2 K. B. 491). 
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86. When a creditor sues and obtains judgment against some Sect. 3. 

members of a firm, the matter passes into res judicata, and he Legal Pro- 
cannot, in respect of the same matter, sue others \^ho were not ceedingg. 
joined in the action (/c). But a creditor who proves against the EfPecT^ 
estate of a deceased partner, whom he believes to be the sole owner judgment 
of a business, is not estopped from proceeding against a person, or a-pmst a 
the estate of a person, subsequently discovered to be a partner (1). partner. 

87. Debts owing to a firm may be attached although one or more Garnishee 
partners may reside out of the jurisdiction, if the firm carries on 
business (m) within the jurisdiction and a partner or person having 
control or management (;/) has been served within the jurisdiction 

with a garnishee order (o). 


Part V. — Relations of Partners Inter sc. 

Sect. 1. — Good Faith Necessary. 

88. Ordinary partnerships are by the law presumed to be based Basis of 

on the mutual trust and confidence of each partner, not only in the relationship, 
skill and knowledge, but also in the integrity, of every other partner. 

The utmost good faith is requisite in the relations between partners 
inter se (p). 

89. A partner must, accordingly, account to his firm for all ooncrai dntj 
benefit derived by him without the consent of his partners from to account 
all transactions concerning the partnership, and from the use of 

the property, name, or business connection of the partnership (q), 
including transactions after dissolution but before the complete 
winding up of the partnership (a). He must also account to his 
firm for the profits made by him in any business of the same nature 
as, and competing with, that of his firm, if he carries on any such 
business without the consent of his partners (h). 


{k) Kendall v. Hamilton (1879), 4 App. Cas. 604; see p. 45, ante, and 
title Estoppel, Vol. XIII., pp. 335, 336. 

(Z) Be Hodgson, Beckett v. Bamsdale (1885), 31 Ch. D. 177, C. A. 

(m) For cases illustrating the meaning of these words, see note (6), 
p. 39, ante. 

(n) For cases illustrating the meaning of these words, see note (t), 
p. 42, ante. . 

(o) R. S. C., Ord. 48a, r. 9; Ord. 46, r. 1. As to garnishee pro- 
ce^ings generally, see title Execution, Vol. Xiy., pp. 90 et seq. 

(p) This principle is firmly established in equity. It is not expressly 
enunciated by the Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), but is 
recognised and embodied in the provisions contained in ibid., ss. 29, 30. 
The relationship of partners inter se is sometimes spoken of as 
“fiduciary,** and in Cassels v. Stewart (1881), 6 App. Cas.^ 64, Lord 
Blackburn, at p. 79, said of a partner that it is “because he is an agent 
that the fiduciary character arises.** The word “fiduciary** cannot, 
however, be applied to the partnership relation in ageneial or unqualified 
sense; see title Equity, Vol. XIIL, p. 156; and see ibid., note (c). 

(q) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 29 (1). 

{a) Ibid., 8. 29 (2). ^ . 

(6) Ibid., s. 30. See Deanr. MacDowell (1878), 8 Ch. D. 345, C. A. ; com- 
pare Burton v. Wookey (1822), Madd. & G. 367 ; Gardner v. M^Oidcheon 
(1842), 4 Beav. 534; Somerville v. Mackay (1810), JO Vcs. 382; I^ock v# 
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SECT. 1. In the conduct of the firm’s business a partner must not make 
Good Faith any exclusive profit or private advantage for himself (c) ; ^ but a 
Necessary, partner may derive private benefit in matters entirely outside the 
RuieliMinBt scope of, and not in competition with, the business by the use of 
priTateprofit. information acquired in the partnership business (d). 

A partner must not place himself in a situation antagonistic to 
the interests of the firm (e). A managing partner should enter in 
the partnership books all money which he withdraws for his 
separate use ; omission to do so or concealment of any such trans- 
action may amount to fraud (/). 

A covenant in a partnership agreement restraining competition 
between the partners will be enforced by the court (g). 

90 . One partner is not necessarily precluded by the fiduciary 
relationship from purchasing the share of another without the 
knowledge of the rest or from making, on his ^wn account, a pur- 
chase, not being within the scope of, or in rivalry with or injurious 
to, the partnership (h). 

Renewal of 91 . The renewal of a lease by one or more of the partners 
partneibiiip without the privity of the others enures for the benefit of all (i), 

lease. is the same when the intention to renew is communicated 

to the others if the latter are prompt to assert their rights (k) ; and 

Lynam (1854), 4 I. Ch. E. 188; Bussell v. Austwick (1826), 1 Sim. 52; 
Miller v. Mackay (No. 2) (1865), 34 Beav. 295. 

(c) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 29 (1) ; compare 
Fawcett v. Whitehouse (1829), 1 Euss. & M. 132 ; Hichens v. Congreve 
(1828), 1 Euss. & M. 160. 

(d) Aas V. Benham, [1891] 2 Ch. 244, C. A. ; and see p. 47, ante, 

(e) Burton v. Wookey (1822), Madd. & G. 367 (where the defendant 
obtained goods for the firm by bartering his own shop goods in exchange) ; 
Bentley v. Craven (1863), 18 Beav. 76 ; Dunne v. EngUsh (1874), L. E. 18 
Eq. 624 ; but mere exposure to a temptation to be dishonest is not suffi- 
cient to justify the interference of the court (Qlassington v. Thwaites 
(1823), 1 Sim. & St. 124). 

if) Be Hay, Ex parte Smith (1821), Madd. & G. 2. 

(o) Morris v. Colman (1812), 18 Ves. 407; Shackle v. Baker (1808), 
14 Ves. 468; see Cooper y. Page (1876), 34 L. T. 90 (where one partner 
agreed to advance money to a third person on the terms that he should 
receive, by way of interest, a share of the profits of the business carried 
on by such person; held that this was a breach of a covenant “not 
to directly or indirectly engage in any other business **); and Cooper 
V. WailingU>n (1784), 2 Chit. 461 (where it was held, upon the construction 
of particular articles, that the right of one partner to retire, under the con- 
tract, from the particular trade carried on by the partnership, could not 
be exercised with a view to setting up a similar separate trade elsewhere). 
As to retirement, see p. 86, post. As to the method of enforcing such 
covenants, see titles Injunction, Vol. XVII., pp. 242 et sea ; Specific 
Performance. As to covenants in restraint of trade, see titles Master 
AND Servant, VoI. XX., pp. 88 ei seq, ; Trade and Trade Unions. 

(h) Cossets V. Stewart (1881), 6 App. Cas. 64; Trimble v. Ooldherq, [19061 
A. C. 494, P. C. L J 

Clegg v. Fishwick (1849), 1 Mac. & G. 294, per Lord Cottenham, 
L.C., at p. 298 ; the old lease was the foundation of the new lease ; 
.... the tenant-right of renewal arising out of the old lease giving the 
partners the benefit of this new lease.’* 

{ k ) Clegg v. Edmondson (1867), 8 De G. M. & G. 787, C. A. ; Be Biss , 
Biss V. B % ss , [1903] 2 Ch. 40, 61 ; and see title Mines, Minerals, and 
Quarries, Vol. XX., pp. 613, 614, where the considerations specially 
affecting mining property are referred to. 
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it is immaterial whether the term of the partnership is definite or 
indefinite, or whether the lessors would have refused to renew to the 
partners who are not privy to the renewal (Z). The representatives 
of a deceased partner may have a right to share in the benefit of a 
renewed lease (m). If one partner declines to concur in taking a 
renewed lease of property where a branch of the firm’s business is 
carried on, and the articles provide that the business shall be 
carried on at such place as the partners agree, no other partner can 
take a renewed lease in his own name and insist upon continuing 
such branch on account of the firm (n). 

Sect. 2. — Management of Partnership Affairs, 

92. The management of a partnership business is in the hands 
of all the partners, each being entitled to act, in the absence of any 
provision to the contrary (o), 

93. With respect to matters connected with the ordinary carrying 
on of the partnership business, disputes among the partners may, in 
the absence of any express provision for their settlement, be decided 
by a majority of the partners ( p) ; but the majority must act in good 
faith and every partner must have the opportunity of being heard (7). 

A majority of partners, however, cannot change the nature of 
the partnership business ; for this purpose the assent of all is 
required (r). Nor can a majority, when selling their own shares in 
the partnership, sell the shares of the dissentient partners (u). 

94. The diligence required of a partner may be limited by the 
articles to that part of the business which is conducted by him (/>). 


{1) Feather sionhaitgh v. Fenwick (1810), 17 Ves. 298. 

(m) Clements v. Hall (1858) 2 De G, & J. 173, 0. A. 

{n) Clements v. Norris (1878), 8 Ch. D. 129, 0. A. 

( 0 ) Partnership Act, 1800 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 24 (5). The powers of 
management are co-extonsive unless it is otherwise agreed {Donaldson v. 
Williams (1833), 1 Cr. & M. 345). The exclusion of a partner may be 
restrained by injunction ; see p. 80, post. 

( p) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 24 (8). The admission 
of a pupil or apprentice with a view to train him in the knowledge ot the 
business falls within “ ordinary matters connected with the partnership 
business ” {Highley v. Walker (1910), 26 T. L. R. 685); and see p. 52, post. 

iq) “ I call that the act of all, which is the act of the majority, provided 
all are consulted and the majority are acting bond fide, meeting, not for the 
purpose of negativing what anyone may have to offer, but for the purpose 
of negativing what, when they are met together, they may, after due 
consideration, think proper to negative” (Const v. Harris (1824), Turn. & R. 
496, per Lord Eldon, L.C., at p. 625). If there is any agreement by the 
majority, before hearing the minority, to override in any event the views 
of the latter, such conduct is not consistent with good faith (Great Western 
Bail. Co. V. Bushout (1852), 6 De G. & Sm. 290, 310). On the other hand, 
the minority must not be merely obstructive, and may, after reasonable 
discussion, be closured ; see Wall v. London and Northern Assets Corpora^ 
iion, [1898] 2 Ch. 469, C. A. 

(r) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39). s. 24 (8) ; Natusch v. 
Irving (1824), 2 Coop. temp. Cott. 368 ; A.^Q. v. Great Northern Bail. Co. 
(1860), 1 Drew. & Sm. 164; and see pp. 26 26, ante. What are the 
limits of deviation that will justify the interference of the court on behalf 
of a dissentient minority depends on the circumstances of each case ; anvi 
the right to relief may be lost through laches or acquiescence (Gregory t. 
Patchett (1864), 33 Beav. 696). 

(а) Chappie v. Cadell (1822), Jac. 637. 

(б) Smith V. MuUs (1862), 9 Uare, 666. 
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95. In the absence of contrary agreement each partner is entitled 
to access to the partnership books, which must be kept at the place 
of business of the firm (c). On dissolution partnership books may, 
by agreement, become the exclusive property of one partner (d); but 
when one partner is bankrupt the court will not take the books 
from solvent partners (e). 

96. A managing partner, like any other partner, is not entitled 
to remuneration unless there is a special agreement to that effect (/). 
Agreement and acquiescence under pressure have been held not to 
debar the reopening of an account in which remuneration has been 
sanctioned by partners to a person who stood in the position of 
trustee for them (g). Such an agreement may be inferred where all 
the partners agree to give their whole time and attention to the 
business and then permit one of their number to act exclusively (h). 

A surviving partner who carries on the business profitably, retain- 
ing the capital of his deceased partner, is entitled to just allowances 
for management (i), unless he is himself the executor of the deceased 
partner (Ic) ; but allowance for management during the conduct of a 
business is not payable for interim management between dissolution 
and the sale and distribution of assets (Z). 

Sect. 8. — Admission of Other Partners. 


New partner 97. Subject to any agreement a new partner may not be 
adjuitted (»niy introduced without the consent of all the existing partners (7/1). The 
terms on which he is admitted are therefore usually determined by 
express ngroement(H). An attempt by one partner to introduce a 


(r) Partnorsbip Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 24 (9). 

(d) lAngen v, Simpson (1824), 1 Sim. & St. 600. 

(<s) lie Coverdale, Ex parte Finch (1832), 1 Deac. & Ch. 274. Nor will 
llio court take the i)artrier8hip books and accounts out of the possesHion 
of the former managing partner to enable a receiver io make out the bills, 
if sucli partner off era lice access to them for all purposes (Davie v. John 
(1824), 13 Price, 446). 

(/) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. 0 . 39), s. 24 (6) ; TIutcheson v. 
Smith (1842), 5 1. Eq. II. 117; Thornton v. Proctor (1792), 1 Anst. 94; 
Pobifison v. Anderson (1855), 20 Beav. 98; Uolmes v. Iliggins (1822), 

1 B. & C. 74 (where a partner did work as a surveyor) ; compare Whittle 
v. M*Farlane (1830), 1 Knapp, 311, P. 0. (where remuneration for collection 
of book debts due to a preceding partnership was not allowed). 

(a) Barrett v. Hartley (1866), 14 W. R. 684. 

(h) Aireu v. Borham (1861), 29 Beav. 620; compare Webster v. Bray 
(1849), 7 II are, 159, where inequality of labour was contemplated from the 
beginning. 

(0 Brown v. De Tastet (1821), Jac. 284 ; Be Aldridget Aldridge v. Aldridge, 
[1894] 2 Ch. 97. 

(A;) Burden v. Burden (1813), 1 Ves. & B. 170 ; Stocken v. Dawson (1843), 
6 Beav. 371. 

(l) Tibbits V. Phillips (1853), 10 Hare, 355; see Harris v. Sleep, [1897] 

2 Ch. 80, (\ A., where a partner, who was appointed receiver and manager 
on dissolution, was, in his accounts, allowed premiums paid to a guarantee 
society as his surety, as well as remuneration for services which were 
outside the scope of his duties as receiver and manager, although he 
undertook to act without salary. 

(m) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet, c. 39), s. 24 (7). This is a 
fundamental principle of the law of partnership ; see note to Crawshay v. 
AfauZa(1818), 1 Swan, 496, at pp. 509 et seq, ; comvskre Lovegrove v. Nelson 
(1834), 3 My. & K. 1, 20, 

(n) For a form, see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. IX., 
p. 680. 
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new partner without consent amounts only to an assignment of a 
share in the partnership (o). It may create a sub-partnership 
between the newcomer and his introducer, but does not confer upon 
the newcomer the rights of a partner as against the original firm (a). 


Sect 3. 

Admission 
of Other 
Partners* 


98 . Frequently it is provided that a partner may nominate 
one or more persons to succeed to his share of the business at liis 
death or retirement. Upon the exercise of such power the firm 
comes under an obligation to admit the nominee as a partner (/>), 
but cannot compel him to become a partner (c). Even if one 
partner has covenanted with another that his nominee shall become 
a partner with the latter, the court will not specifically enforce the 
covenant against the nominee, and, if no provision has been made 
for the event of his refusal to become a partner, the partnership 
will be declared dissolved, but without prejudice to any right of 
action which the covenantee may have against tlie covenantor or 
his estate for breach of the covenant (d). 

A person who has an option to enter a partnership must comply 
modo et forimt with the conditions of it(c). He must make his 
election within the time fixed ( /) : if no time is fixed the option 
is lost unless it is exercised within a reasonable time (//). Before 
making his election he is entitled to have a reasonable time for 
inspecting the affairs of the partnership, but not to have the 
accounts formally taken [h), A nominee, who has an option to 
enter a partnership contingent upon his attaining twenty-oiui, 
cannot prevent the dissolution of the partnership before that time 
by the mutual consent of the partners (/). Though the effect of the 
agreement between the partners may bo to create a trust of the 
share in favour of the nominee (A), it is not an immediate trust, but 
one to arise at a future time, at any rate when the nominee’s right 
is contingent, and will attach only upon the then existing assets (/), 


Power to 
nominate a 
partner. 


Con(litioTi‘» of 
entry must 
Ihj eomplieiJ 
with. 


(o) Bray v. Fromont (1821), Madd. & G. 5. 

(a) The rights of an assignee are dealt with elsewhere ; see p. 57, post ; 
see also p. Ill, post. As to the term of a sub-partnership, sec* p. 23, ante, 

(0) Byrne v. Keid, supra. With regard to the remedies of a rejected 
nominee, see McNeill v. Beid (1832), 9 Bing. 68 ; Byrne v. Beid, [1902J 2 
Ch. 735, 0. A. For forms of nomination of new partners, compare 
Kncyclopsedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. IX., pp. 586, 606. 

(c) Madgwick v. Wimble (1843), 6 Bcav. 495. 

(d) Downs V. Collins (1848), 6 Hare, 418; Lancaster v. Allsup (1887), 
67 L. T. 53 ; See also Kershaw v. Matthews (1826), 2 Kuss. 62. 

(e) See Brooke v. Qarrod (1857), 3 K. & J. 608 ; Watney v. Trist (1876), 
45 L. J. (CH.) 412. 

(j) Holland r. King (1848), 6 C. B. 727 ; and, during that period, sur- 
viving partners must not do any act prejudicial to the value of the business, 
which, in the event of the option being declined, is directed to be sold 
(Evans v. Hughes (1854), 18 Jur. 691 (changing the firm-style) ). 

(g) Vansittart v. Osborne (1871), 20 W. R. 195. 

(a) jPigoU V. Bagley (1825), M‘Cle. & Yo. 569. 

(1) Ehrmamn v. Ehrmann (1894), 72 L. T. 17. But when a person 
assigns bis business to three persons as partners, on the terms that there 
shaU be reserved a share of the profits for his nominee, who is to have the 
option of being admitted a partner on attaining twenty-one, the partnership 
cannot be prematurely dissolved without the consent of such person 
(AUhusen v. Borries (1867), 16 W. R. 739). 

(k) Page v. Cox (1862), 10 Hare, 163. 

(Ij Ehrmann v. Ehrmann (1894), 72 L. T. 17 (where the observations ia 
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A pow6ir to introduce two sons as pupils or clerks, with the option 
of becoming partners, does not extend to the introduction of a third 
son as pupil or clerk to succeed a son who has died without 
becoming a partner (m). Executors having a duty to nominate 
certain persons as partners, with power to exclude one of them, 
have the right to exclude him if they, without fraud, unite in 
doing so(n). 

An incoming partner is subject to the terms of the partnership, 
except as varied by express agreement (o), though he may not be 
bound by a special term of which he had no notice (o). 

Sect. 4. — Partnership Property and Property of Separate Partners, 

99. Partnership property may only be used for partnership 
purposes, and in accordance with the partnership agreement (p), 

100. Partnership property includes all property, rights and 
interests originally brought into the partnership stock, or subse- 
quently acquired, by purchase or otherwise ((/), for, and substantially 
involved in, the purposes of the business (7). 

'rhe mere fact that the business is conducted on property 
belonging to one partner does not necessarily make the property 
involved in the partnership dealings so as to become partnership 
property (s). On the other hand, if the property has been purchased 
out of partnership assets and held as part of the partnership stock, 
it is immaterial that it has not been actually used for carrying on 
the partnership business upon it or by means of it {a). Thus, where 
the transaction is in substance the purchase of a mixed property, 
for example, a farm and the stock as a going concern (6), or a nursery- 
ground and the business carried on upon it(c), the property so 
acquired is partnership property. 

Be Flavell, Murray v. Flavell (1883), 25 Ch. D. 89, C. A., of Cotton, L.J., 
at p. 102, are questioned). 

(m) Watney v. Trial (1876), 45 L. J. (cii.) 412 (where there was a 
provision restricting the employment of clerks and servants); and see 
note (p), p. 49, ante, 

(n) Wninwright v. Waterman (1791), 1 Ves. 311. 

(<?) Auaten v. Boya (1857), 24 Beav. 598, 606. 

(р) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 20(1). As to the 
devolution of partnership property, see p. 55, post. 

{(f) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), a. 20(1); and see 
Waierer v. Waterer (1873), L. R. 15 Eq. 402. Proi)erty given to some 
only of the partners to replace lost partnership property is not includeil 
(Campbell v. Mullett (1819), 2 Swan. 651). 

(r) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 20 (1). 

(a) Davis v. Davia, [1894] 1 Ch. 393, 401. Where the property upon 
which the business is carried on is, and is declared by the partnersln'p 
agreement to be, the property of one partner, and the agreement contains 
no provision as to the tenancy of the partnership, but only a general 
direction that “ all rent ** is to be paid out of yearly profits, the court 
infers that the partnership was intended to hold the property on a tenancy 
during the continuance of the pai'tnership, and not on a tenancy from 
year to year or at will (Poeoek v. Carter^ [1912J 1 Ch. 663); and see 
note (I), p. 85, post 

(а) Muriagh v. Coatello (1881), 7 L. R. Ir. 428. “ If the property pur- 

chased is substantially involved in the partnership business, it is to be held 
as purchased for partnership purposes *’ (ifttd., at p. 436). 

(б) Davies v. Games (1879), 12 Ch. D. 813. 

(с) WaUrer v. M^aterer, supra. 
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Property bought with money belonging to the partnership is 
partnership property unless a contrary intention appears (rf). Such 
intention may appear from the circumstances in which property is 
purchased (e). 

101 . Persons may be partners in profits made by the use of land 
of which they are co-owners, though the land itself or their interest 
therein is not partnership property (/). Other land purchased out 
of such profits, to be used in like manner, does not become partner- 
ship property in the absence of agreement, but is held by the partners 
as co-owners for the same estate or interest as the original land (p). 

102. Partners are not precluded from effectually transferring 
partnership property to one or more of themselves, and such transfer 
is valid not only as between the partners themselves, but as 
against the partnership creditors (h). But good faith is essential 
to the transfer (i), and it must have been completed : if the agree- 
ment remains executory the property remains joint (/c). 


(d) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 30), s. 21 ; Tibhita v. Phillips 
(1853), 10 Hare, 355 ; Uelmore v. Smith (1) (1887), 35 Ch. 1>. 436, A. ; 
Wray v. Wray, [1905] 2 Ch. 349. It is iminateiial that the piircliaHc is 
made in the name of one partner only, if it is clear that he is not to liold 
it for himself alone {Morris v. Barrett (1829), 3 Y. & J. 384), 

(e) It cannot bo laid down as a universal rule that when lands are bought 
by partneis in trade, and are paid for out of the i)artnorship assets, they, of 
necessity, become part of the joint estate of the partners {Re Laurence, Kx 
parte M'Kenna, Bank of England Case (1861), 3 De G. F. & J. 645, (\ A., 
per Turner, L. J., at p. 659). But when the property is not only paid for 
with partnership money, but also bought for partnership purposes, the 
presumption that it is partnership property becomes practically conclusive 
{ibid. ; and see Smith v. Smith (1890), 5 Ves. 189). 

(/) See dicta in Crawshay v. MavXe (1818), 1 Swan. 495, per Loid 
Eldon, L.C., at pp. 518, 523 ; see also p 6, ante. 

{g) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 20 (3) ; Steward v. 
Blakeway (1869), 4 Ch. App. 603, aflirming S. C. (1868) L. K. 6 Eq. 479 ; 
Davies v. Games (1879), 12 Ch. D, 813. “ It is not the law that partners in 

business who are owners of the property by means of which the business is 
carried on are necessarily partners as regards that property ” {Davis v. 
Davis, [1894] 1 Ch 393, per rJoRTH, J., at p. 401). But in Morris v. Barrett 
(1829), 3 Y. & J. 384, though the original land was not partnership property, 
land afterwards bought and paid for out of profits was, in the circumstances, 
held to be partnership property. If co-owners of business property agr(*o 
that such property shall be partnership assets, and the trade is carried on 
there, the mortgagee of the interest of one of the partners is put upon 
inquiry with regard to the agreement between them wlien he is awaie that 
the property is used for partnership purposes {Cavander v. Balicel (1873), 
9 Ch. App. 79, where the mortgagee was postponed to the lien of the other 
partner for the excess share of debts discharged by the latter, though 
incurred after the date of the mortgage). 

(4) BoUon V. Puller (1796), 1 Bos. & P. 539; Ex parte Euffm (1801), 6 
Ves. 119; and see, further, title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., 
p. 220; Be Henderson and Morley, Ex parte Freeman (1819), Buck, 471. 
As to the effect of the assignment of a lease, see title Landlord and 
Tenant, Vol. XVIII., p. 577. 

(t) See Be Lightoller, Ex parte Peake (1816), 1 Madd. 346 ; Be Walker, 
Ex parte Walker (1862), 4 De G. F. & J. 509, C. A. ; compare Be Edwards- 
"Wood, Ex parte Mayou (1865), 4 De G. J. & Sm. 664 ; title Bankruptcy 
and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 220. See also title Ciuminal Law and 
Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 635. 

{k) E.g., if payment is to be guaranteed by a surety and he refuses to 
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Similarly, if the personal representatives of a partner sell his 
share, to the surviving partner or partners, relying simply on a 
covenant of indemnity against the partnership debts , or if, on the 
true construction of the partnership articles, they lose their right 
against the surviving partner or partners to have the partnership 
assets applied to the payment of the partnership liabilities, the 
joint property becomes the separate property of the surviving 
partner or partners (/). 

Conversely, the separate property of one partner may be converted 
into the joint property of the firm (m) ; but the mere fact that the 
profits of the partnership are made by means of the separate 
property of one partner does not convert that property into joint 
proi^erty (n). If the owner of a business holds out to the world, as a 
partner, a person who has in fact no interest in such business, and 


join in the transfer {Re Mnllam^ Ex parte Wheeler (1817), Buck, 25) ; in 
such circumstances notice of the retirement in the Gazette and in circulars 
to customers do not suffice to complete the transfer {ibid.) ; see also Re 
Johnston and Danston, Ex parts Oooper (1840), 1 Mont. D. & De G. 358 ; Re 
Kempfner (1869), L. K. 8 Eq. 286; Re Head, Ex parte Kemp (1893), 10 
Morr. 76; Re Wright, Ex parte Wood (1879), 10 Ch. D. 554, C. A. 

(1) Re Simpson ( 1 874), 9 Ch. App. 572. On the other hand, if the articles 
are merely intended to vest the partnership assets in the surviving partner 
subject to payment of the partnership debts, the assets which were joint 
assets at the death remain joint assets, available to the joint creditors 
{Re White, Ex parte Morley (1873), 8 Ch. App. 1026; followed in Re White, 
Ex parte Dear (1876), 1 Ch. D. 514, C. A.; and Re Mellor, Ex parte 
Manchester Rank (1879), 12 Ch. D. 917 ; affirmed sub nom. Re Mellor, Ex 
parte Butcher (1880) 13 Ch. D. 465, C. A.), and the executors having 
paid, or become liable for, the partnership debts are entitled to be 
indemnified out of such assets {Re Daniel, Ex parte Powell (1896), 75 L. T. 
143) ; compare Re Head, Ex parte Kemv, supra. In these cases there is no 
question of “ order and disposition,*’ they depend on the nature of the 
agreement between the parties ; see Re Mellor, Ex parte Butcher, supra. 

(wi) Re Bowers, Ex parte Owen (1851), 4 De G. & Sm. 351 (where one 
partner “B** was separate owner of stock-in-trade and furniture, and it 
was inferred and hold by the court that the stock -iu-trade had become 
joint property, subjc'et to an account in which the firm would bo debited 
in favour of “ B ” with the value of articles which belonged to him or for 
which ho had paid. A different inference was drawn as to the furniture 
which was held to have remained the separate property of “ B ’*) ; dis- 
tinguish Re Fear, Ex parte Hare (1835), 2 Mont. & A. 478 (where the 
furuiture had been treated by the partners as joint property). For the 
urinciple of these cases, see Re Ashley, Ex parte M urton {IS40), 1 Mont. D. & 
De G . 252, per Sir G eorge Rose, at p. 261. Where the owner of a mill and its 
machinery admitted two partners, and the value of the property was entered 
in the partnership books as the amount of his capital, and all additions and 
improvements during the partnership were made at the expense of the 
firm, the property was held to have become joint property {Robinson v. 
Ashton, Ashton v. (1875), L. R. 20 Eq. 25; compare Pilling y. 

Pilling {ISQCi), 3 De G. J. & Sm. 162; and Hills v. Parker {I S6l), 7 Jur. 
(N s.) 833). So, if a patent belonging solely to one partner is ** dedicated 
to the purposes of tne partnership,’^ it becomes joint property {Kenny's 
Patent Button- Holeing Co, v. Somervell and Lutwyche (1878), 38 L. T. 878). 

(n) Burdon v. Barms (1862), 4 De G. F. &; J. 42, C. A., distinguishing 
Jackson v. Jackson (1804), 9 Ves. 591 ; Fromont v. Coupland (1824), 2 
Bing. 170; Smith v Watson (1824), 2 B. & C. 401; and see Poeock y. 
Carter, [ 1912] 1 Ch. 663. With regard to a sleeping partner, see Re Starkey^ 
Ex parte Chuck (1831), Mont. 364, 373 ; Re Starkey, Ex paHe Jennings 
(1830), Mont. 45. 



Part V. — Belatioks of Partners Inter sk. 


56 


E its him to act as such, and the two are jointly adjudicated 
rnpts, the owner is estopped from saying that the assets of the 
husinesB are not joint property (o); but where the holding out is 
only to a very few creditors, and there is no holding out to the 
world, it may be that there is no partnership and consequently no 
joint property (p). 

103. Partnership property cannot be taken in execution for a 
separate judgment against one partner (q). 
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Sect. 5. — Shares in Partnershijys, 

Sub -Sect. 1. — Nature of Shares, 

104. The share of a partner is his proportion of the joint assets Partner’s 
after their realisation and conversion into money and after payment «h»re is m nci 
and discharge of the joint debts and liabilities (a). Such share 
includes sums advanced by either partner beyond his due propor- 
tion (6), and, therefore, separate creditors of a partner cannot be paid 
out of partnership assets until the claims of the other partners upon 
the partnership are satisfied (c). A share of partnership assets 
bequeathed to a surviving partner is not thereby relieved from its 
liability for the joint debts (d), and, as a surviving partner must pay 
the firm’s debts out of the assets, he may consequently give security 
for such a debt upon partnership property (e). 

106. Equity recognises no right of survivorship as regards part nors are 
partnership property : at law the same doctrine applies, but is tcmmiH in 
subject to exceptions (/). So far as the right of survivorship in 

(o) Re Rowland and Crankshaw (1866), 1 Ch. App. 421 ; Re PuUford, 

Ex parte Uayman (1878), 8 Ch. D. 11, 0. A. 

(p) Re Wrxghit Ex parte Sheen (1877), 6 Cli. D. 235, C. A. ; compare 
Re Jteay, Ex parte Arhouin^ Ex parte Gonne (1846), De G. 339. As to 
“holding out,** see p. 13, ante. 

(q) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet, c, 39), s. 23 (1). But a charging 
order may be made ou the interest of a partner, subject to the right of tho 
other partners to redeem the interest charged {ibid., s. 23 (2), (3) ; see p. 69, 
post). With regard to a charging order to give effect to such a judgment, 
see p. 69, post, and title Execution, Vol. XIV., p. 11. 

(a) Oarbett v. Veale (1843), 5 Q. B. 408; and see Marshall v. Mndure 
( 1 886), 10 App. Cas. 325, 334, P. C. Joint debts are payable primarily out 
of joint assets if sufficient, even though secured by a charge on tho separate 
property of one partner {Re Ritson, Ritson v. Ritson, [1898] 1 (3i. 667 ; 
affirmed [1899] 1 Ch. 128, C. A.), although one of the persons entitled to 
share in the assets — e.g., an infant partner — may not be personally liable 
for the joint debts {Lovell and Christmas v. Beauchamp^ [1894] A. C. 607) ; 
and see titles Execution, Vol. XIV., p. 10, note(^); Executors and 
Administrators, Vol. XIV., p. 289; Infants and Children, Vol. XVI 1., 
p. 53. 

{b) West v. Skip (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 239 ; Partnerslup Act, 1890 (53 & 54 
Viet. 0 . 39), 8. 39. On this point see p. 103, post ; and as to a partner’s 
right to an indemnity and lien, see pp. 60, 61, post. 

(c) Croft V, Pike (1733), 3 P. Wms. 180; Uoldemess v. Shackels (1828), 

8 B. & C. 612 ; West v. Skip, supra. 

{d) Farquhar v. Hadden (1871), 7 Ch. App. 1. 

(e) Re Clough, Bradford Commercial Banking Co. v. Cure (1885), 31 
Ch. D. 324; Be Bourne, Bourne v. Bourne, [1906] 2 Ch. 427, 434, C. A.; 
and see p. 98, post. 

{)) Jus accrescendi inter mercatores locum non hnhet. But Keilhf 
V. Walsh (1848), 11 1. Eq. R. 22. In Buckley v. Barber (1851), « 

Excii. 104, it was held that the interest of a deceased partner in tho flrni’i 
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partnership property exists, it applies only to the legal title and not 
to the beneficial interest (g). The estate of a deceased partner is 
entitled — not specifically, but in value — to a share of the articles 
used for the purposes of the business (//), and, on his death, the 
value of his share is regarded as the price to be paid by the continu- 
ing firm (t). 

106 . Land which is partnership property is deemed to be converted 
into personal estate as between the partners (including the repre- 
sentatives of a deceased partner) and also as between the heirs of a 
deceased partner and his personal representatives (fc), unless a 
contrary intention is expressed (f). It may be deemed to be recon- 
verted in some circumstances, for example, after termination of the 
])artncrship (m). 


chattels did not devolve upon the surviving partners ; but this case has 
been disapproved of and is of doubtful authority; and see, further, 
titles Descent and Distbibution, Vol. XL, pp. 6, 7 ; Executors and 
Administrators, Vol. XIV., pp. 221, 222. 

(f/) So the undivided property of a deceased or retiring partner must not 
be continued in the business without an express or implied agreement 
((Wawshaij v. VollinH (1808), 16 Ves. 218). A surviving partner is a trustee 
only as regards the shares of his deceased partners, notwithstanding a 
conveyance to the partners “ and their heirs for ever.’* 

(A) Stunrt v. Bute (Marquift) (1813), 11 Ves. 657, 666 ; Bligh v. Brent 
(1837), 2 Y. .V C. (EX.) 268 ; AshwoHh v. 3funn (1880), 15 Ch. D. 363, 369. 
(i) Ewing v. Ewing (1882), 8 App. Cas. 822. 

(A) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 22 ; see Be Wilson, 
Wilhon V. Hollowaf/, (1893| 2 Ch. 340. The rule is based on the following 
cases: — Lalce v. Gibson (1729), 1 Eq. Cas. Abr. 290; Murtagh v. Costello 
(1881), 7 L. R. Tr. 428; Gordon v. 8eott (1858), 12 Moo. P. C. C. 1 ; Morris 
V. Keanley (1837), 2 Y. & C. (ex.) 139 ; Be Cooper, Cooper v. Oooper ( 1878), 
20 W. R. 785 ; Crawshay v. MauU (1818), 1 Swan. 495 ; Phillips v. Phillips 
(1832), 1 My. Ar K. 649; Bolroyd v. Uolroyd (1859), 28 L. J. (CH.) 902; 
Jeffereys y. ^mall (1084), 1 Vern. 217 ; Lalce v. Craddock (1732), 3 P. Wms. 
158 ; Elliot v. Brown (1791), 3 Swan. 489, n. ; Houghton v. Houghton 
(1841), 11 Sim. 491 : Essex v. Essex (1855), 20 Beav. 442 (where the 
partnership was continued beyond the agreed term) ; Bipleyv. Waterworth 
(1802), 7 Ves. 426 ; Baxter v. Brown (1846), 7 Man. & G. 198 ; Darby v. 
Darby (1856), 3 Drew. 495 ; and see titles Descent and Distribution, 
Vol. Al., p. 7 ; Equity, Vol. XIII., p. 39. This rule was well settled not- 
withstanding some decisions which appear either to conflict with the 
current of authority or to have been based on special circumstances 
(Bandall v. Bandall (1835), 7 Sim. 271; Thornton v. Dixon (1791), 3 
Bro. C. C. 199; Bell v. Phyn (1802), 7 Ves. 453; Cookson v. Cookson 
(1837), 8 Sim. 529). Where land belonging to an incorporated voluntary 
society was taken for public purposes the proceeds were held to belong to 
the persons who were members of the society at the time of sale {Brown v. 
Dale (1878), 9 Ch. D. 78). It was formerly neld that real estate, although 
partnership property, if not purchased out of partnership funds for part- 
nership purposes, was not to be deemed converted unfess required for 
the purposes of paying debts after the expiration of the partnership ; 
see Cookson v. Cookson, supra. It may be doubted whether this decision 
would have been the same after the Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet, 
c. 39), s. 22. The proceeds of sale of such land were held to be real estate 
within stat. (1736) 9 Geo. 2, c. 36, repealed by the Mortmain and 
(.'haritable Uses Act, 1888 (61 & 52 Viet. o. 42). As to the liability of 

E artnership land to death duty, see title Estate and Other Death 
►UTIES, Vol. XIII., p. 308; Ashworth v. Munn, supra. 

(1) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 22 ; Balmain v. Shore 
(1804), 9 Ves. 500. 

(m) Myers v. Myers (1889), 61 L. T. 757 ; Bowley v. Adams (1844). 
7 Beav. 648. 
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107. Partners may convert their joint property into the separate 
property of one or more of their number (n). A partner may have 
the right to work a patent, although he may not be entitled to a 
share in the patent itself (o). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Amount of Shares, 

108. Subject to any agreement, express or implied, the rule is 
that partners share equally in capital and prolits and contribute 
equally towards losses, whether of capital or otherwise (p). The rule 
of equality may be negatived by the terms of the contract (q) or by 
the course of dealing (a). 


Sub-Sect. 3. — Dealings hy a Partner with his Share. 

109. A partner may assign his share to a third person, abso- 
lutely or by way of security, but cannot make the assignetj a 
partner ([>). Recognition by the other partners may, howi‘ver, 
confer the rights of a partner on an assignee (c), and a partnership 
may be so constituted that the assignment of a share i)Iaees the 
assignee in the position of the transferor (d). A partiuu- who has 
an unconditional right to transfer his share is relieved from liability 
by an actual assignment, of which notice is given to the other 
partners, although the assignee may be insolvent (fO. 

The assignee or mortgagee of a share takes subject to the riglils 
of the other partners, and is affected by equities arising betw^eiui 
the assignor and his partners after tlie date of the assignment {/). 
An assignee of a share is entitled to the share of prolits found 


{n) Bolton v. Puller (1796), 1 Bos. & P. 639 ; see p. 63, ante. 

(o) Kenny's Patent Button -Uoleinq (Jo. v. Somervell and Lutwyche (1878), 
38 L. T. 878. 

(p) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 24 (1) ; Peacncl v. 
Peacock (1809), 16 Ves. 49 ; Robinson v. Anderson (1856), 7 l)e G. M. A, (i. 
239, C. A., affirming S. C., 20 Beav. 98 (where separate solicitors acl<*(l 
for the same clients, and were jointly interested in the ])rofit8). Robinson 
v. Anderson^ supra, shows that the rule is the same both in general part- 
nerships and in partnerships li nited to a particular business or adventure ; 
see Farrar v. Beswick (1836), 1 Mood. & R. 627. 

iq) Robley v. Brooke (1833), 7 Bli. (n. s.) 90, H. L. ; Warner v. Smith 
(1863),1 De G. J. & Sm. 337, C. A. 

(a) Stewqrt v. Forbes (1849), 1 Mac. & G. 137. 

(b) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 31 (1); Bray v, 
Fromont (1821), Madd. & G. 6. 

(c) Jefferys v. Smith (1826), 3 Russ. 168. 

(d) Mayhew's Case (1854), 6 De G. M. & G. 837, C. A. ; Fox v. Clifton 

(1832), 9 Bing. 116 ; Pinkett v. Wright 2 Hare, 120. As to the ease 

of a limited partnership, see p. Ill, post. 

(e) Jefferys v. Smith, supra. 

(/) Cavander v. Bulteel (1873), 9 Ch. App. 79; Smith v. Parkes (1852), 
16 Beav. 116 ; Kellyv. Hutton ^668), 3 Ch. App. 703 ; Dodson v. Downey, 
[1901] 2 Ch. 620. The right of an equitable mortgagee of partnership 
property is not varied by a subsequent dissolution ot partnership between 
the mortgagors and the bankruptcy of the continuing partner, although 
there has been a substitution ot a separate collateral security for a joint 
collateral security given before the dissolution (Re Draper, Ex parte Booth 
(1832), 1 L. J. (BCY.) 81); see also title Morigage, Vol. XXL, p. 90. 


Sect. 5. 
Shares in 
Partner- 
ships. 

Conversion 
into separate 
property. 

Primd Jo vie, 
shares of 
partners are 
e(jual. 


Effect of 
assijrn merit 
of a paiti'cr' 
share. 


liiability of 
assignoi. 


Kiglits and 
liiihilitics of 
assignee. 



5d 


Partnership. 


SfiCT. s. due to his assignor and must accept the accounts agreed by the 

Shares in partners (/t). A purchaser of a share must indemnify his vendor 

Partner- against the partnership liabilities (/<), and he cannot call for accounts 

ghips . jioj. inspect books while the business is a going concern (i); nor 

interfere in the management or administration of the business ( fc). 
But an assignee or mortgagee is entitled, on dissolution, to call for 
an account from the dissolution (Z), and is not affected by any agree- 
ment or dealing between the partners with regard to the assigned 
share, subsequent to and with notice of the assignment (?/i) ; and 
a mortgagee of shares in a mining partnership is entitled to 
foreclosure {n). 


Right of pro- no. A continuing partner’s right of pre-emption, under the 
emptiou. partnership contract, is recognised by the court as a right of great 
value and importance, and is enforceable, in proper cases, by 
injunction or specific performance (o). Such a right may lapse if 
not exercised with due diligence on notice (p). 


AHsignmcnt 
of share to 
a partner. 


111. An assignment of his interest by one partner to another, 
where there are only two partners, operates as a dissolution (q), 
but where there are more than two the point is doubtful (;*). 
Known insolvency of the concern does not vitiate the sale 
of his share by one partner to the other if no fraud is 
intended (/#). 

One of several partners may purchase the share of another for 
his own benefit, and not for the benefit of the firm (a). A purchase. 


(g) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 31 (1) ; Glyn v. Hood 
(1859), 1 Giff. 328 ; Gavander v. Bulieel (1873), 9 Ch. App. 79. 

(h) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 31 (1) ; Bergmann v. 
Macmillan (1881), 17 Ch. D. 423. 

(t) Dodson V. Downey f [1901] 2 Ch. 620; see Mills v. United Counties 
Bank, Lid., [1912] 1 Ch. 231, C. A. 

{k) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 31 (1). A bond fide 
agreement for payment of salaries to partners has been held to be binding 
on assignees, as part of “ management and administration ** (Be Garwood's 
Trusts, Garwood v. Faynter, [1903] 1 Ch. 236). 

(l) Watts V. Driscoll, [190i] 1 Ch. 294, C. A. ; but if there has been no 
dissolution the account will be taken from the date of issue of the writ in 
an action by the mortgagee to realise his security ; see Whetham v. Davey 
(1885), 30 Ch. D. 674. 

(m) Watts v. Driscoll, supra; see Be Garwood's Trusts, Garwood v. 
Faynter, supra, 

(n) Bedmayne v. Forster (1866), L. R. 2 Eg. 467. 

(o) Homfray v. Fothergill (1866), L. R. 1 Eq. 667 ; and see StewaH v. 
StuaH (1823), 1 L. J. (o. s.) (ch.) 61. 

(p) Bowlands v, Evans, WiUiams v. Bowlands (1861), 30 Beav. 302 ; so 
also if the offer cannot be made as provided by the articles (Chappie v. 
CadeU (1822), Jac. 637). 

(q) Heath v. Samson (1832), 4 B. & Ad. 172. 

(r) Having regard to the Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet, c. 39), 
e. 31 ; see Emanuelx. Symon, [1907] 1 K. B. 236 ; Sturgeon Brothers v. Salmon 
(1906), 22 T. L. R. 684. If it be the comet view that such anvossi^ment 
does not operate as, or give an absolute right to, dissolution, it u at ^1 
events a circumstance which the couirt may consider in determining the 
question. 

(«) Be LightoUer, Ex parte Peake (1816), 1 Madd. 346. 

(a) Cassels v. Stewart (1881), 6 App. Cas. 64, 



Part V.— Relations of Partners Inter se. 


69 


by solvent partners, of a share of a partner under an execution will 
be set aside if there is any unfairness in their conduct in respect 
of the sale (b). 


Sub-Sect. 4 . — Charging Orden, 

112 . Execution cannot be levied against partnership property 
for the separate debt of a partner (c), but the court may make an 
order charging the share of a partner who is a judgment debtor (f/). 

The effect of a charging order is the same as if the partner had 
executed or signed a document charging his share with the debt (r). 
Such an order is valid although the indebted partner may be a 
lunatic (/), but if he is a bankrupt it does not take priority over 
the title of his trustee {g). 

113 . When a charging order is made, tlie court may appoint, 
by the same or a subsequent order, a receiver (//) of the partner’s 
share of profits and of any other money coming to him from the 
partnership (i). It may also direct such accounts and inquiries 
and give such orders and directions as it might have done if the 
partner had given a charge, or as the case may require (A) ; but this 
will only be done in special circumstances (/). 

114 . The partners of a member of a firm whose interest has 
been charged may redeem it {m\ or, if the court directs the sale 


(h) T evens v. Johnson, Johnson v. Perens (1857), 3 Sm. & G. 410. 

{e) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 23 (1). As to the 
practice before this Act, see Eddie v. Davidson (1781), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 050; 
Ilelmore v. Smith (1) (1887), 35 Oh. D. 436, G. A. ; Brown, Jnnson c9 Co. 
V. Hutchinson Co., [1895J 1 Q. B. 737, C. A. ; [1895] 2 Q. B. 126, C. A. ; 
and see title Execution, Vol. XIV., p. 11. 

(d) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 23 (2) ; see K. S. C., 
Ord. 46, rr. 1, lA, iB ; Irish R. S. C., Ord. 46, r. 23; and County (^)nrt 
Rules, 1903, Ord. 25, rr. 12, 13 ; and see titles County (Courts, Vol. VIII., 
p. 556; Execution, Vol. XIV., p. 11. This provision extended the 
operation of the law relating to cliarging orders contained in the Judg- 
ments Acts, 1838 (I Sc 2 Viet. c. 110) and 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 82) ; see 
Sutton V. English and Colonial Produce Co., fl902J 2 Ch. 502 (shares held 
“ in own right ” for purposes of qualification or for charging order) ; 
Howard v. Sadler, [1893] 1 Q. B. 1 ; (HU v. Continental Oas Co. (1872), 
L. R. 7 Exch. 332 ; Cooper v. Griffin, [1892] 1 Q. B. 740, C. A. ; Re Owen, 
[1894] 3 Ch. 220. 

(e) Brown, Janson dt Co. v. Hutchinson & Co., [1895] 2 Q. B. 126, 131, 
C. A. ; see Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), ss. 23 (2), 31 (1) ; 
and see titles Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 273 ; Execution, 
Vol. XIV., pp. 107, 108. 

(JT) Re Seager Hunt, [1900] 2 Ch. 54, n., C. A. 

ig) Wild V. Southwood, [1897] 1 Q. B. 317. 

(A) See titles Execution, Vol. XIV., pp. 11, 118 scq. ; Receivers. 

(t) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 23 (2). Ah to the effiM'f, 
of the appointment of a receiver, see Brown, Jtmson d: Co, v. Hutchinson 
db Co., [1895] 1 Q. B. 737, 740, C. A. 

(A) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 23(2). As to the 
rights of a chargee, see iUd., s. 31 ; p. 58, ante. 

(0 Brown, Janson db Co, v. Hutchinson db Co., [1895] 2 Q. B. 126, ( . A. 
An account will not as a rule be ordered during the continuance of the 
partnership {ibid.), 

(m) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 6i Viet. c. 30), s. 23 (3). 
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Sect. 5 . 
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of a share, they may purchase it (w), or they may dissolre the 
partnership (o). 

Sect. 6. — Right to Indemnity. 

116. Subject to any express or implied agreement, each partner 
is entitled to be indemnified by his firm out of its assets, or by way 
of contribution by his partners, in respect of payments made and 
personal liabilities incurred by him in the ordinary and proper conduct 
of the partnership business, or in or about anything necessarily 
done for the preservation of the firm’s business or property (p). 
The right extends to expenditure for partnership purposes made 
with the express or implied consent of the other partners (q ) ; 
and it is immaterial that the expenditure proves to be use- 
less or unprofitable if it has been approved of or ratified by 
the firm (r). 

Payments or advances made by a partner for partnership purposes 
beyond Ihe capital he has agreed to subscribe carry interest at 5 
l)er cent, per annum from the date of payment or advance («). 

116. This right of indemnity does not extend to joint transac- 
tions where no partnership subsists {t). Nor does it extend to sums 


(w) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 23 (3); see Perene 
V. JohnftoVf Jolineon v. Perem (1857), 3 Sm. & G. 419. 

(o) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 33 (2). 

(p) Ihid.t s 24 (2); Wright v. Hunter { ISO!) , 6 Ves. 792 ; Bobinson'a 
Executor^ 8 Case (1850), 6 De G. M. & G. 672, C. A. ; McOwen v. Hunter 
(1838), 1 Dr. & Wal. 347 ; EvnmY. Yeotherd (1824), 2 Bing. 133 ; Browne 
V. Gibhins (1726), 5 Bro. Pari. Cas. 491 ; Prole v. Maaterman (1866), 21 
Beav. 01 ; 1)evion v. Bodie (1813), 3 Camp. 493; Be Norwich Yam Co., 
Ex parte Bignold (1850), 22 Beav. 143. 

{(j) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 24 (2) ; Hamilton v. 

(1859), 7 W. B. 173; Gleadow v. Hull Glaaa Co. (1849), 13 Jur. 
1020; 3Iatihetv8 y. Bugqlea-Briac, [1911] 1 Ch. 194 (where the estate of a 
deceased partner, who had taken an onerous lease as trustee for his fnm, 
\\as lield entitled to be indemnified by his partners against money paid 
under the covenants in the lease, although such lease (with the other 
partnership assets) had been assigned to a limited company which 
covenanted to indemnify the partners, including the trustee of the 
deceased, against the partnership liabilities). 

(r) ('rang v. Ford (1842), 1 Y. & (\ Ch. Cas. 280 (where loss occurred 
through delay by one partner in selling) ; Be Court Orange Silver-lead 
Mmnig Co., Ex paite Sedgwick (1856), 2 Jur. (n. s.) 949 (where there was 
acquiescence in liabilities incurred by a managing director) ; Burden v. 
Burden (1813), 1 Ves. & B. 170 (where an allowance was made to a sur- 
viving partner for expenses of carrying on the business for himself and the 
children of the deceased partner, but not for his management or time and 
labour) ; Burdon v. Barkua (1861), 3 Giff. 412 (a case of outlay by the firm 
on property belonging exclusively to one partner) ; Pawaey v. Armatrong 
(1881), 18 Ch. D. 698, 707 ; Be Gundle Union Brewery Co., Croxton'a Case 
(1852), 5 De G. & Sm. 432 ; Be Protestant Assurance Association, Ex parte 
Letts and Steer (1857), 26 L. J. (cii.) 455. 

{a) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 24 (3) ; Spartali v. 
Constantinidi (1872), 20 W. R. 823 (where interest was allowed to two 
partners on sums advanced by them in excess of their due proportion of 
capital, such sums being treated as a debt wrongfully withhdd) ; see also 
S. C. (1872), 21 W. R. 116; title Money and Money-Lending, Vol. XXL, 
pp. 38, 42. 

(0 Sedgwick v. Danicll (1857), 2 11. & N. 319; see title Contract, 
Vol. VIL, p. 472. 
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paid by a partner for which the partnership is not liable (n), nor to sbct. s. 

losses due to his own fraud or culpable negligence in the conduct of Ri^t to 

the partnership affairs (b). On the contrary, he must compensate Indemnity, 
or indemnify the partnership against such losses (c). 

Partners are not entitled to be credited, as against the trustee 
of a bankrupt partner, with sums which he had paid as agent for 
the partnership, before he became a partner (d). The principle, 
moreover, does not extend to private loans from one partner to 
another, but is confined to partnership transactions (e). 

117. The liability of a partner to contribute for this purpose may Contmry 
be expressly limited (/), and a person, though liable as a partner agreement— 
to persons dealing with the firm, may be relieved from liability to 
contribute to partnership debts as between himself and his partners 
by the method of dealing adopted by the firm (g). 

The right of contribut on does not exist if the partnership is Where 
itself illegal (//) ; but if the partnership is not illegal, the fact that partnership 
the act for which the firm is liable is unlawful does not prevent ^^*®6*^* 
an innocent partner from obtaining contribution from the guilty 
partners (i). 

U8. The right to indemnity may be lost by laches (/r) or by Loss of right, 
agreement between the partners whereby the partnership effects 
are converted into the separate property of each (1). 

Sect. 7. — Partner's Lien. 

119. On dissolution of partnership, each partner can insist that Nature of 
the partnership property shall be applied in payment of the right, 
partnership debts and liabilities, and that the surplus assets shall 
he applied in payment of what may be due to the partners after 
deducting any sums in which they may be indebted to the firm (m). 

(a) Be Webb (1818), 2 Mooro (c. p.), 600 ; M*Ilreaih v. Margetson (1786), 

4 Doug. (K. B.) 278. Whether this rule is applicable to a debt barred by 
a Statute of Limitation does not appear to have been decided. 

(b) Thomas v. Atherton (1878), 10 Ch. D. 185, (b A. 

(c) Bury v. Allen (1845), 1 Coll. 689; BobeHson v. Southgate (1848), 

6 llare, 636. 

(d) Smith V. De Silva (1776), 2 Cowp. 469; as explained in Tlolderness 
T. Shackels (1828), 8 B. & C. 612, per Lord Tentekden, (/.J., at p. 618. 

(e) Byall v. Bolle (1749), 1 Atk. 165. “The partnership stock is no 
further subject to debts from one partner to another than is the money which 
has been applied to the partnership ** {ibid., 'per Lee, C.J., at p. 181). 

(/) Gillan v. Morrison (1847), 1 De G. & Sm. 421 ; Be Worcester Corn 
Exchange Co. (1853), 3 De G. M. & G. 180. As to the principles of con- 
tribution generally, see titles Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 471, 472; 

Guarantee, Vol. XV., pp. 626 et sea. 

(g) Geddes v. Wallace (1820), 2 Bli. 270, H. L. ; and see Dale v. Powell 
(1911), 106 L. T. 291. 

(^) See p. 17, ante. 

(i) Campbell v. Camj^bell (1840), 7 Cl. & Fin. 166, II. L. ; see also cases 
cited at p. 18, ante. There is no lien for contributed money between co- 
owners who are not partners {Kay v. Johnston (1866), 21 Beav. 536) ; Be 
Coulson's Trusts, Prichard y. CouLson (1907), 97 L. T. 754; compare Leigh 
V. Dickeson (1884), 16 Q. B. D. 60, C. A.; see Be Leslie, Leslie v. French 
(1883), 23 Ch. D. 652, 664. 

{k) West Y. Skip (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 239. 

(Z) Holroyd v. Griffiths (1866), 3 Drew. 428 ; Lingen v. Simpson (1824), 

1 Sim. & St. 600 ; see also Be iKmgmead's Trusts (1856), 20 Beav. 20. 

(m) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 9c 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 39; West v. Skip 
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Sect. 7. 120. This right is available, and may be enforced not only against 

Partner’s the partnership assets and the other partners, but also against all 
Lien. persons claiming through them in respect of their interests as 

Against partners, for example, assignees, personal representatives, trustees 

whom right in bankruptcy, or judgment creditors (n), except purchasers or 
is ayaiiabie. pledgees ot specific assets of the partnership who might reasonably 
suppose that all the partnership debts had been paid or barred by 
lapse of time, or who otherwise deal with the surviving or con- 
tinuing partner in good faith (o). During the continuance of the 
partnership the right to indemnity constitutes a lien which attaches 
to all the property of the partnership for the time being, whatever 
may be its variations and changes(jp), but after dissolution it is 
limited to the partnership property existing as such at the date 
of the dissolution, and does not extend to property added to or sub- 
stituted for the old stock by those who continue the business after 
that date (q). 

Sect. 8 . — Division of Profits and Incidence of Losses. 

Equal Bharci 121. In the absence of express or implied agreement to the con- 
uniess other- trary, partners share equally in the capital and profits (r) of the 
wise agree . presumption may be negatived either by express 

agreement or by implication (0> and such an implication may arise 
from the course of dealing by the partners (w), but the burden of 

(1749), 1 Vea. Sen. 239 ; and see, further, title Lien, Vol. XIX., pp. 18, 
19. For tlie suggested analogous rule in the case of a company, see 
title Companies, Vol. V., p. 168, note («). 

(n) West V. Skip (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 239; Cavander v. Bulteel (1873), 
9 Ch. App. 79 (mortgagee); Stocken v. Dawson (1845), 9 Beav. 239 
(executors); Iloldemess v. Shackels (1828), 8 B. & C. 612, 618; Ee 
Butterworth. Ex parte Plant (1835), 4 Deac. & Oh. 160 (trustee in bank- 
ruptcy) ; Skipp V. Harwood (1747), 2 Swan. 586 (execution creditors). 

(o) Be Langmead's Trusts (1855), 20 Beav. 20; 7 De G. M. & G. 353. “It 
is really what one may call a general lien upon the surplus assets and does 
not affect each particular property so as to interfere with the right of the 
surviving partner to deal with the separate properties belonging to the 
I)artuership for the purpose of realisation and to give a good title to per- 
sons dealing in good faith with him in respect of those properties,” and 
for this purpose “ no real distinction can bo drawn between real estate held 
for partnership purposes and personal estate ” {Be Bourne, Bourns v. 
Bourne, [1906] 2 Ch. 427, C. A., per Komer, L.J., at pp. 432, 433). 

( p) West V. Skip, supra ; Skinp v. Harwood, supra. 

(q) Payne Y. Hornby (1858), 25 Beav. 280; compare title Lien, Vol. XIX., 
pp. 19, noto(i), 32. 

(r) “There is no single definition of the word * profits’ which will fit all 
cases” (Bond v. Barrow Hwmatite Steel Co., [1902] 1 Ch. 353, per Far- 
well, J., at p. 366). The rise in value of fixed plant or real estate 
belonging to a partnership is profit {Bolnnson v. Ashton, Ashton v. Bobin- 
son (1875), L. R. 20 Eq. 2^, per Jessel, M.R., at p. 28). Upon the 
construction of particular articles profits have been held to mean profits 
actually realised (Croker v. Kreeft, Ereejt v. Croker (1865), 13 L. T. 136; 
see also Badham v. Williams (1902), 86 L. T. 191). 

(«) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 24 (1) ; see Farrar v. 
Beswick (1836), 1 Mood. & R. 627 ; Peasock v. Peacock (1809), 16 Ves. 49 ; 
Bobinson v. Anderson (1855), 7 De G. M. & G. 239, C. A. ; compare Sharpe 
V. Cummings (1844), 2 Dow. & L. 604. 

(t) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 24 (1) ; Bell v. Bamett 
(1872). 21 W. R. 119. 

(tf) Stewart y. Porbes (1849)^ 1 Mac. G. 137* 
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proof is on the partner who alleges inequality (v). Even where one Rrct. 8/ 
partner does much more work than another the rule of equality Division of 
applies, subject to a claim for allowances for his extra work(R0» Profits and 

All the partners are entitled to share in the profits made by any Incidence 
one or more of them from transactions arising out of the busi- nibses* 
ness (x) ; but the salary received by a partner in respect of an official Pro8ts of all 
position held by him is not primd facie to be treated as profits so as partnership 
to be shared by the others (a). divSe ' 

122. The right to claim a share of profits may bo lost, for Effect of 
example, by laches (6), where the interest is executory (c) ; but mere laches, 
laches does not divest a partner of an interest which is executed, 
unless it amounts to an agreement or licence (rf) or abandonment 

of his rights (c). 

123. A partner continuing the business with partnership assets Profits made 
after dissolution must account for profits (/) up to the winding up after dis- 

of the concern (cf ) ; and surviving partners who carry on the 
business must account for the profits of the share of a deceased 
partner up to the time of the liquidation of the assets (/i). 

In the absence of a contrary agreement the outgoing partner, or 
his representative if he is dead, has a statutory right to elect to 
charge the continuing partner either with the share of profits which 
the court may find to be attributable to liis share of the assets, or 
at his option, to interest at 5 per cent, per annum from the date of 


(v) Fobutson V. Anderson (18(56), 7 Be G. M. & G. 239, 0. A. 

(w) Webster v. Bray (1849), 7 Hare, 159; Bohinson v. Anderson, supra, 
{x) Hancock v. Heaton (1874), 30 L. T. 692 ; and see Bentley v. Craven 

(1853), 18 Bear. 76; Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 29 ; 
and see pp. 8, 55 , ante. 

(а) Alston v. Sims (1866), 1 Jur. (n. s.) 438 ; but it is otherwise when so 
treated by the partners themselves {Collins v. Jackson, Jackson v. Collins 
(1862), 31 Beav. 645). 

(б) Frendergast v. Turton (1841), 1 Y, & C. Ch. Cas. 98; Jones v. North 
Vancouver Land and Improvement Co., [1910j A. C. 317, 328, P. (/. ; and 
where there has been laonea the mere assertion of rights, unaccoin])aniod 
by any act to give effect to it, is not sufficient to preserve them (Clegq 
V. Edmondson (1857), 8 Be G. M. & G. 787, C. A.). Recognition may, 
however, counterbalance laches {Fenny v. Fickwick (1852), 16 Beav. 246; 
ClemenU v. HaU (1858), 2 Be G. & J. 173, C. A.). 

(c) Especiafiy where expenditure has taken place in a speculative under- 
taking {Norway v. Bowe (1812), 19 Ves. 144; M*Lure v. Bipley (1850), 

2 Mac. & G. 274). 

(d) Clarke and Chapman v. Hart (1858), 6 H. L. Cas. 633 ; Buie v. Jewell 
(1881), 18 (3h. B. 660, distinguishing Clarke and Chapman v. Hart, supra, 
and Frendergast v. Turton, supra. 

(c) Palmer v. Moore, [1900] A. C. 293, P. C. ; see Lake v. Craddock {17 ‘S2), 

3 P. Wms. 158. 

(/) Crawshay v. CoUins (1826), 2 Russ. 325; but he may have a claim 
for “ just allowances ** {ibid., at p. 347) ; see p. 100, post. 

{g) But not necessarily in the same proportions as those in which the 
shares were held {WilleU v. BUmford (1842), 1 Hare, 253 ; YaUs v. Finn 
(1880), 13 Ch. B. 839). ^ ^ 

(A) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39). ss. 29 (2), 42 ; Vyse v. 
Foster (1874), L. R. 7 H. L. 318 ; Hordern v. Hordern, [1910] A. C. 
466, P. C.; compare Crojt v. Fyke (1733), 3 P. Wms. 180 (a case of a 
bankrupt partner). 
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dissolution on the value of such share (i)* This right exists even 
where the continuing partner has, under the partnership contract, 
an option to buy the share of the other partner, unless the terms of 
such option have been complied with in all material respects. But 
where this has been done the outgoing partner or his representative 
is not entitled to any further share of profits : his rights are governed 
by the partnership contract (k). Profits left in the business are not 
necessarily regarded as capital, for example, for the purpose of 
bearing interest, unless there is an agreement to this effect, or 
unless they are treated as capital in the partnership books (Z). 

124 . The incidence of losses is, in the absence of express or 
implied a<?reement, borne equally (m). When the profits are not 
sliared equally, the losses are, in the absence of agreement, to be 
borne in the same proportions as the profits are shared (;i), although 
additional capital may be contributed by one partner (o). The 
liability of a partner to contribute to losses may be limited or 
excluded by express or implied agreement (p), and will not neces- 
sarily be extended by the fact that the loss is mainly attributable to 
liis acts {([). 

126 . The methods adopted during a partnership with regard to 
what is capital and what is income have been held, upon the con- 
struction of a deceased partner’s will, to govern the interest of a 
deceased partner during the continuance of the business by his 
trustees or executors (r). Partners for a specific undertaking 
cannot compel the executor of a deceased partner to accept a 
valuation ; he is entitled to a share of the profits found due on com- 
pletion of the undertaking (.<?). 

126 . Except as provided by statute (Z), interest between partners 
is not allowed, unless there is an express stipulation, or a par- 
ticular course of dealing between the partners as shown by the 
partnorsliip books, or a trade custom to the contrary (?/) ; but the 


(i) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 42 (1). 

(k) Ibid., 8. 42 (2). 

(Z) Dinham v. Bradford (1869), 5 Ch. App. 519, .524; compare Wood v. 
Scolea (1866), 1 Ch. App. 369; Binney v. Mutrie (ISS6), 12 App. Cas. 160, 
P. C. ; Siraker v. Wilson (1871), 6 Ch. App. 503, 610; Jbhotson v. Elam 
(1866), L. R. 1 Eq. 188; Pilaworth v. Moaae (1862), 14 I. Ch. R. 163; 
Garwood v. Garwood (1911), 105 L. T. 231. 

(m) Partnership Act. 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39). s. 24 (1). 

(n) Be Albion Life Assurance Society (1880), 15 Ch. D. 79; affirmed, 16 
Ch. D. 83. C. A. 

(o) Eowell V, Kowell (1869), L. R. 7 Eq. 638. 

ip) Geddea v. Wallace (1820), 2 Bli. 270, II. L. ; see pp. 9, 22, ante, 

iq) Cragg v. Ford (1842), 1 Y. & C. Ch. Cas. 280 ; and see the cases cited 
witfi regard to the right of a partner to indemnity, j). 60. ante. 

(r) Gow V. Forster ( 1884), 26 Ch. D. 672. For instance, the conventional 
periods of accounting should, in the absence of agreement, be observed 
{Browne v. Collins (1871). L. R. 12 Eq. 586). 

(if) McClean v. Kennard (1874), 9 Cn. App. 336. 

(i) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 24 (3) ; see p. 60, ante, 
(u) iSwAton V. 6'm«cZZ(1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 326; Hilly. King {ISOS), 3 Be G. 
J.&Sm. 4lS;Rhodesy, Rkodes (I860), 6 Jur. (n.s.) 600; Stevens v. Cook (1859), 
5 Jut. (n. s.) 1416 ; Millar v. Craig (1843), 6 Beav. 433 ; Cooke v. Benbow 
(1866), 3DeG. J. &Sm. 1, C. A. ; Boddamv. KyUy (1783), 1 Bro. C. C. 239 ; 
(1785), 2 Bro. C. C. 2; (1787) 4 Bro. Pari. Cas. 561. In this last case no 
interest was allowed to the estate of a surviving partner who had kept 
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court allows interest on the restitution of money of the firm which sect. 8. 
has been expended or withheld by a partner, and of secret profits Division of 
made by a partner in breach of good faith towards his partners (r). Profits and 

Incidence 

Sect. 9. — Accounts. of Losses. 

127. Each partner, or his legal personal representative, is Right of 

entitled to full information in relation to the partnership affairs pawners: 
and to accounts of the partnership dealings and funds from his 0) 
partners (a). If a partner on retiring has left his capital in the » 

business, reserving a right of access to the books, and liberty to 

call in his capital upon breach of provisions which are intended to 
satisfy him as to the continued solvency of the firm, his legal 
personal representative is, it seems, entitled to accounts at his 
discretion (b). 

128. Each partner is entitled to have access to and inspection of (2) to inspec- 
and to take copies of the firm’s books personally (r) or, subject to 
reasonable limitations, by his agent (d). Such partner or agent is 


the accounts so badly that a considerable interval elapsed before the 
balances could be ascertained. Even if the articles provide for the pay- 
ment of interest on capital, such interest will not be payable after the 
date of the dissolution unless so agreed (Watney v. Wells (1867), 2 Ch. 
App. 260; Barfield v. Loughborough (1872), 8 Ch. App. 1). Nor is a 
partner under such articles entitled to be credited wutn the amount of 
undivided profits as additional capital, and accordingly to receive interest 
thereon, unless they have been so treated in the partnership books or 
otherwise left in the business as capital by agreement (Dinham v. Brad- 
ford (1869), 6 Ch. App. 619). Under articles which provide for payment 
of interest on capital and also for payment of interest (instead of profits) 
on the value of the share of a deceased or retiring partner as it stands on 
the last account, the estate of a deceased partner has been hold to be 
entitled to interest on his capital, and also interest on the value of his share 
instead of profits {Browning v. Browning (1862), 31 Beav. 316). 

(v) Evans v. Coventry (1867), 8 De G. M. & G. 835, C. A. ; Ilart v. Clarke 
(1864), 6 De G. M. & G. 232, 264, C. A. ; Fawcett v. Whitehouse (1829), 1 
Buss. & M. 132 ; York and North Midland Bail. Co. v. Hudson (1853), 16 
Beav. 486, 606 ; see also Slainion v. Carron Co. (1857), 24 Beav. 346, 302. 
But where accounts have not been asked for, or only demanded at irregular 
intervals, the accounting party will not be charged with interest on balances 
retained in his hands in the absence of any wilful withholding, or falsification 
of the accounts, or other fraudulent dealing with the money ( Turner v. 
Burkinshaw (1867), 2 Ch. App. 488). 

(a) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 28 ; see Hahershon v. 
Blurton (1847), 1 De G. & Sm. 121 (where the plaintiff’s share and interest 
in the partnership were seized under a fi. fa., and sold by the sheriff to a 
person, who sold to plaintiff’s partner ; held that plaintiff was entitled 
to an account, as there might be something coming to him which was not 
seizable by the sheriff). 

(b) Be Bennett, Jones v. Bennett, [1896] 1 Ch. 778, C. A. 

(c) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), ss. 24 (9), 28 ; WaJmsley 
V. Walmsley (1846), 3 Jo. & Lat. 666 (where the books were withheld, and 
the court allowed 10 per cent, as profits) ; Taylor v. Bundell (1841), 1 
Y. & C. Ch. Cas. 128 ; Be Martindale, Ex parte Trueman (1832), 1 Deao. & 
Ch. 464 (where the assignees of a bankrupt partner obtained inspection of 
books which remained the property of both partners after dissolution, 
though a release had been executed) ; and see Be Bwmandf, Ex parte 
Baker, Sutton d Co., [1904] 2 K. B. 68, C. A. 

(d) Sevan v. Webb, [1901] 2 Ch. 69, C, A. 

HJU— XXII, ® 
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bound to abstain from mating improper use of information so 
obtained (c), and items not connected with the partnership business 
may be sealed up(/). 

The partnership books are evidence for and against any of the 
partners in the absence of proof of any fraudulent or erroneous 
omission or insertion of items (g). 

129. Where a partnership action is pending, books in daily use 
are usually ordered to be produced at the place of business, but 
production may be ordered in court where a party cannot be trusted 
with the custody of the books (h). A defendant partner may obtain 
production and inspection of the partnership books and documents 
before delivery of defence if they are in the plaintiff’s hands and 
he cannot prepare his defence without such inspection (0 ; but, on 
an interlocutory application by a party whose status as a partner is 
disputed, production of books may be refused (k). 

Sect. 10. — Enforcement of Rights of Partners Inter se. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Parlies to Partnership Actions, 

130. In an action for dissolution of partnership it is a general 
rule that all the partners who are within the jurisdiction must be 
before the court (0, especially where questions affecting the rights 
of the partners inter se (m), or the construction of the articles 


(e) Trego y. Huntt [1896] A. C. 7, 26 ; compare Mutter v. Eastern and 
Midlands Pail. Co. (1888), 38 Ch. D. 92, C. A. As to production by partners 
who have allowed an executor to place his accounts in the general books, 
see Freeman v. Fairlie (1817), 3 Mer. 24, 43. The best account possible, 
without undue labour and expense, must be furnished. As to the suffi- 
ciency of answers to interrogatories with reference to books of account, 
see Drake v. Symes (1869), John. 647 ; and as to sufficiency of description 
of numerous aocumcnts for the purpose of production in an action of 
account, see Christian v. Taylor (1841), 11 Sim. 401, 406; and title 
Discovert, Inspection, and Interrogatories, Vol. XI., p. 60, 
note( 0 ). ^ 

{fi Be Pickering, Pickering v. Pickering (1883), 26 Ch. D. 247, C. A.; 
see title Discovert, Inspection, and Interrogatories, Vol. XI.,pp. 70, 
71 ; and compare p. 46, ante. 

(g) Lodge y. PncAard (1853), 3 De G. M. & G. 906, C. A. ; and, for the 

general principle on which partnership books are evidence for and against 
all the partners, see Eillv. Manchester and Salford Waterworks Co. (1833), 
2 Nev. & M. (K. B.) 673, per Denman, C.J., at p. 682; and see, generally, 
title Evidence, Vol. XIII., p. 661. » J 

(h) Mertens v. Eaigh (1860), John. 736. 

(i) Pickenng v. Bighy (1812), 18 Vcs. 484. The application is now by 
summons; see title Discovert, Inspection, and Interrogatories. 
Vol. XI., p. 69. 

(k) Turney v. Bayley (1864), 4 De G. J. & Sm. 332, C. A. ; see Turner 
V. Bayley (1864), 34 Beav. 105. As to accounts and their production in 
an action, see pp. 70 et seg., post. 

(l) Eills V. Nash (1844), 1 Ph. 694; Ireton v. Lewes (1674), Cas. temp. 
Finch, 96 ; Simpson v. Chapman (1863), 4 De G. M. & G. 164, 167. 

(m) Long v. Yonge (1830), 2 Sim. 369. Injunctions against breaches of 
the agreement between the partners, e.g., against competitive trading, are 
dealt with elsewhere; see pp. 81, 83, post; see also title Trade and 
T itADS Unjons. 
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of partnership (?i), are raised. The legal personal representative of 
a deceased partner should be a party although the deceased partner’s 
estate may be reputed to be insolvent (o) ; and generally, where 
there is a diversity of interest, all the partners should be parties 
to (p) or represented in the action (g). 

Where, however, all the partners, or a section of them, have the 
same interest and are numerous, one or more may sue or be sued 
as representing the others similarly interested (r) ; and, generally, 
where an action is for the benefit of all the partaers, that is, where 
there is a community of interest, all those having similar interests 
may be represented, either as plaintiffs or defendants, by one or 
more of their number (s), and, if the common interest seems open 
to doubt, the court may, it seems, give liberty to amend (0- 

Where two persons engage in the purchase of a joint cargo, but 
keep separate accounts with respect to each moiety, one of them 
is not a necessary party to an action for an account concerning 


(n) Baldwin v. Lawrence (1824), 2 Sim. & St. 18 ; Seddon v. Connell 
(1840), 10 Sim. 68 ; Cockbum v. Thorn^aon (1809), 16 Ves. 321. 

(o) Cox v. Stephens (1863), 11 W. K. 929 ; compare Seddon v. Connell, 
supra; Madox v. Jackson (1747), 3 Atk. 406. 

ip) Evans v. Stokes (1836), 1 Keen, 24; Harvey v. Bignold (1846), 
8 Beav. 343 ; Van Sandau v. Moore (1826), 1 Russ. 441. 

(g) Attwood v. Small (1838), 6 Cl. & Fin. 232 ; Cramer v. Bird (1808), 
L. R. 6 Eq. 143. 

(r) R. S. C., Ord. 16, r. 9. This rule has been acted upon in an action for 
dissolution and winding up of the affairs of an unregistered (but not 
illegal) friendly society consisting of 439 members; see Be Lead Co,*s 
Workmen's Fund Society, Lowes v. Governor (& Co, for Smelting down Lead 
with Bit and Sea Coal, [1904] 2 Ch. 196 ; title Friendly Societies, 
Vol. XV., p. 190; see also Wood v. McCarthy, [1893] 1 Q. B. 776 (where 
the president and secretary of a labour protection le^ue consisting of 
about 4,000 members were sued, and authorised, against their will, to 
defend on behalf of all the members); Andrews v. Salmon, [1888] W. N. 
102 ; and see title Companies, Vol. V., p. 319. 

(s) Cockburnv, Thompson, supra; Hichens v. Congreve {IS2S), ^ Russ. 
662; Small v. Attwood (1832), 1 You. 407; compare Bedford {Duke) v. 
Ellis, [1901] A. C. 1. 

(f) Bainbridge v. Burton (1840), 2 Beav. 639. The cases under the old 
practice are not altogether uniform. A distinction was drawn between 
an action for an account after the partnership had come to an end {Bichard- 
son V. Eastings (1844), 7 Beav. 301 ; see Duxbury v. Isherwood (1864), 10 
L. T. 712), and an action for dissolution {Decks v. Stanhope (1844), 14 Sim. 
67), or such an action for an account as was, in effect, an action for 
dissolution {Abraham v. Eannay (1843), 13 Sim, 681 ; compare Seddon v. 
Connell, supra ; Sibley y. Minton (1857), 27 L. J. (CH.) 53). In the former 
case it was held that an action might be maintained by some partners on 
behalf of themselves and others ; in the latter, it was held that all the part- 
ners, however numerous, were necessary parties. In Beaumont v. Meredith 
(1814), 3 Ves. & B. 180, it was held that all the members of a benevolent 
society must be parties to an action by some members against the trustees 
for an account, and in Leigh v. Thomas (1761), 2 Ves. Sen. 312, a 
demurrer was allowed to a bill by representatives of sixty-four out of 
eighty seamen (see also Moffat v. Farguharson (1788), 2 Bro. C. C. 
338), while in Good v. BlewiU (1807), 13 Yes. 397, a bill by the captmn 
of a ship on behalf of himself and the crew for an account of prize 
money was sustained; see also Anon, (1722), Free. Ch. 692; Taylor v. 
Salmon (1838), 4 My. & Cr. 134 ; WallwoHh v. EoU (1841), 4 My. & Cr. 
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the moiety of the other (a) ; and persons who have merely a con- 
tingent right to become partners should not be joined in an action 
for dissolution and accounts (Z^). 

131. The assignee of a share in a partnership is not, during the 
continuance of the partnership, a necessary party to an action 
ajiainst the other partners for an account, but after the dissolution 
of the partnership he may become so (c). The legal personal repre- 
sentative of a deceased partner may sue for accounts though he has 
assigned all the intestate’s beneficial interest (d). 

Where the share of a deceased partner is purchased by the sur- 
viving partners under a provision in the articles and the purchase 
money is allowed to remain in the business, contrary to the trusts 
of his will, all the partners who have notice of the trusts must be 
made defendants to an action by the beneficiaries claiming profits 
made by the employment of that money in trade, and not merely 
such of them as are trustees (e). 

Where a partner creates an equitable mortgage upon the real 
estate of himself and a third party in favour of his firm and dies 
intestate, the firm cannot enforce the security without making his 
legal personal representative a party to the action (/). 

An action for a debt due to the partnership may, as a general 
rule, be brought by a surviving partner (g) ; and a surviving partner 
must be brought before the court in an action to enforce a partner- 
ship debt against the estate of his deceased partner {k). 

132. The subscribers to an illegal adventure which has not been 
carried out may recover their subscriptions, but they have no right 
to an account of dealings and profits (t). 

133. A partner may by his conduct lose the right to have all the 
other partners before the court (k). 

(a) Weymouth v. Boyer (1792), 1 Ves. 416 ; see also Brown v. De Tastet 
(1821), Jac. 284 (where an account was ordered between a partner and a 
sub-partner without making the other two principal partners parties to the 
action, one of them being ignorant of the sub-partnership, and the other 
out of the jurisdiction). 

(h) Ehrmann v. Ehrmann (1894), 72 L. T. 17. 

(c) See Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 31. In WiUiams 
V. Poole (1873), 21 W. R. 262, an assignee, after dissolution, was hold 
not to be a necessary party, being merely a “ dry trustee ” for a satisfied 
mortgagee. A sub-partiier has no right to an account from the 
principal partnership, but only from the partner with whom he is a sub- 
partner ; therefore the other partners are not necessary parties to an 
action against that partner ; see Be Slyth, Ex parte Barrow (1816), 2 Rose, 
262, 266 ; and note (a), supra, 

(d) Clegg v. Fishwick (1849), 1 Mac. & G. 294 (where it was hold that 
the effect of an assignment by an administratrix was to constitute her a 
trustee for the assignee). 

(e) Tysev, Foster (1874), L. R. 7 II. L. 318, 336; compare Pointon v. 
Fointon (1871), L. R. 12 Eq. 647. 

if) Scholefield v. Beafield (1837), 7 Sim. 667. 

(c) Eaig v. Gray (1860), 3 De G. 3s Sm. 741. 

(a) EilU V. M'Bae (1861), 9 Hare, 297 (where the surviving partner was 
ordered to attend before the master) ^ see Be Eodgson, Beckett v. Bamsdale 
(1886), 31 Ch. D. 177, 192, C. A. 

(t) Earvey v. Collett (1846), 16 Sim. 332 ; see p. 18, ante. 

(if) Bodin V. Farquhar (1822), 1 L. J. (0.8.) (CH.) 2L 
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Sub-Sect. 2.— Actions for Fraud or Misrepresentation, 

(i.) Inducing Partnership, 

134. Fraud in the inception of a partnership agreement is a 
ground for the rescission of the agreement (Z), and the fact that the 
plaintiff could have discovered the truth, for example, by examina- 
tion of the partnership books, is not necessarily a bar to relief {m). 
Nor is the fact that there cannot be restitutio hi integrum after the 
firm, in which the interest has been acquired, has become insolvent, 
an objection to the grant of relief {n). In a question of rescission of 
his contract by a partner, on the ground of fraud or misrepresenta- 
tion, there is no analogy, in the case of such insolvency, between 
the case of an ordinary partnership and that of an incorporated 
company (??). The action by a defrauded partner against hi^ 
fraudulent partner may be framed alternatively for rescission or 
dissolution (o). 

Misrepresentation without fraud is a suflicient ground for 
rescission, and the repayment of capital advanced (2^) and premium 
paid (a). 

135. On the rescission of a partnership agreement on the 
ground of fraud or misrepresentation the innocent partner has the 
following rights : — (1) a lien on, or right of retention of, the surplus 
assets, after discharge of the partnership liabilities, for the money 
paid by him for his share and for any capital contributed by him ; 
(2) a right of subrogation to the rights of the partnership creditors 
in respect of payments made by him to them ; (3) a right to be 
indemnified by the guilty partner against the partnership debts 
and liabilities (/>). 

(l) Beck V. Kantorowicz, Kantorowicz v. Carter, Kalb v. Kantorowicz 
(1857), 3 K. & J. 230 (where one partner made a secret profit on the 
purchase of property for the partnership). But it is no defence to an 
action for damages for breach of an agreement to become a partner that 
the plaintiff has been guilty of fraud in another partnership {Andrewes v. 
Oarstin (1861), 10 C. fi. (n, 8.) 444). For such an action generally, see 
Figes v. Cutler (1822), 3 Stark. 139 ; Walker v. Harris (1793), 1 Anst. 245. 
As to setting up a Statute of Limitation by way of defence to a claim 
for rescission, see title Limitation op Actions, Vol. XIX., p. 50. 

(m) Eawlins v. Wickham, Wickham v. BawUns (1858), 1 Giff. 356 ; com- 
pare Bidden v. Smith (1864), 12 W. R. 899 (where the plaintiff continued 
the partnership after discovery of misrepresentation), and Bedgrave v. 
Hura (1881), 20 Ch. D. 1, C. A. (where the contract of sale was rescinded 
and the deposit returned, but no damages were given) ; and see cases 
cited in title Misrepresentation and Fraud, Vol. XX., p. 743, note (d). 
As to the nature of relief generally, see ibid., pp. 742 ef seq. 

(n) Adam v. Newhigging (1888), 13 App. (ias. 308, per Lord Watson, at 
p. 322; see title Companies, Vol. V., p. 131; and compare title Mis- 
representation AND Fraud, Vol. XX., pp. 736, 737. 

( 0 ) Bagot V. Easton (1877), 7 Ch. D. 1, C. A. 

( p) Adam v. Newhigging, supra. 

(а) Jauneey v. Knowles (1859), 29 L. J. (cii.) 96. 

(б) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 41. These rights are 
“without prejudice to any other right of the innocent partner “ (t5td.). 
This provision merely declares the previous law ; see Mycock v. Beatson 
(1879), 13 Ch. D. 384 ; Adam v. Newhigging , supra, affirming S. C. (1886), 
34 Ch. D. 682, C. A. On the question whether an indictment for obtaining 
money by false pretences will lie against a person who induces another by 
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A person who is induced by fraud or misrepresentation to become 
a partner is liable to the partnership creditors in respect of all 
dealings taking place while he remains a partner and, in the 
event of bankruptcy of the partner by whom he was defrauded, will 
be allowed to prove for a premium paid on entering the partnership 
in competition with the separate creditors of the bankrupt partner, 
but not in competition with the joint creditors of the firm (c). 

(ii.) On Sale of Sharee. 

136. The sale of the share of one partner to another, on the 
footing of a balance sheet prepared by the vendor’s accountant and 
believed by both parties to be substantially correct, may be set 
aside on proof that the balance sheet was grossly inaccurate and 
placed too high a value on the assets (d). So a purchase of a 
partner’s shave, at an undervalue, by a partner who kept the books 
and knew and concealed from his partner the inadequacy of con- 
sideration, may be declared void and set aside (c). But this relief 
will not be given when there has been no fraud or oppression, 
especially after long delay (/). 

A sale by the executors of a deceased partner to the surviving 
partners will be closely scrutinised by the court, but will be sup- 
ported if no unfair advantage has been taken of the executors (g). 
If, however, the sale is at a gross undervalue, it will be set aside (/i). 
A sale by the executors of a deceased partner to a surviving partner 
for the purpose of resale to one of the executors has been set 
aside (?)• 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Acmint$. 

137. In an action by a partner, or a person claiming through 
him, for dissolution and winding up of the affairs of the partnership, 
the accounts (h) are usually directed at the trial ; but an order for 
accounts may be made at any stage of the action (/). 


fraudulent ropreseiitation to ent''r into partnersliip with him and advance 
money as capital, see IL v. Watson (1857), Dears. & B. 348, C. C. R. ; and, 
as to this offence, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, VoL IX., 
p. 698, note (a), 

(c) Ee Hooper, Ex parte Broome (1811), 1 Rose, 69, as explained in Bury 
V. Allen (1845), 1 Coll. 689, 698, n., 607. Although as against the guilty 
partner ho may have “ an equity to say that ho never was a partner, 
it will be difficult to say so as against third parties ’’ {Ee Hooper, Ex 
parte Broome, supra, per Lord Eldon, L.C., at p. 71). 

(d) Charlesworth v. Jennings (1864), 34 Beav. 96. 

(e) Maddeford v. Austwick, Austwich v. Maddeford (1826), 1 Sim. 89; 
affirmed (1833), 2 My. & K. 279. 

if) Knight V. Marjoribanks (1848), 11 Beav. 322 ; approved in Melbourne 
Banking Corporation v. Brougham (1882), 7 App. Cas. 307, P. C. ; Ee 
LightolUr, Ex parte Peake (1816), 1 Madd. 346. 

Ig) Chambers v. Howell (1847), 11 Beav. 6 ; Hordern v. Hordern, [1910] 
A. C. 465, P. C. ; and see title Executors and Administrators, Yol. XIV., 
pp. 297, 298. 

(h) Eiee v. Gordon (1848), 11 Beav. 266. 

{%) Cook v. CoUingridge (1823), Jao. 607. 

(k) As to the right to an account, see pp. 65 et seq,, ante, and p. 74, post, 

(l) Turguand v. WUson (1875), 1 Ch. D. 85 ; see now R. S. Cf., Ord. 33, 
W*. 2 — 5 ; and, generally, see tWd., Ord. 15. As to the time limit in an 
action for an account, see title Limitation of Actions, Vol. XIX., p. 171. 
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138. The court will not^ as a general rule, order an account of 
partnership dealings unless the plaintiff also claims dissolution or 
alleges that the partnership is dissolved (m). But an account may 
be ordered without a claim for dissolution in a proper case, where a 
sufficient reason is shown for departing from the usual rule, for 
example, where a partner is trying to exclude his partner from some 
secret benefit or from the partnership, or to force him to a dissolu- 
tion, or where there is a refusal to account, or where a limited 
account will meet the necessity or justice of the case (a). 

In an action for administration of the estate of a deceased partner 
the ordinary direction for an account of debts includes equitable 
debts, and therefore includes a debt due by the estate of the deceased 
partner on his separate account with the partnership, and a surviv- 
ing partner can claim such a debt as a creditor of the deceased and 
have it ascertained by the taking of a partnership account (h). 

139. It is no objection to a claim for an account that the 
defendant partner has stolen or embezzled the partnership assets 
and has not been first prosecuted for the felony (c), or that taking 
the accounts involves the settlement of claims in the nature of 
unliquidated damages (rf). 

The court will direct an account in England of the trans- 
actions of a partnership business carried on abroad, as to which 
settled accounts have been established in the foreign court to the 
jurisdiction of which it is subject, if it be shown that the English 
partner has not been a party to the foreign proceedings, so that 
they are, as to him, res inter alios acta{e). 

Although the court will not, as a rule, give its assistance to 
persons who carry on an illegal business, an account may be ordered 
against a defendant who asserts the illegality of the partnership (/). 
Thus, accounts of a bookmaking business have been ordered at the 

(m) Forman v. Homfray (1813), 2 Ves. & B. 329 ; Knehell v. White (1836), 
2 Y. & C. (ex.) 15, 21 ; Loscomhe v. Bussell (1830), 4 Sim. 8 ; Leyhorne- 
Popham V. Spencer-Brown (1893), 9 T. L. R. 309 ; Bichards v. Davies 
2 Kuss. & M. 347 ; compare Waters v. Taylor (1808), 15 Ves. 10. With 
regard to actions for dissolution generally, and the circumstances in which 
such actions will be stayed, see pp. 90 ei seq., post. 

(a) Harrison v. Armitage (1819), 4 Mada. 143 (where Forman v. 
Homfray, supra, was distinguished) ; Bichardson v. Hastings (1844), 7 
Beav. 301 (where the suit was brought to recover moneys and assets of 
the partnership, of which two members had possessed themselves) ; Bentley 
v. Bates (1840), 4 Y. & C. (ex.) 182 (where it was said by Lord Abinger, 
C.B., that joint owners of a colliery are in the position of mercantile 
partners for some purposes only, and that the rule requiring a dissolu- 
tion to be claimed was meant to apply only to mercantile partnerships) ; 
Fairthome v. Weston (1844), 3 Hare, 387 ; Chappie v. Cadell (1822), Jao. 
636 ; Wallworth v. Holt (1841), 4 My. & Cr. 619. 

(h) Paynter Y, Houston (1^11), 3 Mer. 297; WooUeyY. Gordon (1829), 
Taml. 11. 

(c) Boope v. D^Avigdor (1883), 10 Q. B. D. 412. 

Id) Bury v. Allen (1846), 1 Coll. 689. 

(e) Maunder v. Lloyd (1862), 2 John. & H. 718 (in which case it appeared 
that all the assets of the English partner were in England, so that no pay- 
ment out of them could have been enforced except by proceedings upon the 
foreign judgment) ; see also note (h), p. 74, post 

(/) aheppard r. Oxenford (1866), 1 tC. & d. 491. 
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instance of an innocent partner who had not intended that the 
business should be carried on in an illegal manner by his 
partners (<7). 

140. The following may* be good defences to a partner’s action 
for an account: denial of partnership (fc) ; illegality, fraud, or 
forfeiture under a power contained in the articles (i) ; laches (fc) ; a 
Statute of Limitation (i) ; account stated (m) ; award, release by 
deed, or payment and acceptance of money under an agreement 
amounting to an accord and satisfaction (;i). 

141. Though a settled account between the partners is a good 
ground of defence to an action for an account (0), the court may, 
in special circumstances, reopen the accounts or give liberty to 
surcharge and falsify (p). Settled accounts are not usually reopened 
in toto, except upon the ground of fraud, or numerous and important 


(g) Thwaites v. Coulihwaite, [1896] 1 Ch. 496 ; Harvey v. Hart, [1894] 
W. N. 72 (where betting was merely collateral to the partnership) ; but see 
Thomas v. Bey (1908), 24 T. L. K. 272, and the “highwaymen” case, 
Everet v. Williams (1726), L. R. 20 Eq. 230, n. 

(fe) As to discovery where the partnership is denied, see R. S. C., Ord. 31, 
rr. 6, 20; Irish R. S. C., Ord. 31, rr. 6, 19 ; and see title Discovert, 
Inspection, and Interrogatories, Vol. XI., p. 62. 

(t) Hart V. Clarice (1864), 6De G. M. & G. 232, C. A. ; affirmed nom. 
Clarice and Chapman v. Hart (1868), 6 H. L. Cas. 633. 

(A;) As to the effect of laches generally, see title Equity, Vol. XIII., pp. 1 68 
et seq. ; and see title Limitation op Actions, Vol. XIX., pp. 170, 172, 174. 

(l) Bridges v. Mitchell (1726), Gilb. (ch.) 224 ; Noyes v. Crawley (1878), 
10 Ch. D. 31 ; Tatam v. Williams (1844), 3 Hare, 347. An executor of a 
deceased partner may be barred by lapse of time (Knox v. Qye (1872), L. R. 
6 H. Ii. 666 ; Taylor v. Taylor (1873), 28 L. T. 189 ; Betjemann v. 
Betjemann, [1895] 2 Ch. 474, C. A.). But where the surviving partners, 
being the executors of their deceased partner, kept his share in the business 
and did not supply full information and accounts to the persons bene- 
ficially interested under his will, an account was directed against them at 
the suit of the beneficiaries after the lapse of thirty years (yVedderhum v. 
Wedderhum (1836), 2 Keen, 722 ; (1838) 4 My. & Cr. 41), and time will 
not run gainst the executors of a deceased partner so long as there are 
outstanding assets to be got in and the parties have dealt with one 
another upon the footing of the account being still open (Millington v. 
Holland (1869), 18W. R. 184). Time does not run as between partners 
while the partnership continues (Barton v. North Staffordshire Bail, Co, 
(1888), 38 Ch. D. 468, per Kay, J., at p. 463; see title Limitation of 
Actions, Vol. XIX., p. 171). 

(m) As to “ account stated,” see title Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 489 
et seq. 

(n) Brown v. Perkins (1842), 1 Hare, 664. As to accord and satisfaction 
generally, see title Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 441 et seq. 

( 0 ) As to pleading a settled account, see Davies v. Davies (1837), 2 
Keen, 634. 

( p) A single important error is sufficient, if fraudulent, to justify an 
order to open the whole account. If it is not fraudulent, the proper 
order is to give liberty to surcharge and falsify (Gethingy. Keighley (ISIS), 
9 Ch. D. 607, 610). Accounts wul be reopen^ on the ground of fraud in 
spite of the existence of a stringent agreement against reopening (Oldaker 
V. Lavender (1833), 6 Sim. 239 ; Sim v. Sim (1861), 11 I. Cm R. 310, 321). 
In Barrow v. Barrow (1872), 27 L. T. 431, goodwill had not been 
accounted for, and the account was in that respect and otherwise not in 
accordance with the terms of the articles. The mere fact that the 
claimant has already had an account rendered to him will not preclude 
lumi in the absence of acquiesoence, from having an account taken by the 
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errors, or mistakes affecting the whole account (q) ; otherwise the 
court will not usually do more than give liberty to surcharge and 
falsify (r). In the absence of fraud, accounts are not reoi>ened in 
favour of a party who has stood by and acquiesced in them (s) ; 
but acquiescence in the principle of keeping an account dees not 
amount to acquiescence in the accuracy of the items (/). 

142. Accounts must be taken according to the uniform practice 
of the firm (a), even if contrary to the method prescribed by the 
partnership deed (6); and, in the absence of agreement, the burden 
of establishing a system different from the ordinary method lies on 
the party who would gain by the varied system (c). The executors 
of a deceased partner are entitled to have his share ascertained on 
the basis of a balance sheet as prescribed by the articles although 
such balance sheet has not in fact been made out at the time of his 
death (d). 

A partner is bound by the debit items of an account furnished by 
him, although the court may not accept his items on the credit side (c ) . 

The whole partnership assets must be included in the accounts (/). 


court (Irvine Y, (1823), 1 Sim. & St. 333 ; Clements v. Bowes (1853), 

1 Drew, 684 ; Hunter v. Belcher (1863), 2 De G. J. & Sm. 194, 0. A. ; and 
compare titles Agency, Vol. I., p. 188; Mistake, Vol. XXL, p. 32; 
Mortgage, Vol. XXL, p. 216). 

(q) M*Kellarv. Wallace (1863), 8 Moo. P. C. C. 378 ; Prittv, Clay (1843), 
6 Beav. 603; Williamson v. Barber (1877), 9 Ch. D. 629; Geihing v. 
Keighley (1878), 9 Ch. D. 647, 660; see Be Webb^ Lambert v. Still, [1894] 
1 Cn. 73, 84, C. A. ; compare Maundy, Allies (1840), 5 Jur. 860 ; Laing v. 
Campbell (1866), 36 Beav. 3. 

(r) Gethingy. Keighley, supra. Where a valuation was held to bo merely 
incidental to the carrying out of the purchase of a deceased partner’s share 
by a surviving partner, as provided for in the articles, the court allowed 
the account to stand, subject to correction on proof of error of a clear 
and convincing character (Hordern v. Hordern, [1910] A. C. 466, P. C.). 

(«) ScoU V. Milne (1841), 6 Beav. 216; (1843), 7 Jur. 709 ; Cuthbert v. 
Edinborough (1872), 21 W. B. 98 ; Millar v. Craig (1843), 6 Beav. 433. 

(«) Mosse V. Salt (1863), 32 Beav. 269. 

(a) Birmey v. Mutrie (1886), 12 App. Cas. 160, P. C. ; Coventry v. Barclay 
(1863), 33 Beav. 1 ; affirmed (1864), 3 De G. J. & Sm. 320 ; Pettyt v. Janeson 
(1819), Madd. & G. 146. The court will gather the intention of the parties 
from the combined effect of the articles and the usual practice of the firm 
(Simmons v. Leonard (l%^4t), 3 Hare, 681 ; sec also CrossJcill v. Bower, Bower 
V. Turner (1863), 32 Beav. 86 ; Be Barber, Ex parte Barber (1870), 6 
Ch. App. 687 ; Garwood v. Garwood (1911), 105 L. T. 231, C. A.). 

(b) Jaehsorl v. Sedgwick (1818), 1 Swan. 460; but sec Lawes v. Lawes 
(1878), 9 Ch. D. 98 (where a parol ap'eement to vary the time fixed by 
the articles for settling accounts was held not to have been intended to 
affect the money interests of the partners). In the absence of special 
agreement, the practice of making annual rests, bo as to allow interest on 
the balances credited to the partners, will not be continued after dissolution 
(Barfield v. Loughborough (1872), 8 Ch. App. 1, 7 ; and see title Mortgage, 
Vol. XXI., p. 228). 

(o) This principle was recognised where a surviving partner, who carried 
on the business, claimed compound interest (Bate v. Sobins (IS63), 32 Beav. 
73). 

^ Hunter v. Dowling, [1893] 3 Ch. 212, C. A., affirming S. C., [1893] 

(e) Morehouse v. Newton (1849), 3 De G. & Sm. 307. 

(/) An unsaleable asset should be valued. For instance, in accounts 
taken upon dissolution an unassignable contract held by one partner on 
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143. Not only a partner himself, but his legal personal repre* 
sentative or trustee in bankruptcy, may have an account against the 
other partner or his legal personal representative ; but an assignee 
or mortgagee of a partner’s share has no right to an account from the 
other partners during the continuance of the partnership, although 
on dissolution he becomes entitled to an account from the date of 
the dissolution {g). In special circumstances strangers to the part- 
nership are entitled to an account (h ) ; and the persons beneficially 
interested in the estate of a deceased partner, whose executor, being 
also a partner, uses the testator’s assets in the business, are 
entitled to accounts from the executor, but not from the other 
partners unless they have notice of a breach ot trust by the 
executor (i). But, where surviving partners deal with the property 
of their deceased partner, knowing it to belong to his estate, they 
are fixed with notice of the trust on which it is held (k). 

144. In a series of monthly accounts, in which the balances 
are not carried forward from one account to another, payment of 
the balance on the last account does not, it seems, bar an action for 
the payment of balances on preceding accounts (Z) ; and when the 
partners, on dissolution, agree to divide the partnership property in 
specie, and one partner takes the whole according to a valuation, an 


behalf of the firm must be retained by him and valued as an asset (AmUer 
V. Bolton (1872), L. E. 14 Eq. 427) ; and see p. 63, ante, and p, 103, post 

(g) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39). s. 31. 

(a) The following are instances in which this right has been recognised : — 
Law v. Law (1845), 2 Coll. 41 (where residuary legatees obtained an account, 
the executors of a deceased partner having agreed to purchase the shares 
of the other partners) ; Poinion v. Pointon (1871), L. K. 12 Eq. 547 ; 
Newland v. Oftampion (1748), 2 Coll. 46, n. (where a separate creditor of a 
deceased partner was plaintiff); Millar v. Craig (1843), 6 Beav. 433; 
Cropper v. Knapman (1836), 2 Y, & C. (ex.) 338 ; Maunder v. Lloyd 
(1862), 2 John. & H. 718; compare Taylor v. Taylor (1873), 28 L. T. 189. 

(t) In order to ascertain what profits were made from a breach of trust 
of this kind Lord Eldon, L.C., ordered the executor to produce attested 
copies of books in the custody of the executor’s partners or agents, who 
were not parties to the suit (Freeman v. Fairlie (1817), 3 Mer. 24, as 
explained in MacDonald v. Bichardson, Bichardson v. Marten (IS5S), 1 Giff. 
81, 87 ; and see Hue v. Bichards (1839), 2 Beav. 305; Vyse v. Foster (1872), 
L. R. 13 Eq. 602). 

(k) Travis v. Milne, Milne y, Milne (1851), 9 Hare, 141. In Huey, 
Bichards, supra, the widow of a deceased partner who was beneficially 
interested under his will was held entitled to production of accounts from 
the testator’s executors, one of whom was the surviving partner; and, 
generally, such an action may be maintained, whether the executor is a 
partner or not, “ in all cases where the relation between the executors and 
the surviving partner is such as to present a substantial impediment to the 
prosecution by the executors of the rights of the parties interested in the 
estate against the surviving partners ” (Travis v. Milne, Milne v. Milne, 
supra, per Turner, V.-C., at p. 151 ; compare Beningfieldy, Baxter (1886), 
12 App. Cas. 167, P. C. ; xeatman v. Yeatman, (1877), 7 Ch. D. 210, 
oommentii^ on Bowsher v. Watkins (1830), 1 Russ. & M. 277 ; and see 
Davies v. Davies (1837), 2 Keen, 534, 539). 

(l) Brierly v. Cripps (1836), 7 C. & P. 709. One account is in the cir- 
cumstances as final as any other ; secus, if they have been intended to form 
part of one general account ; see Fromont v. Coupland (1824), 2 Bing. 
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action by the other partner for the amount payable to him may be 
maintained notwithstanding that the partnership accounts remain 
otherwise unadjusted (m). 

146. A surviving partner who is also executor of his deceased 
partner has a right of retainer in respect of an unascertained 
balance owing by his testator to the partnership (n), 

146. Partners are not, as regards partnership dealings, con- 
sidered as debtor and creditor inter se until the concern is wound 
up or until there is a binding settlement of the accounts (o). It 
follows that one partner has no right of action against another for 
the balance owing to him until after final settlement of the 
accounts ip); but a partner may have a right of action 'against 
another for a debt which is independent of the partnership 
accounts (q). 

147. Dissolution and mutual settlement of accounts are sufficient 
consideration for an implied promise to pay the balance, and no 
express promise is necessary to support an action for the same (r). 

148. When it can be shown by admissions or by a binding report, 
or at all events after judgment by a case of probability amounting to 
reasonable certainty, that a certain sum will be found due upon 
the taking of a partnership account, such sum may be ordered on 
motion to be paid into court («) ; and money shown to have been 


(m) Jaclson v. Stoplterd (1834), 2 Cr. & M. 361. “ There may be special 

bargains by which particular transactions are insulated and separated 
from the winding up of the concern and are taken out of the general law of 
partnership ” (ibid., per Bayley, B., at p. 366 ; compare Coffee v. Brian 
^825), 3 Bing. 54 ; Lomas v. Bradshaw (1850), 9 C. B. 620). 

(n) Be Morrises Estate, Morris v. Morris (1874), 10 Ch. App. 68 ; and see 
title Executors and Administrators, Vol. XIV., p. 258. 

(o) Bichardson v. Banlc of England (1838), 4 Mv. & Ci*. 165 ; Bovill v. 
Hammond (1827), 6 B. & C. 149 ; Carr v. Smith (1843), 5 Q. B. 128 ; Clark 
V. Glennie (1820), 3 Stark. 10 ; and as to the authority of a partner, who 
is appointed to wind up the partnership affaiis, to settle the necessary 
accounts, see Luckte v. Forsyth (1846), 3 Jo. & Lat. 388. 

(p) Smith V. Barrow (1788), 2 Term Rep. 476; Fromont v. Coupland 
(1824), 2 Bing. 170; Frole v. Masterman (1855), 21 Beav. 61 ; Weston v. 
Abrahams (1869), 20 L. T, 586. As to the situs of such cause of action 
when the business has been carried on by partners resident in different 
jurisdictions, see Luchmeechund v. Mull (1860), 3 L. T. 603, P. C. 

(q) Simpson v. Backham (1831), 5 Moo. & P. 612 ; W oirall v. Grayson 
(1836), 1 M. & W. 166. 

(r) Backstraw v. Imber (1861), Holt (N. P.). 368 (where the continuing 
partner sought unsuccessfully to attach conditions to his payment) ; 
Moravia v. Levy (1786), 2 Term Rep, 483, n. (where, however, there was 
an express promise to pay) ; Foster v. Allanson (1788), 2 Term Rep. 479, 
483 ; compare Wray v. Milestone (1839), 6 M. & W. 21 ; and see, generally, 
title Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 489 et seq. 

(s) London Syndicate v. Lord (1878), 8 Ch. D. 84, C. A,, per Jessel, M.R., 
at p. 87 ; Wanklyn v. Wilson ( 1887), 35 Ch. D. 180 ; Nutter v. Holland, [1894] 
3 Ch, 408, C. A. ; Freeman v. Cox (1878), 8 Ch. D. 148 (where the defendant 
admitted that he had had the money of the firm in his hands) ; Neville v. 
MaUhewrrwm, [1894] 3 Ch. 345, C. A. ; Bichardson v. Bank of England, 
sv/pra (where the motion was refused on the ground that the defendant 
not only did not admit ihe accuracy of the accounts, but disputed 
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received by a partner improperly, or in breach of agreement or 
good faith, will be ordered to be paid into court (f). 

149 . The costs of taking accounts are, as a general rule, payable 
out of the partnership assets (u). But negligence or other mis- 
conduct by a partner renders him liable for the costs of an action 
as far as it has been occasioned thereby (a). If the partnership 
assets are not sufficient to pay the costs the partners must contri- 
bute in proportion to their shares after adjusting their rights in 
other respects (6) ; thus, partnership debts and liabilities, including 
debts and balances due to partners by the firm in respect of 
advances, take priority over the costs (c). 


numerous items in it) ; Be Beeney, F french v. Sproston, [1894] 1 Ch. 499 
(which shows that the admission may be oral only) ; HolUa v. Burton, 
[1892] 3 Ch. 226, C. A. (where an admission made in error was allowed tp be 
withdrawn, but upon the terms of bringing money into court) ; OaakeU v. 
Chambers (No. 3) (1858), 26 Beav. 360 ; Creak v. Capell (1821), Madd. & G. 
114 (motion on master’s report after confirmation, but pending objections 
to it refused) ; compare Toulmin v. Copland (1837), 3 x . & C. (ex.) 626, 
643 ; and, generally, Bichardson v. Ba/nkof England (1838), 4 My. & Cr. 166. 

(t) Foster v. Donald (1820), 1 Jac. & W. 262, followed in Birley v. 
Kennedy (1866), 6 New Rep. 396; Be Benson, Elletson v. Fillers, [1899] 1 
Ch. 39 ; Costeker v. Eorrox (1839), 3 Y. & C. (ex.) 630 ; Jervis v. White 
{1802h 6 Ves. 738. Money received by a partner on account of the 
partnership is not money received in a fiduciary capacity, and a partner 
18 not liable to attachment under the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet, 
c. 62), s. 4 (3), for disobeying an order to pay into court money in his hands 
belonging to the partnership {Piddocke v. Burt, [1894] 1 Ch. 343) ; see 
titles Contempt op Coukt, Attachment, and Committal, Vol. VII., 
p. 301 ; Equity, Vol. XIII., p. 166. 

{u) Butcher v. Fooler (1883), 24 Ch. D. 273, C. A. “ An order for payment 
of costs out of the assets is a discretionary order within R. S. C., Ora. 66, and 
is not appealable ” (ibid., per Bowen, L. J., at p. 280) ; Jones v. Welch 
(1866), 1 X. & J. 766 ; Bonville v. Bonville (1866), 36 Beav. 129 ; Hamer 
V. Giles, Giles v. Hamer (1879), 11 Ch. D. 942 ; Austin v. Jackson (1879), 11 
Ch. D. 942, n. ; Newton v. Taylor (1874), L. R. 19 Eq. 14 (where the 
accounts were settled under an award, in pursuance of an arbitration 
clause contained in the articles, and the costs were made payable out of the 
assets and in the same proportions as if the accounts had been taken by 
the court). 

(а) Hamer v. Giles, Giles v. Hamer, supra ; Norton v. Bussell (1876), 
L. R. 19 Eq. 343 (where a defendant was ordered to pay costs up to hearing ; 
he had admitted default in rendering accounts, but there was no allega- 
tion or denial that anything was due from him). In Dean v. MacDowell 
(1878), B Ch. D. 346, C. A., the plamtifis obtained an account of alleged 
secret profits by a partner in another business ; and by a supplemental 
bill claimed not only those profits, but the partner’s whole interest in the 
business. The first claim was dismissed without costs as the defendant’s 
conduct had been blameworthy, but the second claim was dismissed 
with costs as wholly unfounded. 

(б) Boss V. White, [1894] 3 Ch. 326, C. A. 

(o) Bosher v. Orannis (1890), 63 L, T. 272 (where funds had been volun- 
tarily brought in after dissolution by a partner) ; FoUer v. Jackson (1880), 
13 Ch. D. 845 (where a balance was owing to a partner for rent of property 
occupied by the firm and for capital advanced by him) ; compare Davy v. 
Soarth, [1906] 1 Ch. 66 (where a partner, who had been appointed receiver, 
was hdd to be entitled to payment of his remuneration and costs in that 
capaoily, although he was unable to pay a sum which he owed to bis 
firm) ; and see Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 44 (b) (2). 
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Sub-Sect. 4.— ilecm-er*. 

150. The court has jurisdiction to appoint a receiver (d) whenever 
it is just and convenient (e), on the application of any partner, 
whether plaintiff or defendant (/), or of other persons interested in 
the preservation of the partnership assets, such as the legal personal 
representatives of a deceased partner (g), especially where the 
surviving partner fails to get in the assets (h). The jurisdiction 
may be exercised although an agreement for reference to arbitration 
exists (i). 

151 The court will not usually appoint a receiver on inter- 
locutory motion before the trial of an action in which substantial 
issues are raised ; but it will do so if the property is in danger (k), 
or if the partnership has been or is about to be dissolved, or if 
satisfied that special grounds, for example, misconduct, for such 
appointment exist (Z). 

Danger to the property is always a ground for the appoint- 
ment {ill). Thus the court will appoint a receiver, although the 
partnership is not dissolved, w^here a partner is guilty of such 
breaches of his duty as a partner as would, if proved at the hearing, 
entitle his partner to a dissolution (n), or of embezzling the assets (o). 


(d) As to receivers and the appointment of receivers generally, see title 
Receivers ; compare titles Companies, Vol. V., pp. 376 et seq. ; Mort- 
gage, Vol. XXL, pp. 261 et seq. 

{e) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 26 (8) ; see Lindley, 
Law of Partnership, 8th ed., pp. 610 — 623. 

(/) Katsch V. Schench (1849), 13 Jur. 668. 

Ig) Davis v. Amer (1854), 3 Drew. 64. 

(a) EstwieJe V. Coningshy (1683), 1 Vern. 118. 

(i) Machin v. Bennett, [1900] W. N. 146 ; see also Pini v. Boncoroni, 
[1892] 1 Ch. 633 ; Law v. Garrett (1878), 8 Ch. D. 26, C. A. ; Plews v. Baker 
(1872), L. R. 16 Eq. 664 ; and see title Arbitration, Vol. I., p. 464. 

{k) Bowker v. Henry (1862), 6 L. T. 43; Fairhum v. Pearson (1860), 
2 Mao. & G. 144 (where an issue was directed whether the partnership 
had been dissolved or not) ; Chapman v. Beach (1820), 1 Jao. & W. 694 
(whore the existence of a partnership was denied). 

(Z) Smith V. Jeyes (1841), 4 Beav. 603 ; Waters v. Taylor (1808), 16 Ves. 
10, 28 ; Boherts v. Eherhardt (1863), Kay, 148 ; Goodman v. Whitcomb 
(1820), 1 Jac. & W. 689 ; Baxter v. West (1868), 28 L. J. (cn.) 169 (whore a 
receiver was refused as it was not clear that the partnership might not still 
subsist) ; Carlen v. Drury (1812), 1 Ves. & B. 164. Dissolution per se was 
not formerly considered suiBoient ground for the appointment of a receiver 
without some breach of duty (Harding v. Glover (1810), 18 Ves. 281), but 
this view is scarcely consistent with recent cases, which seem to show that, 
in the case of a dissolved partnership, the appointment of a receiver is 
almost of course. In Const v. Harris (1824), Turn. & R. 496, a receiver 
was appointed, with limited duties, to carry out a previous arrangement 
between the partners ; and in Hall v. Hall (1860), 3 Mac. &; G. 79, Lord 
Truro, L.C., at p. 90, said, of Const v. Harris, supra, that it was a peculiar 
case. The receiver there had a simple duty to perform, which might be 
considered purely ministerial. He was to receive the entrance moneys of 
a theatre and apply them according to the previous arrangement between 
the parties till the hearing of the cause. 

(m) Evans v. Coventry (1864), 6 De G. M. & G. 911, C. A., reversing 
S. C., 3 Drew. 76 ; compare Sheppard v. Oxenford (1866), 1 K. & J. 491. 

(n) Smith v. Jeyes, supra. 

(o) Oliver v. Hamilton (1794), 2 Anst. 463. 
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or of excluding his partner (^), or -where a surviving partner insists 
on continuing the business with the assets of the deceased partner (q), 
or fails to get in the outstanding debts, or otherwise acts to the 
prejudice of the assets (a), or where an acting partner claims the 
whole property for himself (6), or where a new firm, being interested 
in giving long credit to the debtors of the old firm, forbears to press 
them (c). On the other hand, in the absence of misconduct or 
danger to the assets, a receiver will not be appointed unless 
dissolution is inevitable (d). 

The court will readily appoint a receiver where all the partners 
are dead, as there is not the same mutual confidence between the 
personal representatives of partners as between the partners 
themselves («). 

152. The court will not appoint a receiver for a purpose, neither 
authorised nor assented to by the partners, which it could not 
authorise one partner to carry out against the will of the others (/). 

163. The order frequently gives liberty to each partner to 
propose himself as receiver (^). A solvent partner will ordinarily 
be appointed receiver for the purpose of winding up the affairs of 
the firm where the others are bankrupt and there is no reason 
for distrusting him (h). But the court will direct him to give 
security, furnish accounts, and allow access to and inspection of the 
partnership books by the trustee in bankruptcy, and may order him 
to pay balances in excess of a stated amount into court or into a 
joint banking account of himself and the trustee. This right of the 
solvent partner to wind up the affairs of the partnership is a personal 

(p) Wilson V. Greenwood (1818), 1 Swan. 471 ; BlaJceney v. Dufaur (1861), 
16 Beav. 40. 

(g) Madgwick v. Wimble (1843), 6 Beav. 496. 

(a) Estwick v. Conningsby (1682), 1 Vein. 118 ; and see Younq v. Bucket 

(1882), sow. R. 611. 

(b) Hale v. Hale (1841), 4 Beav. 369. In an action for an injunotionto 
restrain the defendant from drawing out of partnership funds more than 
the stipulated amount, and for a receiver, a receiver was appointed, 
pending a reference to arbitration, although there was no claim for 
dissolution of partnership {Medwin v. Ditcham (1882), 47 L. T. 250). 

(o) ColUnridge v. Cook (1837), 1 Jur. 771. 

(d) Lawson Y, Morgan (1816), 1 Price, 303 ; a manager may, however, be 
appointed (Tippetts v. Phillips (1863), 1 W. R. 163). In a mining part- 
nership a receiver has been refused against a tenant in common, where 
the plaintiff had stood by and the mine proved profitable, and the 
defendant had incurred expenditure (Norway v. Rowe (1812), 19 Ves. 144; 
and see title Mines, Minerals, and Quarries, Vol. XX., pp. 613, 6 4) ; 
and against a partner who was also an unsatisfied mortgagee (Rowe v. 
Wood (1822), 2 Jac. & W. 663). Mere disagreement and want of co-opera- 
tion between the partners is not sufficient ground for the appointment of 
a receiver (Roberts v. Eberhardt (1863), Kay, 148); compare Jefferys v. 
Smith (1820), 1 Jac. & W. 298 ; and see, generally, title Mines, Minerals, 
AND Quarries, Vol. XX., pp. 611 et seq. 

(e) Philips V. Atkinson (1787), 2 Bro. C. C. 272. 

Niemanm v. Niemamn (1889), 43 Ch. D. 198, 202, C. A, 

(g) Blakeney v. Dufaur (1861), 16 Beav. 40 ; compare Pini v. Ron- 
eoroni, [1892] 1 Ch. 633, 637 ; Bargant v. Read (1876), 1 (jh. D. 600 ; 1 Seton, 
Judgments and Orders, 6th ed., p. 760. 

(h) Be Upperton, Ex parte Stoveld (1823), 1 Gl. & J. 303 ; CoUins v. 
Barker, [1893] 1 Ch. 678. 
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right, belonging to him in his character of partner, and cannot be 
transferred to a stranger ; therefore the court will appoint a receiver 
on the application of the trustee of the bankrupt partner as 
against the purchaser of a solvent partner’s share (i). A retired 
partner who is liable for the debts of the firm may be appointed 
receiver (k). 

154 . A receiver and manager, carrying on the business pending 
sale, may enter into such new contracts as are necessary for 
carrying on the business in the mode usual in the particular 
trade (Z). A receiver is not the agent of the partnership, but acts 
on his own responsibility, and incurs personal liability for orders 
given and contracts made by him, subject to a right of indemnity 
out of the assets in respect of all proper transactions (m). Against 
the partners personally, however, a receiver appointed by the court 
has no right of indemnity (w). 

Interference with a receiver is a contempt of court (f>), and maj^be 
restrained by injunction (p) or punished by committal (q). 

There is no fixed rule with regard to the amount of remuneration 
of a receiver and manager; each case depends on its own circum- 
stances (/•). A partner appointed receiver with remuneration is 
entitled to be paid although he may be indebted to the firm (a). 

In the absence of an express covenant, a receiver and manager who 
is functus officio will not be restrained from carrying on a similar 
business on his own account (/). 

(i) Fraser v. Kershaw (1856), 2 K. & J. 496. 

(k) Eoffman v. Duncan (1863), 18 Jur. 69. 

(Z) Taylor v. Neate (1888), 39 Ch, D. 538, 643 (where, however, a limit 
for the amount of such contracts was fixed which the receiver miglit 
not exceed without the consent of the partners or the court). It is not 
unusual to limit a period during which a receiver and manager may act as 
manager, with liberty to apply to the court on the expiration of that period ; 
see 1 Seton, Judgments and Orders, 6th ed., pp. 756, 757. 

(m) Burt, Boiuton and Hayward v. Bull, [1895] 1 Q. B. 276, C. A. ; Boehm 
V. Goodall, [1911] 1 Ch. 166; compare title Companies, Vol. V., p. 379. 

(n) Boehm v. Ooodall, supra. As to the effect of payments by a 
receiver so far as Statutes of Limitation are concerned, see title Limita- 
tion OF Actions, Vol. XIX., p. 79. 

(o) Freeland v. Stansfeld (1864), 2 Sm. & G. 479; Helmore v. Smith (2) 
(1886), 35 Ch. D. 449, C. A. (where a former clerk sent a circular soliciting 
business to customers of the firm) ; King v. Dopson (1911), 66 Sol. Jo. 51 
(where circulars were issued to the effect that the original undertaking was 
no longer carried on ; and see title Injunction, Vol. XVII., p. 260). Judg- 
ment creditors should not levy execution against property of which a 
receiver has been appointed without the leave of the court (Lane v. Sterne 
(1862), 3 Giff. 629 ; DefHes v. Greed (1866), 13 W. R. 632). In a proper 
case the court will give liberty to the receiver to pay the judgment debt 
(Mitchell V. Weise, Ex parte Friedheim, [1892] W. N. 139) or give the 
applicants a charging order on the assets (Armstrong v. Paris (1888), 4 
T. L. R. 247 ; and see title Execution, Vol. XIV., p. 11). 

(p) Dixon V. Dixon, [1904] 1 Ch. 161 ; compare Kitcat v. Sharp (1882), 
31 W. R. 227. 

(q) King v. Dopson, supra. For procedure for committal, see title Con- 
tempt OF Court, Attachment, and Committal, Vol. VII., pp. 309 et seq. 

(r) Prior v. Boaster (1887), 67 L. T. 760; Day v. Croft (1840), 2 Beav. 
488 ; Harris v. Sleep, [1897] 2 Ch. 80; see title Receivers. 

(8) Davy V. Scarth, [1906] 1 Ch. 65. 

(t) Be Irish, Irish v. Irish (1889), 40 Ch. D. 49. 
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Sub Sect. 5. — lnjuncH(m$. 

(i.) In a Going Concern, 

155. The court may grant an injunction whenever it appears 
just or convenient (a) ; and will do so, at the instance of a partner, 
to restrain any other partner from acting contrary to the obligations 
imposed upon him by the partnership relationship, whether such acts 
are an actual breach of express stipulations or a breach of that good 
faith which is the implied duty of every partner. 

156. The plaintiff who claims an injunction against excluding 
him from the partnership must be a partner and not a servant of 
the firm (6), and must be in a position to perform his own part of 
the partnership contract (c). 

157. In the case of a partnership for a fixed term {d) it is not 
necessary that a partner who claims an injunction should also 
claim a dissolution (e) ; but, as a general rule, an interlocutory 
injunction is not granted unless the plaintiff can show facts which, 
if proved at the trial, would entitle him to a dissolution (/). The 
exclusion of one partner by the others from the management of the 
business will be restrained, though dissolution is not claimed ig). 

158. A partner may be restrained by injunction from entering 
into a new partnership with others for carrying on a business of 
the same nature and character as the old partnership before the 
expiration of the term of the old partnership, from publishing 
notices of dissolution, and from using the firm name of the old 
partnership in his new business Qi ) ; and generally, from carrying 


(a) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 25 (8) ; K. S. C., Ord. 60, 
r. 6. It must be just as well as convenient (Beddow v. Beddow (1878), 
9 Ch. D. 89, per Jessel, M.R., at p. 93; Day v. Brownrigg (1878), 10 
Ch D. 294,307,0. A.) ; and see title Injunction, Vol. XVII., pp. 202 etseq., 
240, 250; and see Lindloy, Law of Partnership, 8th ed., pp. 603—610. 

(b) Walker v. Hirsch (1884). 27 Ch. D. 460. 

(c) Smith V. Fromoni (1818), 2 Swan. 330 ; CourI v. Harris (1824), 
Turn. & R. 496, 624. As to the effect of active misconduct, or acquies- 
cence in the misconduct of another, on the part of the applicant for 
relief, see title Injunction, Vol. XVII., p. 260; and as to the general 
principle involved, see ibid,, pp. 219 et sea. ; and see title Equity, 
Vol. XIII., pp. 70, 71. 

(d) As to whether it is necessary to claim dissolution in the case of a 
partnership at will, see title Injunction, Vol. XVII., pp. 249, 250. 

(e) Fairthorne v. Weston (1844), 3 II are, 387 ; Watney v. Trist (1876), 
46 L. J. (CH.) 412 ; Eichardson v. Hastings (1844), 7 Beav. 301. 

if) Smith V. Jeyes (1841), 4 Beav. 503. Differences of opinion, even 
though they may develop into actual quarrels, are not enough to induce 
the court to interfere between partners m a going concern. There must be 
some definite act amounting to breach of faith, breach of the partnership 
contract, illegality or insolvency, or such gross misconduct as to imperil 
the business or to prevent it from being properly conducted ; and in such 
cases the conduct complained of would usually be enough to enable the 
plaintiff to obtain judgment for dissolution if he desired, and framed his 
action with a view to, that relief ; see cases cited in title Injunction, 
Vol. XVII., p. 260, note {g) ; Lemann v. Berger (1876), 34 L. T. 235. 

(g) Hall y. Hall (1860), 12 Beav. 414. In Anon, (1866), 2 K. & J. 441, 
a dissolution was claimed. 

(h) England v. Curling (1844), 8 Beav. 129. 
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on a business on his own account in the firm name (i), or with 
partnership assets (A;); from using the assets of the firm in a 
separate business carried on for his own benefit (1 ) ; from altering 
the partnership property without the consent of his partner (m) ; 
or from drawing, accepting, or negotiating bills of exchange for his 
own purposes in the name of the firm (n). 

So a partner may be restrained from writing plays for a rival 
theatre, contrary to a stipulation in the partnership deed (o ) ; from 
using partnership assets for the renewal of a lease against the will 
of his partner (p) ; from using or granting licences to use a patent 
belonging to the partnership without the consent of the other 
partners ((?) ; or, generally, from such conduct in the management 
of the business as would render it impossible for the business to be 
carried on in a proper manner, or would cause irreparable injury 
to it(r). 
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169 . But an injunction will not be granted in respect of Matters 
matters not falling within the express or implied obligations of the 
partnership agreement (s ) ; nor in respect of a possible breach of rSa\*ionship. 
the articles which may never happen at all and cannot happen till 
a future period (t). 


160 . Partners may obtain an injunction to restrain a trader injunction 
from carrying on business so as to suggest, contrary to the fact, J^gainst third 
that he is their partner or agent and so expose them to a risk of 
litigation or responsibility (a). 


(ii.) In Relation to Disaolution, 


161 . After dissolution, or during an action for dissolution, of Injunctions 
partnership, the court will interfere by injunction, if necessary or 


(i) Ans V. Benham, [18911 2 Cli. 244, C. A. 

(k) Turner v. Major (1862), 3 Giff. 442. 

(l) Gardner v. M*Cutcheon (1842), 4 Beav. 634; see Glassington v. 
Thwaites (1823), 1 Sim. & St. 124 (where all the partners of a firm were 
proprietors of a morning newspaper and had agreed not to be concerned 
in any other morning paper, and some of them afterwards became 
proprietors of an evening newspaper, a general injunction to restrain 
competition, applied for by a partner interested in the morning paper 
only, was refused, the mere temptation of his partners to betray their 
duty to the morning paper not being sufficient ground for interference 
to such extent by the court ; but a limited injuncjtion was granted to 
restrain his partners from publishing news obtained at the exjpense of 
the firm in the evening paper before such news had appeared in the 
morning paper); see also Turner v. Major (1862), 3 Giff. 442. 

(w) Elmslie v. Beresford, [1873] W. N. 152. 

(n) Holders with notice may also be restrained from negotiating such 
bills (Hood V. Aston (1826), 1 Russ. 412 ; see also Jervis v. White (1802), 
7 Ves. 413). 

(o) Morris v. Colman (1812), 18 Ves. 437. 

(p) Clements v. Norris (1878), 8 Ch. D. 129, C. A. 

(q) Blackford v. Ha/wkins (1823), 1 L. J. (o. 8.) (ch.) 141. 

(r) Anderson v. Wallace (1826), 2 Mol. 640; Francis v. Spittle (1840), 
9 L. J. (ch.) 230. 

(«) Glassington v. Thwaites^ supra. 

(t) Coates V. Coates (1821), Madd. & G. 287. 

(a) WaUer v. Ashton, [1902] 2 Ch. 282. 



82 


PabtnehshiI*. 


Sect. 10. 
Enforce- 
ment of 
Rights of 
Partners 
Inter se. 

Intel fertntc 
with busine«.s. 

Improper 
carrying on 
of busiiK s. 


Wrongful 
dealing with 
assets. 


Removal of 
books. 


I fade secret. 


desirable, to preserve the assets, or to restrain any act by a partner 
which would interfere with the rights of the other partners, or with 
the systematic and equitable winding up of the business, by causing 
loss or depreciation of the assets or otherwise: thus a lunatic 
partner will be restrained from interfering to the prejudice of the 
business (/>), but a partner who has been temporarily insane will not 
be restrained from interfering, pending an inquiry into his state of 
mind at the time when his partners ask for dissolution (c). 

A partner will be restrained from carrying on the business except 
for the purpose of winding it up (d) ; from carrying on a branch of 
the partnership business with partnership assets for his own 
benefit (f^); from getting in debts owing to the firm (/), or other 
assets, especially if he has dealt, or is likely to deal, improperly with 
them (ff ) ; or from selling his share to a stranger if his partners are 
entitled, by contract, to an option to buy it (h)> 

A partner will be restrained from taking undue advantage of his 
legal title to eject a partner, or the legal personal representatives 
of a deceased partner, from property held by him in trust for the 
firm (0, or from applying the firm’s assets for his own purposes, 
for example, from dealing with a partnership lease as his own 
property (A). So the executors of a deceased partner may be 
restrained from dealing with a renewed lease otherwise than as 
partnership property (Z). 

An injunction will be granted to restrain a partner from remov- 
ing the partnership books from the place of business and keeping 
them elsewhere, though it amounts to an order to bring them 
back (in). 

The court will restrain the publication of a trade secret where 
the information has been obtained through a partner’s breach of 
contract or duty (??). 


(&) J. V. aS , [18941 3 Ch. 72; see title Lunatics and Persons of 
Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., p. 443. 

(c) Anon. (1856), 2 K. & J. 441 ; see Jones v. Lloyd (1874), L. R. 18 
Eq. 265. 

{d) Be Tastet v. Bordenave (1822), Jac. 516. 

(e) Turner v. Major (1802), 3 Giff. 442: see Be David and Matthews, 
[1899] 1 Ch. 378, 382. 

if) Bead v. Bowers (1793), 4 Bro. C. C. 441. 

(0) O'Brien v. Cooke (1871), 6 I. R. Eq. 61 ; Uartz v. Schrader (1803), 
8 Vos. 317. 

(h) Homfray v. Foihergill (1866), L. R. 1 Eq. 667. 

(1) Hawkins v. Ilawkins (1858), 4 Jur. (n. s.) 1044. 

(k) Elliot V. Brown (1791), 3 Swan. 489, n. 

(l) Alder v. Fouracre (1818), 3 Swan. 489 ; see Be Biss, Bus v. Biss, 
[1903] 2 Ch. 40, 67, 61, C. A. But the lessor will not be restrained from 
granting the renewed lease. 

(m) ureatrex v. Qreatrex (1847), 1 De G. Sc Sm. 692 ; see Partnership 
Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 24 (9). 

(n) Morison v. Moat (1862), 21 L. J. (cii.) 248, C. A., affirming S. C. 
(1861), 9 Hare, 241 ; followed and applied in the following cases of master 
and servant or principal and agent : — Tuck <0 Son v. Priester (1887), 19 
Q. B. D. 629, C. A.; Lamb v. Evans, [1893] 1 Ch. 218, C. A.; Bobb v. 
Green, [1896] 2 Q. B. 316, C. A. In Morisonv. Moat, supra, the defendant 
was a volunteer. Different considerations would arise if the defendant 
were a purchaser for value of the secret without notice of any obligations 
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162 . After dissolution, if the assets are divided between the 
partners, each of them is entitled, in the absence of contrary agree- 
ment, to use the name of the old firm, unless the other partners 
would thereby be exposed to a risk of litigation or responsibility ; 
and an injunction will not be granted to restrain such use (o), 
unless it exposes the other partners to risk of liability (p). Whether 
this danger exists depends on the circumstances of the case (q). 

Although the court has refused to restrain a surviving partner, 
who was also executor and trustee of a deceased partner, from carry- 
ing on a similar business, a surviving partner must not carry on 
a rival business so as to lead to the belief that it is the partnership 
business, and so appropriate the goodwill of the business (r). 

Where, on dissolution, the goodwill of the business becomes the 
property of one of the partners, another partner will not be restrained 
from stating that he was formerly a partner in the old firm, but he 
will be restrained from using the name of the firm so as to suggest 
that he is carrying on the old business (a); and a continuing partner, 
who has purchased the assets, but not the goodwill, nominatim, may 
be restrained from using, in the style of the firm, the name of his 
former partner (h). 

If two partners have agreed that, on dissolution of the partnership, 
the goodwill shall belong solely to one of them, the other will be 
restrained from doing anything calculated to depreciate its value. 
Accordingly, although he may, in the absence of contrary agree- 
ment, do business with the customers of the old firm, he will be 
restrained from canvassing them and from soliciting them either 
to deal with him or not to deal with the purchasing partner (c). 
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affecting it {Morison v. Moat (1861), 9 Hare, 241, 263) ; and see titles 
Injunction, Vol. XVII., pp. 264, 266 ; Masteb and Servant, VoL XX., 
p. 126. But an injunction to restrain publication, by a partner, of a book 
explanatory of a patent which belonged to the partnership was refused, as 
publication was not likely to injure or endanger the patent (Blackford v. 
Hawkins (1823), 1 L. J. (o. s.) (CH.) 141). 

(o) Bemks V. Otbson (1865), 34 Beav. 666. As to trade names, see title 
Trade Mares, Trade Names, and Designs. 

(p) Webster v. Webster (1791), 3 Swan. 490, n. 

(q) Burchell v. Wilde, [1900] 1 Ch. 561, 564, C. A. (where the court held 
that the risk was “ not substantial in any business sense ** ) ; Townsend v. 
Jarman, [1900] 2 Ch. 698 ; see Oray v. Smith (1889), 43 Ch. D. 208, C. A. ; 
Chappell V. Griffith (1886), 63 L. T. 469 ; compare Lewis v. Langdon (1836), 
7 Sim. 421 (where an im unction was granted against the executor of a 
deceased partner), and HiU v. Fearis, [1906] 1 Ch. 466 ; and see Levy v. 
Walker (1879), 10 Ch. D. 436, C. A. 

(r) Davies v. Hodgson (1867), 26 Beav. 177, 182, 183; Be David and 
Matthews, [1899] 1 Ch. 378, 383. Where a surviving partner bought his 
deceased partner’s share of the trade property from his executors, alegatee 
of a share of the deceased partner’s goodwill was held not entitled to 
enforce a sale of the goodwill (Boberston v. Quiddington (1860), 28 Beav. 629). 

(a) Hookham v. Pottage (1872), 8 Ch. App. 91 , compare Matthews v. 
Hodgson (1886), 2 T. L. R. 899, C. A. 

(b) ScoU V. Bowland (1872), 20 W. R. 608. 

(o) Trego v. Hunt, [1896] A. C. 7, approving Labouchere Dawson (1812), 
L. R. 13 Eq. 322, and Leggott v. Barrett (1880), 16 Ch. D, 306, C. A.; 
applied in Jennings v. Jennings, [1898] 1 Ch. 378 ; GiiXlingham v. Bsddow, 
[1900] 2 Ch. 242. By the exercise of this jurisdictioii, a partner who has 
become entitled by oontoact to the goodwill is plsieed in the same posstlaa 
as any other purchaser of the goodwill of a bAiKiinqss.; qompare Chvxtom 



84 


Partnership. 


Sect. 10. 
Enforce- 
ment of 
Bights of 
Partners 
Inter se. 

Breach of 
agreement 
against 
competition. 


Injunctions 
against 
partners 
who are 
purchasers 
of shares. 


Publication 
of discon- 
tinuance of 
connection. 


But the restriction from canvassing does not apply to a partner 
expelled under a power in the articles (who, however, must not carry 
on the business as the business of the old firm), nor to a purchaser 
^rom the trustee in bankruptcy of a bankrupt partner (d). 

If a partner, who has sold his share of the business to his partners, 
has undertaken not to conijDete with them, he will be restrained by 
injunction from acting contrary to such undertaking (c). But where 
a vendor has aided his wife in subsequently commencing a similar 
business with her separate property, the court may refuse to restrain 
the vendor from breach of an agreement not to carry on or be 
interested in any similar business (/). 

163. Where a partner has agreed to buy his partner’s share of 
the business, the court may refuse, pending an action for specific 
performance of the agreement, to restrain him from publishing 
the accounts of the business with a view to its resale to a com- 
pany ({/), If a partner who has agreed to buy his partner’s share 
carries on the business with the whole assets, without paying the 
purchase-money, the vendor’s remedy is not by an injunction but 
by an action for an account, unless the purchaser commits acts of 
waste (/i). 

164. On dissolution a partner may be restrained from advertising 
that a publication belonging to the partnership, which ought to be 
sold as an asset, will be discontinued, but not from advertising 
the discontinuance of his connection with it (t). 


v.DotjoZa« (1869), John. 174; Cruttwell v. Lye (1810), 17 Ves. 336 (where 
Lord Eldon, L.C., gave a definition of “ goodwill *’ which is now regarded 
as too narrow; see Trego v. Hunt, [1896] A. C. 7, 17, 23, 27) ; Curl 
Brothers, Ltd, v. Webster, [1904] 1 Ch. 685; see also titles Injunction, 
Vol. XVII., p. 249 ; Trade and Trade Unions. 

(d) Dawson v. Beeson 22 Ch. D. 604, 607, C. A. ; Walker v. Mottrem 

(1881), 19 Ch. D. 366, C. A. ; see Mogfordy, CouHenay (1881), 45 L. T. 303. 

(6) Turnery, Evans (1862), 2 De G. M. & G. 740, C. A. ; Williams y. 
Williams (1818), 2 Swan. 263; compare Gli^ord v. Phillips (1907), 61 Sol. 
Jo. 748. So, too, a breach of a mere undertaking not to compete, upon 
which an arbitrator has acted in fijting the price of the goodwill, has been 
restrained upon the ground of fraud and bad faith, although the award 
was silent with regard to the restriction (Harrison y, Goraner (1817), 2 
Madd. 198). See Dean v. MacDoweU (1878), 8 Ch. D. 346, C. A. (where it 
was held that the remedy for breach of covenant not to engage in business 
except for the benefit of the partnership is by action for an injunction or 
dissolution ; and that an action for an account of profits made m the busi- 
ness which is not a competing business cannot be maintained, nor can the 
business itself be claimed as part of the partnership assets) ; see also 
note (a), p. 76, ante, 

(f) Smith V. Hancock, [1894] 2 Ch. 377, C. A. (where the Court of Appeal 
dismissed plaintiff’s appeal, but without costs). 

(a) Marshall v. Watson (1868), 26 Beav. 501. 

(n) Cofton V. Homer (1818), 6 Price, 537. 

{%) Bradbury v, Dickens (1869), 27 Beav. 63. 



Part VI. — ^Dissolution. 


65 


Part VI. — Dissolution. 

8eot. 1 . — Otherwise than by the Court. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — On Notice, 

166. Subject to any agreement between the partners®, a 
partnership for an indefinite period may be dissolved by any 
partner at any moment by notice to the others (Z). The dis- 
solution takes effect from the date specified in the notice, or, 
if none is specified, from the date of the communication of the 
notice 

166. The notice must amount to an unambiguous intimation of 
a final intention to dissolve the partnership (n), and must be served 
on all the partners unless the articles otherwise provide (o). A 
notice duly given cannot be withdrawn without the consent of the 
partner or partners served (p), and is valid although the partner 
receiving it is a lunatic Even if the partnership has been 
originally constituted by deed, a written notice signed by the partner 


(Ic) See Mo 88Y. ElpMoJct [1910] 1 K. B. 846, C. A., affirming S. C., [1910] 
1 K. B. 465 (where an agreement that the partnership was to be terminated 
“ by mutual arrangement only ” was held to be an agreement within the 
meaning of the Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 32). For 
forms of deeds ot dissolution, see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, 
Vol. IX., pp. 691, 694. 

(l) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), ss. 26 (1), 32 (c) ; Craw- 
shay V. Maule (1818), 1 Swan. 496, 608; Peacock v. Peacock (1809), 16 
Ves. 49 ; Heath v. Saneom (1832), 4 B. & Ad. 172, 176 ; Miles v. Thomas 
(1839), 9 Sim. 606, 609. If the business has been carried on upon pro- 
perty belonging to one partner and there has been no lease thereof to 
the firm, any right of occupation which the other partner had ceases 
upon the dissolution (BenJtam v. Gray (1847), 6 C. B. 138); see p. 23, 
ante ; and see note (a), p. 62, ante, 

(m) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 32. A partnership 
at will is dissolved, in the absence of previous notice, from the date of 
service, not from the date of issue, of the writ in an action for dissolution 
(Unsworth v. Jordan^ [1896] W. N. 2). As a dissolution is subject to the 
taking of the accounts, no partner can reap an unfair advantage by giving 
unseasonable notice (Featheretonhaugh v. Fenwick (1810), 17 Ves. 298, 
309 ; compare Chavany v. Van Sommer (1770), 1 Swan. 612, n.). As to 
the effect of- death, see p. 86, post, 

(n) Compare Parsons v. Hayward (1862), 4 De G. F. & J. 474 ; Steuart 
V. Gladstone (1879), 10 Ch. D. 626, 660, C. A. 

(o) Wheeler v. Van Wart (1838), 9 Sim. 193; Van Sandau v. Moore 
(1826), 1 Buss. 441. 

(p) Jones V. Lloyd (1874), L. E. 18 Eq. 265. A fortiori if there accrues 
to the recipient of the notice an option to purchase the share of the retiring 
partner {Warder v. Stilwell (1866), 3 Jur. (n. 8.) 9). Nor will a valid 
notice become inoperative owing to an irregularity in the mode of taking 
the accounts consequent upon it (Steuart v, Gladstone, supra, at p. 654). 
The parties may, however, waive a valid notice by subsequent negotia- 
tions (Laycock v. Bulmer (1844), 13 L. J. (ex.) 166). 

(q) Robertson v. Lockie (1846), 16 Sim. 286; MeUersh v. Keen (1869), 
27 Beav. 236 ; but see Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 36 (a), 
(b); Lunacy Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 6), s. 119; and title Lunatics 
AND Persons of Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., p. 443. 
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giving it is sufficient (r), and in some cases formal notice is not 
necessary (s). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — On Effluxion of Time or CompUtion of Adventure. 

167. Subject to any agreement between the partners, a partner- 
ship for a fixed term, or for a single adventure, is dissolved by the 
expiration of the term or by the completion of the adventure, as 
the case may be (t). except so far as it is deemed to continue for the 
purpose of winding up its affairs {a). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — On Death of Partner, 

168. Subject to any agreement between the partners, a partner- 
ship is dissolved as regards all the partners by the death of any 
partner (^). If a partner gives a valid notice of a dissolution but 
dies before the expiration of the notice, the partnership is dissolved 
by the death and not by the notice (c). 

Unless the articles otherwise provide, neither the surviving 
partners nor the personal representatives of a deceased partner are 
entitled or bound to continue a partnership, though the term thereof 
may be unexpired at the time of the death (d). 

169. No notice of the death is necessary in order to terminate the 
liability of the deceased partner for partnership debts contracted 
after his death {e). Where goods are ordered before, but delivered 


(r) Partnersbip Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 26 (2) ; see Doe d. 
Waithman v. Miles (1816), 4 Camp. 373. If the partnership deed requires 
dissolution by deed only, a submission under seal of all matters in dispute, 
followed by an award under seal vesting the partnership assets in one 
partner as trustee for the purpose of winding up the business, is a sufficient 
compliance with the deed {Hutchinson v. Whitfield (1830), Hayes, 78). 

(«) Pearce Y, Lindsay (1860), 3 DeG. J. & Sm. 139 (where, after disputes 
and attempted settlement of accounts, a long correspondence as to items 
of account ensued, without any reference to new business or continuing 
connection) ; Baqshaw v. Parker (1847), 10 Beav. 632 (where the partner- 
ship was determinable on a specified event which happened). 

(t) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 32 (a), (b) ; and see 
p. 24, ante. 

(a) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 38; and see p. 97, 
post. As to the continuation of a partnership beyond the fixed term 
without any express new agreement, see Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 
Viet. o. 39), s. 27 ; and p. 23, ante. 

{h) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 33 (1) ; Crawshay v. 
Collins (1808), 15 Ves. 218, 227 ; Vulliamy v. NohU (1817), 3 Mer. 693, 
614; Crawshay v. Maule (1818), 1 Swan. 496, 608; and see title 
Executors and Administrators, Vol. XIV., p. 221. 

(c) Bell V. Nevin (1866), 16 W. R. 86. 

(d) Pearce v. Chamherlain (1760), 2 Ves. Sen. 33 ; OiUespie v. Hamilton 
(1818), 3 Madd. 261 ; see Lancaster v. Allsup (1887), 67 L. T. 53; title 
Executors and Administrators, Vol. XIv., p. 221. 

(e) Vulliamy v. I^ohle, supra, at p. 614 ; Crawshay v. Maule, supra, at 

p. 608; Devaynes v. Noble, Houlton^s Case (1816), 1 Mer. 628, 616; and 
see Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 36 (3). As to the effect 
of dissolution, by death or otherwise, on contracts with persons 
employed by the firm, see title Contract, VoL VII., p. 431 ; PhiUips v. 
Alhambra Palace Co„ [1901] 1 Q. B. 69; Tosher v. Shepherd 6 

H. &; N. 676; Friend v. Young, [1897] 2 Ch. 421, 429; see also titie 
Master and Servant, VoL XX., p. 94. 
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after, the death of a partner, the debt accrues on the delivery of the 
goods, and the vendor therefore, although he had no notice of the 
death, cannot make the deceased partner’s estate liable for the 
price (/). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — On Bankruptcy of I\ntner, 

170. Subject to any agreement between the partners, a partner- 
ship is dissolved as regards all the partners by the bankruptcy of 
any partner (^^), and the estate of the bankrupt thereupon ceases to 
be liable for the partnership debts incurred after the bankruptcy, 
though the party dealing with the firm is ignorant of it (//). 

SuB-Seot. 5. — On Making of Charging Order on Partner's Shaie, 

171. If a charging order is made (i) upon a partner’s share in 
respect of his separate debt, the other partners may dissolve (/r). 

SuB-SECr. 6 . — On Partnership becoming IllcgaL 

172. Whenever on the happening of any event the partner- 
ship business itself, or the carrying on thereof by the members of 
the firm in partnership, becomes illegal, the partnership is ip )80 
facto dissolved (1). 

if) Friend v. Young, [1897] 2 Ch. 421 (where a contract of agencv was 
held to be determined by the death of a partner in the agent’s nrm) ; 
Bagel v. Miller, [1903] 2 K. B. 212 ; and see Partnership Act, 1890 
(53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 9; title Agency, Vol. I., pp. 233, 234. 

(g) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 33 (1) ; see Fox v. 
Banbury (1776), Cowp. 445, 448 ; Hague v. Eolleeton (1768), 4 Burr. 2174; 
Thomason and Uipgip v. Frere (1808), 10 East, 418, 426; from which 
cases it would appear that the dissolution takes effect from the act of 
bankruptcy, subject to the doctrine of relation back ; and see Bankruptcy 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 62), s. 43 ; title Bankruptcy and Insol- 
vency, Vol. II., pp. 161, 181 et seq, ; Be Houghton and Watts, Ex parle 
Bobinson (1833), 3 Deac. & Ch. 376. It is the adjudication and not the 
presentation of the petition which dissolves the partnership (Ex parte 
Smith (1800), 6 Ves. 296). The rule that, on the bankruptcy of one 
partner, the firm is dissolved was, before the Partnership Act, 1890 
(63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), held not to apply to mining partnerships (Be Borron, 
Ex parte Broadbeni (1834), 1 Mont. & A. 635, 638; Bentley v. Bates (1840), 
4 Y. & C. (EX.) 182 ; but see the criticism of these cases in Dodds v. 
Preston (1888), 69 L. T. 718, C. A.). Such cases seem to be now governed 
by the Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 33 (1). 

(h) Ib^d s. 36 (3) ; see alsop. Ill, post A proviso forfeiting a partner’s 
share on his bankruptcy is void ; see title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, 
Vol. II., p. 151 ; see also ibid., pp. 13, 28, 61, 68. 

(t) Under the Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 23 (2) ; 
see p. 69, ante. 

(k) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), ss. 23 (2), 33 (2) ; see 
Brown, Ja/nson <& Co. v. Hutchinson d: Co., [1896] 1 Q. B. 737, C. A., per 
Bindley, L.J., at p. 738 ; title Execution, Vol. XIV., p. 11. Under the 
former law, the taking in execution of a partner’s share dissolved the 
partnerslup, and the execution creditor became a tenant in common with 
the other partners of the pfurtnership property (Skipp v. Harwood (1747), 
2 Swan. 686; Taylor v. Fields (1799), 4 Ves. 396; Chapman v. Koops 
(1802), 3 Bos. & P. 289 ; Mayhew v. Merrick (1849), 7 C. B. 229 : Aspinatl 
V. London amd North Western Bail. Co. (1853), 11 Hare, 326, 330; com- 
pare Johnson V. Evans (1844), 7 Man. & G. 240). 

(Z) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 34 ; Esposito v. P'^d^ 
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. Sub-Sect. 7.— On Expulsion of Partnef, 

173. Expulsion of a partner by a majority is invalid, unless 
power is reserved by express agreement (m). A power of expulsion 
conferred by articles of partnership cannot be exercised to deter- 
mine a partnership at will arising after the expiration of the 
term(n). Such power must be exercised in the utmost good 
faith (o) by all the partners whose concurrence may be necessary 
under the partnership con tract (j?). 

A partner whom it is proposed to expel is, as a general rule, 
entitled to an opportunity of meeting the case against him (g). He 
must be given a reasonable opportunity of explanation (?•), and his 
partners are not entitled to spring a notice of dissolution on him 
without giving him preliminary warning and calling his attention 
to the cause of complaint (a). 

Sect. 2. — By the Court. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Courts having Jurisdiction. 

174. The courts which have jurisdiction to dissolve a partnership 
in England are the following : — 

(1) The High Court of Justice, to the Chancery Division of which 


(1857), 7 E. & B. 763, Ex. Ch. ; and see Griswold v. Waddington (1818), 
16 Johnson’s Reports, 67; affirmed (1819), 16 Johnson’s Reports, 438. 
With regard to illegal partnerships, see pp. 16 et seq., ante. 

(m) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 26. 

(n) Clark v. Leach (1863), 1 De G. J. & Sm. 409. 

(o) Barnes v. Youngs, [1898] 1 Ch. 414 ; Carmichael v. Evans, [1904] 
1 Ch. 486. It must not be exercised for the exclusive benefit of one or 
more partners individually, but for the benefit of the whole partnership 
(Blisset V. Daniel (1863), 10 Hare, 493, 622 ; see also Steuari v. Gladstone 
(1879), 10 Ch. D. 626, 660, C. A.). 

(p) Smith V. Mules (1862), 9 Hare, 666, 670; and see Fisher v. Jackson, 
[1891] 2 Ch. 84, 93, 94; Blisset v Daniel, supra. 

iq) Barnes v. Youngs, supra. But this is not so when the power is 
vested in one partner only in terms which show that he is to be sole judge 
for himself {Bussell v. Bussell (1880), 14 Ch. D. 471, distinguishing Hlisaaf 
V. Daniel, supra, and Wood v. Woad (1874), L. R. 9 Exoh. 190). “The sole 
ground of the other decisions, that it was a power given to a number of 
persons, not to be exercised capriciously, of course disappears when you have 
a power given to a single person which could be exercised capriciously ” 
{Bussell V. Bussell, supra, per Jessel, M.R., at p. 480). The same cases 
have also been distin^ished from a case in which the power of expulsion 
arose under a specific provision that no partner should directly or 
indirectly enter mto any other business. “They are no authorities for 
holding that notice must be given in case of a specific provision. ... It is 
rather analogous to the ordinary clause in a lease” {Cooper v. Page (1876), 
34 L. T. 90, per Hall, V.-C., at pp. 92, 93). Nor is it necessaiy to hear 
the accused partner when the partner giving the notice is not in a quasi- 
judicial position, e.g., when the notice of expulsion merely puts certain 
proceedings into train whereby the question whether another partner is 
entitled to expel him can be determined {Green v. Howell, [1910] 1 Ch. 495, 
C. A.). For an appropriate form of notice, see Encyclopfiedia of Forma 
and Precedents, Vol. IX., p. 606. 

(r) Wood V. Wood, supra ; Blisset v. Daniel, supra ; compare Cooper v. 
Poga, supra. 

(s) Barnes v. Youngs, supra, per Romer, J., at p. 418 ; compare Green 
V. Howdl, supra. For appropriate forms of notice, sec Encyelopsedia ol 
Forms and Precedents, Vol. Ix., p. 605. 
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all causes and matters for the dissolution of partnerships or the 
taking of partnership accounts are specially assigned (a). 

(2) The Chancery Courts of the Counties Palatine of Lancaster 
and Durham, in respect of persons and things within the areas of 
their respective jurisdictions {b). 

(8) The county courts, which have the same jurisdiction as the 
High Court in actions for dissolution of partnership in which the 
aggregate partnership assets do not exceed £500 in amount or 
value (c). 

(4) The judge in lunacy, who has power to dissolve a partnership 
in the case of a partner becoming a lunatic (d). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Action for Di»»oluii<m. 

176 . An action to enforce a dissolution of partnership must be 
commenced by writ and not by originating summons (<?). It is no 
objection to such an action that the partnership is one at will 
only(/), or that it might be wound up under the statutory pro- 
visions (g) for winding up companies {h). If the terms of the 
partnership are disputed, the court may on dissolution order an 
inquiry (t) ; and alternative claims may be made for dissolution and 
rescission of the partnership contract (A*). 


(а) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 34 (3) ; Judicature Act 
(Ireland), 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 67), s. 36 (6) ; see title Courts, Vol. IX., 
pp. 60, 61. For the origin of the growth of the exclusive jurisdiction of 
equity, see title Equity, Vol. XIII., pp. 4 et seq., 38, 39. 

(б) See Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 23), s. 3 ; 
Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 23 (2) ; title Courts, Vol. 
IX., pp. 120 et seq. 

(o) County Courts Act, 1888 (61 &; 62 Viet. o. 43), s. 67 (7) ; see title 
County Courts, Vol. VIII., p. 445. For provisions relating to the 
transfer to the Chancery Division of an action commenced in the county 
court, and for transfer to the county court from the Chancery Division of 
actions which might have been commenced in the county court, see title 
County Courts, Vol, VIII., pp. 440, 442. Similar provisions for Ireland 
are contained in the County Offices and Courts (Ireland) Act, 1877 (40 & 
41 Viet. c. 66), ss. 33 (1), 35—37. 

(d) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 6), s. 119, re-enacting the first 
clause of the Lunacy Regulation Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 70), s. 123 ; 
see title Lunatics and Persons op Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., pp. 414, 
442, 443. The power is exercisable by a master (Lunacy Act, 1891 (54 
&; 66 Viet. c. 65), s. 27 (1); Rules in Lunacy, 1892, r. 10). In Ireland 
the Lord Chancellor may, when a partner becomes a lunatic, dissolve a 
partnership (Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act, 1891 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 22), 
e. 73). 

(e) As to the general practice in the Supreme Court, see title Practice 
AND Procedure. As to the grounds upon which dissolution may be 
ordered, see pp. 90 ef seq., post. As to the effect of dissolution upon 
contract of service with the nrm, see title Master and Servant, Vol. XX., 
pp. 94, 95; and see i6id., p. 113. 

(/) Master v. Kirton (1796), 3 Ves, 74. 

ig) See title Companies, Vol. V., p. 648. 

(k) Clements v. Bowes (1852), 17 Sim. 167, 174. 

(<) Thorp V. Holdsworth (1876), 3 Ch. D. 637 (where an order for dissolii- 
lion was made on motion for judgment on admissions in the pleadings, 
the defendant disputing the terms of the partnership agreement, but 
admitting the partnersnip and not disputing the right to dissolve). 

{k) Bagot v. Easton (1877), 7 Ch. D. 1, C. A. 
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176. The right of a partner to claim a dissolution by the court 
maybe controlled by an arbitration clause contained in the partner- 
ship articles (Z). If such clause applies to all matters in dispute 
between the parties, the arbitrators have power to award a dissolu- 
tion (vi) ; and, upon the application of the defendant, the court may 
order a stay of the action and refer the matter to arbitration (n). 
But the court has complete discretion in the matter. Therefore, if 
charges of fraud or dishonesty or of want of good faith are made 
hand fide by one partner against the other, or if questions of law 
are likely to arise which are more fit for the^ court than a lay 
tribunal (o), or if the attempted reference is made vexatiously (p), 
a stay of the action for dissolution may, and generally will, be 
refused {q). 

Sub Sect. 3. — Grovnda of Dissolution, 

(i.) Insanity. 

177. The insanity of a partner does not per se dissolve the partner- 
ship (r), but is a ground for the dissolution thereof by the court by 
reason of the incapacity of the insane partner to perform his part 
of the partnership contract ( 5 ); and the court will not compel 


(l) As to the validity of such a clause, see Lee v. Page (1861), 30 L. J. 
(CH.) 857. Whether the matters in dispute fall within the clause is a 
question for the court to decide (Piercy v. Young (1879), 14 Ch. D. 200, 
0. A.), unless he parties have expressly agreed to leave it to the arbitrator 
(Willesford v. Watson (1873), 8 Ch. App. 473 ; Qilletty. Thornton (1876), 
L. R. 19 Eq. 699, 605) ; and see title Arbitration, Vol. I., pp. 445, 451. 

(m) Bussell v. Bussell (1880), 14 Ch. D. 471, approved of in Walmsleyv. 
White (1892), 40 W. R. 676, C. A. ; see Vawdrey v. Simpson^ [1896] 1 Ch. 
166, 168 ; Machin v. Bennett, [1900] W. N. 146 ; Belfieldv. Bourne, [1894] 
1 Ch. 621, 623 ; Law v. Garrett (1878), 8 Ch. D. 26, C. A. (where the forum 
selected by the partner was a foreign commercial court) ; Plews v. Baker 
(1873), L. R. 16 Eq. 664 ; see also Green v. Waring (1764), 1 Wm. Bl. 476; 
Simmonds v. Swaine (1809), 1 Taunt. 649. 

(w) Under the Arbitration Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 49), s. 4 ; see title 
Arbitration, Vol. I., p. 451. The onus of showing that the case is not 
suitable for arbitration is on the party opposing the application to stay 
{Vawdrey Y. Simjyson, supra ; Cook v. Catchpole (1864), 10 Jur. (n. 8.) 1068). 
The court wiU, in special circumstances, appoint a receiver pending the 
arbitration ; see Plews v. Baker, supra ; Pini v. Boncoroni, [1892] 1 Ch. 
633 ; Gillett v. Thornton, supra. In Law v. Garrett, supra, a receiver was 
refused, but liberty was given to apply ; so also in Machin v. Bennett, supra, 
but without prejudice to an application at a later stage. 

( 0 ) Vawdrey v. Simpson, supra ; see Bussell v. Bussell, supra, questioning 
the reasoning of Wickens, V.-C., in Willesford v. Watson (1871), L. R. 14 
Eq. 672, 678; compare Care v. Crew (1893), 41 W. R. 359; Turnell v. 
Sanderson (1891), 64 L. T. 654. 

(p) Barnes v. Youngs, [1898] 1 Ch. 414 ; Joplin y, Posilethwaite {1%%^), 
61 L. T. 629, C. A. 

(q) Witt V. Corcoran (1873), 8 Ch. App. 476, n. ; compare WillesfordY, 
Watson (1873), 8 Ch. App. 473, 480. 

(r) Wreotham v. Hudleston (1734), 1 ^wan. 614, n. ; Waters v. Taylor 
(1813), 2 Ves. & B. 299, 303 ; Anon. (1865), 2 K. & J. 441, 447. Until 
dissolution the power of a lunatic to bind his ffrm seems to continue 
notwithstanding the rule that the lunacy of the principal revokes the 
authority of an agent (Yonge v. Toynbee, [1910] 1 K. B. 216, C. A.). If, 
however, an action for dissolution be pending, the lunatic may be 
restrained from interfering (J. v. 8., [1894] 3 Ch. 72). 

(<) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 64 Viot. c. 39), s. 35 (a) ; Jones v. Noy 
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partners to carry on the business in conjunction with the committee Sect. 2. 
of the lunatic partner (a). By the 

In order to constitute such a ground the disorder must be Court, 
permanent and not merely of a temporary character, for if 
there' is a prospect of recovery the court will not dissolve the mustte 
partnership {b). permanent. 

If the court is not satisfied that the insanity is permanent and inquiry may 
still exists at the time when relief is sought, an inquiry may be ordered, 
directed (c), but, if the partner has been found lunatic by inquisition, 
such inquiry may not be necessary (</), 

178. Belief may be given not only on the application of any Applicants 
partner, but also on that of the committee or next friend of the 
insane partner or other person entitled to intervene on his 

behalf (e). 

179. The costs of the action, in the absence of special circuin- Costs of 

stances, are paid out of the partnership assets (/). action. 

180. When the partnership is a partnership at will, it is dissolved. Date of 
in the absence of previous notice, from the issue of the writ (p) ; ‘^solution, 
but, if notice to dissolve has been served on the lunatic partner, 

then from the date of such notice (/t). If the partnership is for a 
fixed term, it is dissolved from the date of judgment (i) ; if, however, 
provision has been made in the articles for dissolution in the event 
of insanity, the dissolution takes effect from the date contemplated 
in them, and not from the date of judgment (k). 


(1833), 2 My. & K. 126, 129 ; Leafy. Coles (1861), 1 De G. M. & G. 171, 174 ; 
Sayer v. Bennet (1784), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 107, 109. 

(a) Bowlands v. Evans, Williams v. Howlands (1861): 30 Beav. 302. 

(b) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 36 (a) ; Jones v. Noy 
(1833), 2 My. & K. 125, 129 ; Pearce v. Chamberlain (1750), 2 Ves. Sen. 33, 
35 ; Wrexham v. Hudleston ( 1734), 1 Swan. 614, n. ; Sayer v. Bennet, supra ; 
Leaf V. Coles, supra ; Jones v. Lloyd (1874), L. R. 18 Eq. 266 ; Anon. 
(1866), 2 K. & J. 441, 462 ; Sadler v. Lee (1843), 6 Beav. 324. 

(c) As in Sayer v. Bennet, supra ; Patey v. Patey (1836), 6 L. J. (cii.) 
198 (where, the action being brought by the lunatic, his committee was 
added as a party); Kirby v. Carr (1838), 3 Y. & C. (ex.) 184; S. C. 
sub nom. Kirby v. Cox, 8 L. J. (ex. eq.) 31. 

(d) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 35 (a) ; see Milne v. 
BaHJet (1839), 3 Jur. 358. 

(e) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 36 (a) ; see Besch v. 
Frolich (1842), 1 Ph. 172 ; Fishery. Melles (1870), L. R. 18 Eq. 268, n. ; 
Jones y. Lloyd, supra (where a receiver was appointed on the application 
of the next friend, but it was doubted whether he could cairy the action 
further, and whether a committee ought not to be appointed for this 
purpose) ; but see the Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), 


8. 35 (a). „ , 

( f) Jones V. Welch (1865), 1 K. & J. 765, following the order in Besch v. 
Frolich, supra. 

(a) Kirby y. Carr (1838), 3 Y. & C. (ex.) 184. , 

(h) Mellersh y. Keen (1859), 27 Beav. 236; Robertson v. LocJcie (1846), 
16 Sim. 286. . 

(t ) And not retrospectively from issue of the writ : a forttort, not from tne 
date of commencement of the insanity (Besch v. Frolich, supra : Sander y. 
Bandit (1846), 2 Coll. 276 ; Leaf v. Coles (1862), 1 De G. M. & G. 417 ; 


Jones V. Welch, su/pra). 
(k) Ba jshaw v. Farl 


drker (1847), 10 Beav. 632. 



l^ARTlfEBSBl^. 




Sect. H. 

By the 
Court* 

Permanent 

incapacity. 


Misconduct. 


(ii.) DUahlement 

181. Permanent incapacity, arising otherwise than from insanity, 
of a partner to perform his part of the partnership contract is a 
ground for dissolution by the court, on the application of any other 
partner (/). 

(in.) Conduct Prejudicial to Partnership, 

182. Such conduct by a partner as, in the opinion of the court, 
is calculated to prejudice the carrying on of the partnership business 
affords a ground for its dissolution by the court, on the application 
of an innocent partner (m). Begard must, however, be had to the 
nature of the partnership (n) ; thus, the adultery of a partner is no 
reason for dissolving a mercantile partnership ; but the immoral 
conduct of one of two medical partners who also act as accoucheurs 
may be a sufficient ground (o), and embezzlement of trust funds 
of clients by a solicitor entitles his partner to an immediate 
dissolution (p). 


(iv.) Breach of Partnership Agreement and Unreasonable Conduct, 

Breach of 183. Wilful persistent breaches of the partnership contract by 
contract. a partner afford ground for dissolution by the court, but merely 
trivial or occasional violations are not sufficient, unless in the latter 
case they are also serious {q). 


(l) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 36 (b) ; Whitwell v. 
Arthur (1866), 36 Beav. 140 (where the incapacity was due to paralysis : 
as, however, the health of the partner improved before the tri^, further 
proceedings were stayed, but liberty to apply was reserved). 

(m) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 35 (c). 

(n) Jbid. As to what is infamous conduct in a professional respect, sec, 
as to medical men, title Medicine and Puarmacy, Vol. XX., pp. 321, 322 ; 
and as to solicitors. Be a Solicitor, Ex parte Law Society, [1912] 1 K. B. 
302; title Solicitors; see also Clifford v. Timms, [1908] A. C. 12, 
affirming Hill v. Clifford, Clifford v. Timms, Clifford v. Phillips, [1907] 2 
Ch. 236, C. A., and reversing Clifford v. Timms, [1007] 1 Ch. 420 (a case 
of “ professional misconduct ” by a dentist) ; Clifford v. Phillips, [1908] 
A. C. 15. 

(o) See Snow v. Milford (1868),. 18 L. T. 142, per Lord Komillt, M.B., 
at p. 143 ; Anon, (18.'55), 2 K. & J. 441, per Wood, V.-C., at p. 445. 

(p) Essell V. Hayward (1860), 30 Beav. 158 ; compare Pearce v. Foster 
(1886), 17 Q. B. D. 636, C. A., which shows that conduct may be prejudicial 
to the business, though not directly connected with it ; e.g,, gambling on the 
Stock Exchange by a confidential clerk justifies his dismiss^ from a business 
which has nothing to do with stock and share dealings ; and the conviction of 
a partner for travelling on the railway without a ticket, with intent to avoid 
payment of the fare, may justify a notice of expulsion (Carmichael v. 
Evans, [1904] 1 Ch. 486). 

(q) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 85 (d) ; Goodman v. 
Whitcomb (IH20), 1 Jac. & W. 689, 592 ; Loscombey, Bussell (iS30), 4 Sim. 8, 
11 ; Andersony, Anderson (1867), 25 Beav. 190 (where one instance of breach 
of the partnership contract in ei^ht years was held to be insufficient ground 
for the interference of the court ; though, as both parties admitted that it 
was useless to continue the partnership, a dissolution was ordered). ** It 
must be a studied, prolonged and continued inattention to the application 
of one party calling upon the other to observe that contract,’* i.e, the 
contract of partnership (Marshall v. Colman (1820), 2 Jac. & W. 286, per 
Lord Eldon, L.C., at p. 268). 
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Generally, the court interferes whenever the conduct of a partner 
in matters relating to the partnership business renders it not 
reasonably practicable for the other partner or partners to carry on 
the business on the footing originally contemplated, without injury 
to all parties (r). 

Thus, while mere partnership squabbles are not sufficient to induce 
the court to order a dissolution (a), if a state of complete and per- 
manent animosity exists, so that the breach between the partners is 
irreparable and mutual confidence is destroyed, the court will grant 
relief (a). Similarly, neglect to account for money received, 
especially if so frequent as to be almost systematic (/>), or the 
application of sums received to the payment of private debts (c), or 
refusal to account and the taking away of the partnership books ( J), 
being acts inconsistent with the duty of a partner and destruc- 
tive of the mutual confidence which ought to subsist between 
partners (e), afford good grounds for relief. 

184 . The court will not order dissolution on the application of 
the partner guilty of misconduct (/) ; nor, on the other hand, will 
it usually order such a partner to pay the costs of an action for 
dissolution by another partner up to the trial (//). 

(v.) Fartnership Basuma Carried on ai a Loa^. 

186 . Every partnership is entered into with a view to profit, and, 
if the business can only be carried on at a loss, the whole purpose 
of the partnership fails, and it may be dissolved upon the application 
of any partner, although the original term for which it was formed 
has not expired (fe). 


(r) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. o. 39), s. 35 (d) ; Waters v. 
Taylor (1813), 2 Ves. & B. 299 ; Harrison v. Tennant (1856), 21 Beav. 482 ; 
Watney v. Wells (1861), 30 Beav. 56, 60 ; Smith v. t/eyes (1841), 4 Beav. 
603, 606. 

(s) Wray v. Hutchinson (1834), 2 My. & K. 236. 

(a) Baxter v. West (I860), 1 Drew. & Sm. 173; Harrison v. Tennant, 
supra; Leary v. Shout (1864), 33 Beav. 682; Atwood v. Maude (1868), 
3 CJh. App. 369, 373 ; compare Pearce v. Lindsay (1860), 3 De G, J. & Sm. 
139, C. A. 

(h) Chessman v. Price (1866), 36 Beav. 142. 

(c) Smith V. Jeyes, supra, 

(d) Charlton v. Poulter (“ the Brewers* Case ’*) (1753), 19 Ves. 148, n. 

(e) Smith v. Jeyes, supra, at p. 606. 

{j[) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. e. 39), s. 35 (d). “ No party is 

entitled to act improperly and then to say that the conduct of the partners 
and their feelings towards each other are such that the partnership cannot 
continue ; and this court will not allow any person so to act and thus to 
take advant^c of his own wrong ” (Harrison v. Tennant, supra, per 
Bomilly, M.R., at p. 492). Lord Cairns* dictumio the contrary effect in 
Atwood V. Mau^, supra, at p. 373, has now been definitely displaced by 
the Partnership Act, 18^ (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 35 (d). 

(q) Hawkins v. Parsons (1862), 8 Jur. (n. s.) 452. 

(h) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 35 (e) ; Jennings v. 
Baddeley (1866), 3 K. & J. 78 ; Bailey v. Pord (1843), 13 Sim. 496 (where 
the court, on motion before the hearing, appointed a person to sell the 
business and wind up the partnership) ; see Be Suburban Hotel Co, (1867), 
2 Oh. App. 737, per Lord Cairns, L.J., at p. 744. If the errors can be 
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Partnership. 


Sect. S. 
By the 
Court. 


On just and 

equitable 

grounds. 


(vi.) ir//ere iJissolution is Just and Equitable, 

186. The courfc may dissolve a partnership in any case where 
circumstances have arisen which, in its opinion, render it just and 
equitable to do so (i). 

Sect. 8. — Return of Premiums, 


Discretion to 187. If a partnership, on entering into which one partner nas 
order return of paid a premium to the other, is for a fixed term, and is prematurely 
of^^remLm*^^ dissolved, the court may, in the absence of any agreement regu- 
o premium, matter, or waiver, or release express or implied (A;), order 

the return of the whole or a proportionate part of the premium (Z). 
Exceptions. This equity, however, does not arise if the dissolution is due to 
death (m) or bankruptcy, unless attributable to some breach of 
partnership duty on the part of the partner who received the 
premium (?i); or if the partnership has been dissolved by an 


attributed to special circumstances and cannot clearly be traced to any 
inherent defect in the business, the court will refuse the relief (Randy- 
aide v. Campbell (1901), 17 T. L. R. 623). See also Baring v. Dix (1786), 
1 Cox, Eq, (Jas. 213 ; compare Wilson v. Church (1879), 13 Ch. D. 1, C. A., 
pr Cotton, L.J., at p. 65: “If the purposes of the partnership cannot 
be carried into effect with any reasonable prospect of profit, the court 
can, and does, dissolve the partnership** ; ana see S. C.,8 m6 nom. National 
Bolivian Ncmigaiion Co. v. Wilson (1880), 5 App. Cas. 176. 

(t) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 36 (f). The question 
what is just ana equitable within the meaning of this provision has not, 
apparently, formed the subject of judicial decision ; but the similar provision 
in the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 £dw. 7, c. 69), s. 129, 
enabling the court to wind up a limited company when it is just and 
equitable, has not been read as being ejusdem generis with the preceding 
words of that enactment ; see title Companies, Vol. V., p. 397, and cases 
there cited. 

(k) See Bond v. Milhum (1871), 20 W. R. 197, explained in Boohe v. 
Nisbet (1881), 60 L. J. (ch.) 688; compare Andrewes v. Jones (1866), 12 
L. T. 229 ; Brewer v. Yorke (1882), 46 L. T. 289, C. A. 

(l) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 40. “ The principle 

upon which the court interferes is that the consideration, in respect of which 
the money is paid, fails and is not obtained by the person who pays the 
money, in consequence of an unforeseen interruption ** ( Freeland v. Stans- 
feld (1864), 2 Sm. & G. 479, per Stuart, V.-C., at p. 484) ; see similar 
statements of the principle in Tattersall v. Qroote (1800), 2 Bos. & P. 131, 
per Lord Eldon, L.C., at p. 134 ; in Bullock v. Crockett (1862), 3 GifP. 507, 
per Stuart, V.-C., at p. 612 ; and in Edmonds v. Eobinson (1885), 29 Ch. D. 
170, by Kat, J., at p. 176. As to premiums paid under misrepresentation, 
see Jauncey v. Knowles (1860), 29 L. J. (cn.) 96 ; and p. 69, ante. 

(m) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 40 ; Whincup v. Hughes 
(1871), L. R. 6 C. P. 78 ; Ferns v. Carr (1886), 28 Ch. D. 409. But if the 
partner taking the premium knows at time that he is suffering from 
a fatal disease and this is not known to the partner paying the premium, 
on the death of the former during the term an apportionment may be 
ordered on the ground of fraud (Mackenna v. Parkes (1866), 16 L. T. 500) ; 
and see title Contract, Vol. VIi., p. 483. 

(n) Akhurst v. Jadkson (1818), I Wils. (ch.) 47 (where it is said : “ Bank* 
ruptcy is the contingency incident to every partnership. ... It is not a 
breach of the contract : it is a determination of the partnership by the 
means by which it was in its nature liable to be determined ’*). But the 
court has ordered a return of part of the premium where the partner who 
paid the premium was made bankrupt by the recipient (Hamil v. Stokes 
(1817), 4 Price, 161); and where the recipient became bankrupt, having 
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agreement containing no provision for a return of any part of the 
premium (o) ; or when the dissolution is brought about by the 
misconduct of the partner who has paid it(p). Incompetence is not 
misconduct and does not, in itself, form a bar to this equity, 
especially if such incompetence was known to the partner receiving 
the premium at, or almost at, the commencement of the partnership 
and was the ground of his demanding an increased premium (q). 

Where the partnership has been dissolved without any fault of 
either party (r), or if there are faults on both sides (s), or if the 
recipient of the premium has himself caused the dissolution (t), the 
equity will be enforced by the court (u). 

188 . In determining the amount of premium to bo returned 
the primary consideration is that of time, that is, the ratio of the 
actual to the agreed term of the partnership ; the premium, being 
treated as paid for the whole term, is apportioned between the time 
which the partnership lasted and the unexpired residue (n). 


been in embarrassed circumstances at the commencement of the bank- 
ruptcy, the partner who paid the premium had no notice thereof 
(Freeland v. Stansfeld (1854), 2 Sm. & G. 479) ; but a return will not be 
ordered where he had notice (Akhurst v. Jackson (1818), 1 Wils. (CH.) 47). 

(o) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 40 (b) ; Lee v. Fage 
(1861), 30 L. J. (cii.) 857 ; Belfield v. Bourne, [1894] 1 Ch. 621, 627 ; 
compare Handyside v. Campbell (1901), 17 T. L. R. 623. 

(p) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. o. 39), s. 40 (a) ; Atwood v. 
Maude (1868), 3 Ch. App. 369; Yates v. Cousins (1889), 60 L. T. 636; 
Bullock V. Crockett (1862), 3 Giff. 607 ; Bluck v. Capstick (1879), 12 Ch. D. 
863 (where the unpaid premium was ordered to be paid by the j?uilty 
partner). Conduct, though objectionable and such as would entitle his 
partner to a dissolution, is not sufficient to deprive the partner paying the 
premium of his right to return of premium (IFilson v. Johnstone (1873), 
L. K. 16 Eq. 606) ; nor is it material that the latter is the party who 
seeks the dissolution (Atwood v. Maude, supra). 

(q) Atwood V. Maude, supra, at p- 376; Brewer v. YorJee (1882), 46 
L. T. 289, C. A., where Brett, L. J., at p. 293, said : “ Mere incom- 
petence, however great, without proof of damage caused thereby, ought 
not to be ground for declining, upon a dissolution of partnership, to return 
the proportionate amount of premium ** ; but Holker, L.J., dissented 
from this statement of the law (ibid., at p. 296). 

(r) Atwood V. Maude, supra; compare Aireyy. Borham (1861), 29 Beav. 
620. 

(s) Astle y. Wright (1856), 23 Beav. 77 ; Pease v. Hewitt (1862), 31 Beav. 
22 . 

(t) See cases cited in note (p), supra; Bullochy. Crockett, supra; and see 
Bury V. Allen (1846), 1 Coll. 689 (where the misconduct was principally that 
of the partner receiving the premium) ; Uamil v. (1817), 4 Price, 161. 

(u) Compare the cases, relating to apprenticeship, cited in title Master 
AND Servant, Vol. XX., pp. 104, note (n), 105, note (k). 

(a) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 40, which provides 
that regard is to be had to two matters, namely: (1) the terms of the 
partnership contract, and (2) the actual duration of the partnership. 
“ The court has always treated it, I believe, as a mere arithmetical 
question** (Wilson v. Johnstone, supra, per AVickbns, V.-C., at p. 609); 
see Bury v. Allen, supra; Pease v. Hewitt, supra; Brewer v. Yorke, supra. 
But it is difficult to apply “ the principle of extension of the premium over 
the whole term of the partnership ** where part of the consideration is not 
referable to the whole of the a^eed period (Bullock v. Crockett, supra) ; and 
in many decisions before the Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 39), it 
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189. The question of a return of premium should be dealt with 
at the trial of the action for dissolution ; afterwards the leave of 
the court is necessary, and this is only given if the circumstances 
are such that the court would give leave to bring a supplemental 
action (6). 

When the articles contain an arbitration clause wide enough 
to empower the arbitrators to award a dissolution, they also have 
power to consider the terms of the dissolution, including the 
question of the amount, if any, of premium to be returned (c). 

190. If a premium is paid by a partner on entering into a 
partnership at will, none, as a general rule, is returnable, in the 
absence of fraud, or of an express stipulation on the point (d). 

Sect. 4. — Notice of Dissolution. 

191. Any partner is entitled to give public notice of a dissolution 
or change in the membership of the firm, and to require the con- 
currence of his partners for that purpose in any necessary or 
proper acts which cannot be done without such concurrence {e). 

192. Old customers of a firm, who deal with it after a change 
in its membership, are entitled to treat the former apparent 
partners as still being partners until they have actual notice of 
the change. As regards them, notice of the dissolution published 
in the Gazette (/) is not per se sufficient (g). But evidence has 
been admitted of facts showing that it was probable that an old 
customer had seen the Gazette (h). 

Notice to old customers is usually given by circular letter, but 
any mode by which actual knowledge is given suffices. Change by 
a bank of its forms of cheque may be sufficient notice to an old 
customer who has drawn cheques in the new form (t). One inser- 
tion of an advertisement of dissolution, in a newspaper proved to be 
taken by the customer and to have been left at his house, has 
been admitted as evidence of notice, though not proved to have 
reached his hands (;/) ; but evidence of such insertion was excluded 
where it was not proved that he was in the habit of taking the 


was said that the court would consider all the circumstances ; see, e.g., 
Lyon V. Tweddell (1881), 17 Ch. D. 629, C. A. 

(6) For example, if the facts were first discovered after the judgment in 
the action; see Edmonds v. Robinson (1885), 29 Ch. D. 170. 

(c) Belfield v. Bourne^ [1894] 1 Ch. 621, distinguishing TattersaU v. 
Oroote (1800), 2 Bos. & P. 131. 

(d) See TattersaU v. ^oote, supra, at p. 134. But, in the case of a 
partnership for no definite time, the recipient cannot dissolve the partner- 
ship immeaiately and retain the premium; see Featherstonhaughy, Turner 
(1868), 26 Beav. 382, 391. 

(e) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 37 ; see Troughton v. 
Hunter (1864), 18 Beav. 470 ; Hendry v. Turner (1886), 32 Ch. D. 365. 

(/) As to publication of notice in the Gazette, see the text, infra, 

ig) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 36 (1) ; Graham v. Hope 
(1792), Peake, 208 [154J ; Gorham v. Thompson (1791), Peake, 60 [42] ; Ue 
Hodgson, Beckett v. Ramsdale (1886), 31 Ch. D. 177, 184, C. A, 

(h) Godfrey v. Macauley (1796), Peake, 209, n. 

(i) Barfoot v. GoodaU (1811), 3 Camp. 147. 

(;) Jenkins v. Blizard (1810), 1 Stark. 418. 
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newspaper, though it circulated in the town where he resided (/f). 
The execution by a customer of a power of attorney to the new 
firm has been held to be powerful evidence of knowledge of the 
retirement of a partner (/); and proof of the preparation and trans- 
mission by a solicitor of the draft of a deed of dissolution may 
throw upon him the burden of showing the abandonment of 
intention to dissolve (??0* 

193. Sufficient notice is given to those who have not dealt with 
the firm before the date of the change or dissolution by the 
insertion of an advertisement in the London, Edinhurffh, or Dublin 
Gazette, according as the firm has its principal place of business in 
England, Scotland, or Ireland (??). It is immaterial whether they 
have seen the advertisement in the Gazette or not; but an advertise- 
ment in any other newspaper cannot be given in evidence without 
preliminary proof that the customer was in the habit of taking 
that paper (o). A public advertisement in papers, taken at a 
reading room where the creditor w^as in the habit of reading the 
palmers, has been received as evidence of knowledge, in a case in 
which there was no notice in tlie Gazette (p). 

Sect. 5. — Windinef ttp of Partnership Business, 

Su»-Sect. 1. — Con' in nation of Partner a Anihoriti/, 

194. After dissolution, the partnership subsists merely for the 
purpose of completing pending transactions, winding up the business, 
and adjusting the rights of the partners (r/); and for these purposes. 


(A) Norwich and Lowestoft Navigation {Proprietors) v. Theobald (1828), 
Mood. & M. 153. 

(Z) Halt V. Alexander (1837), 2 M. & W. 484. 

(m) Paterson v. Zachariah and Arnold (1815), 1 Stark. 71. 

(n) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 36 (2) ; soo Wrightson 
V. Pullan (1816), 1 Stark. 375 ; Godfrey v. Turnbull and Macaulay (1795), 
1 Esp. 371, sub nom. Godfrey v. Macantey (1795), Peake, 209, n. As to the 
liability of a sleeping partner, see p. 38, ante. A notice of a dissolution 
in the Gazette is admissible to prove such dissolution without being stamped 
(Jenl'ins v. Eliza rd (1816), 1 Stark. 418) ; but a notice in the Gazette of an 
agreement to dissolve, in order to be admissible as proof of such agreement, 
must be stamped (May v. Smith (1795), 1 Esp. 283). As to stamp duty 
generally, see title Revenue. For a form of notice of dissolution and 
other forms relating thereto, see Encyclopfedia of Forms and Precedents, 
Vol. IX., p. 607; Vol. XVI., p. 453. The signature of the notiex) of dis- 
solution must be verified by a statutory declaration made by a solicitor 
of the Supreme Court 

(o) Lecson v. Holt (1816), 1 Stark. 186. 

(p) Booth V. Quin and Jauncy(l%\^), 7 Price, 193 ; but as to the weight 
of such evidence see Tlart v. Alexander, supra, at pp. 491, 494; see also 

V. Humble (1812), 16 East, 169. 

(q) Beak v. Beale (1675), 3 Swan. 627, n. ; Crawshay v. Maule (1818), 1 
Swan. 495, 507. Where the business of a partnership, the term of which 
had expired, was continued by both partners merely for the purpose of 
realisation and winding up, it was held that their conduct showed an 
intention not to continue the former business, and that a clause in the 
partnership articles, providing for purchase by the survivor of the share 
of the other on his death, had ceased to be applicable (Myers v. Myers 
(1891), 60 L. J. (CH.) 311). As to drawing on partnership banking 
accounts by a surviving partner, see title Bankers and Banking, 
Vol. I., pp. 604, 606. 

H.L. — X--' 
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and these only, the authority, rights and obligations of the partners 
continue (?•)• 

195. Each partner has, after dissolution, authority to give a 
valid security on partnership property for money required for the 
completion of a pending contract («) ; and any partner may, it seems, 
after dissolution, receive a debt and give a release or take a bill for 
it, although the terms of dissolution provide that, as between the 
partners, the debts should only be received by one of them (a). 

Where two partners enter into a joint speculation with a third 
party, and afterwards dissolve partnership, the dissolution of their 
partnership does not prevent the third party, who continues to rely 
upon their joint responsibility, from holding them jointly liable (6). 

A recognition of a debt in a letter from one ex-partner of a 
dissolved firm to another was held not to amount to such a promise 
or undertaking (c) to pay the debt as to take it out of the Statutes of 
Limitation (d) ; and part payment of a debt by a continuing 
partner after dissolution does not prevent a Statute of Limitation 
from running in favour of a retiring partner (r). 

An arrangement between the members of a dissolved partnership 
that the debts of the firm shall be paid and the affairs wound up by 
a particular partner does not bind creditors of the firm even if they 
have notice of such arrangement if ) ; but a charge by a partner on 


(r) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viot. o. 39), s. 38 ; compare Booth v. Parka 
(1828), 1 Mol. 466; TFood v. Braddick {ISOS), 1 Tannt. 104, 106; Lewis v. 
Beilly and Watson (1841), 4 Per. & Dav. 629. “ There may bo a partner- 

ship, where, whether the parties have agreed for the determination of it at 
a particular period, or not, engagements must, from the nature of it, be 
contracted, which cannot be fulfilled during the existence of the partner- 
ship ; and the consequence is, that for the purpose of making good those 
engagements with third persons it must continue ; and then, instead of 
being, as it was a general partnership, it is a general partnership ; deter- 
mined, except as it still subsists for the purpose only of winding up the 
concerns” {Crawshay v. Collins (1808), 16 Ves. 218, per Lord Eldon, L.C., 
at p. 226). ” Where the partnership business is in one sense at an end, 

still you have not therefore put an end to the joint transactions. They 
must necessarily bo carried on for the purpose of winding up the concern 
and everything belonging to it” (Crnikshanh v. M'Vicar (1844), 8 Boav. 
106, 'per Lord Xangdale, M.R., at p. 116). With regard to the difference 
between a continuing partnership and one in course of winding up as 
affecting the liability of a retired partner for acts of the continuing 
partner, see Smithy, TFtnter (1838), 4 M. & W. 464; see also pp. 24, 37, 
ante. 

(«) Bwtehart v. Dresser (1863), 10 Hare, 463 ; affirmed on appeal, 4 Do 
G. M. & G. 642, C. A. As to the power of a surviving partner, after 
dissolution, to give security for a past partnership debt, see Be Clough, 
Bradford Commercial Banking Co. v. Cure (1886), 31 Ch. D. 324; and see 
p. 27, ante. As to pledges in favour of bankers, see title Bankers and 
Banking, Vol. I., p. 634. 

(a) Kina v. Smith (1829), 4 C. & P. 108. But as between the partners 
there would be accountability ; see p. 47. ante, 

{b) Ault V. Goodrich (1828), 4 Russ. 430. 

\e) See title Limitation of Actions, Vol. XIX., pp. 68 ei sea. 

(d) Be Hindmarsh (1860), 8 W. R. 203. 

(a) Watson v. Woodman (1876), L. R. 20 Eq. 721. The rule is different 
where the retirement is secret (Be Tucker, Tucker v. Tucker, [1894] 3 Ch. 
429, C. A.); see title IaIMItation of Actions, Vol. XIX., pp. 74, 76. 

(/) Smith V. Jameson (1794), 6 Term Rep. 601. 
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his private property to secure his firm’s baukiug account (g) is not 
available as a security for debts to the bank which are 
incurred after his death by the surviving partners who continue 
the business (/<). 

Sud-Sect. 2, —Didtrihuium uf VrofiU made afUr Ihssohiiion* 

196. Deeds of partnership frequently provide that, when a 
partner retires or dies, the continuing or surviving partners shall 
buy his share, or have the option of doing so, upon specified terms 
^\ith regard to time and mode of payment, rate of interest, or pro- 
portion of profits instead of interest, and other matters. Where 
such a provision is made and complied with in all material respects 
by the continuing or surviving partners, the outgoing partner is not 
entitled to any further or other share of the profits made after 
dissolution, except to the extent, if any, prescribed by such 
provisions (?). 

Where a surviving partner exercises an option to buy a deceased 
partner’s share at a valuation, but such valuation is not completed 
till some months after the death, the dissolution takes effect 
as at the date of the death, and the executors of the deceased 
partner are entitled to a share of profits up to the date of the 
valuation and to interest on the amount of the valuation after that 
date. But compensation for his work will, as a rule, be allowed to 
the surviving partner before ascertaining the amount of profit 
divisible (/i). 

197. If there is no such provision (0, or if the terms of such 
an option (/) are not complied with, and the remaining partners 
continue to use the assets in the business, the outgoing partner or 
his estate has the option of taking either interest at 5 per cent, 
per annum on the value of his share of the assets, or such share 
of the profits made after dissolution as the court may find to be 
attributable to the use of such share (711). Where executors of a 


(g) As to advances by bankers, see title Bankebs and Banking, Vol. I., 
pp. 630 et seq, 

{h) Bank of Scotland v. Christie (1841), 8 Cl. & Fin. 214, II. L. 

(i) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 42 (2); compare 
Vyse V. Foster (1874), L. R. 7 H. L. 318, with Willett v. Blanford (1842), 
1 Hare, 263 ; and see p. 64, ante, 

(k) Yates v. Finn (1880), 13 Ch. D. 839, 841 ; Brown v. Be Tastet(\%2\)t 
Jac. 284, 298, 299; see p. 63, ante. Such compensation wan refused where 
the surviving partner was executor of the deceased, and carried on the 
trade for himself and the children of the deceased (Burden v. Burden (1813), 
1 Vcs. &B. 170; Stocken v. Dawson (1843), 6 Beav. 371, 376; affirmed on 
appeal, Stocken v. Dawson (1848), 17 L. J. (ch.) 282, 286 ; compare Cook v. 
ColUnaridge (1823), Jac. 607, 621, 623). 

(l) See the text, supra, and p. 63, ante. 

(m) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), s. 42 (1); see p. 63, 
ante. For the prmciple on which the court acted before this statute, see 
Wedderbum v. Wedaerbum (No. 4) (1866), 22 Beav. 84, per Romillt, 
M.R., at p. 99 ; see also Vyse v. Foster (1874), L. R. 7 H. L. 318. It was 
well established that the use of the assets after dissolution, by partners 
who continued the business, entitled the outgoing partner to share in the 
profits produced by their use until a final settlement of accounts (Feather^ 
stonhaugh v. Fenwick (1810), 17 Ves. 298, 309; Turnery, Jfofor (1862), 
3 Gi£F. 442). 
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deceased partner accept interest on the value of their testator’s 
share from dissolution to the date of payment, they cannot subse- 
quently elect to take a share of profits instead (n). 


198 . It is a question for the court what proportion of the profits 
made after dissoliitit)ii are, in the special circumstances, properly 
attributable to the assets of a retiring, bankrupt, or deceased 
partner (o). So, when continuing partners continue to use the 
assets of the dissolved partnership in the business, a retiring partner 
may )>e entitled to an inquiry what assets have been so used, what 
use has been made of them, and an account of the profits made in 
such business since the dissolution (j)); and, in ascertaining the 
amount of the share of an outgoing partner, the value of the good- 
will of the business, if any, must be taken into account; but it 
depends upon circumstances whether or not it has any appreciable 
value (q). Tlie share of profits payable after dissolution in respect 
of the assets of a retiring, bankrupt, or deceased partner is not 
necessarily the share to which he was entitled before dissolution (?•). 


199 . In the case of a loan of trust money forming part of the 
estate of a deceased partner by his trustees, of whom two were 
his surviving ])artners, to the members of his late firm, although 
the loan may be secured by mortgage of partnership property (a), 
the trustees are personally liable not only to make good the money 
so used, but to account for the profits made by such use, or to pay 
inteiest at 5 per cent, per annum, and in such a case an inquiry 
will be diiectod whether it is to the interest of the ccstuis (jac 
tvmt to take interest or profits (!/). If the partners of such 
ii ustees have notice of the breach of trust they are under the same 
liability (/>). Ho, wdiere the executor of a deceased partner 
mipropcrly uses liis testator’s assets in the business carried on by 


(w) Smith V. Everett (1859), 27 Beav. 446 

(1853). 4 Do G. M. &G. 164, per Turner, L.J., 
llaJe^ 253 ' following and approving Willett v. Blanford (1842), 1 

(p) Fenihcrstonhangh v. Fenwick (1810), 17 Vos. 298 309 

disposal of good- 

(r) “ 1 he nature of the trade, the manner of carrying it on the canital 
employed, the state of the account between the pLtnership and^the 
(U^eosed partner at the time of his death, and the conduct Vnfrties 
after his death may materially affect the rights of the parties” (Willeit 
V. hlanford, supra, per Wigram. V.-C at n 979 \ [irtuen 

should bo whether the profits were made by any and^what applications 
the fund constituting the capital at the date of diJointion or^^ 
application of any other and what funds {Crawshaij v. Collins 1 180ft f 
In • /? subsequent observations as to his decr^ 

in the latter casein GoWins (1826) 2 Rima 

with the larger capital of a deceased partner, wrongfuUnSIimfn^ tl 
so on his OH a account, the court annortioued tlul ^ 

after making aJl proper allowances including conmensatio^for* 
inont to the surriv^mg partner (Fates v. (ISS^rfs Ch D 

(а) Townend v. Townend (1859), 1 GiU 201 • see „ w ' 

(1808), 8 Ch. App. 323. n. ’ ^ ^iockton v. Buninng 

(б) Flookton v. Dunning, supra. 
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him as surviving partner, he is the person liable to account ; but 
persons subsequently taken into partnership by him are not liable 
unless they have notice of the breai h of trust (<•). 

Where an executor or trustee is charged with interest instead of 
profits, such interest may, upon special grounds — for example, where 
there was a duty to call in and accumulate — be calculated with yearly 
rests, although his partners may only be liable to make good the 
principal sum with simple interest (<0. 

200 . The circumstances in which tlie assets are employed after 
the expiration of the partnership term l>y one partner may be such 
as to imply a new partnership at will, in which event the rights of 
the parties may continue to be governed by provisions applicable to 
the previous partnership (c). 

Sua-SEC1\ 3 . — litaUsafioH and Ihsposal of Jss(tn, 

(i.) In (ienertd. 

201. Upon dissolution each partner is entitled, as against the 
other partners in the linn, and all persons claiming through them 
in respect of their interests as partners, to have the paitnership 
property applied in payment of the linn’s debts and liabilities, and 
to have tlie surplus assets applied in payment of what is due to 
the partners after deducting what may bo due from tliem to the 
firm(/). Subject to any contrary agreement, this implies a right 
to have the assets sold {(f) to provide a fund for discliargo of 
liabilities, and for the adjustment of the rights of the partners 
among themselves. 

Partnership articles often contain provisions intended to obviate 
a sale, especially in the event of a partial dissolution, and such pro- 
visions, if they can be actcvl upon, bind the partners. If, however, 
such provisions cannot be carried out, a sale may be Jiecessary, 
although the articles may provide for tlio distribution of the asscds 
among the partners in specie, and in this event any partner or his 
representatives may apply to the court to wind up the affairs of the 
firm (/i). 

(c) Macdonald v. Bichardsonj Richardson v. Marten (\S5S), I Giff. 81,89. 

(d) Jones v. Foxall (1852), 15 I3eav. 388. 395, 396; Williams v. Powell 
(1852), 15 Beav. 461, 470, For the principles on which the court acts in 
cases of this kind, see also Docker v. Somes (1834), 2 My. k, K. 655, per 
Lord Brougham, at p. 655; Vyse v. Foster (1874), L. It. 7 II. L. 318, per 
Lord Selborne, at p. 344 ; and see title Money ani> Money-Lending, 
Vol. XXL, p. 43. 

(c) Parsons v. Hayward (1862), 4 Do G. F, & J. 474; see p. 23, ante. 

if) Partnership Act. 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 39. This provision 
gives express statutory recognition and effect to the equitable lion which 
a partner has on the property of the firm and on the shares of his co- 
partners; see, further, pp. 61, 62, ante, 

ig) Wild V. Milne (1859), 26 Beav. 504; Feather stonhaugh v. Fenwick 
(1810), 17 Ves. 298 ; Burdon v. Barkvs (1861), 3 Giff. 412 ; (1862), 4 De (i. 
P. & J. 42, C. A.; Steward v. Blakeway (1869), 4 Ch. App. 603, 609; 
compare Re Bourne, Bourne v. Bourne, [1906] 2 Ch. 427, 430, 431, 0. A. ; 
Bigden v. Pierce (1822), Madd. & G. 353. 

(h) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. e. 39), s 39 ; Taylor v. Neate 
(1888), 39 Ch. D. 638; compare Cook v. Colling rUhje (1823), Jac. 607 ; and 
as to the principles upon which the court acts in ordering a sale, see 
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(ii.) fkilt hj Order of Court, 

202. A sale may be ordered by the court where an option for a 
surviving or continuing partner to purchase at a valuation is not 
exercised (z) or is a fraud upon the bankruptcy law (fc) ; but where 
an agreement for purchase by a surviving partner at a valuation 
cannot be carried out in the precise manner stipulated, in con- 
sequence of the omission to provide for an umpire, the court may 
decline to order a sale and substitute itself for the arbitrators (1), 

203. When land is partnership property, properly so called, the 
court will order it to be sold, even though there are no outstanding 
partnership debts 0>0; when it is really the subject not of 
partnership, but of part ownership, it is not partnership property (n), 

204. A sale under an order of the court will be carried out in 
the manner most beneficial to the common interest (o). Such an 
order may be made on motion before trial of the action, where the 
partnership is clearly dissolved (p), or even where it is not dissolved 
but the position of the business is daily growing worse (q). 

The matter is frequently referred to a master in order that he 
may consider the best course to pursue, and the best way of selling (r) ; 
if necessary, a receiver and manager may be appointed until sale (s) ; 
and generally the court ^^ill mould its order to meet the circum- 
stances of each case. For instance, when one partner has a greatly 
preponderating interest in the concern, liberty may be given to him 


ihe text, supra. The same principles should, so far as practicable, guide the 
partners in disposing of the assets out of court. With regard to the 
valuation of and mode of dealing with unsaleable a.ssets, see p. 103, post, 
(i) Downs V. Collins (1848), 6 Hare, 418. 

{l() Wilson V. Greenwood (1818), 1 Swan. 471 ; Collins v. Barker, [1893] 
1 Ch. 578 ; Whitmore v. Mason (1861), 2 John. & H. 204. 

{1) Dhiham v. Bradford (1869), 5 Clh. App. 519. “It is not the very 
essence and substance of the contract, so that no contract can be made out 
except through the medium of the arbitrators ** {ibid., per Lord IlATriERUET, 

L. C., at p. 523; approved in Uordem v. Hordern, [1910] A. C. 465, 474, 
P. C.). 13ut in Collins v. Collins (1858), 26 Beav. 306, the court declined to 
appoint an umpire on the refusal of the valuers of the parties to do so. 

(w) Wild V. Milne (1859), 26 Beav. 504; and see Re Bourne, Bourne v. 
Bourne, [1906] 2 Ch. 427. As between the real and personal representa- 
tives of deceased partners, the proceeds of sale of partnership land arc 
deemed to bo personal estate; see p. 56, ante. 

(m) Steward v. Blakeway (1869), 4 Ch. App. 603 ; see also p. 6, ante. In 
such a ease a co-owner is entitled to partition, but not to a sale, except 
under the Partition Acts, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 40), and 1876 (39 &; 40 
Viet. c. 17) ; see title Partition, Vol. XXL, pp. 834 et seq. 

(o) Taylor v. Reate (1888), 39 Ch. D. 538 ; Leaf v. Coles (1851), 1 De G. 

M. & G. 171. 

(«) Crawshay v. Maule (1818), 1 Swan. 495; compare Broadwood v. 
Goding (1835), 5 L. J. (cu.) 96. 
iq) Bailey v. Ford (1843), 13 Sim. 495. 

(r) Wilson v. Greenwood, supra ; Madgwick v. Wimble (1843), 6 Beav. 
495, 502 ; Leaf v. Coles, supra ; Crawshay v. Maule, supra, at p. 529 : 
compare Blyth v. Blyth (1861), 4 L. T. 536. 

(«) Waters v. Taylor (1813), 2 Ves. & B. 299 (where the court allowed the 
pailies to submit proposals for the interim management of an opera bouse) ; 
and see title Beceivers. 
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to submit proposals for the purchase of the shares of the other 
partners (t). 

The court may give liberty to all or any of the partners to bid, 
but in that event the conduct of the sale is not given to those 
who have such liberty ; neitlier may they interfere in any way with 
the sale (a). 

In the absence of fraud, a partner who is entrusted with the 
winding up of the partnership affairs is not solely liable for loss 
resulting from an injudicious sale of the assets (6). 

205. Book debts should be sold with the business when it is 
sold as a going concern (r). 

Assets wdiich are unsaleable must be charged in the accounts at 
a valuation (d). 


(iii.) Paijmcnt of Losses, 

206. In the absence of contrary agreement, losses, including 
losses of capital, are payable first out of profits, nextt)ut of capital, 
and, in case of deficiency, by the partners in the proportions in 
which they would be entitled to share profits (f ). 

Where partners agree to contribute capital in uneciual shares but 
to divide the profits equally, and the assets prove insufficient to 
make good the capital, each pxrtner is treated as liable to contribute 
an equal share of the deliciency, and then the assets are applied in 
paying to each partner rat )ably what is due to him from the firm in 
respect of capital (/). 

(iv.) AjipHcation of ^issfls 

207. The assets, including contributions, if any, by partners to 
make up losses and deficiencies of capital, are applicable in the 
following manner and order : — 

(1) Pajmient of the liabilities of the firm to persons who are not 
partners ; 

(2) liepayment rateably of advances by partners to the firm ; 

(8) liepayment rateably of the capital of the partners ; 


(t) Syers v. Syers (1876), 1 App. Cas. 174, 183 (where an inquiry was 
directed what was the value of the interest of the other partners). 

(rt) TTtW v. Jlfi/ne (1859), 26 Bcav. 504 ; Dean v. If (1878), 10 Ch. D. 
136. 

(h) Cragg v. Ford (1842), 1 Y. & C. Ch. Cas. 280. 

(e) Johnson v. Uelleley (1864), 34 Beav. 63 : and the title of a periodical 
published by a partnership firm has been held to form part of the assets 
which ought to be realised, for what it may be worth, ou dissolution 
{Bradbury v. Dickens (1859), 27 Beav. 53). 

(d) This nile has been applied to emoluments from personal appoint- 
ments {Smith V. 3Iule8 (1852), 9 Hare, 556), and to an unassignable mail 
contract held by a partner {Ambler v. Bolton (1872), L. 11. 14 Eq. 427). 
But a specific undertaking, which is the ob ect of the partnership, may be 
ordered to be carried out, and the ultimate account posiponca until its 
completion {McClean v. Kennard (1874), 9 Ch. App. 336). 

(«) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 dc 54 Viet. o. 39), s. 44 (a) ; and see p. 64, 
ante. 

if) Gamer v. Murray, [1904] 1 Ch. 57. This was also the rule before 
1890 {Wood V. Scales (1866), 1 Ch. App. 369 ; Binney v. Mutrie (1886), 12 
App. Cas. 160, P. C.). As to shares m a partnership, see, generally, pp. 65 
et seq ante. 
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(4) Distribution of the residue, if any, among the partners in ths 
proportion in which profits are divisible 

208. In tlie absence of contrary agreement, the amount payable 
by the other partners in respect of the share of a deceased or 
outgoing partner is a debt from the other partners accruing at the 
date of death or dissolution, as the case may be (h). 

(v.) Disposal of GoodirilJ, 

209. Tlie goodwill of the business carried on by a partnership 
forms part of the assets to be realised upon distribution (i). 

210. The sale of the goodwill of a bnsiness, in the absence of 
roiilrary agreement, includes the right to use the name of the 
firni(/i), unless such use is calculated to lead the public to believe 
tliat the vendor is still carrying it on and thus to subject him to 
liability (/). Where, however, goodwill is assigned but the actual 
use of the name is not assigned, the rights arising from the assign- 


{g) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 39), 8. 44 (b) ; Binney v. 

(1886), 12 App. Cas. 160, P. C. 

{h) Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 43 
\i) Be David and Matthews, [1899] 1 Ch. 378, 382 ; Jennings v. Jennings, 
[1898] 1 Ch. 378. 384 ; Ilall v Barrows (1863), 4 De G. J. & Sm. 150, 169; 
Jolijifson v TIeUelcy (1864), 34 Beav. 63 (where book debts were ordered to 
be sold with the business, so that the purchaser might secure the 
customers of the old firm); Page v. Bailiff e (1896), 74 L. T. 343; Hill 
V. Beam, 11906] 1 Ch. 466. Whether there is any goodwill or 
not seems to 1)0 a pure question of fact, and not of mixed law 
and fact {A -G. v. Boden, [1912] 1 K. B. 639, 659). The grounds 
upon which goodwill ought to be treated and valued as a partnership 
asset are laul down in Wcdderhmn v. Wedderhum (No. 4) (1856), 22 
Beav. 84, per Komtlly, M.R., at p. 104, as follows : “ The goodwill of a 
tiade, although inse])a7able from the business, is an appreciable part of the 
assets of the concein, both in fact and in the estimation of a court of 
equity. Accoidiugly, in reported cases, Lord Eldon held that a share of 
it projjerly, and as of right, belonged to the estate of the deceased partner. 
It does not survive to the remaining partners, unless by express agree- 
ment ; but it may by agreement, as it may be agreed that any particular 
portion of the parinersliip assets shall so survive. Goodwill manifestly 
forms a portion of the subject matter which pioduces profits whicn 
constitutes paitnershin property and which is to be divided between thu 
surviving partners ana the estate of the deceased partner according to the 
terms of the contract, and when that is silent according to their shares in 
the concern. There is considerable difficulty in defining accurately what 
is included under this term ‘ goodwill,* and it seems to be that species 
of connection in trade which induces customers to deal with a particular 
firm. It varies almost in every case, but it is a matter distinctly 
appreciable which may bo preserved (at least to some extent) if the 
business be sold as a going concern, but which is wffiolly lost if the 
concern is wound up, its liabilities discharged, and its assets got in and 
distributed. I am of opinion then that, both on principle on the 
authority of decided cases, and on the ordinary rules of common sense, 
1 must, whenever there is a reputation and connection in business 
constituting goodwill, treat that as part of the assets of the concern.” 

(A) Banks v. Gibson (1866), 34 Beav. 666, 569. As to the use of trade 
Dames, see title Tr^de Marks, Trade Names, and Designs. 

(Z) Chatteris v. 1 saaeson {IBS7), 67 L, T. 177 ; Eookham v. Pottage (IS*7 2), 
8 Ch. App. 91 ; Burchell v. TFtWe, [1900] 1 Ch. 551, C. A. ; Townsend v, 
Jarman, [1900] 2 Ch. 698 ; compare Levy v. Walker (1879), 10 Ch. D. 436« 
C. A. 
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tnent are qualified by limiting the use of the name to which the 
goodwill is annexed, so as not to impose a personal liability on the 
assignors ( 7 / 1 ). If the goodwill is not sold, each partner may use the 
name of the firm, if he does not by doing so hold out the other 
partners as being still partners with him (w). If a partner agrees to 
retire and his partners buy his share but do not take any express 
assignment of the goodwill, they are not entitled to continue the use 
of his name as part of the style of the firm (o) ; and where a 
business is carried on under the name, solely or with any addition, 
of an outgoing partner who is still living and not bankrupt, a 
purchaser of tlie business including the goodwill is not entitled to 
use the name of the outgoing partner in such a way as to suggest 
that he is still connected with the business (^)), unless the right to 
use the firm name is expressly assigned (q\ 

2U. The vendor of the goodwill of a business is not, in Iho 
absence of contrary agreement or fraudulent breach of faiih, 
precluded from carrying on a similar business in his own name (a), 
or fiom announcing that fact by general public advertising (//). 
He may deal with customers of the old fii iu (c), but he must 
not, directly or indirectly, canvass or solicit the customers of the 
old firm, either personally by i^'dvato circulars or by public 
advertisements of such a nature as to be, in effect, appeals to old 
customers (d). 

Though the vendor may carry on a similar business, ho must 
not do so in the name of the old firm, and must not represoni 
his business as the same business or as a continuation of the 
business the goodwill of which has been soldfr), nor may he issue 
circulars which suggest that he is still carrying it on{J'), This 
rule is founded on the principle that a vendor must not derogate 
from his own grant (//). It therefore binds the persons who, as 
vendors, obtain the benefit of the consideration for the goodwill ; 
but it does not bind persons who are not beneficially interested in 


(m) Townsend v. Jarman, [19001 2 ('‘li. 698, 706. 

(n) Burchell v. Wilde, [1900] 1 (Jli. 661, C. A. ; see p. 16, ante. 

( 0 ) Gray v. Smith (1889), 43 Ch. D. 208, C. A.; and boo Jennings v. 
Jennings, [IS9S] 1 Ch. 378, 384, 388 ; Eosherv. Young {IdOl), 17T. L. R. 3-17. 

(р) ScoU V. Eowland (1872), 20 L. T. 391. 

iq) Townsend v. Jarman, supra, at p. 706. 

(а) Shackle v.' Baker (1808), 14 Ves. 468; Harrison v. Gardner (1817), 
2 Madd. 198, 221. 

(б) Labouehere v. Dawson (1872), L. R. 13 Eq. 322, approved of and 
adopted in Trego v. Muni, [1896] A. C. 7. 

(с) LeggoU v. Barrett (1880), 16 Ch. D. 306, 310, 313, 316, <\ A., over- 
ruling on this point Ginesi v. Cooper db Co. (1880), 14 Ch. D. 696. 

{d) Labouehere v. Dawson, supra ; Curl Brothers, Ltd v. Webster, [1904J 
1 Ch. 686 (further extending the rule in Trego v. Bunt, supra). 

{e) Churton v. Douglas (1859), John. 174, 196, 198 ; Cruiwell v. Lye 
(1810), 17 Ves. 336 ; Hookham v. Pottage (1872), 8 Ch. App. 91. 

CO Vernon v. Hallam (1886), 34 Ch. D. 748, 762. 

ig) A sale of the goodwill of a business may include the benefit of a 
covenant precluding competition by persons employed by Ihe vendor in 
such business (Jacoby v. Whitmore (1883), 49 L. T. 336, C. A. ; Automobile 
Carriage Builders, Lid. v. Nayer (1909), 101 L. T. 419 ; Townsend v. Jarman, 
ewpra, per Fabwell, L.J., at p. 704) ; and, as to covenants in restraint 
of trade, see, generally, title Trade and Trade Unions. 
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such consideration, for example, a bankrupt whose share in the 
goodwill is sold by his trustee in bankruptcy (/<). or a partner who 
has been expelled under a provision in the articles (i), or a receiver 
who has carried on a business for the benefit of other persons 
under an order of the court 0)* 

The same rule applies where the goodwill becomes, on dissolution, 
the property of one of the partners, either by purchase in the 
ordinary way or pursuant to a provision in the articles (/c). 

212. An agreement that on dissolution the partnership assets 
shall be taken by one partner includes goodwill, and it must be 
valued on the footing that the outgoing partner is entitled to carry 
on a similar business (/)• 

213. On a sale by the court in a partnership action it is usual 
and proper to state in the particulars or conditions of sale that the 
vendors are to be at liberty to carry on a similar business (/a). It 
follows that the value of the goodwill, as an asset to be disposed of, 
is enhanced if the outgoing partners are boimd by contract not to 
carry on a similar business, and it is a question of construction, 
usually arising on the articles, whether or not they are so bound (n). 
A vendor of tlie goodwill, whether a partner or not, may of course 
preclude himself by contract from using the name of the firm (o). 

214. Oil the sale of a partnership business the goodwill (p) and 


{h) Walker v. Mottram (1881), 19 Ch. D. 355, 364, C. A. 

(i) hawHon v. Beeson (1882), 22 Ch. D. 604, 509, 511, C. A. 

Ij) lie Irish, Irish v. Irish (1888), 40 Ch. D. 49. 

(k) Jennings v. Jennings, [1898] 1 Ch. 378 ; Trego v. Hunt, [1896] A. C. 
7, overruliug Peaison v. Pearson (1884), 27 Ch. D, 146, C. A. ; compare 
(iillingham v. Beddow, [1900] 2 Ch. 242 (where a provision in articles that 
an outffoiug partner might set up a similar business in the neighbourhood 

as held to be merely declaratoiy, and not to authorise solicitation of old 
customers). For definitions of goodwill, see Trego v. Runt, supra, per 
Lord Hehsciiell, at p. 17, and Ohurton v. Douglas (1859), John. 174, 188. 
Lord Eldon’s definition of goodwill in CruUwell y. Lye (1810), 17 Ves. 
335, at p. 346, as ** nothing more than the probability that the old 
customers will resort to the old place” must now be regarded as 
inadequate ; see Trego v. Hunt, supra, at pp. 17, 27. 

(l) lieynolda v. Bullock (1878), 26 W. R. 678 ; Hall v. Barrows (1863), 
4 De G. J. & Sm. 150. But goodwill is not included in a valuation of the 
property and effects of the business (Chapman v. Hayman (1885), 1 T. L. R. 
397). 

(m) Johnson v. Helleley (1864), 34 Beav. 63 . For the decree in Cook v. 
CoUingridge (1823), Jac. 607, in which the principles applicable to the 
valuation of goodwill as on asset on the sale of a partnership business 
were laid down by Lord Eldon, L.C., see 27 Beav. 466, n. 

(n) Cooper v. Watson (1784), 3 Doug. (K. b.) 413 ; S. C., sub nom. Cooper 
V. WatUn^on, 2 Chit. 451 ; Kennedy v. Lee (1817), 3 Mer. 441, 456. 

(o) Pomeroy (Mrs,), Ltd, v. ScaU (1906), 23 T. L. R. 170. Whether a 
person selling a share in a business under a power of attorney is authorised 
to bind his principal not to carry on a competing business was discussed, 
but not decided, m Hawksley v. Outram, [1892] 3 Ch. 369, 376, 378, 381, 
C. A. A covenant, unlimited as regards space, not to carry on business 
in a specified name is not void as being in restraint of trade (Vernon ▼. 
Eallam (1886), 34 Ch. D. 748, 761); see title Trade and Trade Unions. 

(p) Shipwright v. Clements (1871), 19 W. R. 699 ; Kingeton^ UUXer dt Co.t 
Lid, V. Thomas Kingston db Co,, Lid., [1912] 1 Ch, 676. 
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trade marks used in connection with the business (a) pass without 
express mention. 

215. Although upon the construction of particular articles, where 
a general account and valuation is to be taken on the death of a 
partner, it may be that the goodwill should be included (h), the 
value of the goodwill should not, in the absence of contrary agree- 
ment, be included in the periodical balance sheets of a partnership 
firm ; and, therefore, where the value of a deceased partner’s share 
is, by agreement, governed by such balance sheet, his estate is not 
entitled to treat the goodwill as an asset (c*). 

Where a surviving partner sells the partnership business, the estate 
of his deceased partner is entitled to a share of the piircliase-money 
representing the value, if any, of the goodwill ; but, having regard 
to the rights of the surviving partners to carry on a similar business, 
such value may be infinitesimal (d). 

216. Articles of partneiship may of course contain such 
provisions as entitle surviving partners to retain the benefit of 
the goodwill, subject to payment of a share of profits to the estate 
of the deceased partner. It is a question of construction in each 
case whether the provisions in the articles have that effect or not(r); 
and the court will give effect to a provision in partnership articles 
that goodwill shall not he valued on the assets being taken over by 
a surviving partner (/). 


Part VII. — Limited Partnerships. 

Sect. 1. — Definitions and Constitution. 

217. The formation of limited partnerships is authorised by 
the Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 {g) (in this part of the title 
frequently referred to as “ the Act”). 


(а) Shipwright v. Clements (1871), 19 W. 11 599; JJall v. Barrows 

(1863), 4 l)e Gr. J. & Sm. 160 ; compare Benhow v. Low, Low v. Benhow 
(1881), 44 L. T. 875. 

(б) Wade Vi Jenkins (1860), 2 Gift. 609. 

(c) Uunier v. Dowling. [1895] 2 Oh. 223 ; Scott v. Scott (1904), 89 L. T. 
682, following Steuart v. Gladstone (1879), 10 Gh D. 626, C. A. 

(d) Smith V. Everett (1859), 27 Beav. 446; compare Mellersh v. Keen 
(1859), 27 Beav. 236. It was at one time considered that, on the death of 
a partner, the goodwill belonged exclusively to the surviving partners 
{Hammond v. Douglas (1800), 6 Ves. 639 ; Lewis v. Langdon (1835), 7 Sim. 
421), but it is now settled that it forms part of the assets of the firm in 
which the estate of the deceased partner is entitled to share, and, in the 
absence of contrary agreement, they are entitled to have it sold with the 
other assets {Be Dai^id and Matthews, [lSd9] 1 Ch. 378, 382; see note (i), 
p, 104, anfe). 

{e) iSmith V. Nelson (1905), 92 L. T. 313. 

If) Hordern v. Hordern, [1910] A. C. 465, P. C. 

(g) 7 £dw. 7, c. 24, ss. 2, 4. The Act. which came into operation on 
the 1st January, 1908, for the first time renders it possible for a person 
to become an actual partner in a British mercantile firm, upon the terms 
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218. A limited imrtnership must not consist, if carrying on a 
banking business, of more than ten partners, and if carrying on any 
other business, of more than twenty (/«), of whom one^ at least is a 
general partner and one at least is a limited partner (i). 

219. A limited partner is one who contributes a stated amount 
.)f capital Of property, and who is not liable for the firm’s debts 
beyond that amount (/.), unless he acts in such a way as to deprive 
himself of the privileges of a limited partner (/). A corporation 
may be a limited 2 )artner (/»). 

220. A general partner is any partner other than a limited 
jiarLner (//). General partners are liable for all the firm’s obliga- 
tions {(>), 'J’bcj are, in effect, managing partners : and, if the firm 
is wound up by the court, they are, subject to certain modifications, 
in the same position as directors of a company (p). 

221. Under the Act iq) ‘'firm,” “firm name,” and “business” 
have the sanic meanings as in the Partnership Act, 18:.0(r). 


that hia liability to the creditors of the firm sliall be strictly limited, like 
that of a shareholder in a limited company, to a fixed amount, represent- 
ing the capital invest < m 1 by him in the business. lie is in the position of a 
sleeping partner with limited liability. It was at one time and in some 
quarters anticipated that something of the same kind had been effected by 
the Partnership Law Amendment Act, 1865 (28 &; 29 Viet. c. 86), commonly 
called “ Bovill’s Act,” the main provisions of which are now incorporated 
in the Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), ss. 2, 3, by which the 
earlier Act was reifoaled (see pp. 8 et seq.^ ante). But it was soon estab- 
lished by the decisions of the court that the first four sections of BoviJl’s 
Act were merely declaratory of the then existing law, and the investor 
under that Act found himself in a somewhat anomalous position. If his 
agreomont was skilfully framed he was not a partner, but a creditor, 
precluded from proving in competition with other creditors of the firm, 
unless he took the wise precaution of obtaining some security for his loan; 
while if his agreement had been framed by an unskilful or careless prac- 
titioner who endeavoured to secure for him the rights of a partner, he might 
easily bo saddled with the unlimited liabilities incurred by an ordinary 
acting or sleeping partner ; see pp. 24, 34, ante. 

{h) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 4 (2). A partner- 
ship consisting of more than the prescribed number (see p. 16, ante) cannot 
be registered as a limited partnership: it must be incorporated as a 
limited company under the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 69), unless it is formed pursuant to some other Act, or to letters patent, 
or is engaged in working mines in the Stannaries; see ibid., s. 1; title 
Companies, Vol. V., p. 44. 

(t) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 4 (2). For forma 
of limited partnership deed, see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents 
Vol. XVL, pp. 454, 460. 

{k) Liinited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c, 24), s. 4 (2). 

(1) Seep. 110, poet ; and see Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7. 
©. 24), ss. 4 (3), 6. 

(w) Ibid., 8. 4 (4). 

(n) Ibid., s. 3. 

(0) Ibid., 8. 4 (2). 

(p) See p. 113, post, 

(q) Limited PArtnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24) s. 3. 

(r) 53 & 54 Viet. o. 39, ss. 4, 45 ; see pp. 4, 6, ante. 
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Sect. 2. — Registration. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Effect of Non^ngistiation, 

222. If a limited partnership is not registered with the Begistrar 
of Joint Stock Companies («) it is treated as a general partner- 
ship ; and the limited partners are then under the same liabilities 
as general partners (t). Moreover, each general partner is liable to 
a line of £1 per day during default in registration (n). 

SUB-SlSCT. 2.-^ParliciiJars Itequired to he lietjiskred, 

223. On the formation of a limited partnership the following 
particulars must be registered, namely, the firm name, the general 
nature of the business, the principal business place, the full name 
of each partner, the date of commencement and term of the partner- 
ship, a statement that it is limited, the description of each limited 
partner as such, and the amount contributed by him, and whether 
in cash or how otherwise. These particulars are to be contained 
in a statement signed by all the partners and sent by post or 
delivered to the registrar (u). 

224. If any change is made in the firm name, the general nature, 
or principal place, of the business, the term or character of the 
partnership, the partners or the name of any partner, the sum contri- 
buted by any limited partner, or the liability of a partner by reason 
of his becoming a limited partner instead of a general partner, or 
vice rernd, a notice specifying such change, signed by the linn, must 
be sent by post or delivered to the registrar within seven days for 
registration (u). 

225. Notice of any transaction by which a general partner 
becomes a limited partner, or of any assignment of a limited 
partner’s share, must be advertised in the London, Kdndnirqhy or 
J)uhlni Gazette, according as the limited partnership is registered in 
England, Scotland, or Ireland (/>). 

Sub-Sect. a . — Prouidom Relatinj to Registration, 

226. The Begistrar of Joint Stock Companies is the registrar 
under the Act (c). 


(s) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 24), s. 15 ; see title 
CoMPANn:s, Vol. V., p. 37. 

(/) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c, 24), s. 5. As to such 
liabilities, see pp. 34 et eeg.t ante. 

(u) Limited Pai’tnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), i. 9 (2). 

(V) Ibid., s. 8. For form of application for registration containing the 
^^scribed statement, see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. 

(a) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 9. For form of 
notice, see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. XVI., p. 470. 

(5) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c, 24), s. 10. 

(c) Ibid., g. I.*). The several offices for iho registration of such com- 
panies in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin are the offices for the registra- 
tion of limited partnerships carrying on business within those parts of the 
United Kingdom in which they are respectively situated (ibid.). 
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He must keep a register and index of all registered limited 
partnerships and statements in relation thereto (d). 

Every such statement is to be filed in the registry, and a certifi- 
cate of registration is to be sent by post to the registering firm (e). 
Such certificate, or a copy, certified by the registrar or assistant 
registrar, of any registered statement, is evidence in all civil and 
criminal proceedings (/). 

Any person may inspect the register and obtain a certified copy 
of, or extract from, any registered statement upon payment of the 
prescribed fees (g). 

A person who knowingly makes, signs, sends, or delivers a false 
statement for registration is liable to imprisonment with hard 
labour for a maximum term of two years (h). 

Sect. Modifications of General Laio 0/ Parlnciship. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In General. 

227. The rules of law and equity relating to partnership, as 
consolidated and amended by the Partnership Act, 1890 (?), ai)ply 
to limited partnerships with the modifications enacted by the 
Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (k). In addition to the provisions in 
relation to registration already mentioned (Z), these modifications 
relate to the matters dealt with in the following sub-sections (vi). 


Sub-Sect. 2,— —Powers and lAahiHties of a Limited Partner. 

^ 228. A limited partner may inspect the firm’s books and examine 
into the state and prospects of the business personally or by his 
agont, and may advise with the other partners thereon (n), but he 
must not take any other part in the management of the business, 
and he cannot bind the firm (u) ; nor may he withdraw any part 
of his capital (o). ^ 

So long as he complies with these provisions a limited partner 
18 only hahle for the firm’s debts and obligations to the extent of 
his capital (j»). If he withdraws any part of such capital he is 
liable to the extent of the amount so withdrawn (j), and, if he takes 


(d) Liniittd Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 14 

(e) Ibid., 8. 13. ' 

anypiSeni^Vol! certificate, see Encyclopedia of Forms 

(ff) For inspection, not exceeding 1«. ; for certificate of reeistration not 
eroding 2a. ; for certified copies, not exceeding 6d pTfolir”; (”n 
ScotlandJper^Bheet of 200 words (Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 

{h) Ibid., 8. 12. 

fll PP- ^ »«?■> <*«<«• 

(k) 7 Edw. 7, 0 . 24, s. 7. 

(l) See p. 109, ante. 

(ill) See the text, infra, and p. Ill, post, 

jo) 24). 9 . 0 (1). 

(f>) Ibid!, 8. 4 (2). 

(}) Ibid., B. 4 (3). 
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part in the management for any period, he is liable as a general 
partner for all debts and obligations incurred during such period (r). 

Sub-Seci'. 3 —Deaths BaHknqdcy^ or Lunacy of a Limited Partner, 

229 . A limited partnership is not dissolved by the bankruptcy 
or death of a limited partner («). His capital vests in his trustee 
in bankruptcy or his legal personal representative, who has, 
apparently, rights similar to those of an assignee of a share in an 
ordinary partnership (#). 

If a limited partner becomes a lunatic, that event does not ipso 
facto dissolve the partnership, but, if his share cannot otherwise be 
ascertained or realised, the court may dissolve the partnership (s). 

Sub-Sect. 4 . — Other MwHJications. 

230 . When differences arise about ordinary matters of business, 
the decision rests with a majority of the general partners («) instead 
of a majority of all the partners, as in the case of an ordinary 
partnership (b). The general partners may admit new partners 
without tlie consent of a limited partner (c), although in the case 
of an ordinary partnership the consent of all the partners is 
required (d), 

231 . A person to whom a limited partner assigns his share with 
the consent of the general partners stands, in one important respect, 
in a different position from the assignee of a share in an ordinary 
partnership (c). He becomes a limited partner, and has all the 
rights previously belonging to the assignor (/). 

It the share of a limited partner becomes charged to secure his 
separate debt this does not, as in tlie case of an ordinary partner- 
ship ((7), entitle the other partners to dissolve the partnership (/t). 

232 . A limited partner is precluded from exercising the usual 
right of a partner in an ordinary partnership of dissolving the 
partnership by notice (i). 


(r) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 6(1); see 
Liiidley, Law of Partnership, 8th ed., pp. 903, 904 (where the effect of an 
agreement as to the terms on which a partner may retire, or as to the 
lights of the trustee or executors of a bankrupt or deceased partner, are 
discussed) ; see also title Companies, Vol. V., p. 75. 

(«) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 6 (2) ; compare 
titles Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 161 ; Executors and 
Administrators, Vol. XIV., p. 221 ; Lunatics and Persons op 
Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., pp. 442,443; p. 87, ante, 

(t) See pp. 51, 57, ante, 

(а) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 24), s. 6 (5) (a). 

(б) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 24 v8) ; see p. 49, ante, 

(c) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24j, s. 6 (5) (d). 

(d) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 24 (7) ; see p. 60, 
ante, 

(e) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 31 ; see p. 57, ante, 

(/) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 24), s. 6 (5) (b). 

(a) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 33 (2) ; compare 
ibid., s. 23 (2) ; see pp. 59, 87, ante. 

(h) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 6 (5) (c). 

(i) Ibid,, 8. 6 (5) (e) ; compare Partnership Act, 1890 (53 U 54 Viet. 0. 39)f 
•s. 26, 32 (0) ; see p. 86, ante. 
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Sub-Skct. 6,^]Vinding up on Dmolution. 

233. Unless the court otherwise orders (fc), the afifairs of a limited 
partnership are, on dissolution, to be wound up by the general 
partners (0- In so doing they must, subject to the provisions 
of the Act (?n), be guided by the rules applicable to the winding 
up of an ordintiry partnership, treating the limited partners as 
sleeping partners (/^). 

Sub-Sect. 0 . — Winding up hy the Courts 
(i.) In OcneraL 

234. A limited partnership, registered under the Act (in), may 
be wound up by the court as an unregistered company under the 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (o). Such winding up is 
governed by the provisions of that Act(p) and of the Complies 
(Windiiig-up) Rules, 1909, relating to the winding up of registered 
corai)anies (</), with certain exceptions and additions applicable to 
unregistered companies generally (r), and, with certain modifications 
applicable, to limited partnerships only (u). 

The winding up of companies by the court generally is dealt with 
elsewhere (//), and it is therefore only necessary to point out in what 
respects the practice, procedure and principles adopted and acted 


{k) Soo p. 114, post. 

(/) I. irnited Partnerships Act. 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 6 (3). For form 
Vol'^X VI Encyclopsedia of Forms and Precedents, 

(m) liimited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24). 

7 Limited Partnersyps Act, 
1907 (7 Ldw. 7,c 24). s. 7, which, in effect, renders the provisions eoverninjr 
fno.?* u* ^ paituorship applicable to a limited partnership in cases not 
speoially provided for by the Act. The winding up by the general partners 
IS. thcreforo, not a volunUry winding up within the meamng of tL Com- 
panies (tonsolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69) and there e«n i« 
windiiig up subject to the supervision of tlie court ; see ibid., s. 268 (1) (ii ) • 
title Co.MfANiE.s, Vol. V., p. 648; and p. 113, post. ^ ^ 

(o) 8 Ldw. 7, c. 69, s. 267. ^ 

ip) Ibid., 8. 268. 

(y) Jbul, 8. 273. 

applicable to the winding up of a limited nartner 
Qip, otJier than those annlioahlft fn 7 pariner- 


into operation on 

see (^mpanios (Consolidation) Act. 1908 (8 Edw. 7 o 69) a 

to the wining up of limited partnerships, and the Bokrd hM same 
powers with regard to the appointment, removal, and salaries of 
surveillance of liquidators, and duties, U in region to 
companies ; see title CompInuss, vX V.“ “ 4K37 ® 

DD 391® companies, see title Companies, Vol. V.. 

It 647 ^ unregistered companies, see ibid.. 
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upon generally do not apply to the winding up of a limited partner- 
ship and what additional or substituted provisions are applicable (c). 

A limited partnership, being for this purpose an unregistered 
company, cannot be wound up voluntarily or subject to the super- 
vision of the court (d). 

(ii.) Dejtniiiona. 

235. In the application of the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 
1908 (e), and the Companies (Winding-up) Eules, 1909, and the 
forms thereby prescribed, to the winding up of a limited partner- 
ship, the words “limited partnership” are substituted for “com- 
pany,” the words “ general partner ” for “director,” “secretary” 
and “ secretary or chief officer,” the words “ manager, clerk or 
servant” for “officer,” the \\or(l “partner” for “member” and 
“shareholder,” and the words “principal place of business as regis- 
tered” for “registered office,” except where the context or subject- 
matter other\>ise requires (/), and except for the purposes of the 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908(e), s. 2G8, where “ member” 
means only a “ general partner ” and “ principal place of business ” 
means “ principal place of business as registered ” (//). 

(iii.) Ju) i^dniion. 

236. The High Court of Justice (h) is the only court ^\hich has 
jurisdiction to make an order for winding up a limited partner- 
ship registered in England (?), but the judge making such order 
may, then or afterwards, direct that tlie binding up of any limited 
partnership whose registered place of business is situated within 
the jurisdiction (/i) of the Chancery Court of either of the Counties 


(f) The questions dealt with in this section are in the main arranged in 
the same older as the similar questions in title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 391 
ei seq.f but in a few cases, e.gf., the right to inspect the file of proceedings 
(see p. 116, post), and the powers of the Board of Trade (see note (a), 
p. 112, ante), it has been thought more convenient to adopt a slightly 
different arrangement. 

(d) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 267. It 
would scorn to follow that the Official Receiver cannot present a petition 
for the winding up of a limited partnership under ibid., s. 137 (2) ; see title 
Companies. Vol. V., pp. 403, 648, and see note (a), p. 112, ante. 

(€) 8 Edw. 7. c. 69. 

if) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 1. In Ireland, 
no rules have been framed under the Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, c. 24), but a limited partnership in Ireland can be wound up 
under the Companies (Consol idfation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 69), and 
Rules made thereunder in 1910 (Ee Rodger and the Limited rnrtncnhipa 
Act, 19()7 (1911), unreported). 

ip Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 6. 

(h) This jurisdiction has not been specially assigned to any particular 
judge under the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, s. 69)> 
8. 132, but petitions have boon heard and di sposed of by the judges of tho 
Chancery Division, who have juiisdiction to wind up companies {Ee Uughea 
d; Co., [1911] 1 Ch. 342) ; and see title Courts, Vol. IX,, p. 61. 

(/) The Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 131, 
do^ not apply ; it is excluded by the Limited Partnerships (Winding-up)- 
Rules, 1909, r. 7. 

(*) See also Companies (Consolidation) Att- 1,1105 (5 Jiiw. 7, c. 69),. 
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Palatine of Lancaster or Durham, or of any county court 
having jurisdiction to wind up a company, shall proceed in such 
coui*t (/). 

(iv.) Oro •nds for Windiny up. 

237. A limited partnership may be wound up upon the same 
grounds as an unregistered company, namely, whenever it has 
been dissolved, or lias ceased to carry on business, or is unable to pay 
its debts, or the court is of opinion that it is just and equitable for 
it to be wound up {vi). If it carries on business as an assurance 
coni})any, failure on its part to comply with certain statutory 
requirements affords an additional ground for winding up (7i). 

238. When failure to comply with a demand for payment of a 
debt of £‘50 or upwards is relied upon as evidence of inability to pay 
debts, the demand must have been served at the principal place of 
business as registered, by delivering it to one of the general partners 
or to some person having, at the time of service, the control or 
management of the business there, unless the court otherwise 
orders (o). 

239. In deciding whether it is just and equitable to wind up a 
limited partnership the court will probably have regard rather to the 
principles upon which ordinary partnerships are ordered to be 
dissolved than those upon which limited companies are ordered to 
be wound up (p). Where a limited partnership is being carried 
on at a loss, and the general partner, having made several draw- 
ings on account of profits, refuses without any sufficient reason to 
sign the annual general account under which drawings in excess of 
profits would be repayable, and otherwise acts in a way calculated 


0 . 268 (1) (i.), as modified by the Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) 
Rules, 1909, rr. 1, 6 ; title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 391, 650. This 
direction does not appear to be a transfer within the Companies (Con- 
solidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 133 ; see title Compames, 
Vol. y., pp. 641, 642. There is no express statutory provision nor rule 
enabling the proceedings to be sent back to the High Court. They are to 
“ proceed ** in the inferior court (Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) 
Rules, 1909, r. 7), but any decision of such court is subject to the ordinary 
right of appeal in the case of a palatine court to the Court of Appeal, and 
in the case of a county court to the High Court ; see title Courts, Vol. IX., 
pp. 60, 62, 63, 

(l) Such court has all the powers of the High Court in relation to 
such winding up (Limited Partnerships (Windinc-up) Rules, 1909, r. 7). 
As to such courts, see titles County Courts, Vol. VIII., pp. 406 etseq.; 
Courts, Vol. IX., pp. 120 ct seq. 

(m) (Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 268 ; and 
Bee title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 650, 661. 

• (n) Assurance Companies Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 49), s. 23 ; and 
see t6td., s. 15; see title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 636 et seq. The 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 137 (2), is not 
expressly excluded, but it is inapplicable, because a limited partnership 
cannot be wound up voluntarily or subject to supervision within the 
meaning of that Act; see note (n), p. 112, ante. 

(o) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 11; and see 
note (t), p. 42, ante. 

(p) Limited Partnerships Act, tp07 (7 Edw. 7, o. 24), s. 7. 
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prejudicially to affect the carrying on of the business, a winding- 
order may Ito made as being just and equitable (q). 

(V.) Practice, 

240 . A petition may be presented by any general partner or, in 
the name of the firm, by all the general partners (/•). Creditors 
and contributories {s) may also petition either together or sepa- 
rately (0, but certain statutory restrictions imposed in the case of 
petitions by contributories of companies do not apply (s). 

241 . A petition for winding up must be presented to the High 
Court of Justice (a), and should be in the prescribed form as nearly as 
circumstances admit It must be dated (c), and, if presented in 
the firm name, must be signed by all the general partners (d), 

A petition, unless presented in the name of the firm by all the 
general partners jointly, if there are more than one, must be served 
upon the limited partnership at its principal place of business 
as registered, by delivering it to one of the general partners 
there, or to some person having at the time of service the control 
or management of the partnership business there, unless the court 
or a judge shall otherwise direct; and a petition presented in the 
name of tlie firm by all the general partners jointly, if there are 
more than one, or presented by any general partner, must be served 
on each of the limited partners personally, unless the court or a 
judge shall otherwise direct (c). 

No express provision is made for the service of a petition 
presented by a creditor or a limited partner, but the rules contain 
a general provision that every notice and other document required 
to be served upon the limited partnership for the service of which 
no special mode is prescribed may be served by post or by leaving 
it at the principal place of business of the limited partnership as 
registered, in an envelope addressed to the limited partnership 
in the firm name as registered, and this provision probably 
applies (/). 


(q) Be Uughes db Co., [1911] 1 Ch. 342. 

(r) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 11. 

{s) See Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 69), s. 137 
(1) (a), (b), (3) ; title Companies, Vol, V., pp. 401, 402. 

(0 Limited Partnerships (Windine-up) Rules, 1909, r. 8. The word 
“contributory” is not expressly denned, but the joint effect of the Com- 
panies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7,c. 69), s. 124, and the Limited 
Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, rr. 1,3, is that every partner is 
for this purpose a contributory. A limited partner may, therefore, 
present a petition (Be Hughes db Co., supra ; see title Companies, Vol. V., 
p. 398). 

(o) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules. 1909, r. 8. 

(b) Ibid., rr. 9, 10. These rules exclude the (Companies (Winding-up) 
Rules, 1909, rr. 11, 26, 28 (Stat. R. & O., 1909, p. 61), and R. S. C. 
(Ireland), 1906, Ord. 74, rr. 1, 3, and prescribe the form of petition and 
tlie forrn of title for all proceedings in the winding up. 

(r) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 10. 

id) Ibid,, r. 9. 

(e) Ibid., r. 11 ; and see note (f), p. 42, ante. 

if) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 11. But in such 
a case it may be advisabfe to obtain the direction of the court. 
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242. The provisions of the Companies (Winding-up) Bales 
1909, with reference to the distinctive number of the petition and 
other proceedings in the winding up, the presentation, nling, 
advertisement, and verification of the petition, and the attendance 
to satisfy the registrar that the rules have been complied with by 
the petitioner, are applicable, and must be complied with (g). 

243. The petition and other documents in the winding^ up are 
placed in a continuous file, which is kept at the registrar’s office, 
and not in the Central Office of the High Court of Justice {h). 

Each general or limited partner is entitled free of charge to 
inspect the file of proceedings and to take copies or extracts (i). 
He may also be furnished with copies or extracts at the prescribed 
rate of payment (A,). 

244. The practice with regard to notice of intention to appear 
at the hearing, adjournment of the petition, substitution of a 
petitioner, the wishes of creditors and contributories, notice to, and 
the taking of possession by, the official receiver, and the completion, 
form, and gazetting of the winding-up order, is governed by the 
rules applicable to the winding up of a company (/). 

The effect of an order to wind up a limited partnership is the 
same as that of a similar oider in the case of a company, but no 
complication can arise from the jirevious existence of 9. voluntary 
winding up (/;/). 

(vi.) Slatf of Pro( ceilings, 

245. The provisions of the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908, 
and the Buies thereunder with respect to staying and restraining 
actions and proceedings against a company after the presentation of 
a petition for winding up and the making of a winding-up order (u), 
apply, in the case of a limited partnership (treated as an unregistered 
company), not only to actions against the firm, but also, where the 
application to stay or restrain is by a creditor, extend to actions and 
proceedings against any general or limited partner (o). 


(j^) Companies (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, rr. 11 (2), 16 — 21,26, 27,29 — 
80, 32 — 36 ; and see title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 404 — 406. 

{h) Companies (Winding-up) Rules, 1908, r. 16 ; and see title Companies, 
Vol. V., p. 658. 

(i) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 16. 

{k) Companies (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 19. This rule, as modified, 
provides in Affect that every person who has been a general partner, 
manager, cleiA, or servant of the b'mited partnership, and every duly 
authorised officer of the Board of Trade, is entitled free of charge, and 
every contributory and every creditor whose claim or proof has been 
admitted is entitled, on payment of a fee of Id. for each hour or part of an 
hour occupied, at all reasonable times to inspect the file of proceedings in 
the winding up and to take copies or extracts from any document there, 
or to be furnisned with suen copies or extracts at a rate not exceeffing 4d. 
per folio of seven ty-t wo words. 

. (1) See Companies (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, rr. 33, 34, 36, 37 — 41 ; 
see also title Companies, Vol. v., pp. 408, 412, 413. 

(m) See title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 417 et seq. 

(n) See ibid., pp. 409, 633 et seq., 643, 663. 

io) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), ss. 268 (1) 
(vii.), 270; see title Companies, Vol. V., p. 653. 
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When an order has been made to wind up a limited partnership, 
no action or proceeding can be begun or continued against either 
the firm or any partner, except by leave of the court and subject to 
such terms as the court may require ( p). 

(vii.) Proceedings hy Official Pecciver, 

246 . The procedure with regard to a provisional liquidator, 
special manager (q), and official receiver (?•), the statement of 
affairs («), the preliminary report of the ofiScial receiver (a), the first 
meetings of creditors and contributories (/>), and the further report 
of the official receiver (c), as prescribed in the winding up of com- 
panies, is applicable to limited partnerships with the following 
modifications : — 

247 . The statement of affairs must be made out, submitted, and 
verified by the general partners. 

The preliminary report must deal with the contributions of the 
partners, the estimated amount of assets and liabilities, the causes 
of failure (if any), and the question whether inquiry is desirable 
with regard to the promotion, formation, failure, or conduct of the 
business of the limited partnership (d). 

248 . The official receiver must give notice to each limited 
partner to attend the first meeting, and it is the duty of every such 
limited partner to attend (e). He must also give similar notice to 
each of the general partners and such of the managers, clerks, and 
servants as in his opinion ought to attend, and it is their duty to 
do so (/). 

249 . The official receiver may make a further report to the 
court stating the manner in which the partnership was formed, 
whether in his opinion any fraud has been committed in 
its promotion, formation, or otherwise, and any other matters 
which he considers it desirable to bring to the notice of the 
court ((7). 

On consideration of the further report the court may, if fraud is 


(р) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), ss. 142, 271 ; 
see title Companies,' Vol. V., pp. 419, 533, 663. 

(g) See title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 420 et seq. 

(r) See ibid,, pp. 423 et seq. ; Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 
1909, IT. 12, 14, 16. 

(s) See title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 425 et seq. 

(a) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69;, s. 148 (1) ; 
see also title Companies, Vol. V., pp, 427, 428. 

(h) See ibid., p. 428. 

(с) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 148 (2); 
see title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 429 et seq. 

(d) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 12. 

(e) Ibid., r. 16. 

if) Companies (Winding-up) Rule**, 1909, r. 119; see also title Com- 
panies, Vol. V., p. 428. 

(g) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 12; Companies 
(Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 0 . 69), s. 143 (2) ; see title Com- 
panies, Vol. V.. pp. 429, 430. 


Sect. s. 
Modifica- 
tions of 
General 
Law of 
Partnership. 

Proceeflinga 
by official 
receiver. 


Statement 
of affairs. 

Preliminary 

report. 


First meeting. 


Further 

report. 


Public 
examination 
of promoters 
and partneis. 



118 


Partnership. 


Sect. 3. 
Modificft' 
lions of 
General 
Law of 
Partnership. 


Fees and 
remuneration. 


Powers and 
duties of 
liquidator. 


Committee of 
inspection. 


PiCalisation 
of assets. 


Contribu- 

tories. 


suggested, direct the public examination of any person who has 
taken part in the promotion or formation of the partnership, or has 
been a general or limited partner, with regard to the promotion, 
formation, or conduct of the business of the partnership, or his own 
conduct as a partner (/«)• The procedure is the same as in the case 
of the winding up of a company (t). 

250. The fees and remuneration of the official receiver are the 
same as in the case of a company (A;). 

(viii.) Powers and Duties of Liquidator, 

261. The winding up is conducted by a liquidator (Z), whose 
powers and duties are similar to those of the liquidator of a 
company (m), but he cannot prove in competition with separate 
creditors against the estate of bankrupt and insolvent con- 
tributories (n). 

The committee of inspection is elected in the same way and has 
the same powers as in the case of a company (o), and similar 
meetings of creditors ahd contributories are to be held(p). 

252. The jurisdiction and procedure with regard to delivery of 
assets and documents to the liquidator (^), payment into the 
bank (r), discovery by private examination (a), and proceedings for 
misfeasance against promoters, general partners, managers, clerks, 
or servants of the partnership (Z)), are the same as in the winding up 
of a company; and the retrospective rights of the liquidator are also 
similar (r). 

(ix.) The Contributories, 

253. The assets of a limited partnership, when realised by the 
liquidator, form the primary fund for payment of the debts and 
liabilities of the firm, the costs, charges and expenses of the 
winding up, and for adjustment of the rights of the partners among 
themselves. If such assets are insufficient, the partners, both past 
and present, limited and general, may be liable to contribute to 


(h) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 12. 

(t) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 69), s. 176 (1) ; see 
title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 430 et seq. 

(k) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 268, repeal- 
ing the Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 6 (4) ; see title 
Companies, Vol. V., p. 434. 

(Z) Liniited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 17. 

(m) See title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 438 — 464. 

(n) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 17 ; see p. 120, 
post, 

(o) See title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 438, 464 et seq, 

ip) See ibid., pp. 466 et seq, 

iq) See ibid., pp. 472, 473. 

(r) See ibid., pp. 473, 474. 

(a) See ibid., pp. 474 et seq, 

(b) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 69), s. 215, as 
modified by the Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 1 ; and 
see title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 478 et seq, 

(o) Ibid,, pp. 485 et seq. It may, in some cases, be desirable for the 
liquidator to obtain a vesting order in respect of all, or some of, the assets. 
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the assets for these purposes. The partners so liable, or alleged to 
be so liable, are called “ contributories ” (d). 

As regards limited partners, the existing capital of a limited 
partner, of course, forms part of the assets of the firm ; and he is 
not liable to contribute anything further, unless he has drawn out 
or received back part of his capital, in which case he is liable to 
contribute the amount so drawn out or received back. Further, if 
he has during any period been a general partner, lie is liable as a 
general partner in respect of partnership debts and obligations 
incurred during that period (e). 

As regards general partners, a present general partner is under 
the same unlimited liability as in the case of an ordinary partner- 
ship (/). A past general partner is liable to contribute only in 
respect of debts and liabilities incurred while he remained a general 
partner ; but, it he has been a limited partner, and has withdrawn 
any part of the capital contributed by him, as such, he is liable to 
contribute the amount so withdrawn (g). 

Past partners, whether limited or general, are not liable to con- 
tribute unless the court finds that the existing partners are unable 
to pay the contributions required from them (h). 

254. As against creditors who are not partners, no partner, 
wdiether limited or general, can prove in competition with such 
creditors for any money due to him from the firm in his character 
of a partner, altliough such sum may be taken into account in 
adjusting the rights of the partners among themselves (i), 

255. In the event of the death of a solvent contributory, the 
rights of the liquidator against his estate are the same as in the 
winding up of a company (A*). But, if the contributory dies insolvent, 
and an order is made for the administration of his estate according 


(d) Companies (Consolidation) Aot, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 60), s. 124; 
compare ibid., s. 269 (1) ; and see title Companiks, Vol. V., pp. 487 et seq., 
661, 652. In the winding up of a company the persons liable to con- 
tribute are the shareholders whose shares are not in fact fully paid, or 
although purporting to be fully paid are held by the court to be wholly 
or partially unpaid. But the term “ contributory ” is also applied to all 
shareholders entitled to participate in the surplus assets, if any ; and 
therefore the list of contributories includes the names of fully paid share- 
holders, altliough no calls can be made upon them ; see Be Anglesea Colliery 
Co. (1866), I Ch. App. 665; title Companies, Vol. V., p. 487. In the case 
of a limited partnership, therefore, the list of contributories probably 
includes the names of all the partners, whether hable to contribute to the 
assets or merely entitled to share in the surplus assets, if any. 

(e) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) E^es, 1909, r. 4 , and see p. 110, 
ante. This and the following provisions (see the text, infra) are 
substituted for the Companies (Consolidation) Aot, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 69), 
s. 123 (see title Companies V ^l. V., pp. 161 et sea ), which does not apply 
to limited partnerships (Li,mited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, 
r. 3). 

if) See p. 34, ante. 

ig) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Buies, 1909, r. 4 (2). 

(h) Ibid., T. 4 (3). 

(i) Ibid., T. 4 (4). 

(k) See title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 490 et eeq. 
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Sect. 8. 
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Ilectificat ion 
of register. 
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( 'alls. 
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Distiibution 
of surplus 
assets. 


Stay* 


to the law of bankruptcy, the trustee of his estate represents him 
for the purposes of the winding up (1). Where such an order is 
made, or where a contributory becomes bankrupt or insolvent, the 
rights of the liquidator under the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 
1908 (m\ sa. 1‘27, 151, are modified, and he is precluded from 
proving against the estate in competition with the separate creditors 
for value of the contributory (n). 

256 . For tlie purpose of settling the list of contributories the 
court has power to rectify the register of the limited partnership 
in respect of the name of any partner, the sum contributed by any 
limited partner, and the nature of the liability of any partner (o). 

The list of contributories is settled by the liquidator (p), and, 
subject to the modifications already mentioned (g^), the provisions 
relating to contributories in the winding up of a company apply to 
the case of a limited partnership (?*)• 

257 . The power of the court to make and enforce payment of 
calls and the procedure relating to the proof of debts and the 
distribution of the assets of a company among its creditors are 
dealt with elsewhere (s ) ; and these provisions are applicable to the 
case of a limited partnership (t) subject to the modifications already 
mentioned (n), 

(x.) StirpJi(8 Aasfts. 

258 . After the debts and liabilities of the firm have been 
discharged, the surplus assets are distributed among the con- 
tiibutories, that is, the partners, according to their rights and 
interests (a). These rights and interests are adjusted by the 
court (5), and are governed by the law applicable to an ordinary 
partnership (c) rather than by the principles acted upon in the 
winding up of a company. These principles are dealt with else- 
where (d). 

(xi.) MiaccUancous, 

259 . The power to stay proceedings in the winding up (c) and 


(l) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 5. 

(m) 8 Edw. 7, c. 69, ss. 127, 151 ; see ibid,, s. 269 (2) ; see also title 
Companies, Vol. V., pp. 446, 447, 490. 

(n) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 17. 

(o) Ibid., r. 13 ; see title Companies, Vol. V,, pp. 496 etseq, 

(p) Ibid., pp. 494 et scq. 

iq) See pp. 118, 119, ante, and the text, supra. 

(r) See title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 487 et seq. 

(«) Ibid., pp. 600 et eeq[., pp. 607 et seq,, 623 et seq. 

(i) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, Introduction. 

(w) See pp. \\2 et seq., supra. 

(a) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 4. 

(b) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 269 (1). 

(c) Limited Partnerships Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 7. 

(d) See pp. 101 et seq., ante : and compare the provisions applicable to a 
sompany as stated in title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 629 et seq, 

(e) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 144 ; and see 
bitle Companies, vol. V., pp. 643, 644. 
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the provisions with regard to appeals are the same as in the case 
of a company (/). 

260 . In considering whether there has been a fraudulent 
preference, the presentation of the petition for winding up a 
limited partnership corresponds to an act of bankruptcy in the 
case of an individual (g). It may be, therefore, that a winding-up 
order alters the date at which such a transaction is invalid (h). 

261 . The Deeds of Arrangement Act, 1887 (i), although it does 
not apply to companies (/c), aj^plies to partnerships, whether limited 
or unlimited (/). 

262 . If, during the winding up, an application is made for the 
sanction of any compromise or arrangement (m), the court may 
hear a report by the official receiver on the terms of the scheme, 
the conduct of the general or limited partners, and any managers, 
clerks, or servants of the partnership, and any other matters which 
in the opinion of the official receiver or the Board of Trade ought 
to be brought to the attention of the court. This report is not 
placed upon the file unless the court so directs (n). 

263 . When any limited partnership has been wound up by 
the court on the ground of previous dissolution, or any other 
ground (o), and is about to be dissolved, the books and papers of 
the partnership and of the liquidators may be disposed of as the 
court directs (p). 

264 . Subject to the above modifications, the miscellaneous 
practice applicable to the winding up of companies by the court (q) 
appears to apply to the winding up of limited partnerships by the 
court. 


(xii.) Diamhiiion, 

265 . On the completion of the winding up of a company, the 
court makes an order dissolving it (?*), and this provision is applied 


(/) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. G9), s. 178 ; see 
title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 548 et seq. 

ig) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 210, as 
modified by Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Kules, 1909, Introduction, 
and r. 1 ; sec title Companies, Vol. V,, pp. 544 et seq. 

{h) Be Bussell Hunting Becord Co., Ltd., [1910] 2 Ch. 78. 

(i) 50 & 51 Viet. c. 57. 

(k) Be Bileys, Lid., Harper v. Bileys, [1903] 2 Ch. 590. 

(l) See title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp, 329 et seq. 

(m) See title Companies, Vol. V., p. 602. 

(n) Companies (Winding-up) llulcs, 1909, r. 74, as modified by the 
Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, rr. 1, 14 ; see title 
Companies, Vol. V., p. 603. 

( 0 ) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Rules, 1909, r. 19. 

(p) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 222 (1) ; 
see title Companies, Vol. V., p. 563. 

(q) See title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 552 et seq. 

^ (r) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 172; see 
title Companies, VoL V., pp. 567 et seq. 
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Sect. 8. 
Modifica- 
tions of 
General 
Law of 
Partnership. 


by the rules to the case of a limited partnership which is wound up 
by the court otherwise than on the ground of previous dissolution («). 


(«) Limited Partnerships (Winding-up) Pules. 1909, r. 18. Of course, 
where the partnership has been dissolved before the winding up, an order 
purporting to dissolve it would be inapprc^riate. See forms of deed of 
dissolution in Encyclopasdia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. XVI., p. 466. 
Where there has been no formal dissolution before the winding up, the 
order referred to seems to correspond to the declaration made by the judg- 
ment usual in an action for dissolution of an ordinary partnership ; see 
pp. 88 et seq.y ante. But, as a limited partnership is, unlike a company, not 
a corporation, but merely a registered association of individuals under a 
contract, there is ground for the view that on the completion of the 
winding up it would ipso facto come to an end, even without a formal 
order for dissolution. But the order enables the registrar to enter a 
minute of the fact of dissolution on the register. 
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„ Trade Marks, Trade Names and Designs. 
Trade Marks, Trade Names and Designs. 
Trade Marks, Trade Names and Designs. 
Trade Marks, Trade Names and Designs. 
Trade Marks, Trade Names and Designs. 


Sect. 1. — Introductory. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — General Nature of Letters Patent for Inventums. 

266. The word “patent” has been used somewhat loosely, and 
is frequently employed instead of the word “ invention,” often to 
denote the grant contained in a patent, and sometimes the privilege 
which is the subject-matter of such grant (a). 

The term “ patent,” derived from Latin patens, merely signifies 
an open record made by the Crown in Chancery and under the Great 
Seal, and patents, or more correctly letters patent, are made for very 
many purposes besides granting sole rights to use inventions {b). 

For the purposes of “ patent law ” “ patent ” means letters patent 
for an invention (c). 

267. After a great controversy as to whether a man has as much 
natural and moral right to the produce of his mental exertions as to 
the profits of his corporeal labour and industry, it was held 
that an author has a natural right of property in his work (d). 
But an inventor is not in the same position as an author. An 
author creates his work. An inventor creates nothing. He merely, 
by his mental exertions and ingenuity, discovers what was already 
there. If Milton had not written “ Paradise Lost,” it would never 
have been written ; if Watt had not discovered the use of high- 
pressure steam, someone else would have done so. 

An inventor may, of course, keep his invention to himself, and 
work it as a secret process, but, if he does so, he does so at the peril 
of losing any rights in it if it is discovered, and, except in virtue of 
some special grant, a man has no exclusive right of property in his 
invention (e). Such right may, however, be granted to him by 
letters patent of monopoly. 


Meaning of 
“ patent.” 


Meaning of 
“ patent in 
“ patent law.” 


Invention as 
compared 
with author- 
ship. 


Invention a 
property 
onl> by 
virtue of 
monopoly. 


(a) The light which a patentee has by virtue of his patent is a chose in 
action (see title Choses in Action, Vol. IV., p. 363 ; Be Heath's Patent, 
[1912] W. N. 137) created by the exercise of tne Royal Prerogative, and 
is entirely distinct from the right of property in a chattel created under it 
(Edwards 6s Co. v. Picard, [1909] 2 K. B. 903, 905, C. A.). The letters patent 
do not give the patentee any right to use the invention ; that is a right 
which he would nave as effectually if there were no letters patent at all. 
What the letters patent confer is the right to exclude others from manu- 
facturing in a particular way, and using a particular invention (ibid., citing 
Stzers V. Rogers (1893), 10 R. P. C. 245, 251, H.L. ; [1893] A.C. 232, 235). 

(b) Hindinarch on Patents, p. 77. 

(c) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 93. 

(d) Millar Y. Tai/Zor (1769), 4 Burr. 2303 ; title Copyrigut and Literary 
Property, Vol. VIII., p. 136. 

(«) Hindmaxch on Patents, p. 228. 
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268. A monopoly liaa been defined (/) as an institution or allow- 
ance by the King by his grant, commission, or otherwise, to any 
person or persons, bodies politic or corporate, of or for the sole 
buying, selling, making, working, or using anything (g). 

269. At common law it was Jiot every monopoly that was valid. 
Where a man had by his own charge and industry, or by his own 
wit and invention, brought any new trade into the realm, or any 
engine, tending to the furtherance of a trade, that was not used 
before, and that for the good of the realm, the King might grant 
him a monopoly patent for some reasonable time until the subjects 
might have learned the same, in consideration of the good that he 
brought by his invention to the commonwealth, otherwise not (fe). 

The common law, as defined by the Statute of Monopolies (i), 
declared all grants of monopolies whatsoever apart from those 
already in existence to be void, save those specially exempted by the 
following proviso (j ) : — 

^‘Provided also .... that any declaration before mentioned, shall 
not extend to any letters patent and grants of privilege for the 
term of fourteen years or under hereafter to be made of the sole 
working or making of any manner of new manufactures within 
this realm to the true and first inventor and inventors of such 
manufactures which oUiers at the time of making such letters 
patent and grants shall not use, so as also they be not contrary 
to the law nor mischievous to the State by raising the price of 
commodities at home or hurt of trade or generally inconvenient, 
the said fourteen years to be accounted from the date of tlie first 
letters patent or grants of such privilege hereafter to be made, but 
the same shall bo of such force as they should be if this Act had 
never been made and of none other (k). 

With a few minor alterations, and taking into consideration that 


(/) By Sir E. Coko. 

(a) 3 Co. Inst., c. 85, 181. 

(n) Darcy v. Allin (1602), Noy, 173. 

(i) Stat. (1623) 21 Jac. 1, c. 3. 

Ij) Ibid., 8. 6. 

(k) The language of ibid., s. 6, as Sir E. Coke points out, shows that 
the Statute of Monopolies (1623) 21Jac. 1, c. 3, did not, as is often supposed, 
create patents of monopoly, but merely preserved those that were valid at 
common law. That being so, the necessity for the statute is not at first 
sight clear, and, to understand it, the political situation at the time of its 
enactment must be regarded. Owing to the extravagant claims made by 
the Crown, and owing to the fact that all disputes came before the Star 
Chamber, which was virtually created by stat. (1487) 3 Hen. 7, c. 1, and 
was abolished by stJit. (1640) 16 Car. 1, c. 10, grave abuses arose. The 
statute was passed to remedy these, first by making all disputes triable in 
the courts of common law, and, secondly, by defining what were and what 
were not valid grants of monopolies. The reason why these historical 
matters are still so important lies in the fact that on this question Sir £. 
Coke was a violent partisan. In his writings he puts so narrow a con- 
struction on the meaning of a valid monopoly that many of his propositions 
are no longer law, and several of the present difficulties and anomalies 
have arisen from the dilemma of rejecting such an authority or of 
accepting propositions which have no other support in law ; see pp. 150 
ef seq., post, and the remarks of Eyre, C.J., in Boulton v. Bull (1795), 
2 Ily. Bl. 463, 491. 
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innumerable decisions have crystallised any ambiguity of language 
into recognised forms, this is a statement of the present law. 

270 . The grant, in order to be valid, must be made to a person 
capable of being grantee, there must be a proper subject of the 
privilege granted, and the grant must be limited in time. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Capacity to Obtain Letters Patent, 

271 . The true and first inventor must be the grantee of a 
patent, but it does not follow that every true and first inventor 
can obtain a patent, for no one is entitled to a patent as of 
right {1). 

Any person, whether a British subject or not, may apply for a 
patent (m). 

The words any person” do not exclude a married woman, the 
property in whose invention vests in her as separate estate (//), nor 
an infant (o), nor a lunatic (p). 

The only limitation arises from the fact that every application 
must contain a declaration to the effect that the applicant is in 
possession of an invention whereof he claims to be the true and first 
inventor {q). It therefore follows that the applicant must be in a 
position to make such declaration. 

If a person claiming to be the inventor of an invention dies 
without making an application for the invention, application may 
be made by, and a patent granted to, his legal representative. 
Every such application must contain a declaration by the legal 
representative that he believes the deceased person to have been 
the true and first inventor (r). 

272 . There are certain persons, however, who are incapacitated 
from becoming the grantees of letters patent. 

It has been assumed (s) that the King could not become tho 
grantee of a privilege of monopoly because he could not grant to 
himself ; but as, in an ordinary patent, the King prohibits all others. 


(l) Hindmarch on Patents, p. 4. 

(m) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 1. 

(n) Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 76) ; and 
see title Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., pp. 341 et seq. 

(o) See Cheavin v. Walker (1877), 6 Cn. D. 850, C. A. ; Patents and 
Designs Act, 1907 (-7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 83 ; and see title Infants and 
Children, Vol, XVII., pp. 76 et seq. 

(p) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 83; and see 
title Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., pp. 396 
et seq. 

(g) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 1 (3). As to the 
meaning of true and first inventor, see p. 130, post. 

(r) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 43. This was an 
alteration of the previous law, as, under the Patents, Designs, and Trade 
Marks Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 57), s. 34, the application had to be 
made within six months of the death of the inventor. See also p. 163, post, 

(s) Hindmarch on Patents, p. 34. The question has never been the sub* 
j^t of a decision ; but Mr. Hindmarch seems to have omitted to con* 
aider that a privilege of monopoly is not a grant to the patentee to manu- 
facture according to his invention — ^for that he could do before {Steers v, 

(1893), 10 E. P. C. 245, 251, H. L. ; [1893] A. C. 232, 235)— but a 
prohibition against all others so manufacturing ; see note (a), p. 127, ante. 

H.L. — XXII, F 


Sect. 1. 
Intro- 
ductory. 

Essentials of 
the grant. 


Capacity. 


Incapacity. 



180 


Patents and Inventions. 


Shot. I. including himself (f), from manufacturing, it is difficult to under- 
intro- stand why he should not be able to prohibit everyone save himself, 
dnctory. even though in form he is a grantee to himself. 

Corporations cannot be the true and first inventors of an 
invented, as opposed to an imported, invention, for invention is an 
act of the mind. It follows that they are incapacitated from being 
the sole grantees of a patent for such invention, for they could not 
make the necessary declaration (a). 

On the ground of public policy, certain persons are incapacitated 
from becoming grantees of patents (/<), as an alien enemy, or one 
who is to hold the grant in secret trust for an alien enemy (c), or 
a person who has obtained the knowledge necessary for the invention 
by reason of some public office which he holds (d). 

Bub-Sect. 3. — True and First Invenior, 

(i.) Jn Qenfral. 

True and 273 . It is necessary that the true and first inventor ” shall 
or”inven7orr grantee of a patent (r). A true and first inventor must be 

muRt^i^tbe the true and first inventor of every part of that which he claims to 
grantee or have invented (7 ). It follows, therefore, that in the case of joint 

(fiautccs. inventors, that is to say, where the invention has been the outcome 

of the labour and ingenuity of more than one person, all such 
persons must be co-grantees (g). Provided that the true and first 
inventor or inventors be grantee or grantees, any number of other 
persons may bo co-grantees of the patent, notwithstanding that 
they are not themselves true and first inventors (//). 

Inventor. 274 . An inventor is a person who discovers or finds out 
something now, a framer, contriver, or deviser of what was before 
unknown (i)* Invention is an act of the mind, and the person 
True iii\ciitor. whose mind performs the act is the true inventor. If, therefore, 
the invontifm is suggested to a person by another (/c), or is taken 
from a book(/), or from a model (m), it has not originated in his 
mind, and ho is not the true inventor {u). Nor is a patent granted 
to him as true inventor valid, for ho has committed a fraud upon 

(/) Feather v. F. (1805), 6 B. & S. 257 ; Patents and Designs Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7. c. 29). s. 29. 

(a) Ilindmarch on Patents, p. 35. 

(h) Co. Litt. 2 b ; Shop. Touch., ed , 234, 235. 

(e) See plea in Bloxamx, ( 1 825), 1 C.& P.5.58; (1827) 6B. &C. 160. 

(d) Paiterson v. Gas Light and Cole Co, (1870), 2 Cli. D. 812, C. A. • 
alBrnied (1877), 3 App. Cas. 239. 

(e) Statute of Monopolies (1623), 21 Jae. 1, c. 3, s. 6. 

(/) Ijosh V. Uague (1838), 1 Web.Pat.Cas. 202; Tennant v. (1802), 

1 Web. Pat. Cas. 125, n. ; E, v. Arkwright (1785), Dav. Pat. Cas. 61. 

(g) For forms of ajnreeinent between joint inventors as to their 
rospoctive rights, see Eneyclopsedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X.. 

pp. 101, 102. 

(h) Patents and Desips Act. 1907 (7 Edw. 7.e. 29), s. 1 (1). As to the 
devolution of the legal interest of a co-grantee, see ibid., s. 37. 

(i) Hindmarch on Patents, p. 22. 

(h) Tennant v, , supra, 

(/) E, V. ArkwrighU supra ; Bill v. Thompson (1818), 8 Taunt. 375, 

(m) Lewis v. Barling (1829), 4 0. & P. 62 ; 10 B. & C. 22, C. A. 

(fi) Qibson v. Brand (1841), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 627. 
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the Crown, not only by implication, but specifically; for his Sect. i. 
application for the patent must have been accompanied by a Intro- 
declaration that he was the true inventor (o), and he, knowing how ductory. 
he came by the invention, must have been aware that such 
declaration was false. Provided, however, that he was the true 
inventor, it matters not, so far as the first grant is concerned ( p), 
whether his discovery was the result of an accident, of some happy 
thought, or of great study, labour, and expense (r/). 

In order to come within the benefit of the proviso of the Statute True and first 
of Monopolies (r), the grantee must not only be a true but also 
the true and first inventor. The plea, therefore, that a person is 
not the true and first inventor may raise two issues — first, that a 
fraud has been committed on the Crown (n), and, secondly, that of 
the novelty of the invention (0. 


275. At common law the nature of a patent is that of a bargain Patent, a 
between the inventor and the Crown, the consideration for which is 
the good brouglit by the invention to the commonwealth (a). For tlirdi8cTwm"e 
the purposes of a patent, therefore, the first inventor is ho who o£ discovery 
discloses first to the pul)lic, and not he who in the secrecy of hia 
closet discovers and keeps secret the invention (/>). If several 
persons simultaneously discover the same thing, the party first 
communicating it to the public, under the protection of letters 
patent, is the true and first inventor (c). There may bo many 
rivals who may be running on the same road at the same time, and 
the first who comes to the Crown and takes out a patent is the 
person who has the right to clothe liiniself with the authority of 
the patent and to enjoy its benefits (rf)* 

The test is this, did the public in this realm (/') know of the Test of 
invention at the time of the grant ? If they did, the patent is void. 

If they did not, the patentee, provided he is a true, is also the true iv,rowi7Hi/re of 
and first, inventor. public at 

It follows from this that a man maybe the true and first inventor srant, 
of the rediscovery of a lost art (/). niHcovcry of 


(ii.) j4s hHwem Master ami Servant 


276. A man is allowed to use tools and devices to come by his Miwicr 
invention, and a servant or workman may be, for this purpose, a 


(o) See p. 163, post 

( p) These points maybe material if an extension is applied for ; see p. 199, 
post 

iq) Crane v. Frice (1842), 4 Man. & G. 680. 

(r) 21 Jac. 1, c. 3, a. 6. 

(if) llindmarch on Patents, p. 447 ,* Walton v. Potter (1841), 1 Web. Pat. 
Gas. 586, 692. * 

(0 Owing to the fact that particulara have <o be furniHhed of want of 
novelty (see p. 218, post), it would be highly dangerous to rely on tliis j»lea 
alone to raise this issue. 

{a) Ipswich Cloihworkers* Case (1614), Godb. 262; and see p. 128, 
and p. 142, post 

(h) DoUond v. (1766), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 43. 

(c) Forsyth v. Riviere (1819), Chitty, Prerogatives of the Crown, 182. 

(d) Cornish v. Keene (1835), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 601, 608. 

(e) As to inventions communicated from abroad, see pp. 132 ei seq , post 

(/) bieud V. Williams (1843), 2 Web. Pat. Gas., 126, 136. 


invcnlKui. 
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mere tool. If bo, the invention is that of the master, and not of the 
servant (^). 

If the master suggests the principle to the servant, and the 
servant assists him, then the master is the true and first inventor, 
and the servant is a machine, so to speak, "which the master uses 
for the purpose of enabling him to carry his original conception 
into effect. If in the course of experiments the servant makes 
valuable discoveries, accessory to the main principle and tending to 
carry that out in a belter manner, such improvements are the 
property of the inventor of the original and improved principle, 
and may be embodied in his patent, and, if so embodied, the 
patent is not avoided by evidence that the servant made the 
suggestion of the subordinate improvement of the primary and 
improved princii>le (h). 

277. If, however, the servant makes a substantive invention, 
the question whether he has done so being a question of fact in 
each case, he is the true and first inventor thereof ; for the mere 
relation of master and servant does not make the master the true 
and first inventor of the invention of the servant, even though the 
servant has employed the master’s time, materials and money in 
arriving at his invention (i). 

278. A totally different and distinct question may arise, namely, 
as to whether, the patent having been properly granted to the 
servant as the true and first inventor, he or the master is entitled 
in equity to the benefit thereof. If satisfied from the relation 
of the parties, in all the circumstances of the case, a court of equity 
may grant a declaration that the servant holds the patent in trust 
for the master (/c). Special contracts may be, and often are, entered 
into between master and servant to govern the relation between 
them regarding inventions, and a court of equity may grant specific 
performance of such contracts {1). 

(iii.) Invention Communicated from Abroad. 

279. The fact that an invention has been communicated to 
a person by another within this realm is a fatal objection to the 
grant of a iiatent to that person as true and first inventor (m). 
But the matter is otherwise if the communication is made without 
the realm and the person so receiving it is the first to import the 
invention into the realm. At common law he who, in peril of his 

(g) Minier v. WelU (1834), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 132 ; Bloxam v. EUee (1825) 

1 C. & r. 568, 567. ' 

(h) Allen V. liawBon (1845), 1 C. B. 651 ; and compare Barber v. Wcdduck, 
(182»), cited 1 C. & P. 567. 

(») Saxby v. Gloucester Wagon Co. (1883), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 64, 
56. 

{h) Pashley v. Linotype Co., Ltd. (1903), 20 B. P. C. 633; Edisonia, Lid. 
V. Parse (1908), 26 R. P. C. 546. 

(l) See title Specific Performance. As to damages for breach of 
contract between master and servant, see title Master and Servant. 
Vol. XX., pp. 107 et seq. As to the duties of the servant towards his 
former master on the termination of the employment, see ibid., pp. 126, 

(m) See p. 130, ante. 
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life and consumption of his estate or stock, brought in a new Sect, h 
invention and a new trade within the kingdom was equally entitled Intro- 
to a patent with him who had made a new discovery of anything (n) ; dactory. 

and, as the Statute of Monopolies (o) was construed to intend to 
preserve all monopolies which would have been good at common 
law, the words “ true and first inventor ** have always been 
construed to include “true and first importer ” (p). 

280. The essential quality, common alike to the inventor and Importation 
to the importer, which makes them “ true and first inventors 

within the meaning of the Statute of Monopolies (o), is this, that realm! * 
each, in his own way, is the first to make known wdthin this realm 
a new invention. It follows, therefore, that the importation must be 
from outside the realm : it does not suffice if it merely is an 
importation from one part of the realm to another (q). 

281. The question as to whether the communication was made Test of 

from abroad is one of fact in each case, the test being: was the ;i,„ 

grantee the first person to make know’ii within this realm the firat to 
invention ? (a) Provided that it is bond fide a eonnuunication from diHolose 
abroad, the patent is not avoided merely because the inacliinery 

of such communication operated within the realm, as, for instance, 
if a foreigner, resident abroad, sends his clerk to communicate the 
invention orally to the grantee within the realm {/>), 

282. Although in law a foreigner resident abroad may be the Foreigner 
proper grantee, as true and first inventor, of a patent cominuni- 

cated to him by another foreigner resident abroad (c), yet by the gmntee. 
Patent Office Eules no such patent will be granted (d). 

283. As, in the case of an inventor (e), it is irrelevant to con- Position of 
aider how much labour, time, skill, or money was expended in 
coming by the invention, so, in the case of an importer, the law tiuni party, 
does not take into consideration his “ merit ” as an importer. lie 

may be the mere servant or agent of the foreign inventor (c). 

In this statement, however, the relation of principal and agent iVisitionof 
must be understood to exist only inter partes. The Crown detils 
with the importer alone as its grantee. It follows, therefore, tliat, 
should the question become relevant, the knowledge of the grantee 

(n) Ipswich Olothworkers^ Case (1614), Godb. 232. 

{o) 21 Jac. 1, c. 3. 

ip) Edgeberry v. Stephens (1688), 2 Salk. 447 ; Carpenter v. Smith (1841 ), 

1 Web. Pat. Cas, 530; Nickels v. Boss (1849), 8 C. B. 679 ; Plimpton v. 

Maloolmson (1876), 3 Ch. D. 531. 

iq) Brown v. Annanddle db Son (1842), 1 Web Pat. Cas. 433, H. L ; 

Boebuck v. Stirling Son (1774), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 45, H. L. ; WalUm v. 

Bateman (1842), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 613. 

(a) Darcy v. AUin (1602), Noy, 173, 178. Hindmarch on Patents, p. 20, 
raises several points, which have never been actually decided, as to the 
effect of the nationality and domicil of the communicator and the 
grantee, and the locus of the communication. 

(5) PiUcington v. Teakley Vacuum Rammer Co, (1901), 18 R. P. C. 450, 

C. A. ; Be Jameson^ s Patent (1902), 19 R. P. C. 246. 

ie) Be Wirth^s Patent (1879), 12 Ch. D. 303. 

id) Patent Office Rules, 9th May, 1884. 

(e) Crane v. Price (1842), 4 Man. & G. 580; see p. 131, ante» 
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is confined to his own actual knowledge, and that knowledge of his 
communicator cannot be used either for (/") or against {g) him. 

284. In virtue of certain international agreements, a patentee in 
certain foreign countries can obtain a patent in this country in a 
peculiar way (/t), which gives him certain advantages as to priority ; 
hut this question is not relevant in dealing with the meaning of 
first and true importer. 

yuB-SECT. 4. — Subject-matter of a Fatmt. 

(i.) Nature of the Art 

286. A patent contains a grant. That grant confers a privilege. 
The subject-matter of that privilege— loosely spoken of as the 
subject-matter of the patent — must be, ^^ith two limitations here- 
after dealt with (i), for the sole working or making of any manner 
of new manufacture which others at the time shall not use (A:)* It 
therefore becomes important to consider the meaning of the word 
“ manufacture,** and how far that meaning is modified by the 
governing words working/* ** making,” and “ use.** The word 
“manufacture** may be defined, first, as the art or practice of 
making or constructing any piece of workmanship ; secondly, as 
anything made by art (1). The word “art ’* has very often been used 
as an equivalent to the word “ manufacture ** for the purposes and 
within the meaning of the Statute of Monopolies The older 
common law cases speak of a trade or engine tending to the 
furtherance of a trade (//), or a new invention and a new trade (o), 
Do the W'oid used “manufacture,** “trade,** or “art,** the meaning 
is (juite i)lain. It signifies the dealing with, in some w^ay, corporeal 
articles, and not abstract ideas. Further, the Statute of 
Monopolies (;>) goes on to deal with the question of raising the 
})rice of commodities at home, or of hurt of trade, and the form of 
the grant includes the vending of the invention. It has therefore 
boon lield {q) that the manufacture or art must be an art for the 
jiroduction of vendible articles, or articles of trade or commerce 
caj)able of being bought or sold. 

286. There are, therefore, two necessary ingredients to an 
invention before it can be the subject-matter of a patent— dis- 
covery and a new art. That every discovery does not produce a new 
art is clear. For instance, the person who first discovered that light 
acted upon the salts of silver made a great discovery, but he did 


if) Wegmann v. Corcoran (1879), 13 Ch. D. 65, 0. A. 

(</) Plimpton V. Malcolmson (1876), 3 Ch. 1>. 531. 

(h) See pp. 229 et aeq., post 

(i) Seepp. 141, 142, and p. 152, post 
(A ) See p. 128, ante, 

(l) Johnson *8 Dictionary. 

(m) 21 Jao. 1, 0 . 3; see Mitchel v. BeynoUs (1712), 1 P. Wms. 181 ; 
1 Hawk. P. C., 0 . 29, s. 20 ; Bac. Abr., tits. Monopoly, Prerogative. 

(n) Darey v. AHin (1602), Noy, 173, 182. 

(o) Ipswich Clothworkers' Case (1614), Godb. 252. 
ip) 21 Jao. 1, o. 3. 

(g) Bonltan v. BuU (1795), 2 Hy. Bl. 463 ; B. v. Wheeler (1819), 2 
B. L Aid. 346, 340 ; Cornish v. Keene (1837), 3 Bing. (n. c.) 570. 
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not make a patentable invention, for he produced no new art ; but 
the person who showed the public how this chemical truth could be 
used to produce the art of photography made a patentable invention. 
Again, when Galvani discovered the effect of an electric current 
from his battery on a frog’s leg he made a great discovery, but no 
patentable invention (r). If a new art has been produced there 
has been a patentable invention ; if not, there has only been an 
unpatentable discovery («). 

287. Although the law on this matter is simple, its application 
to any particular case is often very difficult (t). The question as to 
whether there has been invention is one of fact in each case, and it 
is therefore idle to multiply cases which only decide the facts 
arising therein (ri). 

288. Although the question is one of fact, it is nevertlieless 
useful to consider what evidence the court regards in coming to the 
conclusion upon the fact. 

The commercial utility of the product is often very cogent, 
though not conclusive (/>), evidence that there has been invention. 
If there has been a demand, and that demand has not been satis- 
fied although many have tried, it is strong evidence in favour of the 
contrivance having required invention to contrive it(rO; but care 
must be taken to distinguish this case from that where the 
demand itself has only recently come into existence, for in this 
latter case it may well be that the problem only lacked solution 


(r) Lane Fox v, Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Co., 1 1892 J 
3 Ch. 424, C. A., per Lindley, L.J., at p. 42A 

(e) Keynolds V, Smith {Herbert) & Co., Ltd. (1902), 20 R. P. C. 123; 
Harwood v. Great Northern Rail. Co, (1865), 11 H. L. (/as. 664 ; Horton v. 
Mabon (1862), 12 C. B. (N. s.) 437 ; Saxby v. Gloucester Wagon Co. (1881), 
7 Q. B. D. 305 ; Britain v. Hirsch (1888),* 5 R. P. C. 226, C;.* A. ; Welsbarh 
Incandescent Gas Light Co. v. Daylight Incandescent Mantle Co. (1899), 17 
R. P. C. 141, C. A. ; Case v. Cressy (1900), 17 R. P. C. 255, per Buckley, ,1.. 
at p. 261 ; Acetylene Illuminating Co. v. United Alkali Co. (1902), 20 
R. P. C. 161, 173, C. A. ; 72 L. J. (CH.) 214. The selection of a material 
the suitability of which was not previously known for a particular 
purpose may be the subject-matter of a patent if the selection involvc^s 
invention (Jw Bosch's Apjplicaiion for a Patent {\ 909), 26 R. P. C. 710, 
following Kay v. Marshall (1836), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 34). 

(t) Vickers, Sons ct- Co. v. SiddeU (1890), 7 R. P. C. 292, II. L. 

(а) Ll/on v. Goddard (1803), 10 R. P. C. 334, C. A., per Lord Ksher, M.R., 

at p. 344. “ lias there been an exercise of the inventive faculties 1 That 

depends on a true view of all the circumstances, and it cannot be governed 
in any one case by a finding of fact, on a totally different invention, by a 
tribunal like the House of Lords. We must apply our mind to the specific 
facts before us : and nothing is more pernicious, or likely to lead the court 
astray, than, when it has to decide a question of fact in one case, to wander 
into another case; to look at the decision of fact in that case, and then to 
see what differentiations there can be between the facts in the cited cas<» 
and the one before the court. The court that travels on these lines always 
goes wrong” [ibid., per Bowen, L.J., at p. 346). 

(б) Riekman v, Thierry (1896), 14 R. P. C. 105, H. L. ; Fawcett v. 
Homan (1896), 13 R. P. C. 398, C. A. ; 12 T. L. R. 507 ; LongboUom v. Shaw 
(1891), 8 R. P. C. 333, H. L. ; Morgan do Co. v. Windover Co. (1890), 7 
R. P. C. 131, H. L, 

(c) Oosnell v. Bishop (1888), 6 R. P. C. 41, 161, C. A. ; American Braided 
Wire Co. v. Thomson (1890), 44 Ch. D. 274, O. A. ; Blakey dt Co. v. Latham 
do Co. (1889), 6 R. P, C, 184, C, A. 43 Ch. P. 23 ; Elias y. Qrovessnd Tin 
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bdcauBB ther6 was no incantiv© to attempt it, and that, as soon as 
that incentive came, the solution was so obvious that it required no 
invention (d). The strongest evidence of this kind, however, some* 
times 8hoN\s that the invention, though apparently trifling, made the 
whole difference tetween commercial success and failure, and if this 
is so the court is very loth to say that there is no invention. The 
merest ‘‘scintilla '' of invention maybe sufficient to support the 
patent. Nor is the apparent simplicity of the invention, when 
once it has been invented and explained (c), nor the fact that it 
was come by through an accident (/), a bar to the patent. 

Again, the nature of the art itself may be some indication as to 
whether there has been invention or not. For instance, analogous 
use of different things is much less certain to produce analogous 
results in chemistry than it is in mechanics, and consequently the 
decisions of the courts show a greater inclination to attribute inven- 
tion to a new use of chemical process than to a new use of mechanical 
contrivance, assuming that the question turns on analogous user (g). 

It will be seen that these questions are only germane to the 
evidence which should be tendered, and not to the main question, 
which is one of pure fact and must satisfy two conditions — 
(1) there must have been an exercise of the inventive faculties ; 
(‘2) there must be a new art. 

289. From the meaning of the words it is clear that a principle 
of nature cannot be an art in itself. Therefore the discovery of a 
principle cannot be the subject-matter of a patent (h). But the 
discovery of a principle together with the means of putting it into 
practice may be good subject-matter (i). 

The new art in this case is not the principle per se, for that per 
se is no art, nor tlie means of putting the principle into effect per 

J*late Co. (1890), 7 R. P. C. 455, C. A. ; Gammons v. Battersby (1904), 21 
P. P. 0. 222. C. A. 

id) Losh V. Hague (1838). 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 202, 207, C. A. ; Ehrlich v. 
Ihlee (1888), 5 R. P. 198, 206 ; Edison Bell Phonograph Coi^oration 
V Smith and Young (1894), 11 R. P. C. 389, C. A. ; Eayward v. Hamilton 
(1881), Griffin, Patent Casefl, 1884*6, 117 ; Parker and Smith v. Saichwell 
d* Co. (1901), 18 R. P. C. 299; British Vacuum Cleaner Co v. Suction 
Cleaners, Ltd. (1904). 21 R. P. C. 303. 

(e) Benno Joff^ und Darmstaedter Lanolin Fabrtk v. Biehardson (John) 
rf* (’o.. Ltd. (1894), 11 R. P. C. 93, 261, C. A. 

if) JAardet v. Johnson (1778), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 63 ; Crane v. Price (1842), 
4 Man. & G. 680. 

ig) Badische Anilin und Soda Fabrik v. Levinstein (1887), 12 App. Cas. 
710. 

(A) BouUon V, Bull (1796), 1 Carp. Pat. Cas. 117 ; HousehiU Coad and 
Iron Co. V. Neilson (1843), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 673, H. L. ; Crossley v. Potter 
(1853), Macr. 240. 

(♦) Neilson v. Harford (1841), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 331 ; Walton v. Bateman 
(1842), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 613 ; Hills v. London Gas Light Co. (I860), 6 
H. & N. 312 ; Neu'ton v, Vaucher (1861), 6 £xch. 869, 866 ; Harwood v. 
Great Northern Bail. Co. (1860), 2 B. & S. 194, per Blackbukn, J., at 
p. 214; Cannington v. NuttaU 0^71 )> B. R. 6 H. L. 206, 226; Danger^ 
field V. Jones (1866), 13 L. T. 142 ; Jones v. Pearce (1832), 1 Web. Pat. 
Cas. 122 ; Jupe v. Pratt (1837), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 146 ; Automatic Weighing 
Machine Co. v. Knight (1889), 6 R. P. C. 113, 297, C. A. ; Thomson 7 . 
Moore (1889), 6 R. P. C. 626; 23 L. R. Ir. 699, 626; affirmed (1890), 1 
R. P. C. 826 , H. U 
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ie, for that may be old (k), but the process of utilising the principle. 
For instance, Watt discovered that the efficiency of the steam engine 
could be greatly increased by keeping the cylinder hot and con- 
dmsing the steam outside instead of inside. In his patent be 
showed means of doing so. It was objected against his patent, 
first, that it was for a principle, and therefore bad for want of good 
matter, and, secondly, in the alternative, that it was for the means 
of keeping the cylinder hot, which was well known, and therefore 
bad for want of novelty. It was held, however, that it was for 
neither, but for the process of working a steam engine on a new 
principle by means disclosed (Z). 

It is now settled beyond doubt that a process may be an art 
within the meaning and for the purposes of a patent (;;/). Tliat 
being so, two alternatives present themselves- (^1) the principle 
may be new ; or (2) the principle may be old. In either case there 
may be good subject-matter, but the ambits of the two patents will 
be quite different. In the former case the pith and mrtrrow of the 
invention is the principle, and, if the inventor has devised some way 
of carrying his new principle into effect, he is entitled to protect 
himself from all other modes of putting that i)rinciplo into effect, 
that being treated as piracy of his original invention 00* If' the 
latter case the pith and marrow of the invention is the means of 
carrying a known principle into effect, and protection will only be 
given for the particular means described (o). 


(k) Otto V. Linford (1882), 46 L. T. 35, C. A. ; Neihon v. Harford (1841), 
1 Web. Pat. Cas. 331; Hovsehill Coal and Iron Co. v. Neihon (1843), 1 
Web. Pat. Cas. 673, H. L. ; Muntz v. Foster (1844), 2 Web. Pat. ("as. 96 ; 
Edison Bell Phonograph Corporation v. Smith (1894), 11 R. P. (’. 148, 389 ; 
10 T. L. R. 622; Electric Telegraph Co. v. Brett (1861), 10 C. B. 838. 

(Z) Boulton V. Bull (1796), 2 Hy. Bl. 463 ; Homhlower v. Boulton (1799), 
8 Term Rep. 96. 

(m) Crane v. Price (1842), 4 Man. &: G. 680 ; see Hall v. Jarvis (1822), 
1 Web. Pat. Cas. 100 ; Losh v. Hague (1838), 1 Web. Pat Cas. 202, 207. 

(n) June v. Pratt (1837), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 146; applied in Chamberlain 

and Hookham v. Bradford Corporation (1903), 20 11. P. C. 673, H. L. ; 
Ashworth v. English Card Clothing Co. (1903), 20 R. P. C. 790, H. h ; 
Consolidaied Car Heating Co. v. Came (1903), 20 R, P. C. 745, P. ; 
[1903] A. C. 609; Sandow v. Sznlay (1904), 21 R. P. C. 33, 333, C. A.; 
Haskell Golf Ball Co. v. Hutchison (No. 2) (1905), 22 R. P. C. 478 ; 
Minter v. WeUs (1834), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 127 ; Househill Coal and Iron 
Co. V. NeUson, s^^a, at p. 686 ; Otto v. Linford, supra ; Crossley v. Beverley 
(1829), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 106 ; Badische Anilin und Soda Fabrik v. Levin^ 
stein (1883), 24 Ch. D. 166; Easterhrook v. Greal Western Bail. Co. (1886), 2 
R. P. C. 201 ; AutomaUe Weighing Machine Co. v. Knight 6 R. P. 

297, 304, C. A. ; Automatic Weighi'ng Machine Co. v. Combined Weighing 
Machine Co. (1889), 6 R. P. C. 367, C. A. ; 68 L. J. (Q. B.) 647 ; Automatic 
Weighing Machine Co. v. National Exhibitions Association (1891), 8 R. 
P. C. 346 ; 9 R. P. C. 41, C, A. ; NoheVs Explosives Co. v. Anderson 
(1894), 11 R. P. C. 619, C. A., per Kay, L.J., at p. 627. 

(o) Proctor v. Bennis (1887), 36 Ch. D. 740, C. A. ; Siddell v. Vickers, 
Sons dt Co. (1888), 6 R. P. C. 416, C. A.; 39 Ch. D. 92; Needham v. 
Johnson dt Co. (1884), 1 R. P. C. 49, C. A. ; BoviU v. Pimm (1866), 11 Exch. 
718 ; Barbery. Grace (1847), 1 Exch. 339 ; CuHis v. PlaU (1863), 3 Ch. I). 
135, n. ; Lister v. Leather (1868), 8 £. 6? B. 1004 ; Saxby y. dunes (1874), 
43 L. J. (ex.) 228, H. L. ; Dudgeon v. Thomson (1877), 3 App. Cas. 34 ; 
Nordenfelt y. Gardner (1884), 1 R. P. C. 61, C. A.; Hocking Co. v. 
Mocking (1888), 6 B. P. C. 69, H. L. 
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1 ^ 90 . An improvement on something known may be the subject* 
matter of a patent (p)» Nor is it any bar to the patent that the art 
upon wliich it is an improvement is already the subject-matter of 
an existing patent (5). It may well be that the second patentee 
cannot use his improvement without infringing the first patent, 
and therefore must use it under licence from the first patentee, but 
that is not material on the question of whether his improvement 
patent has subject-matter or not (r). 

291 . Where a patent for an invention has been applied for or 
granted, the applicant or patentee may apply for a patent for any 
improvement or modification of the original invention as a patent 
of addition instead of as a substantive new patent. If granted, the 
patent of addition depends for its term on the original patent and 
certain fees are saved by the patentee (s). 

292 . A new combination may be the subject-matter of a patent 
although every part of the combination per se is old, for here the 
now art is not the parts themselves, but the assembling and working 
them together, which ex hypoiliesi is new (i). If the result produced 
by such a combination is either a new article, or a better article, or 
a cheaper article than before (a), such combination is an invention 
or a manufacture within the statute and may well be the subject- 
matter of a patent (Z>). It is none the less a new combina- 
tion l)eoau8e the novelty consists in omitting some part of an old 
combination (r). 

(/>) Sir K. Coke says that it cannot be (BircoVa Case (1573), 3 Co. Inst. 
184, Kx. CAi.)t but this proposition has been overruled in terms again and 
airain {liaUlon v. Smith (1805), 11 H. L. Cas. 223 ; Boulton v. Bull (1795), 
2 lly. Bl. 403, 488), and, were it good law, it would vitiate many existing 
patents {Morris v. Branson (1770), cited 2 11 y. Bl. 489). 

iq) Lister v. Leather (1858), 8 E. & B. 1004, 1017 ; Crane v. Price 

(1842), 4 Man. & G. 580; llichton^s Patent Syndicate v. Patents and 

Mathine Improvements Co.^ Ltd. (1909), 20 R. P. C. 339. 

(r) Lister v. Jjeather, sujvra; Crane v. Price, supra, 
is) See pp. 205, 200, post ; Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 

e. 29). s. 19. For a form of application for a patent of addition, see 

Ihicyclopiedia of Forms and Pn^cedents, Vol. XVI.. p. 495. 

(0 Meirtun v. Grand Junction Hml. Co. (1840), 5 Exch. 334; Boulton v. 
Bull, supra, at p. 487 ; B midart v. Grimshaw (1803), Dav. l*at. Cas. 205 ; 
Jhll V. Thompson (1817), 1 Web. Put. Cas. 235, 237 ; Brunion v. llawkes 
(1821), 4B. iV Aid. 541, 650 ; Lister v. Leather, supra ; Morion v. Middleton 
(1803), 1 Maeph. (Ct. of fc^ess ) 718, 721. 

{a) Morton v. Middleton, supra ; Crane v. Price, supra; Murray v. 
Clayton (1872), 7 Ch. App. 570, 584; Marconi v. British Radio Telegraph 
and Telephone Co. (1911), 28 R. P. C. 181; 27 T. L. R. 274; British 
Westinghouse Electrio and Manufacturing Co. v. Braulik (1010), 27 R. P C. 
209, C. A. 

(6) Crane v. Price, supra ; Cannington v. Nutiall (1871), L. R. 5 H. L. 
205 ; Minier v. Wells (1834), 1 CV. M. & R. 505 ; IluddaH v. Orintshaw, 
sujnra ; Alien v. Rawson (1845), 1 C. B. 551 ; Lister v. Leather, supra. For 
instance, if the shearing of cloth from list to list by shears is known and 
the shearing of it from end to end by rotatory cutters is known, a com- 
l)ination of the shearing of it from list to list by rotatory cutters may 
be good Bubjeot-matter {Lewis v. Davis (1829), 3 C. & P. 502). 

ie) For instance, iron pipes were made by forcing iron stri]^, heated at 
each ed^ to the welding ^int, throu|^ a hole in a die plate, in the centre 
of which hole was a soliu mandril. The strip was bwt round and the 
edges forced together by a hole, while the mandril was for the purpose of 
keeping the centre of the pipe open. It was discovered that t&b mandril 
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It must, however, always be borne in mind that the exercise of sect. i. 
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mere combining of two elements of machinery or other things ductory. 
without invention is not the proper subject-matter of a patent, combination 

A combination may, but it does not follow that it must, be the must have 

subject-matter of a patent (d). exercised 
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293 . It being known that a certain class of things will oporale in a fncuity. 
certain way, or it being know^ii that a certain process will produce Sri<*rtion of 
certain results, the selection of the best of the class, or of the 
conditions under which the process will give the best results, may or prwchKsr 
be the subject-matter of a patent (c). 


294 . So far the class of inventions dealt with consists of some now (MasRinoai ion 
means to arrive at either some new or old result. There is, however, 
a material difference between applying a new contrivance to an old tion 
object and an old contrivance to a new object (/). The same law inveniious. 
still obtains, namely, that there must be an exercise of Uie inventive 
faculties and the production of a new art, but in this latter class of 
case it is most ditlicult to apply (//). 


in fact was quite unnecessary and needlessly eomplieaied the machine. 
It was held that the combination of passing strips of iron in the old uay 
through the old hole but without the mandril was good suhiect-matter of 
a patent {Russell v. Cowley (1835), 1 O. M. & R. 864 ; and see Roolh v. 
jfiTennttrd (1856), 1 II. & N. 527, Kx. Ch. ; Wallington v. Dnle (1852), 7 
Exch. 888 ; Minter v. Mower (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 735 ; Saxhy v. Gloucester 
Wugon Co. (1881), 7 Q. B. 1). 305 ; Pneumnlic Tyre Co. v. Tubeless Tgre ('o. 
and Capon Heaton (1898), 15 R. P. C. 74, 236, C. A. ; 14 T. L. R. 341 : 16 
R. P. C. 77, H. L. ; 15 T. L. R. 127). 

(d) Williams v. A"ye (1889), 7 R. P. 0. 37 ; Thompson v. Janies (1863), 
32 Boav. 570 ; Rushton v, Crawley (1870), L. R. 10 Eq. 522. 

{e) Hills V. London Gas Light Co. (1860), 5 H. ^ N. 312. For instance, it 
was well known that all solutions of potassium cyanide would dissolve gold 
out of its ores to some extent. It was found that a very dilute solution 
was far superior to a strong solution, and it was held that the selection of 
the very dilute solution was good subject-matter for a patent {(Uissel Gold 
Extracting Co. v. Cyanide Gold Reeovenj Syndicate (1895), 12 iL P. C. 232, 
C. A.). Again, it wjis known that a certain chemical process at all material 
temperatures produced * substance X and substance Y. X was uselnl 
commercially, X was of no value. About 90 per cent, of the useless V 
was produced for about 10 per cent of the useful X. It was discovered 
that by never allowing the temi>erature to rise above a ccTtain point the 
production of the useiul X was enormously increased. It was held that 
this selection of this particular condition of temperature was good subject- 
matter {Saccharin Corporation v. Chemicah and Drugs ('o. (1899), 17 K. P. ^ 

28 ; and see Hartley's Patent (1777), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 64 : Walionv. Potter 
(1841), 3 Man. & G. 411 ; R. v. Cutler (1847), 3 Car. & Kir. 215 ; Push 
V. Fox (1856). 5 II. L. Cas. 707 (application of a known machine to a new 
purpose) ; Hill v. Thompson (1817), I Web. Pat. Cas. 235, 237 ; Macintosh 
V. Everington (1836), 2 ('arp. Pat. Cas. 180; Walton v. Potter, supta , 
Munie V. Foster (1844), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 96, 103 ; Penn v. Bibby (I860), 

2 Ch. App. 127 (application of an old material to a new purpose) ; Hall v. 
Jarvis (1822), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 100 ; Pow v. Taunton {1846h 9 Jur. 1056 ; 
Steiner v. Heald (1857), 6 Exch. 607 (application of an old process to a 
new purpose) ). 

(/) Losh V. Hague (1838), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 202, 207. 

ig) The most instructive case {Lane Fox v. Kensington and Knightshridns 
Electno Lighting Co., [1892] 3 Ch. 424, C. A., per Lindlrt, L.J., at p 429) 
on this class ot invention is that ol Harwood v. Great Sort%ern Pad Ca 
(1805), 11 H. it. Cas. 651, where the inviMitioii was for the application ot a 
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295. A mere application of an old contrivance in the old way to 
an analogous subject without any novelty in the mode of applying 
such old contrivance to the new purpose is not such subject-matter 
as will support a patent (fe). In every case arises a question of 
fact, whether the contrivance before in use was so similar to that 
wliich the patentee claims that there is no invention in the differ- 
ences, if any, between the old contrivance and that for which the 
patentee claims a monopoly ; and if there is none, then arises a 
further question of fact, namely, whether the purpose to which the 
contrivance was before applied and the new purpose are so analogous 
or cognate that there is no discovery or invention in the new 
application — whether, in short, it is mere application or not ; for if 
there is invention or discovery producing a practical benefit (t) it is 
the valid subject of a patent. It must always be a question of 
degree — a question of more or less whether the analogy or cognate- 
ness of the purposes is so close as to prevent there being invention 
in the application. If there is any real invention, though a slight 
one, producing a beneficial result, there is subject-matter (A:). 

The above question often arises in one particular form, that of 
the new and more advantageous use of old tools. The mere 
application of an old tool to hitherto untried material (Z), or in a 
better and more skilful way (m), is not proper subject-matter 
for a patent. It would be a ve^ extraordinary thing to say that 
because all mankind eats soup with a spoon that a man could take 
out a patent because he says you might eat peas with a spoon (n). 
The rights of the public would be unduly curtailed if this were so (o). 

296. Finally, a most important class must be considered. Is 
the product of a manufacture per se the subject-matter of a patent ? 


well-known iron plate, which had been used for joining wooden beams 
together, to join iron rails together; what is called a ‘’fishplate” on 
railways. Although the judgment in that case was not unanimous as to the 
laets, all the judges were agieed as to the law. 

(h) Losh V. Hague (1838), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 202, 208 ; Kay v. Marshall 
(1841), 8 Cl. & Fin. 245, H. L. ; BaUion v. Smith (1865), 11 H. L. Cas. 223 ; 
WUHs V. Davison (1863), 1 New Rep. 234; Main v. Ashby db Co. (1911), 
28 R. P. C. 492. This principle bolds good oven although there is com- 
lueroial success {Thermos^ Lid, v. luoZn, Ltd, (1910), 27 R. P. C. 388). 

(i) As in the case of Crane v. Price (1842), 4 Man. & G. 580. 

(&) Vickers, Sons db Co. v. Siddell (1896), 7 R. P. C. 292, H. L. The 

Q uestion is one of pure fact in each case, and a multiplication of authority 
oes not assist ; but for a case where the court went very far in order to 
uphold a patent, see Thomson v. American Braided Wire Co. (1889), 6 
R. P. 0. 618, H.L. ; 6 T. L. R. 637. 

(I) Brook V. Aston^ (1867), 8 £. & B. 478 ; Patent Bottle Envelope Co, v. 
Seymer (1868), 6 C. B. (n. s.) 164. 

\m) Dredge v. Parnell (1899), 16 R. P. C. 625, H. L. 

(n) Losh V. Hague, supra, ner Lord Abinger, C.B., at p. 208. 

(o) For instance, it being known that paraffin was beneficial in cleaning 
paper-making machines, it was discovered that the evils which the para^ 
removed oomd be prevented alto^ther by treating the clean machine 
with paraffin before starting it. It was held that this was not proper 
subject-matter, for anyone who used paraffin, as he had a perfect right to 
do, would be prevented from using it on a clean machme {ParUngton 
and Kneller-Partington Paper Pulp Co. v. HarUepools Pulp and Paper Co, 
(1896), 12 R. P. C. 296). 
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There is no decision on this point, but in these days when chemical Sect. i. 
patents are becoming more and more numerous the matter is of Intro* 
growing importance. At first sight it would seem that products dnotoiv. 
per se would be good subject-matter, for they are something 
manufactured by art, which is one definition of manufacture, and 
the word ** manufacture ” in the Statute of Monopolies (p) is of 
extensive signification, and is applied not only to things made but 
to the practice of making (</). 

The point, however, lies deeper than at first would be supposed (r). submiwion 
The nature of patent rights is that of a chose in action («), that is to that produce 
say, a right that can be enforced in a court of law; and the enforceable 
right is not to vest anything in the patentee (0» but to prevent anyone matter of 
else making, using, or working the manufacture. In the sense of patent, 
the word “ manufacture ” as hitherto used, namely, as equivalent to an 
art or trade, this is intelligible enough. But if a product per se is to 
be the subject-matter, the patentee has a right to prohibit anyone else 
not only from using some corporeal chattel in a particular way, but 
also from having that corporeal chattel at all. For instance, suppose 
a man discovers an element hitherto unknown and produces it in its 
pure state by any well-known process, he would bo able to restrain 
anyone from digging up and selling the earth for the foundations 
of a house if that earth happened to contain a deposit of the element 
in a pure state, were the product of his invention perse subject- 
matter. If it is conceded that this is an absurdity, there is no 
logical difference between the case taken and that of the chemist who 
claims a dye stuff per se as the subject-matter of his patent. He 
discloses that A, B, and C, well-known chemical bodies, under 
certain conditions, make Q, a new and valuable dye stuff. He chooses 
to frame his claim so that Q, irrespective of the method, is 
the subject-matter perse. Another chemist makes X, Y, and Z, 
admittedly quite different chenjically from A, B, and C, react 
together ; and, in the molecular shuflfle that follows, to his surprise 
Q results. He has not used his corj^oreal chattels X, Y, and Z in 
any way disclosed or claimed by the patentee, and yet he suddenly 
finds himself deprived of the free use of them, just as the builder 
was deprived of the use of his earth. 

In the absence of any authority to show that a different law 
obtained for different classes of jiroducts, it is submitted that a 
product per se is not the subject-matter of a patent. 

(ii.) Novelty of the Art, 

297. The statement that the subject-matter of a patent must be Essential to 
for the sole working or making of any manufacture (a) was made 
subject to two limilalions (]b). The first of these is that the rnanu- ^ 
facture shall be new, and that others at the time of the making of 


(p) 21 Jao: 1, c. 3 : see p. 134, cmie. 

(^) BouUon V. BuU (1796), 2 Hy. Bl. 463, per Etbe, C.J., at p. 492. 

(r) It was never raised in the case cited m note tn/m. 

(e) See p. 127, anfe. ^ 

(t) British Mutoscope and Biograph €o,. Ltd, v. Horner^ [1901] I < ’li i’n I. 
(a) See p. 134, ante. 
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such patent or grant shall not use it(c*). Novelty of the art is an 
essential to the validity of the patent, for otherwise there would be 
no benefit given to the public and consequently no consideration 
moving from the patentee ; for the consideration which alone gives 
the Crown power to grant patents of monopoly is that the inventor 
shall bring into this realm some new trade or some engine tending 
to the furtherance of some trade (rZ), and, if the invention is not new, 
the inventor does not communicate to the public anything which 
they did not know liefore. If, therefore, the public has once become 
possessed of the knowledge of the invention, no patent granted 
subsequently will be valid (e). The public can become possessed 
of the knowledge of the invention in two ways — (1) by prior use of 
the invention, or (2) by 2)rior publication (/). 

A public use of an art will avoid a subsequent patent for it 
for three reasons — (1) because the public use of an invention is 
evidence of public knowledge; (2) because the Statute of Mono- 
polies (<7) expressly requires that an invention granted by patent 
shall be such as others at the time of making the patent or grant do 
not use; and (3) because every patent expressly requires that the 
invention comprised in it shall be new as to the public use of it(/i). 

298. The questions to he considered as to whether a prior use 
does or does not avoid a patent are two— (1) was the use public? 
and (2), assuming that which was used not to be identical with the 
invention, was it so near as to liave given the public the knowledge 
of the invention? (7 ) lioth are questions of fact. 

299 Dealing with the first, the use must be a public use, and 
by that is meant not necessarily a use by the j)ublic, but a use in 
public (jf). The use need not have taken place in any public resort, 
such as a market-place. It is siilVicient if it is without concealment, 
as where the article was openly manufactured (A ) or exhibited in a 
shop(Z), all the workmen knowing of the method (///), or where the 

(0) Statute of Monopolies (1623), 21 Jac. 1, c. 3, s. 0. 

Id) Darcy v. AUin (1602), Noy, 173, 182; J mwich Clotliworkers' Cnee 
(1614), (lodb. 252. 

(e) There are throe statutory exceptions to this statement; see pp. 144 
et seq., post. 

(/) As to prior publication, see p. 146, post. 

(a) 21 Jac. 1, c. 3. 

(a) Ilindinarch on Patents, p. 108. 

(1) See p. 146, post. 

ij) Where, for instance, a lock which anticipated the invention had been 
used on a man’s gate, it was held that this was a public use (Carpenter v 
tSmith (1842), 9 M . & W. 300, 304). 

(k) Carpenter v. ISmith (1841), 1 W’eh. Pat. Cas. 636; Heath v. Smith 
(1846), 2 Web. Pat. ("as. 268 ; Croysdale v. Fisher (1884), 1 K. P. C. 17 • 
Lister y. Norton Hrotlters <£’ Co, (1886), 3 R. P. (’. 199; Vodmore v. ^Vriqht 
<9 Co. (1888), 6 R. P. C. 380 ; Westley, liichards dr To. v. Ferkes (1893), 10 
R.P. C. 181. 

(l) Hnmpherson v. Syer (1887), 4 R. P. C. 407, C. A. There may be 
public user if the invention is exposed in a spot to which the public had not 
free access (Stead v. WiUiams (1843), 2 Web. Pat. ("as. 126, 136 ; Stead v. 
Anderson (1846), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 147, 149). But the exhibition of a 
model to tliree or four persons is not public user (Lewis v. Marling (1829), 

4 C. & P. 62, 66; Bentley v. Fleming (1844), 1 Car. &: Kir. 687 ; Winby 
V. Manchester etc. Steam Tranways Co. (1689), 6 R. P. C. 359). 

(m) Sa^y V,yZmf4ter >ra^o» Co. (1883), Urifiln, Patent Crises, 1888,64, 
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article was publicly exhibited in a shipbuilding yard with no Bect. i. 
precautions to secure secrecy (?«). The manufacture of an article Intro- 
openly is sufficient to avoid a subsequent patent, and it is not ductory. 
necessary that a single piece should have been sold (o). 

The secret use of the invention by a person in the privacy of his 
own closet does not constitute an anticipation for the purposes of 
avoiding the patent (p). 

300. The same law obtains whether the use is by an ordinary Use may be 
member of the public or by the inventor himself. It he has confined 

the use to the secrecy of his clnunber the patent is not avoided ; pubUcl**^ 
otherwise no experiments would be possible, for as soon as an 
experiment had been Buccessful there would have been a prior 
U8e((7). Nor does tho use in the inesence of persons who are in 
confidential or fiduciary relationship with the inventor (r), such as 
workmen employed by him on the manufacture (a), or someone who 
is to tost the efficiency of the invention, make the use a public one. 

301. The public sale of an invention is ]Hiblic use of it, and, if Public sale !• 
made by the inventor himself, certainly avoids a subsequent patent, public use. 
because, if the inventor could sell the invention, keeping the secret 

to himself, and, ’when it was likely to be discovered by another, take 
out a patent, he might have practically a monopoly for a much 
longer period than fourteen years (h). Besides which consideration, 
the public sale of an article before tlie date of a patent is evidence 
of the invention having been used and exorcised for the purposes of 
commerce and not eimply for the purpose of experiment (c). 

Therefore wliere, before the patent, even a single specimen of the 
article is sold within this realm (d), the patent is void, and it is 


(n) Lifeboat Co, y. Chambers Brothers & Co. (1891), 8 R. P. 0. 418. A 
public exhibition on the road may be a public user {Brerelon v. JUvImrdhon 
(1884), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 64). 

(o) i/an(’ocA;v.6'omervcZ/( 1851), Newton’s London Journal, Vol. XXXIX., 
168; Mullins v. Hart (1862), 3 (’ar. & Kir. 297 ; Oxley v. Holden (i860), 
8 (\ B. (N. s.) 666 ; Betts v. Neilson (1868), 3 Gh. App. 429, 436. 

(p) Young v. Bosenihal Co. (1884), 1 R. P. C. 29; Dollond v. 

(1766), 1 Web. Pat. Gas. 43; Hills v. London Gas Light i'o. (1860), 6 
II. Ai N. 312,336. 

(</) Re Newall and Elliot (1868), 4 C. B. (n. s.) 269. 

(r) For the effect of a disclosure lo the public by such persons, %ce 
p. 147, post ; Oadd and 3Iason v. Manchester Corporation (1892), 9 Ji. P. 
249, 616, C. A. 

(а) Smith v. Davidson (1857), 19 Dunl. (Ct. of Sess.) 691 ; Morgan v. 
^eaicard (1837), 1 Web. Pat. Gas. 187; Useful Batents Co. y. R glands 
(1885), 2 R. P. C. 265 ; EumphersonY. Nyer (1887), 4 R. P. G. 407, G. A. ; 
KurUt V. Spence (1887), 6 R. P. 0. 161 ; Betts v. Menzies (1859), 1 E. & 
E. 990, 1008; (1862) 10 H. L. Gas. 117; Bentley v. Fleming (1844), 1 
Gar. & Kir. 687. 

(б) Morgan v. Seaward, supra, at p, 194; Tjosh Y. Hague (1838), 1 

Web. Pat. Cas. 202, 205 ; Germ Milling Co. v. Robinson (No. 2) (1886), 3 
R. P. C. 399, 408, C. A. ^ 

(c) Wood V. Zimmer (1815), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 44, n. ; Germ 3fdl%m Co. 
Y. Robinson (No. 2), supra, at p. 405; Gibson and Campbell y. Brand 
(1841), 1 Web. Pat Cas. 627 ; Carpenter v. Smith (1841), I Web. Put. Cas. 
530. 636 ; Hollins v. Capper db Co. (1888), 6 R. P. G. 289. 

(d) HonibaU v. Bloomer (1854), 2 Web. Fat. Gas. 199. 
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immaterial whether the articles sold were mado in the realm or 
abroad (fi), or that the sale was a mere experiment to ascertain if 
the ffoods would stand wear or that buyers would take them (/)• 
A^le by some one other than the subsequent patentee may be the 
subject of different considerations. If, by the sale, the public has 
gained the knowledge of the invention, there has been a dedication 
of the invention to the public and no subsequent patent can be 
valid. Although there is some doubt ns to the effect of a use or sale 
of an article made abroad which, though manufactured in accordance 
with the invention, does not in itself disclose to the public what the 
invention is (g), the more logical reasoning of the older cases 
would seem to be correct, namely, that such a sale will avoid the 
patent for the reason that, if it did not, he who had used the invention 
by selling the article would be restrained from doing what he had 
already done(/0. 


302 . A distinction must be drawn between the use of an inven- 
tion for profit and the carrying out of experiments which turn out 
to be successful and by a coincidence liappen to bring profit to the 
inventor (i). But, though this is the principle of law, an inventor 
may lose his rights by continued user before application (/>;). 

303 . So jealous is the law of any use of the invention for profit, 
that the exhibition of the articles subsequently patented (Z), or the 
deposit of the articles in a warehouse for the purpose of sale (m), is 
sufficient to avoid the patent, even though no actual sale is proved. 

An exception, however, is made in favour of certain exhibitions, 
since it is often of the greatest importance that an invention 
should become known to those interested in the trade to which it 
appertains at the earliest possible date, both in the interests of the 
public and of the inventor. The exhibition of an invention 
at an industrial or international exhibition, certified as such by 
the Board of Trade, or the publication of any de8cri[)tion of the 
invention during the period of the holding of the exhibition, or the 
use of the invention for the purpose of the exhibition in the place 
where the exhibition is held, or tlie use of the invention during the 
period of the holding of the exhibition by any person elsewhere, 


(d) Jensen v. Smith (1885), 2 R. P. C. 249. 

(f) Lister v. Norton Brothers & Co. (1886), 3 R. P. C. 199; comnaro 
Ctxley V. Holden (1860), 8 C. B. (n. s.) 666, 

(g) Sunlight Incandescent Oas Lamp Co, v. Incandescent Oas Liaht Co, 
(1897), 14 R. P. C. 767. 

(h) Heath v. Smith (1854), 3 E. & B. 256, per Erle, J., at p. 273 ; 
Cornish v. Keene (1836), 1 Web. Pat. Cas, 601. 

(i) As where a man contracted to lay a cable, and in carrying out the 
contract made experiments which turned out to he successful and embodied 
the invention, it was held that this did not amount to using his invention 
for profit, as the profit came from the contract, which was not to use the 
invention, hut to lay a cable in any way he chose, and consequently the 
use of the invention was merely a coincidence (Re NewaU and mliot (1858), 
4 C. B. (N. s.) 269, distinguisning Re Adamson's Patent (1856), 6 De G. 
M. & G. 420). 

(k) Re Adamson^s PaUnU supra, 

(l) Lister v. Norton Brothers dt Co,, supra. 

(m) MuUins v. Hart (1852), 3 Car. & Kir. 297* 
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without the privity or consent of the inventor, does not prejudice 

the right of the inventor to apply for and obtain a patent in resect Intro* 

of the invention, or the validity of any patent granted on the applica- dactory. 

tion, provided that (a) the exhibitor, before exhibiting the invention, 

gives the Comptroller (n) the prescribed notice of his intention to do 

so, and (b) the application for a patent is made before or within six 

months from the date of the opening of the exhibition (o). 

By an Order in Council the Crown may apply this exception to 
any exhibition without a certificate from the Board of Trade, and 
may by the terms of the order relieve the exhibitor from the 
condition of giving notice to the Comptroller (2>). 

304. It is not necessary that the use should have been con- Use need not 
tinued right down to the time of the grant of the patent (^). It '>« continual 
has l)een frequently stated that there is no decision as to whether 

a rediscovery of a lost art can be the subject of a valid patent or 
whether the patent will be avoided for want of novelty, but it has 
been laid down that it is not necessary that the contrivance or 
machine should be in use up to the time of the letters patent, 
provided that it has been once in public use and the recollection of 
it has not l>een altogether lost(r); and by implication, therefore, if 
the recollection of tlie prior use has been altogether lost, a patent 
for the rediscovery of the invention might be good. 

305. The second question in the test («) as to whether a prior Identity of 
use of the invention avoids the patent or not is, supposing that 

there has been a public use, was the thing used the invention or tion. 
not? If the thing used was the actual invention the patent is 
avoided. But it may be that the thing used falls short of the 
actual invention. If so, it becomes a question of fact whether the 
thing used is so like the invention that the difference is merely 
colourable or whether it would take invention to come by the 
patented invention even with the knowledge of the prior user. It 
is clear that this question is intimately connected with that of 
subject-matter, for, the extent of the advance in the public’s know- 
ledge having been narrowed down by the prior user, it at once 
becomes material to see if the step from the prior user to the inven- 
tion, which is all that is new in the invention, is sufficient subject- 
matter to support the patent. In this connection the same question 
arises as that which is dealt with hereafter on the question of how 
much information is necessary in a document in order to constitute 
anticipation for the purposes of avoiding the patent (a). 


(n) As to the Comptroller, see p. 168, post. 

(o) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 45 (I). In 
order to identify the invention the applicant must give the Comptroller a 
short description of it, together with drawings, where necessary, and any 
further information that the Comptroller may require (Patents Rules, 1908, 
r. 101 (Stat. R. & 0., 1907, p. 779); see Encyclopaedia of Forms and 
Precedents, Vol. X., p. 170). 

(p) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 45 (2). 

iq) HousehOl Coal avZ Iron Co. v. NetUon (1843), 9 CL & Fin. 788, (1. D, 
(r) Ihid., per Lord Ltndhubst, L.C., at p. 803. 

(«) As to the first question, see p. 142, ante. 

(a) See pp. 166, 167, poet. 
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m. As the mere use by way of experiment of the invention doei 
not avoid the patent (/>), so also unsuccessful experiments do not 
aN oid a patent for a successful invention, nor does the user of a use* 
less machine avoid a patent for a successful machine, notwithstanding 
that there are similarities between the two (c) ; nor is the exhibition 
of a model necessarily sufficient user of the actual machine (d). 

307 . While it is not necessary, in order to avoid a patent for 
want of novelty, that the use should have been continued down to 
the time that the patent was granted (p), the fact that what was 
done was abandoned may be very strong evidence that the user was 
of unsuccessful experiments and not of the complete invention, and 
therefore does not avoid the subsequent patent (/). 

308 . There is another way in which the public may gain the 
knowledge of the invention, and that is by a prior publication. As 
in the case of prior use, there are two questions of fact raised — (1) 
was there sufficient pubiication? and (2) if there was, did the 
document so published furnish sufficient knowledge ? 

J^ublication may be by writing or parol. 

309 . The question as to whether there is sufficient publication 
depends on the following consideration. Was the document or 
communication part of the public stock of knowledge ? — that is 
to say, had the public access to it in order to learn from it the 
knowledge which it contained ? For, if a document is relied on, it 
is not necessary to show that any member of the public actually 
read it, provided they had an opportunity of doing so (<7). 

For instance, which is the commonest case of all, if the book 
is upon the shelves of some public library — in practice usually the 
Patent Office library— it is clearly accessible to the public, and 
the information therein contained is part of the public stock of 
knowledge, even though there is but one copy(/0. Further, it is 
publication although the document is not in English, provided 
it is in some language with which those interested in the subject 
may be presumed to be familiar (0. 


(b) Soo p. 143, ante, 

0872), 7 Ch. App. 670, 681 ; Badow v. Bavlis 
(18^0), On If ill, Patent Cases, 1884-0, 44 ; Daw v. (1867) L K 3 Pn 
496 ; 1 neumatio Tyre Vo. v. East London Jiubber Co. ( 1896)/ 14 R. p. r 
77 ; Jones v. 2 enree (1832), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 122, 124 • Tanove v kinii 
(1^865), 14 \y. R. 128 ; Steady . Williams (1843), 2 Wob. Pat. Cas^l26,* 135 • 
Wtnbyy. Mancliesier etc. Steam Tramways Co. (1889), 6 R P C 369 ’ 

{d) Lewis y Marling (1829). 1 Web. /at. Cas. 493. This case hw never 
been overruled, and therefore it must be taken that the law is at^mlnt 
as <;ta(ed, but it is doubtful whether the case would be followed if tlm same 

JSfancAMter eto. Steam Tramways Co., supra). 

(/) Bouiehill Coal and Iron Co. v. NeUson (1843), 9 a. & Fin 788 
h ^ ITtndover d Co. (1888), 6 K. P. C. 295, C. A. ; 4 

(A) llkd 
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310. The reason why it is sufficient to show that the book or Skct. i, 

document is accessible is that the court draws an inference that, Intro* 

if the public had an opportunity of making the information therein dnctory, 
contained part of the general stock of public knowledge, they did inferno 
so. This inference may, however, be rebutted (k). * as to 


3U. It is permissible to look at the intention of the publication take^by*^^ 
ns well as at the fact of the publication. Thus, where a report of 
a commission had been drawn up but not in fact published, the in*c*ntion (»f 
information therein contained \vas held to be part of the public tion*mav*be 
stock of knowledge, for as soon as the referees in the performance regarded, 
of their public duty had prepared their report, the matter of that 
report was public property, and the referees had no power to agree 
among themselves to treat any communication therein contained as 
confidential (1). On the other hand, a patent will not now be held Publication 
to be invalid by reason only of the invention in respect of which 
the patent was granted, or any part thereof, having been published or'c^seuL 
prior to the date of the patent (?«)* If the patentee proves to the 
satisfaction of the court that the publication was made without liis 
knowledge and consent and that the matter published was derived 
or obtained from liim, and, if he learned of the publication before 
the date of his application for the patent, that he applied for and 
obtained protection for his invention mih all reasonable diligence 
after learning of the publication {n). 

There is a farther remedial enactment in the case of a par- Pubiicftiion 
ticular class of documents, namely, specifications. There is no 
virtue in the document relied on as prior publication being a 
specification of another patent (o). On the contrary, an invention 

(k) Thus, whore it was proved that a single copy of a book was sent to 
the Patent Office library, and when it arrived was through some error pul, 
not upon the ordinary shelves, but in a room accessible to the public ftn* 
purposes other than reading and such that they would not expect to find 
a book there, and no information was given to the public that such a book 
was there or even existed at all in the catalogue or elsewhere, anil wherc^ 
those who were most interested in the subject had fa led at all material 
times to find the book or to find that such a book did in fact exist, the 
court held that the inference was rebutted and that the information 
therein contained was not part of the public stock of knowledge 

V. Spiller ( 1811 ), 6 Ch. D. 412, C. A.). In Lang v. Oisbome (1802), 31 Bcav. 

133, Romillt, M.R., at p. 135, said that as soon as a book is exposed tor 
sale in a shop there is sufficient publication, but this statement has been 
in terms said to go too far (Patterson v. Oas Light and Coke Co. (1877), 3 
App. Cas. 239). 

(l) Patterson v. Gae Light and Coke Co., supra. 

(tn.) An exception is also made in the case of a publication made in 
connection with and for the purposes of an industrial exhibition; see 
p. 144, ante. 

(n) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 41 (2). This 
provision reversed the law as laid down in Pickard and Currey v. Prescott, 

[1892] A. C. 263. 

( 0 ) BeUe v. Meneies (1862), 10 H. L. Caa. 117 ; Cornish v. Keene (1837), 

3 Bing. (x. c.) 670; compare Lawrence v. Perry (1886), Griffin. Patent 
Cases, 1884-6, 143; MunU v. Foster (1843), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 9.3; Hill 
V. Evans (1862), 4 De G. J. & F. 288; Young v. FernU (1864), 10 L. T. 

86 J. A provisional specification does not become public by abandon* 
inent (Oa% v. Holdm (1860), 8 C. B. (n. f>.) 666). unlew it imparts anfli. 
cient infoncation to the penton subsequently working on it (lielti v. A cilnon 
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covered by any patent applied for on or after the 1st day of January, 
1905, is not to be deemed to have been anticipated by reason only 
of its publication in a specification left pursuant to an application 
made in the United Kingdom not less than fifty years before the 
date of the application for the patent, or of its publication in a 
provisional specification of any date not followed by a complete 
specification (p). 

312 . The second question of fact to be determined — namely, as 
to whether what has been published anticipates the invention — is 
rather more difficult to answer in the case of prior publication than 
ill is in the case of prior user, for, in the latter case, there are two 
machines or two processes which can be compared in actual practice, 
while, in the former, the court has to construe words and then come 
to the conclusion what knowledge those words would convey to a 
public not knowing the present invention. Even where the prior 
document and the present specification are identical in language, 
it does not follow that the court can without evidence interpret the 
first as being an anticipation of the second. For where there are 
words of art, that is technical terms, it does not follow that those 
words of art bore the same meaning at the date of the prior 
publication as they did at the date of the specification. The 
true rule is : if the terms of the prior publication and the 
present specification are identical, and if it is not disputed that 
the terms of art in one have the same meaning as the same 
terms used in the other, which from the lapse of time between 
the dates of the two documents may not always be the case, 
the court ought without evidence to determine that the first 
publication anticipated the second. But if, after construction and 
after the meaning of the parties in the two documents has been 
ascertained by the court, there is any difference between the two 
things which may be essential or material to the invention, and 
which either party contends is essential, then the identity in 
substance of the two inventions described is a matter to be 
established by extrinsic evidence (q). But although extrinsic 
evidence may and often must be called, it is confined to evi- 
dence of what knowledge the prior document would have con- 
veyed to the mind of a person who had not the knowledge given 
by the present invention. It is often very difficult for the most 
honest minds to divest themselves of their present knowledge and 
form a true opinion of what the prior document would have conveyed 
to them if they had not known what by this time they do know. 
When the issue is that certain useful and sufficient information has 
been given to the public, the evidence of instructed and skilled men, 
conversant with the special literature, that no such information was 
in fact conveyed to their minds is far more to the point than 


(1868), 3 Ch. App. 429; considered in Plimpton v. Maloolmson (1876), 3 
Ch. D. 531 : Emv. Evans (1862), 4 De G. J. & F. 288). As to pro- 
visional spe^oation, see p. 155, post 
(p) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 £dw. 7, o. 29), s. 41 (1). 

(gj Betts V. Monties (1862), 10 H. L. Cas. 117. As to the admission of 
opinions of experts as evidence, see title Evidence, Yol. XIII., pp. 480, 
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evidence of other like instructed and skilled men, who, speaking i. 

with all the new light thrown on the subject, conclude now that the Intro* 
information was then suflScient (r). ductory. 


313. Assuming, however, that the court is satisfied that informs* Qnestiou of 

tion would have been conveyed to the public, the question arises as ^ 

to how much information is necessary to anticipate the invention, imparted^ 
The test is, did the document supply sufficient information to 

enable the public to make a machine or carry out a process, which 
machine or process, if made or carried out, would have in fact antici- 
pated the present invention? The latter half of this test has been 
already discussed on the question of prior user(s). On the question 
of the sufficiency of the information the document must be as full 
and complete as a specification. A barren general description, 
though containing some suggestive information or involving some 
speculative theory, will not avoid for want of novelty a subsequent 
invention unless it is ascertained that the antecedent publication 
involved the same amount of useful information (0. 

314. It becomes, therefore, necessary to inquire what is the The test of 

test of sufficiency in a specification (a). Bufficiency. 

In the first place, it is plain that the specification of a patent is Persons 
not addressed to people who are ignorant of the subject-matter. It 
is addressed to people who know something about it, and of these must be 
there are various kinds. If it is a mechanical invention, there are intelligible, 
first of all the scientific classes, including scientific mechanicians 
of the first class, eminent engineers; then there are scientific 
mechanicians of the second class, managers of great manufactories, 
great employers of labour, persons who have studied mechanics — 
not to the same extent as the first class, the scientific engineers, but 
still to a great extent — for the purpose of conducting manufactories 
of complicated and unusual machines, and who, therefore, must have 
made the subject a matter of very considerable study ; and this class 
includes foremen, being men of superior intelligence, who, like their 
masters, would be capable of invention, and, like the scientific 
engineers, would be able to find out what was meant even from 
slight hints, and still more from imperfect descriptions, and would 
be able to supplement, so as to succeed, even from a defective 
description, and, even more than that, would be able to correct an 
erroneous description. The other class consists of the ordinary 
workman, using that amount of skill and intelligence which is fairly 
to be expected from him — not a careless man, but a careful man, 
though not possessing that great scientific knowledge or power of 
invention which would enable him by himself, unaided, to supple- 
ment a defective description, or correct an erroneous description. 


(r) Von Heyden v. Neustadt (1880), 42 L. T. 300, C. A., per Jambs. L. J. 
at p. 302. 

(<) See pp. 142 et seg., ante, 

(t) Bette V. Metuiee (1862), 10 H. L. Cas. 117. 

(a) The law is most clearly laid down by Jbssel, M.R., in PUmplon ▼. 
Malcolmeon (1876), 3 Ch. D. 531, 568. As to provisional specification, see 
p. 155, poet. As to complete specification, see p. 158, poet. 
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S«3T. L To be a good specification a specification must be intelligible to the 
Intro- last-mentioned class. It is a bad specification il the first two classes 
dnctory. only understand it, and if the third class does not (b). 

Combination 315. It follows from this statement of the law (c) that more than 
of sources of OJJ0 prior document may be used to show anticipation, though no 
information, would do SO, provided that the combining of 

the information therein contained does not require more than the 
ordinary intelligence of such a careful workman. On the other 
hand, if it requires a mosaic of extracts from annals and treatises 
spread over a series of years to prove anticipation, it is not 
sufficient, for if it could be shown that a patentee had made his 
discovery by studying, collating, and applying a number of facts 
disseminated in the pages of such works, his diligent study of such 
works would as much entitle him to the character of inventor aa 
the diligent study of the works of nature would do (d). 

(iii.) Utility, 

316. The first and most ordinary sense of the word “ utility ” {e) 
rvidencro/ commercial utility of the invention. This has no direct 

good subject- 

matter. (b) InPZimptonv. MaZcolm«on( 1876), 3 Ch.D. 531, at p. 576, after enunciat- 

ing the proposition in the text, supra, Jessel, M.R., goes on to emphasise 
the point that an insufficient speciEcation is not made sufficient merely 
because someone supplemented or corrected a defect or an error. “ This 
intelligent workman, reading it for the Erst time, came to the con- 
clusion that what was an abstract, or a condensed statement, of the 
Bpeciheation was wrong, and looking at the drawing he had sufficient 
intelligence, as he describes it, but, as 1 should describe it, sufficient 
inventive power, to correct the mistake . . . you must not mislead people 
by telling them to do something wrong, and leaving them to find out the 
mistake. Therefore, if this were really the meaning of the letterpress, 
then I think it is clearly insufficient, because it tolls you to do something 
which cannot bo done to make the thing useful, though he did, by his own 
intelligence, in looking at the drawing, End out what was required. You 
must not give people mechanical problems and call them specifications. 
You may set to a dozen engineers a mechanical problem, and perhaps 
eleven out of the twelve will find it out ; you may set to a dozen selected 
workmen a mechanical problem, and perhaps, of that dozen, three-fourtlis 
will find it out ; but that is not the meaning of a sufficient specification. 
, . .” (upon the objection that the experts ought to have found out the 
error) ** 1 will assume that Mr. Bramwell ought to have found it out, and 
1 will assume that Mr. Imray ought to have found it out, as well as Messrs. 
Cowper, May and llulse. What then t That is not the class to which 
these things are addressed. Supposing that these great mechanical 
engineers had found it out, it would only show that they had sufficient 
capacity to solve this mechanical problem, and no more (ibid., at p. 576 ; 
see also Arkwright v. Nightingale (1785), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 60 ; Harmar v. 
Playne (1809)» Dav. Pat. Cas. 311, 318 ; Stiirz v. De la iv'ue (1828), 5 Russ. 
322, 327 ; Galloway v. Bleadon (1839), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 521, 524 ; miioU 
v. Aston (1840), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 222, 224; Bickford v. Shewes (1839). I 
Web. Pat. Cas. 214; Neilson v. Harford (1841), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 295, 
314 ; Gibson and Campbell v. Brand (1841), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 627, 629 ; 
HousehiU Coal and Iron Co. v. Neilson (1843), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 673, 676; 
9 Cl. & Fin. 788, H. L. ; Horton v. Middleton (1863), 1 Maeph. (Ct. of 
Sess.) 71d, 721 ; Foxwell v. Bostock (1864), 10 L. T. 144, 147). 

(c) See p. 148, ante. 

{d) Foti Heyden v. Neusiadl (1880), 14 Ch. D. 230, C. A., as reported, 42 
li, T. 300; Brunion v. Bawkes (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 541. 

(e) The word utility ” is singularly unhappy in its application in patent 
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effect on the validity of the patent. As has been seen (/), the Sbct. i. 
commercial utility may be evidence of sufficient subject-matter, but Intro^ 
being merely evidence it follows that the absence thereof cannot be ductory. 
pleaded as a bar in law to the validity of the patent. 

Further, it is to be noticed that utility ” eo nomine does not Real test is 
occur in the Statute of Monopolies (g), and on that ground the real 
test is that the thing shall be new, not that it shall be useful, and “ ^ ^ 
the condition imposed by the statute (g) has been complied with 
when it has been proved to be new (A)* 

317. Want of utility is often used as a compendious and Want of 
inaccurate way of expressing two totally distinct grounds of utility as* 
invalidity. For instance, sui)pose a patent is obtained for invalidity, 
improving a gun-lock by means of a certain hole through which air 

passes without powder, and suppose it turns out that the powder in 
fact passes through the hole with the air, it is often said that 
the invention is useless. There is here a confusion of language, 
for, if the statement is analysed, the following proposition becomes 
clear : — The passing of air without powder does not take place by 
the means described: ex hypothesi the passing of air without 
powder by the means described is the invention : therefore the 
invention does not exist. It is obviously meaningless to predicate 
of a non-existing thing that it is either useful or useless. 

It does not follow from this that a patent may not be invalid on 
the ground that the supposed invention is useless. In the case 
referred to the patent ^^as declared invalid (i), but the looseness and 
inaccuracy of the plea is more than a mere matter of words, for, 
unless the exact issue raised is understood, it is impossible to follow 
the reasons for A^liich a patent is valid or the reverse. 

318. The question at issue may be raised by two pleas, which Pleas of 
need not in the least be necessarily connected. The first is that of 

want of subject-matter (4*). The subject-matter of a patent must be nubject- ^ 
a new manufacture or art (/). It follows, therefore, that if there is matter; 
no new manufacture or art there is no subject-matter for a patent ; 
and if in fact there is no invention, there can be no now art. (*»eucy. 

The second plea by which the issue may bo raised is tliat of Want of 
insufficiency, and it is in substance upon that plea that most of the 
eases quoted in support of the plea of utility were decided. In the piea of 

: umutticicncy 

law. It has throe distinct meaning, and confusion is constantly being 
cicated by the looseness with which the word is used, sonietirncs in the 
ordinary sense, sometimes in highly technical senses (piito unjustified by 
any definition to be found in a dictionary. 

If) See p, 135, ante. 

{a) 21 Jac. 1, c. 3. 

in) Lewis v. Marling (1829), 10 B. 5c C. 22 : “ The condition therefore, 
is that the thing shall be new, not that it shall bo useful ; and, although 
the question of utility has sometimes been left to a jury, I lliink the con- 
dition imposed by the statute has been complied with when it has bt^en 
proved to be new,** yet Parke, J., at p. 28. 

(i) Manton v. Parker, (1814), Dav. Pat. Cas. 327. 

ik) Advocated by Mr. Webster after the remarks of Parke, B., as to the 
possible objections to the plea of utility, which were not taken at tbe bar, 
and were expressly left on that ground undecided (Morgan v. Seaward 
0836), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 170, 197, u.). 

(1) See p. 134, ante. 
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Sbct.i. instance above given there was something which does exist and 
Intro* which is useless, namely, the description of the means by which 

doctory. the invention was sought to be carried into effect. Applying the 

— test of sufficiency (m), no workman could make from the description 
in the specification a gun-lock having a hole through which only air 
would pass : therefore the specification is insufficient and the 
patent is void (m). Nor will the court entertain a discussion as to 
whether the patent can be made to work by other means, for this 
again is a confusion of language. For ex hypotheai the invention 
described in the specification does not work. The question, there- 
fore, as to whether some other invention — possibly what the 
inventor thought he had described, but nevertheless other than that 
which in fact he has described — will work, though possibly 
interesting, is wholly immaterial (n). 

Want of 319. There is another limitation in the Statute of Monopolies (o) 

utility besides that of novelty, namely that expressed by the words “ so as 

mLSifievous ^1^0 they be not contrary to law nor mischievous to the State by 

nature as raising prices of commodities at home or hurt of trade or gene- 

rally inconvenient ( p),” and those inventions which are within this 
pubiic%ood. limitation have been called useless (p ). Whatever name be applied 
to this class of inventions, the limitation certainly obtains, and 
no patent for an invention which is against public policy is valid. 
For instance, a patent for burgling a house would be invalid, for 
it would be absurd that one statute should reward persons for 
providing means of violating another (q). There is, however, a 
difference between violating and evading a law ; and a patent 
for the purpose of evading a law is not necessarily against public 
policy (r). 

Sect. 2. — Application for a Patent 
Sttb-Seot. 1. — Application. 

^Teral or 320. An application may be made for a patent by any person 
joint appiica. applying in the prescribed form («). 

(m) See p. 159, post. 

(n) The origin of this confusion lies in an unfortunate expression of 
SirE. Coke (3 Co. Inst. 184, where he lays down that it is a neccssa^ 
inmdient in every patent that it shall have evidens utilitas ’*). Sir E. 
C^e was using the word in a very different sense, and in that sense it 
may be used accurately, if awkwardly. 

(o) 21 Jac. 1, c. 3, s. 6. 

( p) Si** Coke (3 Co. Inst. 184). The instance that he gives is no 
more fortunate than his expression ; see note (n), supra. Bircot's Case 
(1573), 3 Co. Inst. 184, decided that a fulling mill was useless, not because 
it did not do what the inventor described, but for the exactly contrary 
reason, namely, that it worked all too well and put out of employment 
many hand fullers, which was against public policy, because it was ordained 
that man should full hats with his hands. This view has in terms been 
overruled {Botdton v. BvU (1795), 2 Hy. Bl. 463), but the expression 
^ utility ** has remained. 

{q) Hindmaroh on Patents, p. 142. 

(r) Ee Vaisey's Patent (1894), 11 R. P. C. 591, 593. 

(i) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 1 (1), (2) ; Patents 
Rules, 1908, r. 5 (Statutory Rules and Orders, 1907, p. 779). A pamphlet 
containing ** Instructions to Applicants ** may be obtained at the Patent 
Office, 9, ^uthampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, London. Forms are 
provided, on one of which the application must be made (Patent Office 
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In the case of a joint application it must be stated which of the 
applicants is or are the true and first inventor or inventors (t). 

321. The applicant or applicants must make a declaration that 
he or they is or are in possession of an invention the title of 
which must be set out (a), and of which invention one or more 
of them claims to be the true and first inventor or inventors, and 
that to the best of his or their knowledge and belief the said 
invention is not in use by any other person or persons (6). If the 
applicant is the legal representative of a person who has died pos* 
sessed of an invention (c) he must produce the usual evidence of his 
title at the Patent Office (^). 

When filled in, the form must be signed by the applicant or joint 
applicants — in the case of a firm by each member of the firm — and 
an address for service, being either that of the applicant or his 
agent, must be provided (e). The Comptroller may subsequently 
require that this address shall be within the United Kingdom (/). 

322. Applications must be made at or to the Patent Office 0/). 
They may be sent through the post (h), in which case the rules 


Rules, 1908, r. 10; Soiled. II., Forms, No. 1 — Id. Form No. 1 is not 
applicable to the case of a corporation ; but a foreign corporation may 
apply on Form 1 a (l?c SociMS Anonyme du GSnSrateur du Temple* 8 Apflioa^ 
lion for a Patent (1895), 13 R. P. 54) ) : the distinction between the forms 
depends upon whether the application is for a patent for an invention as 
opposed to one for an importation, and whether it is made in the ordinary 
way as opposed to one made under the special international and colonial 
procedure (see p. 229, post), and whether it is made for a substantive 
patent or for one of addition (see p. 205, post), or for a secret patent (see 
p. 189, post). As to proceedings on application, see the text infra. 

(t) Patents Rules, 1908, Forms Nos. 1 — Id; see Encyclopsedia of 
Forms and Precedents, Vol. X., pp. 58 et seq. For the numbers of these 
forms under the Patents Rules, 1908, see Encyclopaedia of Forms and 
Precedents, Vol. XVI., pp. 491 ei seq. ; and see ibid., Vol. XVI., pp. 495, 
496. A patent cannot be granted where the true and first inventor refuses 
the grant {Wool, Hide and Skin Syndicate v. Biches (1902), 19 R. P. C. 
127, per Kekewich, J. ; followed in Be A. and B.*s Application (1910), 28 
R. P. C. 454). 

(a) Patents Rules, 1908, Forms Nos. 1 — Id. For further particulars as 
to the title, see p. 154, post. 

(h) Patents Rules, 1908, Forms Nos. 1 — Id. 

(c) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 43 ; Edmunds* 
Patent (1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 281. 

{d) Patents Rules, 1908, r. II ; and see p. 129, ante, 

(e) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 8. For forms of indorsement of address 
for service, see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X., p. 61. 

(f) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 8. The Comptroller-General of Patents, 
Designs, and Trade Marks, and the examiners, officers and clerks of the 
Patent Office are appointed, and may be removed, by the Board of Trade, 
Bubiect to the approval of the Treasury (Patents and Designs Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 63). The Comptroller-General carries on his duties at 
the Pat^t Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, London, 
which is provided by the Treasury {ibid., s. 62 (1) ). The salary of the 
Comptroller-General is £1,500 per annum, and it, as well as the salaries of 
the other officials and staff ox the Patent Office, are appointed by the 
Board of Trade with the concurrence ot the Treasury {Una., s. 63). 

ig) Patente and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 1 (21. They 
should be made to the Comptroller, Patent Office, 25, Southampton 
Buildings, Chancery Lane, London ; see the InstrootionB to Applicants, 

(h) Patents Buies, 1908, r. 7. 
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concerning the ordinary course of the post are observed (t), or they 
may be left at the Patent Office. In either case they are opened 
and numbered in the order of their receipt at the Patent Office (ft). 

Certain fees are payable upon the application (/). 

323. The application must be accompanied by two copies of 
either the provisional or the complete specification (m) drawn up on 
the proscribed forms (n). Furthermore, where the Comptroller 
deems it desirable, he may require that suitable drawings be supplied 
with the specification, or at any time before the acceptance of the 
same, and such drawings are deemed to form part of the specifica- 
tion (o). The drawings must bear the name of the applicant, but 
no descriptive matter (a), save the requisite numbering or other 
necessary identification marks; and a facsimile must be filed 
prepared on tracing cloth (b). The drawings must be delivered at 
the office with the specifications, or when required by the 
Comptroller (c), unless the applicant wishes the drawings of the 
provisional specification to be used for the complete specification, in 
which case he should give instructions to that effect (d). Where the 
invention is a chemical one, the Comptroller may require typical 
samples and specimens to be furnished before the acceptance of the 
complete specification (c), and in duplicate, if so required (/). 

Sub-Sect. 2.— -Title, 

324. Every specification, whether provisional or complete (/;), 
must commence with a title (ft)> which title is embodied in the grant 
and is therefore part of the patent. 

(i) Patents Rules, 1008, r. 7 ; and see title Post Office, pp. 657 et seq., 
post 

{k) Patents Rules, 1008, r. 12. An application loft at the Patent 
Ofllce after office hours must bear the date of the following office day {He 
Matthews and Strange's Application for a Patent (1010), 27 R. P. C. 288). 

(Z) I’atonts Rules, 1008, r. 4, Hched. I. : t.e., application with pro- 
visional specification only, £1 ; with complete specification, £4. Fees 
cannot be paid by cheque or money order, or in cash, but applicants must 
use the stamped forms. For further information as to obtaining these 
forms, see the Instructions to Applicants, p. 3. 

(m) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 1 (3) ; Patents 
Rules, 1908, Forms Nos. 1 — Id. 

(n) Ihid.t Forms Nos. 2, 3. 

(o) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), a. 2 (3). Copies of 
the instructions as to the preparation of drawings may be obtained from 
the Patent Office ; and see Patents Rules, 1908, rr. 19 — 25 (detailing 
reouiremeuts as to size, arrangement, paper, suitability for reproduction, 
delivery at the office etc.). 

{a) Ibid., r. 23. 

(6) Ibid., T. 24. 

(o) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 2 (3). 

(d) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 26. 

(f) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 2 (5) ; Patents 
Rules, 1908, r. 36. 

(f) Ibid., r. 36. Certain formalities are required for the delivery of 
such samples and s^imens {ibid.). Quwre whether, where the Comp- 
troller requires further samples, his decision is subject to an appeal to 
a law officer (Be J. Y. J.’t Applications for PatenU (1910), 28 R; P. C. 
625). As to appeals to a law officer, see p. 178, post. 

(g) As to provisional specification, see p. 155, post As to complete 
specification, seep. 158, post 

(A) Peteuts Pesigns Act. 1007 (7 Edw. 7, c. 39), s. 2 (4). The title 
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325. The title should give a fair general description of the 
nature of the invention. This obviously connotes that within 
certain limits it must not be too wide. For instance, with regard 
to an invention consisting of an improved lamp, a title ** for an 
improved method of lighting cities, towns and villages,** was held 
to be too vague (i). 

The objection that the title is too narrow and does not include 
the invention is more serious and may be fatal to the patent (k), 
because in this case there is no specification agreeing with the 
title (Z). If the disagreement goes further and amounts to actual 
false suggestion, then a fortiori the patent may be held to be 
invalid (m). 

Mere vagueness in the title, not amounting to disagreement with 
the specification, and in the absence of fraud, is not a ground for 
avoiding the patent after it has once been granted (n) ; and, as the 
specification and the patent itself are construed together (o), a 
title in itself defective may be cured by the specification (p). An 
objection that the title is defective may, however, be taken by the 
Crown before the granting of the patent, in accordance with statutory 
regulation ((?). 


Sub-Sect. 3.— Pm’tatonaZ Specification, 

326. The specification which has to be lodged with the applica- 
tion is of one of two kinds, provisional or complete, and their 
jHirposes are different and distinct. While the complete specifica- 
tion has a double object (r)» namely, to furnish sufficient and 


really a short statement of the invention {Househill Coal and Iron Co. v. 
AVi/«on (1843), 1 Web, Pat. Oas. 673, 078 ; 9 01. & Fin. 788, H. L.). 

(i) Cochrane {Lord) v. Smeihurst (1810), 1 Stark. 205 ; see also Campion 
V. Benyon (1821), 6 Moore (c, P.), 71 ; Felton v. Greaves (1829), 3 0. & P. 
Oil ; Dero^ne v. Fnirie (1835), 2 Cr. M. A. R. 476 ; Cook v. Pearce (1843), 
8 Q. B. 1044; Nickels v. Haslam (1844), 7 Man. & G. 378; Beard v. 
Kgerton (1847), 2 Car. & Kir.- 667. 

(k) Croll V. Edge (1850), 9 0. B. 479 ; OxUsy v. Holden (1860), 8 C. B. 
(N. s.) 666. 

(7) Cook V. Pearce, supra ; Campion v. Benyon, supra ; E. v. Metcalf 
(J817), 2 Stark. 249; Bainbridge v. Wigley (1810), 1 Carp. Pat. Cas, 270. 

(wi) B. V. Wheeler (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 345; Bloxam v. Elsee (1825), 
1 C. & P. 558 ; (1827) 6 B. & C. 169 ; Morgan v. Seaward (1837), 2 M. As W. 
544 ; Gibson and Campbell v. Brand (1841), 1 Web. Pat. Oas. 627, 634. 

(n) Cook V. Pearce, supra ; Nickels v. Haslam, supra ; Oxley v. JJ olden : 
supra; Pirrie v. York Street Flax Spinning Co, (1892), 10 R. P. 0. 34; 
31 L. R. Ir. 3 (the last occasion on which the question of defective title 
was raised); see also Sandow, Lid. v. Szalay (1905), 23 R. P. C. 6, 14, 
II. L. (where it was held that it does not follow that the complete 
specification does not include a detailed way of performing the invention 
set out in the provisional specification, although the latter is not mentioned 
In the complete specification). 

(o) Uomblower v. Boulton (1799), Dav. Pat. Oas. 221,230; Newton v. 
Voucher (1861), 6 Exch. 869, 866 ; Neilson v. Harford (1841), 8 M. & W. 
806 ; Oxiey v. Holden, supra, at p. 707. 

(p) HiUs V. London Gas Light Co. (1860), 6 II. & N. 312; EMrie 
Telegraph Co. v. Brett (1861), 10 C. B. 838 ; see Sandow, Ltd. v. Szalay, 
supra. 

{q) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 3 (2) 

(r) See p. 159, post. 
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oertsin information to the public respecting what they are pro- 
hibited from doing whilst the privilege continues, and what they 
will be enabled to do after it has expired (*), the provisional 
specification has neither of these two objects in view; its object 
ia to disclose what the nature (t) of the invention is («). 

327. The choice which the applicant has to make is governed 
in practice by the following considerations : — 

(1) If he leaves the complete specification with his application he 
rune no risk of having his patent avoided on the ground of dis- 
conformity (a), and it may be to his commercial interest to have a 
patent granted with as little delay as possible; 

(2) If be leaves his provisional specification with his application, 
and if, by the time for leaving the complete specification, he has come 
to the conclusion that his invention is a failure, he need not go to 
the expense of lodging a complete specification. Further, provisional 
protection is given to him during the period between the date of 
the application and the date of the sealing of the patent, during 
which period he may use and publish the invention without 
prejudice to his claim for a patent (f>). 

328. As with the title so with the provisional specification, a 
fair and honest description must be given of the nature of the 
invention. It is manifest, however, that the provisional specifica- 
tion, though not so full and detailed as the complete specification, is 
intended to be fuller and more particular than the title. A further 
difference is also material. As has been seen (c), a defective title may 
be cured by the specification. A provisional specification, on the 


(«) Macfarlane v. Price (1816), 1 Stark. 199 ; Young v. Eosenthal db Co. 
(1884), 1 R. P. C. 29, per Grove, J., at p. 31 ; Allen v. VuckeU & fi'cm (1893), 
10 R. P. C. 397. 

(() A provisional specification must describe the nature of the invention 
(Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 2 (1) ). 

(u) Before 1852, there was no provisional specification, and the 
jatent was granted upon a condition that a specification — ^that is, a 
document answering to the present complete specification — ^should be 
enrolled in the Court of Chancery within a certain time. Provided that 
he were not found out (and that amounted to saying, provided that he did 
not go outside his title, for that was the only knowledge till his specifica- 
tion was enrolled that the law officers had) there was nothing to prevent a 
patentee from preparing a specification for a totally different invention 
from that for which he had applied. The object of the provisional specifi- 
cation is to prevent this very thing happening to the prejudice of another 
person who applies between the date of the application and the leavii^ at 
the Patent Office of the complete sp^ification (NewaU v. EUioU and Olaee 
(^1864), 10 Jur. (N. S.) 954 ; Penn v. Bibby (1866), 2 Ch. App. 127 ; Lucae v. 
MiUer (1885), 2 R. P. C. 156; MoeeUy v. Victoria Rubber Co, (1887), 4 
R. P. C. 241 ; Morgan d Co, v. Windover d Co. (1887), 4 R. P. C. 417, 422 ; 
8 T. L. R. 748; affirmed (1888), 6 R. P. C. 296, C. A. ; 4 T. L. R. 426 ; 
Woodward v. Saneum d Co. (1887), 4 R. P. C. 166, C. A. ; 66 L. T. 347, per 
Lopes, L. J. ; Caeeei Gold Extraeting Co, v. Cyanide Gold Recovery Syndicate 
(1896), 12 R. P. C. 232, 267, C. A. ; Pneumatic Tyre Co, V. Leicester Pneu» 
moMc Tyre and Automatic Vcdve Co, (1899), 16 R. P. C. 631, H. L., per 
Lord Mackaohtsn, at p. 641). 

(а) See p. 161, jposf. 

(б) Patents andf Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 4 
(e) See p. 155, ante. 
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other hand, cannot be used in aid of a defective complete specifi- swjt. 2. 
cation for the purpose of explaining or enlarging it, and if the Application 
complete specification is vitiated for non-disclosure of the invention, for a 
the whole patent is vitiated (d). Patent 

329. In considering how a provisional specification should be Matters to be 
drawn and what matters it should contain, it must be remembered considered in 
that, if there is variance, it will not be the provisional but the 
complete specification that will be vitiated (e) ; and consequently s^^iSl^tJon. 
regard must be had to what the invention is at that time (/). 

Having ascertained that, a fair description of the invention must 
be given. Where it is possible this should be given in writing, but 
sometimes it is proper, or even necessary to clearness of expression, 
to make use of diagrams or drawings, and, where this condition of 
things obtains, drawings should be employed (g). Several points 
must be observed in drawing the specification, however : — 

(1) A description of the nature of the invention does not 
require a description of the manner in which the same is to be 
performed (h). 

(2) There is no obligation to enter into more detail than is 
necessary to give a fair description of the invention (i). 

(8) There is no obligation to restrict within the particular 
limitations of a claim what is the invention (A). 

(4) Although the provisional specification is for the above 
considerations wide and has a larger ambit than the complete 
specification, it must nevertheless be drawn with the utmost good 
faith (Z). 


(d) Mackeloan v. Bennie (1862), 13 C. B. (N. s.) 52. 

(e) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 6 (3) ; Siddell v. 
Vickers (1888), 39 Ch. D. 92, 97, C. A.; Batlcy v. Robertson (1878), 3 App. 
Cas. 1066 ; considered in Uorrocksy. Stubbs (1886), 3 R. P. C. 221 ; United 
Telephone Co. v. Harrison, Cox-Walker <Ss Co. (1882), 21 Ch. D. 720: 
Wailing v. Stevens (1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 240; Hutchison v. 
Paitulio (1888), 6 R. P. C. 361 ; Be Oavlard and Qibhs' Patent, [1889] W. N. 
60, C. A. For a series of forms applicable to various inventions, see 
Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X., pp. 62, 64, 67. 

if) Woodward v. Sansum db Co. (1887), 4 R. P. C. 166, C. A. ; 66 L. T. 
347 ; British Dv'namite Co. v. Krebs (1879), 1 Goodeve’s Patent Cases, 88, 
H. L., per Lord Cairns, L.C., at p. 92. 

ig) Macfarlane.y. Price (1816), 1 Stark. 197; Bloxam v. EUee (1826), 
1 C. & P. 668, 664 ; Hastings v. Brown (1853), 1 E. & B. 460, 464 ; Daw 
V. Eley (1867), L. R. 3 Eq. 496, 600, n. ; and see Patents and Designs Act, 
1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 2. Drawings are part of the specification ( if orgran 
V. Seaward (1835), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 167, 173; Morton y. Middleton (1863), 
1 Maeph. (Ct. of Sees.) 718, 722), and may form a sufficient specification 
alone (Brunton v. Hawkes (1820), 1 Carp. Pat. Cas. 406, per Abbott, 
C. J., at p. 410 ; Foxwell v. Bostock (1864), 10 L. T. 144; Poupard v. Fardell 
(1869), 18 W. R. 127). 

(ft) United Telephone Co. v. Harrison, Cox-Walker <& Co., supra, at 
p. 747 ; and see pp. 169, 160, post. _ ^ 

(i) Penn v. Bibby (1866), 2 Ch. App. 127, per Lord Chelmsford, L.C. 1 
Pneumatie J^re Co. v. East London Rubber Co. (1896), 14 
98 ; 13 T. L. R. 97 ; Moseley v. Victoria Rubber Co. (1887), 4 R. P. C. 241, 
248 ; 67 L. T. 142. . ^ 

(ft) InstmctionB to Applicants, r. 8 ; see in Cosset Gold Extraehng Co. 
Cyanide Gold Recovery Syndicate (1896), 12 R. P. C. 232, C. A., per 
Smith, L.J., at p. 267. ^ « 

(Z) R. v. Arkwright (1786), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 64; Woodward v. Sansum 
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Svb-Seot. 4 . — Complete Specification. 

330. If no provisional specification is sent, the complete specifi- 
cation must accompany the form of application (w). Otherwise the 
applicant may leave the complete specification at any subsequent 
time within six months from the date of the application (w). Where 
application is made on the prescribed form (o) for an extension of 
time for leaving the complete specification, the Comptroller must, 
on payment of the prescribed fee(p), grant the extension of time 
ai^plied for, but not exceeding one month (q). 

331. Where a complete specification is left after a provisional 
specification, the Comptroller refers both to an examiner (?•). 

If the examiner reports that the invention particularly described 
in the complete specification is not substantially the same as that 
which is described in the provisional specification, the Comptroller 
may— 

(1) refuse to accept the complete specification until it has been 
amended to his satisfaction ; or, 

(2) with consent of the applicant, cancel the provisional specifi- 
cation, and treat the application as having been made on the date 
at which the complete specification was left, and the application 
then has effect as if made on that date. 

Where the complete specification includes an invention not 
included in the provisional specification («), the Comptroller may 
allow the original application to proceed so far as the invention 
included both in the provisional and in the complete specification 
is concerned, and treat the claim for the additional invention 
included in the complete specification as an application for that inven- 
tion made on the (late at which the complete specification was left (a). 


d! (Jo. (1887), 4 R. P. 0. 166, 178, C. A.; 66 L. T. 347; Cartwright v. 
Wrtmer ( 1800), Goodeve’s Patent Oa'ies, 112; Morgan v. Seaward 
1 Web. Pat. Gaa. 167. per Aldkr.son, B., at p. 174 ; Neilson v. Harford 
(1841), 8 M. & W. 806; Simpson v. Tlollidag (1865), 12 L. T. 99. 

Im) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 1 (3). 

(n) Ibid., 8 . 6 ( 1 ). If a complete specification is not left within six months 
or the extended time, if any, the application is deemed to be abandoned 
(ibid., 8. 6 (2)). 

(o) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 27, Form No. 6; Encyclopsedia of Forms 
and Precedents, Vol. X,, p. 88 ; and see ibid., Vol. XVI., pp. 492, 493. 
Ill the case of foreign patents, see Patents Rules, 1908, Form No. 6; 
Encyolopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. XVI., p. 496. 

ip) £2 (Patents Rules, 1908, Sched. I.). 

(q) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 6 (1). 

(r) Ibid., 8. 6(1). For a series of forms of complete specifications 
applicable to various inventions. Bee Encyclopaedia of Forms and 
Precedents, Vol. X., pp. 63, 66, 70. 

(a) And the fact that two inventions are applicable to or form parts of 
the Bame machine, apparatus, or process is not to be taken to prove that 
they constitute one invention (Patent Office Rules, 1908, r. 13 (1) ). The 
Comptroller has entire discretion in deciding whether a specification con- 
tains more than one invention, and the law officer does not usually interfere 
with his decision (Re Z.*s Application for a Patent (1910), 27 R. P. C. 285). 
As to appeals to a law officer, see p. 178, post, 

(a) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7. c. 29), s. 6 (3). Where 
an applicant has put in two or more provisional specifications for cognate 
inventions, the Cbmptrolier, if of opinion that the^ constitute a single 
invention, may accept one specification and grant a single patent thereon 
{ibid., B. 16). 
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A patent cannot be held to be invalid on the ground that the 2 . 

complete specification claims a further or different invention to that Application 
contained in the provisional specification, if the invention therein for a 
claimed, so far as it is not contained in the provisional specifica- ^^tent 
tion, was novel at the date when the complete specification was put 
in, and the applicant was the first and true inventor thereof (/>), 

332. As has been seen, the functions of the title and the pro- Function of 
visional specification are merely to disclose the nature of tho complete 
invention (<•). The function of the complete specification is to 
furnish sufiScieilt and certain information to tho j^ublic respecting 

what they are prohibited from doing whilst the privilege continues 
and what they will be enabled to do after the privilege has expired (r/). 

The complete specification must therefore particularly describe and 
ascertain tlie nature of the invention and the manner in which tlie 
same is to be performed (c). 

The essentials of the complete specification are therefore EKsc»)hniii. 

(1) suflSciency, (2) certainty, and (3) particularity. 

333. It has long been held that the consideration for a j^aient is SunU icncy. 
the good that tlie inventor brings to the commonwealth (/), and that 

being so, if the inventor does not divulge to the public what his 
invention is, so that, w’hen the privilege expires, the public will be 
able to use the same, the consideration fails, and tho grant is there- 
fore void. 

The description may be in writing alone, or, where necessary suIIk Moiu ^ in 
or expedient, it may be accompanied by drawings. It must bo a clearness, 
fair one, expressed in terms wliich are sufficiently clear to enable 
those to whom it is addressed to carry out tlie invention (//). 

The specification, however, is not addressed to those wholly 
ignorant of tlie art, but to a workman reasonably skilh'd in the 
art (//), and it is such a w'orknian who must be able to carry out tho 
invention from the description in the specification alone. 

That being so, a question of fact arises in each case as to wliat 
was the state of the art at the date of the grant, and conse- 
quently whether the workman would be able from the knowledge 
he then possessed to carry out the invention from the description 
in the specification. For it is not necessary to describe what the 
workman would know. For instance, if it is necessary to use 
molten gold it would not be necessary to describe how the gold is 
to be put into a crucible and the crucible heated, because the 
w’orkman would know how to do that; and so it may not he 

(6) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 42. As to jiii 
obj#H5tion to a patent that it has been granted for more than one invention, 
see p. 179, po«t. 

(c) See pp. 154 et seq., ante, 

(d) Hindmarch on Patents, p. 150. 

(«) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 20), s. 2. 

If) Ipswich dothwork^s' Case (1614), Godb. 252; Darcy v. Allin (1602), 

Noy, 173. 

(g) Maefarlane v. Price (1816), 1 Stark. 199; Bloxam y. 'EUcc (1825), 

1 C. & P. 558, 664, An ambiguous specification will vitiate the patent 
(British Ore Concentration Syndicate, Ltd, v. 3Iinerals Separation, Ltd, 

(1909), 27 K. P. C. 33, per Lord Halsbdrt. at p. 47; compare Linotype 
and Machinery, Ltd, v. Hopkins (1910), 37 K. P. C, m, 112). 

{h) See p. |49, antg* 
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Patents and Inventions, 

necessary to state precisely all the former known parts of a machine 
and then apply them to those of the improvement; but on many 
occasions it may be sufficient to refer generally to them. So, also, in 
the instance of a common watch, it may be sufficient for the patentee 
to say — take a common watch and add or alter such and such parts, 
describing them (f ). In the same way the specification may, and very 
often does, refer to another document, as to a former specification. 

334. On the other hand, the description must be sufficient for a 
workman not only to understand the general nature of the inven- 
tion, but also to carry it into effect (A). It therefore follows that 
if experiment is necessary in order to carry out the invention the 
specification is insufficient (Z). 

A distinction must be here made between experiments which go 
to supplement the information contained in the specification and 
experiments which go to give necessary skill to the workman. The 
necessity for the former vitiates the patent, but the necessity for 
the latter does not. The nature of the invention may be such that 
it can only be carried out by a skilled manipulator, and provided 
that a sufficient description is otherwise given the necessity for 
practice to acquire that skill does not vitiate the patent (m). 

335. Just as an insufficient description avoids a patent, so a 
description which actually misleads the public is equally fatal ; and 
therefore if a patentee mentions that as an essential ingredient in 
the patent article which is not so, nor even useful, and thereby 
misleads the public, his patent will be void(?i); and this will be so 
if a material statement in the specification is incorrect or untrue (o). 
On the other hand, although the specification must not describe a 
manner in which it is impossible to carry out the invention, it is 
not necessary to describe every manner in which it is possible to 
carry it out (p). 

336. The description must, however, be given with the utmost 
gcod faith (q). It is therefore incumbent upon the inventor not 

(i) Harmar v. Playne (1809), Dav. Pat. Cas. 311, 318. 

(k) ** You must not sot people mechanical problems and call them 
specifications ” (Plimpton v. AfaZooZm«on (1876), 3 Ch. D. 631, per Jessel, 
M.R., at pp. 676, 677 ; compare Watson, Laidlnw <0 Co., Lid. v. Pott, 
Cassels ana Williamson (1911), 28 R. P. C. 665; and see Vidal Dyes 
Syndicate, Ltd. v. Levinstein, Ltd. (1912), 29 R. P. C. 246, C. A., follow- 
ing Simpson v. Holliday (1866), L. R. 1 H. L. 315, per Fletcher 
Moulton, L.J., atpp. 269, 271, 272). 

(Z) Plimpton v. Maloolmson, supra; Turners. TVtnfcr (1787), Dav. Pat. 
Cas. 146, 164. For instance, wnere fusion was necessary to one part of 
the invented process, and the specification directed heat to be continued 
until the effect was produced, it was held that the omission of any 
direction to fuse was fatal to the patent (Turner v. Winter, supra). 

(m) Boulton v. Bull (1796), 2 Hy. Bl. 463, 497, 498 ; NeUson v. Harford 
(1841), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 314 ; Plimpton v. Malcolmson, supra, at p. 668 ; 
see Edison and Swan Electric Light Co. v. Holland (1888), 4 T. L. R. 686; 
British Dynamite Co. v. Krehs (1879), (Soodeve’s Patent (leases, 88, 91. 

(n) Lewis v. Marling (1829), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 493, 496. 

(o) EeUson v, Harford (1841), 8 M. & W. 806 ; compare “Z” Eleotrio 
Lan^ Manufacturing Co., Ltd. v. Marples, Leach db Co. (1910), 27 R. P. C. 
pet FLETCHER MOULTON, L.J., at p. 746. 

(p) Bickford v. Skewes (1837), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 211, 218. 

(q) Lewis v. Mariing, supra, atp. 496 ; Sturts v. De La Eue (1828), 1 
Web. P«t. Cas. 83. 
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only to disclose a way of carrying out his invention, but the best 
way that he knows (r). For instance, where a patentee disclosed an 
invention whereby he made verdigris, and from the specification an 
ordinary workman could make verdigris, such method being other- 
wise good subject-matter for a patent, the patent was avoided 
when it was shown that he had not disclosed what he knew 
to be the fact and of what in practice he had availed himself, 
namely, that an addition of nifcric acid in the process made the 
production of verdigris cheaper and quicker («) ; and the principle 
is carried so far that where an inventor wrapped up, in the technical 
language of chemical recipes, salts known by common names under 
which they might have been purchased from an ordinary druggist, 
and so misled the public into believing that the ingredients of liis 
invention were complex chemical bodies instead of ordinary 
merchandise, the patent was held void (a). 

337. It follows from this that, where he legitimately may do so, 
it is the duty of the patentee to put into the complete specification 
any knowledge that he may have acquired after the provisional 
specification (b). 

Where, however, anything turns upon it the complete specifica- 
tion must conform with the provisional (c). Here, again, it becomes 
a question of fact to be determined in each case. The rule which 
governs the decision may be stated in the following way : — Does the 
general description of the invention in the provisional specification 
fairly foreshadow the particular improvement described in tlie 
complete specification or not ? (d) It follows from this that if that 
which turns out to be an essential part of the invention is not 
mentioned in the provisional specification the complete specification 
does not conform {e), 

Sub-Seot. 5. — Claims, 

338. In order that the public may have sufficient and certain 
information respecting what they are prohibited from doing whilst 
the privilege continues (/), the patentee must particularly describe 
and ascertain the nature of his invention. In order that, after 
the privilege is expired, the public may be enabled to do what tlie 
patentee has invented (//), he must particularly describe and ascertain 
the manner in which the same is to be performed (//) ; and the ambit 
of his invention must be circumscribed by definite claims (i). 


Sect. 2. 
Application 
fora 
Patent 

Illustration. 


Knowledge 
acquired after 
provisional 
specification. 

Conformity 
with pro- 
visional 
specification. 


Necessity for 
claims. 


(r) B. V. Arkwright (1786), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 64, 66; Turner r. Winter 
(1787), 1 Web. Pat Cas. 77. 

(«) Wood V. Zimmer (1816), Holt (n. p.), 68 ; Bovill v. Moore (1816), 2 
Marsh. 211. 

(а) Savory v. Price (1823), By. & M. 1. 

(б) Croeetey v. Beverley (1830), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 112, 117; Jones r. 
Heaton (before 1841), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 404, n. 

(o) See p. 158, cmte^ and p. 164, post. 

id) Vickers, Sons ds Co, v. Siddeil (1890), 15 App. Cas. 496; Penn v* 
Bihby, Penn v. Jack, Penn v. Femie (1866), L. K. 3 Eq. 308. 

(e) NuttaU v. Hargreaves, [1892] 1 Ch. 23, C. A. 

(/) See pp. 128, 129, ante, 
iq) See p. 169, ante. 

(h) Hindmarcb on Patents, p. 159. 

(t) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 2. 

H.L. — XXII. ^ 
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I'atents and InventIoKA 

339. The meaning of tbe word ‘‘ claim ” is quite cleat, and 
what must be claimed is tbe invention. That being so, if the 
claiming clause in the specification claims less than the invention 
the patent will be useless and perhaps void. In neither case will it 
give the patentee a monopoly for that which he has invented, 
because that has not been claimed as the invention. It may also 
he that, though the inventor has made a real invention, he may be 
unaware of that to which his invention in fact is due, and, if he 
does not claim that particular thing, his invention has not been 
claimed and his patent is void (k). 

If, on the other hand, the claiming clause in the specification 
claims more than the invention, the patent will be void (Z). 

340. As has been seen (;w), it may be good subject-matter of a 
patent to invent a new combination of things per sc old, or to 
improve a thing per se old, or to invent something to be used 
in combination with something per se old. It may be expedient or 
even necessary to mention in the claiming clause of the specification 
something which, though not the invention itself nor per se proper 
subject-matter of letters patent, helps to explain the invention. If 
the claiming clause is drafted so as to claim tliis thing per se, the 
patent is clearly bad, for it claims something which is not the 
invention. The mention, however, of such a thing in the claiming 
clause does not vitiate the patent. The old rule used to be that the 
claiming clause must clearly distinguish that which was old in the 
process or apparatus from that which was new, and only claim that 
which was new (??). This doctrine has, however, been considerably 
modified, and upon the authorities it is now established that if the 
claiming clause does in fact claim the invention and does not claim 
anything that is old per se, the patent is not avoided because in the 


(Jt) For example, a patentee discovered that, by heating certain 
chemicals in a closed retort, a certain valuable chemical product was the 
result ; he described his method accurately, and then claimed the process : 
what he did not know was that the material of which the retorts were 
made was an essential to the process. The patent was held to be void 
(liadische Anilin und Soda Fabrik v. La SociitS Chimiqtie des TJ sines du 
Fhdne (1897), 14 R. P. C. 876). The matter may be looked at in two 
ways — either the description of the manner in which the invention is to be 
performed and the nature of it is insufficient, or else the claim is for more 
than what in fact has been invented, that is to say, for the process when 
carried out in retorts other than those made of the essential material, 
when in fact the invention cannot produce that which is claimed, on 
which ground the patent is equally void. 

(Z) For instance, where the patentee had discovered that certain alkalies 
find acids when combined together would produce a good and useful 
cement, and the specification stated that other alkalies and acids would 
answer the purpose, it was held that if it was a claim of all acids and 
alkalies it was clearly bad, as there are some that would not answer the 
purpose. If it was a claim of those only which would answer the purpose 
it was as clearly bad, in consequence of not stating those which would 
answer the purpose and distinguishing them from those that would not 
{Stevens v, Keating (1848), 2 £xch. 772); and see Kelvin v. Whvte,, 
Thomson db Co. (1907), 26 R. P. C. 177. 

(m) See p. 138, ante, 

(n) See Kay v. MarshaU (1836), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 39; Kicherby t- 
Duncan db Co, (1908), 25 R. P. C. 248. 
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claiming clause that which is old is not distinguished from that 8«o*.l 
which is new (o). Applicatloii 

This question is, however, always subject to one overriding for a 
essential : the claim must not be ambiguous. If it is ambiguous it is Patent, 
not a claim at all, for from the very meaning of the word “ claim ” Bat claim 
it must, in order to be good, give sufficient and certain information not i>e 
to those to whom it is addressed as to what is claimed (p). ambiguous. 


341. A distinction must be made between two very dilferent i^istinction 
things — first the purpose of the subject-matter of the invention, and 
secondly the purpose to which the invention can be put. If the first subjS^* 
fails the patent is void(g). Consequently, if the claiming clause matter and 
claims a purpose of the subject-matter of the invention which fails 

the patent is void (r). On the other hand, if a claim is made for 
the purpose to which the invention, otherwise properly described 
and claimed, may be put, the patent is not avoided merely because 
such purpose in fact fails («). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Construction of Specifications, 

342. The construction of specifications is for the court as a Qcnerai rule, 
matter of law (<)• The ordinary canons of construction apply {u). 

The ordinary meaning of the English language is applied except 
where words of art are used, when it becomes a question of fact as 
to what meaning such words bore at the time of the grant {v). 


(o) British United Shoe Machinery Go., Ltd. v. Fussell, Ltd. (1908), 25 
R. P. C. 631, following Harrison v. Anderston Foundry Co., Ltd. (1876), 

1 App. Cas. 674, considering Foxwell v. Bostoch (1864), 4 De G. J. &; Sm. 
298; and see Lynch v. PhiUips (1909), 26 R. P. C. 389. 

ip) For instance, where a patentee had claimed a combination inuchino 
for clipping horses and it became a material issue as to whether the 
invention maimed consisted of four subordinate parts or not, it was held 
that it was not sufficiently clearly claimed as such. **1 have read and 
re-read with the greatest anxiety, the specihcation in the present case. I 
cannot find from beginning to end of it any sentence or any number of 
sentences as to which by any reasonable interpretation you can say that 
they make a claim to a subordinate combination of these particular items 
as constituting in itself a novelty, a new manufacture, a thing to be 
protected by the patent {Clark v. Adie (1877), 2 App. Cas. 315, per Lord 
Cairns, L.C., at p, 326). 

(q) See pp. 134, 136, ante. 

(r) See Stevens v. Keating (1848), 2 Exch. 772; note (Z), p. 162, ante. 

(s) For instance, where a patentee described and claimed a certain 
metallic material, and claimed secondly “ the manufacture of capsules of 
the new material,” which manufacture was admitted per se not to be sub- 
ject-matter of a patent, it was held that this, being merely a claim to a 
particular use to which the invention would be put, did not vitiate the 
patent (NeiUon v. Beits (1871), L. R. 6 H. L. 1). 

(0 Bovill V. Pimm (1856), 11 Exch. 718, 740; Hills v. London Qas^ 
Light Co. (1857), 27 L. J. (ex.) 60; and see Clark v. Adie (No. 2) 
(1877), 2 App. Cas. 423, per Lord Blackburn, at p. 436; Seed v. Higgins 
( I860), 8 H. L. Cas. 660, 661; British Dynamite Co. v. Krehs (1879), 
Goodeve’s Patent Cases, 88. 

(u) See titles Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., pp. 433 et seq., 

444 et seq. ; Evidence, Vol. XIll., pp. 429, 430. The practi^ of examin- 
ing and cross-examining expert witnesses as to the construction of specifi- 
cations is irregular and prejudicial to proper trial {Qraphie Arts Co. v. 
HwnUrs, Lid. (1910), 27 R. P. C. 677). ^ 

(v) nm V. Evans (1862), 4 De G. F. & J. 288 ; Elliott ^-Turner (1846), 

2 C. B. 446, Ex. Ch. ; Derosne v. Fairie (1835), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. ^4 ; 
Eeilson v. Harford (1841), 1 W©1>. F^t. Cas. 331, 370 ; WaUington V. Dak 
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843. The specification is construed as a whole and the claiming 
clauses are not taken as isolated sentences, but are given the mean- 
ing which is a fair one considering their environment (a), which 
includes not only the specification, but also the title (6). The 
provisional specification may be used for the purpose to which it is 
addressed, namely, to describe and ascertain the general nature 
of the invention (c), but it cannot be used to supply a defect in the 
complete specification (d). 

Although redundant claims do not invalidate a patent («), the 
claiming clauses should if possible be construed so that each will 
be effective, and accordingly an attempt will be made to construe 
them as claims for different things (/). 

344. The specification is construed impartially, neither for nor 
against the patentee (^). The court will certainly not be astute 

(1862), 7 Exch. 888 ; United Telephone Co. v. Bassano (1886), 3 R. P. C. 296, 
C. A. ; 31 Ch. D. 630; Boydv. Eorrochs (1891), 9 R. P. C. 77, H. L. ; Patent 
Exploitation, Ltd. v. Siemens Brothers Co., Ltd. (1904), 21 R.P. C. 641, 
649, 11. L. ; see title Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., p. 449. 
In considering the state of knowledge at the time when the patent was 
obtained antecedent specifications may be consulted (Couchman v. Greener 
(1884), 1 R. P. C. 197, 199, H. L. ; Leeds Forge Co., Ltd. v. Deighton^s 
Patent Flue and Tube Co., Ltd. (1902), 19 R. P. C. 285, C. A. ; see p. 148, 
ante) ; but only in cases where the meaning of the specification is ambi^ous 
and not clear (Crosthwaite v. Steele (1889), 6 R. P. C. 190 ; Jandus Arc Lamp 
and Electric Co., Ltd. v. Johnson (1900), 17 R. P. C. 361). Knowledge 
subsequently acquired must not be applied (King, Brown Co. v. Anglo^ 
American Brush Corporation (lSd2), 9 R. P. C. 31 3, H. L., per Lord Watson, 
at p. 310 ; NoheVs Explosives Co., Ltd. v. Anderson (1894), 11 R. P. C. 619, 
(J. A., per Lord Esher, M.R., at p. 623). 

(a) Neilson v. Harford (1841), 1 AVeb. Pat. Cas. 295, 312; Bussell v. 
Cowley and Dixon (1836), I Web. Pat. Cas. 457, 470; Edison and Swan 
United Electric Light Co. v. Woodhouse and Eawson (1887), 4 R. P. C. 99, 
107, C. A. ; Edison Bell Phonograph Corporation, Ltd. v. Smith and Young 
(1894), 11 R. P. C. 389, C. A., per Lord Esher, M.R., at p. 395; Parkinson 
V. Simon (1894), 11 R. P. C. 493, C. A. ; affirmed (1895), 12 R. P. C. 403, 
11. L. ; Ingersoll Sergeant Drill Co. v. Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Co., Ltd. 
(1907), 25 R. P. C. 61, H. L., per Lord Lorbburn, L.C., at p. 83. The 
proper way to read a specification is not to read the claim first, but, look- 
ing at the whole instrument, to read the specification first to see what the 
patentee says he has invented, and then to read the claim fairly to see 
whether he claims more than he desires to patent (Arnold v. Bradbury 
(1871), 6 Ch. App. 706; cited with approval in Edison Bell Phonograph 
Corporation, Lid. v. Smith and Young, supra; and followed in Tubes, Ltd. 
V. Perfecta Seamless Steel Tube Co., Ltd. (1900), 17 R. P. C. 669). The 
court may not refer to a part of the specification struck out by amend- 
ment (Lalce V. Botax Motor Accessories, Ltd. (1911), 28 R. P. C. 632, 638, 
C, A., following Hattersley Sons v. Hodgson ( 1906), 23 R. P. C. 192, C. A ). 

(b) Oxley v. Holden (1860), 8 C. B. (n. s.) 666; Jlousehill Coal and Iron 
Co. V. Neuson (1843), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 679, H. L. ; Newton v. Voucher 
(1861), 6 Exch. 895, 864. 

(o) Parkinson v. Simon (1894), 11 R. P, C. 493, 602, C. A. 

(d) Mackeloan v. Bennie (1862), 13 C. B. (n. s.) 62. 

(e) Wenham Gas Co. v. Champion GasLampCo. ( 1891), 9 R. P. C. 49, 66, C. A. 

(/) Parkinson Y. Simon, (lS94c), 11 R.P. C. 493, 602, C. A.; and see 

Cashd Gold ExtractifM Co. v. Cyanide Gold Becovery Syndicate (1895), 12 
R. P, C. 232, 267, C. A.; British United Shoe Maclhinory Co., Ltd. v. 
Hugh Olaughlon, Lid. (1906), 23 R. P. C. 324 

(g) Stevens v. Keating (1848), 2 Exoh. 772; at nisi prius (1847), 2 Web. 
Pat. Cas. 181, per Pollock, C.B., At p. 187 ? Dudgeon v. Thompson (1877), 
8 App. Cw, 34, 63. V /• 
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to construe it against a patentee (A). This is sometimes called a Bjxtt.s. 

“ benevolent ” mode of construction. Perhaps that is not the best AppUcaUon 
term to use ; but it may be described as construing a specification for a 
fairly, with a judicial anxiety to support a really useful invention if Patent, 
it can be supported on a reasonable construction of the patent. 

Beyond that the benevolent construction does not go (i). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Procedure. 

(i.) Examination of Application. 

345 . The Comptroller refers every application to an examiner (k). Refusal or 

If the examiner reports that the nature of the invention is not aniendmcntof 
fairly described, or that the application, specification, or drawings . 

have not been prepared in the prescribed manner, or that the title * 

does not sufficiently indicate the subject-matter of the invention, 
the Comptroller may refuse to accept the application or may 
require that the application, specification, or drawings be amended 
before he proceeds with the application ; and in the latter case the 
application, if the Comptroller so directs, bears date as from tlio 
time when the requirement is complied with (1). Where the 
complete specification is left after a provisional specification, the 
Comptroller refers both specifications to an examiner as stated 
above (vi). 

346 . It is the duty of the examiner to make an investigation investigation 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the invention claimed has previous 
been wholly or in part claimed or described in any specification 

(other than a provisional specification not followed by a complete 
specification) published before the date of the application, and left 


{h) Bickford v. Skewes (1841), 1 Q. B. 938 ; Plimpton v. Spiller (1877), 
6 Ch. D. 412, 422, 0. A. ; Otto v. Zinford (1882), 46 L. T. 35, 39, 0. A. 

(i) Hinks Son v. Safety Lighting Co. (1876), 4 Ch. B. 607, per 
Jessel, M.R., at p. 612; and see Bussell v. Cowley and Dixon (1835), J 
Web. Pat. Cas. 457; Simeon v. II olliday (IS6Q), 12 L. T. 99, per Lord 
Westbury, at p. 100; Harrison v. Anderston Foundry Co. (1876), 1 
App. Cas. 674, 681 ; Cropper v. Smith (1884), 1 R. P. C. 81, 89, C. A. ; 26 
Ch. D. 700 ; cited with approval in Benno Jaff4 und JJarmstaedter Lanolin 
Fabrik v. Eichardson Co. (1894), HR. P. C. 93, 261, C. A. ; Needham v. 
Johnson 6c Co. (1884), 1 R. P. C. 49, per Lindley,L.J., at p. 68 ; Auiomntio 
Weighing Machine Co. v. Knight (1889), 6 R. P. C. 297, 307, C. A. Tho 
court will, so far as is possible, construe every specification with candour 
(Sellers v. Dickinson ( 1860), 6 Exch. 312, 324 ; Tetley v. Easton ( 1852), Macr. 
48, 74), and will endeavour to give to the patentee the benefit of any 
ambiguous expression (Edison Bell Phonograph Corporation, Lid. v. Smith 
(1894), 11 R. P. C. 389, 400, C. A.); but the words “these our Letters 
Patents shall be construed in the most beneficial sense for the advantage 
of the Patentee** do not mean that the language is to be strained in 
favour of the patentee, but that if his language can be fairly construed so as 
to render his patent valid, it is to be so construed (ITattersley 6c Sons v. 
Hodgson (1906), 23 R. P. C. 192, H. L., per Lord Lindley, at p. 203). 
Where a claim can be construed so as either to make a patent reasonable 
and sensible or to make it utterly absurd, the court will give effect to the 
former of the two readings (Plimpton v. Spiller (1877), 6 Ch. D. 412, C. A., 
per Jessel, M.R., at p. 423 ; followed in Wesiinghouse v. Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Bail. Co. (1884), 1 R. P. C. 98; Haworth v. Hardcastle (182^)^ 

1 Web. Pat. Cas. 480, 485). 

(k) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 3 (D 

(l) Ibid., s. 3 (2). 

(m) Ibid,, 1. 6 (1). 
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pursuant to any application for a patent made in the United 
Kingdom within fifty years next before the date of the application (a). 
If the examiner finds that the invention has been completely 
anticipated, he may at once make a provisional report to that 
effect, and the Comptroller may treat this as a final report (h) and 
refuse to grant the patent (c). 

When anticipation, either complete or partial, has been reported, 
the applicant must be informed, and may, within two months, 
amend his specification so as to remove the objection (d). There- 
upon, if the Comptroller is satisfied that the objection has been 
removed, he must, in the absence of any other ground of objection, 
accept the specification (c). But, if when the applicant has been 
so informed and the time for amendment has expired, the Comp- 
troller is not so satisfied, he must appoint a time for hearing the 
applicant (/). 

347 . The investigation thus provided for extends further, and 
an invention may be held to have been anticipated even where the 
anticipation is contained in a specification deposited by another 
person at a later date than that on which the application which is 
being investigated was made, provided that such later specification 
is deposited pursuant to an application which was made prior to 
the application in question (g), that is, the examiner’s report is not 
complete until it is no longer possible for any such specification in 
pursuance of a prior application to be deposited. If during this 
period a later specification is left at the Patent Office, which is 
found to anticipate the specification under examination and to bo 
in pursuance of a prior application, then the applicant must be 
informed, and within two months must either inform the Comp- 
troller that he considers that no amendments are necessary, or 
apply for leave to amend his specification by way of disclaimer, 
stating specifically what amendments, if any, he is prepared to 
make in it to remove the objection of anticipation. If these 
amendments are satisfactory, the Comptroller may allow them to 
be made ; otherwise he must give tlie applicant, a hearing (h). 


{a) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 7 (1) ; Be Parsons 
and Stoney's Amflicaiion for a Patent (1910), 27 It. P. C. 491. 

(h) Patents Kules, 1908, rr. 29, 32. 

(o) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 7 (4). 

(d) Ibid,, 8. 7 (2) ; Patents Rules, 1908, r. 30 ; the time may in proper 
cases be extended (Official Notice, 16th November, 1909; Illustrated 
Official Journal (Patents), 17th November, 1909) ; see note (g), p. 209, 
j) 06 t. The amended specification must be investigated in the same way 
as the original specification (Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
0. 29), 8. 7 (2) ). 

(e) Ibid., s. 7 (3). 

( / ) Ibid., s. 7 (4) ; Paients Rules, 1908, r. 31. As to the procedure before 
and on the hearing, see Official Notice, 16th November, 1909, and p. 167, post. 

(g) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 8 (1), (2). An 
application is prior to another if the patent when granted would be of 

J nor date to the patent granted pursuant to that otiier (ibid., s. 8 (3) ). 

hid., s. 8, was directed not to come into force until ordered by the Board 
of Trade (ibid., s. 8 (4) ). The order enforcing it was laid before Parliament 
on 18th and 19th November, 1908. 

(h) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7^ 0. 29), s. 8 (2). As to the 
procedure on the heaxing, see p. 167, poet. 
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348. A patent is not invalidated by a specification anticipating 
it if such specification is fifty years old or more (i). 

Anticipation is no bar to the patent if the applicant can 
prove to the satisfaction of the court that the matter published 
was derived or obtained from him and was published without bis 
knowledge and consent, and, if he learnt of the publication before 
he made his application, that he applied for and obtained 
protection for his invention with all reasonable diligence after 
learning of the publication (j). 

349. Reports of examiners are not in any case to be published 
or open to public inspection, and are only liable to production or 
inspection in any legal proceeding if the court or officer having 
the power to order discovery certifies that such production or 
inspection is desirable in the interests of justice (/i). 

(ii.) Hearing before Comptroller, 

350. On appointing a time for the hearing above referred to (/), 
the Comptroller must give the applicant at least ten days’ notice of 
the appointment. The applicant must, as soon as possible, notify 
the Comptroller whether or not he desires to be heard. After the 
hearing, or without a hearing if the applicant has not attended or 
has notified his desire not to be heard, unless the specification 
has been amended to his satisfaction (m), the Comptroller must 
determine whether a reference to prior specifications ought to bo 
made in the applicant’s specification by way of notice to the public, 
or whether in the event of the invention claimed liaving been wholly 
or specifically claimed in an earlier specification, he should refuse 
to grant a patent {n), 

Similar procedure prevails in relation to the extended investiga- 
tion above referred to(o). In this case, after the hearing, or without 
a hearing if the applicant has not attended or has notified his 
desire not to be heard, the Comptroller must determine wliat 
reference, if any, to other specifications ought to bo made in the 
applicant’s specification by way of notice to the public (;?). 


(i) Patent and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 41 (1). 

(;) Ibid,, s. 41.(2). 

(k) Ibid,, B. 68; and see title Discovery, Inspection, and Inter- 
rogatories, Vol. XI., pp. 40, 43, 105. 

(l) See p. 166, ante ; Pa ents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 7. 

(m) As to amendment of specification, see p. 166, ante, andpp. 170 et seg., 
post, 

(n) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 7 (4); Patents 
Rules, 1908, r. 31, modified by Ofiicial Notice, 16tli November, 1909. The 
form in which such reference to prior specifications is to bo made is as 
follows : — “ Reference has been directed in pursuance of section 1, sub- 
section 4, of the Patents and Designs Act, 1907, to specification No. 

of ’* (Patents Rules. 1908, r. 32). Patents Rules, 1908, rr. 30, 31. are 
somewhat modified by Official Notice, 16th November, 1909. As to appeals 
to the law officer, see p. 178, post. 

(o) Seep. 166, ante; Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), 

s. 8. , X , . 

ip) Ibid., 8. 8 (2) ; Patents Rules, 1908, r. 93. As to appeals to the law 
officer, see p. 178, post. 
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361. Generally, before exercising adversely to the applicant the 
discretionary powers given to him by the statute or rules, the 
Comptroller must give ten days’ notice, or such longer notice as he 
thinks fit, to the applicant, of the time when he may be heard 
personally or by his agent before the Comptroller {q). Within five 
days, unless the Comptroller appoints a longer time, the applicant 
must notify in writing to the Comptroller whether or not he intends 
to be heard (r). At any time the Comptroller may require the 
applicant to attend before him and make oral explanations or to 
submit a statement in writing within a time and with respect to 
matters notified by the Comptroller (s). 

The evidence at the hearing before the Comptroller is given bj" 
statutory declaration in the absence of directions to the contrary, 
hut the Comptroller has power to order vivd voce evidence to bo 
taken before him (f). 

The Comptroller must notify his decision to all parties affected (a), 
(iii.) Powers of Comptroller, 

362 . ( 1 ) Where the examiner reports that the nature of tho 
invention is not sufficiently disclosed and defined to enable him to 
make the investigation already referred to (?>), the Comptroller may 
require amendment of the specification and drawings, or any of 
them, and may direct that the application shall bear such date sub- 
sequent to its original date, and not later than the date when the 
requirement is complied with, as he may consider reasonably neces- 
sary to give sufficient time for the subsequent procedure relating 
to such application (c). 

(2) lie may, on request in writing, correct any clerical error (r/). 

(3) He must give the applicant an opportunity of being heard, 
if so required, whenever he intends to exercise his discretionary 
powers adversely to the applicant (e). 

(4) He has power to take directions of the law officers if ho is 
in doubt or difficulty (/). 

(5) He may refuse to grant any patent for an invention which ho 
thinks wmkl in use be contrary to law or morality (g). 


(g) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 73 ; Patents 
Pules, 1908, r. 102, As to powers of the Comptroller generally, see the 
text, infra. 

(r) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 103. 

(8) Ibid., r. 104. 

(t) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 77. 

(a) Patents Rules, 1908, r, 105. 

lb) See p. 165, ante; Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), 
■. 7 (1). 

(c) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 28. As to the powers of the Comptroller on 
the report of the examiner, see, further, pp. 165, 166, ante. 

(d) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 70. The request 
must be made on Form No. 30 (fee 5a.) (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 95). 

(e) See the text, supra. 

if) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 74. 

Ig) Ibid., 8. 76. He may refuse to grant a patent if in his opinion the 
invention is not within the meaning of the word ** invention ** in ibid., s. 03 
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(6) A certificate purporting to be under the hand of the Comptroller 8*ot. 2 . 
as to anything authorised by the statute is primd facie evidence (h). Application 

(7) He has a general power of amendment where no special fora 

provision is made, and also power to enlarge time and to dispense Patent, 
with evidence (i). — 

(iv.) Appeal from, Comptroller' a Decision. 

353. An appeal (A;) lies to the law officer (J) from the decision When appeal 

of the Comptroller in the following cases lies. 

(1) Where the Comptroller refuses to accept an application or 
requires an amendment in it {m ) ; 

(2) Where the Comptroller refuses to accept a complete specifica- 
tion (n) ; 

(3) Where the Comptroller decides to refuse the patent or to 
require the insertion of references on the ground of anticipation by 
previous specifications (o). 

354. All such appeals must be made on the prescribed form(p), rrocctiure. 
which must be filed within fourteen days of the decision, and a 

copy sent to the Law Officers’ Department (^), and, where there has 
been opposition, to the opponent or applicant, as the case may be(r). 

The law officer may examine witnessess on oath and administer 
oaths for that purpose (s) ; he may regulate the practice and 


(Be Cooper's Application for a Patent (1901), 19 R. P. C. 53 ; Be Johnson's 
Application for a Patent (1901), 19 R. P. C. 56). 

(k) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 78. 

(i) Patents Rules, 1908, rr. 108, 109, 112. 

(k) The procedure in such appeals is governed by the Law Officers* Rules, 
rr. 1 — 14 (Patents Rules, 1908, pp. 77, 78, made in virtue of Patents and 
Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 40). 

(l) I.e., the Attorney-General or Solicitor- General for England {ibid., 
8. 93). The Attorney-General is not a court, and no prohibition will lie 
to him {Ex parte Simon (1888), 4 T. L. R. 754, C. A.; and see title 
Crown Practice, Vol. X., p. 151). 

(m) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 3 (3). 

(n) Ibid., s. 6 (4). 

(o) Ibid., s. 7 (4). 

ip) Patents Rules, 1908, Form No. 4 (fee £3). 

{(j) At the Royal Courts of Justice, London; by prepaid letter post if 
desired (Law Officers’ Rules, rr. 3, 14). 

(r) Law Officers’ Rules, rr. 1 — 3. No appeal may be entertained of 
which notice is not given within the above-mentioned time, unless by 
leave obtained from the law officer {ibid., r. 5). Seven days’ notice ol the 
hearing must be given, but, by leave of the law officer, shorter notice may 
be given {ibid., r. 6). As to the parties to be served with notice, see ibid., r. 7. 

(«) See Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 77 ; Law 
Officers’ Rules, r. 8. Attendance for cross-examination of any person 
who has made a declaration in the matter in question may be ordered 
(ibid., r. 9), and conduct money must be tendered to witnesses required 
to attend for cross-examination {ibid., r. 10). As to docuraenta^’y evidence, 
see ibid., r. 13. The law officer does not allow the cross-exainination of 
witnesses if there was ample opportunity for filing declarations at the 
hearing before the Comptroller {Be Pitt's Patent (1888), 5 R. P. C. 343, 
346) ; nor does he allow further evidence to be given except with reference 
to matters which have occurred since the hearing before the Comptroller 
(Law Officers’ Rules, r. 8 ; Eamptonv. Facer (1887), Griffin, Patent Cases, 
1888, IZ; Be Cheesbrough's Patent (1884), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 
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procedure before him i and he may order costs to be paid by either 
party (<). 

Sub-Sect. 8. — Amendment of Specificadone. 

(i.) At Instance of Comptroller, 

366. If the examiner reports that the specification or drawings 
accompanying the application have not been prepared in the 
prescribed manner, the Comptroller may require that they be 
amended before he proceeds with the application (u). 

Where a person making application for a patent has included in 
his specification more than one invention, the Comptroller may 
require or allow him to amend such specification and drawings, or 
any of them, so as to apply to one invention only, and the applicant 
may make application for a separate patent for any invention 
excluded by such amendment (or). 

Where a complete specification is left after a provisional specifica- 
tion, and the examiner reports that it has not been prepared in the 
prescribed manner, the Comptroller may refuse to accept the com- 
plete specification until it has been amended to his satisfaction (a). 
Similarly, if the examiner reports disconformity between the two 
specifications, the Comptroller may refuse to accept the complete 
sj^ecification until it has been amended to his satisfaction (6). 

(ii.) At Instance of Applkant or Patentee, 

356. An applicant may at any time, by request in writing left at 
the Patent Office, seek leave to amend his specification, including 
drawings forming part thereof, by way of disclaimer (c), correction, 


{i) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 40 ; and see Law 
Officers* Rules, rr. 11, 12. 

(u) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 3 (2). Drawings 
may be added by way of amendment {Be Lang's Patent (1890), 7 R. P. C. 
469). As to the report of the examiner, see pp. 165 et seq., ante, 

(x) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 13 (1). 

(a) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 6 (2). 

(b) Ibid,, 8 . 6 (3). For further instances (under ibid,, ss. 7, 8) of amend- 
ment of specifications, see p. 166, ante. 

(c) A disclaimer strikes out what aas been disclaimed ; it cannot be read 
to explain the remainder of the specification (Tetley v. Easton (1857), 
2 C. B. (N. S.) 706 ; see Eahton v. Smith (1865), 11 H. L. Gas. 223, per 
Lord Wkstbury, at pp. 242, 243 ; Be Byland's Patent (1888), 5 R. P. C. 
065, following Seed v. Uiggins (1860), 8 H. L. Cas. 550), A disclaimer, the 
construction of which is not to be affected by any prefatory remark 
(Gannington v. Nuttall (1871), L. R..6 H. L. 205), may be made after a 
judgment adverse to the validity of the patent has been pronounced 
(Derosne v. Fairie (1835), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 158, 166 ; Morgan v. Seaward 
(1838), 2 Carp. Pat. Cas. 96, 104); but a disclaimer is only allowed 
to correct parts of the specification which are neither material nor substan- 
tial (B, V. MiU (1851), 14 Beav. 312, per Romilly, M.R., at p. 315). The 
power to amend by ^sclaimer ought to be exercised with great care and 
discretion (B, v. Mill, supra), but in cases of doubt the amendment should 
be allowed (Be Bateman v. Moore's Disclaimer (1854), MacT. 116; Be 
Lake's Patent (1887), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 16). A disclaimer 
operates from the date of the patent and not from the date of the granting 
of the application to amend (B, v. Mill, supra, questioning Perry v. Skinner 
(1837), 2 M. & W. 471 ; Be Lucas' Disclaimer (1854), Macr. 235 ; Patents 

Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 21 (7) ; see Andrew <& Co. v* 
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or explanation (<i)» stating the natnre of, and the reasons for, the Smt. 2. 
proposed amendment (e). Application 

The request must be accompanied by a duly certified copy of the for a 
original specification and drawings, showing in red ink the proposed Patent 
amendment in such a way as to indicate clearly the alteration docu^u 
desired, and must be advertised (/) by publication of the request accompany- 
and the nature of the proposed amendment in the Illustrated *"ereqaeBt. 
Office Journal (Patents), and in such other manner, if any, as the 
Comptroller may direct (g). 

367. At any time within one month from the first advertisement Notice of 
any person may give notice at the Patent Office of opposition to ^Pi‘<>sition to 
the amendment (h). Such notice must be on the prescribed form 
and must be accompanied by an unstamped copy, which is trans- 
mitfed by the Comptroller to the person making the request as 
notice of the opposition (i). 

Within fourteen days after the expiration of one month from the peciaratfons 
first advertisement of the request for leave to amend, the opponent 
may leave at the Patent Office statutory declarations in support of 
his opposition, and, on doing so, must deliver to the applicant 
copies thereof (k). If the opponent does not leave statutory declara- pcciarationn 
tions, the applicant may, if he wishes, within two months from the amenTm^t.^ 
date of the first advertisement of his request, leave at the Patent 


Crossley Brothers (1892), 9 R. P. C. 165, C. A. ; Stepney Spare Motor 
Wheel Co., Ltd. v. Hall, [1911] 1 Ch. 614). As to amondinont by dis- 
claimer in infringement actions, see pp. 173, 216, post. 

{d) Be Morgan's Patent (1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 17. Tho 
function of an explanation is to explain more clearly the meaning of tho 
patentee at the time he patented the invention (Be Ashworth's Patent 
(1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 6). It is not intended that the patentee 
should include subsequently obtained knowledge (Be Beck and Justice's 
Patent (1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 10; see Be Johnson's Patent 
(1896), 13 R. P. C, 660). Clerical errors may be corrected by amendment 
(Be Bubery's Patent (1837), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 649, n. ; Be Bismore (1853), 
ISBeav. 638 ; Be Bedmund's Patent (1828), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 649, n. ; Be 
Nickels' Patent (1841), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 650; Abel's Patent (1ST 0), 
Johnson’s Patentees* Manual, 169, 178, 2081 ; Be Care's Patent (1884), 
26 Ch. D. 106), but the authority of the Master of the Rolls is not now 
necessary (Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 70). 

(e) Ibid., 8 . 21 (1). This provision does not apply w.hcn an action for 
infringement or proceeding before the court for tho revocation of a 

S atent is pending (ibid., s. 21 (8) ; compare ibid., s. 22, and Oillelte Safety 
)aeor Co., Ltd. v. Carnage, Ltd. (1909), 26 R. P. C. 745 ; and see p. 208, post). 
As to such proceedings, see pp. 210 et seq., post. But the subsequent com- 
mencement of proceedings does not deprive the Comptroller of jurisdiction 
to allow the amendment (Woolfe v. Automatic Picture Callery, Ltd., [1903] 1 
Ch. 18, C. A.). A request for leave to amend (save under the Patents and 
Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 8 (2), and Patents Rules, 1908, 
r. 33) must be made on Patents Form No. 17 (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 60) ; 
see Encyclopsedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X., p. 89. Sufficient 
reasons must be given; see Be Morga/n's Patent (ISS6), Griffin, Patent 
Cases, 1888, 17; Nordenfeldt's Patent (1887), Griffin. Patent Cases, 1888, 18. 

(/) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 21 (2). An amend- 
ment not in accordance with the advertisement is not allowed (B. v. 


A.-G. (1888), 4 T. L. R. 488). 

(g) Patents Rules, 1908, rr. 3, 60. 

(a) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 21 (2). 
(<) Ibid,, 8. 21 (3); Patents Rules, 1908, r. 61 (fee 10«.). 
th) Ihid., r. 62. 
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Sect. 2. Office statutory declarations in support of his application, And, on 
Application doing so, must deliver to the opponent copies thereof (Z). 

fora The giving in of evidence by the parties, in answer to the 
Patent. declarations above referred to, and the subsequent hearing by the 
DeciHitionf Comptroller are subject to the same rules as apply to the procedure 
in answer. on opposition to the grant of a patent (m). 

Decision on 368 . Where notice of opposition is given, the Comptroller hears 
application, decides the case(n). Where no notice is given, or the person 

so giving notice fails to appear, the Comptroller determines whether 
and subject to what conditions, if any, the amendment ought to be 
allowed (o). The decision of the Comptroller in either case is sub- 
ject to an appeal to the law officer (p), who, if required, hears the 
parties and may make an order determining whether and subject to 
what conditions, if any, the amendment ought to be allowed 

Amendments 359 . No amendment can be allowed by the Comptroller which 
hich cannot 

be allowed. Patents Rules. 1908, r. 64. 

[m) Ibid., TV. 03, 65 ; see ibid., rr. 43, 45, 46, 47 ; and as to opposition 
to the grant, see p. 175, post. 

(n) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 21 (3). 

( 0 ) Ibid., s. 21 (4). 

(p) See pp. 169, 178, ante. 

iff) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 21 (5). Con- 
ditions are usually inserted unless there are exceptional circumstances 
(Jie Ilearson's Vateni (1884), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884>6, 309; Be 
Davies cmd Davies* Patent (1910), 28 \l. P. C. 50). The law officer may 
impose conditions that the apidicaut must pay the costs of the application 
in any event (Be Klaber and Steinberg's Patent, [1908] 1 Cli. 847 ; Be 
Chatwood's Patent (1899), 7Z 11. P. C. 370; Singer <& Co. v. Stassen iSc 
Son (1884), 1 R. P. C. 121, 0. A. ; Be Westinghoiise's Patent (1885), Griffin, 
Patent Cases, 1884-6, 315) ; or compel a patentee in an action of 
infringement who desires to amend to pay all the costs up to the time of 
leave to amend being given (Winter y. DaybiU. Madeley c& Co. (1884), 1 
K. P. C. 76 ; Be Goulard and Gibb's Patent, [1887] W. N. 211 ; Fusee Vesta 
Co. y. Bryant and May (1887), 4 11. P. C. 71 ; 34 Ch. D. 458; Lang v. 
Whitecross Co. (1889), 6 T. L. R. 16, 57, C. A.) ; and, as a general rule, 
nipose a condition that the amended specification is not to be receivable in 
evidence in any pending action (Be Codd's Patent, Codd v. Brathy (1884), 1 
R. P. C. 209 ; Allen v. Doulton & Co. (1887), 4 R. P. C. 377, C. A. ; Bray v. 
Gardner (ISSl), 34 Ch. D. 668, C. A. ; Singer d* Co v. Stassen <& Son, supra) ; 
and a patentee who socks leave to amend may be ordered not to bring any 
action for iiifringomciit either against particular persons (Be Harrison's 
Patent (1853), Maor. 32), or during the continuance of the patent 
(Medloolc's Patent (1865), 22 Newton’s London Journal (n. s.), 69), or 
prior either to a specified date (Be Wesiingbouse's Patent, supra ; Be 
Cheesbrough's Patent (1884), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 303), or for 
infringement prior to the date of the disclaimer (Gaulard v. Lindsay 
(1888), 38 Ch. D. 38, C. A.; Lang y. Whitecross Co., supra; Fusee 
Vesta Co. v. Bryant and May, supra; Be Smith's Patent (1855), Macr. 
232 ; Haslam Foundry and Engineering Co. v. Qoodfelhw (1887), 5 R. P. C. 
28; 37 Ch. D. 118; DeeUy v. Perkes, [1896] A. C. 496; Corrigall v. 
ArmstroiM, Whitworth db Co. (1903), 20 R. P. C. 523 ; Jandus Arc Lamp and 
Electric (fo. v. Arc Lamp Co. (1903), 21 R. P. C. 115, following Ludington 
Cigarette Machine Co. v. Baron Cigarette Machine Co. (1900), 17 K. P. C. 25, 
214, C, A. ; [1900] 1 Ch. 508; Be Allison's Patent (1900). 17 R. P. C. 298, 
513, C. A. ; Be AUfw'e Patent (1905), 23 R. P. C. 65, 78, C. A, ; OiUette 
Safety Baeor Co. v. Lune Safety Bazor Co., [1910] 2 Ch. 373, C. A.), or may 
be ordered to submit to a dissolution of a prior injunction lor infringe- 
ment (BeKenriek andJeferson, Ltd.*8, Patent (1912), 29 B. P. C. 25, applying 
Dudgeon y. Thomson (1877), 3 App. Cas. 34). 
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Sect. 2. 
Application 
fora 
Patent 

Requirement! 
on leaye being 
granted 


Leave to 
amend con- 
clusive as to 
right. 

Amendment 
bjr leave o£ 
court. 

{q) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 21 (6). The 
amendment claimed should not be too exien&ive {Re Naim's Patent (1891), 

8 R. P. C. 444 ; Re Oamett's Application for a Patent (1899), 16 R. P. C. 164 ; 

Re Crist's Application fora Patent (1903), 20 R. P. 0. 476); andsee 
V. BostocTc (1864), 10 L. T. 144; Re Nordenfeldt's Patent (1887), Grillin, 

Patent Cases, 1888, 18; Re Walker's Patent (ISSl), Griffin, Patent Cases, 

1888, 22; Re SerreU's Patent (1888), 6 R. P. C. 101, 103 ; Ralston y. Smith 
(1865), 11 H. L. Cas. 223, 264 ; Re Lucas' Dtaotoimer (1854), Macr. 234 ; Re 
Oaulard and Oibbs' Patent (1889) 6 R. P. C. 218, C. A. ; Heath v. Frost's 
Patent (1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 310 ; Re Parkinson's Patent (1896), 

13 R. P. C. 609 ; Re Johnson's Patent (1896), 13 R. P. C. 669 ; Re Vidal's 
Patent (1898), 16 R. P. C. 721. Such an amendment is void (Exparte Simon 
(1888), 4 T. L. R. 764, C. A.), but it would seem that if such an amend- 
ment is made and allowed the decision of the Attorney- General, in the 
absence of fraud, is final and cannot be reviewed (Moser v. Marsden 
(1895) 13 R. P. C. 24, H. L.) ; and see note (I), p. 169, ante. 

(r) Patents Rules 1908, rr. 6, 19 — 26, 66. 

(a) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 21 (7). I.e., tho 
amended specification takes the place of the original specification for all 
purposes, and the patentee may recover damages for infringements com- 
mitted before the date of the amendment, provided that he jproves to the 
satisfaction of the court that his orinnal claim was framed in good faith 
and with reasonable skill and knowledge (ibid., s. 23 ; Wenham db Co. v. 

Carpenter, Todd Co. (1887), 6 R. P. C. 68 ; Ilopkinson v. St. James' and 
Pall Mall Electric Light Co. (1893), 10 R. P. C. 62 ; British United Shoe 
Machinery Co.'y. Fussel db Sons (1908), 25 R. P. C. 368). Similarly whore 
it is sought to re-amend an already amended specification, onljjr the speci- 
fication as amended, not the original specification, is considered, as in 
Hattersley and Jackson's Patent (1904), 21 R. P. C. 233. 

(t) Patents and Designs Act. 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 21 (7). But it is 
no guarantee that the specification, even when amended, will not still 
invalidate the patent (Re Beeley's Patent (1894), 12 R. P. C. 66, 192, C. A.); 
and disconformity between an amended complete specification and the 
provisional specification is fatal to the validity of the patent, except as 
provided by Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 42 (Re 
Oaulard and Gibbs' PaUnt (1890), 7 R. P. 0- 367, H. L. ; Lame-Fox v. 

Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Co. (1892), 13 R. P. C. 

221, 413, C. A.; [1892] 3 Ch. 424; compare Moser y. Marsden, supra; 
see p. 159, ante, 

(a) See pp. 210, «£ seq., post. 

(b) “ Action ... or proceedings ” means action or proceedings before 
judgment (Cropper dt Co, y, SmUh (1884), 1 R. P. C. 264; 28 Ch. D. 

148; Lawrence r. Perry db Co. (1885), 2 R. P. C. 179; Haslam df Co. v- 


would make the specification, as amended, claim an invention sub- 
stantially larger than or different from the invention claimed by 
the specification as it stood before the amendment (q). 

360. Where leave to amend is given, the applicant must, if the 
Comptroller so requires, and within a time to be limited by him, 
leave at the office a new specification and drawings as amended, to 
be prepared according to the Eules (r). 

The amendment must be advertised forthwith by the Comptroller 
in the Illustrated Office Journal (Patents), and is deemed to form 
part of the specification (s). 

361. Leave to amend is conclusive as to the right of the party 
to make the amendment allowed, except in case of fraud (t), 

(iii.) Under Order of Court, 

362. In an action for infringement (a) or in proceedings before 
the court for revocation of a patent (b), the court may make an order 
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Effect of 
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allowing the patentee to amend hie specification by Way of difl. 
claimer in such manner and subject to such terms as the court thinks 
fit (c), but no such amendment may claim an invention substantially 
larger than or different from the invention claimed in the unamended 
specification (d). Notice of such proceedings must be given to the 
(k)mptroller, who has the right, and may be directed, to appear and 
be heard (d). 

Where an order has been made by the court the patentee must 
forthwith leave at the office an office copy of such order, together 
with the prescribed form, whereupon his specification is amended 
as directed by the order (e). 

Sub-Sect. 9. — Acceptance of Specification, 

363. Unless a complete specification is accepted within twelve 
months from the date of the application, the application, except 
where an appeal has been lodged, becomes void; but where an 
application is made for an extension of time for the acceptance 
of a complete specification, the Comptroller must, on payment 
of the prescribed fee(/), grant an extension of time to the extent 
applied for, but not exceeding three months (//). 

364. On the acceptance of a provisional or complete specification, 
the Comptroller gives notice thereof to the applicant (h). He must 
advertise the acceptance of every complete specification in the 
Illustrated OflSce Journal (Patents) (i) ; and, upon such acceptance 
of a complete specification, the application and specification or 
specifications, with the drawings, if any, may be inspected at the 
Patent Office (k). 

366. After his complete specification has been accepted and 
until the patent is finally sealed, or the time for its sealing has 
expired, the applicant has the same privileges and rights as if the 
patent had been sealed on the date of the acceptance of the com- 
plete specification, but he may not institute any proceeding for 
infringement until a patent has been granted to him (1), 


Hall (1887), 5 R. P. C. 1, 24) ; and for the meaning of “ action pending,” 
see Brooke Ab Go, v. LyceWe Saddle and Motor Acceeeoriee Co, (1904^ 21 
R. P. C. 661 ; [1904] 1 Ch. 612. ^ ^ h 

(c) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 22 ; R. S. C 
Ord. 63a, r. 23 ; see Be QeipeVe Patent, [1903] 2 Ch. 716 ; Re Klaber and 
Steinberg* e Patent, [1908] 1 Ch. 847 ; and see, further, pp. 210 et eea. 
216, poet, 

(d) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 22. 

(s) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 113. 

(/) £2 for each month or part of a month. The application should be 
made in Patents Form No. 7 (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 37) ; see Encyclo- 
pssdia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X., p. 88 ; and see ibid.^ Vol XVI 
pp. 492, 493. • ^ 

(0) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 6 (6). 

(A) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 38. 

(♦) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw, 7, o. 29), s. 9 ; Patents Rules. 
1908, r. 38. 

(*;) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 9 ; there is a fee 
of Is. (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 89, and Sched. I.). 

(1) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 10, 
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Sbot. 8. — Orant of a Patent. 

Sub-Sbc3T, l.—0ppo9ition to Orant. 

(i.) IVho may Oppose. 

866 . Any person (j?i) may, within two months from the date 
of the advertisement of the acceptance of a complete specification, 
give notice at the Patent Office of opposition to the grant of the 
patent on one of four prescribed grounds (n). 

The notice must be on the prescribed form (o), and must state the 
grounds of opposition. It must be signed by tlie opponent, and 
accompanied by a copy which the Comptroller must send to the 
applicant. But, if the opponent does not desire that the patent 
should be refused, but merely that the specification should be 
amended by disclaimer, or limitation, he should send, eitlior with, 
or soon after, his notice of opposition, a written stateinont to that 
effect, indicating the general nature of the amendments required 
and any portions of the earlier specifications which bo relies upon 
as necessitating the amendments (p). 

(ii.) Orounda of Opposition. 

367 . Opposition to the grant of a patent can only bo founded on 
one of the following grounds : — 

(l) That the applicant obtained (a) the invention from the 
opponent (6), or from a person of whom he is the legal represen- 

(m) B. V. Comptroller-General of Patents^ Ex parte Tomlinson (1899), 16 
K. P. 0. 233, C. A.; [1899] 1 Q. B. 909. 

(n) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 11 (1). As to 
the grounds of opposition, see the text, infra. 

(o) i.e.. Patents Form No. 8. 

Ip) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 40. 

(а) The words “ obtained from the opponent ” in Patents Rules, 1908, 
r. 41 (1), do not necessarily imply fraud, and fraud is not necessary 
to the proof. It is not sufficient to show that the invention has been 
handed to B. from A. through numerous intermediate parties, if B. 
receives it in entire ignorance of the fact tliat it owes its oiigiii to A. 
(Ruling by the Comptroller-General, reported in 27 R. P. C. Appendix; 
(1910 aT). 

(б) See Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 27), s. 11 (1); 
Patents Rules, 1908, r. 41 (1). This ground of opposition succeeded in 
Lott's Application (1863), Johnson’s Reports, 168, cited Higgins and Jones, 
Digest of the Law of Patents, 2nd ed., p. 43 ; M a cfar lane's Application ( 1 883), 
Johnson’s Reports, 168 ; Be Marshall's Application (1888), 6 R. P. C. 661 ; 
Be Griffin's Application for Patents (1888), 6 R. P. C. 296; Be Stuart's 
Application for a Patent (1892), 9 R. P. C. 452; Be Paterson's Patents, 
Be Vundon's Patent (1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 296. Where 
this ground of opposition is taken the application may be allowed, but 
subject to terms, either granting the patent to the appheant and opponent 
jointly (Be Luke's Patent (1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 294), or 
granting the patent as an improvement of the invention of the opponent 
(Be Hoskins' Patent (1884), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 291 ; Be 
Newman's Patent (No. 2) (1888), 6 R. P. C. 279), or granting the patent to 
trustees for the applicant and opponent, e.g., in the case of master and ser- 
vant (Bussell's Patent (1867), 2 De G. & J. 130 ; Be Da/vid and Woodley 
(1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 26), or on terms that the applicant shall 
assign a half -share to the opponent (Be Evans and Otway's Patent (1884), 
Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 279; QarthwaUe' s Patent (U^^), 

Patent Cases, 1884-6, 284). The words of this ground” do not apply 
to communications from abroad, and the source of such communication is 
immaterial and cannot be investigated by the law officer (Be Edmunds 
J^atent (1886J, Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 281, decided on the words 
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Shot. 8. tative (c); and, in this case, statutory declarations in support of tha 
Grant of a allegation must be left at the office within fourteen days after the 
Patent expiration of two months from the date of the advertisement of the 
acceptance of the complete specification, or such further time as the 
Comptroller may allow (d) : 

(2) That the invention has been claimed (e) in a complete 
specification which is, or will be, of prior date to the patent the 
grant of which is opposed, other than a specification deposited pur- 
suant to an application made more than fifty years before the date 
of application for the patent (/) : 

(8) That the nature of the invention or the manner in which it is 
to be performed is not sufficiently or fairly described and ascertained 
in the complete specification (^) ; and, in this case, the notice of 


“ on the ground of the applicant having obtained the invention from 
him ** in the Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet, 
c. 67), s. 11, followed in Be Lake's Patent (1888), 6 R. P. C. 415; and see 
Be Meura-Oerkin'e A'pplieaiion (1910), 27 R. P. C. 665. 

(o) An assignee is not the legal representative and cannot be heard in 
opposition (Be SpieVs Patent (1888), 6 R. P. C. 281), nor is the holder of a 
power of attorney (Be Edmunds' Patent (1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 
1884-6, 281). 

(d) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 11 (1) (a); Patents 
Rules, 1908, rr. 41 (1), 42. If evidence is not so left, the opposition is 
deemed to be abandoned (ibid., r. 41 (1) ). 

(e) It is not enough if the invention is only described, it must be 
claimed in a prior specification (Be Von Buck's Application (1888), Griffin, 
Patent Cases, 1888, 40 ; compare Be Wadham's Application lor a Patent 
(1909), 27 R. P. C. 172). 

(/) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 11 (1) (b) ; see 
27 R. P. C. Appendix (1910c), (1910 d). For the ruling of the Comptroller 
where the two applications are concurrent, see ibid., IOIOg. The prior 
invention must be substantially the same as that of the applicant (Be 
Todd's Application for a Patent (1892), 9 R. P. C. 487 ; Be Thwaite's Appli- 
cation for a Patent (1892), 9 R. P, C. 516 ; Be Daniels' Application (1888), 
6 R. P. C. 413 ; Be Aire and Calder's Glass Bottle Works and Walker 
(1888), 6 R. P. < 5 . 346 ; Be Wallisy. Batcliff's Application (ISSS), 6 R. P. C. 
347 ; Be Webster's Patent (1888), 6 R. P. C. 163 ; Bailey's Patent (1886), 
Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 269 ; Be Boult's Application for a Patent 
(1893), 10 R. P. C. 276; Be Bridge's Application for a Patent U901), 18 
R. P. C. 267 ; and see Be Krupp ActiengeseUsekaft Oermainawerft Applica- 
<fon (1908), 25 R. P. C. 809). An unimportant difference is insufficient (Be 
Eaythomthwaite's Application for a Patent (1889), 7 R. P. C. 70 ; Be Hedges' 
Application for a Patent (1896), 12 R. P. C. 136 ; Be Van Wue's Application 
for a Patent (1909), 26 R. P. C. 490 ; and the law officers will not interfere 
in cases of controversy and difficulty (i?6 Lake's Patent (1889), 6 R. P. C. 
684). The law officers will insert a disclaimer clause if it is clear that 
there will be a repetition of a claim and if the public is likely to be misled 
{Be SteU's Patent (1891), 8 R. P. C. 236 ; Be Cooper v. Ford's Patent (1886), 
Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 276 ; Be Anderson and McKinneVs Application 
(1887), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 23, 25; Be Lorrain's Patents (1888), 6 
R. P. C. 142; Be Ooeney's Application (1888), 6 R. P. C. 697 ; Be Hill's 
Application (1888), 6 R. P. C. 699). A disclaimer protects both the former 
inventor and the new inventor by limiting his claim (Be Hoffman's Patent 
(1890), 7 R. P. C. 92), and may be either general or special, but the law 
officers do not encourage the latter (Be StelVs Patent, supra ; Be Southwell 
and Head's Patent (1899), 16 R. P. C. 362 ; Be Anderson and MoKinneVs 
Application, supra ; Be Sielaff's Application (1888), 6 R. P. C. 484; Be 
Marsden's Patent, No. 2 (1896), 14 R. P. C. 174; Be Broekie's Application 
(1908), 26 R. P. C. 118). 

(g) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 11 (1) (c) ; Be 
Francis* Application for a Patent (1909), 27 R. P. C. 86; Be Wadham's 
AppUoation for a Patent, tnpro. 
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opposition should be accompanied by a written statement indicating Sect. 8. 
in what respects the invention is alleged to be insuflSciently or unfairly Grant of a 
described or ascertained (h) ; Patent 

(4) That there is disconformity between the invention claimed 
in the complete specification and that described in the provisional 
specification, and that the invention thus claimed in the complete 
specification forms the subject of an application made by the 
opponent in the interval between the leaving of the provisional 
specification and the leaving of the complete specification (i). 


(iii.) Procedure, and Powere of Comptroller, 

368. The opponent may (A:), in any case, leave statutory declara- Evidence in 
tions in support of his claim within fourteen days after the (•upportot 
expiration of the two months from the date of the advertisement 

of the acceptance of the complete specification (Z). The applicant nna evidence 
may within fourteen days leave declarations in answer, and tlie in reply, 
opponent may reply in the same way, provided that his declarations 
are confined to matters strictly in reply (wi). Where the opponoiit 
does not exercise his right of leaving such declarations, the appli- 
cant may leave statutory declarations in support of his application 
within three months from the date of the advertisement of the 
acceptance of his complete specification (n). Thereupon, and within 
fourteen days, the opponent may leave declarations in answer, and 
the applicant in this case has the right of reply within fourteen 
days, provided that his declarations are likewise confined to matters 
strictly in reply (a). 

Where a party leaves statutory declarations under the rules, ho 
must deliver copies to the other party {h). 

No further evidence may be left except by leave or requisition of 
the Comptroller (c). 

369. On the completion of the evidence, or whenever he sees Hearing, 
fit, the Comptroller appoints a time for the hearing of the case, 
giving the parties at least ten days’ notice (d). 


ih) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 41 (2). 

(i) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 11 (1) (d) ; see 
27 R. P. C., Appendix (1910a); Be WiUom' Application for a Patent 
(1892), 9 R. P. C. 512, n. ; Be Hudson's Application for a Patent (1904), 22 
R. P. C. 218. To . succeed on this ground there must be disconformity ; 
the mere development of what is claimed in the provisional specification 
does not vitiate the patent {Be Birt's Application for a Patent (1892), 
9 R. P. C. 489 ; Be Edwards' Patent (1894), 11 R. P. C. 461 ; Be Millar 
and Miller's Application for a Patent (1898), 15 R. P. C. 718). 

{k) If the opposition is on the first “ground ” referred to at pp. 175, 170, 
ante, statutory declarations must be left by the opponent (Patents RuK 
1908, r. 42). 

{1) Ibid, 

(m) Ibid., r. 43. 

(«) 16^., r. 44. 

(6) Ibid.l rr. 42 — 45. The statutory declarations are left at the Patent 
Office (ibid.), 

(o) Ibid.f T, 46. 

‘ (d) Ibid., r. 47. If they do not desire to be heard they must m soon as 
possible notify toe Comptroller to that effect. If they desire to bo heard. 
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After hearing the party or parties desirous of being heard, or, if 
neither party desires to be heard, then without a hearing, the 
Comptroller decides the caB6(e) and notifies his decision to the 
parties (/). 

(iv.l Appeal to Law Officer. 


Appeal to law 370. The decision of the Comptroller is subject to appeal to 
otLocr. yie law officer, who, if required, hears the parties, if the opponent 
is in his opinion a person entitled to be heard in opposition to the 
gi ant of the patent (</), and decides the case (ft). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Making the Or ant. 

Time for 371. If there is no opposition, or if, upon opposition, the case has 

teaiiug. determined in favour of the applicant, and if he has left at the 

Patent Office the prescribed form, duly stamped, requesting that his 
patent may be sealed (i), the Comptroller causes the patent to be 
healed as soon as may be with the seal of the Office (A;). A patent 
cannot, however, be sealed after the expiration of fifteen months 
from the date of application, except in the following cases : — 
Exccptionflto (1) Where the Comptroller has allowed an extension of time 
general rule, within which a Complete specification may be left or accepted, a 
further extension of four months after the fifteen months is allowed 
for the sealing of the patent { 1 ). 

(2) Where the sealing is delayed by an appeal to the law officer 


fhoy must leave Patents Form Ko. 9 at the Patent Office ; and, if either 
party intends to reler to any publication (other than the specification) 
which has not been mentioned in the statutory declarations, ho must give 
five days’ notice and supply details of the publication both to the Comp- 
troller and to the other party (Patent Rules, 1908, r. 47). 

(c) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 11 (2). The 
Comptroller may take any prior specification into consideration, although 
it is not raised as a ground of opposition (Be Uughea and Kennaugh'a 
Application for a Patent (1910), 27 K. P. C. 281). 

{j) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 47. The Comptroller may award costs {Bo 
Anderton*a Patent (1885), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 26), 

(g) It is not everyone who can of right oppose the grant of a patent ; it 
is a matter in every case for the law officer to decide, out he allows anyone 
who either directly as owner or assignee or otherwise is interested in show- 
ing that the grant would include an earlier patent (Be Meyer'a Appli- 
cation for a Patent (1899), 16 R. P. C. 526; B, v. Comptroller-Oeneral of 
Patents, Ex parte Tomlinson (1899), 16 R. P. C. 233, C. A. ; [1899] 1 Q. B. 
909; compare Be Bairstow*8 Patent (1888). 5 R. P. C. 286 ; Be Macevoy^a 
Patent (1888), 5 R. P. C. 285 ; Be Hookham'a Patent (1888), Griffin, Patent 
Oases, 1888, 32). A patent agent is not so interested (Be Heath and 
Frost's Patent (1886), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1884-6, 288 ; Be Lake's Patent 
(1888), Griffin, Patent Cases, 1888, 35; Be Hookham'a Patent, supra). 
As to patent agents, see pp. 230 et 8€q,,poaL 

(h) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 11 (3). The law 
officer may obtain the assistance of an export (ibid.). As to procedure, 
see Law Officers’ Rules, Patents Rules, 1908, pp. 77, 78; and see p. 177, 
ante. 

(t) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 48 ; fee £1, The form of application is Patents 
Form No. 10 ; see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X., p. 166. 

(k) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 12 (1), (2). For 
the form of grant, see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X., 
p. 167 ; and see ibid,, Vol. XVl., p. 494; and for form of grant of patent 
of addition, see ibid., p. 499. 

(l) PatenU and Designs Act 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 12 (2) (a), 
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or by opposition to the grant of the patent, it rests with the law 
ofl&cer to direct the time at which the patent may be sealed (m). 

(8) Where the patent is granted to the legal representative of an 
applicant who has died before the expiration of the time which 
would otherwise be allowed for sealing the patent, the patent may be 
sealed at any time within twelve months from the date of his death (//). 

(4) Where, in consequence of the neglect or failure of the 
applicant to pay any fee, a patent cannot be sealed within the period 
allowed, the applicant may apply to the Comptroller (o), who may 
grant an extension, not exceeding three months (p). 

(5) Where a patent is lost or destroyed, or its non-production is 
accounted for, the Comptroller may seal a duplicate (g). 

372. Except as otherwise expressly provided, a patent must be 
dated and sealed as of the date of the application; but no pro- 
ceedings can be taken in respect of an infringement committed 
before the complete specification was published (r). 

373. A patent sealed with the seal of the Patent Office has the 
same effect as if it were sealed with the Great Seal of the United 
Kingdom, and has effect throughout the United Kingdom and the 
Isle of Man («). 

A patent is to be granted for one invention only, but when once 
it has been granted no one can in any legal proceeding raise the 
objection that it has been granted for more than one invention {t). 

A patent granted to the true and first inventor cannot be invali- 
dated by an application in fraud of him or by provisional protection 
obtained thereon (u). 

Sect. 4. — Register of Patents. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Matters Entered in Register. 

374. A book called the Kegister of Patents is kept at the Patent 
Office (a), and in it are entered — 

(l) The names (a), addresses (a), and callings (h) of grantees of 
patents ; 

(m) Patents and Designs Act, ]907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 12(2) (b). The 
opposition must be the cause of the delay. Whore there is opposition, but 
the cause of delay is the applicant’s carelessness, the law officer may refuse 
to seal the patent. A. and B,*8 Application for a Patent (1896), 13 
R. P. C. 63 ; Be A. B,*8 Application for a Patent (1902), 19 R. P. C. 666). 

(n) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 12 (2) (c). 

(o) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 48. The application should be made on 
Patents Rules, 1908, Form No. 11, and the fee is £2 for each month or part 
of a month applied for. 

ip) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 12 (2) (d). 

(q) Ibid., s. 44. 

(r) lhid.,%. 13 ; and see p. 2 16, post. A Convention application (seep. 229, 
post) is entered on the Register as dated of the date on which the first 
foreign application was made (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 83). As to the 
Register, see the text, infra. 

(s) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 14 (1). As to 
grants under the Great Seal, see title Constitutio-val Law, Vol. VI., 
pp. 476 el sea. 

(i) Patents and Designs Act, 1007 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 14 (2). 

(u) Ibid., s. 16 (1); and see p. 159, ante. 

(а) Ibid., s. 28 (1), (2). 

(б) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 82. 
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Patents and Invention*. 


Sect. 4 . (2) The title of the invention (c) ; 

Begister of (8) The date of the patent (c) ; 

Patents. (4) The date of the grant (c) ; 

(5) The address for service of the grantee (c) ; 

(6) Notifications of assignments and of transmissions of patents (d), 
of licences under patents (e), and of amendments, extensions and 
revocations of patents (/) ; 

(7) Other matters affecting the validity or proprietorship of 
patents, for example, subsequent proprietorship, notice of interest, 
notification of documents of title (^) ; 

(8) The date of the payment of renewal fees (h) ; and 

(9) Notifications of failure to pay fees (i). 

No notice of any trust, expressed, implied, or constructive, can be 
entered in the Register (j). 


Alteration 
of addicss. 


Correction 
of clerical 
error. 

Rectification 
by order of 
court. 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Correction and Rectification. 

375. If the patentee has altered his address or his address for 
service, he should notify the Comptroller on the prescribed form. 
The Comptroller must then cause the Register to be altered 
accordingly, but he may require that the altered address be in the 
United Kingdom {1). 

The Comptroller may on a request in writing accompanied by the 
prescribed fee correct any clerical error in the Register (Z). 

376. Any person who considers himself aggrieved (m) by the non- 
insertion in, or omission from, tho Register of any entry, or by any 
entry made without sufficient cause, or by any entry wrongly 
remaining on tho Register, or by any error or defect in any entry, 
may apply to the court in the prescribed manner (??)> and the court 
may make an order for making, expunging, or varying the entry 
complained of(o), and may decide any question that it may be 
expedient to decide in connection with such rectification of the 
Register. Four days’ notice of such application must be given to 


(c) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 82. 

(d) See p. 186, 'post. 

{e) See p. 192, post 

if) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 91 ; and see the text, infra, and see pp. 199, 
206 etseq., 'post A special form (Patents Form No. 29; fee 10«. ; see 
Kncyolopsodia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X., p. 171 ; and see ihtd., 
VoL XvL, p. 494) is provided for the use of those who wish to enter 
a notification of any document affecting the proprietorship of a patent. 

(0) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 91; see Patents Form No. 28; Encyclo- 
pmoia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. XVI., p. 499 (application to register 
notice of interest). 

(A) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 92. 

(1) Ibid,, r. 93. 

(/) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 66. But any 
document affecting the proprietorship of a patent may be registered 
(Stewart v. Casey (1891), 9 R. P. C. 9, C. A. ; [1902] 1 Ch. 104); see the 
text, supra; and, as to assignment of patents, see pp. 183 et seq,, post 

(k) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 84. 

(l) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 70 (c). 

(m) A ^rson aggrieved may be the purchaser of a share of a patent 
another share of which has been entered on an assignment by a bankrupt 
(Re Manning's Patent (1902), 20 B. P. C. 74). 

(n) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7* o. 29), s. 72 (1). 

( 0 ) Ibid,, s. 72 (1), (2). 
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the Comptroller, who has the right and may be directed to appear (p). 
The order must direct that notice of the rectification shall be served 
on the Comptroller in the prescribed manner, who must then rectify 
the Register accordingly (q). 


Sub-Sect. 3. — Impection and Copies, 

377. The Register is open to the inspection of the public when- 
ever the office is open to the public (r), unless it is required for 
official use («). 

Certified copies, sealed with the seal of the Patent Office, of any 
entry in the register must be given to any person requiring the same 
on payment of the prescribed fee (0* 


Sub-Sect. 4 . — Register as Evidence, 

378. The Register is primd facie evidence of any matters directed 
or authorised to be ii:serted therein (a), and printed or written 
copies of any entry, certified by the Comptroller and sealed with 
the seal of the Patent Office (6), are admitted in evidence in all 
courts in IIis Majesty’s dominions, and in all proceedings, \\ilhout 
further proof or production of the original (r). 

Sect. 5, — Maintenance of a Patent. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Payment of Fees. 

379. A patent provides that it shall determine if the patentee 
does not pay all his fees by law required, and, after the fourth 
year from its inception, the payment of annual renewal fees is 
required (d). 

Such payments are made by moans of the prescribed form (r), 


(р) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 72 (3) ; Patents 
Ilules, 1908, r. 113. 

(g) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 72 (4) ; Patents 
Ilules, 1908, r. 113. An appeal lies fioin any order made by the court 
for the rectification of the register {Re Morgan's Patent (1870), 24 W. 11. 
245 ; Re Myer's Patent, [1882] W. N. 53, 70). 

(r) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 110. 

(«) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 07 ; Patents 
Rules, 1908, r. 94. 

(0 Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 07. The fee is 1«, 
for each certified copy (Patents Ilules, 1908, Sched. I.). 

(a) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 28 (3) ; see title 
Evidence, Vol. XIIL, p. 474, note (c). 

(b) Such copies may be had from the Comptroller by written request on 
Patents Form No. 31 (fee 5s.), 

(с) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 79 ; see title 
Evidence, Vol. XIIL, p. 539. 

(d) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 17 (1), [2), and 
Patents Rules, 1908, iSjhed. III. The scale is as follows :-~Before tiie 
expiration of the fourth year from the date of the patent and in respect of 
the fifth year, £5 ; before the expiration of the filth year and in respect 
of the sixth year, £6 ; and so on, the fee rising annually by £1 until the 
final payment — before the expiration of the thirteenth year and in respect 
of the fourteenth year, £14 (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 62, and Sched. I.). 

(e) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 62; Patents Form No. 13; see Encyclopaedia 
of Forms and Precedents, VoL XVI., p. 497. 
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and all or any of them may be paid in advance (/). The Comp- 
troller must notify the patentee of the date when such fee will 
become due and of the consequences of non-payment thereof, 
giving him at least one month’s notice (g). If the patentee fails to 
pay the fees in the prescribed times, the patent ceases, unless he 
applies (h) for an enlargement of time for payment, in which case 
the Comptroller must give him the time required, not exceeding 
three months (i). 

Sub-Seot. 2 . — Itestoration of Lapsed Patent 

380 . Where a patent has become void owing to the failure of 
the patentee to pay any prescribed fee within the prescribed time, 
the patentee may apply to the Comptroller for an order for the 
restoration of the patent (fc). Such application must contain a 
statement on the prescribed form (I) of the circumstances which 
have led to the omission of the payment (m), and must be 
accompanied by one or more statutory declarations verifying the 
statement (r?). If it then appears that the omission was uninten- 
tional (o) and that no undue delay has occurred in the making of 
the application, the Comptroller advertises the application in the 
Illustrated Office Journal (Patents) and in such other way as he 
thinks desirable (p). 

At any time within two months from the first of such advertise- 
ments in the Journal any person may give notice of opposition at 
the Patent Office on the prescribed form (q), and the Comptroller 
sends a copy of such notice to the applicant (r). 

Having heard the parties, the Comptroller issues an order either 


if) Patents Ilnles, 1 908, r. 52. 

Iq) Ibid,, r. 64. 

{h) Ibid,, r. 62; Patents Form No. 14; see Encyclopedia of Forms and 
Precedents, Vol. XVL, p. 498. An additional fee is charged for this 
extension of time, namely, £1 for the first month (or any part thereof), 
£2 for two, and £3 for three, months (Patents Rules, 1908, Sclied. I.). 

(t) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s, 17 (2). 

(A:) Ibid,, s. 20 (1). 

{1) Patents Form No, 15. which prescribes a fee of £20 (Patents Rules, 
1908, r. 65); see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. XVI., 
p. 498. 

(w) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 20 (2). 

(n) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 65. 

(o) If the omission is intentional, under a mistake as to the law or prac- 
tice, the patentee is not protected (Re Land's Patent (1910), 27 R. P. C. 
481 ; ni910] 2 Ch. 236). 

(«) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 20 (3) ; Patents 
Rules, 1908, r. 65. 

(g) Ibid,, r. 66; Patents Form No. 16. 

(r) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 20 (4). The 
opponent must, within 14 days after leaving his notice, leave one or more 
statutory declarations veri^ng the evidence on which he relies, and must 
deliver copies to the applicant (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 66). The appli- 
cant may, within 14 days from such delivery, leave declarations in reply ; 
if he does so, the opponent has the right to answer them in the same way ; 
and no further evidenoe may be left except by the leave or requisition 
of the Comptroller, the procedure being similar to that in the case of 
opposition to the grant of a patent (ibid., r. 67 ; and see ibid., ir. 43, 46, 
47; p. 177, ante). 
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restoring the patent or dismissing the application. This order is 
subject to an appeal to the court («). 

In every such order, prescribed provisions must be inserted for 
the protection of persons who may have availed themselves of the 
subject-matter of the patent after the patent has been announced 
as void in the Journal (f) ; and the Board of Trade may compensate 
any person for money, time, or labour expended by him in the 
belief that such patent had become void (a). 

Sect. 6. — Assignment and Devolution of Patents. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — What may he Aseiyned, 

381 . Every person to whom a patent has been granted mny 
assign (a) eitW the whole of, or a share in, the right granted (/>), 
and he may include in the assignment all future })atent rights of a 
like nature to the patent which he may acquire (c). lie may 

(«) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7,c. 29), s. 20 (5). As to the 
practice on such an appeal, see note (/>), p. 208, post. 

(t) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 20(5). The ino* 
visions are prescribed by Patents Rules, 1908, r. 58. 

(u) Ihid,, r. 59. 

(a) Tbe power to assign a patent can only be given by the Crown 
{Duvergier v. Fellows (1830), 10 B. & C. 820, per Littledale, J., at 
p. 829). The power is now given by the grant of letters patent ; see Patents 
Rules, 1908, Form A; Encyclopfledia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X., 
p. 107; and see ibid,, Vol, XVI., p. 494. As to assignments of choses in 
action, generally, see title Choses in Action, Vol. IV., pp. 365 et seq. 

(b) For examples of assignment of a share in a patent, see Dunnicliff v. 
3fallct (1859), 7 C. B. (n. s.) 209 ; Walton v. Lavater (1860), 8 C. B. (n. s.) 
162. An assignment of a share in the profits of a patent may create a 
partnership (see title Partnership, pp. 8 et seq., ante), hni this can bo 
avoided by granting a licence instead of making an assignment (1 Web. 
Pat. Cas. 417, n.). As to licences, see pp. 190 et seq,, post. An assignment 
of a patent not yet granted may be good, and may be entered on the 
Register if the document leaves no doubt whatever as to the proposed 
patent referred to in it {Re PanielVs Patent (1888), 5 R. P. C. 126, per 
North, J., at p. 128 ; and see 27 R. P. C. Appendix (1910 e). 

(c) Printing and Numerical Registering Co. v. Summon (1875), L. R. 19 
Eq. 462. There is no “ public policy prohibiting suon contracts. On the 
contrary, public policy is the other way” {ihid., per Jessel, M.R., at 
p. 466) ; and an action will lie for breach of such an agreement {London and 
Leicester Hosiery Co. v. Griswold (1886), 3 R. P. C. 251). (Jonsidcrablc caro 
should be taken in drafting covenants to as.sign future improveincnts. An 
improvement of a machine “includes any machine which while retaining 
the essential or characteristic parts, or some of the essential and charac- 
teristic parts of the machine, yet by addition to or omission of or alteration 
made in those parts or some of them, achieves more quickly or more cheaply 
or in some better way the same result as, or achieves a bettor result than 
is achieved by the patented machine for the purpose for vhioh it wan 
contrived ” {Linotype and Machinery, Ltd. v. Hopkins (J90S), 25 R. P. C. 
665, C. A., per Buckley, L.J., at p. 670 ; compare Wilson v. Barbour and 
Combe (1888), 5 R. P. C. 245, per Porter, M.K., at p. 254 ; sec also 
ValveUss Gas Engine Syndicate v. Day (1899), 16 R. P. C. 97 (engine worked 
by petroleum held to be an improvement on an engine worked by giw) ; 
Davies v. Curtis and Harvey, Ltd. (1902), 19 R.P. C.580; afllrmed (1903), 
20 R. P. C. 661 , C. A. (manufacture of a powder without an ingredient 
which was the essence of the patent held not to be an improvement) ; and 
see Davies v. Davies* Patent Boiler, Ltd. (1908), 25 B. P, C. 823). A cove- 
nant by a patentee to assign all improvements of a patent does not coyer 
patents acquired in which the patentee has a beaeficiul interest with other 
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assign his patent for any part of or any place in the United Kingdom 
or the Isle of Man (d), and, where a patent contains two or more 
inventions severable in their nature, he may assign the separate 
parts to dififerent persons (e). 

Sub-Sect. 2. --Mode of Aesignment 

382. A legal assign -nent (/) of a patent must be made by 
deed (g), but an assignment in writing not under seal may create 
an interest in a patent and operate as a valid equitable assign- 
ment (//). An assignment may be made to any number of persons (i) 
in any form of words (j), and may be created by way of mortgage (Ic) 
or in certain cases by the grant of a licence (1). 

383. Unless the assignor warrants the validity of the patent 
assigned (rn), the assignee cannot in the absence of fraud repudiate 

persons ; it extends only to patents of which the patentee has sole control 
either as true inventor or as a person to whom an invention has been com- 
municated (Pneumatic Tyre Co. v. Dunlop (1896), 13 R. P. C. 653, 0. A.). 

(d) Patents and Desip;n8 Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 14 (1). For 
an example of a local assignment, see Actien Geselhchaft fur Cartonnagen 
Industrie v. Temler and Seeman (1900), 18 It. P. C. 6, per Stirling, J., at 
p. 14. 

(e) Although a patent must only bo granted for one invention, the 
Bpecification may contain more than one claim, and it is no objection to 
a patent that it has been granted tor more than one invention (Patents and 
Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 14 (2) ; and sec p. 179, ante). 

(f) The assignment of a patent must bo stamped as though it were an 
actual conveyance on sale ot “ property within the meaning of the Stamp 
Act, 1891 (54 & 66 Viet. c. 39), s. 59 (1) (Smelting Co. of Australia v. 
Inland Jievenve Commissioners, [1897] 1 Q. B. 175, C. A.); see titles 
IIevenue ; Sale op Land. For forms of agreement for sale, see 
Encyclopaedia of Forms arid Precedents, Vol. IV., i>. 217 ; Vol. X., pp. 104 
et seq., 121 ; and for forms of assignment, see ibid., pp. 121 ct seq 

(g) An agent authorised to make a legal assignment of a patent must be 
authorised by deed (Hazlehurst v. Hylands (1891), 9 K. P. (J. 1, C. A., per 
Fry,L.J., at p. 7) ; and see title Agency, Vol. L, p. 154. 

(h) Be Casey's Patents, Stewart v. Casey, [1892J 1 Ch. 104, (\ A.; and 
Bee titles Cjioses in Aciion, Vol. IV., p. 396 ; Deeds and Other Instru- 
ments, Vol. X., pp. 364, 422. 

(i) Formerly the number of persons to whom a patent could be assigned 
was limited by proviso in the letters patent (Bloxam v. Elsee (1827), 

6 B. & C. 169; llesse v. Stevenson (1803), 3 Bos. & P. 565; Duvergier v. 
Fellows (1830), 10 B. & C. 826), 

(j) Cartwright v. Amatt (1799), 2 Bos. & P. 43 (where an agreement by 
deed to assign a patent on tbe determination ot a future event was held 
to pass the legal interest in the patent without assignment on the event 
happening) ; and sec note (a), n. 186,jpo«f. 

(A:) See title Moktoage, Vol. XXL, pp. 130 et seq. ; Encyclopaedia of « 
Forms and Precedents, Vol. VIII., p. 685. In an assignment by way of 
mortgage, it is usual for the mortgagee to covenant that he will not seek 
leave to amend the specification or drawings without the written consent 
of the mortgagor. 

(1) As to a hc^enoe amounting to an assignment, see note (h), p. 191, post. 

' (m) The assignor usually covenants that he is the true and firat inventor, 
and that the patent is valid, and this estops him from denpng the validity 
of the patent in any action for infringement brought subsequently by the 
oss^ee (WaUon v. Lavater (1860), 8 C. B. (N. 8.) 162 ; see Hocking & Co, 

V. Hooking (1887), 4 R. P. C. 266, 434, C. A. ; reversed (1888), 6 R. P. C. 
69, H. L. ; see also title Estoppel, Vol. Xlll., p. 413), but he is not thus 
estopped either from denying a particular construction of the specificatioo 
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the aOTeement on the ground that the patent is wholly worth- 
less (n). 

Where the consideration is a royalty reserved to the assignor, 
there is no obligation on the assignee to pay the fees necessary 
to maintain the patent, unless he covenants that he will do 
BO (o). 

An assignor may insert a covenant to protect himself from com- 
petition by the trade of the assignee, provided such covenant is not 
void as being to an unnecessary extent in restraint of trade, nor 
injurious to the public interests of the state (p), or he may reserve 
to himself the right to use the invention (q). 

It is usual, in an assignment for a district, for the assignor to 
covenant to pay the renewal fees within the prescribed times, to 
give due notice of every such payment when made, and to repa^'^ on 
demand any sura paid by liis co-owner (r), and until repayment to 
charge them, together with interest, on his share of the patent. 

384. An assignee, who takes from a prior assignee with notice 


which is consistent with the validity of the patent {Oldham v. Langmcod 
(1789), cited in llayne v. Malihy (1789), 3 Term Kep. 438, 441), or from 
giving evidence, though he may thereby assist a defendant to an action 
for infringement (London and Leicester Uosiery Co, v. Griswold (1886), 3 
R. P. C. 251). The estoppel may be contained in the recital (Bowman v. 
Taylor (1834), 2 Ad. & El. 278, 293), but, if it contains no assertion of 
right except as assignee, the assignee may deny the validity of the patent 
in an action brought against liim by the assignor (Uayne v. Malthy (\l%S))y 3 
Term Rep. 438) ; and see note (i)» P« 1114, yost In an action for misrepresen- 
tation in a company prospectus containing statements that a patent is 
valuable, the plain till must show, not that the patent is invalid, but that 
it was invalid at the date of the prospectus (Stavert v. Bassburg Grains 
Syndicate, Ltd. (1891), 8 R. P. C. 400). 

(n) Hall V. Condcr (1857), 2 C. B. (n. s.) 22, 53. A covenant for warranty 
of validity should show clearly (1) whether the question of validity is to 
be determined by the grantee warranting the validity of the patent in 
fact, or by the opinion of the assignee (llazlehurst v. Hylands (1891), 9 
R. P. C. 1, C. A.) ; (2) whether the guarantee is in the nature of a condition 
giving the assignee the right of repudiation on breach of the contract, 
or a mere warranty the remedy for breach of which is only damages 
(Nadel v. Martin (1902), 20 R. P. C. 723, C. A. ; affirmed (1005), 23 R. P. 

41, H. L. ; and see Berchem v. iVre?i (1904), 21 R. P. C. 683 ; Henderson v. 
Shiels (1906), 24 R. P. C. 108). There is no implied warranty, in the sale 
of a patented article, that the purchaser will be able to use the macJiine 
without interruption from a prior patentee (Monforts v. Marsden (1895), 
12 R. P. C. 266). 

(o) Re Railway and Electric Appliances Go. (1888), 38 Ch. I). 597 (where 
the assignee’s covenant was to pay a royalty on articles manufactured or 
sold by the assignee under the patent “while subsisting,” but there was 
no express covenant by the assignee to manufacture or sell). 

(p) Nordenfelt v. Maxim- Nordenfelt Guns and Ammunition Co., [1894J 
A. C. 635. 

(q) Howard and Bullough v. Tweedales and Smalley (1895), 12 R. P. C. 
6lk The agents of an assignor who reserves to himself the right to use 
the invention may be restrained by the assignee from manufacturing 
and selling on the assignor’s behalf articles made under the patent, if 
they are not merely the agents of, but the contractors for, the assignor 
(ibid.). 

(r) With reference to the payment of renewal fees, see also p. 188, posU 
As to such fees, see p. 181, ants. 
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of the terms upon wliich the patent was held by the prior assigned, 
holds the patent subject to such terms (s). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Registration of Assignments. 

385. A legal assignment entitles the assignee, on request and on 
proof of title, to be registered as the proprietor of the patent in the 
llegi8ter(0, but an equitable assignment can only be entered in 
the Register as a document affecting the proprietorship of the 
patent (fO* An assignee of a patent by way of mortgage is not the 
proprietor of the patent, and must be registered as mortgagee (a). 

Every assignee should register the assignment as soon as 
possible (?>), otherwise he may lose his title (c), and may be unable to 
sue persons other than those who have notice of the assignment {d), 

(«) Dansk Eekylriffel Syndikat AktieseUkah v. Snell, [1908] 2 Ch. 127, 
following Werdennan v. SooAiU OSn^rale d' EleetricitS (1881), 19 Ch. D. 246, 

A., as explained in Bagot Pneumatic Tyre Co, v. Clipper Pneumatic 
Tyre Co., [1902] 1 Ch. 146, C. A. 

(t) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 71. The assign- 
ment must be produced to the Comptroller, and the request for entry of 
the assignment in the Register must state the particulars of assignment 
(Patents Rules, 1908, rr, 87, 88). As registered proprietor in law, the 
assignee has absolute power to assign, grant licences, or otherwise deal 
with the patent (Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c 29), s. 71(3) ) ; 
and, as a necx'.ssary incident to his proprietary rights, to sue for infringe- 
ment; see Dancfm V. Lockerbie and Wilkinson (Birmingham), Ltd. (1912), 
133 L. T. Jo. 67. But any equities may be enforced in like manner as in 
respect of any other personal property (ibid. ; New Ixion Tyre and Cycle 
Co. V. SpH-hury (1898), 16 R. P. C. 667, C. A. ; [1898] 2 Ch. 484. As to 
the Register, see p. 179, ante. 

(u) lie Casey's Patents, Stewart v. Casey, [1892] 1 Ch. 104, C. A., per 
Bowen, L.J., at p. 116. The document must be complete in itself and 
capable of specifio performance (Re Fletcher's Patent (IS03), 10 R. P. C. 252 ; 
62 L. J. (cn.) 938; Re Uvtehinson's Patent, IJnsleit v. Hutchinson (1891), 
8 R. P. C. 467, C. A.). As to specific performance generally, see title 
Specii^'tc Peuformance. 

(a) Van Celder, Apsimon & Co. v. Sowerby Bridge Flour Society (1890), 
7 R. P. C. 208, 211, C. A.; 44 Ch. D. 374. Every person entitled to an 
interest in a patent, either as mortgagee, licensee, or otherwise, may have 
notice of his interest entered in the Register (Patents and Designs Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 71 (2) ) ; and see p. 180, ante. 

(b) A title derived by an assignment granted by the executors of the 
grantee is good even though probate is not registered until after the date 
of assignment (Elwood v. Christy (1864), 17 C. B. (n. S.) 764) ; but queere 
if the assignee has commenced his action before the registration of the 
l)robato (ibid.). 

(c) New Ixion Ttfre and Cycle Co. v. Spilsbury, supra. 

(d) Chollei V. Hoffman (18*67), 7 E. & B. 686; Hassall v. Wright (1870), 
L. R. 10 Eq. 609. It would appear from these authorities, both of which 
were decisions under the Patent Law Amendment Act, 1862 (16 & 16 Viet, 
o. 83), 6. 36, that the registration of an assignment is a condition precedent 
to the assignee suing a third person without knowledge of the assignment. 
Under the Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 71 (3), the 
registered proprietor of a patent has absolute power to assign, grant licences, 
or otherwise deal with tne patent, but an assignee does not become the 
registered proprietor except on request and on proof of title (ibid., 
8. 71 (1) ). Since the powers of a registered propnetor only vest in an 
assignee on registration of the assimment, he should register the assign- 
ment before suing, otherwise a defenaant would “ be liable to be sued uie 
•ame time for the same infringement by the grantee and by the assignee 
of the letters patent ’* (ChoUet v. Hoffmann, supra, per Lord Campbell^ 
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C.J., at p. 694). The case is different where the persons sued are the 
assignor and subsequent licensees from the assignor with notice of the 
assignment, although the principle to be applied is the same (per Malins, 
V.-C., in Hassall y. Wright (1870), L. R. 10 Eq. 509, at p. 513 1 . It would 
seem that the registration of an assignment relates back to the date of the 
assignment {Hassall v. Wright^ supra) ; but in an action for the infringement 
of a patent, where an account is ordered to be taken, in the case of an 
assignee, the account is only taken from the date of tlie registration of the 
assignment {Elwood v. Christy (1865), 18 C. B. (n. s.)494). 

{e) An equitable assignee cannot sue without bringing the legal owner 
before the court (Bowden's Patents Syndicate v. Smith Co, (1904), 21 
R. P. C. 438; [1904] 2 Ch. 86; and see Duncan v. Lockerbie and Wilkinson 
(Birmingham), Ltd. (1912), 133 L. T. Jo. 57). Where an assignee sues for 
infringement, he must show that the assignment was complete before the 
issue of the writ, otherwise he must join the assignor as a party to the 
suit (Bowden's Patents Syndicate v. Smith d? Co., supra; Spennymoor 
Foundry v. Catherall and Geldard (1909), 26 R. P. C. 822). 

( / ) See notes (t), (d), p. 1 86, ante. The assignee of a share in a patent has 
the same right as the assignee of the whole patent, and he can sue alone 
without joining the owner of the other share (Dunnicliff v. Mallet (1859), 7 
C. B. (N. 8.) 209). 

(gf) Hassall v. Wright (1870), L. R. 10 Eq. 509. The assignor may, how- 
ever, expressly reserve the right to use the invention ; see p. 1 85, anie. 

(h) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), m. 21, 71 (3), 93, 
In the case of an assignment by way of mortgage, the mortgagor should bo 
made a party to the application (Van Gelder, Apsimon cfc Co. v. Sowerby 
Bridge Flour Society (1890), 7 R. P. C, 41 ; 59 L. J. (cii.) 492). 

(i) Bussell V. Ledsam (1845), 14 M. & W. 574, 588. An extension may 
be granted to an assignee whore the patentee has ceased to have any con- 
nection with the working of the patent (Be Napier's Patent (1861 ). 13 Moo. 
P. C. C. 543), or wliere the assignee has sustained loss by helping the 
patentee in developing the patent (Be Bodmer's Patent (1849), 6 Moo. 
P. C. C. 468 ; Be Normand's Patent (1870), L. R. 3 P. C. 193). An assignee 
does not, however, stand in the same favourable position as the inventor 
(Be Norton's Patent (1863), 1 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 339), and the applica- 
tion may be granted subject to conditions (Be Pitman's Patent (1871), 
L. R. 4 P. C. 84, 87; Be Herbert's Patent (1867), L. R. 1 P. 0. 399; Be 
Markwick's Patent (I860), 13 Moo. P. C. (1. 310), or, in the case of a joint 
application, to the patentee alone (Be BovUl's Patent (1803), 1 Moo. P. C. C. 
(N. 8.) 348) ; and see note (o), pp. 204, 205, post. An assigriee has no 
hums standi to apply for the revocation of a patent under the Patents 
and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), ss. 11 (1) (a), 26 (Be Gascoine's 
Patent (1909), 27 R. P. C. 78). 

(k) But he cannot dispose of the interests of the other co-owners by 
assigning the whole patent to a third party (Be Horsley and Knighton's 
Patent (1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 475). As to revocation, see pp. 206eteeflr., post, 

(l) Mathers v. Green (1865), 36 L. J. (cn.) 1 ; see Patents and Designs 
Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), a. 37. This applies even where he is 
co-owner of one moiety and also mortgagee of the other moiety (Steers 
V. Bogers (1892), 9 R. P. C. 177, C. A.; [1892] 2 Cfe. 13; affirmed (1893), 10 


Sub-Sect. 4. — Rights of Assignees, 

386. Every registered assignee (e) has the right to maintain an 
action for infringement alone (/), to restrain the assignor and his 
subsequent licensees from using the invention without his licence {g)y 
to seek leave to amend the specification or drawings of the patent (/O, 
and to petition for the prolongation of the patent (i). 

387. A co-owner of a patent may use the patent without the 
consent of the other co-owners (A;), and, in the absence of agreement, 
is not bound to account to the other co-owners for any share of the 
profits so made (0* 
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Hence it is usual, in an assignment of a share in a patent, to 
insert covenants binding the parties and all future owners to 
account to each other for the profits made by them respectively, 
and to grant, or to concur with the other owners in granting, 
liceiices (m). It is also usual for the assignee to covenant that he will 
perform and observe any stipulations which bind the assignor and 
to indemnify him from future breaches ; and for each owner to pay 
his proper share of renewal fees and to charge his share in the patent 
with the repayment of any moneys which may be paid by any 
other owner on his behalf in this respect (n). 

Where a patent is worked solely by one co-owner, it is usual for 
the other co-owners to reserve to themselves the right to use the 
assigned share on agreed conditions and to enter a notification of 
such right on the register (o). 

388. Where a partnership in a patent is created (p), each partner 
may use the patent as an asset of the partnership, both during and 
after the terminationof the partnership, and may restrain an assignee 
of any other partner who has taken an assignment with notice 
of the partnership (^). 

Sri3-SncT. 5. — Aadgnment to Secretary fvr War or the Admiralty^ 

389. The Secretary of State for War (r) or the Admiralty («) may 
acquire by assignment, either for or without valuable consideration, 
all the benefit of an invention and of any patent obtained or to be 
obtained for nn invention of any improvement in instruments or 
munitions of war (f). 

R. P. C. 245, II. L. ; [1893] A. 0. 232). A co-owner can sue alone either 
for an injunction or for an account {Sheehan v. Great Eastern Bail. Co, 
(1880), 16 ("li. D. 59, 62) ; and see Smith v. London and North Western Bail, 
Co, (1853), 2 E. 11. 69; compare v. Macmillan (1881), 17 

Ch. 1). 423 (where it was held that when an assignment is made of a share 
of profits, arising from the working of a patent under licences, any account 
taken must be taken in the presoiico of all the parties interested). 

(w) It is usual for the co-owners to covenant that they will grant 
licoiicos jointly and will share all benefits arising therefrom in proportion 
to their shares. 

{n) Compare the covenant usually inserted in assignments for a district ; 
sec p. 185, ante. 

{o) As to the Register, sec p. 179, ante. 

(p) A partnership in a patent may be created by the assignment of a 
share in the profits arising Ironi the working of a patent ; see p. 183, ante. 

(q) Kenny^s Patent BuUonholeing Co. v. Somervell and Lutwyche (1878), 
26 W. R. 786. This applies even where the patent is taken out by and 
registered in the name of one partner only, and it is that partner who 
assigns the patent (i6Mi.) ; and see title Partneusiiip, pp. 53, 57, ante, 

(r) See title Constitutional Law, Vol. VII., pp. 92 et seq, 

(«) See ibid., pp. 88 el seq. 

{t) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 30 (1), (2). Such 
assi^ment effectually vests the benefit of the invention and patent in the 
Secretary of State or the Admiralty on behalf of His Majesty, and all 
covenants and agreements therein contained for keeping the invention 
secret and otherwise ore valid and effectual and may hie enforced by them 
ibid,, 8. 30(2)). Communication of any such invention to the Secretary of 
State or the Admiralty, or to any person authorised by them to investigate 
it, is not deemed ** use or publication ** so as to prejudice the grant or 
validity of a patent for it {ioid,, s, 30 (12) ), 
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If the Secretary of State for War or the Admiralty certifies 
that, in the interest of the public service, the particulars of the 
invention and of the manner in which it is to be performed 
should be kept secret (u), the application and specifications, 
drawings, and any amendment of the complete specification and 
any copies of such documents and drawings must be placed in 
a sealed packet (a), which is kept by the Comptroller until the 
expiration of the term of tlie patent (6), unless the Secretary of 
State or the Admiralty authorises the packet to be delivered to 
some other person (c) ; and neither the documents contained in 
the sealed packet, nor any copy thereof, are open to the insj^eciion 
of the public (d). 

The Secretary of State or the Admiralty may consent to waive 
the benefit of the above provisions, in which case the specifications, 
drawings and documents are thenceforth kept and dealt with in the 
ordinary way (e). 

Unless and until such invention is reassigned to the inventor by 
the Secretary of State or the Admiralty, various special rules 

apply (/)• 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Devolution on Banltruptcy or Death, of ra'euiee. 

390. On a patentee being declared bankrupt the patent vests in 
the trustee in bankruptcy (rjf), and the trustee may sue for and 

(u) The Secretary of State or the Admiralty must certify to the effect 
mentioned in the text, «upm, before the publication of the complete sped* 
fication (ibid,, s, 30 (3) ). 

(a) If the assignment takes place before application for a patent has been 
made, the packet is sealed by authority of the Secretary of Stale or the 
Admiralty and delivered to the Comptroller (ibid., s. 30 (4) ). But where the 
Secretary of State or the Admiralty certifies under ibid., s. 30 (3) (see note (a), 
supra), after application for a patent has been made, it is the duty of the 
Comptroller forthwith to place the nexiessary documents in a packet sealed 
by Ins authority (ibid., s. 30 (8) ). In this case the provisions of Patents 
Rules, 1908, r. 97, apply as far as practicable; see the text, mfra. On 
an application (made on Patents Form No. Id) for a secret patent, the 
Comptroller may not communicate the application or any documents 
relating thereto to any member of his staff except to a deputy or 
special examiner to make the necessary investigations and report (Patents 
Rules, 1908, r. 97); nor is the application, or the acceptance of any 
specification relating to the invention, advertised, nor is the grant open to 
opposition under the Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 1 1 
(see p. 175, ante; Patents Rules, 1908, r. 97 (2) ). The patent must he 
sealed as soon as possible alter acceptance of the complete specification, 
and is registered in a Confidential Register at the Patent Office, no entiy 
being ma^e in the ordinary Register (ibid., rr. 97 (31), 98) 

(b) Such patent remains in force for fourteen years from its date, and 
no fees are payable in respect of it (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 97 (4)). 

(c) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 30 (5), (6). On 
the expiration of the term of the patent the packet must be delivered to 
the Secretary of State or the Admiralty (ibid., s. 30 (7) ). 

(d) Ibid., s. 30 (10); Patents Rules, 1908, r. 97 (1). 

(e) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 30 (11). 

(/) See Patents Rules, 1908, r. 97 (1) — (4). On such reassignment the 
patent is removed ^m the Confidential Register and thereafter the same 
fees are payable, and the patent is subject to the same terms and condi- 
tions as if it had not been a secret patent (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 99). 

(g) Eeeee v. SUvenson (1808), 3 Bos. & P. 666 ; Bhxam v, Blsee fl827}« 
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ssoT. «. recover in respect of infringements, whether committed before or 
Assignment after the act of tenkruptcy (h). 

of*”' death of a patentee the patent vests in his 

Patents, personal representative, and the executor or administrator, as the 
— r ' case may be, may sue for and recover in respect of infringements 
committed during the lifetime of the deceased, provided the probate 
of the will or grant of letters of administration has been entered on 
the Register (i). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Vesting Order, 

Vesting order. 392. A patent being a chose in action (fc), the court has juris- 
diction (Z) to make an order vesting the patent rights in such person 
as it may appoint (wi). 

Sub-Sect. 8 . — Surrender of Fatent to Crown, 

Intestacy of 393. On the death of a patentee who dies intestate and without 
d?^kt?oii^o£ dissolution of a company which is the 

company. registered owner of a patent, the patent vests in the Crown (?i). 

Sect. 1 .—Licences, 

Sub-Sec r. 1. — Voluntary Licence, 

(i.) Nature, 

Who may be 394. A licence to work and use a patent (o) may be granted by 
licenaois. 

6 B. & C. 169 ; M* Alpine y, Mangnall (1846), 3 C. B. 496 ; and see title 
Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 161. A patent granted to 
a bankrupt before his discharge vests in the trustee (Hesse v. Stevenson 
(1808), 3 Bos. &P. 666). 

(h) liloxam v. Elsee (1827), 6 B. & C. 169. In an action for infringe- 
ment and for an account of profits against a bankrupt the trustee may be 
made a defendant under 11. S. C., Ord. 17, r. 4, and the amount of profits 
therein found duo is a provable debt in the bankruptcy ( TTafaen v. Holliday 
(1882), 20 Ch. D. 780; and see title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, 
Vol. IL, p. 136). 

(t) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), ss. 37, 71. As to 
the death of a person possessed of an invention without having made appli- 
cat ion for a patent, see ibid,, s. 43 ; title Executors and Administrators, 
Vol. XIV., pp. 227, 228, 

{k) See Steers v. Sogers, [1893] A. C. 232. 

(l) Under the Trustee Act, 1893 (66 & 57 Viet 63), s. 35; see title 
Trusts and Trustees. 

(m) Se Heath's Patent (1912), 29 R. P. C. 389; 66 Sol. Jo. 538, per 
SwiNFEN Eady, J, (where the grantee of the patent had gone abroad and 
could not be found); compare Be Taylor's Agreement Trusts, [1904] 

2 Ch. 737. 

(n) Treasury Solicitor Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 18) ; Intestates 
Estates Act, 1884(47 & 48 Viet. c. 71); and see titles Constitutional 
Law, Vol. VII., p. 168; Descent and Distribution, Vol. XI., p. 30. A 
purchaser of a patent from the liquidators of a company which is the regis- 
tered owner of a patent should be careful to obtain the execution of the 
assignment before dissolution of the company (Be Taylor's Agreement 
Trusts, supra). It would appear that a patent merges as soon 
as the legal interest vests in the Crown (ibid,, per Buckley, J., at p. 742 ; 
compare Be Bigginson and Bean, Ex parte A,-0,, [1899] 1 Q. B. 326). 

(o) As to the meaning of ** patent,” see p. 127, ante. The licence may 
be in respect of an invention for which a patent has been applied for, but 
which has not yet been granteil (Otto v. Singer (1889), 7 R. P. C. 7; 

0 Tv R. B. 62). 
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the t)atentee (a), or by one of several co-owners (t), or by the 
mortgagee of a patent (c). 

395. A licence may be express or implied, revocable or irre- 
vocable (d), assignable or not assignable (e), or general, limited, or 
exclusive. 

A licen^ is implied from an unconditional sale of a patented 
article which gives the purchaser the right to use it in any way he 
chooses (/). 

A licence may be limited either as to time or place (jj), or as 
to the manufacture or use alone of an article (//), or as to the use iu 
a particular manner (t). 

An exclusive licence is a licence whereby the patentee covenants 
to grant no licences other than to the licensee during the term of 
the licence (k) ; and it may be limited as to time or place. 

(rt) The power to grant licences is given by the grant of the letters patent 
(Patents Rules, 1908, rr. 49,50, Form A; Encyclopaedia of Forms and 
Precedents, Vol. X., p. 167 ; and see ibid., Vol. XVI., p. 494. For forms of 
agreement for licences, see ibid., Vol. X., pp. 115 et seq., and for forms of 
licence, see ibid., pp. 139 et seq. 

(b) The power of a co-owner to grant a licence without the consent of the 
other co-owners depends in each case on the words in the patent (Patents 
and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 37 : compare Mathers v. Green 
(1865), 1 Ch. App. 29 ; Powell v. Head (1879), 12 Ch. D. 686). It would 
seem that a co-owner must account for the profits made by granting a 
licence (Mathers v. Green, supra) ; and see p. 187, ante. 

(c) In an action for redemption, a mortgagee is liable to account for 
royalties made by granting a licence as being profits made by him as mort- 
gagee in possession (Steers v. liogers (1892), 9 R. P. C. 177, C. A. ; [ 1892| 2 
Oh. 13; affirmed (1893), 10 R. P. C. 245, H. L. ; [1893J A. C. 232); and 
see title Mortgage, Vol. XXI., p. 199, note (u), 

(d) See p. 195, post. 

(e) See note (a), p. 195, post, 

(f) National Phonograph Co. of Australia, Ltd. v. Menelc, A. C. 

836, P. C., following Betts v. WillinoU(\%l\), 6 Ch. App. 239 ; Incandescent 
Gas Light Co. v. Cantelo (1895), 12 R, P. 0. 262; 11 T. L. R. 381. In 
order to bind a purchaser, any restrictions must be brought to his mind at 
the time of the sale (Incandescent Gas Light Co, v. Cantelo, supra) ; and, as 
to estoppel, see title Estoppel, Vol. XIII., p. 413. 

(gf) Soci6l4 Anonyms des Manufactures de Glaces v. Tilghman's Patent 
Sand Blast Co. (1883), 25 Oh. D. 1, C. A. 

(h) Basset v. Graydon (1897), 14 R. P. 0. 701, II. L. A full licence to 
use and exercise gjves the purchaser a general licence, as if the words 
** make, use, exercise and vend ” had been included (Dunlop Pneumatic 
Tyre Co. v. North British Bubber Co. (1904), 21 R. P. C. 161, 0. A., per 
Stirling, L.J., at p. 183). Under a licence to manufacture and sell, a 
licensee is entitled to manufacture by his agent, who may be cither an 
English or a foreign agent (ibid.). 

(i) SociitS Anonyme pour la Fabrication d'AppareiU d'Eclairage v. 
Midland Lighting Co. ami Aliendorf and Wright (1897), 14 R. P. C. 419. 

(k) An exclusive licence may be an assignment if it is irrevocable and 
imposes obligations both on the grantor and grantee, and if there is no 
clause reserving to the cantor the right to sue lor infiingements (Guyot v. 
Thomson (1894), 11 R. P. C. 541, C. A., per Lindlet, L.J., at p. 554 ; [1894] 
3 Ch. 388; compare Heap v. Hartley (1888), 5 R. P. C. 603, per Bbistowe, 
V.-C., at p. 608 ; affirmed (1889), 6 R. P. C. 495, C. A.; 42 Oh. D. 461). 
As to the incidents of a licence coupled with an interest, see and compare 
titles Dexbs and Other Instruments, Vol. X., p. 362 ; Landlord and 
Tenant, Vol. XVIII., pp. 338, 339 ; Mines, Mineral.^, and Quarries, 
VoL XX., p. 568 ; Real Propertt and Chattels Real. 
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896. The Crown has power to use any invention on snch terms 
as may be settled by the Treasury, either by agreement or after 
hearing the parties, and is in the same position as an ordinary 
licensee (i). 

(ii.) Formalities, 

397. A licence should be panted by deed (m), but may be 
granted by an agreement either in writing not under seal (n) or by 
word of mouth (o). It may be entered in the Register (p), and must 
be stamped {q), 

398. It is usual for the licensor to covenant that the patent is valid 
so far as his acts or omissions are concerned (r), that he has power to 
grant the licence, and that if he grants licences to other persons on 
more favourable terms the licensee shall have the benefit of such 


{1) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 29. The Crown 
may act by any Government department, their agents, contractors or others 
(ibid.) ; but contractors who manufacture and supply a patented article 
without a licence, in answer to a tender by a Government department, 
are not Government contractors unless they act under a contract with a 
Government department (Dixon v. London Small Arms Co, (1876), 1 App. 
Oas. 632). The patentee’s remedy is by petition of right (Feather v. B. 
(1865), 6 B. & S. 257); see title Crown Practice, VoL X., pp. 26 
€t seq, 

(m) The ^ant of letters patent provides that no person shall use the 
invention without the licence of the patentee under his hand and seal, but 
this must be read with the proviso that nothing in the patent shall prevent 
the granting of licences in such manner and for such considerations as they 
may by law be granted (Patents Form A ; see Chanter v. Dewhurst (1844), 
12 M. & W. 823). 

(n) The court will uphold an agreement in writing if the licensee has 
received benefit from it and has worked or used the patented article under 
the agreement (Chanter v. Dewhurst, supra ; Tost Card Automatic Supply 
Co, V. Samuel (1889), 6 R. P. C. 560). In the case of an executory agree- 
ment made subject to the execution of a formal deed, the parties to the 
agreement, when they have altered their position, are in equity in the same 
position as if the deed had been executed (Post Card Automatic Supply Co, 
V. Samuel, supra ; Tweedale v. Howard and Bullough, Ltd, (1896), 13 
R. P. C. 522) ; and see title Specific Performance. 

(c) The court will likewise uphold a parol agreement under which the 
licensee has received benefit or has worked or used the patented article 
(Crossley v. Dixon (1863), 10 H. L. Cas. 293 ; Coppin v. Lloyd, Coppin v. 
Palmer (1898), 15 R. P. C. 373). 

(v) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), ss. 28, 71 (2) ; Patents 
Rules, 1908, rr. 85 — 91 ; see p. 180, ante. Registration does not give a 
title to a licensee as against a prior assignee, who registers his assignment 
subsequent to the grant of the licence, if the licensee had notice of the 
assignment (New Ixion Tyre and Cycle Co, v. Spilshury, [1898] 2 Ch. 137, 
484, C. A.). 

(c) Smelting Co, of Australia v. Inland Eevenue Commission's, [1897] 1 
Q. B. 175, C. A. (if by deed, as a deed ; see title Revenue). An agree- 
ment in writing must be stamped before it can be received in evidence 
(Wilson V. Union Oil Mills Co, (1891), 9 R. P. C. 57, 62; compare 
Chanter v. Johnson (1845), 14 M. & W. 408 ; and see title Revenue). 

(r) It is usually provided in a licence that the licence shall cease and 
determine if the invention is declared invalid ; see Oheetham v. NuttaU 
(1893), 10 R. P. C. 321. But if the judgment of the court declaring the 
invention to be invalid is subsequently reversed (by consent or otherwise) 
the licence is not terminated (tdtd.). 
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terms (a); and for the licensee to covenant that he will pay the 
royalties as they become due (b\ render accounts, and if necessary 
allow the licensor to inspect the premises and machinery (c). 

(iii.) Prohibittd CondUiotu, 

399. It is unlawful to insert in a contract for the sale or lease 
of, or licence to use or work any article or process protected by, a 
patent (d), a condition which prohibits a purchaser, lessee or licensee 
from using (e) any article, whether patented or not, or any patented 
process, supplied or owned by any person other than the seller, 
lessor, or licensor, or his nominees (/), or which requires the pur- 
chaser, lessee, or licensee to acquire from the seller, lessor, or 
licensor, or his nominees, any other article not protected by the 
patent (.^). But this prohibitive provision does not apply if the 
seller, lessor, or licensor proves that, at the time the contract was 
entered into, the purchaser, lessee, or licensee had the option of 
purchasing the article or of obtaining a lease or licence on reasonable 
terms without such conditions, and the contract entitles the pur- 
chaser, lessee, or licensee to relieve himself of his liability to observe 
any such condition by giving throe months* notice in writing to the 
other party (//). Such a contract may, in any case, be determined 
by three months’ notice in writing at any time after the expiration 
of the patent under which the article was protected at the date of 
the contract (?). 


(a) Cheetham v. Nuttall (1893), 10 R. P. C. 321. 

{b) The licence usually contains a proviso to the olTect that default io 
payment by the licensee shall determine the licence. 

(c) As to conditions prohibited by statute, see the text, infra, 

{d) Every contract made attcr the 28th August, 1907, is subject to 
Patents and De'^igns Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 38 {ibid,, s. 38 (1)) ; 
and every contract made before the 28th August, 1907, for the lease of or 
licence to use or work any patented article o-r process which, had the 
contract been made after the 28th August, 1907, would, by ibid., s. 38, 
have been null and void, may be determined by three months’ notice in 
writing, subject to the party giving notice paying such compensation as 
may be either agreed upon or awarded by an arbitrator appointed by the 
Board of Trade (ibid., s. 38 (3) ). As to contracts in restraint of trade, 
see title Trade and Trade Unions. 

(e) But a condition is not void because a person is prohibited from selling 
any goods other than those of a particular person (Patents and Designs 
Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 38 (6) (a) ). 

(f) A lessor or licensor may reserve to himself or his nominees the ri^ht 
to supply new parts in order to put or keep the article in repair (ibtd,^ 
s. 38 (6) (d) ). As to repairs amounting to infringement, see p. 212» 
post. 

(o) Ifrid., 8. 38(1) (a), (b). ... V. 

(A) The person giving notice must pay such compensation as may be 
either agre^ upon or awarded {ibid., s. 38 (1) (ii.) ). 

(t) Ibid., s. 38 (2). This applies to every contract made either 
before or after the 28th August, 1907 ; but, in the case of a con- 
tract made before the 28th August, 1907, the party giving notice is 
liable to pay compensation {ibid,). The insertion in a contract made 
after the 28th August, 1907, of a void condition is a good defence to 
an action for infringement {ibid., s. 38 (4)). Nothing in ibid., *. 38, 
is to affect any inaependent right of determining a contract {ibid., 
a. 38(5) (0). 
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SitOT. 7. 

Licences. 

Bight to sue. 
Estoppel 


(iv.) Bights and Olligatum of Lkmm. 

400. A licensee suing for infringement must join the licensor 
as a party to the proceedings (j). 

A licensee by deed cannot during the term of the licence (fe) 
dispute the validity of the patent (I) unless the licensor has expressly 
warranted validity (m) ; but he may do so if the agreement is not 
under seal and he has not actually used the invention (n), or if 
he is the equitable assignee of an exclusive licence (o) ; and he is in 
any case entitled to dispute the ambit of the licensor’s invention, 


(/) Heap V. Earthy (1889), 42 Ch. D. 461, C. A., per Fry, L.J., at p. 470. 
As to the nght of an exclusive licensee to sue alone, BeeBenard v. Levinstein 
(18C6), 2 Hem. & M. 628 ; Cochrane dt Co. v. Martins (Birmingham), Ltd. 
(1911), 28 R. P. C. 284; and see p. 191, ante. In Eeof v. HaiHey, swpra. 
Page Wood, V.-C., held that wnere the owners and hcensees of a patent 
were co- plain tiffs, and the owners assigned their interest, the licensees 
were not prevented from obtaining the relief to which they were entitled 
and maintaining the suit alone. But it should be noted that the new 
owners were added to the suit as defendants. In Cochrane db Co. v. Martins 
(Birmingham), Ltd., supra, it was held that under an exclusive licence the 
patentee’s title is given to the licensee for the purpose of action. The 
defendant, however, had withdrawn his plea that the licensee was not 
entitled to su(3. A licence coupled with a grant is different, since it 
conveys an interest in property. 

(k) Crossley v. Dixon (1863), 10 H. L. C. 293 ; Badgers v. Mvllinor 
(1893), 10 R. P. C. 21. The licensee may, however, covenant not to dis- 
pute the validity of the patent even after termination of the licence, in 
which case his only defence in an action by the licensor is non-infringe- 
ment (Waits V. Everett Press Manufacturing Co. (1910), 27 R. P. C. 400, 
718, C. A.). Subject to such a condition a licensee on the determination 
of the licence is as much at liberty to dispute the validity of the patent 
as the rest of His Majesty’s subjects (Axmann v. Lund (1874), L. R. 18 
Eq. 330; see title Estoppel, VoL XIII., p. 413, note (&)). 

(l) Eall V. Conder (1867), 2 C. B. (n. s.) 22; Smith v. Scott (1869), 
6 0. B. (N.8.) 771 ; Clark v. Adie (No. 2) (1877), 2 App. Cas. 423 ; Ash- 
worth V. Law (1890), 7 R. P. 0. 231. The grant of a licence does not 
warrant the validity of the patent (Ball v. Conder, supra), nor the fitness 
of the articles sold under it, for the purposes of such sale (Chanter v. 
Jf ovkins (IS3S), 4 M. & W. 399; and see Monforts v. Marsden (1896), 
12 R. P. C. 266). As to sale of goods generally, see title Sale op Goods. 
A licensee may bo estopped from denying the validity of the patent by 
way of recital (Cutler v. i^oteer (1848), 11 Q. B. 973 ; Bowman v. Taylor 
(1834), 2 Ad. & El. 278 ; compare Bayne v, Maltby (1789) 3 Term Rep. 
438), or by implied covenant (Baird v. Neilson (1842), 8 Cl. & Fin. 
720, H. L. ; Bills v. Lamina (1863), 9 Exch. 266; Noton v. Brooks 
(1861), 7 H. & N, 499 ; Ball v. Conder, supra, at p. 63; Trotman 
v. Wood (1864), 16 C. B. (n. 8.) 479 ; Liardet y. Bammond Electric lAght 
and Power Supply Co., [18831 W. N. 96), or by user under the licence 
Lawes V. Purser (1866), 6 E. & B. 930; Bessemanv. Wright (IB5S), 6 
W. R. 719; Crossley v. Dixon (1863), 10 H. L. Cas. 293 (user under a 
licence granted verbally) ) ; and see title Estoppel, VoL XIII., pp. 366, 
9t seg. 413. Where an agreement to grant a licence guarantees the 
validity of the patent, and the person to whom the licence is to be 

f ran too commences to manufacture before the actual grant of the licencey 
e is not estopped from denying the validity of the patent (Bendirson v. 
Shiels (1906), 24 R. P. C. 108). But it would seem that if the licence had 
actually been granted the doctrine of estoppel would apply (Benderson 
Shiels, supra, per Parker, J., at pp. 116, 116). 

(m) Wilson v. Union Oil MiUs Co., Ltd. (1892), 9 R. P. C. 67, 

(n) Chanter v. Leese (1838), 4 M. & W. 296. 

(o) Bidding v. FranJ^ (1B49), 1 Mac. G. 69* 
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and to show that what he has done is outside the limit coveted 
by the patent (p). 

(▼.) AssignmenU 

401. A licence may be assigned {q\ and where a patentee accepts 
royalties from the assignee he may be estopped from denying the 
validity of the assignment (r). 

(vi.) Bevocati&n, 

402. The terms of a licence may make it revocable (a), but, in the 
absence of such terms, and where it is clear that the intention of the 
parties to the agreement is that the licence should be irrevocable, neither 
party can terminate the licence without the other party’s consent (h). 

A mere licence is determinable at pleasure (c), but a licence 
imposing obligations on both parties (</), or coupled with an interest, 
is not revocable at will {e). 


ip) Crossleyy. Dixon (1863), 10 H. L. Cas. 293; Clark v. Adie (No. 2) 
(1877), 2 App. Cas. 423; Couchman v. Cheener (1884), 1 R. P. C. 197, 
H. L.; Useful 'Patents Co, v. Bylands (1886), 2 R. P. C. 256; Siemens v. 
Taylor ( 1892), 9 R. P. C. 393. A licensee may likewise contest the existence 
of the invention (Muir'headv, Commercial Cable Co, (1894), 11 R. P. C. 
317 ; 12 R. P. C. 39). Inspection may be ordered against a licensee where 
the machine, the subject-matter of the dispute, is being worked either by 
the licensor or licensee, unless the licensee objects ; the court has no con* 
trol over a licensee who is not a party to the suit (Germ Milling Co. v. 
Eohinson (1886), 3 R. P. C. 11, per Kay, J., at p. 14). 

(q) A licence is not really assignable (Bower v. Hodges (1853), 22 L. J. 
(c. p.) 194, per Jervis, C.J., at p. 198, cited with approval in Lawson v. 
Maepherson (Donald) Co., Ltd. (1897), 14 R. P. C. 690), but a licence 
granted to A. and his assigns shows an intention not to limit the licence to 
the licensee exclusively, and acts as an estoppel, giving an assignee a good 
defence against the original licensor (Bower v. Hodges, supra ; Lawson v, 
Maepherson (Donald) & Co., Ltd., supra). A licensee may convert Jiis 
business (including the benefit of the licence) into a limited company 
(Bown V. JSumber d Co. (1888), 6 R. P. C. 9), and to that extent a licence 
may also be said to be assignable (Lawson v. Maepherson (Donald) & Vo., 
Ltd., supra). For a form of mortgage of a licence, see EncyclopEodia of 
Forms and Precedents, Vol. VIIL, p. 693. 

(r) Lawson v. Maepherson (Donald) & Co., Ltd., supra. As to assign- 
ment of a patent, see pp. 183 et seq., ante ; and as to estoppel, see notes (Ic), 
(1), p. 194, ante. As to royalties, see p. 196, post. 

(a) A clause giving a power of revocation to one party only does not 
give the other party power to determine the licence (Quyot v. Thomson 
(1894), 11 R. P. C. 641, C. A. ; [1894] 3 Ch. 388; Cutlan v. Dawson (1897), 
14 R. P. C. 249). Fora form of notice of revocation, see Encyclopficdia of 
Forms and Precedents, Vol. X.,pp. 166, 166. As to the effect of a clause 
that the licence shall determine if the patent is declared invalid, see 
note (r), p. 192, ante. 

(h) Kenny* s Patent BuUonholeing Co. v. Somervell (1878), 26 W. R. 787. 
(o) Wood V. Leadbitter (1846), 13 M. & W. 838 ; Crossley v. Dixon (1863), 
10 H. L. Cas. 293; followed in Hedges v. MuUiner (1892), 10 R. P. C. 21 ; 
Coj^n V. Lloyd, Coppin v. Palmer (1898), 16 R. P. C. 373; but, whore 
a iioence revocable at will has been revoked by one of the parties, the 
circumstances may give the other party a cause of action for breach of 
contract {Eerrison v. SmUh, [1897] 2 Q. B. 445). 

(d) Quyot V. Thomson, [1894] 3 Ch. 388, C. A. A licence to use a patent 
coupled with obligations on the grantor and grantees is not nect5S8anly a 
licence coupled with an interest (Uftd., per Likdlet, L. J., at pp. 397, 398). 
(c) Wood V. Leadbitter, supra ; Ward v. Livesey (1887), 6 K. P, C. 102. 
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SWT.r. (viiO RayaUiet. 

*^^2?*** 403. A licensee who fails to pay the royalties I'eserved by the 

Efleetot licence is liable to an action by the licensor for their recovery (/), 
faUare to pay jg no defence that the patent has been declared void unless 

loyaltiea. there was a covenant by the licensor to the effect that he had power 
to grant the licence and that the patent was valid (cf). The only 
defence open to the licensee is that he was induced to take the licence 
by fraud or misrepresentation (/t). 

A licensee may be entitled to recover royalties he has paid after 
and in ignorance of a breach of covenant by the licensor (a). 


A licence coupled with an interest is liable to forfeiture if the conditions 
are broken {Ward v. Livesey (1887), 5 R. P. C. 102), in which case the claim 
to take the benefit of the forfeiture and to assert the termination of the 
licence need only be in writing, although the licence is under seal (Ward 
V. Liveaey, eupra; and see note (A;), p. 191, ante). It would appear that 
a revocation of a licence under seal, other than by forfeiture, must be 
by deed (Ward v. Livesey^ supra) ; and see title Deeds and Other 
Instruments, Vol. X., p. 362. 

(/) A licensor, who is successful in such an action, may obtain an 
account against the licensee, but an account is not granted unless there are 
profits to account for, and unless all the parties interested are before the 
court (Bergmann v. Mcivniillan (1881), 17 Ch. D. 423). Interest may be 
payable by the licensee if the royalties in arrear are a sum certain, pay- 
able at a certain time fixed definitely by the instrument itself (MuirJiead 
V. Commercial Cable Co, (1894), 11 R. P. C. 317, per Kennedy, J., at 
p. 347, following Merchant Shipping Co. v. Armitnge (1873), L.R. 9 Q. B. 
99, Ex. Ch. ; Buncombe v. Brighton Club Co. (1875), L. R. 10 Q. B. 371, per 
Blackburn, J., at p. 373) ; and see title Monet and Money-Lending, 
Vol. XXL, pp, 38, 39. 

(g) Grover and Baker Sewing Machine Co. v. Millard (1862), 8 Jur. (N. s.) 
713. A licensee under a licence without such a clause, and for a certain 
term, is bound to pay royalties until the term expires, although the patent 
has been declared void (African Gold Recovery Co. v. Sheba Gold Mining Co, 
(1897), 14 R. P. C. 660), In the absence of express covenant to main- 
tain the patent, there is no obligation on a licensee to pay the fees neces- 
sary for that purpose (Be Railway and Electric Appliances Co, (1888), 38 
Ch. D. 697 ; and see note (o), p. 185, ante), 

(h) Jandus Arc Lamp and Electric Co, v. Johnson (1900), 17 R. P. C. 
361 ; and see Hall v. Conder (1867), 2 C. B. (n. s.) 22 ; Lawes v. Purser 
(1866), 6 £. & B. 930 ; title Misrepresentation and Fraud, Vol. XX., 
pp. 663 et seq, A licensee cannot seek to dispute the validity of the patent 
under a plea of misrepresentation (Jandus Arc Lamp and Electric Co, v. 
JohiMon, supra, per Farwell, J., at p. 373) ; but where a licence is granted 
subject to an inquiiy as to the validity of the patent the licensee can, in 
an action for royalties, dispute the validity of the patent (TTil^onv. Union 
Oil Mills Co, (1891), 9 R. P. C. 67). 

(a) The lioensee*s right to recover is a question of construction as to what 
is the meaning of the parties at the time in the particular case (Mills y. 
Carson (1892), 10 R. P. C. 9, C. A., per Lord Esher, M.R., at p. 16 ; 
Lines v. Usher (1897), 14 R. P. C. 206, C. A., per Lord Esher, M.R., at 
p. 209, afiftrminff the judgment of Charles, J., S. C. (1896), 13 R. P. C. 686), 
In Lines v. Usher, supra, the licensor undertook to protect and defend his 
patent during the continuance of the agreement from infringements. The 
court held that to mean that the licensor would do all that was necessary 
to maintain and keep the patent alive, and that a failure to pay renewal 
fees was a breach of this a^eement, and that the result was, not damages, 
but forfeiture of the roysJties payable under it (S. C., 14 R. P. C., per 
Lopes, L.J., at p. 210). In Mills v. Carson, swpra (distinguished in 
y. Usher, 13 R. P. C., supra, per Charles, J., at p. 689), it was held that 
although the failure to pay renewal fees was a breach of the covenant for 
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8t7B-Seot. 3. — C$mpviUory Licence* 

(i.) Petition to Board of Trade. 

404 . Any person interested may present a petition to the Board 
of Trad^ alleging that the reasonable requirements of the publio 
with respect to a patented invention have not been satisfied, and 
praying for the grant of a compulsory licence, or, in the alternative, 
for the revocation of the patent (ft). 

The reasonable requirements of the public are not deemed to 
have been satisfied if — 

(1) By reason of the default of the patentee to manufacture, 
to an adequate extent and to supply on reasonable terms, the 
patented article, or any parts thereof which are necessary for 
its efficient worldng, or to carry on the patented process to an 
adequate extent, or to grant licences on reasonable terms, any 
existing trade or industry, or the establishment of any new trade or 
industry, in the United Kingdom is unfairly prejudiced, or the 
demand for the patented article or the article produced by the 
patented process is not reasonably met ; or 

(2) Any trade or industry in the United Kingdom is unfairly 
prejudiced by the conditions attached by the patentee to the pur- 
chase, hire, or use of the patented article or to the using or working 
of the patented process (c). 

(ii.) Proceedinge before Board of Trade. 

406 . The petition and an examined copy of it must be left at the 
Patent Office with a request on the prescribed form, and must be 
accompanied by affidavits or statutory declarations in proof of the 
allegations contained in the petition, together with any other 
documentary evidence in support (d). Copies of all these documents 
must be delivered to the patentee and to any other person ^^lJ 0 is 
alleged to have made default d'. These persons may give notice of 
opposition to the petition, by h aving the prescribed form at the Patent 
Office, and may, within fourteen days after being invited to do so by 
the Board, leave their affidavits or declarations in answer, delivering 
copies to the petitioner, who may reply to them in the same 
way within fourteen days, confining himself to matters strictly in 

quiet enjoyment,* yet on the construction of the a^eement the covenant 
for quiet enjoyment and the covenant to pay royalties were not sufficiently 
co-extensive to make the one condition precedent to the other ; and, 
further, where there are express conditions on which payment is to cease, 
the court does not infer other conditions not in the a^eement {Mills v. 
Carson (1892), 10 R. P. C. 9, C. A., per Lord Esher, M.K , at p. 15). 

(ft) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 24 (1). 

(c) Iftid., s. 24 (6). Such a petition, which must be made on Patents 
Form No. 20, must show clearly the nature of the petitioner’s interest 
and the grounds upon which he claims to be entitled to relief, and must 
state in detail the circumstances of the case, the terms upon which he 
asks that an order may be made and the purport of such order, and the 
name and address of toe patentee and of any other person who is alleged 
in the petition to have made default (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 68). For a 
form of notice to the patentee of intention to present such a petition, see 
Eneyclopmdia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. A., p. 166. 

(d) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 69. The request is made on Patents Form 
No. 19 (fee £1). 
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reply (^). No further evidence may be left except by the leave or 
requisition of the Board (/). 

406 . The Board of Trade, if not satisfied that a pHmd facie case 
has been made out for proceeding further with the petition, has power 
to dismiss it (g). If so satisfied, the Board may first attempt to bring 
about an agreement between the parties (h\ failing which agreement 
it must refer the petition to the court (i), with all documentary 
evidence, and with certified copies of all entries in the Regi^jter 
j elating to the patent in question and any other information which 
it appears to the Board may be of service to the court in ascertain- 
ing what i>ersons should be made parties to the proceedings. The 
Board must give notice to the pailies that the petition has been 
referred to the court O'). 

(iii.) Powers of the Court 

407 . The court hears the petition so referred (/t), and, at the 
hearing, the patentee and any other person claiming an interest in 
the patent as exclusive licensee or otherwise are made parties to 
tlie proceeding, and the law officer, or counsel representing him, is 
entitled to appear and be heard (0* 

408 . If it is proved to the satisfaction of the court that the 
reasonable requirements of the public have not been satisfied, the 
patentee may be ordered to grant licences on such terms as 
the court may think just; or, if the court is of opinion that 
the reasonable requirements of the public will not be satisfied 
by the grant of licences, the patent may be revoked by order of the 
court, but such order is not to be made before the expiration of 
three years from the date of the patent, or if the patentee gives 
satisfactory reasons for his default 

409 . An order of the court directing the grant of a licence, 
without prejudice to any other method of enforceme»nt, operates as 
it it were embodied in a deed granting a licence and made between 
the parties to the proceedings (//). 

Sect. 8. — Term of Patent. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Puraiiun of Orujinal Grant 

410 . The term limited in every patent for the duration thereof is, 
unless other \^i8e expressly provided, fourteen years from its date (o). 

(e) Patents Buies, 1908, r. 70. Tlio Board may alter the times pre- 
scribed for the hearing of evidence upon terms and upon notice to the 
parties interested {ibid.). 

(f) Ibid., r. 71. 

(g) Ibid., r. 72. 

( 1 ) Ibid., r. 73. 

(t) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 24 (2). 

(i) Patents Buies, 1908, r. 74. 

{%) See the text, supra. As to setting down and the hearing of the 
petition, see B. S. C., Ord. 63x, r. 7 (c), (d). 

(l) Patents and Designs Act. 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 24 (4); and see 
B. S. C., Ord. 53a, r. 7 (b). No evidence may be given upon any issues 
other than those raised upon the original petition {ibid., r. 7 (a) ). 

(m) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw 7, c. 29), s. 24 (3). 

(n) Ibid., B. 24 (6). As to the oiieration of such a deed, see pp. 194, 
195, ante. 

(o) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 {7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 17 (1). 
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SUB-SXOT. 2. — JS^Bieruion of Term, 

. 41L A patentee may(p), after advertising, in manner pro- 
vided (g') by Eules of the Supreme Court (r), his intention to do so, 

Ab to the maintenance of a patent during these jrears, see pp. 181 et seq., 
anU. 

(p) The petitioner may be the administratrix of the patentee (Be 
Downton's PcOent (1839), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 666, P. C. ; Be Heath" e Patent 
(1853), 8 Moo. P. C. C. 217), or his executor (Be Bodmer" e Patent (1849), 0 
Moo. P. C. C. 468 ; Be Davies" e Patent (1893), 11 R. P. C. 27, P. C.), or 
an assignee (Be Morgan" a Patent (1843), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 737, P. C. ; Ledaam 
V. Buaaell (1848), 1 H. L. Cas, 687 ; Be Hardy" a Patent (1849), 6 Moo. 
P. C. C. 441 ; Be Pitman"a Patent (1871), 8 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 293, 297), 
a company (Be Napier' a Patent (1861), 13 Moo. P. C. C. 643), or its 
trusted (Re Pettit Smith's Patent (1850), 7 Moo. P. C. C. 133), the agent 
for a foreign inventor (Be Newton's Patent (1861), 14 Moo. P. C. C. 156), 
the importer of a foreign invention (Be Glaridge's Patent (1861), 7 Moo. 
P. C. C. 394), a mortgagee applying with the patentee (Be BovUl'a Patent 
(1863), 1 Moo. P. C. C. (N. s.) 348 ; Re Church's Patents (1886), 3 R. P. C. 
95, 100, P. C.), or an exclusive licensee (Re 8 hone's Patent (1892), 9 
R. P. C. 438, 440, P. C.). For definition of “ patentee,** see Patents and 
Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 93. The application of a company 
formed for taking over the invention as a speculative undertaking will, 
however, be refused (Re Sillar's Patent (1882), 1 Goodeve*a Patent Cases. 
581 ; Be Duncan v. Wilson's Patent (1884), 1 R. P. C. 257, P. C. ; Re 
Norton's Patent (1863), 1 Moo.P. C. C. (N. s.) 339 ; Re Hopkinson's Patent 
(1896), 14 R. P. C. 5, P. C. ; Be Clark's Patent (1899), 16 R. P. C. 431, 
P. C.), 

(q) The court may excuse non-compliance with any of the rules, and may 
give such directions as may be just and expedient (R. S. C., Ord. 53a, 
r. 3(8)). For cases in which rules have been relaxed, see note (r), infra. 
Non-compliance with any provision of the Patents and Designs Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, 0. 29), cannot bf* excused; see Re Adam's Patent (1898), 10 
R. P. C. 1, P. C. 

(r) R. S. C., Ord, 53a, r. 3, commented on in Re Johnson's Patent^ [1908) 
2 Ch. 487. A party intending to apply by petition must give public notice 
by advertising three times in the London Gazette and once at least in a 
London daily newspaper the price of which is not less than one penny 
(R. S. C., Ord. 53a, r. 3 (a)); and if his principal place of business is 
situated in the United Kingdom, fifteen miles or more from Charing Cross, 
he must also advertise once at least in a local newspaper circulating in 
the district where such place of business is situated. If he has no such 
place of business, then if he carries on the manufacture of anything made 
under his specification in the United Kingdom, fifteen miles or more 
from Charing Cross, he must advertise once at least in a local newspaper 
circulating in the district whore he carries on such manufacture. If ho 
has no such place of business and carries on no such manufacture, then 
if he resides in the United Kingdom, fifty miles or more from Charing 
Cross, he must advertise once at least In a newspaper circulating in 
the district where he resides ; see ibid., r. 3 (b) ; Be Linden's Patent (1897), 
14 R. P. C. 643, P. C. ; Be Poyser'a Patent (1907), 24 R, P. C. 157, P. C. 
(where petitions were allowed to be presented before they had been adver- 
tised, on terms). In the case of a patentee residing abroad the advertise- 
ments should be inserted in newspapers circulating in the place of actual 
manufacture (Be Derosne's Patent (ISii), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 1, 2, P. C.). The 
applicant must in his advertisements state the object of his petition and 
give notice of the day (i.e., an ordinary petition day not less than four weeks 
&om the date of publication of the last of the advertisements in the London 
Gazette) on which he intends to apply to the court for a day to be fixed 
(hereinafter called the appointed day ** (see note (d), p. 201, post) ), before 
which the petition shall not be in the paper for hearing. Every advertise- 
ment must also state an address in the United Kingdom for service and give 
ootioe that uotioes of objection (see note (f), p. 201, post) innst be duly lodged 
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s*c5T. 8. present a petition ($) to the court (t) praying that his patent may be 
Term of extended for a further term, but such petition must be presented at 
Patent least six months before the time limited for the expiration of th6 
patent (a).^ - 

before the day named in the advertisements. A copy of such advertise- 
ments must be forwarded by the applicant to the solicitor to the Board 
of Trade when the first advertisement is sent to the London Gazette, and 
the Board of Trade thereupon causes such advertisement to be inserted 
in the three following issues of the Illustrated Official Journal (Patents) 
(R. 8. C., Ord. 63a, r. 3 (b). (c) ). 

(i?) The petition must state fully everything with reference to the patent 
and the history of the matter, or it will be refused {Be Fitman'e Foment 
(1871), L. R. 4 P. C. 84 ; Be Johnson* a Fatent (WUlcox and Oibhs) (1871), 
L. R. 4 P. C. 75, 83 ; Be FerraniVs Fatent (1901), 18 R. P. C. 618, P. C. ; 
Be Siandfield*8 Fatent (1897), 16 R. P. C. 17, P. C.); it must refer, where 
necessary, to prior or foreign patents (Be LiveVs Fatent (1892), 9 R. P. C, 
327, P. C. ; Be Ilenderson^s Fatent (1901), 18 R. P. C. 449, 463, 464, P. C. ; 
Be Pitman's Fatent, supra; Be Adair's Fatent (1881), 6 App. Gas. 176, 
P. C. ; Be Clark's Patent (1870), 7 Moo. P. C. C. (n. 8.) 266 ; Be Johnson's 
Fatent (1908), 26 R. P. C. 709, 728 ; 77 L. J. (CH.) 737). Uberrima fides must 
be observed (Be Horsey's Patent (1884), 1 R. P. C. 225, 226. P. C.). In 
special circumstances an amendment may be allowed (Be Hutchinson's 
Fatent (\^^l), 14 Moo. P. C. C. 364). The petition must be accompanied by 
an affidavit as to publication of the advertisements referred to in note (r), 
p. 199, arUe, The statements contained in such affidavit m^ bo disputed 
at the hearinc of the petition (R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 3 (e) ). The advertise- 
ments must be proved before the petition is tried (Be Perkins' Fatent 
(1845), 2 Web. Pat. Gas. 6, 8, P. G.). 

(t) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 18. I.6., a judge 
of the High Gourt selected by the Lord Chancellor for the purpose (ibid., 
8. 92 (2) ; see R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 1 ; Yearly Practice of the Supreme 
Court, 1912, p. 764). 

(a) But it should not be presented prematurely; for the profits accruing 
at the close of the life of the patent may materially atfect the question of 
extension (Be Macintosh's Patent (1837), 1 Web. Pat. Gas. 739, n., where, 
the petition having been presented eighteen months before the expiry of 
the patent, the application was ordered to stand over). Failure to present 
the petition before the six months commences is fatal (Be Adam's Fatent 
(1898), 16 R. P. C. 1, P. C. ; Be Jablochkoff's Fatent (1891), 8 R. P. C. 281, 
P. C. ; but see Bussell v. Ledsam (1848), 1 H. L. Gas. 687). A petition 
must be presented within one week from the publication of the last of 
the advertisements in the London Gazette, and a copy of the petition 
must within the same time be furnished to the solicitor to the Board of 
Trade. The petition is made returnable for the day named in the 
advertisements (R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 3 (d) ). In Be Hutchison's Fatent, 
supra, this rule was relaxed. In Beece's Patent (1881), Eng. Rep. 
Jan. — Mar. 1881, xiv., a supplementary statement was allowed to be 
delivered before the hearing to correct mistakes in the petition. Presenta- 
tion is effected by the ori^al petition and a copy hereof being taken 
to Room 138, Chancery Registrar’s Department. The original must be 
stamped £1. Two printed copies of the specification of the patent must be 
lodged with a copy of the petition (R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 3 (h)) ; documents 
and copies are lodged at the chambers of the jud^ (ibid., r. 3 (r)) ; as to 
service of documents, see ibid., r. 3 (x). The petitioner must also lodge, 
not less than three weeks before the appointed day, two copies of the balance 
sheet of expenditure and receipts relating to the patent in question which 
must be proved on oath at the hearing (as to the accounts, see note (n), 
p. 203, post). He must also at the same time furnish three copies of the specifi- 
cation and uf the accounts to the solicitor to the Board of Trade, and on 
receiving two days’ notice must give the solicitor to the Board of Trade 
reasonable facilities for inspecting and taking extracts from the books by 
reference to which he proposes to verify the oalauce sheet or from wUcb 
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Notice inaj be given to the Court of objection to the ettetl- 
feion (b). 

412. Upon the day named in the advertisements (c) the rotition 
appeai-s in the court list, and the petitioner applies to the Court to 
fix the appointed day (d). 

413. The patentee (e) and any person who has given notice of 
objection (/) must be made parties to the proceeding (^), and the 


the materials for the balance sheet have been derived (!&. S. C., Ord. 53a, 
r. 3 (i)). Persons who have delivered particulars of objections are 
entitled to copies of the accounts at their own expense {ibid,, r. 3 (q) ). 

(6) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 18 (1), (2). As to 
procedure on such notice being given, see note (/), infra, and note {g), p. 202, 
Objection may be taken on the pound of the patentee’s neglect to 
bring an action for infringement {Ee Simisier'a Patent (1842), 1 Web. Pat. 
Cas. 721, 724, P. C. ; Ee Ptnkus* Patent (1848), 12 Jur. 234, P. C.),or on the 
ground of non -introduction of the patent {Ee Patterson* e Patent (1849), 6 
Xioo. P. C. C. 469 ; Ee Norton's Patent (1863), 1 Moo. P. C. C. (n. p.) 339). 
Extension may be refused where an invention only succeeds on subse- 
quent improvements {Ee WoodcrofVs Patent (1841), 3 Moo. P. C. C. 171 ; 
Ee Bell's Patent (1846), 10 Jur. 363, P. C.), or where a patentee has 
granted an exclusive licence which is contrary to public policy {Ee Card- 
well's Patent (1856), 10 Moo. P. C. C. 488), or on the pound that exten- 
sion would be contrary to the interests of the public (ISe Mclnnes' Patent 
(1868), 6 Moo. P. C. C. (N. 8.) 72). A primd facie case as to the validity of 
the patent must be made out to justify a grant of extension {Ee Erard's 
Patent (1835), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 557, P. C. ; Ee Johnson's Patent (1908), 
26 R. P. C. 709 ; 77 L. J. (CH.) 737 ; Ee Kay's Patent (1839), 3 Moo. P. C. C. 
24), for a patent which is clearly bad will not bo extended {Ee Pinhus* 
Patent, supra; Ee Betts' Patent (1862), 1 Moo. P. C. C. (N. 8.) 49; Ee 
Hills' Patent (1863), 1 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 258, 262 ; Ee Burlingham, 
Innes,and Lee's Patent (1898), 15 R. P. C. 195, P. C. ; Ee Stewart's Patent 
(1885), 2 R. P. C. 7) ; but in cases of doubt extension may be allowed {Ee 
Woodcraft's Patent (1846), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 18, 30, P. C. ; Ee Betts' Patent, 
supra ; Ee Hills' Patent, supra; Ee Cocking' s Patent (1885), 2 R. P. C. 
151, P. C. ; Ee Stewart's {Duncan) Patent (1885), 3 R. P. C. 7, P. C. ; Ee 
Lyon's Patent (1894), 11 R. P. C. 537, P. C.). The fact that an action with 
reference to the validity of the patent is pending is no objection to an 
extension being granted {Ee Kay's Patent, supra ; Be Heath's Patent (1853), 
8 Moo. P. C. C. 217 ; Be Lane i'ox’s Patent (1892), 9 R. P. C. 411, P. C.). 

(c) See note (r), p. 199, ante, 

{d) R. S. C., Ord. 63 a, r. 3 (f). As to the meaning of “appointed day,** 
see note (r), p. 199, arUe, The petitioner must, on the appomted day being 
fixed, give public notice of the same by advertising once at least in the 
London Gazette (R.‘ S. C., Ord. 63 a, r. 3 (g) ). 

{e) The patentee must come to the court prepared to show that he has 
done his utmost to push the invention and get it launched on the market 
{Ee Stoney's Patent (1888), 6 R. P. C. 618, 523, P. C. ; Ee Henderson's 
Patent (1901), 18 R. P. C. 449, P. C. ; Ee Johnson's Patent (No. 2), [1909] 
1 Ch. 114, per Pabker, J., at p. 126). 

( / ) Any person desirous of opposing the petition must lodge a notice 
to that effect, giving an address in the United Kingdom for service. 
He must also serve upon the petitioner a copy of sucn notice (Patents 
and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 18 (2) ). Such notices 
must be lodged and served before the day named in the advertise- 
ments as that on which he, the petitioner, intends to imply for the 
appointed day to be fixed (see note (r), p. 199, ante) (R. S. C., Ord. 63 a, 
r* 3 (j) ). The petitioner must serve a copy of his petition upon each 
person giving such notice (ibid., r. 3 (k)) ; and each such person must within 
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(y) For note (y) see next page. 
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Considera- 
tions for the 
court. 


Comptroller has the right, and may be directed by the court, to 
appear (^) and be heard (t). 

The Comptroller is not required to give notice of the grounds of 
any objection he may think fit to place before the court (j)- 
414. The court, in considering (A;) its decision (Z), has regard to the 

three weeks after such service lodge two copies and serve upon the 
petitioner one copy, and lodge with the solicitor to the Board of Trade 
three copies in writing of particulars of the objections upon which he 
intends to rely against the granting of the prayer of the petition (i&td., 
r. 3 (1) ). This Rule gives to the court considerable latitude as to the 
particulars that must be given, and the considerations that apply are those 
applicable to pleadings generally (Be Johnson's Patent, [1908] 2 Ch. 487) ; 
see title Pleading, pp. 417 seq., 'post. Failure to lod^ and serve such 
particulars of objections is deemed to be abandonment of opposition ; and 
no person who has delivered such particulars of objections imall be entitled 
to oppose the granting of the prayer of the petition on any grounds not 
stated in such particulars (R. S. C., Ord. 53a, r. 3 (m), (n) ). 

(g) Any person who has lodged notice of opposition is entitled to be 
heard on the application to fix the appointed day, and every person who has 
lodged and served particulars of objection must be served by the petitioner 
with notice of the appointed day (R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 3 (o) ). 

(h) Whether the petition is opposed or not the Attorney-General should, 
it seems, appear to watch the progress of the case made for the petitioner 
(Re Erard's Patent (1836). 1 Web. Pat. Gas. 667, n.). 

(i) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 18 (3). The 
petition must not be entered in the list for trial until the expiration of 
the time limited for the lodging and service of the particulars of 
objections, and shall only be entered for trial on the lodging of an 
affidavit on behalf of the petitioner that all persons who have served him 
with notice of intention to oppose the prayer of his petition have been 
served with copies of tlie petition. The petition is entered for trial in 
Room 136, Chancery Registrar’s Department. The petition, subject to any 
direction of the court to the contrary, is set down in the same manner as 
if it had been an assigned witness action, and shall be marked in the 
witness list not before the of 190 , being the appointed day 
(R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 3 (p) ). As to the meaning of “ appointed day,** see 
note (r), p. 199, ante. 

(j) R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 3 (t). 

(k) The court does not on the hearing determine the validity or 
invalidity of the patent (Be Stewart's (Duncan) Patent (1885), 3 R. P. C. 7, 
9, 10, P. C. ; Be Sionev's Patent (1888), 6 R. P. C. 618, 621, 622, P. C.) ; 
nor will it consider whether the patent has lapsed (Be Dolbear's Patent 
(1896), 13 R. P. C. 206). As to the admission of evidence at the hearing, 
see R. S C., Ord. 63a, r. 21. 

(l) The petitioner, in order to succeed, must make out a strong case 
both of hardship and upon the utility of the invention (Be Brard's Patent 
(1836), 1 Web. Pat. Gas. 667, P. C.). A very special case showing the 
novelty, utility, and merit must be proved and that the remuneration due 
to the applicant has either failed ^together or has been very dispropor- 
tionate to the merits of the invention (i?« HonibalVs Patent (1856), 9 
Moo. P. C. C. 378, 393 ; Be Downton's Patent (1839), 1 Web. Pat. Gas. 
666, P. C. ; Be Jones's Patent (1840), 1 Web. Pat. Gas. 677, P. C. ; 
Be Morgan's Patent (1843), 1 Web. Pat. Gas. 737, P. C. ; Be Derosne's 
Patent (1844), 2 Web. Pat. Gas. 1, P. C. ; Be Pinkus' Patent (1848), 
12 Jur. 234, P. C. ; Be Norton's Patent (1863), 1 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 339, 
343 ; Be McDot^gaVs Patent (1867), 6 Moo, P. C. C. (n. s.) 1 ; Be Pitman's 
Patent (1871), L. R. 4 P. 0. 84), and this applies even when the application 
is not opposed (Be Perkins' Pafanf (1846), 2 Web. Pat. Gas. 6, 18; Be 
OardweWs Patent (1856), 10 Moo. P. C. C. 488, 490). Extension will be 
granted if the patentee has sustained considerable loss either in connection 
with working the patent (Be Bwaine'e Patent (1837), 1 Web. Pat. Gas. 
669, P. (j. ; Me SotHhworth'e Patent (1837), 1 Web. Pat. Gas. 486, P. <3. ; 
Be Deroene'e Patent, swrrra, or from litigation with reference to the patent 
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nature and merits (m) of the invention in relation to the public, to 0 bot. 8. 
the profits (n) made by the patentee as such, and to all the ciroum- Term of 
stances of the case (o). Patent. 


{Re Pettit Smith's Patent (1850), 7 Moo. P. C. C. 133 ; Be Heath's Patent 
(1863), 8 Moo. P. C. C. 217), or from the opposition of existing interests 
(Be Stafford's Patent (1838), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 663, P. C. ; Be Boherts's 
Patent (1839), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 673, P. C. ; and see note (n), infra), or 
from want of influence (Payne's Patent (1864), cited in Cory ton’s Laws 
of Letters Patent, p. 220), or from the derangement of the labour 
market (2?e Napier's Patent (1861), 13 Moo. P. C. C. 643). The grant of 
an extended term is anything but a matter of course (Be HonibalVs 
Patent (1855), 9 Moo. P. C. C. 378, 393 ; Re Jones's Patent (1840), 1 Web, 
Pat. Caa. 577, P. €.). 

(m) There must be special merit (Be Stoney's Patent (1888), 6 R. P. C. 

618, P. C.); the merits must be great (Be lieanland's Patent (1887), 4 
R. P. C. 489, 491), and must be proved (Be Kelly's Patent (1900), 17 
R. P. C. 476, P. C.), and merit differs in the circumstances, inasmuch as the 
inventor may have spent years of long and patient labour and of great and 
unaided ingenuity, or made his discovery by a happy accident or fortunate 
guess, or led up to it by earlier incomplete experiments (Be U ills' Patent 
(1863), 1 Moo. P. C. C. (N. s.) 258, 265). The necessary merit is not the 
ingenuity in giving the idea of the possibility of doing a thing, but the 
utility in the practical working of the invention (Be Betts* Patent (1862), 
1 Moo. P. C. u. (n. s.) 49). The simplicity of an invention is a factor to 
be considered (Be Muntz's Patent (1840), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 113, 119, P. C. ; 
Be Hazeland's Patent (1894), 11 R. P. C. 467, 470, P. C.) ; but the merit of 
an importer is smaller than that of an inventor (Be Soames's Patent (1843), 
1 Web. Pat. Cas. 729, 733), while that of a company which merely buys 
a patent for commercial purposes is none at all (Electric Telegraph Co,'s 
Patent (undated), cited 1 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 346, P. C. ; Be Sillars Patent 
( 1882), 1 Goodeve’s Patent Cases, 681), Where parts of an invention have 
merit, extension maybe allowed as to those particular parts (Be Bodmer's 
Patent (1863), 8 Moo. P. C. C. 282 ; Be Lee's Patent (1856), 10 Moo. P. C. C. 
226 ; Be Napier's Patent (1881), 6 App. Cas. 174, P. C. ; Be Church's Patents 
(1886), 3 R. P, C, 95, P. C. ; Be Burlingham, Innes and Lee's Patent 
(1898), 15 R. P. C. 195, P. C. ; Be Lodge's Patent, [1911] 2 Ch. 46, 366); 
but where there is no merit at all the application fails (Be Kelly's Patent 
(1900), 17 R. P. C. 476, P. C.). Inutility is a bar to the application being 
granted, strong evidence of which is that the invention has not been put 
into practical use (Be Simister's Patent (1842), 4 Moo. P. C. C. 164 ; Be 
Woodcraft's Patent (1846), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 18, 29, P. C. ; Be BakeweU's 
Patent (1862), 16 Moo. P. C. C. 385; Be Allan's Patent (1867), 4 Moo. 
P. C. C. (N. 8.) 443 ; Re McDougal's Patent (1867), 6 Moo. P. C. C. (N. s.) 
1 ; Be Herbert's Hatent (1807), 4 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 300), but that fact 
may be rebutted by showing that it was due to the patentee being in 
pecuniary diflicul ties (Be Patent (1839), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 575, 

P. C.), or that there was only a limited market in view of the valuable 
nature of the patent (Be Herbert's Patent, supra ; Be Thompson's Patent 
(1902), 19 R. P. C. 665, 668, P. C.), or that the invention by its nature 
did not at once come into use (Be Jones's Patent, supra ; Be Currie and 
Timmis' Patent (1897), 15 R. P. C. 63. P. C. ; Be Board's Patent (1908), 
26 R. P. C. 637, P. C.), or that it was used abroad (Be Hughes' Patent 
(1879), 4 App. Cas. 174). 

(n) Failure to keep account may be aground for disndssing the petition 
(Be Lawrence and Kennedy's Patent (IQIQ), 27 R. P. C. 252). In estimating 
the profits, the patentee may deduct expenses caused by litigation (Be 
Roberts's Patent, supra, atp. 676 ; Be Kay's Patent (1839), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 
568, 572, P. C. ; Be OaUoway's Patent (1843), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 724, 729, P. C. ; 
Be Betts' Patent, supra ; and see note (1), p. 202, ante) ; but the costs of 
settled actions may disallowed (Be Hills' Patent, supra). He may deduct 
expenses caused by experiments (Be Bale's Patent (1836), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 


(o) For note (o) see next page. 
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Sbot. s. If it appears that the patentee has been inadequately remunerated 
Term of by his patent, the court may by order extend the term of the patent 

Patent for a further term not exceeding seven, or, in exceptional cases. 

Natures fourteen years, or may order the grant of a new patent for such 

order, term as may be specified in the order, with any restriction, con- 

ditions, and provisions the court may think fit(p). 


739, n. ; Ee Kay's Patent, ( 1839), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 668, P. C.) ; the expenses 
of bringiug the invention into use (Be OaUotoay'e Patent (1843), 1 Web. 
Pat Cas. 724, P. C. ; Ee Newton's Patent (1861), 14 Moo. P. C. C. 156; Ee 
Carr's Patent (1873), L. R. 4 P. C. 539) ; expenses caused by payments 
to patent agents (Ee Poole's Patent (1867), 4 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 462, 
456) ; but a loss occasioned by the sale and repurchase by the patentee 
will not be allowed (Ee Wield's Patent (1871), 8 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 300). 
On the other hand, the patentee must add the profits arising from sale for 
exportation (Ee Hardy's Patent (1849), 6 Moo. r. C. C. 441 ; Ee Johnson's 
Patent (Willoox and Qibbs) (1871), 8 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 282, 291 ; Ee Adair's 
Patent (1881), 6 App. Cas. 176), and care must be taken to keep the 
accounts as patent^ and as manufacturer distinct (Ee Betts' Patent (1862), 
1 Moo. P. 0. C. (N. 8.) 49; Ee HilW Patent (1863), 1 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 
268; Ee Saxby's Patent (1870), 7 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 82, 86; Ee 
Troiman's Patent (1866), 3 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 488). Items foreign 
to the patent must not be included in the accounts (Ee Clarice's 
Patent (1899), 16 R. P. C. 433). Expenditure in the patent business 
must be kept distinct from expenditure in a general business (Ee 
Dimcan and Wilson's Patent (1884), 1 R. P. C. 267 ; Ee Willacy's Patent 
(1888), 6 R. P. C. 690); and receipts in respect of the patented article 
must be distinguished from receipts in respect of other articles (Pe Yates' 
PaUnt (1887), 4 R. P. C. 161, 162 ; Ee Wiltan and Eohinson's Patent (1896), 
13 R. P. C. 660). Profits made in respect of foreign patents for the same 
invention must be disclosed (Ee Newton's Patent (1884), 1 R. P. C. 177 ; 
Ee Barff and Bower's Patent (1896), 12 R, P. C. 386, 386; Ee Peach's 
Patent (1901), 19 R. P. C. 65, P. C.) ; and, where the patentee has granted 
licencer to manufacture in consideratioin of royalties, the profits of the 
licensees, as well as the royalties received, should be set out (Ee Troiman's 
Patent, supra; Ee Shone' s Patent (lSd2), 9 R. P. C. 438; compare Ee 
Thomas's Patents (1892), 9 R. P. C. 367). Where the patent rights have 
been transferred to a company, it is essential to deposit not only the 
patentee's accounts of his profits, but accounts also of the profits of the 
company (Ee Deacon's Patents (1887), 4 R. P. C. 122); and what dealings 
have taken place in the shares of the company should appear (Ee Lane- 
Fox's Patent (I Sd2), 9 R. P. C. 411 ; see Re Parsons' Patent (1898), 16 R. P. C. 
394; Ee Duncan and Wilson's Patent, sup^'a). The profits of each year 
should be kept distinct (Ee Perkins' Patent (1845), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 16; 
Ee Yates' Patent (1887), 4 R. P. C. 151, 162), as well as the expendituie 
(Ee Yates' Patent, supra), AVhere no profits have been made, such strict 
proof of accounts as is required where pioiits have been made is not 
necessary (Re Thomnson's Pateat (1902), 19 R. P. C. 665). The accounts of 
the petitioner must he clear and precise and must leave no doubt as to what 
the applicant’s remuneration has been (Ee Betts' Patent, supra ; Ee Hills' 
Patent, supra ; Re Troiman's Patent, supra; EeSaxby's Patent, supra; Ee 
( lark's Patent (1870), 7 Moo. P, 0. 0. (n. 8.) 255) ; Re Henderson's PaUnt 
(1901), 18 R. P. C. 449; Re Wuterick's Patent (1903), 20 R. P. C. 286; 
[1903] A. C. 206; comptue Re Darley's Patent (1891), 8 R. P. C. 384; Re 
Lake's Patent (1891), 8 R. P. C. 230; [1901] A. C. 240). and are considered 
before the merits of the invention (Re Wield's Patent (1871), 8 Moo. P. C. C. 
(N. 8.) 800 ; Re Houghton's Patent (1871), 7 Moo. P. C. C. (n. s.) 309, com- 
menting on Re Saxby's Patent, supra, and Re Clark's PaUnt, supra). 
Destruction of the patentee’s books is -no excuse for not supplying proper 
accounts (Re Yates and KeUett's Patent (1887), 4 R. P. C. 150, P. C. ; 12 
App. Cas. 147 ; compare Re Markwick's Patent (1860), 13 Moo. P. C. C. 310). 
(c) Patents and Deshms Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 18 (4). 

(p) Ihid.f s. 18 (6). But the court has noi power to award a second period 
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The court has power to extend the patent as to one or more of its 
claiming clauses without extending it as to all of them (g). 

415. In the case of opposition to the petition for extension, the 
court may award costs in favour of or against the opponents (r). 

416. The decision of the court is final (s). 


Stjb-Sect. 3. — Patents of Addition, 


Sbot. 8. 
Term of 
Patent 

PwrtiiT* 

•ztonsioo* 

Costs. 

No appeal 


417. A patent of addition is a patent which is granted in Definition, 
respect of any improvement in or modification of an invention for 
which a patent has either been granted or applied for, but which is 
granted only for the same term as that of the original patent or tor 
so much of that term as is unexpired, so that the patent of addition 
will not remain in force after the expiration of the original patent (t). 


of extension after the first has elapsed (Re Thompson's Patent, [1909] 2 Ch. 
447, confirming the rule laid down in Be Qouchst's Patent (1865), 2 Moo. 
P. C. C. (N. s.) 632). It is only where the value of the disclosure largely 
exceeds the benefit derived by the patentee that he can be said to have been 
inadequately remunerated JoAnson’s Patent (No. 2), [1909] 1 Ch. 114, 
per Pakker, J.). Where the petitioner is an assignee, a condition may be 
imposed securing either an annuity (i2s Whiiehoase's Patent (1838), 1 Web. 
Pat. Cas. 473, P. C. ; Bussell v. Ledsam (\^4k%), 1 II. L. Cas. 687 ; Be Mark- 
wick's Patent (1860), 13 Moo. P. C. C. 310 ; Be Herbert's Patent (1867), 4 
Moo. P. C. C. (n, s.) 300 ; Be Pitman's Patent (1871), L. R. 4 P. C. 84, 87), 
or a share of the profits to the inventor (Be Hardy's Patent (1349), 6 Moo. 
P. C. C. 441 : Be MoGulloch's Patent (1908), 25 R. P. C. 684) ; and such 
conditions may be imposed where the inventor has made nothing by the 
invention (Be Bodmer's Patent (1849), 6 Moo. P. C. C. 468). Conditions 
may also be imposed either that the article is to be sold to the public at a 
fixed price (Be Hardy's Patent, supra; Be Hart's Patent (1908), 25 R. P. C. 
299), or securing the invention to the Crown for the public service (Be 
Pettit Smith's Patent (1850), 7 Moo. P. C. C. 133 ; Be Napier's Patent 
(1881), 6 App. Cas. 174, P. C. ; compare Be Sohlumberger (1853), 9 Moo. 
P. C. C. 1 ; Be Lancaster's Patent (1864), 2 Moo. P. C. C. (N. s.) 189). 

(q) Be Lodae's Patent, [1911] 2 Ch. 46, per Parker, J., at p. 67. 

(r) R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 3 (u). A successful opponent is usually 
awarded costs (see Westrupp and Oibbins' Patent (1836), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 
554, 556). But if much expense has been occasioned by relying upon 

E atents which are not anticipations, and unsatisfactory witnesses have 
een called, the ^ponent’s costs may be refused (Be HonibalVs Patent 
(1855), 9 Moo. P. CT. C. 378, 394). If the petition is abandoned, the oppo- 
nent is allowed his costs (Be Brown's Patents (1886), 3 R. P. C. 212, P. C. ; 
Be Macintosh's Patent (1837), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 739, n.). If there is no 
ground for the opposition, costs are given to the petitioner (Be Bownton's 
Patent (1839), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 567 ; and see Be Church's Patents (1886), 3 
R. P. C. 96, P. C.). Where there have been two or more opponents a lump 
sum has been divided between them (Be Jones's Patent (1854), 9 Moo. 
P. C. C. 41 ; Be Eopkinson's PaUnt (1896), 14 R. P. C. 10 ; Be FerranU's 
Patent (1901), 18 R. P. C. 618, P. C.). If the petition fails the court may 
not except in special circumstances give more than one set of costs 
amongst all the opponents (R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 3 (v) ; see Be Imray's 
Patent (190S), 26 R. P. C. 11). The ComptroUer and the Board of Trade are 
not entitled to any costs in relation to their appearance on or opposition 
to the petition (R. S. C., Ord. 63 a, r. 3 (w) ). Except as above expressly 
provided, the costs of all proceedings are in the discretion of the court 
(ibid., r. 9). As to other proceedings, see Patents and Designs Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 24, and p. 191, ante; as to petitions for revocation, see 
p. 206, post; and as to infringement proceedings, see pp. 210 et seq., post. 
(#) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 92 (2). 

(0 Ibid., B. 19 (1), (2), (3). A patent of addition upon a patent of 
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Sect, 8. The applicant or patentee, as the case may be, must apply for a 
Term of patent of addition, and must leave specifications, drawings and 
Patent documents in the same way as if he were applying for an ordinary 
patent (u). After the patent of addition has been granted, no 
additional fees are payable for its maintenance (a). 

Effect of The grant of a patent of addition is conclusive evidence that the 

grant. invention is a proper subject for such a patent, and the validity of 

the patent cannot be questioned on the ground that the invention 
ought to have been the subject of an independent patent (b). 

Sect. 9. — Revocation of Patents. 

Sub-Seot. 1.— -By the Court. 

By whom 418. A petition (c) for the revocation of a patent may be 
presented — 

preaented. gy Attorney- General, or any person authorised by him (d). 

(2) By any person (e) alleging (/) — 

(i.) That the patent was obtained in fraud of his rights or of the 


addition may be granted if the claims covered by the subsequent patent 
of addition, earlier patent of addition, and original patent can be included 
in one claim (Be McFeely^s Appltcation (1912), 29 R. P. C. 386). 

(u) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 10. 

(a) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 19 (3). 

(Iff Ibid., 8. 19 (4). 

(c) No proceeding lies for revocation of a patent granted for an inven- 
tion in relation to which a certificate has been given by the Secretary 
of State or the Admiralty (ibid., s. 30 (9) ) ; and as to such inventions, 
see pp. 189 et seq., ante. A defendant in an action for infringement (see 
pp. 226 et eeq., 'post) may, under the Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
c. 29 V. B. 32, counterclaim for revocation of the patent. If so, he must, 
with his counterclaim, deliver particulars of objections as in an infringe- 
ment action; see R. S. 0., Ord. 53a, r. 15; and as to particulars of 
objections, see p. 217, post The costs of a petition of revocation, whether 
under the Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 26, or by 
way of counterclaim, are deiut with in the same way as in an action for 
infringement (R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 23 ; see pp. 225 et seq., post). 

(d) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 26 (3) (a) ; see 
title Constitutional Law, VoL VII., p. 73, 

(e) A person who has the right to petition on one of the above grounds 
may seek revocation on any of the other grounds (Be Morgan's Patent 
(1887), 6 R. P. C. 186. He may be refused a hearing if he has no locus 
standi, and in cases of doubt the fiat of the Attorney- General should be 
obtained (Be Avery's Patent (1887), 36 Ch. D. 307, 322, C. A.). A pur- 
chaser of a patent pendente life has lotms standi within the section (Be 
Green's Application (1910), 28 R. P. C. 28). The Attorney- General’s fiat 
is not granted as of right, but in his discretion (Shoe Machinery Co. v. 
Cutlan (1896), 12 R. P. C. 630, 633, C. A. ; and see titles Constitutional 
Law, Vol. VII., p. 76 ; Crown Practice, Vol. X., p. 31), and the Attorney- 
General has power to grant his fiat nunc pro tunc (Be Dege's Patent (1895), 
12 R. P. C. 448 ; Be Jameson's Patent (1902), 19 R. P. C. 246), 

(/) Any person presenting such a petition must deliver therewith 
particulars of objections to we validity of the patent, and no evidence, 
except by leave of the court, can be admitted m proof of any objection 
of wnich particulars are not delivered (R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 11). As to 
particulars of objections, see pp. 225 et eeq., post The respondent 
to the petition is entitled to begin and give evidence in support of the 
patent and, if the petitioner gives evidence impeaching the validity of the 
patent, the respondent is entitled to reply (R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 12). As 
to costs, see B. 9* C., Qrd. $3 a, r. 22; and see note (c), supra. 
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rights of any person under or through whom he claims (g) ; Sect. 9.- 
or Revocation 

(ii.) That he, or any other person under or through whom he of Patents 
claims, was the true inventor (h) ; or 

(ili.) That he, or any other person under or through whom he 
claims an interest in any trade, business, or manufacture, 
had publicly manufactured, used, or sold within this realm, 
before the date of the patent, anything claimed by the 
patentee as his invention (h). 

The grounds of revocation by the court include — Grounds of 

(1) Every ground on which a patent might have been repealed revocaUon. 
by scire facias immediately before the 1st January, 1884 (t). 

(2) Every ground on which a patent may be revoked under the 
Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (/c), either by the Comptroller, or as 
an alternative to the grant of a compulsory licence (Z). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — By the Comptroller. 

(i.) On Ground which Grant might have been Oppoetd. 

419. Any person who would have been entitled to oppose (m) the who may 
grant of a patent, or who is the successor in interest of a person apply, 
who was so entitled, may, within two years from the date of the 
patent, apply to the Comptroller for an order revoking the patent 
on any one or more of the grounds on which the grant of the 
patent might have been opposed (t?). 

The application must be made on the prescribed form, and Mode of 
must be accompanied by an unstamped copy of the form, which appii^jation. 
the Comptroller transmits to the patentee (o). The applicant may 
leave statutory declarations (delivering copies to the patentee) in 
every case ; and he must do so if the ground of his application is 
that the invention was obtained from him by the patentee ( 0 ). The 
furnishing of further evidence and the subsequent hearing of the 
case are governed by the same rules as those regulating the 
proceedings on opposition to the grant of a patent (p). 

An application under the above provision cannot be made when an wiion such 
action for infringement or proceedings for the revocation of a patent ^amiot be" 
are pending in any court, except with the leave of the court (g). made' 

(g) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw, 7, c. 29), s. 25 (3) (b). Whore 
a patent is revoked on the ground of fraud the comptroller may grant a 
patent to the true inventor in lieu thereof {ibid., s. 15 (2) ). Fraud is 
used in its ordina^ meaning, and does not include a mistake made bond 
fide (Be Avery* s Patent (1887), 36 Ch. D. 307, 322, C. A. ; Be Ralston's 
Patent (1909), 26 R. P. C. 313, 331 ; 100 L. T. 386). Fraud must be strictly 

? roved (Be Jameson's Patent (1902), 19 R. P. C. 246, 264; Be Mark's 
'atent (1908), 26 R. P. C. 663, 658). 

(h) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 25 (3) (b). 

(i) Ibid., 8. 25 (2) (a). 

(k) 7 Edw. 7, 0 . 29. 

(1) Ibid., B. 26 (2) (b). Every such ground as is referred to in ibid., 
s. 25 (2) (a), (b), is available as a defence to an action for infringement 
{ibid.) ; see pp. 217 et seq., post. 

(m) As to opposition to the grant of a patent, see pp. 176 et seq., ante. 

(n) Ibid., s. 26 (1). 

( 0 ) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 76. 

(p) Ibid., Tt. 43—47, 76 ; 27 R. P. C. Appendix (1910P); see pp. 176 et seq., 
ante. 

iq) Patents and Designs Act, 1007 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 26 (1). 
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1 420 . Tte Comptroller, having given notice of the application to 

Befocation the patentee, and after hearing the parties, if desirous of being heard, 
of Patent*, may make an order (1) revoking the patent; or (2) requiring the 
Katureof specification to be amended by disclaimer, correction or explanation ; 
order. or (8) dismissing the application (r). But the Comptroller cannot 

revoke the patent unless the circumstances are such as would have 
justified him in refusing to grant the patent had the proceedings 
been proceedings in opposition to the grant of a patent (r). 

The Comptroller may also make an order for revocation after 
receiving an offer from the patentee to surrender it, and after 
giving notice of the offer and hearing the parties desiring to be 
heard (a). 

Appeal 421 . The decision of the Comptroller is subject to an appeal 

to the court {b), and the decision of the court is also subject to 
appeal (c). 

(ii.) On Ground that Patent is Worked mainly Abroad. 

Who may 422 . Any person may, at any time not less than four years after 
•ppiy. the date of a patent, apply to the Comptroller for the revocation of 

the patent on the ground that the patented article or process is 
manufactured or carried on exclusively or mainly outside the 
United Kingdom (cZ). 

Evidence in The application must be made on the prescribed form(g) and 
iTp^^tion. accompanied by statutory declarations in support of the allega- 

^ tions, and copies must be delivered to the patentee or his agent. 

(r) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 26 (2). 

(a) Ifcid., B. 26 (3). 

(h) Ibid., s. 26 (4). All appeals to the court from a decision of the 
Comptroller are brought by petition presented to the court within one 
calendar month of the decision of the Comptroller or within such further 
time as the court may under special circumstances allow (R. S. C., Ord. 
63a, r. 4). Dilatoriness on the part of petitioner’s agents is not a 
special circumstance ” (Be Beldam's Patent, [1911] 1 Ch. 60, 63). The 
period of the Lone Vacation counts in computing the “ calendar month ” 
(ibid.). The petition must state the nature of the decision appealed 
against, whether the appeal is from the whole, or part only, ana if so, 
wnat part, of such decision ; and also the grounds of the appeal, and no 
grounds, other than those so stated, shall, except with the leave of the 
court, be allowed to be taken by the appellant at the hearing (R. S. C., 
Old. 63a, r. 4). The appeal to the court, subject to any direction of 
the court to the contrary, is set down in the same manner as if it were an 
assigned witness action, and is heard and di^osed of in due course (ibid., 
r. 6). The appeal is set down in Room 136, Chancery Registrar’s Depart- 
ment. In ^ proceedings before the court the evidence used must 
be the same as that used at the hearing before the Comptroller, and no 
further evidence may be given except by the leave of the court (ibid., 
r. 6). As to evidence before the Comptroller, see pp. 177, 178, ante. It 
should be noted that the procedure above indicated is the same in appeals 
to the court in proceeding for restoration of lapsed patent (see Patents 
and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 20; pp. 182, 183, ante), and in 
proceedings for revocation under the Patents and Designs Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, 0 . 29), s. 27 (see the text, infra). 

(e) Patents and Desi^s Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 92 (2). 

(d) Ibid., s. 27 (1) ; Hatschek's Patents, Ex parte Zerennw, [1909] 2 
Ch. 68 ; Be Bremer's Patent, Ex parte Bratdik, Be Hogner's Patent, Ex parte 
BrauUk, [1909] 2 Ch. 217 ; Be Fiat Motors, Ltd.'s Applioation, [1911] 1 Ch. 
66 ; ^ Green's Application, [1911] I Ch. 754. 
ie) Patents Form No. 24 (fee £2) ; Patents Buies, 1908, r. 78. 
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Within fourteen days, or such further time as the Comptroller 
may allow, the patentee must leave statutory declarations at the 
Patent Office declaring whether the allegations made by the 
applicant are correct or incorrect. If they are incorrect it must 
be declared to what extent and in what place the patent is worked 
in the United Kingdom ; but if they are correct and the patent is 
not worked in the United Kingdom to an adequate extent, the 
declarations must set out the reasons why it is not so worked (/). 
Copies of these declarations must be sent to the applicant, and he 
in turn must within fourteen days leave statutory declarations in 
answer, supplying copies to the patentee. 

The Comptroller then intimates whether he intends to hold a 
preliminary hearing or whether he will try the whole case at one 
hearing (of the date of which he must give ten days’ notice, allowing 
extra time for the hearing of further evidence) (g). At the hearing 
he may take viid voce evidence in lieu of or in addition to the 
evidence by declaration, and may require the attendance of any 
declarant or other person whose evidence he thinks desirable Qi). 

423. The Comptroller thereupon, if satisfied (i) that the patent is 
not worked to an adequate extent in the United Kingdom, and if the 
patentee fails to give satisfactory reasons (/c) why the patent is not 
so worked, may make an order — 

(/) The patent will not be revoked if the patentee proves that he has 
done his best to establish an industry in this country in the article which 
is the subject of his patent (Re Bremer'* Patent, Ex parte BrauliJc, Be 
Hvgner'e Patent, Ex parte BrauUk, [1909] 2 Ch. 217, 224). 

(g) Patents Kules, 1908, rr. 78-~81, as amended and modified by an 
official notice issued by the Patent Office in 1909; see [1909] W. N., 
Part II., p. 198 ; 63 Sol. Jo. 487; and see Be Ilgner's Patents (1909), 26 
R. P. C. 198. It appears still to be necessary that the applicant, when 
sending copies of his declarations or of other documents to the patentee, 
and vice versd, should furnish the Comptroller with evidence of the delivery 
of such copies. 

(h) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 77 ; Patents 
Rules, 1908, r. 81. A patentee cannot be called upon to produce his 
witnesses either for cross-examination or for examination by the 
Comptroller-Greneral until a primd facie case is made out under the 
Patents and Designs Act, 19()7 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 27 (1) (Be LahVs 
Patent (1909), 26 R. P. C. 443, following Be Uatschek's Patents (1909), 26 
R. P. C. 228 ; [1909] 2 Ch. 68). 

(i) In considering whether there is a proper case for revocation under 
this provision the Comptroller or the court should have regard primarily 
to the public interest, not, at least first of all, to that of individuals ; see 
Be Taylor's Patent, [1912] 1 Ch. 636, 642, 643. 

(A;) See Be Taylor's Patent, swpra (where, in the circumstances of 
that particular case, having regard to the threat of an infringement 
action, “ satisfactory reason ” was held to have been shown. “It 
can never ... be sufficient for a patentee defending himself under the 
section [t.e.. Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 24] 
to prove that he cannot now start an industry with any chance of 
profit. The question really is, Could he have done so if he nad used his 
monopoly fainy as between home and foreign trade, or if he had devoted 
the tune and money which he has expended in developing a foreign 
industry to developing a home industry ” (Be Hatschek's Patents, Ex parte 
Zerenner, [1909] 2 Ch. 68, per Pabkbb, J., at p. 89). It is not neoessaiy 
to inquire whether what has been done in the United Kingdom is or is 
not in derogation of the rights of the patentee, or to exclude from the 
computation what has been done in derogation of such rights (Be -p ^ 
Motors, Ltd.*sApplieation, [1911] 1 Ch. 66), or to determine if^ether at the 
precise moment when ^e petition was lodged there was a manufacture or 
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sbot. 9. 
Berocation 
of Patents. 

Variation in 
order. 


Appeal. 


Infringement. 


What 

constitutes 

infringement. 


(1) revoking the patent forthwith (Z) or ^ 

(2) revoking the patent after a reasonable interval, specified in 
the order, unless in the meantime it is shown to his satisfaction 
that the patent is worked in the United Kingdom to an adequate 
extent (m). Where such interval has been allowed and the patent is 
not worked in the United Kingdom to an adequate extent, but the 
patentee gives satisfactory reasons why it is not so worked, the 
Comptroller has power to extend the period mentioned ia the 
previous order for such period not exceeding twelve months as may 
be specified in the subsequent order (??). 

No order may be made which is at variance with any treaty, con- 
vention arrangement, or engagement with any foreign country or 
British possession (o), 

424. Any such decision of the Comptroller is subject to appeal 
to the court, and on any such appeal the law officer or such other 
counsel as he may appoint is entitled to appear and be heard (p). 

The decision of the court on such appeal is final (q). 

Sect. 10. — Legal Proceedings, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — in respect of Infringement, 

(i.) The Infringement, 

425. The grant of letters patent is the grant of an exclusive 
privilege to the patentee, that he “ by himself, his agents and 
licensees, and no others may . . . make, use, exercise and vend the 
said invention ** (r) ; and, in order that the patentee may have the 
sole use and enjoyment of his invention, the letters patent prohibit 
all subjects of the King within the United Kingdom and the Isle of 
Man from in any way using or imitating the invention during the 
term of fourteen years, without the patentee’s consent (/•). 

426. A person commits an infringement of letters patent when, 
without the patentee’s consent, he does some act prohibited by the 
letters patent («). A patent may be infringed by (1) using the 
invention or any colourable imitation thereof in the manufacture 
of articles, or by putting the invention in practice in any other way ; 

carrying on of a patented process (Be Greenes Application, [1911] 1 Ch. 
764). The substance of the matter must be looked at. Temporary 
BUBponsion of manufacture because of over-manufacture in prior months 
will not exclude the jurisdiction of the court (Be Greeh*8 Applioaiion, 
fupra, per Pakker, J. atp. 767). A misapprehension of the seotmn is not 
a “ satisfactory reason ** within the section (Be Wonring and KortmhacKs 
Patent (1909), 26 R, P. C. 163). As to proceedings under the Patents 
and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 24, see pp. 197 seq,, ante, 

(1) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29b 27 (2) (a). 

(w) Ibid., B, 27 (2) (b); see Be BouU'e Patent (1909), 26 R. P. C. 383 ; 
Be KerU's Patent (1909), 26 R. P. C. 666; compare Be Osborn* e Patent 
(1909), 26 R. P. C. 819. 

(n) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 27 (3). 

(o) Ibid., 8. 27 (2). 

(p) Ibid., B. 27 (4) ; see Be Bremer*s Patent (1909), 26 R. P. C. 449. 
For the procedure on such appeal, see R. S. G., Ord. 63 a, rr. 4-~6 ; see 
note (b), p. 208, ante. 

(q) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 92 (2). In all 
proceedings before the court the court has all the powers of the Coinp- 
troller; see R. S. C., Ord. 63 a, r. 8. 

(r) ^ p. 128, ante. 

(#) WdUon V. Bateman (1842), 1 Web. Fat. Gas. 613, 615. i 
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(2) by using, or selling, or otherwise dealing in articles made in Sect. lo. 
accordance with the invention ; or (3) by making for use or sale, or Legal Pro- 
by selling, articles which counterfeit or resemble, or which differ ceedings. 

only colourably from, articles made in pursuance of the invention ; 

but there can be no infringement of an invalid patent (a). 

The intention of an infringer is quite immaterial (i>). It is also intention of 
immaterial whether the infringer knew or not that he was in fact infringer, 
infringing a patent (c), 

427. Importation into this country, for use or sale, of infringing importation, 
articles manufactured abroad, is an infringement {d). Importation 
into British waters for the mere purpose of transhipment may, 
by reason of continuing user, constitute an infringement {e), but 
persons acting only as Custom House agents for an importing 
firm are not infringers (/). 

The Crown, and its agents or servants, have the right to use any Ciown ngiitg 
invention patented in this country, on such terms as may be agi eell 
upon with the approval of the Treasury, or, in default of agree- 
ment, as may be settled by the Treasury, after hearing all parties 
interested (g). 

If a defendant has in fact put an infringing article to the Liability of 
purpose for which it was intended whilst the article was in his “smg 

possession, then such possession amounts to a user, and he is liable 
to have an injunction granted against him {h), 

A user by way of bond fide experiment only, and not with the 
intention of selling or using for profit or advantage, is not neces- 
sarily an infringement (i) ; but the use of an infringing article to 
the advantage of the purchaser may be an infringement although it 
is purchased for the purpose of experiment or for instructing * 
pupils {k). The use of an invention for a purpose other than that 
described by the patentee may amount to an infringement (/) ; and to 

(a) OMUinder v. Boyle (1887), 30 Ch. D. 425, 435. 

\h) Stead v. Anderson (1847), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 161 ; Young v. Bosenthal 
d! Co, (1884), 1 R. P. C. 29. 

(c) NobeVs Explosives Co, v. Jones, Scott & Co. (1881), 17 Cli. D. 721, 

C. A. : (1882) 8 App. Cas. 5 ; but see Patents and Designs Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 33. 

(d) Walton v. Lavater (1860), 8 C. B. (k. s.) 162 ; Elmslie v. Boursier 
(1869), L. R. 9 Eq. 217 ; Von Heyden v. Neustadt (1880), 14 Ch. D. 230, 

C. A. ; United Telephone Co. v. Sharpies (1885), 2 R. P. C. 28 ; 29 Ch. D. 

164. As to the use for the purposes of navigation of a foreign vessel 
within the jurisdiction, see Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
c. 29), s. 48. 

{e) NobeVs Explosives Co. v. Jones, Scott db Co , supra ; Neilson v. Betts 
(1871), L. R. 6 H. L. 1. 

(/) NobeVs Explosives Co. v. Jones, Scott db Co., supra. As to the 
liability of agents generally, see p. 215, post. 

(^) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 29. 

(a) Adair v. Foutwr (1879), 12 Ch. D. 13, C. A. ; United Telephone Co. 
y. London and Globe Telephone and Maintenance Co. (1884), 1 R. P. C. 117 ; 

26 Ch. D. 766 ; Dunlop rneumatio Tyre Co. v. British and Colonial Motor 
Car Co. (1901), 18 R. P. C. 316; compare British United Slu>e Machinery 
Co.,Ltd.y. Collier (Simon), Ltd. (1910), 27 R. P. C. 667, H. L., per Lord 
LoRSBtJBN, L.C., at p. 671 ; 26 T. L. R. 687. 

(i) Erearson v. Loe (1878), 9 Ch. D. 48, 66; United Telephone Co. v. 

Sharpies, supra; Erector v. Bayley db <9on(1888), 6 R. P. C. 106. 

ik) United Telephone Co. v. Sharpies, supra ; British Motor Syndicate, 

Ltd. v. Taylor db Son, [1900] 1 Ch. 677 (transport of infringing article for 
purpose of Baling it abroad). , 

(<) Oanmngton v. JfuUall (1871), L. R. 6 H. L. 206 ; see also Edison ana 
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renew the parts essential to a patented combination is an infringe- 
ment (m). 

A person who sells a patented article without the consent of 
the patentee infringes the letters patent (w). The mere offering for 
sale of an infringing article in the possession of the vendor may 
constitute infringement (o), but the sale of component articles is not, 
in itself, an infringement, even though the vendor knows that they 
will be used by the buyer for the purpose of infringing a patent (p). 

It is also an infringement to sell in this country articles manu- 
factured abroad by a process patented here (q), but the plaintiff 
must in general prove that the articles sold were in fact manufactured 
by the patentee’s process (r). 

A purchaser who buys a patented article from the patentee or his 
agents may resell it or use it however and wherever he pleases, unless 
his rights have been restricted at the time of the purchase (s). 

428. In an action for infringement, it is necessary for a plaintiff 
to establish that the defendant, dealing with what he is doing as a 
matter of substance, is taking the invention claimed by the patent, 
not the invention which the patentee might have claimed if he had 
been well advised or bolder, but that which he has in fact and 
substance claimed on a fair construction of the specification (a). 
Another way of stating the same thing is that the plaintiff must show 
that the defendant has taken the pith and essence of his invention (&). 

429. When the invention is for a new way of attaining a new 
object the novelty of the object attained is itself a feature of the 
invention, and the disclosure of it is part of the consideration given 
in return for the monopoly conferred by the grant of letters 
patent. In cases involving patents for inventions of this nature 
a defendant will infringe if he attains the same result by adopting 
means the same as, or substantially the same as, those disclosed by 
the patentee. On the other hand, when a patentee has merely 
invented a new way of attaining an old result, the essence of his 
invention is the particular way of doing it that he has described 
and claimed, and there is no infringement unless a defendant has 
used that particular method (c). 

Swan EUctrio Light Co, v. Holland (1888), 5 B. P. C. 459 ; Higgs v. Goodwin 
(1858), £. £. &K. 529. 

(m) Dunlop Pneumatic Tyre Co, v. Holborn Tyre Co, (1901), 18 R. P. C. 
226 ; United Telephone Co, v. Nelson, [1887] W. N. 193. 

(n) See p. 210, ante, 

io) Oxley V. Holden (1860), 8 C. B. (n. s.) 666. 

(р) Townsend v. Haworth (1875), 12 Ch. D. 831, n. ; Sylces v, Howarth 
(1S79) 12 Cli B. 826 833 

iq) Wriglit v. Hitchcock (1870), L. It, 5Exch. 37, 47 ; Elmslie v. Boursier 
(1869), L. R. 9Eq. 217 ; Von Heydenx, Neu8tadt{[SS0), 14Cli. D. 230, C. A. 

(r) On this point, see Saccharin Corporation v. Dawson (1902), 19 R. P. C. 
169; Saccharin Corporation v. Jackson (1903), 20 R. P. C. 611. 

(s) Beits V. Willmott (1871), 6 Ch. App. 239. 

(а) NobeVs Explosives Co. v. Anderson (1894), 11 R. P. C. 115, per 
Romeb, J., at p. 127. 

(б) Wenham Gas Co. v. Champion Gas Lamp Co, (1891), 9 R. P. C. 49, 
C. A. ; Incandescent Gas Light Co. v. De Mare Incandescent Gas Light 
System (1896), 13 R. P. C. 301 ; Collins dt Sons v. Green and Cadbury, Ltd, 
(1912), 29 R. P. C. 217 ; Gramophone Co„ Ltd. v. Buhl (1910), 28 R. P. C. 
20, C. A. : Hoffman Manufacturing Co., Ltd. v. Auto Machinery Co., Ltd» 
(1911), 28 R. P. C. 141, C. A 

(с) Martin and James v. Con^e^lron Co„ Ltd. (1907), 25 R. F. C. 27, 
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Accordingly the first thing to be done is, by construing the 
specification, to ascertain what is the real scope of the invention 
claimed. In so doing regard must be had to the state of knowledge 
of the art at the date of the patent (d). 

If a man has in fact used the essence of an invention he is still 
an intringer, even though he has improved upon it, and it is quite 
immaterial that he may have taken out a patent embodying his 
own improvements (e) ; although it may well be that such later 
patent is valid and protects the improvements. 

430. A patent may sometimes be infringed by taking a part 
only of the invention. This depends on whether'what is taken is 
the substance of the patentee’s invention; and in deciding the 
question of substance the court may look to the relative 
importance of the parts taken and the parts omitted (/). In many 
specifications, however, the patentee takes pains to state specifically 
what he considers to be the essential feature or features of his 
invention. When this has been done, the court adopts the 
patentee’s own statement, and has regard to it in construing the 
specification. 

431. It is sometimes supposed that a patent may yet be 
infringed, though the invention has not been identically copied. 
This view is not strictly accurate. There can be no infringement 
without identity, but the identity may be hidden by additions or 
subtractions or by the use of mechanical equivalents. In inventions 
of the type whicli produce a new result by a new method the 
substitution of a contrivance, known to be an equivalent of the 
patentee’s method, for producing the same result, is generally 
an infringement of the patent (g). Where, however, the patent is 
for a new way of attaining an old result, unless the actual means 
employed by the patentee have been taken, there is usually no 
infringement. The true question invariably is one of fact, namely, 
Has the patentee’s claimed invention been substantially taken ? (h) 


C. A.; Harrison Patents Co., Ltd. v. Nicholson & Sons, Lid. (1908), 25 
R. P. C. 393, C. A. ; Foden v. Wollis and Stevens, Ltd. (1908), 26 R. P. C. 
783, C. A.; Blacksione v. Bamford & Sons (1909), 27 R. P. C. 125; 
Nicholls V. Kershaw (1910), 27 R. P. C. 237; Biley v. Taylor (1910), 27 
R. P. C. 747, C. A. ; British, Foreign and Colonial Automatic Light Con> 
trollingCo., Ltd. v. Metropolitan Oas Meiers, Ltd. (1911), 29 R. P. C. 209. 

(d) The way to- approach the question of infringement was well sot out 
per Lord Alverstone, C. J., in Presto Gear Case and Components Co. v. Orme, 
Evans db Co. (1900), 18 R. P. C. 17, C. A., at p. 23; see Vidal Dyes 
Syndicate, Ltd. v. Levinstein, Ltd. (1912), 29 R. P. C. 245, C. A. ; and see 
p. 146, ante. 

(c) Neilson v. Harford (1841), 1 Web. Pat. (’as. 295,310; Thomson v. 
Moore (1889), 6 R. P. C. 426, C. A. ; Pilkingion {Peter), Lid. v. Mersey 
(1904), 21 R. P. C. 421 ; and see Lynch and Wilson db Co., Ltd. v. Phillips 
db Co. (1908), 26 R. P. C. 694, 708. 

if) Incandescent Gas Light Co. v. Be 3£are Incandescent Gas Light 
System (1896), 13 R. P. C. 301, 330; Lake and Elliot v. Botax 3fotor 
Accessories, Ltd. (1911), 28 R. P. C. 632, C. A., per Cozbns-Hardt, M.R., at 
p. 640. 

ig) Sellers v. Dickinson (1860), 5 Exch. 312; and see Marconi v. 
BfttishBadio Telegraph and Telephone Co., Ltd. (1911), 28 R. P. C. 181, 
per Parker, J., at p. 217; Stone db Co., Ltd. y. Broadjoot db Sons, Ltd. 
U909),26 R.P. C. 361, 380; British Vacuum Co., Lid. v. Exton Hotels Co., 
ltd. (1908L 26 R. P. C. 617. 

(W Cla/rls V. Adie (1876)« 10 Ch. App. 667; BeUers v. Dickinson, supra. 
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432. The substitution of chemical equivalents is governed by the 
same principles as govern the use of mechanical equivalents. But 
it is quite lawful for any person to accomplish the result attained 
by the patentee by the use of a substance not known to be a chemical 
equivalent at the date of the patent (i) ; and it must be remembered 
that it is much more difficult to say that one chemical body is the 
equivalent of another than that one well-knov^n mechanical device 
is the equivalent of another. 

433. Some of the difficulties arising in connection with the 
substitution of equivalents are most frequently met with in patents 
for a new combination of parts. The patentee is, however, entitled 
to the same protection and on the same principles (k) as he would 
be for any other type of patent. There may be infringenieiit by 
using so much of the combination as is material (Z), but the 
patent does not afford protection against the separate use of integers 
embodied in the combination (m) . 

(ii.) Parties. 

434. The plaintiff in an action for infringement may be the 
original grantee, provided he has not parted with the whole of his 
interest in the patent. Other persons who may be plaintiffs are 
(1) the owner of a distinct and several part of a patent {n ) ; (2) one 
of several joint owners, without joining his co-owners, if the 
defendant does not object (o), and a defendant who intends to 
object must do so at once (p); (3) a married woman, if the patent is 
her separate property (g') ; (4) an assignee, even though the defen- 
dant is the original grantee (?•) ; (5) the assignee for a district (s), but 
in this case the act of infringement must take place within the 
assignee's district ; (6) the assignee of a portion of a patent (<). 

435. The assignment of a patent should be registered, but 
registration is not essential to enable an assignee to Bue(n). 
A trustee, a trustee in bankruptcy or his assignee (a), the executors 
or administrators of a deceased patentee, and a mortgagor may each 
sue in his own name. A mortgagee cannot sue inf lingers, and his 
interest in a patent is not such as to make him a necessary party 
in an action (h). Neither a general nor an exclusive licensee can 

{i) Heath v. Unwin (1856), 6 H. L. Cas. 605 ; see also Automaiio Weighing 
Machine Co. v. Knight (1889), 6 R. P. C. 113, 300, C. A. 

{Ic) dark V. Adie (1875), 10 Ch. App. 667, per James, L.J., at p. 675. 

(Z) Sellers v. Dickinson ^850), 6 Exch. 312. 

(m) British United Shoe Machinery Co. v. Fussell db Sons (1908), 25 
R. P. C. 631, C. A, ; and see pp. 138, 139, ante. 

(n) Dunnialiff v. Mallet (1859), 7 C. B. (n. s.) 209. 

(o) Davenport v. Bichard (1860), 3 L. T. 503. 

ip) Sheehan v. Great Eastern Bail. Co. (1880), 16 Ch. D. 69. 

Iq) Westhead v. Keene (1838), 1 Beav. 287 ; Bergmann v. Macmillan 
(1881), 17 Ch. D. 423. 

(r) Walton v. Lavater (1860), 8 C. B. (n. s.) 162 ; Boulton v. Bull (1795), 
2 Hy. Bl. 463 ; Electric Telegraph Co. v. Brett (1861), 10 C. B. 838. 

(ii) See pp. 183, 184, ante. 

it) Dunnicliff v. Mailed supra, 

(u) See note (d), p. 186, ante; Stewart v. Ca^ey (1891), 8 R. P. C. 259; 
65 L. T. 40. 

(a) Bloxam v. Elsee (1827), 6 B. & C. 169 ; 9 Dow. & Ry. (K. B.) 215 ; 
Anderson v. Patent Oxonite Co. (1886), 3 R. P. C. 279. 

(b) Van Oelder Apsimon db Co. v. Sowerhy Bridge Flour Co. (1890}| T 

E. P. C. 208, C. A.; 44 Ch. P. 374; And seep. 186, ante- ^ 
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Me (<?), rtoi' can a mere agent for a foreign patentee maintain an 
action in his own name (d), 

436. Any person who infringes, whether he is a principal (c) or 
a servant or an agent, may be made a defendant (/). A company 
may be made a defendant, and the directors of a company may be 
made personally liable for acts of infringement by woiimen of the 
company acting under their direction (g). Foreigners resident within 
the realm may be made defendants (/i). Manufacturers of an 
infringing article need not necessarily be joined as defendants (0, 
but they and persons who have bought such articles may be 
joined as co-defendants or may be sued separately (/j). Innocent 
carriers maybe restrained from dealing with or handling infringing 
articles, and when the consignee can be discovered he should be 
joined as a co-defendant (Q. 

(iii.) Pleadings 

437. An action for infringement is commenced by writ issued 
out of the High Court of Justice, either in the King’s Bench or 
Chancery Division. Patent actions may also be tried in the Chan- 
cery Court of the County Palatine of Lancaster (/i). The ordinary 
rules as to service of the writ apply (o). 


(r) Heap v. Hartley (1889), 6 R. P. C. 495, C. A. ; 42 Ch, D. 461 ; see 
note (k), p. 191, ante. 

(d) Adams v. North British Bail. Co. (1873), 29 L. T. 367. 

(e) Sykes v. Haworth (1879), 12 Ch, D. 826; Gregory v. Piper (1829), 
9 B. &; 0. 691 ; Lyons v. Martin (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 612 ; Sharroa v. London 
and North Western Bail. Co. (1849), 4 Exch. 580, 687 ; Gordon v. Bolt 
(1849), 4 Exch. 365 ; Whatman v. Pearson (1868), L. R. 3 C. P. 422 ; Belts 
y. De Vitre (1868), 3 Ch. App. 429, 441 ; see also Savage <& Co. v. Brindle 
0896), 13 R. P. C. 266, as to the making of materials to be used in 
infrinmng, though the materials themselves are not infringements ; and 
see title Master and Servant, Vol. XX., pp. 256, 267. 

(/) Beits V. Neilson (1865), 6 New Rep. 221 ; Adair v. Young (1879), 
12 Ch. D. 13, 19, C. A. ; Betts v. De Vitre (1864), 11 Jur. (n. s.) 9 ; Day 
V. Davies (1904), 22 R. P. C. 34. 

(g) Mathias v. Yeits (1882), 46 L. T. 497, C. A. ; Betts v. Be Vitre 
(1864), 11 Jur. (N. 8.) 9 ; Betts v. De Vitre (1868), 3 Ch. App. 429, 441 ; 
Spencer y.Ancoats Vale Bubber Co. (1888), 6 R. P. C. 46, C. A. ; Welsbach 
Incandescent Gas Light Co. v. Daylight Incandescent Mantle Co. (1899), 16 
R. P. C. 344 ; WelAach Incandescent Gas Light Co. v. New Incandescent 
{Sunlight Patent) Gas Lighting Co. (1900), 17 R. P. C. 247 ; [1900J 1 Cli. 
843 ; A.-G. v. Bermondsey Vestry (1883), 23 Ch. D. 60, C. A. 

(A) Caldwell v. V anvlissengen (1861), 9 Hare, 416; Vavasseury. Krupp 
(1878), 9 Ch. D. 351, C. A. ; Toni Tyre, Ltd. v. Palmer Tyre, Lid. (1905), 
22 R. P. C. 369. 


(t) Moser v. Marsden (1892), 9 R. P. C. 214; [1892J 1 Ch. 847, C. A. 

{k) Penn v. Bibby, Penn v. Jack, Penn v. Fernie (1806), L. R. 3 Eq. 
308 ; United Telephone Co. v. Walker and Oliver (1886), 4 R. P. C. 63, 67 ; 
66 L. T. 608 ; Proctor v. BennU (1887), 4 R. P. C. 333, C. A. ; 36 Ch. D. 
740. . ^ 

(1) Washburn and Moen Manufacturing Co. v. Cunard Shamship Co. 
(1889), 6 R. P. C. 398, 403. Plaintiffs desirous of obtaining an injunction 
against a person who, having made a contract of indemnity with the 
defendants, has been made a third party, should amend by joining 
him as a defendant {Edison and Swan Electric Light Co. v. Holland (1889), 
6 R. P. C. 243, 286, C. A.). , , 

(n) But a county court has no junsdiotion where the vaUaity oi a 
patient is in question; seeB. v. Halifax County Court Judge, [1891] 2 
Q. B. 263, C. A. ; see titles Countt Courts, Vol. VIII., p. 431 ; Courts, 
Vol. IX., p. 121. 

(o) See title Practiob akd Procbuurjb, 
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Sect. 10. In &n action for infringement the writ is usually indorsed with a 
Legal Pro- claim for (1) an injunction restraining the defendant, bis agents and 

ceedings. servants, from infringing the plaintiff 's Letters Patent No. ; 

Indow^ent (2) damages, or, at the plaintiff's option, an account of profits; 
of writ (8) delivery up or destruction of all infringing articles within the 
defendant’s possession or control ; (4) costs. 

Usual 438. After service of the writ the usual pleadings (p) are (1) a 

pleadings. statement of claim, which must be accompanied by particulars of 
breaches ; (2) a defence, which must be accompanied by particulars 
of objections. 

Statement of 439. In the statement of claim the plaintiff should allege that 
claim. he is the grantee or registered legal owner of the letters patent, or, 

if his title has devolved upon him by assignment, or by operation of 
law, the facts resulting in such devolution should be clearly stated. 
It is not necessary to allege the validity of the patent, or that the 
invention is new (q), or that the original patentee was the true and 
first inventor (r). Nor is it necessary to set out any part of the 
specification. If, however, the specification has been amended, this 
should be pleaded; and it should be asserted that the original 
specification was drawn in good faith and with reasonable skill and 
knowledge (s). Several patents may be sued on in one action, 
provided that no inconvenience or oppression will arise from the 
plurality of issues (t). The court may on motion (ii) allow the 
patentee on terms (v) to amend his patent by way of disclaimer (w), 

Partlculaw 440. Particulars of breaches are particulars of the time, place, 
of breaches. manner in which the plaintiff alleges that his patent has been 

infringed by the defendant. The defendant is entitled to have 
adequate notice of the case to be made against him (a:). When 
the defendant is a seller or user, and not a manufacturer of the 
infringing articles, greater particularity may be required (y). One 
instance at least of each type of infringement complained of must 
be given, and the plaintiff must specify which of the claims in his 
specification he alleges have been infringed (a), but he may allege 
that all the claims have been infringed, the reasonableness or other- 
wise of such an allegation being a matter to be considered in relation 
to the costs of the trial (6). Leave to amend particulars of breaches 

(p) As to pleading generally, see title Pleauing, pp. 418 seq., post. 

{q) Amory v. Brown (1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 663. 

(r) See Ward Brothers v. Hill ds Son (1901), 18 R. P. C. 491. 

{s) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 23. 

(f) Saccharin Corporation v. Wild & Co. (1903), 20 R. P. C. 243, C. A. ; 
[1903] 1 Ch. 410 ; Saccharin Corporation v. White db Sons (1903), 20 
R. P. C. 464, C. A. ; 88 L. T. 860 ; Saccharin Corporation v. Alliance 
Chemical Co. (1906), 22 R. P. C. 176, C. A, 

(tt) R. S. C., Ord. 63 a, r. 23. 

(v) As to terms see QilleUe Safety Eazor Co. v. Luna Safety Baeor Co., 
[1910] 2 Ch. 373. 

(w) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29) s. 22 ; p. 173. arUe. 
{x) Needham v. Oxley (1863), 1 Hem. & M. 248 ; Mcmdleberg v. Morley 

(1893), 10 B. P. C. 256 ; Bailey v. Kynock (No. 2) (1874), L. R. 19 Eq. 229, 
231 ; Henser and Ouignard v. Hardie (1894), 11 R. P. C. 421 ; see also 
R. 8. C., Ord. 63 a, rr. 13, 16, 19, 20, 21. 

(y) MandXeherg v. Morley (1893), 10 R. P. C. 266. 

(а) R. S. 0., Old. 63 a, r. 16. 

(б) Haelam d Co. v. EaU (1887), 4 R. P. C. 203, 206i 
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may be given by the court (c). Further particulars may be ordered Sect. lo. 
and may be postponed till after discovery has been obtained (d). If Legal Pro- 
the validity of the patent has been in question in a previous action, ceedlnga. 
and a certificate of validity has been obtained, the certificate should — 
be pleaded (e). 

441 . It is necessary for the defendant in his defence to state all Defence, 
the grounds on which he intends to rely. The defences open to a 
defendant are as follows : — 

He may (1) deny the plaintiff’s title to the patent in suit; 

(2) deny that he has infringed as alleged or at all; (3) plead leave 
and licence ; (4) allege that the letters patent are invalid (/) ; (5) allege 
that the patented article is produced exclusively, or mainly, outside 
the United Kingdom (jj ) ; (6) allege facts justifying revocation of 
the patent on the ground that the reasonable requirements of the 
public with respect to the invention have not been satisfied (//) ; 

(7) allege a contract embodying prohibited terms or conditions (f) ; 

(8) allege that at the time of the infringement he was not aware, 
nor had he reasonable means of making himself aware, of the 
existence of the patent, but this plea is available only as a defence 
to a claim for damages, not to a claim for an injunction (/). 

442 . In an action for infringement, a defendant who by his rarticuiare 
defence attacks the validity of the patent in suit, must, with his 
defence, deliver particulars of the objections to validity upon which ^ ^ 
he intends to rely at the trial (k). Leave to amend particulars of 
objections may be obtained from the court upon such terms as to 

the court shall seem just (Z) ; but no objection to validity can be taken 
at the trial, unless the objection has been pleaded (m). Where there 
are two or more defendants representing the same interest it is not 
necessary for every defendant to deliver particulars of objections (n). 

(e) R. S. C., Ord. 53 a, r. 19 ; see also Shoe Machinery Co, v. Catlan 
(1895), 12 R. P, C. 342. 

(d) Bussell v. Hatfield (1885), 2 R. P. C. 141. 

(e) See pp. 224 et seq., post. 

if) la the ease of this plea, particulars of objections must bo delivered ; 
see the text, inf) a. 

ig) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 25 (2) ; Be 
HatscheVs Patent (1909), 26 R. P. C. 223. 

(A) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), ss. 4, 25 (2). 

{%) See Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 38, and see 
p. 193. ante. 

(;) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 33. 

(k) R. S. C., Ord. 53 a, rr. 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 ; BritUh. Foreign 
and Colonial Automatic Light Controlling Co., Ltd. v. Metropolitan Ons 
Meters^ Ltd., [1912] 2 Ch. 82 ; see Colman v. Cook db Co. (1912), 29 R. P. 0. 

175, 0. A. ; and see note (h), p. 206, ante. 

(Z) R. S. C., Ord. 52 a, r. 19. As to the terms on which leave is as a 
rule granted, see Ottoy. Sterne (1885), 2 R. P. C. 139 ; Parker y. Maignen's 
Fillre Bapide Co. (1888), 5 R. P. C. 207 : Badieche Anilin und Soda Fahrik 
y. La SociMi Chimique des Usines du Bhdne (1897), 14 R. P. 0. 875, 881 ; 

Edison TeUphone y. India Bubber Co. (1881), 17 Ch. D. 137 ; Blakey dt Co. 
y. Latham db Co. (1888), 6 R. P. C. 29, 36 ; but the judge has an absolute 
discretion {Paseall y. Toope (1890), 7 R. P. C. 120; Woolley. Rrood (1892), 

9 R. P. C. 429 ; Wilson and Wilson Brothers Bobbin Co. v. Wilson db Co, 

(1899), 16 R. P. C. 315, C. A.). 

(m) Be Andrews' Patent, Alsop Flour Process, Ltd. y. Flour Oxidising 
Co., Ltd. (1908), 26 R. P. C. 477, H. L. ; British United Shoe Machinery 
Co. y. FusseU d Sons (1908), 25 R. P. C. 631, 659, 0. A. ; i^n4 see R. S. C., 

Ord. 53 a, r. 21. 

(n) Smith v. Cropper (1885), 10 App. Ces. 249. 
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The validity of a patent may be attacked on any of the following 
grounds : — (1) That the patentee was not the true and first inventor 
(the defendant who pleads this should give the name of the person 
he alleges is the true and first inventor) ; (2) that the alleged inven- 
tion is not new ; (3) that the alleged invention is not proper subject- 
matter for letters patent ; (4) that the alleged invention is not 
useful, which, as has been seen, is a compendious and inaccurate 
method of pleading want of subject-matter and insufficiency (o) ; 
(5) that the alleged invention is mot sufficiently ascertained or 
described in the specification ; (6) that there is disconformity 
between the provisional and complete specifications ; (7) that the 
alleged invention has been the subject of a prior grant of letters 
patent. 

443 . The plea of want of novelty may be set up on account of 
either prior publication in some book, specification or other document, 
or of prior public user of the invention. Sufficient particulars must 
be given of the book or specification to enable the plaintiff to identify 
it. The pages of the books should be given, and when the specifica- 
tions cited are of a bulky and complex nature the parts relied on 
should be specified ; but a defendant may rely on the whole of the 
book or specification (p). In the case of prior public user (q) the 
defendant must give the most minute particulars, and also, where 
possible, obtain for the plaintiff inspection of the article so used (?*). 

The plea of want of subject-matter raises the point as to whether 
the invention is a new manufacture within the meaning of the 
Statute of Monopolies (s). It also raises the point whether, in view 
of the common general knowledge of the public at the date of the 
patent, any exercise of the inventive faculty was required on the part 
of the patentee to produce the alleged invention (f). In pleading 
common public knowledge, no individual instances need be given ; 
specifications may not, however, be used as evidence of general 
knowledge, unless they have been specifically mentioned, either 
under the plea of want of novelty or the plea of common know- 
ledge (u). Specifications may be shown to be part of the common 
public knowledge, but they are not necessarily a part of such 
knowledge (a). 

(o) See p. 161, ante. 

ip) Holliday Heppensiall (1889), 6 R. P. C. 320, C. A. ; 41 Ch. D. 109; 
Eeathfield v. Qreenway (1893), 11 R. P. C. 17 ; Siemens v. Karo, Barnett <& 
Go. (1891), 8 R. P. C. 376 ; SidehoUom v. Ftc Wen (1891), 8 R. P. 0. 
266, 270 ; Neiilefolds v. Beynolds (1891), 8 R. P. C. 410, C. A. ; Edison^Bell 
Consolidated Phonograph Co. v. Columbia Phonograph Co. (1900), 18 
R. P. C. 4. 

iq) Crosthwaiie Fire Bar Syndicate v. Senior (1909), 26 R. P. C. 260; 
[1909] 1 Ch. 801; Minerals Separation, Ltd. v. Ore Concentration Co. 
(1906), Lid. (1909), 26 R. P. C. 413 ; [1909] 1 Ch. 744, C. A. ; Be Brown's 
Patent (1906), 23 R. P. C. 790, C. A. ; Carnegie Steel Co, v. Bell Brothers 
(1907), 24 R. P. C. 82, C. A. 

(r) R. S. C., Ord. 63 a, r. 18. 

(e) 21 Jao. 1, o. 3, s. 6 ; see p. 128, ante. 

(t) Be Max Muller's Patent (1907), 24 R. P. C. 465, 479; and see 
pp. 146 et seq., ante, 

(u) Solvo Laundry Supply Co. v. Machie (1893), 10 R. P. C. 68; 
AuionuUio Weighina Machine Co. v. Knight (1889), 6 R. P. C. 297, 302, 
O. A. ; English ana American Machinery Co, y. Union Boot and 
Machine Co. (1894), 11 R. P. C. 867, C. A. 

(a) Sofvo Xiaundry Supply Co, r. Mockie, supra. 
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An assignor of a patent who is afterwards sued for 
infringing the patent he assigned is estopped by liis deed from 
attacking the validity of the patent (i;); and a partner who has 
assigned the whole of his interests in a patent by a deed of dissolution 
of partnership is estopped from attacking validity in an action 
for infringement brought against him by his former partner (c). 

A licensee may be estopped from attacking the validity of the 
patent the subject of his licence (d), 

A defendant who has had judgment given against him in.a former 
action cannot attack the validity of the same patent in a subsequent 
action (c), even though he desires to do so on new grounds (/). 
Where, however, the defendant in the later action is different 
from the defendant in the former he may attack validity (q). 

A plaintiff whose patent has been held to be invalid is estopped 
from recovering against the same defendant in a subsequent action, 
unless the invalidity has been removed by amendment of the 
specification (h). 

Estoppel by deed or by record must be specially pleaded (/). 

445. A defendant in an action for infringement of a patent, if 
entitled to present a petition to the court for the revocation of the 
patent, may, without presenting such petition, apply by way of 
counterclaim for the revocation of the patent (A). 

(iv.) Interlocutory Proceedings, 

446. To obtain an interlocutory injunction the usual course is to 
proceed by way of motion in the Chancery Division. The plaintiff 
must establish a prinid facie case of the validity of his patent, and 
of infringement, and he must not have been guilty of laches (/). 

In establishing a primd facie case of validity, there is a strong 
presumption in favour of validity if the patent has been worked 
and enjoyed undisturbed for a number of years (m)- This require- 
ment as to validity is satisfied if the plaintiff is able to show that 
in a previous action the patent had been upheld; and, if the defendant 


(6) Chambers v. Cricldey (1804), 33 Beav. 374 ; Bowman v. TayZor (1834), 
2 Ad. & El. 278 ; Bowman v. Rosiron (1835), 2 Ad. & El. 295 • Wolion v. 
Lavater (I860), 8 C. B. (n, s.) 162; and see title Estoppel, Vol. XIII., 
pp. 365 et seq. ; 413. 

(c) Chambers v. Crichley, supra; Gonville v. Jlay (1903), 21 R. P. C. 
49; see also Axmann v. Lund (1874), L. R. 18 Eq. 330. 

(d) See p. 194, ante. 

{€) Thomson v. Afoore (1889), 6 R. P. C. 426, C. A.; (1890), 7 R. P. 
325, H. L. ; 23 L. R. Ir. 599, 626 ; Brown and Brown Brothers <9 Co. v. 
IJastie dt Co. (1906), 23 R. P. C. 361, H. L. 

(/) Shoe Machinery Co. v. Cuilan (No. 2) (1896), 13 R. P. C, 141, 145, 

{g) Otto V. Steel (1886), 3 R. P. C. 109, C. A. 

{h) Eorrocks v. Stubbs (1895), 12 R. P. C. 540 ; Re Deeley's Patent ( 1 894), 
11 R. P. C. 72. 

(i) Magrath v. Hardy (1834), 4 Bing. (n. c.) 782 ; Bowman v. Rosiron 
(1835),2 Ad. &E1. 295. 

{k) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 32. For condi- 
tions governing the right th present a petition for revocation, see pp. 206 
et seq., ante. 

(l) See title Injunction, Vol. XVII., p. 268. 

(m) Dudgeon v. Thomson (1877), 30 L. T. 244 ; Oxford a^ 

Universities v. Eichar^an {IS02), 6 Ves. 689; Bickford y. ^ewes {]S3i), 
1 Web. Pat. Cas. 211 ; Tfheatstone v. Wilde (1801), Gnffln, Patent Cases^ 
1884— 6» 247. 
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admits validity (n) or is estopped from denying validity (o), the 
court deems this sufficient to warrant the grant of an injunction. 

Unless some very strong evidence of validity in support of the 
motion is presented, the court seldom grants an interlocutory 
injunction in respect of an alleged infringement of a new patent (p). 

A ptnmd facie case must also be made out in respect of infringe- 
ment (a); one clear case, however, of infringement will suffice (i). 

The court may grant the injunction although the defendant 
offers to keep an account (c). It is, however, a very common 
practice for the court to order the motion to stand until the trial of 
the action on the defendant undertaking to keep an account. 

The court will consider the probability of grave injury to one 
side or the other arising from the grant, or of the refusal to grant, 
the injunction sought. When an injunction is granted, the plaintiff 
is required to undertake to pay any damage resulting from the 
injunction should he subsequently prove to be wrong (d). 

Delay in seeking an interim injunction, unless it can be satis- 
factorily explained (e), usually prevents the injunction being granted. 

An ex parte injunction may be obtained after issue of writ, provided 
the plaintiff can show that he would suffer great injury by delay (/*). 


Evidence. 


Interrogn- 
toriee and 
discoveijr. 


447. The evidence on the application for the injunction is given 
upon affidavit. The affidavit must state who is the patentee, and 
also that the invention is useful and novel, that a sufficient 
specification has been filed, and it should also clearly state wherein 
the alleged infi ingement consists. An affidavit made on “ information 
and belief ” should show the source from whence the information 
has been obtained {g). 

448. The rules relating to the administration of interrogatories 
and the discovery of documents which apply in ordinary actions 
apply equally to patent cases (k). 

Documents dealing with alleged prior users have been held to 
be privileged (i). Communications between a patentee and his 
patent agent made at the time of the preparation of the specifica- 
tion are not privileged (J). The fact that discovery might lead 
to the disclosure of trade secrets does not deter the court from 


(n) Dircks v. Mellor (1845), 26 London Journal, 268. 

(o) Clarke v. Ferquseon (1869), 1 Gift. 184 ; see p. 219, anie. 

(p) Caldwell v. V anvlissenger^ (1861), 9 Hare, 416 ; Lister v. Norton 
Brothers db Co, (1884), 1 R. P. C. 114 ; British Tanning Co, v. Oroth (1889), 
7 R. P. C. 1. 

(a) Briggs <& Co. v. Lardeur (1884), 1 R. P. C. 126 ; Anderson v. Patent 
OxoniU Co. (1880), 3 R. P. C. 279. 

(b) United Telephone Co. v. Sharpies (1885), 29 Ch. D. 164. 

(o) Plimpton v. Spiller (1876), 4 Ch. D. 286, C. A. 

(d) Munte v. Qreenfell (1842), 2 Web. Pat. Cas. 88, 91 ; United Telephone 
Co, v. Tasker (1888), 6 R. P. C. 628, C. A. ; title Injunction, Vol. XVII., 

p. 222. 

{e) United Telephone Co, v. Equitable Telephone Association (1888), 5 
R. P. C. 233. 

(/) See title Injunction, Vol. XVII., p. 274. 

(gY Saeeharin Corporation v. Chemical and Drugs Co, (1898), 16 R. P. O. 
63, C. A. 

(A) See title Discovekt, Inspection, and Interrogatories, Vol. XI., 
pp. 36 et seq, 

{%) Carnegie Steel Co, v. BeU BroGiers (1907), 24 R. P. C. 82, C. A. 

(j) Moseley y. Victoria Bubber Co, (1886), 3 R. P. C. 361 ; 65 L. T. 488. 
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ordering it, if it is necessary in the interests of justice; but the 
court does what it can to protect the party compelled to disclose 
his secrets (k). 

Interrogatories tending to establish the fact of infringement are 
allowable©. 

449 - The granting of an order for inspection is in the discretion 
of the court (n), and the court requires that a priwd facie case of 
infringement shall first be made out (o). Sometimes the inspection 
is limited to scientific witnesses, who are required to refrain from 
disclosing any secrets which do not affect the question of infringe- 
ment (p). A plaintiff may be allowed to take samples for analysis 
from the defendant’s goods in order to test identity of composition 
of such goods and the patentee’s goods (g). Mutual inspection by 
the parties may be ordered (r). 

(v.) Hearing and Eiidence» 

450 . Infringement actions are tried without a jury, unless the 
court otherwise directs (s). If the action is commenced in the 
Chancery Division, a jury cannot be obtained (f). 

The court may, and on the request of either party must, call in 
the aid of an assessor specially qualified and try the case wholly or 
partially with his assistance (u). The court may also refer the 
matter to a referee, for the purpose of having experiments performed 
for the benefit of the court (a). 

When a plaintiff is bringing a number of actions on the same 
patent against a number of defendants, the several actions may be 
consolidated, on the application of the defendants, so as to enable 


(k) Benard v. Levinstein (1864), 10 L. T. 94. 

(/) Bovill v. Smith (1866), L. R. 2 Eq. 469 ; Swinhome v. Nelson (1853), 
16 Beav. 416; and see title Discovery, Inspection, and Interroga- 
tories, Vol. XI., p. 94, note (ti). 

(n) Patents and Designs Act, J 907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 34 ; and R. S. C., 
Ord. 63a, r. 18 ; McDougall Bro hers v. Partington (2) (1890), 7 R. P. C. 
361, 367 ; see title Discovert, Inspection, and Interrogatories, 
Vol. XI., pp. 67 et seq. An application for inspection may be made on 
motion to the court, or by summons, and supported by evidence on 
affidavit. 

(o) Bovill V. Moore (1816), 2 Coop, temp, Cott. 66; Bailey v. Eynock 
(1874), L. R. 19 Eq. 90 ; Cheetham v. Oldham (1888), 6 R. P. C. 617. 

(p) Flower v. Lloyd, [1876J W. N. 169 ; Swan v. Edlin- Sinclair Tyre Co, 
(1903), 20 R. P. C. 436. 

{q) Patent Type Founding Co, v. Walter (1860), 8 W. R. 353. 

(r) Davenport v. Jepson (1862), 1 New Rep. 307 ; Qerm Milling Co, v. 
Robinson (1885), 3 R. F. C. 11. 

(«) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 31 (1). 

(t) Warner Y, Murdoch, Murdoch v. Warner (1877), 4 Ch. D. 760, C. A. 
An infringement action in the King’s Bench Division is not usually tried 
with a jury, unless there is an allegation of fraud (Lucas (Joseph), Ltd, v. 
Miller d? Co,, Ltd, (1900), 17 R. P. C. 166, C. A.) or a libel is involved 
Appleby* 8 (Alfred) Twin Boiler Chain, Ltd, v. Eadie (Albert) Chain, Lid, 
(1899), 16 R. P. C. 318). 

(u) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 31 (1) ; Eattwsley 
db Sons V. Hodgson (1903), 20 R. P. C. 691 ; (1904), 21 R. P. C. 617, C. A. ; 
(1906), 22 R. P. C. 229, C. A. 

(a) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 66; Badxsche A^tn 
nnd Soda Fabrik v. Levinstein (1883), 24 Ch. D. 166 ; EdUon and Swan 
Elecirie Light Co, y, Holland (1888), 6 R. P. C. 469; Moors v. Benn^ 
(1884), 1 R. P. C. 129; North BrUish Rubber Co, v. Mackintosh 4b Oo* 
(1894), 11 R. P. C. 477. 
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issues common to all the actions (for example, validity) to be tried 
in one action (lO- 

451 . The evidence must be given orally upon oath or affirma* 
tion (c). A patentee who has assigned the whole of his interest is 
a competent witness for the assignee (tZ). A licensee is also a 
competent witness. 

• In actions for the infringement of patents the evidence of expert 
witnesses is usually very important (c). Expert evidence is admis- 
sible to explain in what ways an invention has been used by an 
alleged infringer, to explain such differences as exist between an 
invention and the alleged infringement, or to explain technical 
terms and what are or are not mechanical equivalents, and to 
describe how machines work, at the same time pointing out 
what is new and old in the patentee’s specification. Evidence 
may also be given as to whether the features claimed by the 
patentee as his invention are to be found in the defendant’s 
machines (/). An expert may be asked what difficulties, if any, a 
patentee has solved ; but he may not say whether there is “ subject- 
matter ” in an alleged invention, nor give his opinion on whether 
there is infringement, for these are matters for the court and jury 
respectively. 

A plaintiff must prove his patent and his specification unless 
tliese are admitted (<7), and must prove the fact of infringement by 
showing that the defendant has made, sold, or used the manufacture, 
articles, or process, as the case may be. 

452 . When want of novelty has been pleaded, the plaintiff must 
give primd facie evidence that his invention is new (h) ; and, after 
such evidence has been given, the burden of proof that the inven- 
tion is not novel by reason of prior publication or prior user is on 
the defendant. 

On the issue of subject-matter, the plaintiff must put his specifi- 
cation in evidence, that the judge may see its terms and determine 
the ambit of its claims. When the specification has already been 
construed by a court, the construction put upon it is adopted by 
another court of equal authority, provided the construction is not 
dependent on matters external to the specification itself, or, if 
there are such external facts, provided that they are not materially 
different from those before the previous court (t). 

Models may be put in by way of evidence in the same way as, and 
under the conditions which regulate the admif>sion of, documents (j), 

(b) K. S. C., Ord. 49, r. 8 ; Amoe v. Chadwick, Bobinson v. Chadwick, 
Smith V. Chadwick, (1876), 4 Ch. D. 869 ; Edison-BcU Phonograph Corpora* 
tion V. Smith (1894), 11 R. P. C. 148, 389, C. A. ; and see Yearly Practice 
of the Supreme Court, 1912, pp. 698, 699. 

(c) See title Evidence, Voi. XIII., pp. 690 et $eq. 

(d) Bloxam v. Elaec (1826), 1 C. & P. 668, 663. 

(e) On the functions of an expert witness, see Brooks v. Steele and 
Currie (1896), 14 R, P. C. 46, per Lindlet, L.J., at p. 73; and see title 
Evidence, Vol. XIII., pp. 437, note (A;), 480 — 482. 

(/) Seed v. Higgins (1860), 8 H. L. Cas. 660. 

(tf) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), ss. 14 (1), 79. 

(A) Turner v. WinUr (1787), 1 Web. Pat. Cas. 77, 81. 

ii) National OpalUe Glared Brick and Tile Co, v. Qi^nd Hotel, Birmingham 
(1901), 18 R. P. C. 249; Ehrlich v. IMee (1888), 5 R. P. C. 437, 449, C. A, 

(;) As todooumentaiy evidence generally, see title Evidence, Vol. Xlll.i 
pp. 510 etseq. 
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453 . In default of appearance by a defendant, the plaintiff may 
on motion obtain judgment, upon formally proving his title and the 
fact of infringement {k). 

(vi.) Belief, 

(a) Damages or Account of Profits, 

464 . A plaintiff who succeeds in upholding the validity of his 
patent, and who proves infringement, maybe entitled, at his option, 
either to an account of profits or to damages; but he is not 
entitled to both against tbe same defendant (Z). By taking an 
account of profits he condones the infringement A plaintiff 
may, however, have an account of profits against one defendant and 
damages against another defendant in the same action (n). 

The measure of damages is the loss actually suffered by tbe 
plaintiff, and not the profit made by the infringer. The loss must 
be the natural and direct consequence of the defendant's acts(o). 
In calculating the damages, the loss of profit owing to competition 
may be considered (p); and in computing the damages due to competi- 
tion, the plaintiff’s establishment charges may be taken into considera- 
tion {q). Sometimes the amount may be fixed by considering what 
the defendant would have had to pay in royalties on his sales (r). 

456 . Innocent infringers of patents granted after the 1st January, 
1908, can now obtain relief from damages (s). The burden of proving 
innocence is on the infringer, as he iaprimd facie liable for damages. 

456 . In an inquiry as to damages, a defendant must give full 
information regarding the number of infringing articles he has 
sold, and the names and addresses of purchasers (f). 

On electing to have an account of profits, a plaintiff may require 
the defendant to file a complete affidavit showing how many 
infringing articles he has made or sold(u). The defendant may 

(A;) Pneumatic Tyre Co, v. Chisholm & Co. (1896), 13 R. P. C. 488; 
Edison United Phonograph Co, v. Young (1894), 11 R. P. C. 489 ; see title 
Judgments and Orders, Vol. XVIII., pp. 185 et seq. 

(1) Neilson v. BeUs (1871), L. R. 6 ILL. 1, 22 ; De Vitre v. Betts (1873), 
L. R. 6 H. L. 319. 

{m) Neilson v. BeUs, supra. 

(n) Booth Y, Tootal, Broadhurst Lee Co. (1894), HR. P. C. 175; Penn 
v. Bibby, Penn v. Jack, Penn v. Femie (1866), L. R. 3 Eq. 308. 

(o) United Horse Shoe and Natl Co, v. Stewart ds Co, (1888), 5 R. P. C. 
260, 268 ; 13 App. Gas. 401 ; and see Meters, Ltd, v. Metropolitan Gas 
MeUrs, Ltd. (1911), 28 R. P. C. 167, C. A. ; 104 L T. 113 ; Clement Talbot, 
Ltd, Y, Wilson (1909), 26 R. P. C. 467; and see, generaUy title Damage*^, 
Vol. X., pp. 310 et seq. 

ip) British United Shoe Machinery Co,, Ltd. y, Fussell <9 Sons, Ltd, 
(1910), 27 R. P. C. 206. 

iq) Leeds Forge Co, y, Deighton*s Faient Flue Co, (1907), 25 R. P. C. 209. 

(r) English and American Machinery Co, v. Union Boot and Shoe Machine 
Co, (1895), 13 R. P. C. 64 ; British Motor Syndicate v. Taylor (John) & Sons 
(1900), 17 R. P. C. 723, C. A. ; American Braided Wire Co, Y, Thomson 
dt Co, (1890), 7 R. P. C. 162. 

(s) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 33. 

(t) American Braidm Wire Co, y, Thompson <& Co, (1888), 6 R. P. C# 
376 ; Saccharin Corporation Y, Chemicals and Druqs Co, (1900), 17 R. P. G. 
612, C. A. A statement of any offer made by the defendant to agree a 
certaiu sum as damages and refused by the pfaintiff may be ordered to be 
inserted in the order directing the inquiry (British Vamum Co,, Ltd, v. 
EsAon Eotds Co,^Ltd, (1908), 26 R. P. C. 617, 630). 

(u) Murray y. Clayton (1872), L. R. 16 Eq. 116; Saccharin Corporation 
Y, Chemicals and Drugs Co,, supra* 
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also be interrogated, and compelled to produce his books (a). The 
amount due on an account of profits is a debt provable in the 
bankruptcy of the defendant (b). 

(b) Injunction, 

467. On the principle that a person who has already infringed 
a patent will be likely, unless restrained, to continue to infringe, a 
successful plaintiff in an action for infringement may obtain an 
injunction against the defendant (c). Actual infringement is not 
necessary ; a threat to infringe, or an obvious deliberate intention 
to infringe, by a defendant entitles a plaintiff to an injunction {d). 
Where there are many infringers of the same patent a patentee 
should not commence a large number of actions and apply for 
injunctions in each case ; he should take proceedings against one, 
and inform the others what he is doing (e). 

A person who commits a breach of an injunction or who knowingly 
aids and abets another in doing so is guilty of contempt of court ( /). 

(c) Delivery up or Destruction of Infringing Articles. 

468. A successful plaintiff may obtain an order of the court for 
delivery up or destruction of all infringing articles within his control 
or possession (^), unless such an order would be unreasonable Qi), 

(d) Certificate of Validity. 

459. In an action for infringement in which the validity of a 
patent has been upheld, the court may certify that the validity of 
the patent came in question (i). The certificate should be applied 
for by the plaintiff at the close of the trial. For the prevention of 
collusion between parties, and for the protection of the public, the 
judge is bound not to grant a certificate, unless validity has in fact 
been proved to his satisfaction (k). When the defendant does not 

(а) Saxhy v. Easterhrooh (1872), L. R. 7 Exch. 207. 

(б) Watson v. Bolliday (1882), 20 Ch. D. 780. 

(c) See, generally title Injunction, Vol. XVII., pp. 206 et seq. 

id) Frearson v. Loe (1878), 9 Ch. D 48, 66; Dowling v. BilUngton 
(1890) 7 R. P. C. 191, C. A. ; Shoe Machinery Co. v. Outlnn (1895), 12 
R. P. C. 342 ; British United Shoe Machinery Co. v. Collier {Simon), 
Ltd. (1909), 26 R. P. C. 21, 534, C. A. ; (1910). 27 R. P. C. 567, H. L. ; 
Adair v. Young (1879), 12 Ch. D. 13, C. A. 

(e) Bovill V. Crate (1865), L. R. 1 Eq. 388. An interim injunction is 
rarely granted in cases where the patent has not been established (Trou^ner 
V. Patmore (1911), 29 R. P. C. 60). 

(/) Dick V. Haslam (1891), 8 R. P. C. 196 ; Inccmdesoent Qas Light Co. v. 
Slitce (1900), 17 R. P. C. 173, C. A.; and see titles Contempt of Court, 
Attachment and Committal, Vol. VII., pp. 306 et seq.; Injunction, 
Vol. XVII., pp. 291 et sea. 

(q) Plimpton v. Malcotmson (1876), 3 Ch. D. 631 ; Vavasseur ▼. Krupp 
(1878), 9 Cn. D. 351, 360. The alternative order should be asked for at 
the trial ; the option cannot be exercised on a subsequent motion to vary 
the minutes of the order (British Westingh^use Electric amd Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. V. Electrical Co., Ltd. (1911), 28 R. P. C. 617, 632 ; 66 SoL Jo. 689). 

(h) SiddeU v. Vickers, Sons df Co, (1887), 6 R. P. C. 81, 101 ; Automatic 
Weighing Machine Co. v. Fearby (1893), 10 R. P. C. 442; United Telephone 
Co, V. London and Globe Telephone and Maintenance Co. (1884), 26 Ch. D. 766. 

(t) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 £dw. 7, c. 29), s. 35. A second 
eertificate may be granted where further grounds of objection are raised 
in a subsequent action against a patent the validity of which has been 
certified (Flow Oxidising Co,, ltd, y. Hutchinson (1909), 26 R. P. C. 697). 

{k) Stocker v. Bodqers (1843), 1 Car. 6c Kir. 99 ; Peroni v. Hudson (1884), 

1 R. P. C. 261 ; Gail v. O'NeiU and Brown (1909), 27 R. P. C. 18. ’ 
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appear, or when an action is settled during the progress of the trial, 
pnmd facie evidence of validity may be given, and if the judge is 
satistied a certificate is usually granted (/). No appeal lies from 
the decision of a judge on tlie question of the grant of or the refusal 
to gnint a certificate (wi). 

When a certificate of validity has been obtained, no further 
certificate need be sought in any subsequent action on the same 
patent (?i), unless the patent has been amended since the grant of 
the certificate (o). 

460 . The effect of obtaining a certificate is that, in any subse- 
quent action for infringement of the patent, the plaintiff, if suc- 
cessful, may, unless the court otherwise directs, obtain his full costs as 
between solicitor and client ( p). It is for the defendant to show that 
he should not pay solicitor and client costs under this provision (q). 

(e) He vocation, 

461. When a defendant, who has counterclaimed for revocation, 
proves successful in an action against him for infringement, the 
court may revoke the patent (/). Wliere, however, the court holds 
the patent invalid on some ground tint adniiL-i of removal by 
amendment of the specification, the court may, instead of revoking 
the patent, order the amendment required (s). 

(vii.) Coats. 

462 . The costs of an action for infringement are in the discretion 
of the judge before whom the action is tried (0« It is important 
at the conclusion of the trial to ask for a certificate that the par- 
ticulars of breaches, or the particulars of objections, as the case 
may be, wore reasonable and proper, as no co^ts are allowed on 
taxation in respect of any particulars not so certified (w). The costs 

{1) Uaydock v. Bradbury (1886), 4 li. P. C. 74; Chadbum's {Ship) Tele* 
graph Co. v. liobinaon (1905), 22 R. P. C. 408; Edison United Phono* 
graph Co. v. Young (1894), 11 R. P. C. 489; Brooks Co. v. Lycett (1903), 
20 R. P. C. 390 ; Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Co. v. Churchill dk Co. 
(1905), 22 R. P. C. 367 ; see' also Delta Metal Co.\. Maxim Nordcnfelf Ouns 
and Ammunition Co. (1891), 8 R. P. C. 248 ; Claughten v. FoUer (1903), 21 
R. P. C. 17 ; Morris and Bastert v. Young (1895), 12 R. P. C. 465, 
H. L. ; Ferguson Superheaters, Lid, v. As/cern Coal and Iron Go., Lid. 
(1912), 29 R. P. C. 431 

(m) Haslam Co. v. UaJl (1888), 6 R P. C. 144, C. A. 

(n) Edison and Swan Electric Light Go. v. Holland (1889), 6 R. P. C. 
243, C. A. 

(o) Brooks db Go. v. Bendall, Undeiwood db Go. (1906), 24 R. P. C. 17. 

(p) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o 29), s. 36; and see the 
text, infra. 

{q) Automatic Weighing Machine Co. v. National Exhibitions Association 
(1891), 8 R. P. C. 345; United Telephone v. Paterson (1889), 6 R. P. C. 
142; see also Saccharin Corjioration v. Dawson (1902), 19 R. P. C. 166, 
173; Proctor v. Sutton Lodge Ch mical Go. (1888), 6 R. P. C. 184. 

(r) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 32; and see 
p. 219, ante. For conditions under which revocation may be obtained, 
see pp. 206 et seq., ante. 

(*») See also pp. 172, note (q), 208, ante; Patents and Designs Act, 
1907 (9 Edw. 7. c. 29). s. 22. 

it) R. S. C., Ord. 65, r. 1; and see titles Pkactice and Procedure; 
Solicitors. 

(«) R. S. C., Ord. 63a, r. 22 : see also Boweliffe v. Morris (1886), 3 R. P. 0. 
145;^ Duckett db Son v. Sankey db Son (1899), 16 R. P. C. 357; BntM, 
Foreign cmd Colonial Autom^itic Light Controlling Go., Ltd. v. Metropolitan 
Oas Meters, Lid. (1912), 29 R. P. C. 303; [1912J2Ch. 82. As to taxation 
of costs generally, see title Solicitors. 

B.h. — XXII. ^ 


Sect. 10. 
Legal Pro- 
ceedings. 


Effect of 
certificate of 
validity. 


Revocation 
of patent. 


Costs. 




936 


Patents and Inventions. 


RW3T. 10. of witnesses attending in respect of any alleged breach are not 
Legal Pro- allowed, unless the particulars of such breach are certified (a), 
ceedings. A plaintiff who succeeds in an action in which he has been able to 
Piaiiitifl’a plead the possession of a certificate that the validity of the patent 

ooBts. in suit had been called in question in a previous action for infringe- 

ment, is entitled to have his full costs as between solicitor and 
client, unless the court otherwise directs (b). A plaintiff whose 
conduct is oppresfsive may be deprived of his costs even though he 
is successful in the action (c). A plaintiff may discontinue after the 
defence has been delivered by leave of the court, upon such terms 
as to costs as the court may direct (d ) . 

Costs on Where one party is successful on some issues and the other 

several issues, party is successful on others, the costs should be apportioned (e). 

Provided the issues have been kept quite distinct, the costs are 
apportioned where one party has succeeded on the issue of 
invalidity and failed on the issue of infringement (/). 
s^ial The directors of a limited company whose servants have infringed 

allowances. ^ patent are personally liable for the costs (/z). 

When it is necessary to have scientific evidence proper fees paid 
to experts who have been called as witnesses will be allowed ; but 
the fees of experts who are not witnesses but merely advise counsel 
are not allowed, unless a special order of the court to that effect is 
obtained (h). Costs on the higher scale are only allowed in cases 
of great difficulty (i). 

(rt) Uonihall v. Bloomer (1854), 10 £xch. 638 ; Longhottom v. Shaw 
(1889). 6 R. P. C. 610. 

(6) Patents and Designs Act, 1007 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 36 ; see p. 225, 
ante; and see Flour Ojidlsing Co,, Lid. v. Hutchinson (1909), 26 R. P. C. 
597. This provision does not apply to counterclaims {British Vacuum 
Cleaner Co,, Ltd, v. London and South Western Bail. Co. (1910), 27 R. P. C. 
649, 670). 

(c) Nunn v. D' Albuquerque (1865), 34 Beav. 696; andseeG^iZl v. Philips 
& Son, Ltd. (1911), 29 R. P. C. 397; R. S. 0., Ord. 26, r. 1. 

(d) Wilcox and Oibbs* Sewing Machine Co. v. Janes Brothers (1897), 14 
R. P. C. 623; Brooks Co. v. Lyceit (1902), 19 R. P. C. 166. As to 
costs in cases where a counterclaim for the revocation of the patent is not 
proceeded with, see Babcock and Wilcox, Ltd. v. Water Tube Boiler and 
Engineering Co. (1910), 27 R. P. C. 626. 

(e) Badische Anilin und Soda Fabrik v. Levinstein (1885), 29 Ch. D. 
366, 418, C. A. ; compare Vidal Dyes Syndicate, Ltd. v. Levinstein, Ltd. 
(1912), 29 R. P. C. 245, C. A. ; and see Osram Lamp Works, Lid. v. ‘'Z** 
Electric Lamp Manufacturing Co., Lid. (1912), 29 R. P. C. 401, 429; 
True and Variable Electrio Lamp Syndicate v. Bryant Trading Syndicate 
(1908), 26 R. P. C. 461; Crosinwatte Fire Bar Syndicate, Ltd. v. Senior 
(1909), 26 R. P. C. 713, 733. 

if) Phillips V. Ivel Cycle Co, (1890), 7 R. P. C. 77, 85 ; Cassel Cold 
Extracting Co. v. Cyanide Gold Becovery Syndicate (1894), HR. P. C. 638 ; 
(1896), 12 R. P. G. 232, 268, C. A. ; Sunlight Incandescent Gas Light Co. v. 
Incandescent Gas Light Co. (1897), 14 R. P. C. 767 ; Dunlop Pneumatic 
Tyre v. Wapshare Tube Co. (1900), 17 R. P. C. 433 ; Kaye v. Chubb <St Sons 
(1887), 4 R. P. C. 289, 300 ; Haskell Golf Ball Co. v. Hutchison (1906), 23 
R. P. C. 126. 

{g) Betts V. De VUre (1868), 3 Ch. App. 429, 441 ; Spencer v. Aneoais 
Vale Buhber Co. (1888), 6 R. P. C. 46, C. A. 

(ft) Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Co. v. Ingersoll Sergeant Drill Co. (1908), 
26 B. P. C. 674. 

(i) Qadd and Mason v. Manchester Corporation (1892), 0 R. P. C. 616, 
C. A. Three counsel may sometimes be allowed. The court will only 
ICive the costs of shorthand notes in exceptional circumstances, but it it 
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It is not usual for a stay upon a judgment to be granted ; but 
sometimes when the matter is of great importance to the defendants 
a stay pending appeal is allowed, terms being usually imposed that 
the defendant shall keep an account and proceed with his appeal 
without delay (k). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — In respect of Threats of Legal Proceedings, 

463. Where any person (Z), claiming to be the patentee of an 
invention, by circulars (m), advertisements, or otherwise («), 
threatens (o) any other person with legal proceedings or liability 
in respect of any alle<:ed infringement of the patent, any person 
aggrieved thereby may bring an action against him and may obtain 
an injunction against the continuance of such threats, and may 


usual for the parties to agree that the costs shall be costs in the cause, or 
to make some other mutually acceptable arrangements ; see Dunlop 
Pneumatic Tyre Co. v. Wapshare Tube Co. (1900), 17 R. P. C, 433; Brad- 
ford Dyers' Association v. Bury (1901), 19 R. P. C. 126; Osram Lamp 
Works, Ltd. v. “ Z ’* Electric Lamp Manufacturing Co., Lid. (1912), 29 
R. P. C. 401, 429 ; compare Wilson v. Wdson Brothers Bobbin Co., Ltd. 
(1911), 28 R. P.C. 741,744; and see British Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. v. Braulih (1910), 27 R. P. C. 209, 233, C. A. 

(k) Hocking db Co. v. Fraser <& Co. (1886), 3 R. P. C. 3, 7 ; Forth British 
Bubber Co. v. Mackintosh dt Co. (1894), 11 R. P. C. 477; Proctor y. Dennis 
(1887), 4 R. P. C. 333, 363, C. A.; Osram Lamp Works, Ltd. v. “Z** 
ElecUic Lamp Manufacturmg Co., Ltd., supra, at p. 430. 

(l) A person who has been restrained from publishing threats does not 
break the injunction by subsequently bringing an action for infringement 
(Beven v. Welsbach Incandescent Gas Light Vo., Lid (1902), 20 R. P. C. 69), 
nor by subsequently issuing threatening circulars in the capacity of agent 
for a third person {Ellam v. Martyn <& Vo. (1898), 16 R. P. C. 28). 

(m) For exanmle of threats by circular, see Cars y. Bland Light Syndicate, 
Ltd. (1910), 28 R. P. C. 33. An interlocutory motion to restiain the issue 
of circulars may be refused or ordered to stand over until alter the trial of 
the action for infringement (Household v. Fairbum (1884), 1 R. P. C. 109 ; 
Barnett y. Barrett's Screw Stopper Bottling Co. (1884), 1 R. P. C. 9 ; Sharp 
V. Brauer (1886), 3 R. P. C. 193), or on an undertaking to prosecute the 
action for infringement with due diligence (Mackie v. Soho Laundry Supply 
Co (1892), 9 R. P. C. 466). For form of order staying a “threats action 
where the defendant offers an undertaking to commence an action for 
infiingement, see WrightsonY. Taylor, Maddox db Co. (1907), 24 R. P. C. 347. 

(n) The words “ or otherwise ” are not to be confined to threats ejusdem 
generis with “ circulars or advertisements,’* but cover letters written in 
answer to inquiries (Skinner db Co. v. Shew ds Co., [1893] 1 Ch. 413, C. A.), 
or written without prejudice (Kurtz v. Spence (1887), 6 R. P. C. 161), or 
written by a solicitor (Engels v. Hubert Unchangeable Eyelet Syndicate, Ltd. 
(1902), 19 R. P. C. 201, following Barrett v. Day (1890), 7 R. P. C. 64; 
Driffield and East Biding Pure Linseed Cake Co. v. Waterloo Mills Cake and 
Warehousing Co. (1886), 31 Ch. D. 638 ; Combined Weighing and Advertising 
Co. Y. Automatic Weighing Machine Co. (1889), 42 Ch. D. 666, approved 
in Skinner Co. v. 8)iew db Co., supra) ; but a mere general warning is not 
a threat (Crowther y. United Flexible Metallic Tubing Co., Ltd. (1906), 
22 R. P. C. 649 ; and see Challender v. BwU (1887), 36 Ch. D. 426, C. A., 
discussed in Johnson v. Edge (1892), 9 R. P. C. 142, C. A.). 

(o) It is not necessary that the letter should refer specifically to any 
patent, in order to constitute a threat (Douglass v. Pintsih's Patent Lighting 
Co., [1897] 1 Ch. 176). The threat must refer to some actual infringement 
on which an action for infringement may be founded {WiUou^hby v. Taylor 
(1893), 11 R. P. C. 45), or may refer to an intended infiingement if the 
infringement when carried out would amount to an actual infringement 
(Johnson Y. Edge, supra, per Lindley, L.J., at p. 148), but it need not bo 
made to the person bringing the action to restrain (Johnson y. Edge, 
supra). 


6m. 10. 
Legal Fro- 
oeediiiga. 

stay. 



Patents and Inventions. 


Sect. 10, recover such damage, if any, as he has sustained thereby, if the 
Legal Pro- alleged infringement to which the threats related was not in fact an 
ce eding s. infrinuoment of any legal rights of the person making the threats (p). 

But no action will lie if the person (^) making the threats with due 
diligence commences and prosecutes an action for infringement of 
his patent (r). 


(p) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 36. The section 
confers an entirely new right in which malice is not an issue between the 
parties ; the plaintiff is rdieved from establishing malice as he had to do 
m the old common law action {Craig v. Dowding (1908), 25 R. P. C. 269, 
C. A., per Cozens-Hardy, M.R., at p. 262; 98 L. T. 291). Express 
malice must be proved to obtain under the common law an interlocutory 
injunction to restrain threats (Parnell v. Dredge (1896), 13 R P. C. 392, 
following Halsey v. Brotherhood (1880), 15 Ch. D. 614 ; Bonnard v. Pen'y- 
man, [1891] 2 Ch. 269, C. A.). The plaintiff in an action to restrain threats 
may, if the validity of the patent is asserted in the defence, join issue in 
reply {Dowson, Taylor Co, v. Drosophone Co. (1895), 12 R. P. C. 96, 
C. A.). 

(j) A person simply entitled to the benefit of an agreement for the 
assignment of a patent is not within the proviso of the section by reason of 
the fact that the patentee has commenced an action for infringement 
Kensington and Knightshridge Electric Lighting Co, v. Lame Fox Electrical 
Co., [1891] 2 Ch. 673). 

(r) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 36. Due diligence 
applies to the word “prosecute” as well as to “commence” (Voelker 
Incandescent Mantle, Ltd. v. Welshach Incandescent Oas Light Co., Ltd, 
(1901), 18 R. P. C. 494), but the date from which an action must be pro- 
ceeded with with due diligence is the date of the threat and not of the act 
done against which the threat is directed (Uaskell Golf Ball Co. v. Hutchinson 
(1904), 21 R. P. C. 497, following Chnllender v. Boyle (1887), 36 Ch. D. 
425, C. A,). To come within the proviso it is not necessary that the action 
should be commenced after the action to restrain threats (Barrett v. Day 
(1890), 7 R. P. C. 64) ; the action for infringement may be commenced 
before the threats are made (Berliner v. Edison Bell Consolidated Phono- 
graph Co., Ltd. (1899), 16 R. P. C. 336 ; and see Dunlop Pneumatic Tyre 
Co., Ltd. V. New Seddon Pneumatic Tyre Co., Ltd. (1897), 14 R. P. C. 332, 
C. A.). An action for infringement is none the less proceeded with with due 
diligence because it is subsequently abandoned (Peck v. Hind€8,Ltd. (1898), 
16 K. P. C. 113 ; Temler v. Stevenson & Sons (1897), 15 R. P. C. 24 ; Colley 
V. Hart (1890), 7 R. P. C. 101 ; English and American Machinery Co. v. 
Qare Machine Co. (1894), 11 R. P. C. 627), or because it is dismissed by the 
court (Colley v. Hart, sunra), or because delay is caused by the patentee's 
endeavour to combine nis action for infringement with the action for 
threats by counterclaim (Colley v. Hart, supra) : an action for infringement 
must be brought with reference to infringements of the same and not of a 
differenct character (Combined Weighing and Advertising Co. v. Automatic 
Weighing Machine Co. (1889), 42 Ch. D. 665, 671), but an action for 
infringement is within the proviso if brought against a person who although 
he has not been threatened is using the mlegeu infringement (“Z” Electric 
Larnp Mnnufaciurina Co., Ltd. v. Osram Lamp Works, Ltd. (1911), 28 
R. F. C. 479), and although the particulars of breaches do not specify all 
the articles in connection with which the threats are made (Lycett Saddle 
Co,,^ Ltd. V. Brooks dk Co., Lid. (1904), 21 R. P. C. 666). An action for 
infrmgement on an amended specification is in substance an action for 
infringement within the proviso, although an application to amend the 
specification is pending, and the statement of claim in the infringement 
action asks for leave to put the amended specification in evidence (Hall v. 
Stepney Svare Motor Wheel, Ltd. (1910), 27 R. P. C. 233 ; and see S. C., 
[1911] 1 Oil. 514). A threat of an action for infringement may be a “ satis* 
factory refwon ” within the Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
c. 29), 8. 27 (2), for refusing to revoke a patent (Be Taylor* a Patent, \ 1912 \ 
1 Ch. 636) ; see note (k), p. 209, ante. As to proceedings for infringe- 
ment, see pp. 210 et seg., ante. 
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Secjt. 11. — International and Colonial ArrangementB* Bmyt , il. 

464. A person who has applied for protection for an invention 
in a foreign State (a), of which the Government has made arrange- 

ments with the Crown for mutual protection of inventions, is entitled Colonial 

to a patent for his invention in priority to other applicants (6). AnWce* 
The patent will bear the same date as tlie date of the application ments. 
in the foreign State (c), if the application in this country is made inventive 
within twelve months from the first application for protection in patented 
the foreign State (d), but the grantee of such a patent is not abroad, 
entitled to recover damages for infringements happening prior to 
the actual date on which his complete specification is accepted in 
this country (c). 

465. The application for such a patent must be made in the Mode of 
same manner as an ordinary application (/), but it must be application, 
accompanied by a complete specification (q ) ; it must contain a 
statutory declaration that foreign application has been made for 
protection of the invention ; it must specify all the foreign States 

or British possessions in which, and the official date or dates at 
which, any such application has been made, and it must be 
signed by the person or persons by whom such application was 
made (h). 

Further, a copy or copies of the specification or specifications Documents 
and drawings or documents filed or deposited by the applicant in 
the Patent Office of the foreign State or British possession must 
be left with the application, or within such further time (i) not 
exceeding three months as the Comptroller may allow ; and such 
copy or copies must be certified or otherwise verified to the 
Comptroller’s satisfaction (h). If any document is in a foreign 


(0) As to the foreign States affected by this provision, see note (y), 
p. 230, post. 

(b) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c 29), s. 91 (1). “Person “ 
includes corporation (JRe Carez's Application for a Patent (1889), 6 R. P. C. 
652 ; JRe SociiU Anonyme du Gendrateur du Templets Application for a 
Patent (1896), 13 R. P. 0. 54, 66). As to the right to oppose such applica- 
tion and the grounds of opposition, see 29 R. P. C. Appendix, 1912 (a.). 

(c) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 83, The payment of renewal fees etc. is 
reckoned from this date. The dates of both the foreign and the British 
application are to bo entered in the Remster; see p. 179, ante. 

(d) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 91 (1). A foreign 
patentee may obtain a patent in this country in the ordinary way without 
availing himself of the privileges of this provision (British Tanning Co. 
V. Qroth (1891), 8 R. P. C. 113 ; 60 L. J. (CH.) 235; Acetylene Illuminating 
Co. V. United Alkali Co. (1902), 19 R. P. C. 213; [1902] 1 Ch. 494); and 
see p. 129. ante. 

(e) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 91 (1). 

(/) Ibid., s. 91 (3). 

(g) Ibid. 

(h) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 16. If the original signatory is dead, the 
application must be signed by his legal representative. The patent is 
only granted to the person who has actually sought protection in the 
foreign country (R« Shallenberqer^s ^plication for a ?afcn<(1889), 6R.P.C. 
660 ; Be Carez's Application for a Patent (1889), 6 R. P. C. 662). 

(1) Application for such extension must be made on Patents Form No. 6 
(fee £2 for each month of extension) (Patents Rules, 1908, r. 161. 

(k) Ibid. “ Primd fade the foreign specification should be considered 
and examined on precisely the same principles as an English patent ** 
(ruling of the Comptroller-General, reported in the 27 R. P. C. Appendix 
(1910 b) ). 
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language it must be accompanied by a translation verified to the 
Comptroller’s satisfaction (Z). 

If the complete specification is not accepted within twelve 
months, it and the drawings become open to public inspection (m). 

466. A patent granted under any international or colonial 
arrangement is not invalidated by the publication of a descrip- 
tion, or by the use of the invention in this country, during the 
twelve months in which the application may be made (n). 

The above provisions (o) for mutual protection of inventions 
apply only to those foreign States to which they are declared to be 
applicable by Orders in Council (p) ; and where a colonial legislature 
has made satisfactory provisions for the protection of inventions 
patented in this country, an Order in Council may be issued applying 
the provisions to that colony with any variations or additions stated 
in the Order (5^). 

Sect. 12 . — Patent Agents. 

Sttb-Seot. 1. — Register. 

467. A Begisier of Patent Agents is kept by the Chartered 
Institute of Patent Agents (r), containing a list of all agents 
registered, their names in full, tlieir addresses, the dates of their 
registration, and any other additions which the council of the 
Institute may consider worthy of mention (s). Printed copies are 
published annually by the Institute, and such copies are evidence 
of the contents of the Register (0* 

The Register is kept by a Registrar appointed by the Institute (u), 
whose duty it is to make such corrections and alterations in the 
Register as are ordered by the rules (a), or by the Institute (h), or by 
the Board of Trade (c) ; and the Board of Trade hears appeals from 
decisions of the Registrar or the Institute (d). 

Sub-Seot. 2. — Who may Act. 

468. A patent agent is defined to be an agent for obtaining 

(l) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 16. 

(m) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 91 (3). 

(n) Ibid., s. 91 (2). 

( 0 ) See the text, supra. 

ip) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 91 (4). 

ig) Ibid., R. 91 (6). An International Convention for the Protection of 
Indnstrial Property exists between Belgium, Brazil, Denmark with Faroe 
Islands, France with Algeria and colonies, Great Britain with New 
Zealand and Queensland, Italy, Japan, Netherlands with Dutch East 
Indies, Surinam and Cura 9 oa, Norway, Portugal with the Azores and 
Madeira, Santo Domingo, Servia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunis, and 
the United States of America. Similar arrangements for the mutual pro- 
tection of inventions have been made between Great Britain and each of the 
following States and colonies : — Honduras, Mexico, Paraguay, Tasmania, 
Uruguay, Western Australia ; see Instructions to Applicants, pp. 7, 8. 

(r) The Register is kept pursuant to rules made by the Board of Trade 
by virtue of S>id., s. 86 (1) (Register of Patent Agents Rules, 1908, Stat. 
R. & 0., 1907, p. 856 ; see Parent Agents (Institute) v. Lockwood^ [1894] 
A. C. 347). 

(s) Register of Patent Agents Rules, 1908, r. 3. 

(t) Ibid., Y. 4. 

(u) Ibid., r. 5. 

(a) Ibid., IT. 11— 16. 

(b) Ibid., rr. 14, 20. 

(e) Ibid., rr. 6. 14, 16—19, 

(4) Ibid., n. 21—27, 
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patents in the United Kingdom (c), and no person is entitled to Sbot» i«. 
describe himself as a patent agent, whether by advertisement, by Patent 
description on his place of business, by any document issued by him, A gent s, 
or otherwise, unless he is registered as a patent agent (/). 


Only persons qualified in one of the following two ways may be Quaiificntions 
registered : — (1) persons who prove to the satisfaction of the Board 
of Trade that they were bond fide practising as patent agents before ^ 
the 24th December, 1888 (g) ; (2) persons who have passed the 
examination or examinations prescribed by the Board of Trade Qi) 
and regulated by the Institute (i)- The successful candidate receives 
a certificate ( /) from the Institute, and on presenting this to the 
liegistrar (/r)is entitle<I to be registered as a patent agent (Z). 

469. The Comptroller must refuse to recognise as agent any Persons wha 
person who neither resides nor has a place of business in the 

United Kingdom or the Isle of Man (in) ; and may refuse to rocog- recos?niscd 
nise as agent, or to receive further communications relating to i)atent 
patents from : — (1) any person whose name has been erased from 
the Register for unprofessional conduct (n) and not restored (o); 

(2) any person who after being given an opportunity of being 
heard is proved to the satisfaction of the Board of Trade to have 
been guilty of an offence or misconduct which would have rendered 
him liable, if his name had been on the Register, to have liis name 
erased (p); (3) any company which, if it had been an individual, 
the Comptroller could refuse to recognise as agent (p); (4) any 
company or firm in which any such individual is manager, director, 
or partner (^). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Employ mmt* 

470. All communications to the Comptroller may be signed and What a 

patent agcni 

(e) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 84 (4). may do. 

(/) Ibid., s. 84 (1), (3). As to the Register of Patent Agents, see 
p. 230, ante. Anyone knowingly contravening this provision is liable to 
a fine of £20 ; but anyone may act as an ordinary agent for a patentee, 
and describe himself as “ agent,** without infringing it (Graham v. Fanta 
(1892), 9 R. P. C. 164; Grahams, Eli, Graham v. Uughes, Graham v. 

Barlow (1898), 15 R. P. C. 269). 

(^) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 84 (2). Such 

g ersons must send a statutory declaration in the prescribed form to the 
>oard in support of their allegation (Register of Patent Agents Rules, 

1908, Appendix A, Form 2), and the Board may require further proof 
(Register of Patent Agents Rules, 1908, r. 6). Until such persons are 
registered they have no locus standi as patent agents, and are liable to a 
fine of £20 if they describe themselves as patent agents (Starey v. Graham 
[1899J 1 Q. B. 406). A patent agent before the 24th December, 1888, must 
be registered and pay the necessary fees before he can continue practising 
as a patent agent (Starey v. Graham, supra). 

(h) Remster of Patent Agents Rules, 1908, rr. 7 — 10. 

(i) Ihia., rr. 9, 10. As to the Institute, see p. 230, ante. 

(i) Register of Patent Agents Rules, 1908, r. 10 (c). 

{k) As to the registrar, see p. 230, amie. 

(1) Register of Patent Agents Rules, 1908, r. 7. 

(m) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 85 (3). 

<n) As to professional misconduct, compare titles Medicine and 
Phabmact, VoL XX., p. 321 ; Solicitors. 

(o) Patents and Desi^s Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 86 (1) ; Patents 
Rules, 1908, r. 9 ; Register of Patent Agents Rules, 1908, r. 17. 

(p) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 85 (1) ; Patent 
Office Rules, 1908, r. 9 ; Register of Patent Agents Rules, 1908, r. 17. 

(q) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 85 (2). 
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all atteudances upon him made by a duly authorised agent (?•), 
except that the Comptroller has power to require the personal 
signature or presence of an applicant, opponent, or other person ; 
and that certain documents must be signed by the individual 
himself (s). 

A patent agent, though not bound to be accurately acquainted 
with patent law (t), is expected to be familiar with the practice 
of obtaining patents, and may be liable for the consequences of any 
failure to use the skill properly to be expected from him (a). He 
ought not to avail himself in competition with the patentee of 
information whicli he obtained in confidence when acting as hie 
agent (/>). 

Sect. 13. — Offences, 

471. Any person who makes or causes to be made a false entry in 
any statutoiy register, or a writing falsely purporting to be a copy 
of an entry in any such register, or produces or tenders or causes 
to be produced or tendered in evidence any such writing, knowing 
the entry or writing to bo false, is guilty of a misdemeanour (c). 

472. A person who falsely represents (d) that any article Bold 
by him is a patented aiticle is liable to conviction (e). 

473. Any person vho uses on his place of business, or on any 
document issued by him, or otheivise, the woids ‘‘ Patent Office,'’ 
or any other words suggesting that his place of business is officially 
connected with, or is, the Patent Office, is liable to conviction (/), 

474. An offence is also committed if a person falsely describes 
himself as ** patent agent ” (g). 

(r) Patents Rules, 1908, r. 9. 

(e) l.e., applications for patents, or for the revocation of patents, or 
for tlie rostoiation of lapsed patents; requests for leave to amend appli- 
cations, specifications, or letteis patent : aut hoi isat ions of agents ; notices of 
opposition; lequests for issue of duplieato letters patent; and surrendcr^ 
ot letteis patent (l^atents Rules 1908, r. 9). 

(t) The Patent Oflice does not undertake to give legal advice or 
opinions on any subject connected witli ])atent law, which, like other 
laws, is loft to the interpietation of prolessional men ; see Instructions to 
Applicants, p. 7. The remuneiation of the patent agent is a matter for 
arrangement between him and the poison employing liim. 

(fl) See title Negliolnce, VoL XXI , pp 3h7, 370 

(6) Wheatstone Y, Wtlde (1861), GiilTin, Patent Gases, 1884 — 6, 247. 

(o) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Kdw. 7, e. 29), s. 89 (1); see title 
Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol IX , p 743 

(d) The term “false representation” includes the selling of an article 
having stamped, engraved or impressed on it or otherwi-e applied to it 
the word “ patent,” “patented,” or any other word exprcsisiiig or imply- 
ing that the article is patented (Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
c. 29), 8. 89 (3) (which applies even ^hcii a piovisional specification has 
been lodged but a patent has not been registered (J?. v. Wallis (1880), 3 
R. P. C. 1 ; J?. V. Crampton (1886', 3 R. P. V 367); compare Cheavin v. 
Walker (1877), 6 Ch. D, 860, 863, C. A.; Lxnoleum Manufacturing Co, 
V. Nairn (1878). 7 Ch. D. 834)). 

ie) Penalty not exceeding £6 (Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
o 29), 8. 89 (2) ). A person whoso complete specification has been accepted 
is regarded as having all the privileges of a patentee {ibid., s. 10 ; B. v. 
Townsend (1896), 13 K. P. C. 265). 

( / ) Penalty not exceeding £20 (Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
o. 29), 8. 89 (5). 

{g) See p. 230, ants. As to the unlawful use of the Royal Arms, see 
title Traps Marks, Trade Naurs, and Dssiq.vs. 
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Part I. — The Contract of Pawn. 

Sect. 1. — Definitions, 

** Pawn.” 476. A pawn or pledge is a bailment of personal property as a 
security for some debt or engagement (a). 

“rawncr.” A pawner is one who, being liable to an engagement, gives to the 
person to whom ho is liable a thing to be held as a security for the 
payment of his debt or the fulfilment of his liability (/>). 

“ Pawnee.” A pawnoo is one who receives a pawn or pledge (c). 

“Pawn- A pawnbroker is one whose business it is to lend money, 

broker.” usually in small sums, upon pawnor pledge (c), and includes for 


(«) Story, Law of Bailments, 9th ed., s. 286. It is described by Holt, C.J., 
in Coyg^ v. Beimanl (1703), 2 Ld. Eaym. 909, at p. 913 ; 1 Smith, L. C., llth 
pp. 173, 178, as the fourth sort of bailment “when goods or chattels are 
delivered to another as a pawn to be a security to him for money borrowed of 
him by the bailor.” The different dehiiitions are collected in Donald v. Buckling 

i l86G), L. R. 1 Q. B. 685, 691 ; and see title Bailment, Vol. I., pp. 525, 50l 
^or the definition of “plclgo” under the Factors Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viot. 
0 . 45), see title Agency, Vol. I., p. 205, note (x). 

(5) Bouvier’s Law Dictionary, Vol. II., p. 631. Under the Pawnbrokers 
Act, 1872 (S5 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 5, *' pawner^* is defined as a person delivering 
an article for pawn to a i^wnbroker. 

(c) Boiivior*8 Law Dictionary, Tol. IT., p. 631. 
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statutory purposes every person who carries on the business of 
taking goods and chattels in pawn (d). 

Sect. 2. — Classes of Paten, 

476. By reason of the statutory provisions affecting pawn- 
brokers (e) there are two classes of pawn. The Pawnbrokers Act, 
1872 (/), which imposes a number of restrictions and regulations for 
the protection of the pawner, applies only to cases where the sum 
borrowed is £10 or less, and where the pawnee is a pawnbroker 
within the statutory definition (//). In all other cases the contract 
is governed by the general law, which also applies to pawns under 
the Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (/), unless expressly excluded thereby (fc). 


Part II.— Pawns at Common Law. 


Sect. 1. — Xatnre of the Contract. 

477. The contract of pawn is one of the live classes of 
bailment (i). Two main peculiarities distinguish it from the con- 
tract of mortgage : (1) it is essential to the contract of pawn that 
the property pledged should bo actually or constructively delivered 
to the pawnee, whereas in mortgage the property passes by the 
conveyance, and possession by the mortgagee is not ossontial in 
every case (;), and (2) whereas in the contract of mortgage the 
mortgagee has an absolute interest in the property subject to a 
right of redemption, in paw’ii the pawnee has only a special pro])orty 
in the pledge, while the general property therein remains in the 
paw’ner and wholly reverts to him on discharge of the debt or 
engagement (k). 

478. Pawn is distinguishable from lien in that in the former a 
special property passes to the pawnee, while in the latter no rigid 
of property passes to the person exercising the lien, but only aright 


{d) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 03), s. 1 ; but a person is not 
deemed to be a pawnbroker for tho purposes of tho Act merely bec ause he 
makes advances of sums exceeding £10 {ihtd., s. 10), bco, further, p. 218, 
post 

(e) Now consolidated in the Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 93) ,* see 
pp. 248 ei Hq., post. 

(/) 35 & 36 Viet. c. 93. 

(y) Ibid., 8. 10. 

(h) Jones v. Marshall (1889), 2i Q. 11. D. 269. 

(«) See title Bailment, Vol. L, pp. 525, 562. Tho (lUtitiguinhing charac- 
teristic of pawn is that a pawnee has a spocial proi^erty, but a bailee generally 
has the custody only {ffartop v. Hoare (1743), 3 Atk. 44, 46). 

(i) Ryidl V. Rolle (1749), 1 Atk. I<i4, 166; hoc Story, Law of Bailments, 
9th ed., 8. 287 ; and see title Mortgage, Vol. XXL, p. 73. 

(A:) Ryall v. RdU, supra, at p. 167 ; Re Mvrritt, Kx parte Official Receticr 
(1886), 18 a B. D. 222, C. A., wr Fry, L.J., at p. 234 ; /on« v. Smith (1794), 
2 Ves. 372 ; Fraser v. Byas, [1895] W. N. 112. 
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to detain the subject-matter of the lion until he is paid {1), and this 
right is not transferable to a third party (m). 

479. Pawn has been described as a security where by contract 
a deposit of goods is made a security for a debt and the right to 
the property vests in the pledgee so far as is necessary to secure 
the debt; in this sense it is intermediate between a simple lien 
and a mortgage which wholly passes the property in the thing 
conveyed (??). 

Pawn does not amount to an equitable mortgage (o), or to a 
bill of sale ( 2>). 

480. Since pawn or pledge is not a contract of mortgage, where 
it is l ed need into writing it may be stamped as a simple agree- 
ment {q)j even where such agreement contains an express power of 
sale by the pawnee (r). 

Sect. 2. — Subject-matter. 

481. The subject-matter of the contract of pawn usually consists 
of goods and chattels capable of actual or constructive delivery («), 
but other forms of personal property, including negotiable instru- 
ments, may be the subject of the contract where they can be 
identified (a). 

482. Under various statutes pledges relating to the following 
kinds of property have been made unlawful {h ) : (1) Regimental 
equipments, arms and military stores generally \c) ; (2) naval 


(f) Ynuijmavn v. liricaemmm (1892), 67 L. T. 612, 0. A. ; Thames [ronvutrlca 
(U). V. Patent Derrick Co. (1860), 1 John. & II. 96; see MaUiner v. /'7(>rc«re(1878), 
6 Q. B. 1). 481, 0. A.; OUuhtouc iiirlet/ (1817), 2 Mcr. 401 ; and as to the 
iiiiture of lion, soo title LlEX, Vol. XIX., p. 6. 

(m) Donald v. HuckUmj (1866), L. B. 1 (i B. .>85, jier Blaokijuun, J., at p. 612. 

(?;) JlalHday v. lltdyate (1868). li. II. 6 lOxch. 299, Ex. Ch., per WiLLES, J., at 
j>. 3()2. For forms of receipt nckiiowloilgiiig receipt of pledged chattels, see 
JCiicyclopapdia of T'orms and Piecodcnts, Vol. J., j). 21.>. 

(o) Carter v. Wale (1877), 4 (’h. D. 605; Re Richardson f Shillito y, Jlohson 
(1885), 30 Ch. P. .396, C\ A., jnr Fry, L.J., ut ]>. 403. 

(p) Re Hardwick, Kr parte Ilnhhard (1886), 17 Q. B. P. 690, C. A. ; and see 
title Bills of Salk, Vol. III., p. 7. 

(q) Jlairis v. Birch (1812), 9 M. & W. .001 ; and see Smith v. Cator (1819), 2 
B. & Aid. 778. 

(r) Re Attenhorongh (1855), 11 Exoh. 461. As to the exemption from stamp 
duty of special contracts under the rawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), 
s. 24, see p. 251, jmt. 

{s) Coyys v. Bernard (1703), 2 Ld. Buym. 909 ; 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., p. 173. 
As to what constitutes delivery, see p. 238, fu^st. 

The following cases servo as illustmtions : — ^fry/or v. Chester (1869), 
L. B. 4 Q. B. 309 (half a £60 note) ; Lot I wood v. Kner or Child [Lady) v. 
ChanBiilht (1742), 9 Mod. Bep. 276 (East India stock) ; Donald r. i*^nrlli 7 {y (1866), 
L. B. 1 Q. B. 586 (debentures); Lanyhn v. TraiVr (1868), L. II. 6 Eq. 165 
(railway stock); JlalHday v. //ofyafe (1868), Ti. B. 3 Exch. 299, Ex. C’h. (scrip 
certificates). As to injunction to re.‘'train an unlawful pledge of negotiable 
instruments, see title Injunction, Vol. XVJI., p. 266. 

(6) Offences by pawnbrokers in their business are dealt with elsewhere see 
pp. 266, 266, post. 

(c) Army Act, s. 156. The following are the articles there enumerated 
**Arm6, ammunition, equipments, iiibtrumcnts, regimental nece^nrie^, or 
clothing, or any military decorations of an oillcer or soldier, or any furniture. 
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stores (d) and seamen’s clothing (<j) ; (3) public stores (f); (4) police 
clothing (g) ; (6) workhouse property (/i); (6) hosiery materials (t); 
(7) linen, apparel, unfinibhed goods or materials (k). 

483 . Every assignment ol and every charge on, and every 
agreement to assign or charge, any deferred pay or military reward 
payable to an officer or soldier, or any pension payable to him or 
his widow, child, or other relative, or to any person in respect of 
any military service, is void (/). 

l>eiltliuor, blankets, sheets, utensils, and stores in regimental charge, or any pro- 
\isions or foingo i*»8iied for tlie use of an oHicer or soldier, or his horse, or of any 
horso employed in His Majesty’s service.” The offence con.sists in taking in 
l>awn from a soldier or any person acting on his behalf, or in soliciting or 
(‘liticing a sohlier to pawn, or in assisting or acting for a soldier in pawning 
such articles. The burden of pi oof tliat ho acted in ignorance is upon the 
defendant. Penalty on summary conviction— liist olTonce, lino not exceeding 
£20, with treble the value of ihe projierty pawned; second ofTooce, tine not less 
than £o and not exceeding £20, witli such ticble value, or iinpri'onment with 
or without hard labour for a term not exceeding six months (Army Act, s. l/iO) ; 
as to the Army Act, see title Kovat. Fokces. As to arrost of otleiKb*rs, see title 
PiiiMiXAL Law and Phockduke, Vol. IX., p. 300, note (f/). As to onforceinent 
of orders of courts of suinmary jurisdictiim, see title Magistiiates, Vol. XIX., 
pp. 002 et $eq. Similar offences and iienalties are created by the Voliintoor Act, 
1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 65). ss. 28, 29 ; the Volunteer Act, IHOtt (32 & 33 Vict. c. 81 
gg. 3 — 5 j and the Territorial and lloserve Forces Act, 1907 (7 bklw. 7, c. 9), 
B 22; as to piop'Tty of volunteer and territorial corps, and as to such property 
genorallv, see title Hoyal Foiu'ES. 

(d) Nival Discipline Act, 1866 (29 30 Vict. c. 109), s. 33. 

(€ lumen’s dothing Act, 18‘'9 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 57), «. 4. This Act only 
extends to tho following dockyard towns, namely, Porthinouth, Plymouth and 
Devon] ort, Ohathuin, Sheerness, Cork, and Qiioonstown (see i7/tr/., Sebod.). 
The term ” seaman’s prop. 'rty moans any clothes, slojw, medals and nccos- 
sunes, or articles deemed to bo noi'ossaries, for sailors on board ship, which 
belong to any seaman (i/>o/., s. 3). For the detinitiou of “soamnn,” see tlnd., 
and st e title ItoYAi. Fokces Tlie burden of jimof that be acted in ignoraiK'o 
is upon the defendant. Penalty for tirst offence, not exceeding £20; soeond 
offence, similar penalty or iinpris .nmont, with or witliout bind lalimir, for a tiTiu 
not exceeding six months (Seamen s dotbiiig Act, 1869 (32 A 33 Vict. c. 57). s. 4). 

( f) Public Stores Act. 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 25), s. 9 (unlawful possession by 
piwnbroker of public scores ; penalty, not exeeotling £5). 

(y) Metropolitan Pul ce Art, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. c. 47), s. 17 ; County Police 
Act, 1839 & 3 Virt c. 93), s. 15 (unlawful possos.sioii of p dice clothing; 

j.enalty, not exceeding £10). As to police clothing generally, see title Police, 
p. 6ol, post, 

(h) Poor Belief Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, c. 137), s. 2. Tlie offence cons’ sts in 
any pawnbroker or otlicr person knowingly taking in pawn anv cloth ug or 
goods provided for the use of the i)Oor in workhouses, or any gocxls, materials, 
furniture, or pi oviMons for tho poor, or aiding or assisting therein or causing 
tho murks to be obliterated ; |)eiialty, not exceeding £5 and not less than £1 
(iTio/.). As to such projiorty, bee title PooH Law, p. 521 post 

(t) These include w«»olion, worsted, linen, cotton, flax, mohair, or silk 
material to be pieparcd, worked up, or manufactured. Tho offences consi-.t in 
pawning by a person entrusted with such goods for tho above purixises, or 
reetiviiig ill ])awu without the con^eut of the omplover hik h goods, knowing 
that tbevhave been so entrusted (Hosiery Act, 18*3(6 & 7 Vict. c, 40), «h. 2. 4) ; 
and see tii le Mastek and Sekvant, Vol. XX., pp. 127, 128. Penalty, forfeiture 
of the full value or the goods and a sum not ex<*oodifig £10 fur pawning and 
a turn not exceeding £20 for receiving in pawn (Hosiery Act, 1843 (^6 & 7 Vict. 
0. 40), ss, 2, 4, 11). 

(it) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 93), 8.35 ; see further p. 256, pr^t. 
(l) Army Act, s. 141 ; and as to such pensions, see titles Cil 08 £S IN Action 
Vol. rv,, p. 401 ; Royal Forces. 
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484 . A COD tract, whether by specialty or othenvise, entered int6 
by an infant for the repaynient of money lent or to be lent is 
absolutely void (vi). This provision, it seems, makes it impossible 
for an infant to make a valid contract of pawn, and if any such 
contract be made the pawnee can neither recover the principal noi 
sue for interest (??). 

485 . It is an offence for a pawnbroker to take an article in pawn 
from a person w^ho appears to be intoxicated (o); subject to this 
provision, a pledge by a drunken person follows the ordinary law of 
contract (p). Similar considerations apply in the case of a pledge 
by a lunatic (q). 

Sect. 8. — Making of the Contract: Delivery. 

486 . Delivery of the thing pawned in consideration of the debt 
or advance is a necessary element in the making of a contract of 
pawn (?•). Such delivery may be actual, in the sense of physical 
delivery of the pledge, or constructive, in the sense that, though the 
pledge is legally delivered, it does not actually pass from the hands 
of the pawner to those of the pawnee (s). Constructive delivery 
may be effected oven where the pledge remains in the possession of 
the pawner for a special purpose (<). Delivery of a key of a 
warehouse in which goods are stored (a), or of the key of a room in 
which a collection is stored (/>), or of a delivciy order directing a 
warehouEemnii to deliver goods to the pawnee (c), is sufficient 
delivery in law to satisfy this essential of the contract. 

487 . I'he advance and the delivery need not lo contemporaneous, 
so long ns the dclhery is etlected within a reasonable time after the 
advance has been made and is in pursuance of the contract (d), 
although, until possession is given, the intended pawnee has only 
a right of action on the contract and no interest in the thing 
pawned (c). 


fw) Infuiita Belief Act, 187-1 fI57 & 38 Yict. c. 62), s. 1 ; and see, generally, 
titles Ini-ants and CiiiLDimN, Vol. XVll.,pp. 63 ct seq.; Money and Money- 
Lendino, \o 1. XXI., p. o3. 

(?<) Tliero is no direct autlioiityon this point; hut see title Infants and 
Children, Vol. XVll , p. 61) ; and ^ee p. 26o, posf. 

(<>) Pawnbrokere Act, 1872 (35 & 36 A u-t. e. 93), b. 32. As to offences 
genet ally, t-oe pp. 265 et ^eq., post. 

(p) See title ( ontract, Vol. VII., p. 3-12. 

(q) See title Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind, A"o1. XIX., pp. 396 
etseq, 

(rj Morthi v. Iteid (1862), 11 C. B. (n. s.) 730, ;€r Erij-:. C J., at p. 734; 
Ayers v. S* nth Australian Lanin, y Co. (1871), L. B. 3 P. (\ 648, 664. 

i <i) Mai tin v. AViW, supra; Meyerstein v. JiarbiV (1866), L. B. 2 C. P. 38, 52. 
t) Jleetes v. Cafper (18.*18\ 6 Bing. (n. c.) 136. 
fi) Ynuny V. Lamhrt (1870), L. B. 3 P. C. 142. 
h) Hiffm V. Tuiker (1888:, 39 Ch. D. 669. 

(c) Or^y V. I^ational Guardian Assurance Co., [1891] 3 Ch. 20G. 

id) Hiiim V. Tocher, suj^a. 

(e) Halves v. Ball (1827), 7 B. & C. 481; Donald v. SuMny (1866), L.’E. 1 
Q. B. 685, 613. 
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Sect. 4. — Ejclinction of the Contract. 

488. The contract of pawn is extinguished by the satisfaction of 
the debt or engagement and the redelivery of the property pledged 
to the pawner, since there is an implied undertaking on the part of 
the pawnee to redeliver the same to the pawner on payment by the 
latter of the sum advanced with interest (/). The essence of this 
extinction of the contract lies in the pawnee being divested wholly 
of his special property and possession in the property pledged (//). 
The pawnee, however, has the right to hand back to the pawner the 
property pledged for a special purpose without in the least affecting 
his security and without extinguishing the contract (Z*). 


Sect. 5. — liights and Duties of Pawner. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — U'Ao nuig Pawn* 

(i.) Ijt (ieneraL 

489. Subject to the exceptions set out above (i), at common law 
the capacity of a pawner to enter into the contract is governed by 
the same rules as are applicable to contracts in general (/r). 


(ii.) Mercaniih Agenta or Factors, 

490. The capacity of mercantile agents (/) or factors to enter into 
the contract of pawn is regulated by statute (ni). At common law, 
mercantile agents cannot bind their principals to a contract of pledge 
without the express authority of the latter (n). 

491. Where a mercantile agent is, with the consent of the 
owner (o), in possession ij)) of goods (q) or of the documents of 


(/) liioyer Maunfadininy (\k v. (VrnA; (1879), 6 Ex. D. 37 ; and boo p. 242. 
lost. For a form of receipt, boo Knc) clopiedia of FuniiH and rrecodents, 

VoL L, p. 21(j. 

(9) Seo Dahcoth v. T.tuvson (1880), 5 Q. B. E. 284. 
ih^ JSoith Bunk v. J*ofjnt€r, #SV>w, ai 

s ^ . jj 1 *11 1 . j: 


See p. *. 00 , nifir. >10 

{/, ) See title Fontkact, Vol. VII., pp. 335 et «o/. Ah to the canac ity of an 

o. \ccutor to pledge hi« testaitor’B asBcts, boo title ExEt’rTOKS and Administra. 
Tous, Vol. XIV., p. 290; Solomon v. Aiicuhonmijh, [1912] 1 Ch. 451, C. A. 

(O’Fof the detiuition of “ mcicantile a^eiit,” see title Agency, Vol. L, p. 152 ; 
and as to ogreemonts with hi'. “ cloik or other perbon authomod,” soo ifoL, p. 205 
Ini) Factors Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 45); bop, fuilhor, title Agency, 
Vol. 1., pp. 205, 200. As to factors generally, see titlo Sale oe 

(n) City Bank v. Barroit; (1880), 6 App. Oas. 061; Fuentca v. (1808), 

L. B. 3 C. P. 208, per Wjlles, J., at p. 277. 

(o) As to the eRcct of revocation of such consent, see title Agency, Vol. 1., 
pp. 205, 200; and os to tho pio.'iimption in favour of such consent, Hpoma., 

p. 200. As to when p<*ssession of documents of title is deemed to be with such 
consent, see ibid., p. 205, note («). 

( p) As to when the agent is in possession of goods, sre p. 205, note \i ) , 

Ltimi T. Mtaibi^cugh fl862), 1 %. & S. 831. As to the elToot of obtomng 
poBsession by mcaus of larceny by a trick, see titles AoEKCY, v<«. ’ 

note (cl); Bankebs and B.u»Kixa, Vol. I., p. 63s ; 

CEDrUE, Vol. IX., p. 633 ; Opiienki.iur v. i-Va-cr aud II gatt, [1»07J 2 it. U. OV, 

‘^(ioods” include wares and roerehimdiso 1889 (02 &63^ 

0 . 43), e. 1 (3)), and household furniture {Le« v. VuOer, [18J3] i Q. B. 318, C. A.). 
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title (a) to goods, any pledge (b) of the goods made by him when acting 
in the ordinary coarse of business of a mercantile agent is as valid 
as if he were expressly authorised by the owner of the goods to make 
the same, provided that the pledgee acts in good faith, and has not 
notice at the time of the pledge that the agent has no authority to 
make it (c). 

492. The expression “ pledge ” in the case of a mercantile agent 
includes any contract pledging or giving a lien or security on goods, 
whether in consideration of an original advance or of any further 
or continuing advance, or of any pecuniary liability (d). A pledge 
of the documents of title to goods is deemed to be a pledge of 
the goods (e) ; but this provision only applies to mercantile agents, 
and does not make the pledging of documents of title by other 
persons valid so as to constitute an actual right in the goods them- 
selves, as if they had been physically handed over to the pledgee (/). 

493. A mercantile agent's statutory authority to pledge exists 
notwithstanding the cuhtoin of a particular trade that such an 
agent has no authority to pledge goods entrusted to him for sale(f 7 ), 
and the same princi[)le applies to a mercantile agent who is 
entrusted with goods for sale on the terms of sale or return ” (h). 

494. The provisions of the Rale of Goods Act, 1893 (i), as to 
dispositions by sellers and buyers of goods after sale and purchase 
are applicable to pledges made by such sellers and buyers either by 
themselves or by mercantile agents on their behalf (J). 

(а) For tlio (lolinition of “documents of title,” seo title Aokxcv, Vol. I., 
p. 206, note («) ; and soe Utu'on Cndit Bank v. Mmti/ Docks and Harbour Boards 
B<nne V. Same and N(rrth and South Wales Bank, [1890] 2 Q. B. 206), As to tho 
title given by a mercantile agent when soiling goods, see titles Agency, Vol. I., 
p. 206 ; 8 alk of Goods. 

(б) Goods entrustod by a inoicuntilo agent to an auctioneer for sale arc not 
dealt with by ^ay of pledge ov(*n though the auctioneer before sale make 
advances upon them to the agent {Wadiimyton d' Sons v. KeahdSons (1907), 90 
L. T. 780 ; see Biygs v. Kvans, [1891] 1 Q. B. 88) ; and see titles Agency, Vol. I., 
p. 206 ; Sale of Goods. 

(c) Factors Act, 1889 (52 & 60 Viet. c. 46), s. 2(1). As to pledges and other 
dispositions by mercantile agents of goods belonging to their principals, see, 
further, titles 'A oj:ncy, Vol. 1., pp. 205, 200; Sale of Goods. 

(d) Factors Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 46), s. 1 (5). 

\e) Ibid,, 8. 3. 

(/) Inylis V. Jiulortaou, [1898] A. 0. 616. In this case the pledgor was held 
not to be a mercantile agent within the meaning of tho Factors Act, 1889 (62 & 
63 Vict. c. 46). 

iff) Opiienheuner v. AUenhorouyh <fc Son, [1908] 1 K. B. 221, C. A. 

(/i) Weiner v. Harris, [1910] 1 K. B. 285, C. A. Similarly, it is not beyond 
the ordinary course of business of a mercantile agent in the icwellery trade to 
raise money by pledging goods entrusted to him for sale (jane«ich v. Atfen^ 
borough d Son (1910), 102 L. T. 606). In deciding this question the actual dis- 
position of goods and not the circumstances attending feu(‘h disposition should be 
looked at, although the surrounding circumstances («.</., an unusual rate of 
interest) may be evidence a^inst the pledgee as to the want of authority of the 
agent to pl^^ {ibid., per Hamilton, J., at p. 282). A mercantile agent by 
asking a mond to pledge goods enteusted to him for sale is not pledging goods 
in the ordinary course of his business as a mercantile agent (De Garter v 
Attenborough d Son (1904), 21 T. L. R. 19). 

(♦) 66 & 67 Vict. c. 71. 

See ibid,, ss. 26, 47 ; and title Sale of Goods. 
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Sub-Sect. 2. — Warrauiy by Fawner* 

495. At common law, there is an implied undertaking on the 
part of the pawner that the property pawned is his own, or that he 
has the authority of the owner to pledge it, and that it may be 
safely delivered back to him (A). 

Generally speakinu, the pawner does not warrant the quality 
of the property pawned, but if he makes a false and fraudulent 
representation as to such quality for the purpose of obtaining 
money thereby from the pawnee the paMuier is indictable (/). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — 'Title ami Frojterty of Fawner. 

496. Subject to the provisions relating to mercantile agents (in), 
mere possession by the pawner is not sufficient proof of property in 
the thing pawned against the real owner (n). Nor can n pawner 
confer on a pawnee any better title to the thing pawned than he 
himself has (o). 

If the pawner has no authority to make the pledge the pawnee 
cannot hold the goods pledged against the real owner (p), unless such 
owner has so acted as to clothe the pawner with apparent authority 
to make the pledge (7). An authority to an agent to sell in circum- 
stances particularly defined does not extend by implication to a 
pledge so as to give the pawnee a good title as against the real 
owner (?*)• 

497. Before redemption the pawner can sell the thing pledged ; 
but, after such a sale, the purchaser has only the same interest in 
the thing as the pawner had («). 

Si'B- 8 i:(T. 4 . — Fight to lledeem. 

498. The pawner has at common law (t) an absolute right to 
redeem the thing pledged upon tender (f) of the amount advanced, 
since the general property therein remains in him. In the absence 
of any agreement as to time for payment, he may redeem at any 
time during his life, and upon the pawnee’s death this right 
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(A*) Singer Manufacturing Co. v. Clark (1879), 6 Ex. D. 37, per curium, at 
p. 42 ; Cheesman v. Exull (1861), 0 Exch. 341. As to illegal pawning, see 
p. 257, post. 

(/) See title Cbiminal Law and Pkocedure, Vol. IX., pp. (>93, 094 ; R. 
V. Ardley (1871), L. E. 1 C. C. E. 301 ; R. v. Roehmk (I860), Dears. & B. 2*1, 
C. C. E. 

hn) See pp. 239, 240, ante. 

(n) Iloare v. Farhr (1788), 2 Term Eep. 370; King ford v. Mory (1860), 
1 H. & N. 603, 616, Ex. Ch, 

(0) Cde V. North Western Bank (1875), L. E. 10 C. P. 364, Ex. Ch. ; but see 
note (7), p. 246, post. 

(p) IVili tarns v. BaHon (1826), 3 Bing. 139, Ex. Ch. 

(q) Cole V. North Western Bank, supra, per Blackburn, J., at p. 363 ; 
Jleutkrson & Co. v. Williams, [1895] 1 Q- B. 521, C. A.; and me Fry and Mason 
V. Smellieand Taylor (1912). 106 L. T. 404, 0. A. 

City Bank v. Barrow (1880), 6 App. Cas. 664. 

M Franklin v. Neate (1844), 13 M, & W. 481. 

(<) Special provisions as to redemption and tender of pledges, to which the 
Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), applies, are dealt with olsewhere; 
seepp. 251, 262, poet. 
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continues against his executors {a). The right to redeem necessarily 
depends on tender of the debt by the pawner to the pawnee (6), and 
it IS lost if the pawnee has lawfully sold the subject of the pledge (c). 

499. The Statutes of Limitation do not bar the right to redeem 
a pledge during the pawner’s lifetime {d). 

600. There is authority for the proposition that this right of the 
j)avvner is personal to him, and that it is extinguished by his death 
and does not pass to his executor {e). 

AVhen goods are pledged by several partners jointly, the right 
to redeem lies in them jointly and not severally. Any partner 
acting for the firm may redeem, but all must join if an action is 
brought to recover the thing pledged {J). 

501. The principle of consolidation of securities contained in 
the law of mortgage {g) does not apply to a contract of pawn, at 
least as against the executor of a deceased pawner (/(). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — EemedieB of Fawner, 

602. A pawner may maintain trover against a pawnee who 
refuses to restore the pledge after tender of tho debt(0, but if the 
ownership of the pledge is in doubt such refusal, if made reasonably, 
and to obtain a reasonable time for the purposes of investigation, 
will not ground such an action (/i). In similar circumstances the 
assignee of a pawner may bring an action of trover (Z), and may 
recover damages for non delivery {m). 


(a) Eatcliffe v. Davis (1010), Yelv. 178; Bac. Abr., tit. Bailment. 

(i) Coyga v. Eernurd (1703), 2 J.d. Baym. 909, fM7 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., llth ed., 
173, at p. 184. 

(c) See p. 244, post. 

(a) Kejnp v. Westbrook (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 278. A time may be fixed for 
redemption upon the expiration of which, in the alnonce of redemption, the 
pawnee has a power of sale ; see France v. Clark (1883), 22 Ch. 1). 830 ; and 
p. 244, ; title LiMiTAiioN of Actions, Vol. XIX., p. 37, note (a). 

(e) Ratdiffe v. Da vis f supra. This rule is laid down stiietly in this case, and 
has not been the subject of conhidoiatioii since, but it was expressly disappiovcd 
of in Ci/rtelyou v. Lansing (180r>), 2 C’uino, New Yoik Cases in Error, 200 
(American decision), and it seems doubtful if it would be followed at the 
present time. By the Pawnbiokers Act, 1872 (30 & 36 Vict. c. 93), s. 9, 
this right is expressly reserved to an executor of a deceased pawner in the 
case of a pledge to which that Act applies. 

(/) llarpci V. Qvdsdl (1870), L. R. 0 Q. B. 422. As to the rights of partners 
generally, see title PAKTNERsnir, pp. 24 et teg., ante, 

(g) See title Mortgage, Vol. XXL, pp. 208 et seq. 

(A) Vanderzee v. Bt/Z/s (1789), 3 Bru. 0. C. 21, whore bankers who were 
pawnees of securities for a debt of £1,000, although the indebtedness of tho 
testator to them largely exceeded that amount, were held to have no further 
lion on the securities than for the £1,000 and interest. This decision apparently 
disapproves Demandray v. Metcalf {lilb), Prec. Ch. 419. 

(}) Anon, (1693), Salk. 622; Coggs v. Bernard, supra; and see, generally, 
title Trover and Detinue. 

(Af) Vaughan v. Watt (1840), 6 M. & W. 492 ; and see Clayton v. Le Roy, [1911] 
% K, B. 1031, 1051, 0. A. 

(1) Franklin v, Neaie (1844), 13 M. & W. 481. 

{m) Bristol and of England Bank v. Midland Bail, Co,, [1891] 2 Q. B. 
4153, C. A. 
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503. If the pawnee sells before lie is entitled to do so, the pawner 
may sue him in conversion, but in such a case the damages must 
be measured by the loss which the pawner has actually sustained, 
taking into account the pawnee’s interest in the goods at the time 
of the conversion (w), A sub-pledge does not amount to conver- 
( 0 ). 


Sect. 6 .— J?f a7\d Liahilities of Pawnee. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Property and Poeeession, 

504. The pawnee has a special property in the thing pledged, 
while the general property therein continues in the owner (p). 
Such special property exists so that the pawnee can compel pay- 
ment of the debt (</), or can sell the goods wdien the right to do so 
arises (r). This property is a real right in the thing pledged as 
distinguished from a mere personal right of detention (ii), and, 
moreover, is transferable in the sense that the pawnee can pledge 
his special interest (,s), while in the case of a lien the unautho- 
rised transfer of the subject of the lien does not transfer the 
personal right (a). This special property does not arise until 
possession is given to the pawnee {h). 

If during the contract there is any increase in the value of the 
security, the pawnee is entitled to that increase as part of his 
security (c). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Care oj Pawn, 

605. The law requires nothing extraordinary of the pawnee, but 
only that he shall use ordinary care (d) for restoring the thing 
pledged (<?). Further, if the pawnee loses the goods pawned without 
default on his part, he may still recover the debt, and the loss falls 
on the owner. If the pawnee keeps the goods after tender of the 
debt to him and they are stolen, he is liable, for after tender he 
keeps thorn at his peril (/), 


(w) Johnson v. Stear (1863), lo C. B. (n. s.) 330; and see title Damages 
Vol. X., p. 344. 

(o) Dowdd V. Suckling (1866), L. R. 1 Q. B. 080; and see p. 244, 

(p) Ratcliffe v. Duvis (1610), Yelv. 178 ; Uari^ v. Qodsell (1870), L. R. 0 Q. B. 
422 ; see p. 242, ante. As to the insurable interest of a pawnee, see title 
Insurance, Vol. XVn., p 624. 

(7) V. Bernard (1703), 2 Ld. Eaym. 909 ; 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., p. 173. 

(r) Re Ilardivick, Ex parte IJiibbard (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 690. 0. A,fper BowEN, 
L.J., at p. 698. 

(fl) Donald v. Sucldingy svpra^per B 1 .ACKBURN, J., at p. 614. 

(a) Ibid,, per Blackburn, J., at p. 612 ; and see Treuttel v. Barandon 
8 Taunt. 100. 

ih) Howes V. Ball (1827), 7 B. & C. 481. 

fr) Story, T^aw of Bailments, 9lh ed., s. 292. 

{d) For special statutory provisions applicable to the custody of pledges for 
sums of £10 and under, see pp. 261 et seq„ post, 

(c) Ciggs T. Bernard, supra, at p. 917; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., p. 173, at 
p. 184 ; Syreti v. Carruthers (185^, E. B. & E. 469 (accidental fire); compare 
title Bailment, VoL T., p. 614. For the principles of liability for negligence, 
see title Negligence, Vol. XXI., pp. 362 et seq,, 430. 

(/) Anon, (1693), Salk. 522, 
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506. The pawnee may not use the thing pledged if it would be 
the worse for such use, but, if this is not so, he may make a reason- 
able use of it at his own risk. If he is put to expense in his custody, 
lie may take a reasonable profit from the property to recompense 
him. If to preserve the pledge reasonable use is necessary, the 
pawnee must make such U8e( <7 ); and if the use of the property is 
beneficial thereto, it seems that the pawnee can use it (/t). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Transfer of Paivnee^a Rights, 

607. The pawnee's special i)roperly in the thing pledged may be 
assigned to a third party by way of assignment of the pawnee’s 
interest or of a sub-pledge by him (0- Such a transfer is not 
inconsistent with Ibe contract of pawn so long as it purports to 
transfer no more than the pawnee’s interest against the pawner, 
the pawnee in the meantime being responsible for due care 
being taken for the safe custody of the property (/f). At the same 
time, the pawner may in such a case recover substantial damages if 
the properly is damaged in the hands of the third party, or if he 
is prejudiced by any delay in the delivery of the property to him 
after tender of his debt (/). 

Sub -Sect. A,-- lUmedies of Pawnee, 

508. The contract of pawn carries with it an implication that 
the security may he made available to satisfy the obligation (m). 
Under this implication the pawnee has a power of sale on default 
in payment if the time for payment has been fixed (a). If there is 
no stipulated time for payment, the pawnee may demand payment, 
and in default thereof may soil, upon notice to the pawner of his 
intention to do so (o), the pawner retaining liis right to redeem at 
any moment up to sale (p). 

509. If the pawnee is a pawnbroker, a sale by him does not carry 
with it any warranty as to the title of the goods sold {q). 


[g) Coggs v. Jlci'vard (170.3), *2 1.^1. Dawn, i OO ; 1 Smith, L. O, 11th ed., 
p. 173; Anon. HGOO), Sulk. 622 ; f.y., chillifs would be the woi'se for use; not 
Ko jewels, whicli, however, would bo used at the pawnee's risk ; a horse may 
be ridden or a cow milked {thid .) ; see also Cvohe v. lladdon (1802), 3 F, & I'. 
220, where the consumption oy the pawnee of port of some wine pledged to him 
was held to forfeit his lights therein. 

{h) Story, Ltiw of liaihnonts, 9th cd., rs. 329, 330. 

(t) Ihnald V, Suckling (18GG), L. R. 1 Q. R. 6So; HaUiday v. Ilolgaie (18G8), 
L. R. 3 Exch. 299, Ex. Ch ; and see Mores v. Conham (1609), Owen, 12.3. 

{k) Donald Suckling, suftra, per Rlaokbuun, J., at pp. G15, GIG; and see 
Nicholso7i V, Hooper (18.38), 4 My. A Cr. 179. 

(/) Ronald v. Suckling, sujna, jter CocKBURN, C.J., at p. 618. 

(w) Re ^forritt, Ex jHirfe Ofl'uinl Receiver (188G), 18 Q. B. D. 222, C. A., per 
Cotton, L.J., at p. 232; Re Hardwick, Ex parte H uhhard {ISSi'i), 17 Q,. B.l). 
690, C. A. ; Pothonier v. Dawson (181G), Holt (n. l\), 383. 

(n) Re Mo'rittj Ex parte ()ffictal Receiver, supra, per Fry, L.J., at p. 235. 

(o) France v. Cluik (1883), 22 Ch. D. 830 (citing with approval Story, 
Law of Bailments. 9th ed., p 276, s. 308, and distingnishmg AV Tahiti Cotton 
Co,, Ex jKtrte Sargent (1874), L. B. 17 Eq. 273); iUgot v. Cubley (1864), 16 
C. B. (n. 8.) 701; Martin v. Reid (1862), 11 C. B. (N. s.) 730; Burdick v. 
Sewell (1883), 10 a B. D. 363, 367. 

(p) Re M or tilt, Ex parte Official Receiver, sn}>ra, per Cotton, L.J., at p. 232. 
As to the pawner’s remedy against the pawnee in case of an illegal sale, see 
p. 243, ante, 

(j) Morley v. AUenboroujh (1849), 3 Exch. 600, cited with approval in Sims v. 
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510. If sale by the pawnee of the pledge does not realise the 
amount of his debt, the pawnee can sue for the deficit, and there is 
nothing in the statutory special contract of pawn which affects 
the coiniiion law right (r). 

611. The pawnee has a right of action for his debt notwith- 
standing the possession by him of the pledge (s), subject to the 
rights of the pawner above mentioned (0* 

Where the pledge is of a perishable nature and no time for 
redemption has been fixed, tin's right of the pawnee remains, not- 
withstanding that the pledge perishes, and the pawner has no 
remedy (//). 

612. Where the pawnee is wrongfully deprived of possession of 
the thing pledged he may maintain an action, and the measure of 
damage is the full value of the thing taken and not merely the 
amount for vvhieli it stands security (u). He may maintain such an 
action without joining the pawner as a party (//). 

513. The pawmee has no right of foreclosure since he never had 
the absolute ownership at law ; and his equitable rights cannot 
exceed his legal title (c), the contract of pawn differing in this 
respect from that of mortgage (d). 

Sect. 7. — Intervening Hights of Third Parties. 

Suk-Sect. 1. — On Execution or Distress. 

614. Where judgment has been obtained against the pawner of 
goods and execution issued thereon, the sheriff cannot seize the 
goods pawned unless he satisfies the claim of the pawnee (c). 

If execution issues against a pawnee the sheriff may seize 
goods in pledge in the pawnee’s possession, but may sell only those 
in re8j)ect of which the jieriod for redemption has expired ; with 
respect to the rest he has a right to possess the qualified property 
of the pawnee, to sell when the twelve months and a week have 
expired, or to receive any money paid for its redemption (/). 


A/arn/fli (1861), 17 Q. B. 281, 290. In tho case of a pawnee, not a pawn- 
broker, it seems that the ordinary principles of the law of sale of goods 
apply ; see title Sale of Goods. 

(r) Jo ics V. MarshtiJl (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 269. As to such special contracts, 
see p. 261, 

(a) Anon, (case 951) (1701 ), 12 Mod. Bep. 564, per IIoLT, C. J. ; Soufh-Sea Com- 
mvy V. Doncomb (1731), 2 Stra. 919 ; Lutvton v. Newtand (1817), 2 Stark. 72. 

See pp. 241 et «c<y., ante. 

(n) llatiliffe v, Davis (1610), Yelv. 178. 

(a) Strive v. Leach (1865), 18 C. B. (N. 8.) 479; and see title Damages, 
Vol. X., pp. 342 — 344. As to the nature of such possession, see p. 241, ante. 

[h) Sarille v. Tanktcd (174S), 1 Vos. Sf-n. 101. 

(0 (Uirter v. Woke (1877), 4 Ch. D. 605, per Jessel, M.R., at p. 606 ; Fraser 
?. Ihfos (1895), 13 R. 452. 

S Lo^hrooil V. Ewer or Chill {Ladi/) v. ('hansfillet (1742), 9 Mod. Rep. 276. 
Itouersv, Kennati (1846), 9 Q. B. 692; Leyg v. Evans (1810;, 6 M. & W. 
63 ; and see title Exkci tiox, Vol. XIV., p. 51. ' 

if) Ite lldfason, ftollason v. Jloflason^ IlahJs Claim (1887). 34 Ch. D. 495. 
As to the fixed period of redemption in tho case of pawnbrokers, see p. 261, 
pot^t ; see also titles Execution, Vol. XiV., p. 61 : Interpleader, Vol XVILp 
p. 614. 
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616. Goods pledged with the pawnbroker are not liable to 
distress (g). 

Sub-Sect. Bankruptcy. 

616. The bankruptcy of the pawner or the pawnee transfers to 
the trustee in bankruptcy his respective property in the thing 
pledged {h). 

The bankruptcy of the pawner renders the pawnee a secured 
creditor in the bankruptcy with respect to things pledged before 
the date of the receiving order and without notice of a prior 
available act of bankruptcy (i) ; but where the pawnee has notice of 
such an. act he cannot, without the sanction of the court, receive 
payment of his debt and hand over the security {k). 

A pawnbroker, who claims to bold pledges as against the 
trustee in bankruptcy of the pawner, must have complied with the 
statutory provisions as to the entry of pledges in his books (i) or 
his claim may be disallowed (m). 

Sub-Sbot. 3 . — Bightt of True Oumer. 

617. The owner of goods stolen and wrongfully pawned by the 
thief may maintain trover against the pawnee (n). Even a sale in 
market overt will not defeat the title of the true owner if the thief 
is prosecuted to conviction (o), although the latter principle does 
not apply where the goods have been obtained by fraud or other 
wrongful means not amounting to larceny (p). Where a chattel 
obtained by fraud is pledged, the pawner having obtained a voidable 
title thereto, and the owner seeks to avoid the fraudulent transaction 
and to recover it from the pawnee, the burden of proof that the 
pawnee took the chattel with notice of the fraud or otherwise than 
in good faith lies on the owner (q). 


(</) Swire v. Leewh (1866), 18 0. B. (n. s.) 479. It should be noted that in this 
case the pawnee was a pawnbroker by trade, and his position was compared to 
that of a wharfinger or warehouse-keeper. The privilege does not, apparently, 
extend to goods pledged with a person not a pawnbroker ; see title Distress, 
Vol. XT., pp. 134 et seq. As to the measure of damages in cases of wrongful 
distress, see ibid,^ p. 206. 

(/*) See, generally, title Bankiiuptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 87 
et aeq,f 114 et aeq, 

(f ) Bankmptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 62), ss. 49, 168. Under the latter 
provision a secured creditor is defined as one “ holding a mortgage charge or lien 
on the proMrty of the debtor or any part thereof as security for a debt due to 
him from tne debtor.*’ As to pi oof by a secured creditor, see title Bankruptcy 
AND Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 67. 

(A;) Pimafordy Baker <fe Co. v. Union of London and Smith's Bank. Ltd., f 19061 
2 Oh. 444, 0. A. 

(1) See p. 249, post, 

rm) Ferguaaon v. Norman (1838), 6 Bing. (n. a) 76. 

(n) Leicester v. Cherryman, [1907] 2 K. B. 101 : and see Singer Mauuf acini ing 
Co. V. Ckir* (1879), 6 D. 37. 

(o) Sale of G(w8 Act, 1893 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 71), s. 24 (1); see title 
Oeiminal Law, Vol. IX., pp. 686, 6^8 et seq. ; and see title Sale of Goods. 

(p) Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. o. 71), s. 24 (2). 

(9} Whitehom Brothers y. Daiisony [1911] 1 K. B. 463 ; and see Sale of Goods 
Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 71), s. 23. This case, it seems, is distinguishable 
Crom the prindples set out p. 241, ante^ and notes (c), (d), p. 247, poaty in that 
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518. In the Metropolitan Police District (/•) the pawnee of Sect. 7. 
goods stolen or unlawfully obtained, and subsequently unlawfully Interveninfif 
pawned or pledged, may be ordered to appear before a magis- 

trate, to produce the goods and deliver them to the owners, 
either with or without payment by the latter according to the 
circumstances of the case. If the pawnee fails to obey the order, OiUerfor 
or sells the goods after notice that they have been stolen, he is of 

liable to forfeit the full value thereof («)• These provisions also ^ 

apply in the case of goods unlawfully pledged although they were goo^is, in the 
obtained lawfully (#). metropolis. 

Where property has come into the possession of the police in 
connection with any criminal charge or under the Metropolitan or 
City of London Police Acts, 1889 (m), or under a search warrant (t?), 
or under the Pawnbrokers Act, 1872(a), a court of summary 
jurisdiction may, on application by an officer of police, or by a 
claimant of the property, make an order for the delivery of the 
property to the person appearing to the court to be the owner 
thereof, or, if the owner cannot be ascertained, may make such 
other order as may, in the circumstances, be just (/>). 

519. As against the true owner, the pawnee can obtain no better Title where 

title than the pawner has (c), and cannot hold goods, pledged by the illegally 
pawner without authoritj", to which the latter has no title (rf). . 

620. Where adverse claims to property pledged are made interpleader 
against the pawnee, he may perhaps have a right to interplead, 
notwithstanding his interest in the debt for which the property has 
been pledged (e). 


here the pawDer at the time of the pledge had a title to the chattel which had 
not been avoided by the o^^ ner. 

(r) See titles Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 548 ; Police, p. 467, post 

(s) Metropolitan Police Coui*ts Act, 1889 (2 & 3 Viet. o. 71), s. 27 ; soo title 
Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 577. 

(i) Motropolitjin Police Couvt‘< Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71), ss. 27, 28. 

Iff) 2 & 3 A^ict. 0 . 47, s. 06; 2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv., a. 48. 

(r) Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 A^ict. c. 96), s. 103 ; soo titles Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 310; Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 606. 
As to the time within which proceedings by the claimant against the person 
in posHcssion must be brought, see title Limitation op Actions, Vol. AlX., 

pp. 181, 182. 

(a) 35 & 36 Viet. c. 93, s. 31. 

(fc) Police Property Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 30), s. 1 (1). 

(r) Co/e V. Xort/i Western Bank (1875), L. K. 10 C. P. 354, Ex. Oh. ; and see 
Kilmont v. Bentley (1886), 18 Q. 15. D. 322, per Lord Esher, M.B., at p. 326 ; 
see also p. 241, ante, 

{(1) Williams v. Barton (1825), 3 Ping. 139, Ex. Ch. ; and soo p. 241, antSt and 
cases there cited. It seems that this principle would hold good in the case of a 
pledge of goods bolonging to a bill of sale holder or a vendor on a hire-purebaso 
agreement which passes no property in the goods to the hirer. There seems 
to be no reported case where suen property has been pawnod without tlio 
consent of the owner. 

(e) 'There is no reported case on this point. See title Interpleader, 
Vol. XVII., p. 587 ; Ik Rothschild Freres v. Morrison^ Kekewich & Co,^ La Banque 
de Paris et des PaqsBaBY, Same, La Banque de Frame v. Hame (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 
750, C. A. (wharfinger interpleading though having a claim for payment of 
cbaiges) ; Best v. Hayes (1863), 1 H. & ( 3 . 718 (auctioneer claiming commission) ; 
Atteuhorouyh ▼. St, Katharines D<kIc Co, (1878), 3 C. P. D. 450, C. A. 
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Part III. — Pawns under the Pawnbrokers 

Act (/). 

Sect. 1. — Regulation of Paivnbroker's Business. 

Sub-Sect. Pawnbroker' 8 Licence, 

521. A pawnbroker who carries on business as such, and to 
whom the Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (< 7 ) (in this part of the title 
referred to as “ the Act ”), applies in relation to loans not exceeding 
JtlO, must take out a yearly excise licence for carrying on his 
business (h). Such licence is only granted on the production and 
in pursuance of a certificate granted under conditions hereinafter 
set out (i), except in the case of a pawnbroker already licensed 
at the commencement of the Act (g), who, with his executors, 
administrators, assigns, and successors, is exempt from the neces- 
sity of obtaining such a certificate (/c). Such exemption, while not 
confined to the business then carried on by him, but extending to 
shops subsequently opened by him ( 1 ), does not extend to a 
successor who sets up a new business in a town other than that 
in which the business to which he succeeded is situate (???). 

522. Before a certificate is applied for, the applicant must give 
twenty-one clear days* notice of his application by registered post 
to one of the overseers of the parish or place in whicli he intends 
to carry on business, and to the superintendent of the police of the 
district, and, twenty-ei^ht days before the application, must cause a 
like notice to be albxed and maintained between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
on two consecutive Sundays on the door of the church or chapel of 
the parish or place, and, if there is none, in some public or con- 
spicuous place (n), 

523. Certificates are granted in the Metropolitan Police District 
and in other places within the jurisdiction of a stipendiary magis- 
trate by a stipendiary magistrate ( 0 ), and in other cases by the 
district council of the district in which the application is made(p). 


(/) The Pawnbrokf^rs Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 9;i), and consequently this 

E art of the piesent title, apply only to contracts of pawn wheie the sum 
orrowed js ilO or less, and where the pawnee is a pawnbroker within the 
meaning of the Act ; see p. 235, anie. 

((/) 36 & 36 Viet. c. 93. A ])erson is not deemed to be a pawnbroker by 
reason only of his entering into contracts of pawn for sums exceeding £10 
8. 10). 

(A) /Afc?., 8. 37. For forms of licence and notice of Application therefor, see 
Encyclopredia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X., pp. 177, 178. 

(t) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 93), ss. 40—44 ; and see the text, 
infra. 

(k) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 39. 

(/) IK V. Inland Itecmue CommissumerSf OhUon's Case and Oarlandls Case. 
[1891] 1 Q. B. 485. 

(w) R. V. Inland RtVfnueCommimontTBf Ex paife Silvester, [1907] 1 K. B. lOS. 
in) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 42. 

( 0 ) Ibid., 8. 40. As to such magistrates, see title Magistkates, Vol. XIX , 
pp. 545, 548. 

(p) Pawnbroker Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93); Local Government Act, 
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Au appeal lies from the decibiou of the authority, liut no costs can Sect. i. 

be ordered against a district council if the appeal is successful (3). Eej^atlon 

• j Pawn* 

624. A certificate can only be refused on the following grounds broker’s 
or one of them : (1) that the apiilicant has failed to produce satisfac- BasineBS. 
tory evidence of good character; (2) that the shop in which he Grounds for 
intends to carry on business or any adjacent house or place owned refusal of 
or occupied by him is frequented by thieves or persons of bad certificate, 
character; (3) that he has not given the requisite notice (r). 


525. A certilicate must be in the prescribed form (s). 

Forgery of a certificate or tender of a forged certificate is an Form of 
offence punishable on summary conviction with a fine not exceeding certificate. 
£20 or imprisonment for six months with or without hard labour. I'^orgeiy. 
A licence granted in pursuance of a forged certificate is void, 
and use of a forged certificate with knowledge that it is forged 
perpetually disqualiiies a person from obtaining a licence (t). 


526. The licence must be taken out yearly for each shop, and Excise duty 
carries an excise duty of £7 10«. Every licence bears the date of licence, 
issue and terminates on the Slst July in each year {u). Pawnbrokers 
who carry on business in partnership only require one licence for 
each place of business (r). 


627. To act as a pawnbroker without a licence is an offence Penalty for 

punishable with an excise penalty not exceeding £60 (a). without 

628. The conviction of a pawnbroker on indicimont for fraud in 

his business or for receiving stolen goods renders the licence liable to on ^^nYtetioa 
cancellation by the court before wdiich the conviction is obtained (h). 


SuB-*SEcr. 2.~'-Cvihhu't of Business, 

629. A pawnbroker must keep and use certain prescribed books Books and 
and documents, which include pledge-books, pawn-tickets, sale- <lo««nient8 
books, declarations of claim and loss, and receipts and forms of *^®^*^* 
special contracts, and entries must be made therein in the manner 

1894 (o6 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 27 ; sec title Local Government, Vol. XIX., 
p. 2e(j. 

(7) 7t. V. Nm'thinnherland JnsticeSy Ex parte Arable Urban District Council 
(1907), 96 L. T. 700. Ab to such appeals, see p. 259^p(>8t, 

(r) l*awn brokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 43. For analogous cases 
where such grounds have to be considered, see title Intoxicating Liquors, 

Vol. XVIII., pp. 54 et setj. 

(sj Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 41, Sebed. VI. 

(t) Ihid.y 8. 44. As to the oiTence of forgery generally, see title Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 711 et se*^. As to the prosecution of 
offences punishable on summary conviction, see title MAOisTRAaES, A^ol. XIX., 
pp. 589 et seq, 

(m) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 37. 

(vi Excise Licences Act, 1825 (6 Goo. 4, c. 81), s. 7. 

(a) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872(35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 37. It sceins that this 
provision only applies to pawnbrokers who actively cany on business as such, 
and does not apply to persons who in the ordinary way of business enter into 
contmets of pawn when their business has in itself no connection with pawn- 
broking; see the definitions of “pawnbroker,” p. 2.'M ante. As to the 
recovery of excise penalties, see title Revenue. 

(5) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), b. 38. 
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indicated in the prescribed forms. Failure to comply with these 
provisions constitutes an offence (c). 

530. A pawnbroker must keep exhibited in large characters over 
the outer door^of his shop his full name with the word “pawn- 
broker.” He must also keep exhibited in a conspicuous part of his 
shop, so as to be legible to persons doing business therein, the infor- 
mation which is contained on the prescribed form of pawn-tickets. 
Failure to comply with these provisions constitutes an offence (d). 

It seems that an agreement for secret partnership in a pawn- 
broker’s business is contrary to these provisions and that no legal 
partnership is thereby constituted («), but at the same time contracts 
made in relation to the business so carried on are not void by reason 
only of such defect (/). 

531. For the purposes of the ActO;) everj tiling done or omitted 
by the servant, apprentice or agent of a pawnbroker in the course 
of or in relation to the business of the pawnbroker, is deemed to 
be done or omitted by the pawnbroker, and acts of a pawnbroker 
authorised by statutory provisions may be done by such servant, 
apprentice or agent (h), 

532. The provisions of the Act (g) extend to executors and 
administrators of deceased pawnbrokers, except that they are not 
liable for any penalty or forfeiture personally, or out of their own 
estate, unless the same is incurred by their own act or neglect (t). 

533. A pawnbroker in respect of business carried on by him in 
accordance with the Act (g) is not a “ money-lender ” within the 
Money-lenders Act, 1900 (/c). 

Sect. 2,— Pawning and Redemption of Pledges. 

534. A pawnbroker must, on taking a pledge in pawn, give to the 
pawner a pawn-ticket, and must not take such pledge unless the 
pawner takes the pawn-ticket (J). 

(rj Pawnbiokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet, c, 93), s 12. Tho prescribed form 
of these books and documents are found in ihid.^ Sched. III. ; see Encyclopoedia 
of Forms and Precedents, Vol. X.,pp. Vl%et seq. As to the prosecution of 
offenders, see pp. 268, 269, post. 

id) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Vxet. c. 93), s. 13. As to the prosecution 
of oiionders, soe pp. 268, 259, 

(e) So held iu Gimlon v. Iluwden (1845), 12 Cl. & Pin. 237, H. L. ; and Arw- 
strmq V. Armitrong, Lewis v. Arnisirmg (1834), 3 My. & K. 46, decided under 
stat. (1800) 39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 99 (now repealed), and not of certain authority 
under the Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Vitt. c. 93). 

(/) See p. 257, post, 

(^) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 93). 

(h) lhid„ s. 8. 

h) Ibid., 8. 7. 

(A-) 63 & 64 Vict. c. 51, s. 6. The fact that he has on one occasion lent 
money on the securi^ of a bill of sale does not make him such a “ money- 
lender ” (JVeuwmn v. OughUm, [1911] 1 K. B. 792); and see title Moxey and 
Money-Lending, Vol. XXI., p. 44. 

U) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Vict, c. 93), a 14. Tho forms of pawn- 
tiosets are prescribed by ibid., Sched. III. They contain, inter gha, the scales 
of charges, terms as to time of redemption, and directions as to the bteps to he 
taken when the pledge is destroyed by tire, or the ticket is lost, mislaid, or 
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585. Where the loan exceeds 40<. but does not exceed JGlO(m), 
the pawnbroker may make a special contract with the pawner, 
provided that he delivers to the pawner at the time of the pawning 
a special contract pawn-ticket signed by himself, and the pawner 
signs a duplicate thereof. Such a special contract is within the 
provisions of the Act (n) save as far as they are excluded by the 
terms of the special contract (<>), and is also subject to rules of 
common law where these are not repugnant to the provisions of the 
statute (p). 

536. The pawnbroker may only demand or take certain specified 
profits and charges on a loan on a pledge (gf), unless the loan 
exceeds J^IO, when the statutory provisions do not apply at all (/•). 
Specified profits and charges are provided where the loan exceeds 
40«. (s), but it is submitted that these only apply in cases wWe no 
special contract has been made(0. The pawnbroker must at the 
time of redemption, if required, give a receipt for the amount of the 
loan and profit paid to him (u). 

537. Every pledge is redeemable within twelve months from 
the day of pawning, exclusive of that day, but seven days of grace 
are added within which, if not redeemed within the }ear, it continues 
to be redeemable (v). 

A pledge pawned for 10«. or less, if not redeemed within 
the year and days of grace, becomes, at the end of the days of grace, 
the absolute property of the pawnbroker (a). This provision does 
not, however, give the pawnbroker such a property in the pledge as 
would prevail against the claim of the real owner where the 
pledge had been pawned without the owner’s consent by a person 
who has no title to the pledge (b). 

stolon. The pawnbroker is entitled to charge for the ticket itself ; see thtd,, 
Scheds. III. and IV. A pawn-ticket is the subject of laiceny (li. v. Morrtson 
(1859), Bell, 0. 0. 158); and see title Ckiminal Law and rnocEDURE, 
Vol. IX., p. 642). 

(w) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 10 (which altogetbor 
excludes from the Act contracts where the loan exceeds £10). Fur forms of 
special contracts for loans exceeding £10, see Encyclopcedia of Forms and 
Precedents, Vol. X., pp. 184, 186, 187. 

(n) See note (/), p. 248, ante. 

(o) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 24. This ticket is exempt 
from stamp duty [ibid,). As in the case of ordinary pawn -tickets, a sjiecial 
form is provided, which must be used by the pawnbroker {ibnj ! , s. 12, Sched. III. , 
Form 7). In the absence of special terms, where the loan exceeds 40«., JSched. III., 
Form 2, c, is provided. 

(p) Jonea v. Marshall (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 269. 

\q) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 15. The ''harges are set 
out in tiid., Sched. IV. 

(r) 2 bid,f 8. 10. In such a case none of the provisions of tho Pawnbrokers 
Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), apply, and any terms may be agreed upon as 
to profits and charges by pawner and pawnee. 

(а) Ihd.f 8. 15, Sched. IV. 

(t) 1 bid., ss. 10 (2), 24. 

(«) Ibid,, 8. 15. This receipt is not liable to stamp duty unl^ the profit 
amounts to 40«. or more {ibid.). As to stamp duty generally, see title Ebvenue. 

(t>) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 93), s. 16. 

(o) Ibid,, s. 17. 

(б) Singer Manufacturing Co, v. Clark (1879), 5 Bx, D. 37, per curiam, at 
p 45. 
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A pledge pawned for above 10«. continues redeemable until 
disposed of by sale or otherwise, altliough the year of redemption 
and days of grace have expired (c). 

538. The holder for tlie time being of the pawn-ticket is presumed 
to be the person entitled to redeem the pledge, and the pawnbroker, 
on payment to him of the loan and profit, must deliver the pledge to 
the person producing the pawn -ticket and is indemnified for so 
doing (//). This indemnity only applies as between the pawnbroker 
and the pawner, or the owner who has authorised the pledge, and 
in no degree affects the common law rights of an owner whose 
property has been pledged against his will (e). 

Sect. 3. — Sa/e of Pledges. 

Sob-Sect. 1. — Conduct of Sales. 

539. A pledge pawned for a sum above 10s. must, when disposed 
of by the pawnbioker, be disposed of by sale by public auction, 
subject to special regulations (/). The pawnl)rolver may bid for 
and purchase at sucli a sale a pledge pawned with him, and on 
purchase is deemed to be the absolute owner of the pledge pur- 
chased (g). A title thus acquired is not valid against the true 
owner of a pledge which has been fraudulently pawned without his 
consent by a pawner having no title thei elo (//). At any time within 
three years after such an auction, the holder of the pawn-ticket 
may inspect the entry of the sale in the pawnbroker’s book (i) and 
the authenticated catalogue of pledges (/i) or either of them (/). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Apphcatidi of Surplus. 

540. Where after sale of a pledge pawned for a sum above 10«. 
there appears in the pawnbroker’s book to be a surplus over and 
above the amount of the loan and profit due at the time of the 
sale, the pawnbroker must, on demand, within three years after 
the sale, pay the surplus, the necessary costs and charges of the 
sale being first deducted, to the holder of the pawn-ticket. If within 
twelve months before or after a sale resulting in a surplus another 
sale of a pledge or pledges of the same person results in a deficit, 
the pawnbroker has a right of set-off and is only liable for the 
balance due thereafter {in). These provisions do not affect the 
common law right of a pawnbroker to sue the pawner for a deficit 
after sale (w). 


(c) Pawnbiokers Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 93), 8. 18; aiul see j>. 251, ante. 

la) Pawnbiokers Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 25; boo p. 253, po^f. 

(e) Sinfjer Manufacturing Co, v. Clark (1879), 5 Ex. I). 37. 

If) Soo Pawnbiokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93\ s. li), Sohod. V.; and 
see, further, title Auction and Auciioneeiis, Vol. I., pp. 507, 508. As to the 
penalty for bieaoh of statutory provisions by auctioneer, see tbuL, p. 608, wheie 
the regulations are set out. 

{(/) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 19. 

(h) Burrows v. Barnes (1900), 82 L. T. 721. 

(i) As to the pawnbroker's bcK>ks, see p 249, ante. 

(A;) As to this catalogue, see title Auction and Auctioneers, Vol. I., 
pp! 607, 608. 

(f) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 21. 

\m) Ihid.i 8. 22. 

(n) Jones v. Marshall (1889), 21 Q. P. I). 269 ; see p. 245, a/Ae, 
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Sect. 4. — Itedelivery of Pledges. 

Spb-Sect. 1. — Production oj Pawn-ticket. 

541 The pawnbroker must on payment of loan and profit 
deliver the pledge to the person producing the pawn-ticket (a), but, 
subject to certain provisions (6), he is not bound to deliver back the 
pledge unless tb'^ pawn-ticket is delivered to luin((*). Those pro- 
visions only apply as between pawner and pawnee, and do not 
affect the rights of real owners of pledges pledged without their 
consent [d). 

542. Any person claiming to be the owner of a pledge, but not 
holding the pawn-ticket, and alleging that the same has been lost, 
mislaid, destroyed, or stolen or fraudulently obtained from him, may 
apply to the pawnbroker for a printed form of declaration, which 
must be delivered to him by the pawnbroker (c). The declaration 
must be in the prescribed form( /*),and may bo made before a com- 
missioner for oaths (. 7 ) or a justice by the applicant and by a person 
identifying him. If the applicant delivers such declaration to the 
pawnbroker, he acquires as between himself and the pawnbroker all 
the same rights and remedies as if he produced the pawn-ticket (//)• 

The declaration is not eftectual unless it is duly made and delivered 
to the pawnbroker not later than on the third day after the day on 
which the form is delivered to the applicant, exclusive of a day or 
days on which the pawnbroker is prohibited from carrying on 
business, the pawnbroker being indemnified for not delivering the 
pledge to any person until the expiration of this period (?). 

543. The pawnbroker is further indemnified for delivering the 
pledge or otherwise acting in conformity with the declaration unloss 
he has actual or constructive notice that the declaration is fraudulent 
or false in any material particular (k). 

544. The real owner of goods pledged without his consent is not 
confined for his remedy to the foregoing provisions, but may sue at 
once to recover the goods (1), 

545. A person who wilfully makes such a declaration knowing it 
to be false or not believing it to be true, is guilty of a misdemeanour 
and is liable to punishment by imimsonment or a fine (m). 


(o) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. o. 93), s. 25. 

i h) Seo the text, tn/ra, 

c) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 26. 
d) Singer Alannfai taring Co. v. (^lork (1879), 5 Ex. 1). 37. 
f*) Pawnbrokeis Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 29 (1). The delivery of 
the ticket by mistake to a third person, if that[>orson has absconded and the 
ticket cannot be obtained from him, is a “ loss ’* within those provisions 
{Buralem v. Attenborough (1873), L. K. 8 P. P. 122). 

(/) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), Schod. 111., Form V. 

(^) Commissioners for Oaths Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 50), s. 1 ; see titles 
Evidence, Vol. Xlll., p. 627 ; Solicitors. 

(5) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 29 (2). 

(i) Ibid., 8. 29 (2), (.3). 

(k) Ihid.y 8. 29 (4). 

vO Singer Manufacturing Co. v. Clark, supra, at p. 45. 

(w) Perjury Act, 1911 (I & 2 Oeo. 5, c. 6), repealing that part only of the 
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Sub-Sect. 2. — Damage to Pledge, 

64tt. If a pledge is destroyed or damaged by or in consequence 
of fire, the pawnbroker is liable, on application within the period 
available for redemption, to pay the value of the pledge after 
deducting the amount of the loan and profit, such value to be 
the amount of the loan and profit and 25 per cent, on the 
amount of the loan. The pawnbroker is entitled to insure to the 
extent of this value (n). 

647. Where a person entitled and offering to redeem a pledge 
shows to a court of summary jurisdiction that the pledge has 
become or has been rendered of less value tlian it was at the time 
of pawning by or through the default, neglect, or wilful mis- 
behaviour of the pawnbroker, the owner may be awarded reasonable 
satisfaction in respect of the damage, and the amount awarded must 
be deducted from the amount payable to the pawnbroker or must 
be paid by the pawnbroker as the court directs (o). In order to 
obtain a remedy under this provision the owner must prove actual 
default or neglect in the pawnbroker, which is not presumed in the 
case of accident ( p), 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Orders for Ddivery, 

648. An order for the delivery of goods and chattels to the 
owner may, on proof of ownership, be made by the court before 
which the conviction is obtained ( 7 ), either on payment of the loan 
or any part thereof to the pawnbroker, or without payment, accord- 
ing to the conduct of the owner and the other circumstances of the 
case, in the following cases : — 

( 1 ) Where a person is convicted in a court of summary juris- 
diction of knowingly and designedly pawning with a pawnbroker 
the property of another person without the authority of the 
owner ; 

( 2 ) Where a person is convicted in any court of feloniously 
taking or fraudulently obtaining any goods and chattels, and it 
appears to the court that the same have been pawned with a 
pawnbroker ; 

(3) Where in any proceedings before a court of summary 


Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 29, which deals with perjury in 
this matter; penalty, penal servitude for not more than seven years or 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for not more than two years, or a 
fine alone or added to the other penalties ; and see also title Cbiminal Law 
AND Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 490. Making a false declaration as to a pledge 
of greater value than £10 was held not to be an offence under the repealed 
provision (iif. v. Tregotiing (1899), 63 J. P. 504). 

(n) Pawnbrokers A<’t, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 93), s. 27; and see title 
Insurance, Vol. XVII., p. 524. 

(0) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 A 36 Vict. c. 93), s. 28. 

\P) Syredy, Carrut/iers (18d8), E. B. & E. 469 (accidental fire). This case 
was aeoided on similar words occuriing in stat. (1800), 39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 99, 
B, 24 (now repealed). As to the common law liability of pawnees, see p. 243, 
ante; titles Bail^ient, Vol. I., pp. 544, 564; Negligence, Vol. XXI., p. 430. 

( 7 ) See the text, infra, and p. 255, post. 
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jurisdiction it appears to the court that any goods and chattels 
brought before the court have been unlawfully pawned (r). 

549 . An order for delivery made by a court of summary juris- 
diction is no bar to an action at common law by the owner against 
the pawnbroker for the return of the goods, where the order has 
been applied for by a person other than the owner («). 


Skct. 4. 

Redelivery 
of Pledges. 

No bar to 
action by real 
owner. 


550 . A pawnbroker who, without reasonable excuse (proof I'cnaltyfor 
whereof lies on him) {t), neglects or refuses to deliver a pledge to the “on-d^ivery 
person entitled to have delivery thereof is guilty of an offence («) ; entmoT 
and a court of summary jurisdiction may, with or without imposing 
a penalty, order the delivery of the pledge on payment of the 
amount of the loan and profit (a). 


Sect. 6. — Offences. 

Sub-Sect. 1.— Pawnbrokers. 

661 . A pawnbroker commits an offence {h) if he does any of the Offences in 
following things : — (1) takes an article in pawn from any person elation to 
apparently under the age of fourteen, whether offered by that ^gin^^ 
person on his own behalf or on behalf of any other person (c), or 
from any person appearing to be intoxicated ; (‘2) purchases or 
lakes in pawn or exchange a pawn-ticket issued by another pawn- 
broker ;(3J employs any servant or apprentice or other person 
under the age of sixteen years to take pledges in pawn ; (4) carries 
on the business of a pawnbroker on Sunday, Good Friday, or 
Christmas Day, or a day appointed for public fast, humiliation, or 
thanksgiving ; (5) undc^r any pretence purchases, except at public 
auction, any pledge \^hile in pa\Mi with him ; (6) suffers any pledge 
while in pawn with him to he redeemed with a view to his 
purchasing it ; (7) makes any contract or ngreemeiit with any 
person pa>vning or offering to pawn any article, or with the owner 
thereof for the purchase, sale, or disposition thereof within the 
time of redemption ; (8) sells or otherwise disposes of any pledge 
pawned with him except at the time and in the manner authorised 
by the Act (d). 


(r) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (3r> & 36 Viet c. 0‘i), s. 30; and see title 
Cbiminal Law and Phockdure, Vol. IX., p. 688. As to the powers of magis- 
trates in the metropolis generally, see p. 2 17, ante, 

(fl) L(it ester Vo. v. Cherryman^ [19(17] 2 K. B. 101. Even if the owner had 
applied for the order, queevt whether there would have been iin e8topi)el as 
uguinst him [ibid.). 

(f) In the absence of (lishonosty, the loss of the pledge by the pawnbroker is 
a “reasonable excuse” {Athrorthy and Walkir v. Vtaytmy [1907 J 2 K. B. 680). 

(m) For penalty, see p. 258, post, 

(a) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 31. 

(b) For penalty, see j). 258, post 

(r) Childien Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), h. 117, which raiHOs the age to 
fourteen from twelve years as laid down in the Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 
Viet. c. 93), s. 32, mentioned in note (d), infra; and see title Infants and 
Children, Vol. XVII., p. 172. 

(d) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 32. As to offences by 
retailers of spirituous liquors taking pledges as security for a debt for such 
liquors, see tide Intoxicating Liquors, Vol. XVIII., pp. 170, 171. 
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652. A pawnbroker who knowingly takes in pawn any linen or 
apparel or unlinished goods or materials entrust3d to any person 
to wasli, scour, iron, mend, manufacture, work up, finish or make 
up, commits an offence, and is liable on summ iry conviction to 
forfeit a sum not exceeding double the amount of the loan, and to 
restore the pledge to the owner in the presence of the court or as 
the court directs (e). Unfinished goods or materials include any 
goods of any manufacture, or of any part or branch of any 
manufacture, either mixed or separate, or any materials whatever 
plainly intended for the composing or manufacturing of any goods, 
after such goods or materials are put into a state or course of 
manufacture or into a state for any process or operation to be 
performed thereupon or therewith, and before the same are com- 
pleted or finislied for the purpose of wear or consumption (/). 

553. The owner of any such articles above mentioned, if they 
have been pawned, or of an article unlawfully pawned (g), may obtain 
a search warrant, upon proof before a justice on oath of probable 
cause of suspicion, and that the goods, if unlawfully pawned, have 
been unlawfully obtained (/<). The warrant must be executed within 
the liours of business at the shop of the suspected pawnbroker (//). 
Resistance to the search entitles tlie constable to break open the 
shop and is an offence. If the above-mentioned goods, or any of 
them, are found, the court must, on due proof of property by the 
owner, cause them to be restored to him(»). 

554. A pawnbroker must at any time, when ordered or sum- 
moned by a court of summary jurisdiction, attend before the court 
and produce all books and papers relating to his business required 
by the court (/•*). Failure to coinply wdth this provision is an 
offence (/r). 

555. The following acts and defaults by a pawnbroker with 
respect to pledges for loans of more than lOs. are offences punish- 
able summarily by aline not exceeding ^10(1) : — {l) Failing to 
comply with the provisions as to sale ; (2) entering in his book a 
pledge as sold for loss than the sum realised or failing to enter the 
same ; (B) refusing to any person entitled thereto inspection of an 
entry of sale in his hook or of the authenticated catalogue ; 
(4) failing without lawful excuse (proof whereof lies on him) to 


(e) PawnbrokoM Acf, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet. c. 93), 35. The amount forfeited 

must be paid to tlie overseers of the poor of tlie pirish in which the offence i.s 
ooDimitted (#7uV/.). For the prosecution of offences punishable on summary 
oonviction, see title Magistuates, Vol. XIX., pp. 5n9 et aeq. 

if) Pawnbrnkeix Act, 1872 (35 & 3(5 Vict. c. 93), s, 5. 

As to uni iwful pawning, see p. 257, 

(h) As to Bench warrants in general, see titles CniMiXAL Law and Pro- 
cedure, Vol. IX., p. 310; Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 676; Police, p. 498, 
poaK 

(t) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 36; and see p. 254, ante. 

(A?) Pawnbrokew Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s, 50. For penalty, see 
p. 258, post 

(/) As to summary conviotious generally, see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX,, 
pp. 689 et seq* 
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produce such a catalogue on lawful demand ; (5) refusing to pay on 
demand the surplus to the person entitled thereto (m). 

556. Where a pawnbroker is guilty of an offence against tlie 
Act (n) (apart from offences relating to licences (o) ), any contract 
of pawn or other contract made by him in relation to his business 
of pawnbroker is not void by reason only of the offence ; nor by 
reason only of the offence does he lose his lien on or right to the 
pledge or to the loan and profit. This enactment does not affect 
any provision relating to orders for delivery or restoration made 
by any court (p). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — By Pawners. 

557. Any person is guilty of an offence who knowingly and 
designedly pawns with a pawnbroker the property of another person, 
without being employed or authorised by the owner thereof to pawn 
the same, and is liable on summary conviction to a tine not exceed- 
ing £‘5 and, in addition thereto, any sum not exceeding the full 
value of the pledge as ascertained by the court {q). The fact that 
a person has been convicted of larceny of a chattel is no bar to a 
subsequent prosecution for unbuvf ully pawning the stolen chattel (r). 

558. Any person is guilty of an offence (s) who (1) offers to a 
pawnbroker an article by way of pawn, being unable or refusing to 
give a satisfactory account of the means by which he became 
possessed of the article; (2) wilfully gives false information to a 
pawnbroker as to whether an article offered by him in pawn is 
his own property or not, or as to his name and address, or as 
to the name and address of the owmer of the article ; (fl) not 
being entitled to redeem, and not having any colour of title by 
law to redeem a pledge, attempts or endeavours to 'redeem the 
same (/)• 

559. In the cases mentioned in the preceding jiaragraph, and 
where a pawnbroker reasonably suspects (a) that an article offered to 


(m) Pawnbrokore Act, ]872 (Jjo & .'iC Viet. c. 9.*}), s. 23. 

in) Pawnbrokers Act. 1872 (35 & 30 Vict. c. 93). 

(o) See p. 249, ante. 

(p) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Vict. c. 93), s. 51. As to such orders, 
see p. 254, ayiie. 

( 7 ) Pawnbrokoi s Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Vict. c. 93), s. 33. TLo fino may bo anjjliod 
to comj)eusate tLo por^on injured and to defray the costs of j>rosecution, but in 
case the person injured declines to receive componsution, or there is a surplus, 
the fine or surplus must be paid to the overseers of the poor of the paiish in 
which the offence was committed (thtd.). The pawnbroker himself may be the 
prosecutor [b'ancett v. Barman (1898), 14 T. L. K. 148). As to the prosecution of 
offences punishable on summary conviction, see title Magistuates, Vol. XIX., 
pp. 589 et seq. 

(r) Ptekfard v. Corsi, [1901] 2 K. B. 212. 

For penalty, see p. 258, jn>ai. 

h) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict, c. 93), s. 34. 

(a) The reasonable suspicion need not be a suspicion that the person offering 
the goods is Hmself the toief, nor need the pawnbroker leave his shop U) make 
fuii£er inquiries {Howard v. CUirke (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 558). In an action for 
false imprisonment against a pawnbroker arising in such a case, the question 
as to whether the defendant’s suspicion was reasonable is one for the judge and 
not for the jury {ibid.) ; and see title ^idexcb, VoL XIII., p. 431. 

XI, L.— XXII, 
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him in pawn has been stolen or otherwise illegally or clandestinely 
oMained, he may seize and detain the person or article, or either 
of them, to be delivered up as soon as possible into the custody of 
the police, and in the case of a person so detained to be brought 
before a justice (h). 

The pawnbroker, upon certificate of the justice, may in such 
a case be compensated for his expenses, trouble and loss of time, 
such certificate having the effect of an order of court upon the 
offender for the payment of the expenses of a prosecution (b) 
under the Criminal Law Act, 1826 (c). 

Similar provision for detention is made, under special statutes, 
in cases arising in the Metropolitan Police District (d) and the City 
of London (e). 

660. A pawnbroker may, on reasonable suspicion that a pawn- 
ticket has been counterfeited, forged or altered, detain the person 
uttering, producing, showing or offering the same and the ticket, 
or either of them, and deliver the person and the ticket, or 
either of them, into the custody of the police (/). 

Sect. G . — Penalties and Prosecution, 

661. A pawnbroker or other person found guilty of an offence 
under the Act(g)t in respect of which no specific forfeiture or 
penalty is therein prescribed, is liable on summary conviction to a 
penalty not exceeding £10 (/<). 

662 Penalties in the absence of a special direction may be 
applied by the court (1) where the complainant is the party 
aggrieved, by paying one moiety of the penalty to him, and 
(2) where the complainant is not the party aggrieved, by paying 
him no part thereof, or such part only as the court thinks 
lit (0. 

663. Where it appears to the court that the information or 
complaint is frivolous, the informer or complainant may be ordered 

(It) Pawnbiokers Act, 1872 (.*{5 & 88 Viet. c. 93), h. 31. 

(<•) 7 Goo. 4, c. (>i, R. 23 ; now ropcale<l and replaced by Ihe Conts in Criminal 
(’liHOR Act, 190S f8 Kdw. 7, c. ITi), r. 9 (a); boo title Cjiiminal Law axi> 
I’aorEiniUK, Vol. JX., pp. 324, note (/), 445. 

(//) Metropolitan Dolice Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), a. (JO. Aetolhe Metro- 
jHililan Police Libtrict, boo titled Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 648; Police, 
p. 407, 

(e) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. e. xciv ), b. 48. 

1/ ) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet. c. 93), s. 49. Uttering a fortred 
pawn-ticket with intent to defraud is an offence under the Porgery Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 98), a. 23, os the same is an “ accoiintHble leceipt** within 
that section {Ji, v. Fitrhie (1867), Dears. & B. 175, (\ C. It. ; and see title 
(Criminal I4AW and Procedure, Vol. IX., np. 719 tt ntf . A pawn-tickot is 
the subject of larceny (72. v. Morrison (1859), jiBll, C. C. 158). 

(^) l^wubrokors Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viot. o. 93). 

(hi Jbid,, 8. 46. As to the prosecution of offences punishable on summary 
oonviotion, see title Maoistratbs, Vol. XIX., pp. 689 et seg, A common 
informer may commence proceedings [Caswell v. Morgan (1869), 1 E- d £. 809 
(a case relating to penalties under a reified Act) ). 

(i) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 46. 
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to pay, as amends to the defendant, a sum not exceeding .£5, 
recoverable as a penalty (A). 

564. A common informer compounding, delaying, or with- 
drawing any information for money directly or indirectly paid 
to him commits an offence (/). 

565. An appeal lies to quarter sessions from a summary 
conviction for an offence under the Act (m), in accordance with the 
general provisions governing appeals in summary jurisdiction (n). 

566. An appeal from a refusal to grant a certificate for a licence (o), 
must be made to a court of general or quarter sessions of the district 
held not less than fifteen days, and unless adjourned by the court, 
not more than four months, after the decision complained of. Seven 
da3^s’ notice of the appeal and of the grounds thereof must be given 
to the other party by the appellant, who immediately thereafter must 
enter into the usual recognisance before a justice with two sureties. 
If the appellant is in custody he may bo released therefrom on 
entering into the recognisance. The court may adjourn the 
appeal or confirm, reverse, or modify the decision or remit the 
matter with the opinion of the court thereon, or make such other 
order as it thinks just, and the court has a complete discretion as 
to costs (p). 

567. No order or conviction of the court of summary juris- 
diction, the subject of an api^eal, may he quashed for want of 
form or be removed by certioiari or otherwise at the instance of 
either party (q). 

568. Any person sued or prosecuted for anything done by 
him in pursuance or execution or intended execution of the 
Act (r) may plead generally that the same was done under those 
ciicumstances and give the special matter in evidence (k). 


(A) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (3o & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 47. 

(/) 8, 48. For penalty, see p. 258, ante. 

{vi) Pawnbiokera Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet, c, 93), n. 52 ; Summary Juristliction 
Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 43), s. 4 and Sched. (repealing in part the Pawn- 
broker8 Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93). s. 52). 

(w) Summary Jurii-diction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet, c. 49); and see title 
Magistrates, *Vol. XIX., pp. 642 et tea. 

(o) See p. 249, ante. All otUer appeals are governed by the general law as to 
appeals to quailer sessions, for which see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., 
pp. 638—660. 

(p) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 52. Tliis section has been 
repealed (see the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 43), h. 4) 
except so far as it relates to an appeal in this particular mattei . 

(^) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 53 ; and see title Crowji 
Practice, Vol. X., pp. 155. 160. 

S Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93). 
llitL, 8. 55. 
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PXBRAQES AND BiONITIBS. 


Sect. 1. 
In General. 

Definition of 
peerage. 


riaiwifiration 
of peeri. 


Digniry of 
a peer. 


Part I. — Peerage. 

Sect. 1. — Jn General, 

669. ** Peerage may be defined as a hereditary dignity to which 
is attached the right to a summons by name to sit and vote in Parlia- 
ment (a). The right has, however, been modified by the Acts of 
Union (h) to this extent, that peers of Scotland and peers of Ireland 
sit in the Parliament of the United Kingdom by representative 
peers only (r). 

670. There are now five classes of peers : — 

(1) Peers of England. They are all entitled to a summons to the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom. 

(2) Peers of Scotland. They are represented in the Parlia- 
ment of the United Kingdom by sixteen representative peers of 
Scotland (d). 

(8) Peers of Great Britain. These are peers created between the 
dates of the Union with Scotland and the Union with Ireland. They 
are entitled to a writ of summons to the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom ((’). 

(4) Peers of Ireland. They are represented in the Parliament 
of the United Kingdom by tvsenty-eight elected representative peers 
of Ireland (/). 

(5) Peers of the United Kingdom. These are peers created since 
the Union \\ith Ireland other than peers of Scotland or Ireland, 
and the Lords of Appeal in Ordinary ((/). They are entitled to a 
wiit of suminoiiH to sit in Parliament (/(). 

671. Whereas the dignity of the Sovereign is world-wide, that of 
a peer is confined to the country in which it is held(i). 

There are peers who ai’e not lords of Parliament, and lords of 
Parliament who are entitled to he summoned and to sit and vote in 
Parliament but are not peers, for example, the Lords Spiritual (A). 

(ft) See title Parliament, Vol. XXL, pp. 622 et seq. As to peerages 
for life, see p. 269, po^^. 

(0) Union with Scotland Act, 1706 (6 Anne, c. 11); Union with Ireland 
Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, o. 67); and see titles Constitutional Law, 
Vol. VII., Tip. 10 et sea, ; Parliament, Vol. XXL, pp. 624 et seq. 

(c) See the text, ivfra. 

(d) Union with Scotland Act. 1706 (6 Anne, c. 11), s. l.arts. 22, 23 ; and 
see title Parliament, VoL XXL, p. 625. There is a fresh election for 
each Parliament. A peer of Scotland who is also a peer of Great Britain 
or of the United Kingdom may be, but is not usually, elected a repre- 
hen tat ive peer. 

(a) See title Parliament, Vol. XXL, p. 622 ; and see ibid,, note (p). 

(/) Union with Ireland Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 67), s. 1, art. 4; 
ana see p. 270, post; title Parliament, Vol. XXL, p. 626. Election is 
for life. 

ig) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. o. 59), s. 6 ; see title 
Paruamrnt, Vol. XXI., p. 628. 

(h) See title Parliament, Vol. XXI , p. 622. 

{i) Douglas v. Milled (1480), Y. B. 20 Edw. 4. fo. 6, pi. 6; Calvings 
Case (1608), 7 Co. Rep. la, 15 b, 16 a ; and see L^d Advocate v. 
Walker's Trustees, [1912] A. C. 95, per Lord Atkinson, at p. 104. 

(k) See titles Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. XL, p. 387; Paruamext, 
Vol. XXL, pp. 610, 621. 
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Sect. 2. — Degrees of Peerage. 
Sub-Sect, 1.-— //i Oeneral. 


8bot. 2. 

De^es of 
Feerage. 


572. The right to a peerage is distinct from a title of honour 
conferring a particular rank in the peerage, which is a matter 
merely collateral (/). 


Srn-SEir. 2.— 


Right to 
peerage 
distinct from 
title of 
honour. 


673. “ Duke ” is the highest degree of i)eerage, tliough third in Dukca. 
order of antiquity. Tlie title, though formerly used as a special 
description of an earl (m). was in 1038 distinguished from the latter 
title by the creation of Edward, Earl of Chester, as Duke of 
Cornwall (n). 


Sub-Sec r. 3. - Mar»juesse$, 

574. “ Marquess ” (o), the second degree of peerage in precedence, Marqueiiei. 
but fourth in antiquity, was first introduced into England as a 
title or dignity in 1885, when Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, was 
created Marquess of Dublin ( p). The creation was by charter 
and for life only; and precedence was given between the dukes 
and earls (g). 


{1) Norfolk {Earldom) Peerage Claim, [1907] A. C. 10, per Lord Davey, 
at p. 17. 

(wi) Selden, Vol. L, c. 8, s. 30. 

(n) 2 Co. lust. 5 ; 9 Co. Hop. 49 a ; Charter. 11 Edw. 3 (bold to be an 
Act of Parliament {Prince's Case (1605), 8 Co. Rep. 1) ). The dignity and 
lands were entailed on the eldest son of the de facto king {ibid .) ; and see. 
further, title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 368. Henry Plantagonel, 
Karl (Palatine) of Lancaster (see Complete Peerage of England, by 
G. E. C., Vol. V., p. 7) was, on 6th March 1350-1351, created Duke of Lan- 
caster, and King Richard II. created several members of the Royal Family 
dukes. King Richard II. also created Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, to 
be Marquess of Dublin and afterwards Duke of Ireland, but both dignities 
appear to have been for life and to relate to the olHce of governor (see 
Complete Peerage of England, by G. E. C., Vol. IV., p. 321). John, Earl 
of llimtingdon, was created Duke of Exeter by King Henry IV. “ in 
Ducatu illo cinget^do sibi gladium ac apposiiionem cappe capiti suo invest i- 
mus u% est moris ” to hold to him and the heirs male of his body (Dignity 
of a Peer of the Realm, Vol. V., pp. 241, 242). 

(o) Also spelt “marquis” (Oxford English Dictionary, Vol. VI.). 

ip) Selden, Vol. I., o. 4, p. 39 ; Vol. II., c. 6, p. 693 ; 2 Co. Inst. 5. 

iq) Rotuli Parliamentorum, Vol. III., p. 209. The next creation was in 
1397, when Richard II. creat^ John, Earl of Somerset, marquess of the 
same, to him and the heirs male of his body. The title was extinguished 
by King Henry IV., and the Lords and Commons having petitioned His 
Majesty to restore the honour, the earl himself objected as the name of 
marquess was “strange in this kingdom.” The words of creation were 

stih titulo ac nomine Marchionis loci predicti per HncturatiH gladit 
investimus.** The charter was panted in Parliament (Dignity of a Poor of 
the Realm, Vol. V., p. 117 ; Rotuli Parliamentorum, Vol. III., p. 488 ; 
Palmer, Peerage Law in England, pp. 3, 57). The name is supposed to 
have been first applied in Europe to lords marchers or governors of 
frontier provinces (%lden, Vol. 11., c. 5, s, 64), 
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8eot. 2 . 
Degrees of 
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Karld. 

Kaildom. 


V'l^counti. 


Bctrous. 


Pebeaoes akd Dignities. 


Sub-Sect. 4.— 

576. “Earl” is the third degree of peerage in order of prece- 
dence, but first in antiquity (r). The name of a county was not an 
essential part of the dignity, but was used to distinguish earls of 
the same Christian name («). 

An earldom is not confined to a place, but extends through the 
whole kingdom. It was designed for the defence of the King and 
country and extends over all the land (f). It is an office as well as 
a dignity (//). 

Sub -Sect. 5. — I'mcounfs. 

576. “V iscount ” is the most recent degree of peerage, and ranks 
after earls but above barons (a). The first introduction of the title 
into England was in 1440, wffien John Lord Beaumont was, by 
letters patent and investiture, created Viscount of Beaumont (b), 

Sub-Slct. 6.—/Jaron^. 

677. “Baron” is the fifth degree of peerage, and ranks after 
viscount. At the time of the Conquest, and as late as Magna 
Cluirta, there were greater and lesser barons (<*). 

(r) Cruise, Origin of Dignities, e. 1, s. 55 ; 4 Co. Rep. 49 a. The 
earldom ot SuiToy was created by King William 11., and certain magnates 
arc styled coraiics in Domesday Book. These earls are, however, always 
<‘alled by their personal names, and it is doubtful whether they held 
r.nglish earldoms or were counts of Normandy. If the latter, they were 
counts created by a duke, which power existed in dukes of the Empii-e. 
q'heir status, therelore, was presumably below that of English earls when 
the latter were established. The first charters now existing aie those 
cieating — (1) Ceoffrey de Mandeville, Earl of Essex, to hold to him and 
heirs “ jmt eum hereditabdiier ” ; (2) Milo de Gloucester, Earl of 
llereforu; (3) Aubrey de Vere, Earl of Cambridge, with liberty, if ho 
could not have that name, to choose Irom Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Wilt- 
shire, and Dorsetshire, q'lie charter to Milo is printed in full, and the 
material jiarts of the others arc given in Selden’s Titles of Honour on the 
authority of chroniclers. The charter to Geoffrey do Mandeville is in the 
British Museum, and has been printed in Palmer, Peerage Law in England, 
]> 241 ; Round, “Geoffrey de Mandeville.’* Earls and barons are the only 
dignities known to have existed before the constitution of Parliament. 

(«) Round, “ (leoffrey de Mandeville,” p. 144. 

(0 H, V. Knollys (1604), 1 Ld. Rayin. 10,12; S. C., 8ub nom. li, v. 
Ixnowles, 12 Mod. Rep, 60. 

(if) Norfolk (Earldom) Peerage CUum, (1907| A. C. 10. 

(a) Seldon, Vol. 11., c. 5, s. 31 ; see the letters ])atent creating John, 
Lord Beaumont, to be Viscount Beaumont (printed in Palmer, Peerage 
Jiaw in England, p. 276). 

{b) King Henry VI. civated this peerage; see 2 (^o. Inst. 6; and see 
note (a), supra. The Latin expression “ rice comes ” is not strictly equiva- 
lent, for it anciently meant the sheriff. The dignity has always been 
cheated by lettei-s patent in England, but in Ireland the three dignities of 
Buttovant, Penuoy, and Gormanston are in a list of prescriptive peerage 
recognised by King Henry VII. Gormanston was created by patent in 
1478, and the constitution of the other two are unknown (Complete Peerage 
of England by G. E. C.. Vol. III., p. 326). 

(c) Cruise, Origin of Dignities, 2nd ed., c. 1, s. 60. The word was anciently 
assigned to all military tenants in chief of the Crown (see the opinion of 
the author of the Diraity of a Peer of the Realm, VoL I., p. 85), 
which is corroborated by the fact that such tenants in chief retained the 
title in Scotland long subsequent to tb creation of Lords of ParliamoQtt 
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Barony by tenure was not preserved by the Abolition of Tenures 
Act(rf) and no longer exists (<'). 

Sect. 3. — Creation of Peers. 

678. Peers have l)een created by Act of Parliament, by charter, 
by letters patent and, in England, by writ of summons to Parliament 
followed by a sitting (/). 

679. A writ of summons, followed by a sitting, creates a 
barony only. A ^^rit by the name of eirl ” does not create an 
earldom (fi). 

A writ does not create a peerage it it can be roft'rred to a previous 
instrument of creation (//). 

There must be a sitting as w’ell as a writ(/), and evidence to 
explain the absence of sitting is not enough (j ) ; but proof of a 
sitting is ipso faeto proof of the writ (A ). 


See also the charter of King Henry I. (printed in the Statutes of the Kealni, 
Vol. I., p. 1), contjiining the words quis baronum. Comitum meormn. 
site tdiorum qui de me tenenV '" ; si quis baron um, ret aliorum hominum 
meorumP A ** homo regis^* w-as a tenant in chief, and llie charier 
shows that haron and “ Aowo ” were distinct ranks forty years after the 
Conquest. For a fuller disquisithm on this question see the three first 
divisions of the Dignity of a Peer of the Itealrn. The opinion then^ 
expressed may be held to differ from lliat of the text, supra. It 
was in lact the object of the author of the Lords’ Reports to reject all 
claims to peerage iounded on tenure. It must be concluded that the 
reports and the rulings in various claims to baroni<\s by writ go far to deny 
that the barons who obtained Magna C’harta (see title (\)N8TmrjtoN \L 
liAW, Vol. VI., ]>. 377, note (i) ) w^ere peers in the present meaning of 
peerage. Similarly, King Henry 11. in 1154 grunted a cheater which 
mentions '' ('omites et Barones et omnes mei homines'* (Statutes of the 
Realm, Vol. I., p. 4) ; and see note (A), inpa, 

id) Stat. (1660) 12 Car. 2, c. 24; see titles Covstitu'jional Law, 
Vol. VI., p. 380, note (c) ; Real Property and Chaiiels Real. 

(c) Berkeley Peerage (1861), 8 11. L. Cas. 21. Up to the accession 
of William III. (1689) the theory that all peerage in its origin was by 
tenni'e of land was held by all judges and writers, but has now been 
abandoned, so that their authority is now’ of little value. 

(/) Prince* 8 Case (1606), 8 Co. Ilep, 1. It is sometimes difficult to 
decide whether a particular instrument is an Act of Parliuinent or a 
charter granted in Parliament. But the distinguishing feature seems, as 
a rule, to be the assent of the Commons. The validity of the instrument 
may depend on this distinction ; see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., 
pp. 454, 456. For example of such Acts, see Palmer, Peerage Law in 
England, ch. 4. Although historical evidence tends to show that pre- 
eminent dignities entitling or qualifying the holders to attend tlie King’s 
i^ouncil or Parliament were created by public invcstilure by the Sovereign 
himself, and that written documents were evidence of creation rather 
than creation itself, the contrary opinion is, however, asserted that 
earldoms and higher dignities are created by charter or patent, and tliat 
investiture is the outward sign of creation. 

(0) Norfolk {Earldom) Peerage Claim, [1907J A. C. 10. 

(k) Vaux Peerage (1837), 6 CL & Fin. 526. 

(1) Barony of Clifton (1673), Collins on Baronies, p. 292; Fte^chville 
Peerage (1677), Dignity of a Peer of the Realm, Vol. III., p. 29, 

(;) De Wahull Claim (1892), Minutes of Evidence of Claims before 
Committee for Privileges. 

{k) Hastings Peerage (1841), 8 Cl At Fin. 144; Vaur Pierage, supra; 
Braye Peerage (1836), 6 (‘1. At Fin. 757. 
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Peerages ano DroNiTiES. 


Sect. 

Creation of 
Peers. 

Summons 
to Parliament 
essential. 

First creation 
of baron. 


Creation of 
new peerages. 


A 'A’rit of summons to an assembly other than a Parliament 
consisting of lords spiritual and temporal and elected repre- 
sentatives of counties, cities and boroughs does not create a 
pierage (/). 

The first creation of a baron by letters patent appears to have 
l)een in 1388 (11 Ric. II.), when John de Beauchamp of Holt, 
steward of tho King’s household, was created Lord de Beauchamp 
and Baron of Kidderminster to him and the heirs male of his 
body (ill). 

580 . Since tlie Union with Scotland (n) no new peer of 


(l) De Wohull Chim (1892), Minutes of Evidence of Claims before 
Committc3 for Privileges. The first evidence of such a Parliament is the 
issue of writs by Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, in 1264, when King 
Henry III. was a captive, and this date was allowed in the claim to the 
barony of de Ros (Collins on Baronies, p. 261). Subsequently this Parlia- 
ment was abandoned, the King not being a free agent, and it was 
lield in the Mowbray Claim (1887), that the first Parliament, a summons 
to which may prove peerage, was that of 23 Edward I. (Edward for 
Henry) in 1295. 

(m) Dignity of a Peer of the Realm, Vol. V., p. 81 ; Palmer, Peerage 
Law in England, p. 263. In the Dignity of a Peer of the Realm, Vol. V., 
a number of charters and letters patent creating dignities are printed, 
of which a few relate to baronies. These creations are by letters patent 
of Kin^s Henry VI. and Edward IV. The earlier creations contain no 
<*lcar limitation, but some make provision for the sustentation of the 
dignity, which is limited to heirs or heirs male of the body. One Act 
of King Henry 111. (26th year), with its sequel, may be considered to 
throw light on the early constitution of baronies (Dignity of a Peer of 
the Realm, Vol. V., p. 244 ; Sir Harris Nicholas, Report, p. 204). The Act 
recites that Warin, late Baron de Lisle, was seised of the lordship of 
Kingston Lisle in the county of Berks; that his estates descended to 
Elizabeth, Countess of Warwick, who left three coheirs, the eldest of 
them married to John Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury ; that the earl and 
countess had granted the lordship to their son John, which lordship was 
the portion of the eldest coheir ; that Warin and all his ancestors had 
the dij^nity of Baron and Lord of Lisle in right of the said manor and 
lordship beyond the memory of man. The King therefore ^ants the 
dignity of Baron de Lisle to John, son of the earl, with nght to sit 
in Parliament, This supports the proposition that in the fifteen^ century 
the heirs in possession of certain landed baronies had always belonged 
and ought to belong to the class styled '* Barones Majores.” Baronies have 
for the last four centuries been always created by letters patent with 
limitations to heirs male of the body (further special remainders being 
sometimes added), except in Scotland, where earldoms and baronies 
descendible to heirs were created down to the union of the kingdoms 
(Dignity of a Peer of the Realm, Vol. V., p. 262). King Henry VI., in his 
twenty -fifth year, created the barony of Saye and Sele without words of 
limitation, and granted a provision limited to heirs and assigns (CJomplete 
Peerage of England, by G. E. C., Vol. VII., p. 64 ; Saye and Sele 
Barony (1848), 1 H. L. Cas. 507). Whether the barony was created by 
this instrument or by writ, or whether the grantee was heir of an earlier 
barony, is open to argument, but the use of the word “ assigns ’* must 
be noted as raising the question whether any of the letters patent 
creating deities, without words of limitation expressly applied to the 
dignities, did in fact create hereditary peerages according to the law of 
England. 

(n) Union with Scotland Act, 1706 (6 Anne, o. 11); and see titles Con* 
CTITUTIONAL Law, VoL VII., p. 10; Pabuamsnt, VoL XXI., p. 625. 
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England or Scotland can be created ; and, since the Act of Union s>ct. s. 
with Ireland (o), no new peer of Great Britain can be created. The Creation of 
Crown has, however, power to create any number of peers of the Peers. 
United Kingdom (p). 

581. The Crown can only create one new Irish peerage for every Irish peer*, 
three that become extinct, provided the number of Irish peers 
entitled to sit in the House of Lords does not fall below one hun- 
dred, in which case that number is to be maintained (q). But the 
extinction of one out of several peerages held by the same person 

will not give rise to the right, because the word “ peerage ” here 
means the status or condition of a peer (a). The creation of a new 
Irish peerage on the supposed extinction of an old one is not, how- 
ever, affected by the revival of the latter (b). 

582. A peerage is now (e) created by letters patent under the Procedure on 

creation of 
peerage. 

(o) Union with Ireland Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 67); and see title 
Parliament, Vol. XXL, pp. 626, 627. 

( p) See title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 445. 

(q) Union with Ireland Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 67), art. 4. 

(a) Fermoy Peerage Claim (1866), 6 H. L. Cas. 716. In this case the 

holder of an Irish earldom received, before the Act of Union, a new jiateiit 
creatine him an Irish baron with remainder over in default of heirs male of 
his body. He died without heirs male of his body, so that the earldom 
became extinct, but the barony went over. Jt was held that the iou 

of the earldom was not, under the oircumstanoes, an extinction within the 
meaning of the statute. As to extinotion, see p. 273, post 

(b) Bloomiield Peerage (1831), -2 Dow-& 'C1.-344. 

(o) The ancient method of creation appears to have been by wiit of 
summons. One of the demands of the barons conceded in Magna Oharta 
(see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 377, note (1)) was that 
summonses must be addressed to the Barones Majores separately and 
individually when general summonses to the tenants in ohief were 
addressed to the sheriffs of counties. But whether a tenant iu chief 
became a greater baron by any form of creation, or whether, between the 
date of Domesday Book (1086) and that of the earliest writs of summons 
to Parliament, any person was created a baron with a territorial name 
of dignity, is unknown. In the subsequent writs one or two persosis were 
summoned as barons, while the vast majority wore called “ chivalers.” 

It is possible that these persons had been created barons by charter. No 
such charter, however, is known to exist. The writ of summons was “ ad 
eonsuUndum ad traotandum de negotiis'' or some such words inapplicable 
to military service, followed by a sitting in Parliament (Co. Litt. 16 b; 

(>’om. Dig., tit. Dignity (C. 3); Vaux Peerage (1837), 5 Cl. & Fin. 

526; Braye Peerage (1839), 6 Cl. & Fin. 767 ; Hastings Peerage (1841), 

8 Cl. & Fin. 144, 157 ; Wharton Peerage (1846), 12 Cl. & Fin. 295). This 
created a peerage barony descendible to heirs (ibid.), unless it appeared 
that the writ was addressed to an official (Barony of Clifton (1673), (,V)lIius 
on Baronies, p. 292). The only use of this writ now remaining is the 
writ addressed to the eldest son of a peer of any degree calling him 
to the House of Lords in his fathers barony, but this writ does not 
create a new dignity (Ex parte Perry (1782), 6 Bro. Pari. Cas. 609). If. 
however, this mode of creation is still valid, it is doubtful whether or not 
a writ issued to such an eldest son in respect of a barony which his father 
does not in fact possess would create a barony descendible to heirs. For 
a coHeotion of limitations from the reign of King Stephen to 20 Henry VI., 
see Palmer, Peerage Law in England, p. 76. The mere sitting in Parliament 
under the King’s writ only confers peerage, but not any particular rank 
in peerage {Norfolk {Earldom) Peerage Claim, [1907] A. C. 10). 
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Skot. S. 
Creation of 
Peers. 


Form of 

letters 

patent. 

Limitation of 
grant. 


Shifting 

cUusc. 


Great Seal by the Sovereign (d). A precept to pass the seal receives 
the Sign Manual superscribed, and the letters patent are counter- 
signed by the Secretary of State for the Home Department (e). The 
letters patent are thereupon enrolled at the Public Eecord 
Office. 

583. The letters patent must specify the patentee and name of 
the dignity, the limitation thereof to future heirs of the patentee, 
and the limitation must be one known to the law(/). 

The rule in England now is a limitation to heirs male of the 
body, with an occasional addition of special remainders ; and there 
is a presumption of law that the limitation of an English peerage 
in a lost grant was to heirs male of the body (/;). A limitation to 
lieirs male, as distinguished from heirs male of the body, is void in 
England (/i), but not in Scotland. The presumption of law now in 
the case of a Scottish peerage the grant of which has been lost or 
cannot be found is that the limitation was to the heirs male 
generally (?) ; but this presumption is rebuttable (/t). 

584. A shifting clause in letters patent, directing that the 
dignity should pass from the holder of the dignity to another person 
by special remainder upon his succession to an older or greater 
dignity, is bad ; but the letters patent themselves are not ren- 
dered invalid thereby, nor by reason of any limitation becoming 
incapable of taking effect (Z). A special remainder after the 


(d) See title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 47C. Creation by writ 
being peculiar to the English peerage, it is doubtful whether a peerage 
of the United Kingdom can be created in this manner. 

(e) As to the functions of the Secretary of State for the Homo Depart- 
ment, see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VII., pp. 82 et seg. 

if) See title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 456 ; Wiltes Cl dm oj 
"Peerage (1869), L. R. 4 ILL. 126, per Lord Chelmsford, L.C., at pp. 153, 
162 ; Co'pe v. Be la Warr (Earl) (1873), 8 Ch. App. 982 ; Cruise, Origin 
of Dignities, o. 2. As to life peers, see Wensteydale Peerage (185*6), 

5 H. L. Cas. 968 ; and p. 269, jtost, A grant without words of limitation 
is bad in England. In Scotland a grant in fee would be presumed. 

(g) The first known limitation of an earldom to heirs male of the body 
was in 1322, on the creation of the earldom of Carlisle ; it is, however, 
arguable whether the earldom of Winchester, created in 1207, was not so 
limited. All the earldoms of the eleventh and twelfth centuries were 
limited to heirs, and the presumption that the limitation in a lost grant 
was to heirs male of the body is not founded in antiquity ; see, further, 
Norfolk (Earldom) Peerage Claim, [1907] A. C. 10; p. 264, ante ; and see 
title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., pp. 457 ei sea, 

(h) Wiltes Claim of Peerage, supra ; Devon's (Earl) Case (1831), 2 Dow 

6 Cl. 200 ; see Sir Harris Nicholas, The Devon Peerage (1832), with appen- 
dices of the Nevill, Purbeck, Lovell, and Oxford Cases ; Finlayson, History 
of Hereffitaxy Dignities, with special reference to the Earldom of Wiltes 
(1869). 

(i) Berries Peerage Claim (1858), L. R. 2 Sc. & Div. 258 ; 3 Macq. 685 ; 
PeHh Earldom (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 866 ; Mar Peerage (1876), 1 App. Cas. 
1 , 24, 36, and oases there cited. 

(k) Berries Peerage Claim, supra ; Mar Peerage, supra, 

(l) Buekhurst Peerage Case (1876), 2 App. Cas. 1 ; compare 

WiUes Claim of Peerage, supra. Such a clause may, however, be 
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exhaustion of the original limitation is good ; the remainder taking 
effect as a new grant. 

685. The naming of a place is not essential to the creation of a 
peerage (wi). 

686. A subject cannot refuse to accept a peerage («), even if 
conferred upon him in his infancy (a). 


Sect. 4. — Estate in and Descent of a Peerage, 

687. A peerage is an incorporeal hereditament, inalienable and 
descendible according to the words of limitation contained in the 
grant (b). 

A limitation to a man ^^and his heirs** will not carry it to 
collateral heirs (c). For the purposes of descent, therefore, this 
limitation is practically equivalent to ‘‘heirs of the body.** 

Baronies by writ are presumed to be limited to heirs (/f). 

Each successive heir to a peerage takes under the original 
grant. 

In the case of a lord of appeal in ordinary his dignity as a 
lord of Parliament does not descend to his heirs (e). 


Sect. 5. — Pricilegcs and Precedence, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Privileyes, 

688 . The most important privilege of a peer is to sit and vote 


valid to impede succession {Cope v. De la Warr {Earl) (1873), 8 Ch. App. 
082). An example of a shifting clause may be found in the very elaborate 
letters patent creating the earldom of Cromartie, printed in “ the 
Cromartie Book,’* by Sir William Fraser. 

(m) E. V. Knollya (1694), 1 Ld. Raym. 10; Be Bivett-Carnac'a {Sir J.) 
Will (1885), 30 Ch. D. 136. 

(n) Egerionv, Brownlow {Lord) (1853), 4 II. L. Cas. 1 ; see title CoN- 
SITUTIONAL Law, Vol. VI., pp. 456, 457. 

(а) Mortimer SackvUle'a Case (1719), cited 2 App. Cas. 6, n. ; Qaeena* 
herry^a {Puke) Case (1719), 1 P. Wins. 582. 

(б) B, v. Purheck {Viscount) (1660), Show. Pari. Cas. I, 5; Norfolk 
{Earldom) Peerage Claim, [1907] A. C. 10. A peerage cannot, therefore, be 
the subject of a trust or pass to a trustee in bankruptcy {Buckhurst 
Peerage (1876), 2 App. Cas. 1). But see Be Bivetl-Cama&a {Sir J.) 
Will, supra. In this case it was held that an hereditary dignity was 
“ land ” within the meaning of the Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 
c. 38), 8. 37 ; see also Be Aylesford'a (Earl) Settled Estates (1886), 32 
Ch. D. 162; Cowley (Earl) v. Cowley (Countess), [1901] A. C. 450. 

(c) De Bos Peerage (1604), Minut^ of Evidence of Claims before Com- 
mittee for Privileges ; Collins on Baronies, p. 266. 

(d) Vaux Peerage (1837), 6 Cl. & Fin. 526; Braye Peerage (1839), 6 CL 
& Fin. 757 ; Hastings Peerage (1841), 8 Cl. & Pin. 144. 

(e) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 69), s, 6. 
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General rights 
of Scottish 
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General rights 
of Irish 
peers. 


Peerages and Dignities. 

in Parliament (/). But a peer is disqualified for receiving a writ of 
summons and for sitting and voting in Parliament if he is (1) an 
infant (3); (2) an alien (/i) not naturalised (i) ; (3) a bankrupt, 
during the continuance of the bankruptcy (k ) ; or (4) convicted 
of treason or felony, until pardoned, or until completion of 
sentence (J). 

A patent of a peerage for life does not confer the right to sit and 
vote in Parliament (wi). 

589 . Although peers of England, Scotland, Great Britain, and 
the United Kingdom are disqualified for election as members of the 
House of Commons, peers of Ireland, who have not been elected 
representative peers, are qualified to represent constituencies in 
Great Britain (w). 

590 . Peers of England, Scotland, Great Britain, and the United 
Kingdom are disqualified for voting at elections of members of the 
House of Commons, and cannot be placed on the register of 
voters (0) ; but peers of Ireland, who have been actually elected and 
are serving as members of the House of Commons, are not so 
disqualified (p). 

691 . Since the Union with Scotland a peer of Scotland cannot, 
merely by virtue of such peerage, sit and vote in Parliament ; but 
he has all the privileges of the peerage of England except only that 
of sitting and voting in Parliament (5). 

592 . An Irish peer has, unless he chooses to waive them 
in order to become a member of the House of Commons, all 


if) Norfolk (Earldom) Peerage Claims [1907] A. C. 10, 17 ; see title 
Parliament, Vol. XXL, p. 779. As to represeutative peers of Scot- 
land and Ireland, see t&ia., p. 624; Breadalbane Peerage Claim (1872), 
L. R. 2 Sc. & Div. 269; see also title Constitutional Law, Vol. VL, 
p. 456. 

(g) Standing Order of the House of Lords, 22nd May, 1685; and see 
titles Infants and Children, Vol. XVIL, p. 47 ; Parliament, Vol. XXL, 
pp. 622, 623. 

(fc) Act of Settlement, 1700 (12 & 13 Will. 3, c. 2), s. 3. 

(t) Naturalization Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 14), s. 7 ; see title Aliens, 
Vol. L, p. 314. 

(k) Bankruptcy Disqualification Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 50), ss. 6, 
7, 8, A peer who commits an act of bankruptcy may be dealt with under 
the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), as though he had no 
privilege of Parliament (ibid,, s. 124) ; and see title Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 12, 88. 

(l) Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), s. 2 ; see title Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vol, IX., pp. 428, 429. 

(m) Weneleydale Peerage (1866), 5 H. L. Cas. 958. 

(n) Union with Ireland Act, 1800 (39 &; 40 Geo. 3, c. 67), b. 1, art. 4 ; 
Bee title Parliament, Vol. XXL, p. 625. 

(o) Beamhamp (Earl) v. Madreefield (1872), L. R. P C. P. 246; 
Eemdlesham (Lord) v. Hawenrd (1873), L. R. 9 C. P. 252 ; Bristol (Marquis) 
V. Beck (1907), 96 L. T. 55 ; and see title Elections, Vol. XIL, p. 140, 
As to municipal elections, see ibid,, p. 183. 

(p) Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution. A"ol. L. p. 124 

ig) Union with Scotland Act, 1706 (6 Anne, c. 11), s. l, art. 23. 
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the privileges of peerage except that of sitting in the House of 
Lords (?•). 

593. A peer is at all times free from arrest in civil cases («), and 
process for contempt of court cannot, it seems, be served against 
him(0. Hence, a peer ought not to be appointed a receiver (a). 
An order of court may, however, be enforced against a peer by 
sequestration (6). 

Where a party to legal proceedings desires to plead privilege of 
Parliament, for example, peerage, he must assert definitely that he 
is a peer ; for, if he merely alleges facts on which the jury may find 
that he is a peer, he will be treated as being an ordinary person and 
will be estopped by judgment against him from setting up his 
peerage (c) ; and it has been held that, if the peerage is denied by 
the other side, the party pleading peerage must state in his reply 
how he claims the dignity (d). 

694. In legal proceedings a peer of Ireland is entitled, if a lord 
of Parliament, to be described by his title of dignity ; but, if he is 
not a lord of Parliament, he should be described by his proper name 
with the addition of his title and degree, but without the expression 
“ commonly called,” which is only used in the case of courtesy titles 
of sons of dukes, marquesses, viscounts, or earls (^»). 

696. A peer who is a plaintiff and out of the jurisdiction must 
give the usual security for costs (/). 

696. A peer indicted for treason or felony must be tried by his 
peers (//). 

This right is extended to Scottish peers by the Union with 
Scotland Act, 1706(//), and to Irish peers by the Union with Ire- 
land Act, 1800 (i), and to peeresses, whether married or sole, by 
statute (/j). 


(r) In’gh Peer*8 Case (1806), Euss. & Ky. 117 ; Robinson v. Bokehy 
(Lord) (1803), 8 Ves. 601. 

(«) Shrewsbury's (Earl) Case (1610), 9 Co. Eep. 46 b, 49 b ; Foster v. 
Jackson (1615), Hob. 62, 61; Couohe v. Arundel (Lord) (1802), 3 East, 
127 ; and see title Parliament, Vol. XXL, pp. 779, 780. 

(0 Pheasant v. Pheasant (1670), 2 Vent. 340; but see title Contempt 
OF Court, Attachment, and Committal, Vol. VII., p. 320, note (m). 

(a) V. Oee (1813), 2 Ves. & B. 208. 

(b) Pheasant v. Pheasant, supra ; Eyre (Justice) v. Shaftsbury (Countess) 
(1723), 2P. Wms. 103, 110; and, as to sequestration, seo title Execu- 
tion, Vol. XIV., pp. 79 et seq, 

(c) Digby y. Alexander (1832), 9 Bing. 412. 

(d) Stirling (Earl) v. Clayton (1832), 1 Cr. & M. 241. 

(e) B, v. (^aham (1791), 2 Leach, 647. 

(f) Aldborough (Lord) v. Burton (1834), 2 My. & K. 401 ; and, as to 

security for costa, see title Practice and Procedure. , 

( 0 ) l.e., bis equals (B. v. AudUy {Lord) (1631). 3 State Tr. 401). This 
light is not strictly a privilege, because it is the ordinary right of ev^ry sub- 
ject by Magna Charta and cannot be waived ; and see titles Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 270 ; Parliament, Vol. XXL, p. 663. 

(h) 6 Anne, c. 11. 

(1) 39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 67. „ , 

(k) Stat. (1441-2) 20 Hen. 6, c. 9; see title Parliament, Vol. XXL, 
p. 653 
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rEBBAOSS AND I)lONrrtE8. 

Peers who are lords of Parliament have the privileges of members 
of Parliament (1). , .... 

A peer may act as advocate in civil and criminal causes (wi). 

697. Peeresses have the same rights and privileges, except that 
of sitting and voting in Parliament, as p^rs, and, although a 
peeress by marriage loses such rights and privileges if she marry a 
commoner, a peeress in her own right in the like event retains 
them (n). 

SiJB-SEor. S. — Precedenee. 

598. The precedence of peers in Parliament is regulated by 
statute (o), under which none but the King’s children can sit on either 
side of the cloth of estate (p) in Parliament. The Lord Chancellor, 
the Lord Treasurer, the Lord President of the Council and the Lord 
Privy Seal, being of the degree of barons of Parliament or above, sit 
on the left side of the Parliament chamber above all dukes other than 
such as shall happen to be the King’s son, brother, uncle, nephew, 
or brother’s or sister’s sons (q). After the Lord Privy Seal come the 
Great Chamberlain, the Constable, the Marshal, the Lord Admiral, 
the Grand Master or Lord Steward and the King’s Chamberlain in 
the order named (r). If the King’s Chief Secretary is a baron of 
Parliament or a bishop, he takes precedence of all barons or bishops 
not holding any of the above-named offices (s). All dukes, other 
than those above-mentioned, and all marquesses, earls, viscounts 
and barons not holding any of the offices aforesaid, take precedence 
according to seniority (t). If, however, the holders of the office of 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Treasurer, Lord President of the Council, 
Lord Privy Seal, or Chief Secretary are under the degree of a baron 
of Parliament, they sit at the upper end of a seat in the middle of 
the Parliament chamber in the order named (a). 

Since the Union with Scotland, peers of Scotland take precedence 
next after peers of England of the same degree (6). Peers of 
Ireland, created before the Union with Ireland, take precedence 
next after peers of Great Britain of the same degree ; if created 


(l) See title Parliamekt, VoL XXI., pp. 779 et aeq., 786 et aeq. 

(m) See titlw Barristers, Vol. II., p. 371 ; Parliament, Vol. XXI., 
pp. 649, note (A), 754, note (6). 

(n) ButUmd’a (Counteas) Case (1606), 6 Co. Kep. 62 b ; Co. Litt. 16 b ; 

Jtivera' (Countess) Case (1661), Sty. 262 ; Anon. (167S), 1 Vent. 298; 
Actons 4 Co. Rep. 117 a; compare Cowley {Earl) v, Cowley 

(Countess), [1901] A. C. 450 ; and see the text, supra, 

X7 Constitutional Law, 

Vol. VI., pp. 466, 466. 

(p) Stat. (1539) 31 Hen. 8, o. 10, b. 1. 

(q) Ibid,, B. 4 ; and see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VII., 
pp. 67, 63. As to the places of archbishops and bishops, see titles Eccle- 
SIAOTICAL Law, Vol. XL, pp, 387, 388, 404 ; Parliament, Vol. XX J . 

p. 621. 

(r) Stat. (1639) 31 lien. 8, c. 10, s. 6. 

(«) Ibid,, 8. 6. 

(t) Ibid., s. 7. The expression in the statute is “ after thcr auncients 
as it bathe ben accustomed.** 

(а) Ibid., 8. 8. 

(б) Union with Scotland Act, 1700 (6 Anne, o. 11), s. 1, art. 23. 
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since the Union they rank pari passu with peers of the United Sect. b. 
Kingdom of the same degree (c). PrivSeges 

and 

Sect. 6. — Extinction or Suspension of a Peerage. Precedence. 

Sxtb-Seot. 1 . — Failure of Imie, 

599. On failure of the heirs indicated at the creation of a peerage Failure of 
it becomes extinct (d). issue. 


Sdtd-Sbct. 2. — Abeyance. 

600. The doctrine of abeyance relates not to the extinction but KfFect of 
lo the dormant existence of a peerage. It does not apply to Scottish doctriae. 
peerages (e) and is of recent origin, not being known before tlie 
seventeenth, nor fully developed till the nineteenth century (/). 

It must be distinguished from coheirship, the law applicable to 
which is the common law. 

Wlien the owner of a fief died leaving no male issue but more Aiwyanc-o 
than one daughter, his land fell to such daughters in equal arising od 
siiares, tliough in case of a landed barony it wa.s hel<l that the 
eldest must have the caput baronue wliere seisin was taken for the 
whole (g). 

A dignity being impartible and all the daughters having equal 
right to it, the peerage right is held to be latent in all the coheirs (//). 


(<j) Union with Ireland Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 67), s. 1, art. 4. 

(d) Knollye' Caee (1694), Marcham’s Report, 464 ; sub nom. It, v, 
Banhury(Barl)t Skin. 617, where the House of Lords held that the first 
Earl of Banbury left no sons, and consequently that the earldom became 
extinct by failure of issue. 

(c) Berries Peerage Claim (1858), L. R. 2 So. & Div, 268 ; 3 Macq. 
685. 

(/) The law of abeyance, as distinguished from coheirship, and first 
enunciated in the seventeenth century, is set forth in the letters patent 
dated 7th May, 1663, creatine Mary, Countess of Kent, to be Baroness 
Lucas of Crudwell, wUch provided that, if at any time after the death of 
the said Mary, and in default of heirs male of her body, begotten by the 
Earl of Kent, there should be more persons than one who shall becoheirn of 
her body, so that the King or his hein* might declare which of them sliould 
have the dignity or otherwise, the dignity should be suspended or extin- 
guished, then, nevertheless, the dignity should not be suspended or extin- 
guished, but shoidd go and be held and en.'oyed from time to time by such 
of the said coheirs as by course of descent and the common law of the 
realm should bo inheritable in other entire and indivisible inheritances as. 
namely, an office of honour and public trust, or a castle for the necessary 
defence of the realm, and the like in case such inheritwoe had been riven 
and limited to the said countess and the heirs of her body by the said eai I 
begotten. Except as to the earldom of Cromartie, which was not the 
subject of any judicial decision, this doctrine has not been applied to any 
dignity other than a barony by writ ; the point was expressly left open 
in Norfolk (Eaildom) Peerage Claim, ri«071 A. C. 10. 

(a) 2 Pollock and Maitland, 272, citing Bract., Vol. II., 272. 

(a) It was formerly held to revert or be escheated to the fountain of 
honour, t.s., the Crown, but the law was subsequently ascertained to bo 
that a peerage in coheirs was not extinguished, and that the Sovereign 
possessed it only so long as oo heirship existed ; so that if at any future 
time there should be but one heir, the right revived and the dignity was 
sjud to have been in abeyance (Willoughby de Broke Case (1695), Cruise, 
Origin of Dignities, p. 197 ; Collins on Baronies, p. 321 ; Skin. 432), 
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The King can terminate snch abeyance in favour of one coheir (f), 
bnt cannot grant the ilignity to anyone but a coheir (h). 

An office of honour is not iniierited by any one coheir, but 
remains vested in all the coheirs, who must perform any duty 
pertaining to the honour by deputy approved by the Sovereign (/). 

601. Abeyance may arise from the disqualification of the heir. 
Thus, when the heir to a peerage is an alien, the right to a writ 
of summons does not descend, but remains dormant until such 
time as the disqualification is removed (m). 

602. Lapse of time, if satisfactorily explained, is no bar to a 
claim to a j)eerage(;?), but may give rise to a presumption against 
the right of the claimant (o). 

Srii-SECT. 3. — Mtrfjer , 

603. If the holder of a peerage succeeds to the Crovn, the 
dignity merges in the Crown and can only be re\ived or re-created 
by grant (ji)). 

A barony by writ does not merge in a subsequent earldom (g). 


(0 Com. Dig., tit. Dignity (C 3) ; title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., 
p. 467 ; and see, further, pp. 276, 278, fost. 

{k) This power in the Sovereign was exercised frequently in the nine- 
teenth century in respect of abeyances of long duration, some of the instances 
being remarkable. 

{1) See the claims to the office of Lord Great Chamberlain (1902), 
Wollaston, Coronation Claims, pp. 296, 301, 302 ; see also (1626), Collins, 
Prac. 173 (where, upon the death of the Earl of Oxford, leaving daughters 
and no male issue, it was reported to the King by the judges that his 
baronies reverted to the Crown to dispose of the King’s measure, and that 
the office of Great Chamberlain went to his heir-at-law). Nevertheless, the 
House of Lords recently resolved that the eldest coheir was entitled to the 
Barony of Lucas (Minutes of Proceedings before the Committee for 
Privileges, 1907) ; and see note (/), p. 273. ante. 

(m) Newburgh's (Earldom) Case (1830), Minutes of Evidence before the 
Committee for Privileges. It was at one time held by the House of Lords 
that a Scottish peer was disqualified under the Union with Scotland Act, 
1706 (6 Anne, c. 11), from being created a peer of the United kingdom 
(Queen^sberry's (Duke) Case (1720), 1 P. Wms. 682; Brandon's (Duke) Case 
(1711), Lords’ Journals, Vol. XIX., p. 396). This decision has been reversed 
(Brandon's (Duke) Case (1782), Lords’ Journals, Vol. XXXVI., p. 616b). 
As to the effect of bankruptcy on a peer, see title Bankuuptcy and 
Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 88, note («) ; and as to the effect of a conviction 
for felony, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 429 ; 
and see p. 270, ante, 

(n) Com. Dig., tit. Dignity (E) ; Bastings Peerage (1841), 8 Cl. & Fin. 
144, 163 — 165; Fitzwalter Peerage (1844), 10 Cl. & Fin. 946, 967. 

(o) De WahvXl Claim (1892), Minutes of Evidence before the Committee 
for Privileges. 

(p) See Oranmore's (Lord) Claim (1836), 2 H. L. Cas. 910; compare 
Buckhvrst Peerage (1876), 2 App. Cas. 1, per Lord Cairns, L.C., at 
p. 28. The effect of the King becoming coheir to a barony by writ in 
abeyance has never been ar^ed. As to the titles of the Crown, see title 
Constitutional Law, Vol. Vl., p. 360. Merger might arise if the Sovereign 
terminated the abeyance in his own favour ; and see the text, sunra, 

iq) Boos Barony (1666), CoUins on Baronies, p. 261 ; Grey of Buthyn 
Barony (1640), Collins on Baronies, p. 195 ; and see title Constitutional 
Law, \’o 1. VI., p. 467. 
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Sub-Sect. 4 . — Bnignatioti and Surrender. 


Sect. G. 


604. A peer of England cannot surrender, resign (r), or 
extinguish his dignity by fine, grant, or any other conveyance to 
the King (a). 

A Scottish peer could resign his dignity into the hands of the 
King in order to extinguish it, or, which was usual, resign for a 
novodamus altering the course of descent (ft). 


Extinction 
or Suspen- 
sion of 
Peerage. 


Hesigna- 
tion and 
surrender, 


Sub-Sect, b.— Forfeiture. 

605. Forfeiture of all civil rights follows upon attainder (c). Forfeiture 
Dignities held by the attainted jjerson, or to which any person consequent on 
claiming through him becomes heir, escheat to the Crown and the 
blood of the attainted person is ‘‘corrupted,*’ so that he cannot 
subsequently inherit, nor transmit to his heirs the capacity to 
inherit, any dignity (d). 

The barony of an attainted person is not preserved by his son 
having been summoned to Parliament in his father’s barony prior 
to the attainder (^')- 

If, however, an attainted person dies without issue before becom- When succcs- 
ing heir to a dignity, the succession to the dignity is not affected (/), 

(r) Norfolk (Earldom) Peerage Claim, [1907] A. 0. 10. Hoforo the 
seventeeuth century it was supposed that a peer had power to surrender or 
resign, and many earls did in fact purport to do so. 

fa) B. V. Fuibcck (1660), Show. Pari. Cas. 1, 5 ; Com. Dig., tit. Dignity 

(E). 

(6) The power seems to have been abolished by the Union with Scotland 
Act, 1706 (6 Anne, c. 11). 

(c) Common law conviction of treason or felony, followed by sentence of 
death, involved attainder. Persons can also be attainted by Act of Parlia- 
ment, even after death (4 Bl. Com, 380 ; Co. Litt. 290 b ; Chitty, Criminal 
Law, p. 723 ) ; as to Bills of Attainder, see title Courts, Vol. IX., 
p. 20 ; and see titles Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 467 ; Parliament, 

Vol. XXI.. p. 727. 

(d) 2 BL Com. 253; 4 Bl. Com. 380; Chitty, Criminal Law, pj). 726 
et seq 

(e) Montacute and Monihermer Peeraqes (1874), L. 11. 7 II. L. 305, jter 
Lord Cairns, L.C., at p. 316, per Lord IIatherley, at p. 316. 

(/) Perth Earldom (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 865; and see the Sonfhesk 
Earldom (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 908. For example, if A. has three sous, 

B., C., and D., the line of B. remains pure, the line of C. becomes corrupt 
through attainder of a descendant, and the line of D. remains pure. The 
issue of B. and C. become extinct, and the descendant of D. becomes heir 
of the person ennobled. If in fact any descendant of C. became heir, 
all the descendants of D. are barred. The chief authority for this state- 
ment of the law is the Airlie Earldom (1813), Parliamentary Pa))er8, and 
Cruise, Origin of Dignities, p. 131. The judges W'ere sent for and delivered 
their unanimous opinion in the House of Lords by the mouth of the 
Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas on 2nd June, 1818. They lield 
that an estate tail is not protected from forfeiture by the statute 
De Donia Conditionalibtta (Statute of Westminster IJ. (1285) 13 
Edw. 1, 0. 1); they discussed cases in Dyer, p. 116 (B. v. Hussey 
(1596), Cro. Eliz. 619; Sheffeild (Lord) v. Balctiffe (1616), Hob. 334, 

Ex. Ch.) and the opinion of Lord Gilbert, C.B., as author of the title 
** Leases ’* in Bacon’s Abridgement, who asserted that the donee of an estate 
tail holds by homage, fealty etc. If a peerage is held by homage and 
fealty, as the ceremony of the Coronation indicates, the argument is perhaps 
irresistible. In the Airlie Earldom, supra, the claimant oonsequently 
feiled, and subsequently obtainod au Act of Parliament reversing the 
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Bxot. 0. Qor is the inheritance of a dignity under a special remainder barred 
Extinction by the attainder of an heir under the prior limitation (g). 
orSnspen- On the attainder of one coheir to a barony in abeyance, the 
sion of dignity does not escheat to the Crown ; the title of the other coheir 
Peerage, qj. coheirs is not affected (/t). 


Forfeiture 

without 

attaiudcr. 


Kestitutioa 
ct blood. 


606. Forfeiture without attainder has been imposed by Act of 
Parliament (i) ; and no judgment can cause attainder or corruption 
of blood for forfeiture or escheat except judgment of outlawry (i). 

607. The effect of an attainder can only be removed by statute, 
wbicli, in the case of attainder by Act of Parliament, takes the form 
of a repealing Act. Restitution of blood does not revive a forfeited 
dignity. It does, however, enable the attainted person or his heirs 
subsequently to inherit a dignity (Z). 


Sub-Sect. ^.’^ Deprivation , 

Deprivation. 608. No peer can be deprived of peerage except by Act of 
Parliament (hi). 


attainder of the peerage and thus succeeded to the dignity. It x^iW be 
observed, therefore, that the law of forfeiture as applicable to dii^ijitiep has 
b<‘en extremely doubtful, and that although it is considered settled by autho- 
rity of the Airlie Earldom (1813) (the dignity being Scottish, and brought 
within the law of England only by the Union with Scotland Act, 1706 
(0 Anne, c 11), yet Ihe decision rests on the supposition that the law of 
dignities follows that of land held in chief of the Crown. It is also 
worthy of note that the earldom of Airlie was limited to “ heirs male,” 
which limitation — if “ heirs male of the body ” is not implied — would be 
void (see p. 268, ante), and none of the authorities quoted would apply ; 
compare the Ferrers {Earl) Attainder (1760), 2 Eden, 373 ; Third Keport 
on the Dignity of a Peer of the Realm, p. 54, on the question whether 
attainder for felony has the same effect as attainder for treason, and the 
facts of the Athol Case (1813), Cruise, Origin of Dignities, 2ud ed., p. 192, 
])artioularly in relation to the baroi^ of Strange ; see also the Davre 
Barony (1606), and others, cited in ralmer, Peerage Law in England, 
pp. 197—199. 

(g) By the terms of the grant, enjoyment by the second grantee is made 
to depend on a futuie event. Both creations are emanations of the same 
royal prerogative, perfectly distinct and independent of each other ; 
therefore, the forfeiture of the first by treason does not prevent the 
second from arising and taking effect at the time appointed {SomerseVs 
(Dukedom) Case, Thiid Report on the Dignity of a Peer of the Realm, 

p. 66). 

(k) Braye Peerage (1839), 6 Cl. & Fin. 767; Camoys Peerage (1839), 
6 Cl. & Fin. 789 ; Beaumont Peerage (1840), 6 Cl. & Fiu. 868. As to 
abeyance, see p. 273, ante, 

(i) Stat. (1634) 26 lion. 8, o. 13 (now repealed). 

(A:) Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. o. 23), s. 1. The provision is not 
retrospective, and all the authorities applicable to peerage apply to the 
previous period ; see, further, title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., pp. 428 et seg, ; and see title Constitutional Law, VoL VI., 
p. 467. A judgment of outlawry standing in the way of a claim to a 
dormant barony, thou^ clearly erroneous, cannot be overlooked, but must 
be reversed (Wharton Peerage (1846), 12 Cl. & Fin. 295). 

(l) Moniaoute and Monthermer Peerages (1874), L. R. 7 H. L. 306. 

(m) Com. Dig., tit. Dignity (E) ; Wetierford^s (Earl) Claim (1832), 6 
Cl. & Fin. 133 ; title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 457. 
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Sect. 7. — Claims to Peerage, 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — J urhdidion * 

609. The body of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal is an entily 
distinct from any House of Parliament (ji)* 

Jurisdiction to determine a claim to a dignity exists only in the 
Sovereign, and can be delegated by him only, and has in fact been 
delegated by him at various periods to different authorities, such 
as the Lord Steward of England and the Court of the Marshal (d). 
A question of dignity or honour cannot bo tried by a court of 
law ( p). 

610. The jurisdiction of the House of Lords is confined to 
claims to the right to vote there (q). 

The House of Lords claims to have an inherent right to decide 
claims to Scottish and Irish peerages upon the ground that tlie 
petition is in fact a claim by the petitioner to be placed on a 
register of voters who elect members of the House (r). 


(h) There are persons in possession of dignities, both ecclesiasti(*,al and 
lay, who are not peers of Parliament, but are, it is apprehended, lords of 
the realm. Bishops and prelates, barons l)y tenure, if any, are example^ ; 
for the occupants of ancient episcopal sees are to some extent disqualified, 
and a baron by tenure could claim no writ of summons to the House of 
Lords. They may nevertheless be lords spiritual or temporal. It is to 
be observed, also, that the proclamation of a new Sovereign emanates from 
the lords spiritual and temporal taking such advice as tney think proper, 
no reference to either House of Parliament appearing in the form used ; 
see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VL, p. 325. The original theory of 
monarchy is to this extent preserved. The subject is one not easily 
defined, and if the distinction is well founded it affects the question of 
jurisdiction ; but see title Parliament, Vol. XXL, pp. 619 ei seq. 

(o) See title Courts, Vol. IX., pp. 26, 116. Of trials in the Court of 
the Marshal in the seventeenth century, there are many records preserved 
at the College of Arms; see p. 288, post 

(ft) Cowley (Earl) v. Cowley (Countess)^ [1901] A. C. 450. 

( q ) This is evidenced by the passing and repealing of a Standing Order 
(now obsolete) to compel peers on first sitting in Parliament to hand in a 

S edigree showing the jiosition of heirs to their dignities. The Earl of 
lerkeley made use of this order to hand in a pedigree showing his eldest son 
to be legitimate, thus raising a question which the peers, without reference 
from the Crown, had apparently no jurisdiction to tiy. The Standing 
Order was, probably for this reason, repealed. It is not evident that the 
question raised by the Earl of Berkeley could have been tried in any eoiiit 
before a right in someone had emerged. In B, v. Knollm ( 1 694), 1 Ld. Ray m. 
10, Holt, C.J., held that the question whether the person before the 
court was, or was not, earl was within his jurisdiction, and, conlraiy to 
the opinion of the House of Lords, he quashed an indictment lor felony, 
because the person charged was dcseribea as ("harles Knollys, whereas lie 
ought to have been described as Earl of Banbury; and this aft(‘r the 
House of Lords had refused the claim of the person charged to be tried 
as a peer (Report of the Attorney- General, p. 42, printed with the Minutes 
of Evidence before the Committee for Privileges). 

(r) See WaUrford's (Earl) Claim (1832), 6 Cl. & Fin. 133. This assertion 
has never been made where the claimant has petitioned the King ; but in the 
years 1790-1793 certain persons claiming peerages voted at an election of 
Scottish peers, and the House summoned them to establish their right on 
a petition of a defeated candidate who desired that the return might be 
altered. The evidence in these claims was printed, probably the first 


Sect. 7. 
Claims to 
Peerage. 

Jurisdiction 
as to claims 
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Jurisdiction 
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Sect. 7. 
ClaimB to 
Peer&ge. 

Claims by 
petition. 


Form of 
prayer of 
petition. 


Ilcport of law 
officers and 
reference to 
Committee for 
Privileges. 


Persons claiming to vote as Irish peers petition the House of Lords 
that their names may be entered on the Roll of Irish Peers («), 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Procedure and Evidence, 

611. A claim to peerage is initiated by petition to the Sovereign. 

The claimant must state the creation of the dignity, and the 
steps by which the right has devolved upon him (a). ^ 

612. In the case of a peerage of England, Great Britain, or the 
United Ivingdom, the prayer of the petition is that a writ of 
summons to Parliament may be issued to the petitioner. In the 
case of a peerage of Scotland or Ireland, which is already on the 
Roll of Scottish or Irish peers, the prayer is that the petitioner 
may be admitted to vote at the election of representative peers. If 
the peerage is not on the Roll, a prayer that the peerage may be 
placed on the Roll is included. 

If a barony is in abeyance, the petition prays that the Sovereign 
may be pleased to terminate the abeyance in favour of the petitioner. 
In that case the only question is whether or not the petitioner is a 
coheir to the barony, the termination of the abeyance being a 
matter of favour and not of right. 

A mere statement of the alleged right by the claimant is not 
enough Qi), 

The petition is sent to the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, who refers it to the law officers of theCrown(c). 

The law officers may report tlie claim proved and recommend a 
writ to be issued, but it is more usual to report that the claim is one 
lit to be referred to the House of Lords. The Secretary of State 
then presents it to the Sovereign, by whom it is invariably, though 
not necessarily, referred to the House of Lords, who refer it to the 
Committee for Privileges (d). The House or Committee thereupon 
appoint a day on which to hear the claimant or his counsel, and the 


occasion of printing — the papers are very rare. As to the election of 
Scottish and Irish representative peers, see title Parliament, Vol. XXI., 
pp. 626 et seq. 

(s) Such petitions are by Standing Orders referred to the Lord 
(ffiancellor of Great Britain, whose report is usually adopted ; see title 
Parlument, Vol. XXL, p. 627, note (a). In cases of difficulty or doubt 
the Lord Chancellor recommends reference to the Committee for -Privileges ; 
see ibid., p. 641. For cases where the claim has already been dealt with 
by a committee of the Irish peers, see Bo8commo7i*8 {Earl) Claim (1828), 6 
Cl. & Fin. 97 ; Waterford" 8 {Earl) Claim (1832), 6 Cl. & Fin. 133. 

(rt) The Standing Orders require the claimant to band in a printed case, 
stating precisely the creation and limitation of the dignity and the steps 
by whicii the nght has descended, and this in the form oi separate para- 
graphs, the relative documents being stated with each paragraph, and 
usuaUy printed in extenso in an appendix to the case. Tne printed Case 
must be on the table of the House for a period defined in the Standing 
Orders. These vary from time to time and must be ascertained. Compare 
title Parliament, Vol. XXI., pp. 622, 623, 627. 

(6) Huntly Peerage (1838), 5 Cl. & Fin. 349. As to the case when the 
right of the claimant's predecessor in the peerage is admitted, see title 
Parliament, Vol. XXI., p. 622. 

(o) Bucklturei Peerage (1876), 2 App. Cas. 1, 17. 

(a) This Cozamittee is of the whole House; see title PABLiAMEKif 
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law officers of the Crown appear nominally in opposition, and more 
especially to advise the House or Committee when asked (c). In a 
proper case the Committee may assign counsel to take up a ease 
where the claimant is prevented by lack of means (/). 

The Committee may in proper cases hear persons who are not 
claimants, but appear to be concerned (g). 

It is the duty of the Committee to consider the effect of any 
clause in a patent in the case referred to it (h). 

613. The admissibility of evidence in a peerage claim is entirely 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee hearing the claim, and the 
Committee is not bound by any decision of its predecessors (/), even 
in cases where the limitations in the patents are exactly similar (A), 
nor by any rules of evidence prevailing in the civil courts (/). 

614. In all peerage claims evidence of creation, descent, and 
extinction of nearer heirs must be proved ; and in addition, in a 
claim to be declared coheir to a barony in abeyance, the persons 
who are the other coheirs must, so far as it is known, be stated, 

Vol. XXL, p. 641. It is not a court of record (see title Courts, Vol. IX., 
p. 9), and is not bound by its own decisions or by those of any other 
court (Devon's (Earl) Case (1831), 2 Dow Ac Cl. 200; IFdirs Claim of 
Peerage (1869), L. R. 4 H. L. 126); and see the text, infra. 

(e) As to counsel for the claimant becoming a law officer of the Crown 
during the hearing, see Tracij Peerage (1843), 10 Cl. & Pin. 154; Wharton 
Peerage (1845), 12 Cl. & Fin. 295 ; Shrewsburtf Peerage (1858), 7 H . L. Cas I ; 
Fermoy Peerage Claim (1856), 5 11. L. Cas. 716. 

(f) Koseommon's (Earl) Claim (1828), 6 Cl. & Fin. 97. 

(g) Slane Peerage (1835), 5 Cl. Ac Fin. 23; Praye Peerage (1830), 6 
Cl. & Fin. 757 ; Shrewsbury Peerage, supra ; compare Berkeley Peerage 
(1861), 8 H. L. Cus, 21. 

(h) Buckhurst Peerage (1876), 2 App Cas. 1. 

(i) Vaux Peerage (1837), 5 Cl. & Fin. 526, 541 ; Braye Peerage (1839), 
6 Cl. Ar Fin. 757, 766; and see Latymer Peerage (1912), Times, 16th duly. 
per Lord Halsburt. 

(k) Wilies Claim of Peerage, supra; compare Donoughmore Peerage 
(1863), 3 H. L. Cas. 822 ; Euntly Peerage (1838), 6 Cl. & Fin. 349. The 
following have been tendered in evidence in various cases, and have 
been received or rejected according to the circumstances : — piivato Acts 
ot Parliament (Wharton Peerage, supra ; Shrewsbury Peerage, supra ) ; 
copies of inscriptions no longer legible (ibid., at p. 27) ; inscriptions 
on tombs in- churches (ibid., at p. 22) ; statements in wills as to pedigree 
(ibid.) ; incomplete documents and records (ibid., at p. 32 ; Slane Peerage, 
supra ; Crawford and Lmdsay Peerages (1848), 2 II. L. Cas. 534 ; 
and compare Vaux Peerage, supra) ; coat of arms in St. George’s Chapel, 
Windsor (Berkeley Peerage, supra, at p. 37 : Shrewsbury Peerage, supra); 
records from the Heralds’ College (Vaux Peerem, supra, at pp. 541, 644 ; 
Tracy Peerage, supra, at p. 167 ; Shrewsbury Peerage, supra, at pp. 24, 
31, 33). As to proof of nandwriting, see Fitzwalter Peerage (1843), 10 
Cl. Ac Fin. 193 ; Shrewsbury Peerage, supra ; and see, further, tiile 
Evidence, Vol. XIII., pp. 660, 661. In Fairfax Peerage, [1908] W. N. 
226, a predecessor of the claimant having made out his claim in 
1800, the claimant produced in evidence the testimony of relatives, an 
old family Bible, and monumental inscriptions (there being no early record 
of births, deaths, and marriages in Virginia, U.S.A., wnere the family 
had settled since 1760, and most of the records having been destroyed 
by the Northern Army during lie American Civil War), and the Com- 
mittee accepted secondary evidence in support of the claim to the barony. 

(l) Shrewsbury Peerage^ supra, at pp. 16, 16. 
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and their pedigree proved (m), and it must be proved that they 
have all been served with notice of the claim (n). 

To prove the creation of tlie dignity the claimant must pro- 
duce the instrument of creation, or, if it cannot be found, the 
enrolment (o), or give such evidence as the House requires (p). 

In the case of baronies by writ, the claimant must produce from 
the Close Rolls (q) the record of the writ of summons and proof of 
sitting from the Journals of the House of Lords (?*). In cases before 
the dates of existing Journals («), he must prove by record that the 
ancestor took part in some proceeding which necessitated his 
presence (a). This is sufficiently proved by evidence that a 
])articiilar peer was appointed to do some act, hear some appeal, or 
be a member of some commission (b), 

615 . The olaimant must prove descent from the original 
giantee within the original limitation (c), except in proving a 


(m) Braye Peerage (1839), 6 Cl. & Fin. 767. Strict proof of the pedigree 
of coheirs is not insisted on where conclusive proof is impossible ; see 
Braye Peerage, supra ; Fitzwalier Peerage (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin. 946. 

{n) Vaux Peerage (1837), 6 Cl. & Fin. 626; Braye Peerage, supra, 
at p. 789 ; notice by post has been held insufficient (Camoys Peerage (1839), 
6 Cl, & Fin. 789, 794). 

(o) Tracy Peerage (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin. 154 ; see p. 278, ante, 

\p) In the case of ancient dignities, the instrument of creation is usually 
lost, but some act may be on record which implies creation ; see the Craw- 
ford and Lindsay Peeraaes (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 634, where the proof accepted 
in the claim to the earldom of Crawford was an entry in the Lord Treasurer’s 
accounts of the expense of creating that dignity and two royal Dukedoms 
in Parliament. As to proof by circumstantial evidence, see also Mar 
Peerage (1876), 1 App. Cas. 1. Statements by chroniclers and contem- 
porary historians are not admissible as evidence of creation [Vaux Peerage, 
supra). In all such cases tl e existence of the dignity is abundantly proved 
by records, and it is merely its origin which required to be established ; 
compare also Perth Earldom (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 865. The Committee may 
accept an examined copy coming from proper custody, in the absence of 
the original letters patent (Laneshorough's (Earl) Claim (1848), 1 II. L. Cas. 
610, n. ; Saye and Sele Barony (1848), 1 II. L. Cas. 607 ; and compare 
Ilunily Peeraqe (1838), 5 Cl. & Fin. 349) ; and the limitations of the 
peerage may be proved from the Journals of the House of Lords (^aye 
and Sele Barony, supra: Be Dvfferin and Claneboye (Lord) (1837), 4 
Cl. & Fin. 668). As to the presumption where no evidence of the limita- 
tions is to be found, see p. 268, ante. It is, however, always necessary 
to prove that every possible effort has been made to find the missing instru- 
ment, and the persons employed in the search are necessary witnesses. 

(q) See Palgrave’s Parliamentary Writs. If the Close Roll is lost the 
writ may be proved by other evidence. 

(r) See title Parliament, Vol. XXL, p. 631. 

(s) There are no Lords* Journals before the time of Henry VIIT. ; see 
Vaux Peerage, supra. As to proof of sitting, where there are no Lords 
Journals in existence, see Slane Peerage (1835), 6 Cl. & Fin. 23. 

(a) What constitutes a proceeding in Parliament may be a matter of 
ar^ment ; see Hastings Peerc^e (1841), 8 Cl. & Fin. 144, 150, 151, 160 — 
162; Cruise, Origin of Dignities, p. 188. 

(b) Botetourt Case (1764), Palmer, Peerage Law in England, p. 46 (the 
roll of 60 Edw. 3, showing John, Lord Botetourt, to have been a main- 
pernor of Parliament, allowed as proof of sitting). In Mowbray Peerage 
Claim (1877), Minutes of Evidence of Proceedings before the Committee for 
Piivileges, a statement or recital in letters pr.tent describing the patentee 
as Baron Mowbray was admitted to prove termination of an abeyance. 

(e) Qrey de Eutnyn Case (1640), Collins on Baronies, p. 256. 
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claim to a barony which, although revived after being previously Sect. 7. 
in abeyance, is again in abeyance, when it is sufficient to prove Claims to 
descent from the holder in whose favour it was last revived (d). Peerage. 

If it has happened that the peerage, validly created, has ceased 
to exist or its extinction in law can be argued, the Committee may 
hear the argument and decide the (luestion whether there is a 
dignity cai)able of being claimed before allowing any evidence of 
l)edigree to be adduced (c). 

616. Declarations by living (/) persons as to pedigree are Dedarationi 
admissible in peerage claims quantum valeant. When made by near ^ pedigiee 
relations, they are always admitted (ff). Any declaration made persem^ 
litem motam may be rejected (//). 

A peer may give evidence and subsequently participate in the 
judgment in the same case(0* 

liesort may be had to an action to perpetuate testimony (Jc). But 
this course should not be adopted where the real question in dispute 
can be determined at once by other proceedings (Z), for example, to 
obtain a declaration of legitimacy (/a). 

617. Where the letters patent creating a barony are lost the Documentary 

creation may be proved by proof of summons and sitting (a). evidence. 

Documents in public custody are proved by certilied copies as 
in ordinary legal proceedings (o). Other documents must be proved 
by production of the original from proper custody (p). 


(d) Fitzwalter Peerage (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin. 946. 

(6) This may happen in cases of attainder (see the Southeah Barldom 
(1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 908); and the power was also exeicifc^ed in the Montrose 
Peerage OZam, but the procedure of allowing a claimant to prove his right 
subject to attainder or other obstacle has been more often adopted. 

if) As to declarations by deceased persons, see title Evidknoe, 
A ol. XIII., pp. 469 et aeq, A written declaration by a deceased person is 
not always admissible {Berkeley Peerage Case (1811), 4 Caini>. 401 ; and 
compare Shrewsbury Peerage (1858), 7 H. L. Cas. 3). 

{g) See, as to statements by remote relations. The JIunlly Peerage {IS3S), 
r> Cl. & Fin. 349 ; Lindsay Peerage Case (1877), Minutes of Evidence of 
Proceedings before the Committee for Privileges. 

{h) See title Evidence, Vol. XIII., p. 469. In the Annandale Case 
(1878), Minutes of Evidence of Proceedings before the Committee for 
I’rivileges, a printed case was admitted to i)rove that a pedigree alleged to 
come from the charter chest was in reality prepared 'post litem rnoUtm ; see 
the Berkeley Peerage Case, supra ; Slane Peerage (1835), 6 Cl. & Fin. 23. 

(t) B. v. Five Popish Lords (1685), 7 State Tr. 1218, 1458 ; B. v. Macvles* 
field (Earl) (1725), 16 State Tr. 767. 

(k) R. S. C., 1883, Ord. 37, r. 35; see title Equity, Vol. XIII., pp. 45, 46. 
(Z) West V. SackviUe {Lord), [1903] 2 Ch. 378, C. A. 

{m) Under the Legitimacy Declaration Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 03); 
see title Bastardy, VoL II., pp. 433, 434 ; and see p. 282, 

(n) See p. 265, ante; Hastings Peerage (1841), 8 Cl. &Fin. 144, 150, 
151. 

(o) Standing Orders of the House of Lords (Public Business), 1902, 

No. 87, as amended 6th March, 1902; Journals of the House of Lords, 
1902, VoL CXXXIV., p. 96. As to the proof of wills prior to 1700, see the 
Fitzwalter Peerage, supra, at p. 952 ; and see the Shrewsbury Peerage, supra ; 
as to French marriage registers, see the Perth Earldom (1848), 2 fi. L. Cas. 
865 ; as to the general rules for proof of records, see title Evidence, 
Vol. XIII., pp. 517 et seq, . i ^ 

( p) Proper custody in the case of private documents is the charter choil 
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Sect. 7. A document not coming from out of proper custody is primd facie 
Claims to inadmissible, and its condition as a ground for admission may be 
Peerage, open to argument, as, for example, whether it is complete in respect 
of matter, signature or seal, and free from alteration or erasure. 

Reports of proceedings on other claims are not evidence (a), but 
may be used for convenience and to assist the Committee (6), and 
leave to reprint the evidence is sometimes given. 

Ugitimacy. 618 . Questions as to legitimacy frequently arise in connection 
with claims to peerages. In such cases the ordinary law as to 
legitimacy in relation to succession to land and the effect of domicil 
thereon applies (c). 

The status of legitimate or lawful heir may be questioned in 
respect of an ancestor, but has usually arisen in respect of the 
claimant himself at the instance of a counter-claimant or the 
Crown (rf). 

In such cases the physical fact of incompetency or of non- 
access (c) or of non-generating access, as the case may be, may 
always be fully proved by means of such legal evidence as is 
strictly admissible in every other case in which it is necessary, by 
the law of England, that a physical fact be proved (/). 


of the family, or of the present possessor of estates acquired from an 
ancestor of the claimant; see the Camoya Peerage (1839), 6 CL & Fin. 789, 
801 ; and seethe Chandos Peerage (1802), Bryagos Keport ; The De Bos 
Peerage (1804), Minutes of Evidence of Proceedings before the Committee 
for Privileges. An old attested copy of a deed coming from proper custody 
may bo admissible (Fitzwalter Peerage (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin. 946, 953). An 
inscription on a portrait in proper custody has been received in evidence 
{Camoys Peerage, supra, at pp. 801, 802; see, further, title Evidence, 
Vol. XIII., pp. 505, 512 et seq.). 

(a) Berkeley Peerage (1861), 8 II. L. Cas. 21, 37. 

(b) Ibid., at p. 36; Beaumont Peerage (1840), 6 Cl. & Fin. 868, 87 J ; 
Braye Peerage (1839), 6 Cl. & Fin. 757, 766. 

(c) See titles Bastardy, Vol. II., pp. 426, 437 ; Conflict of Laws, 
Vol. VI., pp. 182 et seq,, 252 et seq., 272 et seq. ; Husband and Wife. 
Vol. XVI., pp. 278 et seq. ; p. 283, post. The liability of a peer to attend 
in Parliament when his presence is required does not prevent him from 
acquiring a foreign domicil (Hamilion v. Dallas (1875), 1 Ch. D. 257). 

(d) Banburif Peeraae Case (1811), 1 Sim. & St. 153, fully reported in 
Kicolas, Treatise on Adulterine Bastardy (1836), p. 182. For a case whore 
a claimant brought a petition in the Probate Division of the High Court of 
.Justice under the Legitimacy Declaration Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 93), 
ss. 4, 11, see 8ackville-W est v. A.-G., [1910] P. 143; and see titles 
Bastardy, Vol. II., pp. 433, 434 ; Equity, Vol. XIII., pp. 45, 46. 
*Whether a claimant can establish his status as lawful heir to a peerage, 
when his father or ancestor has contracted a marriage invalid by tie 
law of England but valid in the countiy of domicil, has not vet 
been decided in a peerage claim. Sussex Peeraae (1844), 11 CL & Iln. 
85, is not strictly relevant on this point. In that case the Duke of 
Sussex was married to Lady Augusta Murray validly by the law of Romo, 
though the parties were not domiciled in Rome, but the marriage was 
Invaud under the Royal Marriages Act, 1772 (12 Geo. 3, o. 11), s 1 ; see 
title Constitutional Law, Vol. VL, pp. 370, 371. 

{e) Saye and Sele Barony (1848), 1 H. L. Cas. 507. 

(f) Banbury Peerage Case, suma ; Minutes of Evidence of Proceedings 
before the Committee for Privileges, 269, Impotency and impossibility 
of access were formerly the only allegations which could rebut the 
presumptiott '"pater ^si quern nuptiee demonstrafit." As to access, sea 



Part I. — Peebags. 


268 


Legitimation of illegitimate children by the eubsequent marriage 
of their parents depends on the domicil of the father at the time 
of the marriage (q). 


Part il. — The Baronetage. 

619 . The hereditary dignity of Baronet (/#) was first instituted by 
King James 1 . in 1611 , to be granted to those persons who should 
contribute to the expenses of the Plantation of Ulster (?). 

The dignity is created by letters patent under the Great Seal (/r). 


also Gardner Peerage (7a«6 (1824), Petition, Case, and Minutes of Evidence ot 
Proceedings before the Committee for Privileges ; Claims to the Barong 
of Gardner, Le Marchant; Poulett Peerage, [1903] A. C. 395. As to a 
declaration by either spouse as to non-access before marriage, see 
ibid,, 'per Lord Halsbury, L.C., at p. 398 ; title Bastardy, Vol. II , p. 429, 
note (d) ; as to evidence of a wife as to her child’s legitimacy, see title 
Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., p. 479. The occasions on which such 
evidence is on general grounds admitted as relevant are rare ; see, further, 
Saife and Sele Barony (1848), 1 II. L. Cas. 607 ; Aylesford Peerage (1885), 
1 1 App. Cas. 1 ; and, as to incompetency, see title Husband and Wife, 
Vol. XVJ., pp. 4t70et8eq. 

(g) Strathmore Peerage Case (1821), Minutes of Evidence of Proceedings 
before the Committee for Privileges (father newly domiciled in England 
at time of marriage; no legitimation); Lauderdale Peerage (1886), 10 
App. Cas. 692 (father domiciled in Scotland ; children, though described 
m will as illegitimate, legitimised by death-bed marriage) ; and see title 
Conflict of Laws, Vol. VI., pp. 182 et seg. 

{h) The meaning of the word “ baronet ” is obscure. A few examples 
exist of its use, and the distinction between the barones and barones 
majores in Magna Carta (stat. 9 Hen. 3, c. 5) is suggested. There is, 
however, no satisfactory proof that the revival of any ancient rank was 
intended, and if King James invented the term it is noteworthy that the 
persons he wished to decorate were always called barons in Scotland. 1 fc 
18 also clear that great doubt existed in 1611 whether the more important 
untitled gentlemen would accept the proposed title. The object was lo 
raise money for State purposes, and there is evidence that some gentleineii 
were willing to advance the money without accepting the dignity. 
Hereditary knighthood existed in the Holy Roman Empire, but never 
obtained a footing in England, and cannot be considered as the foundation 
of baronetcy. It has been held that a baronetcy is an incorporeal heredita- 
ment, and, being limited to the heirs of the body, is within the Statute 
De Bonis Conditionahbus (Statute of Westminster II. (1286) 13 Edw. 1, 
c. 1), and is descendible as an estate tail and not a fee simple conditional, 
although no place be named in its croation {Be Bivetl'Camac's (Sir J.) 
Will (1885), 30 Ch. D. 136, where it was also held that a baronetcy was 
“land” witliin the meaning of the Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 
c. 38), s. 37). The soundness of this decision has been doubted (Hood and 
Challis, Conveyancing Acts, 7th ed.,p. 298; and see title Real Property 

AND Chattels Real. ^ ^ a n- i „ 

(t) At the close of his reign. King James consented to e^abhsh an 
Order of Baronets for Scotland, the consideration for which was the 
colonisation of districts in New Scotland, called Nova Scotia. 11^ dignity 
was territorial, and the charters granted a definitely bounded barony in 
regality, held feudally, with seisin taken at E^nburgh. together with the 
tiwe of baronet. The letters patent were, therefore, of len^h. Few 
of these were granted, and King Charles I. granted the hereditary title 
of “ knight baronet ** without any lands to several persons. ^ 

(k) Previous to the granting of letters patent, there wm issued by 
ComnuBsionera a memorandum that A. B. had offered to charge himseu 
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PiSEftAOES AND Dignities. 

There is now no limit to the number of baronetcies which the 
Crown may create (/). 

620 . The privileges of a baronet are set fortli in the letters 
patent of creation, and comprise the right to the title or prefix “ Sir,” 
and the right to rank above all knights except Knights of the 
Garter (m), and immediately below the sons of barons, and he has 
no privileges except those stated in his patent (n). A baronet takes 
precedence amongst other baronets according to priority in date of 
creation (o). 

The wife of a baronet is entitled to the prefix ‘‘ Dame.” 

621 . A claim to a baronetcy should be made by petition to 


with the yearly entertainment of thirty foot (soldiers) for three years after 
the rate of 8d. a day for the plantation of Ulster, and that His Majesty 
having graciously accepted this service is pleased in recompence thereof to 
confer on him the dignity and place of a baronet. A royal warrant 
followed for the preparation of “ a booke in due form containing on grant 
of the dignity of baronett to the said A. B. and the heirs male of his body.” 
The first letters patent recited the King’s desire to promote the plantation 
and the precise sum to be contributed. 

(l) It had been originally promised that the number of baronets of 
England should not exceed 200, and that vacancies by extinction of issue 
should not be filled up. However, up to the time (1706) of the union 
with Scotland, 697 baronetcies of England, 58 baronetcies of Ireland, and 
166 baronetcies of Scotland had been created. After the promulgation of 
the Union with Scotland Act, 1706 (6 Anne, o. 11), England and Scotland 
ceased to exist in contemplation of law, and it is conceived that no new 
baronetcy of cither kingdom could be created, but whereas the question 
of the peerage of each kingdom was carefully dealt with in the Act, no 
reference to baronetcy appears therein. 

(m) As to Knights of the Garter, see p. 286, post. Some of the first 
created baronets claimed to be knighted, and as the result of a controversy 
respecting their precedence, the King covenanted that all the then baronets, 
and the eldest sons or heirs apparent of baronets, should be knighted at 
Uieir request on reaching the age of twenty-one. This latter right was 
abolished by Iloyal Warrant dated 19th December, 1827. As, however, 
the status required for a baronet was that he possessed a thousand pounds a 
year in land, and that his father and grandfather at least must have been 
gentlemen of coat armour, the vast majority must have been persons 
who could have been called upon to accept knighthood, whether or not the 
new grade had been founded. 

(n) The King originally covenanted that he and bis successors would 
never create any new dignity having precedence between barons, lords of 
Earliament, and baronets, and it has been contended that a warrant 
granting precedence to the children of life peers is a breach of this covenant. 
It is thought, however, that a distinct hereditary dignity was meant. 

(o) All the evidence relating to the status of a baronet which can be 
collected from the public records pi^orts to be printed in(l) The Herald 
and Genealogist, Vol. III. ; (2) A History of the Baronetage, by Francis W. 
Dixley, published in 1900 ; (3) The preface to the Baronetage, by G. E. C., 
and (4) The Baronetage, by an anonymous author, published in 1911 ; see 
also some observations by Selden, Titles of Honour, Part 2. Careful 
study of such evidence raises grave doubt whether the King intended to 
create a degree of nobility, or whether he merely intended to ^ant a 
liereditary pre-eminence among squires similar to the distinction of Knights 
banneret and ordinary knights: for the persons whom it was proposed 
to ^gnify with the prefix “Sir” and the suffix ‘‘ Baronet ” were those who 
would in the ordinary course of military tenure be called upon to accept 
knighthood. 
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tlie King in Council, and is hoard by a committee of the Privy 
Council (j)). * The 

622- Provision has been mode for on cfficial roll of baronets to 
be drawn up (q) and maintained (r). A registrar has been ^ 
appointed (a) and his duties are defined (b), and no person is to be 
officially styled a baronet unless his name appears on the roll (c). Official roll. 


Part Hi. — Knighthood. 

623. Knighthood (r?) is a personal dignity conferred for life. Knighthood 
It is not ill any sense a local title. It is an order of chivalry g«*nerai. 
recognisable in every part of the King's dominions (c). 

An individual of the male sex is now legally entitled to be 
addressed with the prefix “ Sir ” (/) and to rank before untitled per- 
sons only (/) if the King or his especially appointed lieutenant (p) 

(who must be a knight (//)) has directed him to kneel before him, has 

ip) Royal Warrant, 8th February, 1910, art. 4 (London Gazette, 

15th February, 1910). A Cominifipe of the Privy Counril was appoiiitotl 
by Order in Council, 5th March, 1910 (London Gazette, 8th March, 1910). 

One such claim has already been heard; sec Baronetcff of Cox of J)unman* 

«'nv(1911). Times, 10th November. It was the practice of King James 1. 
to refer claims to dignities to the Commissioners for exercising the office ot 
Earl Marshal, and it was promised that baronetcies should be 8ubje(*t 
to the same jurisdiction, but no commissioners or other functionaries to 
represent the Earl Marshal have existed for the last two centuries. The 
rights of the Earl Marshal are expressly saved by the Royal Warrant of 
the 8th February, 1910, except in so far as they are eoiitained in the 
cancelled warrants of 3rd December, 1783, 24th February, 1785, 

30th September, 1789 (Royal Warrant, 8th February, 1910, arts. 12, 13). 

The practice in future will probably be that if the Secretary of State, aft(T 
obtaining a report from the King of Arms, Dnds any difficulty in advising 
the King as to the validity of any claim to be placed on the roll, tie* claim 
will be referred to the Attorney-General for England, the Lord Advocate 
for Scotland, or the Attorney-General for Ireland, as the case may be, |or 
opinion, and ultimately to the Privy Council as above stiit*‘d. The 
Legitimacy Declaration Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 93). gives no juris- 
diction to "investigate or decide a claim to a baronetcy (Frederick v. A.-G, 

(1874), L. R. 3 P. ^ D. 196). 

(q) Royal Warrant, 8th February, 1910, arts. 1, 3. 

(r) Ibid., arts. 6 , 6, 11. The lees to bo paid by new baronets are laid 
down (ibid,, art. 10). 

(a) Ibid., art. 7. The first registrar and assistant -registrar were appointed 
by Order in Council, 5th March, 1910. 

(b) Royal Warrant, 8th February, 1910, arts. 8, 9, 

(c) Ibid., art. 2. 

(d) For the history of knighthood out of England and the early history 
in England, see Selden, Titles of Honour; Nicholas, History of the Orders 
of Knighthood of the British Empire. The most authentic list of English 
Knights is in Sbaw, List of Knights of England. 

(e) See Lord Advocate v. Walker's Tmstees, [1912] A. C. 95, 104. 

(/) As to forei^ dignities and orders, see p. 290, post. 

ig) The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland has, by virtue of his office, aiithority 
to confer knighthood (unanimous opinion of the judges summoned by the 
King in Council, 1823; see Nicolas, History of the Orders of Knighthood 
of the British Empire, xiii.). . . t i * au 

(h) See, however, Nicolas, History of the Orders of Knighthood of the 

British Empire, xv. 
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Pabt in. struck his shoulder with a naked sword and has said “ Sois CJif voter 
Knighthood.au nom de Dieu ” and “Arise Sir Knight” or " Avanceif 
Chcvaler, ” or has created him a knight by letters patent (i). 


Orders of 
knighthood : 

Order of 
the Qai ter. 


Order of the 
Bath, 


Older of the 
Thiatle. 


Order of 
Bt. Patrick. 


624 . The age of chivalry produced societies the membership of 
which was restricted to knights. Of these the earliest in England 
was a society, founded by King Edward III., of knights under the 
name of the Order of the Garter. The foundation of the order was 
in 1349. It is limited to twenty-five knights in addition to the 
Sovereign, who is head of the order ; but the Sovereign has power 
to create additional Iloyal knights ; and, although usually bestowed 
upon a peer, the recipient of the honour need not necessarily 
belong to the peerage (j). Knights of the Garter take precedence 
in England before Privy Councillors and baronets (fc). 

Another society of knights in England, the precise origin of 
which is not clear, is that of the Bath(/). The Order of the Bath 
or rank of knighthood has, however, been so altered by its conversion 
into a military order by George II., and by a subsequent division 
into grades of companionship by King George III., that it has lost 
the mediaeval character preserved by the Garter. The order is 
now divided into two branches, military and civil (m). 

Other orders of knighthood are : 

Knights of St. Andrew or the Thistle, founded or revised in 
Scotland by King Charles IT, in 1G87 (n), and re-established on th^ 
31st December, 1703; 

Knights of St. Patrick, founded in Ireland by King George III. 
on the Gth February, 1783 (o), and revised in 1905 ; 


{%) If a Sovereign knights a Sovereign he also passes his arm around the 
shoulders. It was formerly conferred by ceremonial investiture, which is 
now represented by the accolade ; much of the ceremonial of the investiture 
still survives in the ceremony of the Coronation, e.g., in the vesting of 
the King in garments of a sacerdotal character and girding him with the 
sword and spurs; see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 327. 
Knights have also been created by letters patent sinc>e 1777 (Nicolas, 
llistorv of the Orders of Knighthood of the British Empire, xv.). 

(/) The Right Honourable Sir Edward Grey, Baronet, M.P., Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, was made a Knight of the Garter in March, 
1912. 

(k) See p. 284, ante. 

(/) The bath was the Brat part of the ceremonial for creating a knight, 
but to call knights of the twelfth century K.B. (see Shaw, List of Knights 
of England, Vol. L, p. 109) seems somewhat stran^. It is considered that 
knighthood by baptism existed side by side with knighthood by accolade. 
The antiquity of the bath is illustrated by the Coronation ceremony. The 
ancient practice was for the King to bathe at the palace of Westminster, 
the day before he proceeded to the Abbey, with a number of youthful 
aspirants who were Imighted by the King when crowned, after investiture 
as a knight by the Church. 

(t») It is afco divided into three classes, name'y, Knights Grand Cross, 
Knights Commanders (both of which are entitled to be called knight 
after investiture with the insignia of the order and to take precedence of 
knights bachelor), and Companions, who take precedence of esquires but 
are not entitled to be called knight. Each class is restricted in point of 
numbers. 

(n) Nicolas, History of the Orders of Knighthood of the British Empire, 

(o) Ibid . 
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Knights of the Order of the Star of India, founded in 1861, and 
used to reward service in connection with India (;>) ; 

Knights of St. Michael and St. George, founded in 1818 (q) to 
reward service in the Mediterranean, chiefly Maltese and Ionic, but 
now used to reward all colonial service; 

Knights of the Order of the Indian Empire, founded to com- 
memorate the title of Emperor or Empress of India in 1878 (r) ; 

Knights of the Eoyal Victorian Order, founded in 1896 (x). 

625 . Knights bachelor, or ordinary knights, are (hose who are 
merely created knights but belong to no particular Order (/). 

Ordinary knighthood is usually conferred upon the Judges of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature, the Attorney-General and 
Solicitor-General, and occasionally upon civic dignitaries on state 
occasions. There are numerous Orders and Dignities whicli do not 
confer any title or right of precedence (a). 


ip) London Gazette, 25th June, 1861. It consists of the Sovereign, ilio 
Grand Master, and a fixed number of Companions divided into tliieo 
classes, namely, Knights Grand Cross, Knights Commanders, and Com- 
panions. 

{q) Ihid., 27th April, 1818. It comprises a fixed number of Knigbla 
Grand Cross, Knights Commanders, and (companions. Each class ranks 
next after the corresponding class of the Order of the Star of India. 

(r) It consists of the Sovereign, Grand Master, and three classes, 
namely, Knights Grand Cross, Knights (^oinmanders, and Companions. 
Each class ranks next after the corresponding class of the Order ol St. 
Michael and St. George. 

(s) Ibid,, 24th April, 1896. It consists of the Sovereign and ordinal y 
members. It is divided into five classes, namely, Knights Grand Cross, 
Knights Commanders, Companions, members ot the Fourth and Fifth 
(Jlasses. Ordinary members must be subjects of the British Ciown wlio 
have rendered extraordinaiy or important or personal sei vices to the 
Sovereign. Foreign princes may be appointed honorary nienil>oi<. 
Knights Grand Cross and Knights Commanders rank after the cone * 
sponding classes of the Order of the Indian Empire. (\nn panions lank 
alter knights bacheloi. Members of the Fourth Class rank after (Com- 
panions of the Indian Empiic, Members of the Fifth (Jass after th(‘ 
eldest sons of knights bachelors. The number of members is unlimited 

(0 Originally there were no orders of knights, but all knights were either 
knights banneret or knights bachelor. The distinction between these two 
classes was purely military, the former being entitled to a banner in time 
of war, and to have command over the latter, who were only entitled to a 
y>eimon. The distinctiou appears to have bccom) obsolete ; and S(‘e 1 
Bl. ('’om., pp. 404. 40,5. 

(m) For instance, the Distinguished Service Order, instituted by Koy d 
Wairant dated the 6th September, 1886; the Imperial Service Ordei, 
lounded 8th August, 1902; the Order of Merit, founded 23rd June. 1902: 
the Order of Victoria and Albert, instituted in 1862; the Imperial Order 
of the Crown of India, instituted in 1878 ; the Kaisar-i-Hind medal; the 
Victoria Cross, instituted by Eoyal Warrant 29th January, 1856; the 
Volunteer Officers Decoration, founded by Eoyal Warrant 25th July. 
1892; the Indian Distinguished S3rvice Medal, founded by Eoyal Warrant 
25th June, 1907 ; the Albert Medal, founded by Eoyal Warrant 7tb March, 
1866; the Edward Medal, founded by Eoyal Warrant 13th July, 1007| 
•nd the Red Cross, founded by Eoyal Warrant 23rd April, 1883. 
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Part IV. — The College of Arms. 

626. The College of Arms (x) was incorporated in 1556 by Royal 
Charter granted by King Philip and Queen Mary in fulfilment of the 
intention of King Edward VI.OO*. 

It consists at present of tliree kings of arms, six heralds, and four 
])ursuivanta. They are under the jurisdiction of the Earl 
Marshal (/>). 

627. The kings of arms are certain heralds to whom at an 
0‘U‘ly, though not perfectly ascertained, date the Sovereign granted 
Iho right and duty to exercise his right of granting arms. 

Eor the purpose of such grants, and for regulating the use of 
armorial healings of such as possess them, there have existed for 
centuries two provincial kings of arms— Clarencieux (or Surroy) 
and Norroy(c). 

About a century after the institution of the Order of the Garter (rf), 
Garter King of Arms was instituted as an officer of that order, who 
was styled principal king of arms for all England, and his co-opera- 
tion with each prv)vincial king of arms in his respective province 
had, by the end of the seventeenth century, become essential (r). 

The right to grant arms is inherent in the office of king of arms, 
but the exercise of that right is regulated by an order of the Earl 
Marshal of England directing the kings of arms not to create new 
arms in favour of any individual without a special warrant fiom the 
Earl Marshal in each case directed to Garter King of Arms and the 
appropriate provincial king of arms. 

Each king of arms has ajipropriate arms belonging to his office, 
which ho is entitled to bear in conjunction with his family arms. 

628. The heralds (/) number six, and are known as Windsor, 
Chester, Lancaster, Somerset, York, and Richmond. Additional 


(.r) Also called the Heralds’ College. 

{n) The charter Ls printed m cx£ca«owith a translation in Noble’s ('ollego 
of Anns. The present building was built after the Great Fire on the site 
of Derby Place, granted to the College by the charter. A chapter of the 
corporation is held every month, and has frequently issued under its 
common seal certificates of the armorial bearings, but more often of the 
descent of individuals. 

(6) This office is hereditary in the family of the Duke of Norfolk ; for 
the duties of the Eail Marshal at coronations, see title Constitutional 
Law, Vol. VI., p. 326; and see title Courts, Vol. IX., p. 116. 

(c) Their jurisdictions were south and north of the Trent respectively ; 
and see the text, infra, 

{d) See p. 286, ante, 

(e) In addition there is a fourth English king of arms, known as Bath or 
Gloucester, who is not a member of the College, whose jurisdiction is over 
the principality of Wales. There are also a Lyon King of Arms for 
Scotl^d and Ulster King of Arms for Ireland. 

{/) The number of heralds has varied from time to time. Heralds were 
originally, as their name imports, ambassadors or messengers, the bearers 
of compliment or defiance from one prince to another, habited for the 
purpose with the armorial insignia of tbcir masters. The habit stiil 
eulvivQs iu the herald’s tabard. 
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heralds may be appointed for special purposes (/7). It is not the 
function of a herald to grant arms, but to present memorials to 
the Earl Marshal. His duty is to assist the Earl Marshal in the 
V ork of his department. 

629 . The pursuivants are four in number, known as Eonge 
Croix, Rouge Dragon, Bluemantle, and Portcullis. 

630 . In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries most of tlie 
counties of England were visited two or three times by heralds 
acting as delegates for the kings of arms, with Eoval authority to 
record the pedigrees of those who could produce evidence of 
tlie right to coat armour and to use the title of esquire” and 
gentleman (//). 

The retai ns of those Eoyal commissioners, called visitations, are 
kept in the College of Arms and are evidence in the courts of 
law (i). They can be produced in evidence, and the proper witness 
to produce them is an olHcer of arms under tiiibiurna {J), 

631 . The absolute jurisdiction of the Earl ]\rarshal over all 
persons concerning themselves ^^it]l armorial insignia, whether by 
personal use or as tradesmen (A), and visitations is now dis- 
continued, but the jurisdiction is dormant, not ah dished. It would 
still be in the [)Ov/er <)f the S )vereign to revive either if he so 
thought fit. and to appoint a judge of the court of the Earl Marshal 
on the latter’s nomination (/>. 

632 . It appears that the jurisdiction of the ofiicers of arms in 
matters armorial cannot be challenged in any court of law (m). 
Most of the rights and duties of ofiicers of arms have in course of 
time become obsolete, hut it still remains the law that no man is 
entitled to the dignity of a gentleman and to armorial insignia 
except by record, and that such record exists only in the College 
ol Anns. 


(rf) E.q., Delhi Herald was appointed to act as Herald at the Coronation 
Durbar held in India in 1911. 

(A) The practice began in 1545. The Royal coinmisMons weio 
addressed to the kings of arms in respect of their respective provinct's. 
The commissions' also gave authority to dc/stroy all representations of 
coat armour the right to which was not proved. 

(/) See title Evidence, VoI. XI 11., pp. 527, 53t». 

(/) The visitations have often been received in evidence in peerage 
claims, but on some occasions the commission to hold a visitation has also 
been required. Contemporaneously with the visitations, there sat in 
London a court of the Earl Marshal, in which sat originally the Constable 
of England with the Marshal. In this court, now within the precincts ot 
the College of Arms, or before the Commissioners to exercise tlie oHiee 
ot Marshal, many claims to dignities were tried, and the decisions are, it is 
apprehended, judgments of a court of record. 

(A) As to the unlawful use of the Royal Arms, see titles Patent.? and 
Inventions, p. 232, ante ; Tr\de Marks, Trade Names, and De.sign8. 

H) See title Courts, Vol. IX., p 116. 

(m) See title Name and Arms, Cuasge of, Vol. XXI., p. 353, and the 
rases there cited. 
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Part V.— Foreign Dignities, Orders, and 
Decorations. 

Sect. 1. — Dignitie$. 

633. Dignities created by foreign Sovereigns are not recognised 
by law in this country, but the right to bear them may be granted 
by the King. 

A petition stating good reason for leave to bear such a title in 
England is addressed to the King and sent to the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department in the same manner as other petitions 
for warrants of precedency, changes of name etc. 

Many foreign dignities confer the title of count or baron ou all 
tlie cliildicn of the grantee, but of late years it has been usual to 
limit the iiennissioii to tlie eldest sons only in accordance witli the 
English practice. 

A foreign title lawfully used in England gives in law no pre- 
cedence, but it is usually recognised in courtesy. 

Sect. 2. — Orders and Decorations. 

634. Orders and decorations granted by a foreign Sovereign are 
not recognised in law in this country (a). 

635. Regulations, by Royal command, have been issued respect- 
ing the wearing of foreign orders and medals (o). 


(n) Ruling in the case of Knights of the Guelphic Order of Hanover, 
founded in 1816 by George IV. whilst Prince Regent, and not conferred 
since the death of King William IV. in 1837. 

(o) See Foreign Offieo Regulations, 8th May, 1911. The rule is that 
no subject of His Majesty shall wear the insignia of any foreign order 
wilhout having previously obtained His Majesty’s permission to do so, 
signilied either — ^(.a) by warrant under the Royal Sign Manual, or (b) by 
private pei mission conveyed through His Majesty’s private secretary 
{ihid.f T. 1) (this rule, although expressed in the lorm of the King’s wish, is 
of great antiquity and appears to have been observed lor centuries). 

Permission given by warrant under the Royal Sign Manual will enable 
the insignia ol the foreign order to be worn all times and without any 
restriction, but private permission will only enable the insignia to be worn 
on the oeeasioiis specified in the terms of the letter fioin the King’s private 
secretary conveying the Royal sanction r. 2). 

Tbe iull and unrestricted permission by warrant under the Royal Sign 
Manu.al is designed, subject to the exception imuitioned in ihid , V 4 (a), 
infra, respecting Hritish naval or military olllcers duiing hosfilii it* 9 , to 
meet cases where the decoration may be said to have been earned by some 
valuable service rendered to the head of the State conferring it, or to the 
State itself. The private or restneted permission is contemplated for 
decorations which are more or less of a complimentary character. In 
either case the matter will bo submitted to the King by His Majtssty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (ibid., r. 3). 

Full and unrestricted permission by warrant under the Royal Sign 
Manual is contemplated for a decoration conferred: (a) On an officer in 
His Majesty’s naval or military forces lent to a foreign Government ; on 
an officer in His Majesty’s naval or military forces attached by his Govem- 
nient to a foreign navy or army during hostilities ; or on any British 
official lent to a foreign Government and not in receipt oi unj emoluments 
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from British public funds during the period of such loan, (b) On any 
person not »t the time in the service of the Crown, who, while liimseu 
outside the limits of His Majesty's dominions, has rendered valuable 
services to the head of the State conferring the order, or to the State 
itself, within the period of two years immediately preceding the notihcation 
of the decoration to His Majesty's Government provided for in Foreign 
Office Regulations, 8th May, 1911, r. 6, infra. The term ** service of the 
Crown ’* comprises any person holding a Royal Commission, or any person 
in receipt of a salary from public funds in the United Kingdom, or in any 
British dominion, colony, or protectorate, (c) On any Britisli subject 
employed in a foreign embassy or legation in the United Kingdom (t6uf., 
r 4) 

The desire of the head of a foreign State to confer upon a British subject 
the insignia of an order, or the fact that he luis done so, must be notided 
to Ilift Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs either 
through tlie Bntish diplomatic representative acen^dited to the head of 
the foreign State, or through his diplomatic representative at the Court of 
St. James. Ilis Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
shall be under no obligation to consider claims that are not brought to his 
notice through one of these channels {ibid., r. 5). 

When His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has 
taken the Kind's pleasure on any such application, and obtained His 
Majesty's permission for the person in whose favour it has been made to 
wear the insignia of a foreign order, ho signifies the same to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for the Homo Department in order that he 
may cause a warrant, if it be a case for the issue of a warrant as defined in 
ibid., T. 4, to be prepared for the Royal Sign Manual {ibid., T. (5). 

When such warrant has been signed by the King, a notification thereof 
is inserted in the Gazette, stating the service for which the foreign order has 
been conferred. 

The wanaut signifying His Majesty’s permission may, at the request 
and at the expense of the jicrson who has obtained it, be registered in the 
Tollbgc of Anns. Every such warrant as utoresaid must contain a clause 
providing that His Majesty’s licence and permission does not authorise 
the assumption of any style, a])pellation, rank, precedence, or privilege 
appertaining to a knight bdchelor of His Majesty’s realms (ibid., r. fi). 

When a British subject has received tlie Royal permission to acc»')»t (he 
decoration of a foreign order, he may, at any future time, accept the 
decoration of a higher class of the same order, to which he may have become 
eligible by increase of rank in (he lorcigii service, or in the servict*. ot his 
own country ; or any other distinctive mark of honour strictly consequent 
upon the acceptance of the original decoration, and common to every 
pel son upon whom such decoration is confcired {ibid., r. 7). 

Medals which constitute a particular class of a foreign order are subject 
in all respects to the above regulations in the same manner as higher 
glades of the order, except that permission to wear is given by letter and 
not by poyal warrant. The King's permission must be obtained for any 
other medal to be worn. No permission is needed to accept a foreign medal 
if it is not intended to be worn {ibid., r. 8). 

Naval and military attaches to His Majesty’s missions abroad may, at 
the termination of their appointments, be given restricted private per- 
mission to wear, on certain specific occasions, the inrignia of a foreign order 
conferred upon them by the chief of the State only in which their 
headquarters were situated {ibid., r. 9). 


PENALTIES, RELIEF AGAINST. 

See Equity; Landlord and Tenant. 
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PENALTY. 

See Criminal Law and Procedure ; Damages ; Equitt. 

PENSIONS. 

S(C CoN&intaioNAL Law; Police; Pioyal Forces. 


PERCOLATION. 


St’i' Easememh and Proetis a Prendre; Mines, Miner vl.s, and 
Quarries; Wauers and "WArnicocRSES. 


PERFORMING RIGHTS. 

iSVc CorYIllGllT AND LiTLKADY Pnoi'LlilV. 


PERJURY. 

S<i CuniiN.VL Law and Proildire; E\iDJ,\tB. 


PERMANENT BUILDING SOCIETY. 

See Duilding Societies. 


PERPETUATING TESTIMONY. 


See Equity ; Evidence. 
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Part I. - Introductory. 


Public i>olicy 
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alienation of 
property. 


636. Tlie rules of law affecting perpetuities are based upon 
considerations of public policy («). Such policy requires that, 


(a) The public policy upon which the rules of law as to perpetuities are 
founded was stated in Stanly v. Leigh (1732), 2 P. Wms. 686, per 
Jekyll, M.R.. to bo ** the mischief that would arise to the public from 
estates remaining for ever or for a long time inalienable or untransferable 
from one hand to another, being a damp to industry and prejudice to trade, 
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although private ownership of property involves a power of 
disposition of the whole interest of the owner, whether inter vivos 
or on death, such power should not be abused (b). Acoordingly, 
the law has from early times discouraged dispositions of property 
which either (1) impose restrictions on future alienations of that 
property, or (2) fetter the future devolution or enjoyment of that 
property to an unreasonable extent (r). 

This title is concerned only with the law which regulfitos dis- 
positions fettering the future devolution or enjoyment of property (d). 
The law dealing with restrictions upon the future alienation of 
property is dealt with elsewhere(/0, and is not the subject of this title. 

637. The law affecting perpetuities as treated in this title is 
only concerned with interests arising in fatitro, and not with 
interests arising ?// pnesentL It comprises two principal rules, 
which may termed the rules against remoteness. The lirst is 
Ivtiown as tlie rule against perpetuities, and is to the idlect that 
every limitation of property, unless it depends upon an estate tail, 
must, to be valid, vest, if at all, within a life or lives in lieing, and 
twenty-one years and a period of gestation afterwards ( /’). The 
second, which has been sometimes referred to as the rule against 
double or n*mote possibilities (f/), is directed against contingent 
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to which may be added the inconvenience and distress that would 1)6 
brought on families whose estates are so fettered ; and see Sorjolh 
(Duke) V. Howard (1683), 1 Vern. 163, per North, Lord Keeper; Fearm*, 
Contingent Remainders, lOth ed., pp. 562 et seq., Butler's note. 

(6) The principle forbidding abuse of the power of disposition is shortly 
expressed in the form “ the power of alienation must not be exercised to its 
own destruction ** (27 Law Quarteily Review, p. Ill ; and see Washhom v. 
Downs ( 1671 ), 1 Cas. in Ch. 213) ; but it does not appear to bo sufficiently so 
expressed, as the fact that the property is completely alienable does not 
prevent the principle being infringed (Re Hargreaves^ Midgley v, I'alleg 
(1890), 43 Ch. D. 401, 406, C. A , ; Cray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd 
ed., 8. 269). 

(c) As to the principle of public policy, see, further, Lewis, Law of 
Perpetuity, p. 3 ; Taylor d. Atkyns v. Horde (1757), 1 Burr. 60, per J^ord 
Mansfield, C.J., at pp. 115, 116 ; Marlborough (Duke) v. Godolphin (Earl) 
(1759), 1 Eden, 404, per Henley, Lord Keeper, at p. 416; Re Parry ami 
Daggs (1885), 31 Ch. D. 130, C. A., per Fry, L.J., at p. 134 ; Re Ashforlh, 
Sibley v. Ashforth, [1905] 1 Ch. 535, per Farwell, J., at p. 642. 

(d) The principle against perpetuity existed “ before and throughout 
the reign of King Henry VlII. ** (Hope v. Gloucester Gorporaiion (1865), 
7 De G. M. & G, 647, C. A., per Knight-Bruce, L.J., at p. 658), and 
was a principle of the common law (2 Preston, Abstracts of Title, p- 145 ; 
Re Nash, Cook v. Frederick, [1910J 1 Ch. 1, 7, C. A. ; Re Stamford ami 
Warnngton (Earl), Payne v. Grey, [1912] 1 Ch. 343, 366, 367, C. A.). It 
existed prior to the introduction of the modern rule against perpetuities 
(see p. 300, post) ; and perhaps was introduced after the statute of Quut 
Empiores, stat. (1289) 18 Edw. 1, stat. 1, o. 1 (2 Preston on Estates, p. 307). 

(«) See title Gifts, Vol. XV., pp. 422 et seq, 

if) See p. 300, post. Objection has been made to the name of the Rule 
against Perpetuities ; see Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2iid ed , s. 2 ; 
Jarman on Wills, 6th ed. by Sweet, p. 296, n. (v) ; the name ** Rule 
against Remoteness *’ is there proposed. In the Conveyancing Act, 1911 
(1 & 2 Geo. 5. c. 37). it is termed ** tne rule of law relating to perpetuities ** 

(g) The rule is now frequently referred to as the rule in Whitby v. MiUheU 
(1890), 44 Ch. D. 86, C. A. 
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Paht T. remainders of real estate limited to successive generations of unborn 
Intro- issue (//). These two rules, together with tlie statutory restrictions 
ductory. on accumulations (i), constitute the main subject of the law of 
per2)etuitie8 as treated in this title (jf). 

Extended 638 . But although the law of perpetuities as treated in this 
meanings of conversant with future interests, the word “ perpetuity ” 

perpetuity. in the liistory of English law (A), been sometimes used in a 


{h) See p. 304, poiit. 

(/) See p. 370, poai. 

(j) liesides the rules against remoteness, future interests are subject to 
the restraint of certain rules of limitation at common law, e.g., the rule 
requiring a preceding estate of freehold to support a contingent remainder, 
and the rule that a limitation infuUiro is, if possible, construed as a con- 
tingent remainder and not as an executory limitation. These common 
law rules are themselves designed to prevent perpetuity {Be Nash, Cook 
V. Frederick, [1910J 1 Ch. 1, 7, (\ A.); see title Heal I’eoperty and 
(’ iiATTELS Real. Executory interests in land on failure of issue ol a 
])erson are also suhjecl to be defeated by the statutory rule made by the 
Conveyancing Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 39), s. 10; see title Real 
P nOPEUTY AND ClIATTEl.S ReAL. 

(/,) The origin of the legal term “ perpetuity ” is not known ; the use 
of the term in the eourls does not appear to ho reported until ChudleigCs 
Case (1595), 1 Co. Rep. U3 b : it occurs also in Anon. (1599), Cary, 8, per 
Ecierton, L.C. ; ('orbet s Case (1000), 1 Co. Rep. 83 h, 84 a, 88 a*; Mild- 
may's Case (1005), 0 Co. Rep. 40 a; Portington's (Mary) ('ase (1013), 10 
(’<>.* Rep. 35 h, 42 h ; Essay on the Use of the Law (1629), Bacon’s Works 
(Spedding’s cd.), Vol. VII., p. 491 ; and the argument in the Case of Im- 
peachment of Waste, ibid., p. 544. Some learned vviiters are of opinion that 
the earliest meaning of the term was an inalienable estate, particularly an 
estate tail intended to he unharrahle (.Inrman on Wills, 6th cd., p. 281 ; 25 
Law Quarterly Review, p. 385; 49 Sol. Jo. 414; Cray, Rule against 
IVrpetuities, 2nd ed., ss. 141, 159). Early detiiiitions of perpetuity, in 
lact, generally refer to an inalienable estate, as in Washborn v. jioun^ 
(1071), 1 Cns. inch. 213 (“ a perpetuity is where if all that have interest 
join and yet cannot bar or pass the estate”); coinpaio Sraiterwood v. 
Fdge (1097), 1 Salk 229. In Stanley v. Leigh (1732), 2 P. Wins. 
Jekyll, M.R., at p. 086. 688, defined it as “the limiting an estate . . . 
in such a manner as would render it inalienable longer than foi a lile or 
lives in being at the same time and some short or reasonable time a "ter ’ 
Ijord St. Leonards, inanote to Gilbert on Uses and Trusts, ]». 200, dctincs 
perpetuity as “ such a limitation of property as renders it inalienable 
l)oyond the period ahowed by law.” Prom early times, however, the test 
whether a limitation in futnro caused a perpetuity appears to have been not 
so much whether the property was alienable as whether tlie estate limited 
was destructible on alienation, ns in the case of contingent remainders and 
remainders alter an estate tail (Uoward v. Notfolk (Dvhe) (1081), 2 Swan. 
454, ner Lord Kottinoiiam, L.C., at p. 460; Termes de la Ley (1708),#fa/> 
%'oce Perpetuity) ; and see note {h) p. 295, ante. Compare Sanders on Uses 
and Trusts, p. 196, where perpetuity is described as “ a future liinilation 
restraining the owmer of the estate Irom aliening the fee simple of the pro- 
perty, discharged of such future use or estate, before the event is deicr- 
mined or the period arrived when such future use or estate is to arise. If 
that event or period be within the bounds prescribed by law, it is not a 
j»erpetuity.*' This definition was cited with approval in London and 
South Western Bail. Co. v. Gomm (1882), 20 Ch. D 662, 674. 586, C. A. 
The reported decisions passed from the consideration of unharrahle entails 
to that of indestructible executory limitations in futuro, wiiich began to 
be recognised, within restricted limits, both for lands of inheritance {Pay's 
Vase (1602), Cro Eliz. 878; Pelh v. Brown (1620), Cro. Jac. 690; Snows 
T. Cuttler (1664). I I^v. 135) and for terms of years (jltion. (1573). Dyer, 
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328 b (within a life : the judges dittering) ; Mamiing'a Case (1609), 8 Co. 
Hep. 94 b ; LampeVs Case (1612) 10 Co. Hep. 46 b) ; thus giving rise to 
the modern rule. DeHnitions under the modern rule are given in note (w), 
p. 301, post. At all events there appears to be no doubt that the meaning 
of the word “ perpetuity *’ was early extended to jill devices intended to 
perpetuate the possession of estates in a prescribed line of succession 
{Pearse v. Peeve (1661), Poll. 29, 30; llvmhersion v. Ilxmhersion {MM)^ 
1 P. Wins 332; Marlboiotttjh (Dide) v. Oodolphin {Pari) M759), 1 F.d<‘n, 
404, 416; Smith d. Dormer v. Paclhursl (1742), 3 Atk. 135, 136, II. L. ; 
Pobhison V. Uardvasile (1786), 2 Hro. C. C. 22, 30 (“ extending the estate ”) ; 
and see the eaily instances of the pojniJar use of the word collected in the 
Oxford English i)i'’tiouary) 

(/) The uord “ perpetuities in the sense in which it is used in this 
and the following paragraph, as applied to certain present interests, has 
no place in the law of ])erpctuitics or the rules of remoteness as treated 
in the present title, which are concerned with future interests, and with 
future interests only. 

(m) MxUlmay b Case (1605). 6 Co. Hep. 40 a. According to this chs's and 
Soattergood v. ( 1699), 12 Mod. Hep. 278. per Powell, J., at p. 282, 
'•states tail, from the tinm of the statute l>e Donia ConditionahbiiB 
(Sta^uteof Westniinster, 11. (1285), 13 Edw. 1, e. 1 ). until common rceov#*rie8 
were allowed, were looked upon as perpetuities (Pigott on Common 
Hecoveiies, p. 10). A common law fee upon a fee was desciibed as a 
perpetuity in Gay v. Gay or Jay v. Jay (1651), Sty. 258, 274. 

(n) Gilbert on Uses (Sugdeu’s ed.), p. 260 • Pewierers Co. v. ChrisVi 
Uoapilal (1683), 1 Veru. 161. 

(O) ChiidieigPa Case (1595), 1 Co. Hep. 113 b, per Popjiam, C..T , at 
p. 138 a; Clare v. Oh/rc (1 734), Cas. temp.Talh. 21, Lord Talboi. l^.C., 
at p. 26; WoUen v. Andrewes (1824), 2 Bing. 126, and see Manning v. 
Andrews (1576), 1 Leon. 256. 

(p) Tatton V. Moilineux (1610), Moore (K. b.), 809; Ireland v. Payne 
(1637), Poll. 25; Appriie v. Flower (1661), Poll. 27 ; and other early cases 
concerning limitations of a term on failure of issue. 

iq) See title CnARiiiES, Vol. IV., p. 174. A conveyance of an advowhon 
upon trust, as vacancies occur, to nominate fit ])ei6ons to the living, where 
the trust is not for the benefit of a parish or otherwis<‘ charitable, and is 
not for the benefit of any person individually, lias been said to be void 
under the iiile against peipetuities {Re ( hui eh Patronage Trust, Laurie v. 
A. G , [1904J 2 ( h. 643, C. A., 2 er Vaughan William.s, L.J.. at p. 648). 

(r) See titles Burial and Cremaiion, Vol. 111., p. 433; Ciiakitils, 
Vol. IV., pp. 118, 174. A trust or condition to repair a tomb is not in 
itself illegal, and it has been held that, if limited within the perpetuity 
period, in which case no remote future interest will aiiso on its determina- 
tion, it may be a valid condition {Lloyd v. Lloyd (1852), 2 Sim. (n. s.) 
255, 264; Re Dean, Cooper-Dean v. (1889), 41 Ch. D. 552, 667; 

Pirhrighi v. Salwey, [1896] VV. N. 86). The ratio decidendi of the two last 
cued cases is ** anomalous and not easy to explain” (Jarman on Wills, 
6tb ed , p. 279. note (f)). In Lloyd v. Lloyd, supra, there were two 
trusts for the repair of tombs : one of the inheritance on a trust to 


mdet sense, and certain interests arising in pmseuii have been held 
void under the name of perpetuities (f). Examples of such interests 
in prmenii are : — 

(1) Estates and interests limited in pnesenti with an unauthorised 
mode of devolution, for example, an estate of inheritance not known 
to the common law(m): 9.n unbarrable entail (/i); an estate in 
which successive heirs take life estates on]y(<>); the attempted 
entail of a chattel (p). 

(2) Interests held on perpetual non-charifcable trust, where no 
person or persons can take any benefit (</\ for example, trusts to 
keep in repair a tomb not part of the fabric of a cliurcli (/). 
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PabtL (3) Gifts to trustees for non-charitable indefinite objects («), or 
Intro- for non-charitable unincorporated institutions or societies which 
ductory. xnay last for an indefinite time (t). But no question of perpetuity can 
arise when the trust is intended to be one for the benefit of the 
individual members of such a body at the time when the gift 
becomes operative, or where the property can be transferred to a 
common fund held for such a body, and when so transferred will 
not be subject to any trusts which will prevent the existing members 
from spending it as they please (it). 

repair a tomb, which the court lield void as a perpetuity (Lloyd v. 
Lloyd (1852), 2 Sim. (K. s.) 255, 266); the other a condition that two 
annuitants should out of their life estates keep a tomb in repair, which 
was held binding on the annuitants. Kindbrslet, V.-C., ibid,, at p. 264, 
said : ''I am satisfied that a condition simply for keeping a tomb 
in repair is not a charitable one, and is not of itself illegal. It may be 
illegal to vest property in trustees in perpetuity for such a purpose. 
But the direction that toe annuitants shaft out of their life interests keep 
the tomb in repair is quite lawful and they are under an obligation, out 
of their annuities, to do so according to the direction of the will.** 
Similarly, a trust or condition for maintaining specified animals is not 
charitable, but, if it does not violate any rule against remoteness, is not 
in itself unlawful ; and see title Charities, Vol. IV., p. 118. The question 
of its enforceability may depend upon the terms of the instrument and the 
circumstances of the case. There may bo no cestui que trust directly 
interested in seeing to its enforcement ; but when a trustee accepts a trust, 
the execution of which includes a lawful direction, or where an annuitant 
accepts an annuity subject to a lawful condition, the courts have not 
abstained from recognising such obligations. In Pettingall v. Pettingall 
(1842), 11 L. J. (cn.) 176, the executor was held, upon the construction of 
the will, to be a beneficial legatee of the surplus of an annual sum, which he ‘ 
was directed to apply to the keeping of a mare. The court enforced the 
obligation by requiring full information to be given when required respect- 
ing the animal, by giving liberty to apply, and by an undertaking to main- 
tain the animal comfortably. In Mitjord v. Reynolds (1848), 16 Sim. 105, 
116, 120, there was a charitable bequest, after deducting the annual 
amount required for the keep of specified horses. The order of the 
<‘Ourt incluaed provision for the horses. In Be Dean, Cooper-Dean v. 
^Stevens (1889), 41 Ch. D. 552, a trust annuity tor the maintenance of certain 
horses and dogs was held valid. The latter case has been severely criticised 
if and in so far as it decided that the life of an animal could be a life for the 
purpose of the perpetuity period (see p. 308, post), A proper way of pro- 
viding for specified animals has been said to oe by giving an annuity to a 
custodian payable so long as any of them are living (Re Howard (1908), 
Times, 30th Octobei). 

(«) Thomson v. ShaLespear (1860), 1 De G. F. & J. 399, C. A. ; Came v. 
Long (1860), 2 De G. F. & J. 75 ; Re Jones, Parker v. Lethbridge (1898), 
79 L. T. 154; see title Charities, Vol. IV., pp. 117 et seq. 

(t) Re Dutton (1878), 4 Ex. D. 54; Re Clark's Trust (1875), 1 Ch. D. 497 ; 
Re Swain, Phillips v. Poole (1908), 99 L. T. 604 ; see, further, title 
Charities, Vol. Iv., p. 119. 

(u) Cocksy. Manners (1871), L. R. 12 Eq. 574, 586 ; Be Delany's Estate 
(1882), 9 L. R. Ir. 226, C. A. ; Re Clarke, Clarke v. Clarke, [1901] 2 Ch. 110. 
A question may arise whether the body must be and is capable of ascer- 
tainment. Ill Re Delany's Estate, supra, Deast, L.J., at p. 243, pointed 
out that the body in question in that case was easy of ascertainment. 
Interests held by or given to a fluctuating body which may last indefinitely 
may be rendered valid by being statutory (Prestney v. Colchester Corpora- 
tion and A.-O, (1882), 21 Ch. D. Ill), charitable (Goodman v. Saltash 
Corporation (1882), 7 App. Cas. 633), or derived under a Crown grant to a 
corporation with a oonmtion in favour of the body or incorporating the 
body for the purpose (see WiUingale v. Maitland (1866), L. R. 3 £q. 103, 
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639. The following estates and interests in properly may last 
for an indefinite time, but if created or existing in prmenti (v), so as 
to be vested in some person, i)ersoii8, or corporation, there is no 
objection to them on any ground of perpetuity («> : — 

(^1) Easements and projiina pv(n<h'e(b); 

(2) Kentcharges and other similar interests in land lasting 
indefinitely (c), and all remedies to enforce them (</) ; 

(8) Restrictive covenants and conditions running with land in 
equity (e ) ; 


Pabt I. 
Intro- 
ductory. 

Interests the 
perpetual 
nature of 
which is not 
objectionable. 


109) ; title CokstitutionalLaw, Vol. VI., p. 487; but in the latter case 
there must be evidence of the existence of such a coxq)oratiou {Rivers {Lord) 
V. Adams (1878), 3 Ex. D. 361 ; Chesterfield (Lord) v. Ilarris, [1908] 2 Ch. 
397, 423, C. A. ; affirmed, [191 IJ A. 0. 623). 

(v) When created to arise in futuro^ all these interests referred to in 
the text, tn/ra, except the statutory interests, appear to be subject t4» 
the rule against perpetuities ; thus, as to the creation of ensenionts 
in futnrOf see note (/)» p. 311, post ; and as to future gifts to charities, see 
p. 329, nost, 

(a) Tnese interests are also referred to p. 322, post, with regard to the 
application of the rule against perpetuities; but see note (r)» svpra, 

(b) London and South Western Rail. Co. v. Gomm (1882), 20 Ch. I). 662, 
C. A., where Jessel, M.R., at p. 583, described these interests as 
exceptions to the rules against remoteness ; but sec Cray, Rule against 
Perpetuities, s. 279 ; and see, generally, title Easements ani> Profits a 
Prendre, Vol. XI., pp. 233 et seq. 

(c) Keppell V. Bailey (1834), 2 My. & K. 617, per Lord Brougham 
L.C., at pp. 628, 629 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 699, where it is pointed 
out that, although corporeal property is clogged when subjected to these 
rights and its value may be proportionately decreased, its alienability is 
unaffected and its aptness for commercial dealings remains (but as to 
this reason, see JBe Bargreaves, Midgley v. Tatley (1890), 43 ('h. D. 401, 
C. A, ; and see note (6), p. 295, ante ; see, generally, title Rentcharges 
and Annuities. 

(d) Jemoit v. Cowley (1667), 1 Saund. 112 c; Foster v. Foster {11 Oi)), 
2 Vern. 380, where no question of perpetuity was raised. Such rights 
of entry pass on an assigiiment of the rentcharge to the assignee as part 
of his security {Uavergill v. Bare (1618), Oo. Jac. 610). The (-’on- 
veyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 41), s. 44, 
confers rights of entry for distress and receipt of rents and profits on the 
owner of the rentcharge, so fur as those remedies might have been 
conferred by the instrument under which it arises, but not further. The 
Conveyancing Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Ce*:). 6, c. 37), s. 6, to remove doubts, 
declares that the rule of law relating to perpel uities does not apply to these 
remedies and’ like powers and remedies conferred by any instrument for 
recovering or compelling payment of any annual sum within the 
Conveyancing and Law of Properly Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 41), s. 44. 
The right of entry, in case of a rentcharge, need not be confined to the 
lands out of which the rent issues (Cilbert, Rents, p. 41), and as between 
landlord and tenant the right of distress for rent may be extended t^o 
lands other than those demised; see title Distress, Vol. XL. p. 166. 
With regard to the lands demised, the entry under the usual comliiion is 
valid by stat. (1640) 32 Hen. 8, c. 34 ; see title Landlord and Tenant, 
Vol. XVIII., p. 586. 

(«) Mackenzie v. Childers (1889), 43 Ch. D. 265, 279 ; and see Coles v. 
Rime (1854), 5 De G. M. & G. 1, C. A., per Knigiit-Bruce, L.J., at p. 7. As 
to the conditions under which such covenants may be binding, see McLean 
Y. McKay (1873), L. R. 5 P. C. 327; Rogers v. Uosegood,[\mi)]2 Ch. 388, 
C. A., and, as to restrictions under building schemes, see EUiston v. Reacher^ 
[1908] 2 Ch. 374, 665, C. A. ; Reid v. Bideerstaff, [1909] 2 Ch. 305, C. A. 
Aa between landlord and tenant the question is whether the covenant 
touches or concerns the land ; see EickeUs v. Enfield Churchwardens, [1909] 
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Pabt I. (4) Covenants and conditions running with land at law ( / ); 
Intro- (5) Customary rights ( 51 ); 

dnctory. ( 6 ) Charities (h ) ; 

(7) Interests held by corporations (i), a check on which is pro- 
vided by the law of mortmain ; 

( 8 ) Interests derived under or by virtue of any statute (h) ; 


Part II. — The Rule against Perpetuities. 

Si.rr. 1 . — Veiioil all need for Siispemion of Vesting, 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Statement of the Ptnle . 

Short G40. The rule against perpetuities (/) may be shortly enunciated 

Btatenient. as follows : — An executory devise or other future limitation to he 


1 (1i. 544, 554, 555; title Landlobd and Tenant, Vol. XVIH., p 587, 
note (o). In Roqers v. Iloseqood, [1900J 2 Ch. 388, 405, 406. C. A (adopt<Ml 
in Muller v. Trafford, flOOl] 1 (1i. 54, 61, by Fakwell, J.), Collins, L .1 , 
said the first point to be determined is whether the covenant or contiaeL 
in its inception binds the land. In Sharpe v. Darrant (1911), 55 Sol. .lo. 
423, however, an implied covenant not to interfere with a trarnuay 
ciossing to be constructed in fuluro was enforced against an assignee 

01 the tramway. As to covenants running with the land at equity, see 
Tulle V. Morhuy (1848), 2 Ph. 774; Formhy v. BmUer, [1903] 2 Oh. 539, 
0. A ; see also title Equity, Vol. XIII., pp. 100 et scq. 

if) As to covenants running with the land at law, see Muller v. Trafford, 
suprOf at p]). 60, 61. As to covenants running with the land, se«*, 
generally, titles L\ndlord and Tenant, Vol. XVIII., pp 584 et f>eq ; 

JtEAL PnOPETlTY AND Oil VTIELS KeaL. 

(q) See title Custom and Usages, Vol. X., pp. 238 et seq. ; Gray, Pule 
against Perpetuities, ss. 572 — 588. 

(/i) Ooodman v. Saltash Corporation (1882), 7 App. Gas 633, 642, 650, 
665; Re ChrUtehurch fnclosure Act, (1888) 38 Cli. 1). 520, 530, 531, 532, 
0. A. ; Lewis, Law ol Perpetuity, p. 689 ; and see title CiiAnixiES, Vol. l\ , 
pp. 174 c/ seq. 

(i) See title Corporations, Vol. VIII , pp. 367 et seq ; Lewis, Law of 
Perpetuity, ])p. 299, 687. 

(A) Prestney v. Colchester Corporation and A.-O. (1882), 21 Ch. D. Ill ; 
Re Christchurch Jnclnsure Act, supra, at p. 530; and see Sei^enoaks, 
Maidstone and Tunbridge Rail. Co. v. London, Chatham and Dover Rad, 
Co (1879), 11 Ch I). 625, per Jessel, M.R., at p. 635; and, as to 
remoteness in a statutory agreement, see Manchester Ship Canal Co. v. 
Manchester Racecourse Co., [19001 2 Ch. 352, 359, 360; affirmed, [1901] 

2 Ch. 37, 50, C. A. ; compare Tafi Vale Radway v. Amalqamated Society 
of Railway Servants, [1901] A. (\ 426, 429. Accordingly, estates tail may 
be rendered unbairable by statute, caubing a statutory perpetuity (stat. 
(1542-3) 34 & 35 lien. 8, c. 20; Finos and Recoveries Act, 1833 (3 & 4 
Will. 4, c. 74), B. IS ; compare Re Bolton Estates, Russell v. Meyrich, [1903] 
2 Ch. 461, C. A.). Powers of destroying such interests for the purpose 
of alienation in some cases are given by the Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 
& 46 Viet. c. 38), s. 58 (1) (i.) ; and see title Real Property and 
Chattels Real. 

(1) The rule arose from the limits fixed for executory devises and 
bequests, os to the beginning of which see title Real Property and 
Chattels Real : the basis on which it proceeds, namely, that the validity 
of an interest depends on the distance in futurity of its vesting, was first 
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valid must vest, if at all, within a life or lives in bein^ and twenty* 
one years and a possible period for gestation after ; it is not suffi- 
cient that it may vest wdthin that period : it must be good in its 
creation, and, unless it is created in such terms that it cannot vest 
after the expiration of a life or lives in being and twenty-one 
years and the period allowed for gestation, it is not valid, and 
hiihseqnent events cannot make it valid (m). 


definitely laid down in Norfolk' s (Dule) Case (168^), 3 Taa. in (1i. I, II. L. 
1'he necessity of some such rule was made manifest wlien it w'lis decided 
that executory devises were sometimes allowable and were indestructible 
(see I'ells v. Brown (1620), Cro. Jac. 600; Seatiergood v. (1690), 12 
Mod. Rep. 278 ; Lewda, Law of Perpetuity, c. x.). Jt is generally con- 
sidered that it was an invention of the chancellors as to trusts and equit- 
able interests (as in Norfolk's (Duke) Case, supra ; Clnlfont v. Okes (1674), 
1 ('as. in Ch. 239; Lloyd v. Carew (1697), Prec. Ch. 72, H. L ) adopter! nt 
common law as to legal rights under uses and executory devises ; see J'e 
Jt alley, Bucklon v. //cry (1879), 11 Ch. D. 64.'>. per .lESsr.L, M.H., nt j). 640 ; 
A.'O. V. Cummin<t (1895), flOOCl 1 I. II. 406, per Pallks, (Ml., nt p 408. 
Tor the history of tlie rule, see 2 Hargrave, .luridicnl Arguments (argument, 
in Thellusson v. IVoodford) ; liOwis, LaNV of Perpetuity, c. xi ; (Iray, 
Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., c. v. 

(lit) Dungannon (Lord) v. Smith (1846), 12 Cl. ^ Fin. 546, 11. L, per 
('UE.sWELL, J., at p. 563, adopted by Lord Davky in Hancock v. Ifn/iion, 
[1902] A. C. 14, 17; compare lie Thompson, Thompson v. Thompson, 
(1906) 2 (li. 199, per JoYCK, J., at p. 202 ; 2 Preston, Abstiacts of Title, 
p. 159. For the purpose of this short Ktatcmcnt the poiiod of gestation is 
made a part of the definition; it is better for some purposes to omit it, 
ami to add to the rule “ tor the purposes of this rule a child en venire sa 
m^re is considered as a life in being,** as in .larman on Wills, 5th ed., 
p 216, and Challis, Real Property, 2nd ed., pp. 170, 171, approved in 
Be 11 timer's T rusts, Moore v. Wingfield, [1903] 2 Oh. 411, 422, 423, C. A. ; 
and see Villar v. Oilbey, [1907] A. C. 139, 149. The rule is thus shortly 
stated by Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed , s. 201 ; “ No interest 
is good unless it must vest if at all not later than twenty-one years after 
some life in being at the creation of the interest.** Lewis’s definition of tlui 
woid “ perpetuity ** (Law of Perpetuity, p. 164) is, “ a future limitation, 
whether executory or by way of remainder, and ol either real or personal 
pioperty, which is not to vest until the expiration of, or will not nec(*sHaiily 
\est within, the period fixed and presciibed by law for the erealion of 
futuie estates and interests, and which is not destructible by the persons 
for the time being entitled to the property subject to the future limitation, 
except with the concurrence oi the individual interested under (hut 
limitation.** This definition has been accepted in several cases ; see London 
and South Western Bail, Co. v. Gomm (1882), 20 (di. 1). 562, 581, C. A. ; 
Dunn V. Flood (1883), 25 Ch. D, 629, per North, J,, at p. 633 ; Jieduiffton v. 
iiVoicwf (1893), 32L. R. Ir. 347,p<?rBEWLET, J..atp. 356; lie Ashjorth, Sihleg 
V Ashforth,[\d06] 1 Ch. 635, 641 (where Farwell, J., explains th(3 sense iii 
which the woid “ destructible ’* is used in this definition); Be Tgrrell's Estate, 
( 1907] 1 1. R. 292, 296, C. A. Challis, Real Property, 2nd ed.', pp. 170, 171. 
also separates the statement of the rule horn that of tiio period prescribeil 
by it, and confines it to “ all future interests and claims in, to, or upon any 
sT>eoified property, , . . which do not arise under or take effect by virtue of 
tlic rules of the common law and are not subsequent to an estate tail [and] 
with a few exceptions requiring specific mention.’* In order to avoid the 
complexity of the expression " vest ” which occurs in the definition, the 
rule has been expressed in the form : “No intere^st subject to a condition 
precedent is good unless the condition must be fulfilled, if at all, within 
etc.’*; see 49 Sol. Jo. 360, following Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 
Ist ed., 8. 201 ; but this definition needs a peculiar meaning to be given 
to ’’condition ” (see ibid., 2nd ed.), and taKes no notice of the effect of 
the rule on conditions subsequent. As to vesting, iec, further, p. 303,pO4(, 


Sect. 1. 
Period 
allowed for 
Suspension 
of Vesting, 
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Period 
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of Testing. 

Limit on 
Buspension 
of vesting. 

The 

perpetuity 

period. 


Ohild tntentre 


641 . The rule fitatod more fully is as follows : — 

First, subject to tlie exceptions hereafter mentioned (?i), every 
future estate or interest in any kind of property, the rights in which 
are governed by the law of England (o), must be such that, at 
the time when the instrument creating it comes into operation (p), 
it can be predicated that, if the estate or interest vests at all, it must 
necessarily vest not later than at the end of a certain period (^). 

Secondly, this period is the life of a person or the survivor of 
any number of persons (r) in being at the time of creation of such 
future estate or interest, and ascertained for that purpose by the 
instrument creating the same, and twenty-one years to be computed 
from the dropping of such life {s ) ; but if no such person or persons 
are ascertained by the instrument, the period is twenty-one years 
computed from the time of creation of the future estate or 
interest (t). 

In the following paragraphs this period is called “ the perpetuity 
period ”(a). 

Thirdly, a child who is en ventre sa mere at the time of creation 
of an estate or interest, and is afterwaids born alive, is deemed to 
1)0 a person in being for the purposes both of the vesting of the 
estate or interest in him ( 6 ), and of being a life chosen to form the 


(n) See p. 322, post. 

(o) Aa to the property and interests bound by the rule, see, further, 
pp. 311, 312, fosi; see also p. 372, post. 

(p) In the ease of dispositions by will, see p. 332, post ; and with regard 
to the execution of powers, and, generally, as to the circumstances taken 
into account, see p. 333, post. 

(q) NorfoWs (Duke) Case (1686), 3 Cas. in Ch. 1, 11. L. (“The Case of 
Perpetuities ** in Chancery) ; Lloyd v. Carew (1698), Show. Pari. Cas. 137, 
and other cases have merely extended the period : the vesting of an 
executory limitation was thus allowed to be suspended first for a life 
(Pells V. Brown (1620), Cro. Jac. 690; Norfolk* s (Duke) Case, supra); 
two lives (Ooringf v. Bickerstaff (1662), 1 Cas. in Ch. 4) ; or any number 
of concurrent lives (Low v. Burron (1734), 3 P. Wms. 262) ; a life and one 
year (Lloyd v. Carew. supra) ; or a reasonable time after the life (Marks v. 
Marks (1718), 10 Mod. Rep. 419 ; Ooodtitle d. Oumall v. Wood (1740), 7 
Term Rep. 103, n.) ; or up to twenty-one years (Stephens v. Stephens 
(1736), Cas. temp. Talb. 228). 

tr) As to the qualifications necessary for the persons chosen, see p. 308, 


(s) Compare the definition of the Real Property Commissioners’ 3rd 
Report, pp. 39, 69, which has been adopted, with the reservation of the 
penod there given as alternative to the twenty-one years period, of “ the 
minority of some person en ventre sa m^re at the dropping of such life, and 
ascertained for that purpose by such instrument,’* wluch perhaps still 
awaits judicial decision ; see note ({), p. 310, post. 

(t) Crooks v. De Vandes (1803), 9 Ves. 197 ; Palmer v. Holford (1828), 
4 Russ. 403 ; Speakman v. Speakman (1850), 8 Hare, 180; Lewis, 
Law of Perpetuity, p. 1 72. 

(а) It is convenient to use this term, as refei'ence is continually made 
to “ the period allowed by law for the vesting of executory interests.** The 
Real Property Commissioners’ 3rd Report, at pp. 37, 39, used the term 
“ the period of perpetuity.** 

(б) ThsUusson v. Woodford (1806), 11 Ves. 112, H.L., the second answer 
of the judges; Blackburn v. Staples (1814), 2 Ves. & B. 367 ; Knapping 
V. Tomlinson (1864), 10 Jur, (N. s.) 626; VillarY.OUhey, [1^7] A. CC 139, 
149. Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 147, regards Stephens v. Stephens 
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perpetuity period (o). The perpetuity period may, therefore, be 
apparently extended by a period or periods for gestation, but only 
in those cases where gestation actually exists (d). This branch of 
the rule is applied whether it is for the advantage of the unborn 
child or not (e). 

Fourthly, every condition subsequent which but for this rule 
would render void a validly created estate or interest is to that 
extent inoperative (/). 

Fifthly (^), any estate or interest which does not necessarily 
satisfy the above rule is void from its creation (A), and events, subse- 
quent to the date of the instrument which, or subsequent to the 
death of the testator whose will, created the estate or interest, 
Mhich in fact make the vesting take place within the perpetuity 
period, ha\e no effect so as to make the estate or interest valid (t). 

Sixthly, the time of the death of the testator is deemed the time 
of creation of an estate or interest created by will ; and the time of 
the execution of the instrument creating the power is deemed the 
time of creation of an estate or interest created by the execution of 
a power not tantamount to absolute ownership 0). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Del enni nation of the Time of Veafing, 

642. The rule is directed to ensure that the vesting of estates 
and interests takes place at a time not too remote. A limitation of 

(1730), Cas. temp, Talb. 228, as the foundalion of the rule (as in that case 
au executory devise to such a son of a living person as should attain 
twenty-one was held valid) combined with stat. (1698) 10 Will. 8, c. 22, 
sometime.8 cited as c. 16, which provided that posthumous children should 
be able to take under limitations as if born in the lifetime of their parent. 

(c) Thellusson v. Woodford (1806), 11 Ves. 112, H. L., the lirst answer 
of the judges ; Long v. Blachall (1797), 7 Term Rep. 100; Re Wilmer'e 
Trusts, Moore v. 11 ingfield, [1903] 1 Ch. 874, per Bucrlky, J., at p. 879 ; 
affirmed, [1903] 2 Ch. 411, C. A., per Stikung, L.J., at p. 422. 

(d) Cadell v. Palmer (1833), 1 Cl. & Fin. 372, 11. L., the second and 
thiid answers of the judges. 

(e) Re Wilmer's Trusts, Moore v. Wingfield, [1903] 1 Ch. 874, per 
Bucklet, J., at p. 888 ; affirmed, [1903] 2 Ch. 411, C. A., per Romek, 
L.J., at p. 421. 

(/) As to invalid gifts over, see p. 350, post; as to invalid directions for 
settlement of valid gifts, see p. 353, post ; as to the restraint on anticipation 
of married women's interests, see p. 352, post; and as to directions not 
afiecting vesting, see p. 338, post 

(g) This is properly a corollary from the first rule, but for completeness it 
is convenient to state it as a co-ordinate separate rule; atMi hutigunnoti 
{Lord) V. Smith (1846), 12 Cl. & Fin. 646, per Tindal, C.J., at p. 612, 
II. L. ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 170. 

(h) It is not, therefore, void only for the excess, even where the exc/Oss 
could be cJeaily ascertained {Ilaneock v. Watson, [1902J A. C. 14, 22, 
approving Iteake v, Robinson (1817), 2 Mer. 362, 389); Real Property 
Commissioners* 3rd Report, p. 35. 

(i) Jee V. Audley (1787), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 324, where Kenton, M.R., 
said, at p. 326, “ the single question is not whetlier the limitation is good 
in the events which have happened, but whether it was good in its 
creation**; aiid see Southanypton {Lord) v. Bertford {Marquis) (1813), 2 
Ves. & B. 54 ; Dungannon {Lord)y, Smith, supra; Harding v. Noit (1867), 
7 £. & B. 650 ; and, as to the circumstances taken into account, see, 
further, p. 333, post 

(;) Real Property Commissioners’ 3rd Report, pp. 40, 69 ; and as to the 
date from wfajen the period is reckoned, see^ farther, p. 332, post 
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an estate or interest, and the estate or interest so limited, not 
vested within the perpetuity period are said to be “ too remote,** or 
to be “ void for remoteness ** : if they are immediately vested, or 
must necessarily vest within the perpetuity period, they are not 
open to the objection of remoteness (k). 

643 . An estate or interest is or becomes vested (Z) when, first, 
tlie person or persons, corporation, or body to whom or to which it 
is limited (in this title denoted by the term ‘‘ the alienee ’*) is or are 
ascertained and in existence and capable of being an alienee (m) ; 
secondly, the quantum of the estate and interest is ascertained ; 
and thirdly, all other events have happened to enable the estate or 
interest to come into possession at once, subject to the determination 
at any time of the prior estates and interests. 

644 . Where the interest of the alienee, therefore, may by j^ossi- 
bility not be ascertainable until after the perpetuity period, the 
limitation is void (a). 

The quantum of interest may be validly ascertained by reference 
to any property existing at the date of the creation of the limitation 
or to the value of such property (o). 

645 . Where the property is to be increased by accumulation, it 
is sufficient if within the perpetuity period there is a person in 
existence entitled to take the property, whatever its value or 
amount (p), that is to say, if the limitation is vested and in 
possession in other respects. 

But where the direction for accumulation forms a condition pre- 
cedent to the interest of the alienee, and that accumulation may 


{1c) Oddie v. Brown (1869), 4 De G. & J. 179, C. A., 'per Turner, L.J , at 
p. 190 ; Eedingion v. Browne (1893), 32 L. R. Ir, 347, per Bewley, J., at 
p. 366. 

(l) As to vested and contingent estates generally, see title Real Pro- 
PERrr AND Chattels Real. Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, s. 118, 
observes that the rule does not concern itself with the secondaiy mean- 
ing of “transmissible” sometimes given to the word “vested.” 

(m) Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 168. The alienee himself may he 
under disabilities, which are ignored in questions of perpetuity (Be Stam- 
ford and Warrington (Earl), Bayne v. Ore?/, [1912] 1 Ch. 343. C. A., per 
Cozens-Hardy, M.R., at p. 355); Ferrand v. IKiL'oa (1845), 4 Hare, 344, 
per WiGRAM, V.-C., at p. 374. 

(n) Curtis v. Lukin (1842), 5 Beav. 147, 164, 156 ; Redington v. Browne 
(1893), 32 L. R. Ir. 347, 356, 367 ; Savill Brothers, Ltd. v. Beihell, [1902] 
2 Ch. 623, C. A. ; Be Thompson, Thompson v. Thompson, [1906] 2 Ch. 
199, per Joyce, J., at p. 202; and see the cases cited as to classes at 
p. 343, post. 

(o) Wood V. Drew (1864), 33 Beav. 610 (where there was a direction to 
convey freeholds, on the expiration of each of certain leases, to he of equal 
annual value to the leasehold premises, the term in which had expired ; 
hut see Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, s. 205, n. ; compare Be Wood, 
Tullett v. Colville, [1894] 2 Ch. 310, 316; affirmed, [1894] 3 Ch. 381, 
384, C. A. ; Be Coulson's Trusts, Prichard v. Coulson (1907), 97 L. T. 754 
(reservation of percentage of excess of proceeds under a future sale over 
m fixed amount) ; and see Be llurlhatt, Uurlbatt v. Hurlbatt, [1910] 2 Ch. 
653, 559. 

ip) Oddie v. Brown, supra; compare Be Swain, Monckion v. Bands, 
[1905J 1 Ch. 609, C. A. 
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extend beyond the legal limits, and cannot be stopped and the fund 
disposed of by the alienee, the direation is void (q), 

646. Assuming the limitation is valid as regards the quantum 
of interest limited, it may be invalid on either of two grounds (/•): 
(1) that the descrii3tion of the alienee is such that he may not 
necessarily be in existence and ascertainable within the perpetuity 
period («); or (2) that, apart from the description of the alienee (who 
may be a living person in this case) (t\ the events which must 
happen in order to render the estate or interest ready to come into 
possession at once, subject to the determination of prior estates and 
interests, are such that they may not necessarily happen within the 
perpetuity period (//). The question of uncertainty must be kept 
distinct from the question of remoteness ; for the purpose of testing 
the question of remoteness, the uncertainty of the alienee existing at 


Sect. 1. 
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Suspension 
of Vesting. 
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(q) As to accumulation, see p. 370, post ; Curtis v. Lulciti (1842), 5 Beav. 
147 ; Smith v. Cuninghame (1884), 13 Ji. U. Ir. 480 ; compare Trustees, 
Executors, and Agency Co. v. Bush (1908), 28 New Zealand Law Ueporta, 
117 ; Girard Trust Co. v. Russell (1010), 179 Federal Reporter, 440. 

(rj See Real Property Commissioners* 3rd Report, p. 40, makinfj a supj- 
gestion for legislation validating a limitation in one of these respects. 

(a) Proctor V. Bath and Welh (Bishop) (1794), 2 Ily. Bl. 358 (the first sou 
of A., a living person who had no son, that should be bred a clergyman) ; 
Tregonwell v. Sydenham (1815), 3 Dow, 194, H. L. (the tenant in an 
unbarred entail at a remote event) ; Tollemache (Lady) v. Coventry (Bad 
and Countess) (1834), 2 01. & Fin. Oil, II. L. (the person from time to 
time Lord V.); compare Bacon v. Proctor (1822), Turn. & R. 31, and 
Mackworth v. II Inrman ( 1 836), 2 Keen, 058 ; and see Ker v. Dungannon ( Lord) 
(1841), 1 Dr. & War. 509 ; Sugden, Law of Property, p. 330) ; Dungannon 
(Loid) v. Smith (1846), 12 Cl . & Fin. 546, 11. L. (the heir male of A. 
attaining twenty-one) ; Ihbetson v. Ihbetson (1840), 5 My. & Or. 26 (tenant 
in tail attaining twenty-one); Wainman v. Field (1854), Kay, 507 
(tenant in tail becoming seised in fee simple) ; Be Gage, lliU v. Gage, [1898J 
1 Oh. 498 (to unborn person on marriage) ; Real Property Oominissioners’ 
3rd Report, p. 40; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 464. The description 
of the alienee (not being a living person) may require him to survive 
a particular event or to be ascertained at the death of a particular person 
or class of persons; and the limitation is accordingly invalid if the 
event will not necessarily happen within the perpetuity period (Jee v. 
Audley (1787), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 324 (to the daughters of A., and B. his wife, 
living at the failure of O.’s issue) ; Gooding v. liead (1853), 4 De G. M. & G. 
510, C. A. (when youngest child of A. attains twenty-five) ; Re Bowles, Page 
V. Page, [1905] 1 Oh. 371 (determination of trusts) ) ; or if the peisoii at 
whose death the alienee is to bo ascertained is unborn, or possibly unborn 
(Courtier v. Oram (1855), 21 Beav. 91 (to the testator’s grandcliildrcii 
living at the death of each of his present and future grandchildren) ; 
Gooch V. Gooch (1853), 3 De G. M. & G. 366 (grandchildren) ; llodson v. 
Ball (1845), 14 Sim. 558 ; Lett v. Randall, Bell v. Dormer (1855), 3 Sm. & (». 
83 ; Buchanan v. Harrison (1861), 1 John. At If. 662 ; Re Taylor's Trusts, 
Taylor v. Blake, [1912] 1 I. R. 1 (husbands of children) ; Re Bowles, Page v. 
Page, supra). Thus the survivor of a class comj)risiug unborn persons 
cannot be a direct alienee ; see p. 337, post. On the other hand, the liiiiita- 
lion is valid where all the persons, at the death of the 8ur\ivor of whom 
the alienee is ascertained, are alive or en venire sa m^re (Long v. Blackall 
(1797), 7 Term Rep. 100; Thellussonv. Woodford (1805), 11 Ves. 112, II. L./ 
Re Roberts, Repington v. Roberls-Gawen (1881), 19 Oh. D. 520, 0. A.). 

(f) Proctor V. Bath and Wells (Bishop), supra ; Re Brown and Sihly's 
Contract (1876), 3 Oh. D. 156; Re II ai greaves, Midgley v. Talley (1890), 
43 Oh, D. 401, 0. A,, overruling Avem v. Lloyd (1868), L. R. 5 Eq. 383. 

(u) Proctor v. Bath and Wells (Bishop), supra (if A. should have no son 
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all (a), or the uncertainty of the other events on which the limitation 
is contingent happening at all, is immaterial. If existing at all, 
the alienee must of necessity be ascertained, and, if happening at 
all, the events must be such as will, of necessity, happen within the 
perpetuity period (b). 

647 . The validity of every limitation, therefore, depends on the 
time of vesting, which is a matter to be decided on the construction 
of the words used (c). 

It the words of the instrument are plain, they are taken and theii 
meaning arrived at (d) exactly in the same manner as if there had 
been no law of remoteness, and as if the whole intention expressed 
by the words could lawfully take effect (e), without regard to the 
consequences ( /*). * 

bred a clergyman) ; Cambridge v. Boua (1802), 8 Ves. 12, 24 (if A. leave 
no children attaining twenty -seven) ; Chamherlayne v. Brockett (1872), 8 
Ch. App. 206, per Lord Selborne, L.C., at p 212 (when land ^ven for 
almshouse) ; London and South Western BaiL Co, v. Gomm (1882), 20 Ch. D. 
662, C. A. (whenever land required for the purpose of an undertaking) ; 
Tyrrell v. Naylor (1892), 11 New Zealand Law R^orts, 118 (on property 
being used for sale of liquors) ; Be Bowen, Lloyd Phillips v. Davis, [1893j 
2 Ch. 491 (establishment of a Government system) ; Be Stratheden and 
Campbell (Lord), Alt v. Stratheden and Campbell (Lord), [1894] 3 Ch. 265 
(on the appointment of next officer to a corps) ; Be Wood, Tullett v. 
Colville, [1894] 3 Ch. 381, C. A. (when gravel pits worked out) ; Kingham 
V. Kingham, [1897] 1 1. R. 170 (if property sold and money handed over), 
Thomas v. Thomas (1902), 87 L. T. 68, 0. A., and Edwards v. Edwards, 
[1909] A. C. 276 (if minerals worked) ; Be Bewick, Byle v. Byle, [1911] 1 
Ch. 116 (when estate clear of charges). See, further, the cases cited in 
note (/), p. 343, post, in which there were gifts over in default of any of 
classes of unborn issue attaining an ago greater than twenty-one. 

(a) Thellusson v. Woodford (1799), 4 Ves. 227, 309 ; Lewis, Law of 
Perpetuity, p. 173. For the purpose of testing whether a limitation 
violates tue lule, it may be assumed that the alienee is certain or capable 
of being ascertained (Smithwick v. Ilayden (1887), 19 L. R. Ir. 490, C. A., 
per Fitz-Gibbon, L.J., at p. 496. 

(h) Cadelly, Palmer (1833), 1 Cl. & Fin. 372, H. L. (the person who 
would have been entitled, at the expiration of a term of years expiring 
twenty years after the death of the survivor of twenty-ei^ht persons living 
at the death of the testator, had the estates been settled m a certain strict 
facttlement). 

(c) The question of the validity of a limitation may therefore be 
brought before the court on onginating summons (R. S. C., Old. 64 a, 
r. 1 ; Ord. 66, i. d ; Be Hargreaves, Midgley v. Tatley (1890), 43 Ch. D. 
401, C. A.). 

(d) As to the construction of deeds and wills, see titles Deeds and 
O'lHER Insiruments, Vol. X., pp. 433 et seq. ; Wills. 

(e) Dungannon (Lord) v. Smilh (1846), 12 Cl. & Fin. 646, 688, 699, 
ILL ; CatiUny. Brown (1863), 11 Hare, 372, 376 (second rule) ; Stuart v. 
Cockeull (1870), 6 Ch. App. 713; Pearks v. Moseley (1880), 6 App. Cas. 
714, per Lord Selborne, L.C., at p. 719; Hutchinson v. Tottenham, 
[1898] 1 I. R. 403, 418; Be W rightson, Baitie-Wrighison y , Thomas, [1904] 
2 Ch. 96, 106, C. A. ; Edwards y, Edwards, [1909] A. C. 276, 277 ; Be Hume 
Public Trustee v. Mabey, [1912] 1 Ch. 693. 

(/) Pearks v. Moseley, supra; Speakman v. Speakman (1860), 8 Hare, 
180, 186 ; Be Mervin, Mervin v. Crossman, [1891] 3 Ch. 197 ; Whitby v. 
Von Luedecke, [1906] 1 Ch. 783, 788 ; Be Stamford and Warrington (Earl), 
Payne v. Grey, [1912] 1 Ch. 343, 365, C. A. ; and see Boughton v. Bouqhton 
Boughton v. James (1848), 1 H. L. Cas. 406. Even where a limited and 
restricted construction of the instrument would have the effect of 
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Words cannot be struck out because they offend against the 
rule (g) ; but the meaning of words, apparently creating a remote 
limitation, may be controlled by other parts of the instru- 
ment, so that taking the instrument as a whole the limitation is 
valid (/i). 

In dealing, however, with words that are obscure and ambiguous, 
weight may be given to the consideration that it is better to 
efifectuate than to destroy the intention (i), which it is to be assumed 
was not meant to transgress the law (k). 

Thus, there may be a particular clause which on one construction 
appears to offend against the rule against perpetuities ; but, if it is 
fairly capable of another construction which avoids that objection, 


Sect. l. 
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controlled. 
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bupporting provisions otherwise wholly bad, and even where there is an 
executory trust, the court will not depart from the meaning of the words 
in which the court is satisfied they nave been used {BoughUm v. 

(1844), 1 Coll. 26, per Knigut-Bruce, V -C., at p. 43). 

(g) Eeasman v. Pearse (1871), 7 Oh. App. 276, 283. Similarly, a gilt 
cannot be split into gifts on several contingencies, unless so expressed ; 
bee p. 349, post, 

(h) Thus, a limitation over in itself void may be controlled by the prior 
provisions of the instrument (Trickey v. Triekey (1832), 3 My. & K. 660 ; 
Kllicombe v. Qompertz (1837), 3 My. & Cr. 127). A limitation apparently ou 
general failure of issue may bo thus confined to a failure of issue previously 
mentiomd (Blackbom v. Edgley (1720), I P. Wms. 600, 606; Morse v. 
Ormonde (Lord) (1826), 1 Russ. 382 ; Malcolm v. 2'aylor (IS31), 2 Russ. & M. 
416, 421 ; Eno v. Eno (1847), 6 Hare, 171 ; Lewis v. Templet (1864), 
33 Beav. 626; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 373). As to void limitations 
on failure of issue, see note (k), infra, 

(i) Pearks v. Moseley (1880), 6 App. Cas. 713, per Lord Selbornb, L.C., 
at p. 7 19, applied in Be Bevan's Trusts ( 1887), 34 Ch. D. 7 16, 7 18 ; J?e Turney, 
Turney v. Turney , [IS99] 2 Ch. 739, C. A. ; Be llobson^s Will etc , Hobson 
v. Sharp, [1907] Victorian Law Reports, 724. In such a case words which 
might show that a gift is void may be rejected (Smidmore v. Smidmore 
(1905), 3 Commonwealth Law Reports, 344). 

(k) Leach v. Leach (1843), 2 Y, & C. Ch. Cas. 496, per Knight-Bruce, 
V.-C., at p. 499. E.g„ an executory limitation on failure of issue or heirs of 
a person, which, according to the context or the construction adopted by 
the court, (1) may refer to a failure at any indefinitely distant future time, 
in which case, unless an estate tail to cover all the issue precedes the limita- 
tion or is implied, the limitation will be void under the rule (Davies v. 
Speed (1692), 2 Salk. 675; affirmed Show. ParL Cas. 104; Oreen v. Bod 
(1729), Fitz Gr. 68 ; Lanesboromh (Lady) v. Fox (1733), Cas. temp. Talb. 
262; Olare v. Clare (1734), Cas. temp, Talb. 21; Beauclerk v. Dormer 
(1724), 2 Atk. 308 ; Bodens v. Watson (1764), Amb. 478 ; Qrey v. Montagu 
( 1770), 3 Bro. ParL Cas. 314 ; A,-Q. v. Bird (1782), I Bro. C. C. 170 ; Bigge 
V. Bensley (1783), 1 Bro. C. C. 187 ; Glover v. Strothoff (1786), 2 Bro. C. C. 
33; Barlow v. Salter (1810), 17 Ves, 479 ; Griffiths v. Grieve (1819), 1 Jac. & 
W 31; Bankes v. Holme (1821-1826), 1 Russ. 394, n., H. L ; Bristow v. 
Doothby (1826), 2 Sim. & St. 465 ; Gandy v. CampheU (1834), 2 CL & Fin. 
421. H. L. ; Malcolm v. Taylor (1832), 2 Russ. & M. 416 (as to plate) ; 
WeUs V. Malms (1838), 3 Jur. 36; A.-G. v. Bright (1836), 2 Keen, 67; 
J)oe d. Todd y, Duesbury (1841), 8 M. & W. 614 ; Falkiner v. Homidge 
(1868), 8 I. Ch. R. 184, C. A. ; Be JohnsoWs Trusts (1866), L. R. 2 Eq. 716 ; 
Dawson y. Small (1874), 9 Ch. App. 661); or (2) may be restricted to a 
failure before some event connected with the limitations of the instrument, 
in which case, if that event is within the proper period, the limitation 
will be valid (Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, o. xv.; Forth y. Chapman (1720), 

1 P. Wms. 663, and the notes thereto (Tudor, L. C. Real Prop., 4th ed.^ 
374) ; see title Wills). 
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the latter construction is preferred, especially if it is found to be in 
at CO dance with the general intention of the will(0. 

In construing an ambiguous clause which, read in a particular 
way, offends against the rule, regard may be had to an 
expressed intention that the limitations shall not be contrary to 
the rule(77i). 

The circumstance tliat to liold the limitation void would attri- 
Imto to the testator an intention of intestacy, is an element 
vhicli lias be^ni taken into consideration (a). 

Sni Sect. 3 . — The Chaite of ]*eii>d Arailahle, 

646 . The choice of persons whose lives are chosen for the 
jiurposes of the perpetuity period may be quite arbitrary (e). 

It is immaterial that such persons neither take any interest in the 
property (p) nor are connected with the persons liaving an interest 
therein in any way {q). There is no limit to their number (?•). 

The qualifications necessary are that they must all be persons (.s) 


(/) MartelU v. Holloway (1872), L. K. 5 II. L. 532, 548 ; Be Moriimer, 
dray v. Oray, [1005] 2 ('h. 502 500, C. A. ; Be Stamford and Warrinqton 
{Kad), Vayike v. Grey, [1912J I (’h. 343, 305; Be JIume, Public Trustee v. 
Mahey, [1012] 1 Ch. 003. per Parker, J , at p. 098. 

(m) Martelhv, Holloway (1872), L. 11. 5 H. L. 632, per Lord Ciielmsford, 
at p. 548. As to the effect given to the words as lar as the rules of law 
will admit,” with regard to executory and other gilts, see p. 317, post 
If a gift is not executory, but direct and unambiguous, and is such as to 
offend against the lule against perpetuities, these words do not render the 
gilt valiu (Christ u> v. Gosling (1800), L. R. 1 H. L. 270, 290 ; Be Exmouth 
(Viscount), Fxmouih (Viscount) v. Praed (1883), 23 Ch. D. 158; and see 
Be Moore, Prior v. Moore, [1901] 1 Ch. 930). In Be Finch and Chew's 
Contract, [1903] 2 ( h. 480, an appointment on the trusts of an antecedenjt 
instrument or such of them as were “ capable ol taking effect ” took effect 
with tlio trusts excluded which would have been void. 

(n) Montgomerie v. Woodley (1800), 6 Ves. 522 ; Taylor v. Frobisher 
(1852), 5 De G. &r Sm. 191 ; Re Edmondson's Estate (18G8), L. R. 5 Kq. 
389 (whore in consequence “vested” was constiued in a special sense); 
Gosling y. Gosling (1859), John. 265, 274; Be Bevan's Trusts (1887), 34 
Ch. I). 716; and see Be Wenmoth's Estate, Wenmoth v. Wenmoih (1^^^7), 
37 Ch. D. 266, 270, explaining Elliott y, Elliott (1841), 12 Sim. 276, and 
Be Coppard's Estate, Howlett v. Hodson (1887), 35 Ch. D. 360, as decided 
on this ground. As to severable limitations, see p. 347, post 

(o) Cadell v. Palmer (1833), 1 Cl. & Fin. 372, II. L. ; see the Real 
Property Commissioners* 3rd Report, p. 38, suggesting a legislative change 
in this respect ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 161. 

(p) Cadell V. Palmer, supra ; compare Beard v. Westeott (1813), 5 Taunt. 
393 ; Proctor v. Bath and Wells (Bishop) (1794), 2 Ily. III. 358 ; and see 
Hopkins v. Hopkins (1739), 1 Atk. 681, per Lord Haruwicke, L.C., at 
p. 696. 

(q) Cadell v. Palmer, supra, 

(r) Thellusson v, Woodford (1806), 11 VtsS. 112, II. L. Goring v. Bicker- 
(1662), 2 Cas. in ('h. 4, established this principle for two lives as to 

limitations in tiust of a term ; compare Lloyd v. Carcta (1697), Show. Pari. 
Cas. 137, as to shifting uses. In Cadell y. Palmer, supra, the lives were 
twenty-eight in number; and in Robinson v. Hardcastle (1786), 2 Bro. 
C. C. 22, 30, Lord Tiiurlow, L.C., said that “ a man may appoint a 
hundred or a thousand trustees, and that the survivor of them shall 
appoint a life estate; that would be within the line of a perpetuity.** 

(s) Having regard to the origin ol the nile, allowing a suspense daring 
lives, it has usually been assumed that the lives must be those of human 



Paut It, — The Rule aoaiksI’ pERi^ETtrlTlES. 


909 


are or will necessarily (f) be ascertainablo and in existence^ 
or in gestation (a), at the time from which the instrument speaks (6), 
eo that their lives are running concurrently (c), and that in effect 
there is but one life to consider, that of the longest liver of them (d) ; 
and that they must be such that the determination of their lives 
must 1 e capable of being proved without difficulty 00* 

Wh( ra the persons chosen are not practically ascertainable, the 
limitation, even though purporting to bo confined within propin* 
limits, is void for uncertainty (y ). 

In a will, the persons must bo such ns must necessarily be in biding 
at the death of the testator (//). 

649 . The period of twenty-one years is a period in gross, with- 
out necessary reference to the minority of anj’onet//). Jt may be 
denoted by the minority of any person, who may be the person in 

beings. If and in so far as lie Dearth Cooper-Dean v. Stevens (1898), 41 
(1i. D. 552, decided that the lives of animals could bo taken for the piir- 

J mso, it is generally regaided as wrongly decided (see (Jray, Rule against 
Vrpetnities, ss. 905, 906 ; Jarman on Wills, 6th cd., pp. 279, 297). 

(/) Gooch V. Gooch (1 853), 3 De (I. M. & (J. 366, 385. 

(a) In accordance with tlic second branch of the rule ; see p. 302, ante. 
{!)) Thcllusson v. \Voo<tford (1805), il Ves. 112, II. L. ; and see p. 332, 
po^t 

(r) “The candles are all lighted at once “ {Gorinq v. Dicler^iaff (1662), 
Poll. 31 ; Love v. Wyndham (1670), 1 Mod. Rep. 50, per Twisdcn, J., at 
p. 54 ; Low V. Burron (1733), 3 P. Wins. 262, per Lord Talbot, L.C., at 
p. 265 ; Gooch v. Gooch (1853), 3 De G. M. ik G. 366, per Lord Chanwortii, 
L.C., at p. 384) 

(d) *‘Let the lives be never so many, there must be a survivor, and so 
it is but the length of that life” {Scaiteiwood v. Kdqe (1697), 1 Salk 229). 
“ The length of (ime depends not on the number but on the nature of the 
lives” {Thcllusnon v. Woodford, sunra, per Lord Eldon, L.C., at p. 145). 
Accordingly the following large classes of persons have been suggested 
validly chosen : — all the members of one of the Houses of Parliament 
{Thellusson v. Woodford, supra, per Lord Eldon, L.Ck, at p. 146) ; all the 
members of the universities, or all persons insured in certain insnranei^ 
societies (see S. C. (1799), 4 Ves. 227, 244, 247); the boys of a named 
chaiity or puldio school {Pownall v. Graham (1863), 33 Beav. 242, 
per Komtlly, M.R., at pp 246, 247 ; and Real Property Commissioners’ 
3rd Report, p. 38) ; all II is Majesty’s soldiers at the time (Lewis, Law 
of Perpetuity, p. 167) ; all persons in esse capable of succeeding to a named 
dignity {Bankes v. Le Despencer (Baroness) (1840), 10 Sim. 576, per 
SiiADWELL, V-.-C. ; see Be Exmoulh (Viscount), Exmouih (Vi'<count) 
V. Praed (1883), 23 Ch. D. 158); all the living descendants ot Her late 
Majesty Queen Victoria (Encyclopsedia of Forms and Precedents. Vol. Xll., 
pp. 630, 638, 644, 654); but see Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., p 297. 
Caution should, however, be observed in accepting the suggestion that 
these classes would all now be held to be validly chosen. 

(e) Thellusson v. Woodford, supra, per Lord Eldon, L.C., at p. 146, and 
•ce ibitL, per Macdonald, C.B., at p 136. 

(f) Be Exmouih (Viscount), Exmouih (Viscount) v. Praed, supra (all I he 
persons in existence at testator’s death and afterwards attaining the title) ; 
Be Moore, Prior v. Moore, [lOOlj 1 Ch. 936 (all persons living at testatrix’s 
de.ath) , see Pownall v. Graham (1863), 33 Beav. 242. 

(n) Gooch V. Gooch (\S5^), 3 De G. M. & G. 366, 385 (testator’s daughter’s 
children, not necessarily born in his lifetime) In accoidance with the 
rule (p. 302, ante) they may be children en venire sa m^re at his death 
{Thellusson v. Woodford, supra), 

(h) Cadell v Palmer (n33), 1 Cl. & Fin 372, II L ; Lewis, Law of 
Perpetuity, p. ICO. 
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Period 
allowed for 
Suspension 
of Vesting. 

Period tor 
gestation. 

Period where 
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t 

whom the interest is to vest (as in the case of an interest vesting 
on the majority of the alienee (i)), or may be any other person, 
whether taking an interest in the property {k) or not (f). 

650. The period is nofc an absolute period of twenty-one years 
and nine months ; the addition of a period for gestation is only 
allowed where gestation exists (/w). 

651. The exact period of twenty-one years is the full extent of 
the perpetuity period in all cases where the lives of no persons are 
indicated for the purpose ; accordingly, limitations vesting in 
persons possibly unborn at the end of a specific number of years, 
more than twenty-one years from the date from which the instru- 
ment creating them operates, are invalid (n). In certain cases, how- 
ever, where terms of years exceeding twenty-one years were settled 
in trust for persons in succession, whose interests under the trusts 
were valid with respect to the rule, provisions for recouping the 
beneficiaries in each case, at the end of the term, out of other 
property for the capital value lost by not selling the term of years, 
have been treated as valid (o). 

(i) First so held in Taylor d. Smith v. Biddnll (1678), 2 Mod. Rep. 
289, a case doubled on another point (see Dungannon (Lord) v. Smith 
(1846), 12 ('1. & Fin. 646, II. L.) ; lollowed in Stephens v. Stephens (1736), 
Cas temp. Talb. 228 ; and see Faulet v. Dogget (1688), 2 Vern. 86 ; Martin 
V. Long (1690), 2 Vern. 151 ; Thrusiout d. Small v. Denny (1760), 1 Wils. 
270 (see 2 Wils. 337). 

(k) Massenburgh v. Ash (1685), 1 Vem. 234, 304; Maddox v. Staines 
(1727), 2 P. Wins. 42) ; Gulliver v. Wickett (1745), 1 Wils. 105. 

(l) Beard v. Wesfcott (1813), 5 Taunt. 393 (where the person took an 
interest void under the rule). Thus vesting may take place when the 
unborn child of a living person attains majority (Packer v. Scott (1864), 
33 Beav. 511, per Romilly, M.R., at pp. 512, 513); and the period 
prescribed by a will may extend until the youngest grandchild of the 
testator attains twenty-one (Shaw y. Bhodes (1836), 1 My. & Cr. 135, 
per Bosanquet, J., at p. 164). The inference has been drawn that 
such a person may be a child en ventre sa m^re at the commencement of 
the twenty-one years ; see the Real Property Commissioners* 3rd Report, 
pp. 39, 69, defining the rule (see note («), p. 302, ante), and that there 
may be three periods of gestation — that of the hving person, of his child, 
who is to attain twenty-one, and of the alienee. The question arose, but 
was not decided, in Smith v. Farr (1838), 3 Y. & C. (ex.) 328 ; see the 
opinions of Lewis (Law of Perpetuity, p. 726 and Supplement, p. 22) and 
Gray (Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 222) on this case. According 
to Cadell v. Palmer (1833), 1 Cl. & Fin. 372, H. L., there may be, at all 
events, two such periods of gestation. 

(m) Cadell v. Palmer, supra. 

(n) Palmer v. Eolford (1828), 4 Russ. 403 ; Spealman v. Speakman 
(1850), 8 Hare, 180; and see Crooke v. De Vandes (1805), 11 Ves. 330; 
Bakery. Stuart (1897), 28 Ontario Reports, 439. In Lachlan v. Reynolds 
(1852), 9 Hare, 796, the gift was, on the construction adopted, restricted 
to lives in being. In Re Daveron, Bowen y. Churchill, [1893] 3 Ch. 421, 
where the beneficiaries under an invalid trust for sale, aiising at the 
expiration of a lease with forty-nine years unexpired, were certain named 
persons or their issue, the vesting took place within or at the end of lives 
in being. 

(o) Re Gardiner, Gardiner v. Smith, [1901] 1 Ch. 697 (provision for 
keeping on foot a policy of assurance) ; Be EurlbaM, EurlhaU v. Eurlhatt, 
[1910] 2 Ch. 553 (provision for a reserve fund) ; see Wood v. Drew (1864), 
33 Beav. GIO (as to which see note (o), p. 304, ante). 
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Sect. 2. — Interests street to the Enle. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Kinds of Property. 

652 . The rule applies to all private property (p) the proprietary 
rights in whioh are governed directly by or by reference to the law 
of England (q), including property in colonies into which that law 
has been introduced (r). 

Accordingly, real property, including freeholds, copyholds («), 
and hereditaments, corporeal and incorporeal (t), and personal 


SaoT. 9. 

Interests 
subject to 
the Role. 

Property 
sabjeot to 
the rule. 


(p) As to the question whether the rule against perpetuities extends to a 
Crown want, and whether the Crown can generally, or in the interests of 
the pumio, annex to grants in fee conditions against alienation and other 
conditions which private persons are not competent to annex, see Cooper v. 
Stuart (1889), 14 App. Cas. 286, 290, P. C. ; Fowler v. Fowler (1866), 16 

I. Ch. R. 607 (where it was held that a grantee from the Crown does not by 
the grant acquire any particular privilege) ; Flower v. Hartopp (1843), 6 
Beav. 476, 494 ; Anon. (1506), Y. B. 21 Hen. 7, fos. 7, 8, per Vavisor, 

J. ; Bro. Abr., tit. Prerogative le Roy, pi. 63, 102 ; Chitty, Prerogatives 
of the Crown, pp. 386, note (h), 388 ; 2 Roll. Abr., tit. Prerogative le Roy, 
p. 164 ; 6 Bac. Abr., tit. Prerogative (E), 3 ; Bangimoeke v. Strachan 
(1895), 14 New Zealand Law Reports 477 ; A.-O. v. Cummins (1896), 
[1906] 1 I. R. 406. In Thellasson v. Woodford {IS05), 11 Ves. 112, H. L., 
it was not disputed that the Crown was bound by tlxe rule against per- 
petuities with regard to a possibly remote limitation of property to the 
(3rown made by tne will of a subject ; see, generally, title Constitutional 
Law, Vol. VI., pp. 486, 487. 

(o) See title Conflict of Laws, Vol. VI., pp. 196 et seq. In Eanhael 
V. Boehm, Cockbum v, Raphael (1852), 22 L. J. (cii.) 299, trusts declared 
by a testator domiciled aoroad of his movable estate, with an express 
reference to the law of inheritance in Great Britain, wore invalid by 
the rule. Provisions in a will infringing the rule against perpetuities, 
or the Thellusson Act (see p. 370, post), are not rendered valid by execution 
of the will under the Domicile Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 121) {Re Orassi, 
Stubberfield v. Grassi, [1906] 1 Ch. 684, per Buckley, J., at p. 692 
referring to Freke v. Carbery (Lord) (1873), L. R. 16 Eq. 461, a case 
under the Thellusson Act). 

(r) Yeap Cheah Neo v. Ong Cheng Neo (1875), L. R. 6 P. i'. 381, 
approving Choa Choon Neahv. Spottiswoode (1869), Wood’s Oriental Cases, 
Appendix, 1 ; 1 Kyshe’s Reports, 216. As regards the applicability of 
the rule to an infant colony, see 1 Bl. Com. 107 ; Cooper v. Stuart (1889), 
14 App. Cas. 286, P. C. (a case of a Crown grant of public property in a 
youn^ colony, to whioh the rule was, in the circumstances of that case, 
held inapplicable) ; and see title Dependencies and Colonies, Vol. X., 
pp. 665, 668. 

(tf) Griffith V. Harrison (1791), 3 Bro. C. C. 410 ; J)oe d. Blesard v. 
Simpson (1842), 3 Man. & G. 929; Blagrove v. Hancock (1848), 16 Sim. 
371 ; Taylor v. Frobisher (1852), 5 De G. & Sm. 191 ; Gray, Rule against 
Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 318. 

(t) E.q., rights to minerals (Thomas v. Thomas (1902), 87 L. T. 58, C. A.), 
or to royalties thereon (Edwards v. Edwards, [1909] A. C. 275), or to rents 
(Hartopp V. Carbery (Lord) (1819), 1 Sanders, Uses and Trusts, 5th ed., 
p. 205, an executory devise of a rent ; see Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 
2nd ed., s. 316, n.). The question whether common law grants of 
incorporeal hereditaments (which may commence in futuro , see Gilbert, 
Rents, p. 69 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, pp. 698, 603) are subject to the rule 
has been frequently discussed. There was no limit fixed by the common 
law as to the time at which they might commence ; see Real Property 
Commissioners’ 3rd Report, p. 29 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetmty, pp. 603, 
619, 620. The decided preponderance of opinion, however, including that 
of the Real Property Commissioners (see 3rd Report, p. 36), is m favour 
of the view that the limit fixed by the rule against perpetuities either 
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Sect. 1 
Interests 
snbject to 
the Bale. 

Lex loci situs. 


Interests in 
real estate. 


property (i0» including chattels real and personal (a), are alike 
subject to the rule, in bo far as interests of the nature hereinafter 
described (h) are created in them. 

653. The rule does not apply to immovable estate in Scotland or 
foreign countries, or to funds, bequeathed on trust to invest them 
in the purchase of immovable estates in Scotland or abroad, limited 
or to be settled in a manner valid by the law of the lex loci situs, 
although invalid by English law (c). 


Sub -Slot. 2. — Loj(^l Ihitrc&U, 

(i.) Rial Estate. 

654. The following legal estates and interests in real estate (J) 
have been held to be subject to the rule : — executory devises (c) ; 


docs or ought to apply ; sec Gray, Rule against Perpetiiities, 2nd ed., 
s. 314. In Ardley \. 8t. Pancras Guardians (1870), 39 L. J. (cii.) 871, 
liouover, objection on this ground seems to have been taken to an easement 
uliich uould appear to have been invalid, if the rule applied, the abovc- 
iiKUitioncd pjisi^ages from Lewis. Law of Perpetuity, and the Real Property 
( oinniissioneis’ 3id Rcpoit, being cited in argument; but tJic case- 
iiK'nt uas held validly created (see, however, Gray, Rule against JVr- 
jetuitios, 2nd ed., s. 314). In Gilbertson v. Eichards (1800), 6 II. X. 
403, Kx. Ch., a proviso that a rentcharge (which in that case appears to 
Lave been cicuted by way of use) should arise as soon as mortgagees 
feliould enter on property was held valid on the ground that it took elTeet 
as a lestiietion on the estate of the mortgagees and was analogous to 
puueis of sale, Mhieh ore incidental to a mortgagee’s estate ; the dictum of 
ilAiriiN. B.. S. 0. (1869), 4 lI.&tN. 277, at p. 297, which was adopted and 
applied in Birmingham Canal Co. v. CaHwright (1879), 11 Ch. D. 421, 432, 
to tlie effect lliat a rent might be granted to arise in any contingency, 
however reinolc, if limited to an existing person capable ot alienating it, 
1 ring dissented from, and the latter case ovenuled, in London and South 
Kestern Eail. Co. v. Gomm (1882), 20 Ch. 1). 502, 572, 573. 584, 588, C. A. 
Sharpe v. Darrant (1911), 55 Sol. Jo. 423; affiimed [1911] W. N. 158, C. A., 
appears to be a decision that the rule ajiplies to such interests, but the 
decision is gioundcd only on the oinnion of Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, 
l»p. 003, 019, 020. Tor the contrary view, see 27 Law Quarterly Review, 
p 151 ; as to the effect of the rule on the grant of an interesse termini^ 
compare p, 310, post ; as to common law assurances in general, see p. 330, 
pod : as to vested interests with postponed enjoyment, see p. 338, po t. 

( u) The aullioiitics as to the two kinds of property are treated as mutual : 
“ whenever you stop in the limitation ot a fee upon a tec, there will wc stop 
in the limitation of a term of years” (Norfolk's (Duhe) Case (1685), 3 Cas. 
in C h 1, 11. L , per Lord Noitingiiam, L.C., at p. 30) ; and compare tl.e 
di'llnition of a perpetuity in Sianley v. Leigh (1732), 2 P. Wins. 080, per 
JhKVLL, M.R.. at p. 087 ; and the limits stated for peisonal estate in Jre 
y. Audlcy (1787), 1 Co\, P.q. Cas. 324 ; Lewis, Law ol Perpetuity, p 1G9. 

(a) Sheffield y. Orrery (Lord) (1745), 3 Atk. 282 ; Jee v. Audlcy, supra. 

(b) See the text, infm, 

(c) Foidyre v. Bridge^ (1847), 2 Pl\ 497 ; see, further, p. 322. pod. 

(tf) As to legal estates and interests in real estate, see, generally, title 
Real Pkgpekty and Ciiaiiels Real; see also titles Setilememb ; 
Ikusts and Trustees ; Wills. 

tc) Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, c x. ; see note (/), p. 300, ante. The follow- 
ing arc examples of executory devises w'hich have been held valid : — after a 
devise in lee siinide, a devise over on a death without issue in tlie lifetime of 
fr living person (rills v. Brown (1020), Cro. Juc. 090; Eoe d. Sheers v. Jeffery 
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springing and shifting uRes(/); legal contingent remainders (/;); 
and certain rights of entry on breach of a condition subsequent (h). 

655 . The applicability of the rule to legal contingent re- 
mainders (t) has been the subject of much controversy (A). In any 


(1798), 7 Term Rep. 589 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 170); a devise to the 
eldest male lineal dcseeudant of A. livinij at the deatJi of the survivor of all 
male descendants of the testator in being at the testator’s death ( Thellusson 
V. Woodford (1805), 11 Vos. 112, II. L.), or to the person who would have 
been entitled at the determination of a term expiring twenty years after tJio 
death of the survivor of twenty-eight persons living at the testator’s decease, 
had the estate been settled in a certain manner {Cndcll v. Palmer (1833), 
1 Cl. & Fin. 372, II. li.) ; a devise to the children of a living person, taking 
vested interests at birth or at an ago under twenty-one (see p. 345, pos/). 
The following, on the other hand, are examples of executory devises uliieh 
have been held invalid : — a devise to the first son of A. who should ho hied 
a clergyman {Proctor v. Both and Wells (Bishop) (1794), 2 Hy. Rl. 358) ; Id 
the cliildren of a living person who should attain twenty-two, or any otl)t‘r 
age greater than twenty-one (Bull v. J^rilehord {\M1), 5 Hare, 567; argued 
as an executory devise, see Re Finchs Abbiss v. Burney (1881), 17 i'h. J>. 
211, 0. A., per Malins, V.-C., at p. 22!) ; a devise in strict settlcnienl, 
with a provision that no devisee should have a vested interest until the 
age of twenty-four, so as to create an executory devise {Re Wrightson, Bailie- 
Wrightsonv. Thomas, [1904] 2 (’h. 95, C. A., explained in White v. Summers, 
[1908] 2 Oil. 256, 267, 269) ; a devise of unworked minerals under certain 
lands on being worked {Thomas v. Thomas (1902), 87 L. T. 58, (\ A. ; see 
Edwards v. Edwards, [1909] A. C. 275). 

(/) Davies v. Speed (1692), 2 Salk. 675, per Holt, C.J. ; Lloyd v. Carew 
(1697), Show. Pari. Cas. 137; Roe d. Wilkinson v. Tranmer (1757), 2 Wils. 
75; Carwardine v. Farwardine (1758), 1 Eden, 27, 34; Lewis, Law’ of 
Perpetuity, p. 149; Blandford v. Thaeherell (1793), 2 Ves. 238, 241, 242; 
Savill Brothers, Ltd. v. BethelL [1902] 2 Ch. 523, i". A. A shilling clause 
to take effect upon an estate in fee simple must be framed to do so within 
the proper limits {Bennett v. Bennett (1864), 2 Diew. & Sin. 266, 276 
Real Property Commissioners’ 3rd Report, p. 36). 

ig) Re Frost, Frost v. Frost (1889), 43 Ch. J). 246, per Kay, d., at p. 253 ; 
Re Ashforlh, Sibley v. Ashforth, [1905] 1 Ch. 535; and see Whilhy v. 
Von Luederle. [1906] 1 Ch. 783; in each of these cases the remainder was 
floated by will, or by wMy of use. 

(h) See p. 314. post 

(0 See note (g), supra. 

(k) The majority of text-writers, including Mr. Fearne, considered that 
legal remainders were governed by the old rule against remote possibilities, 
also now known as the rule in Whilhy v. 31it<diell (1890), 44 (‘h. 1). 85, 

A., rather than by the modern rule against perpetuities ; see 49 Sol do. 
414 (where a number of such opinions of text-wiiters are eolleeted). 
Others were of opinion that the modern rule applied or should be applied 
to them, and some even denied the existence of the old rule Whitby v. 
MiU'hell, supra, has established that the old rule i" iii force and that it 
applies to Vgal remainders ; Re Frost, Frost v E\ost, supra, and Rt 
Ashforlh, Sibley v. Ashforth, supra, have decided that the modern rulo 
applies to them. The result of these authoiities apjiears to be that legal 
remainders are subject to both rules. Professional opinion is, however, still 
divided on the subject, and tlic controversy has not been set at rest ; see 
darman on Wills, 6th ed., pp. 368 — 373, and the notes thoieto; Chaliis, 
Ileal Property, 3rd ed., p. 273. As to the observations of Suoden, L.t'., 
in Cole v. Seu ell (1843), 4 Dr. & War. 1, to the effect that remoteness was 
<»ut of the question in case of a remainder, see Lewis, Lawr of Perpetuity, 
Supplement, pp. 97 et sea.; Ciay, i ule against Perpetuities, 2od ed., 
i. 287 ; Ee Ashforth, Sibley v. Ashforth, supra, per Farwet.t., J., at p 5id. 
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subject to 
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case, a legal contingent remainder, where the particular estate is 
limited to a person or persons in being, may be valid whatever the 
contingency on which it depends, though it might be invalid if 
limited as an executory devise ( 1 ). In such a case, the nature of a 
remainder affords a guarantee against remoteness, because the 
remainder, unless ready to take effect eo instanti on the determina- 
tion of tlie particular estate, can never take effect at all as a 
remainder As regards such a remainder limited by will, how- 
ever, there is a doubt as to the effect thereon of the Land Transfer 
Act, 1897 (??). 

By statute a legal contingent remainder, limited on a contingency 
not too remote under the rule, which would therefore be valid if 
limited as an executory devise, may take effect notwithstanding 
the determination of the particular estate before the contingent 
remainder vests (o). 

666. Bights of entry by a grantor or his heirs (p), under or on 
breach of a common law condition subsequent, have been held to 
be subject to the rule, at all events in cases where the legal estate 


(1) Jack d. Westhif v. Fetherstone (1829), 2 Hud. & B. 320 ; Doe d. Winter 
V. Perratt (1843), 9 Cl. & Fiu. 606, H. L. ; Cole v. Sewell (1848), 2 H, L. Cas. 
186; Symes v. Symes, [18961 1 Ch. 272. 

(w) This rule does not apply if the determination of the particular 
estate is caused by forfeiture, surrender, or merger; see Beal Property 
Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet c. 106), s. 8; title Beal Property and Chattels 
Real. 

(n) 60 & 61 Viet. c. 66, as. 1, 2 ; see 49 Sol. Jo. 379. If the estate con- 
ferred by the Land Transfer Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 66), on personal 
representatives is sufficient to satisfy the feudal rule prohibiting abeyance 
of the seisin, and to prevent the application of the common law rule that a 
contingent remainder must bo ready to take effect in possession eo instanti 
on the determination of the particular estate (as to which compare 
Marshall v. Oingell (1882), 21 Ch. 1). 790, 796; Be Brooke, Brooke v. 
Brooke, [1894] 1 Ch. 43), then it may be held that there is no reason 
against such a remainder in a will affected by the Land Transfer Act, 
1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 66), taking effect according to the intention, although 
not ready to come into possession on the termination of prior estates. 
Such, it has been decided, is the effect of similar enactments in other 
jurisdictions where the English common law is in force (Be Beavis, Beavis 
V. Beavis (IdOQ), 7 New South Wales State Reports, 66; Be Campion, 
[1908] South Australian Law Reports, 1). But it may result that there 
will be nothing to save such limitations from the objection, if any, of 
remoteness; compare Be Finch, Abbiss v. Burney (1881), 17 Ch. D. 211, 
C. A. It may, therefore, have to be decided whether an interest limited 
as a legal contingent remainder, on a contingency too remote under the 
rule, in a will of a testator dying on or after the 1st January, 1898, is void, 
notwithstanding that it is ready to come into possession on the termination 
of preceding life estates. 

(o) Continent Remainders Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 33), s. 1. 

ip) “ The difference between a condition, properly so called, and a con- 
ditional limitation or executory devise is that in the case of a condition, 
the estate is to revert to the ffrantor or his heirs ; in the other cases it is 
limited over to other persons {Be Dugdale, Dugdale v. Dugdale (1888), 38 
Ch. D. 176, per Kat, J., at p. 179 ; Pearne, Contingent Remainders, jp. 15). 
In the case of conditional limitations and executory devises no difficulty 
arises in applying the rule against perpetuities, where a shifting use, 
not a right of entry, is adopted, the rule directly applies (Real ftoperty 
Commissioners' 3rd Report, p. 37; see note (/), p. 313, ante). 
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to be defeated by the right arises either in a will or by virtue of 
the Statute of Uses (q) ; but the question has occasioned much 
difference of opinion (7). Eights of entry or of re-entry in leases, 


{q) 27 Hen. 8, 0 . 10; see Be Macleay (1876), L. R. 20 Eq. 186, 187, 
188 (devise on condition not to sell out of the family) ; Dunn v. Flood 
H883), 25 Ch. D. 629, per North, J., at pp. 632, 633 (a right of entry on 
breach of restrictive covenant) ; and see 0. (1885), 28 Ch. D. 586, C. A., 
per Bagoallat, L.J., at p. 692 : Be HoUie* Hospital (Trustees) and Hague's 
Contract, [1899] 2 Ch. 640, 667, 655 (proviso for reverter on premises being 
employed or converted to uses other than those mentioned in the deed of 
lease and release) ; approved in Be Ashforth, Sibley v. Ashforth, [1906] 1 Ch. 
635, 645, 646 ; and applied in Be Da Costa, Clarke v. Church of England 
Collegiate School of St Peter, [1912] 1 Ch. 337 (devise construed to oe an 
absolute gift, with condition as to publishing annual accounts of payments 
and receipts of a charity). It cannot be affirmed, however, that the ques- 
tion of the applicability of the rule against perpetuities to common law 
conditions has been fin^y discussed or settled in aU its bearings. It has 
been pointed out that the references to the subject in Be Macleay, supra, 
and Be Ashforth, Sibley v. Ashforth, supra, were dicta. According to the 
report in Dunn v. Flood ( 1883), 26 Ch. D. 629, the power of -entry was created 
by covenant only and in favour of the vendors, without mentioning their 
heirs and assigns. In Be Hollis' Hospital (Trustees) and Hague's Contract, 
supra, Byrne, J., while expressing a decided opinion that the condition was 
void, abstained from forcing the title on an unwilling purchaser : the rift in 
question was to a charity, and was decided on the law of charities before 
the Charitable Uses Act, 1736 (9 Geo. 2,c. 36). As to the present law, see 
the Mortmain and Charitable Uses Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 42), s. 4 (4). 
Re Da Costa, Clarke v. Church of England Collegiate School of St Peter, 
supra, seems the only case where the heir of the grantor, or persons claiming 
tlirough the grantor, were represented. The reasoning (following that of 
the Real Property Commissioners* 3rd Report, p. 30) of Pallbs, C.B., in 
A.-O, V. Cummins (1896), [1906] 1 I. R. 406 (wliich was a case of a con- 
dition determining a determinable fee, upon payment of a sum of money 
by the Crown, in a grant operating at common law, independently of thcj 
Statute of Uses), does not seem to be altogether consistent with the cases 
above referred to. It is submitted that the decision in A.-U. v. Cummins, 
supra, can stand consistently with those cases. If there be such an estate 
as a determinable fee, it would appear to follow that there may be a valid 
condition determining the fee at an indefinite future time. In America, 
conditions violating the rule against perpetuities have been frequently 
upheld. In Cooper v. Stuart (1889), 14 App. Cas. 286, 287, P. C., the ques- 
tion was raised, out was not decided apart from the circumstances of that 
case, where the grant was a Crown grant in a young colony (see note (r), 
p, 311, ante ; see also Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, ss. 306, 312). The 
trend of modern authority is, however, decidedly in favour of'apidying 
the rule to common law conditions subsequent; and Mr. (rray has 
expressed the opinion that “ rights of entry for conditions broken are 
within both the letter and the spirit of the rule’* (Gray, Rule against 
Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 304). 

(r) The Real Property Commissioners (see 3rd Report, p. 30) instanced 
a devise on condition of taking and continuing ** name and arms,’* and 
reported that such rights, having been uninfluenced by the Statute of 
Uses, 27 Hen. 8, c. 10, or by the doctrine of trusts or devises, had 
never been considered to be subject to the rule. They appear to have 
recommended that the rule should be applied to them by legislation. 
The text- writers are divided on the subject — 1 Sanders, Uses and Trusts, 
p. 199 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 616 ; and Gray, Rule against 
Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 300 a, favour their inclusion ; while others, 
including Challis, R^ Property, 3rd ed., p. 187 ; Sweet (note to 
Challis, Real Property, 3rd ed., p. 207 ; and Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., 
pp. 374 — 376, consider the rule inapplicable, and the dicta and decisions 
cited in note (y) supra, erroneous. 
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necesBiirily incidental to and co-extensivo with estates which are 
themselves unaffected by the rule, must be excepted from the 
rule (s). 

fii.') Ptrsonal Kaiaie* 

667. Executory limitations of personal estate are subject to the 
rule (O* 

658. The iiitiVi'SHc termini, creuteJ by the grant to a living 
jierson of a lease to commence at a fixed or ascertainable date in 
jntnro, appears to be treated as a valid interest, although tho date 
of commencement of the lease is fixed at a time too remote if tho 
rule were aj)plicable (a). 

659. The rule against perpetuities has also never been applied 
to assignments of future goods, the property in which at law passes 
on appropriation, which may take place at a possibly remote 
period (/>): a present sale of such goods operates merely as an 
agreement for sale (c). 


(s) Soo p. 331, /mf. 

(/) JUInddihc V. i:iiaiiic8 (1727), 2 P. Wms. 422; Brooks v. Taylor (1729), 
Mos. 188; Beaucleric v. J)ormsr (1742), 2 Atk. 308; Sheffield v. Onenf 
{Lord) (1745), 3 Atk. 282, 287 ; Butterfield v. Butterfield (1748), 1 Ve.9. Scii. 
133, 154; Griffiths v. Oneve (1819), 1 Jac. &; W. 31; Lepine v. Ferard 
(1831), 2 lliiKrt. & M. 378 ; A.-G. V. Bright (1836), 2 Keen, 57. The rule 
was establiislicd as to personal property with reference to bequests of 
tuture iuteiosts in ternia of years {Sanders v. Cornish (1631, Cro. Car. 
230; Lamb v. Archer (1694), 1 Salk. 225, not following Child v. Baylie 
(1618), Cro. Jac. 459; Fletcher's Case (1709), 1 Eq. Cas. Abr. 193) ; and 
SCO 1 Eq. Cas. Abr, 190, n. As regards tho creation of future interests in 
chattels personal by will, sec title Wills; Jarman on Wills, 6th cd., 
pp. 1453 ei seq. As regards tho creation of future interests in chattels 
personal by deed, see title 1*ersonal PaorERTy ; Gray, Rule against 
Perpetuities, 2nd ed., Appendix P, s. 829. 

{a) Smith v. Day (1834), 2 M. & W. 684; Knight v. City of London 
Brewenj Co., [1912] I K. H. 10 ; a1thou|jh in neither of these cases was any 
question of perpetuity raised. JSiich interests appear to be treated us 
vested interests, to which the rule does not apply; see Redinqion v. 

Browne (1893), 32 L. R. Ir. 347, per Bewley, J., at p. 356. In 

Norfolk's Case {Duke) (168.’)), 3 Cas. in Ch. 1, 11. L., both Pemberton, C.J. 
{ibid, at p. 23), and Lord Keeper North (S. C. (1683) 1 Vern. 164), 
considered that a new term might have been created, valid both at law and 
in o(|uity, to coinnience on the contingency which, in that case, as applied 
to tho trust of an existing term, they considered too remote; compare 
Warman v. Seaman (1676), Poll. 112 (term created after the death of the 
lessor and of any wife of his). 1 Sanders, Uses and Trusts, p. 190 ; tlie 
Real Property Com mission ei*s’ 3rd Report, p. 29; and Lewis, Law of 

Perpetuity, pp. 613, 620, advocated the application of the rule to these 

interests. There must at common law bo no uncertainty as to when the 
term commences or whether or not it shall commence at all {Green v. 
Edwards (1591), Cro. Eliz. 216) ; and sec, generally, title Landlord and 
Tenant, Vol. XVIII., p. 405. 

(5) See Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 71), s. 5 ; Clements v. 
Matthews {ISS3), 11 Q. B. D. 808, C. A. Until appropriation, the grantee 
has only an equitable interest (Joseph v. Lyons (1884), 15 Q. B. D. 280, 
O. A. ; Ilallas v. Robinson (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 288, C. A.) ; see, further, tiU© 
Sale of Goods. 

(p) Sftle of Goo 48 Apf. {893 (56 ?5 67 Vief. p. 7f), § (3), 
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SuB-Si:CT. 3.— Interests, 

660. Equitable estates and interests (rf) of all descriptions, 
including contingent remainders of equitable estates (e), are subject 
to the rule. The mode in wliich the estate or interest is created, 
whether by devise, gift inkr vivos^ or contract, is immaterial (/). 

661. Executory trusts are subject to the rule in common with 
other trusts (//); but they are executed by tho court in such a 
way as to preclude tho objection arising from the lulo and moulded 
M) as to carry out the intention of tho testator as far as the rules 
of law admit (/i). Any iirovisions which offend against the rule 
arc omitted (i), modified (A), or confined within the perpetuity 
period (/), unless the creator ot tho trust has specifically or by 
necessary implication diiected their inclusion (wO, or the trust is 
wholly incapable ot being executed S3 as to avoid the objection (;/). 

662. ^Vllere property is settled or directed to be settled in a 
pirticular course of suciessiuii, as far as tho rules of law will 
julmit(o), or with any other (jualifying words to the like effect, then, 
nccnrdmg to the intention shown, tho (jualificatioii may refer either 
to the quality of the pioperty, to which the course of succession 
may be inapt (as in the case of personal property settled to follow 
real estate) — this being the ordinary sense of tho words in such a 
caso( j)) — or to tho length of time tliat the property is to be tied up. 
Inning regard to the rule against perpetuilies. 

Jn the first c«ise, no executory trust is necessarily created, nor 


(</) Massenbanjh w Ash (168o), 1 Vcrii. 234, 304; Norfolk's {Duke) CdhO 
( 1085), 3 Cas. in Cb. 1, 11. L. ; Dumjannon (Lord) v. Smith (181(5), 12 Cl. 
iV Fin. 546, II. L. 

(/') /iV Finch, Abbi>s v. Barney (1881), 17 Cli. 1). 211, C. A.; AV 
11 ilmeFs Trusts, ^looie v. Wingfield, [1903] 1 Cli. 874, 879; aftiraiod, [1903] 
2 Cb. 411, C. A.; lie Ashforlh, Sibley v. Ashfoith, [1905] 1 Ch. 535. 

(J) London and South Western End. Co, v. Oomm (1882), 20 Cb. 1). 5(52, 
C. A,, per JjiSSKL, M.Il., at p. 581, C. A. 

(q) Gower v. Orosrenor (i740), 5 Madd. 337 ; Martborouyh (Duke) v. 
Godolyhin (Earl) (1759), I Eden, 404, 422; Blaekbiun v. SUdlcs (1811), 
2 Ves. Ac 15. 367 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 574. 

(A) Christie v. Gosling (1866), L. R. 1 II. L. 279, 290. 

(i) Miles V. Harford (1879), 12 Ch. 1). 691. 

(A) Dorchester (Lord) v. Effingham (Eail) (1813), 10 8, in. 5 >7, n. ; WooU 
more v. Bunows (1827), 1 Sim. 512. 

(l) JSewcasile (Duke) v. Lincoln (Coanless) (1797), 3 Ve^ 387 ; on a^ipeal 
(1806), 12 Ves. 218, II. L. ; Bankes Le Despencer (Baroness) n840), 
10 vSim. 576 (for the order, see S. C. (1843), 11 Sim. 508 ; Lcwi.s, Law of 
Peipetuity, Appendix 111.); Lyddon v. Ellison (1851), 19 Beav, 565* 
Shelley v. Shelley (1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 540. 

(m) SaclvilleAVest v. Uolmesdale (Viscount) (1870), L. K. 4 II. L. 54.3. 

(n) Tregonwell v. Sydenham (1815), 3 Dow, 194, II. L. (where a tenn wan 
validly cieatod, but the trusts declared of the term were incapable ai 
execution, aud there was a resulting tiust to tho heir; see Sugden Property , 
p 326; Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd od., s. 419, on this case) ; 
L- wis. Law of Perpetuity, p. 584. 

(o) As to such words, see also note (m), p. 308, ante, 

(p) Vaughan v. Burslem (1790), 3 Bro. C. C. 101 ; Lincoln (Coanless) v, 
Newcastle (Duke) (1806), 12 Ves. 218, H. L. ; Gosling v. Gosling (1862), 1 
De G. J. 6l Sm. 1 ; affirmed sub nom. Christie y. Gosling (\%(S(S), L. R 1 H. 

279 ; tnd sec Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 8a4 o4*i 394» 395. 
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are the interests deemed to be settled to the limits of time allowed 
by the rule (q). 

In the second case, if the intention is that the property is to bo 
tied up as long as possible, then an executory trust may be created ; 
but such trust must be executed by prolonging the settlement, not 
to the furthest limit possible in any event under the rules, but to 
that convenient limit which will enable the primary purpose of 
the instrument to be carried out (r). In such a case the court 
inclines to give life interests only to all persons, becoming entitled 
Tinder the liraitalions, who are in existence at the date of the 
instrument, or the death of the testator, creating the limitations (s). 

663. A trust for sale arising at a time beyond the perpetuity 
j)erio(l is invalid (/) ; but, where the trust for sale is mere machinery 
for facilitating a division between the persons for whom the property 
is destined, effect will be given to tbe equitable interests as if the 
trust for sale were omitted (a). Where, therefore, the vesting of 
these equitable interests is within the perpetuity period, they are 
not rendered invalid by the failure of the trust for 8ale(/>), but 
devolve as if the property were unaffected by the trust for sale (c) ; 
but wliere the vesting of these equitable interests may not be within 
the perpetuity period, they are invalid (rf). 

On tlie otiier hand, an estate in trustees may bo validly created 
although the beneficial interests are void for remoteness (r). 


(<j) Soothe casoft cited in note (p), p. 317, ante; Deerhurst (Lord) v. Si. 
AJbans (Duke) (1820), 6 Madd. 232 (where, however, the order made was 
icvorsed on appeal) ; ToUemache (Lady) v. Covenii^ (Earl and Countess) 
(1834), 2 Cl. & Fin. 611, H. L.) (see the argument in ToUemache (Lady) v. 
Coventry (Earl and Coimiess), suvrut of Sir C. Pepys, S.-(t., and Mr. 
JMieston, which is referred to in Me Hill, Hill v. UUl, [1902] 1 Ch. 807, 
813, 814, C. A., as containing the ratio decidendi of the decision in ToUe- 
mavhe (Lady) v. Coventry (Earl and Countess), supra) ; Gosling v. Gosling 
(1802), 1 Do G. J. & Sni. 1, 14. Gower y. Grosvenor (1740), 6 Madd. 337, 
and Trafford v. Trafford (1746), 3 Atk. 347, are not law on this point; 
see, further, title Heal Pkoperty and Chattels Keal. 

(r) Lincoln (Countess) v. Newcastle (Duke) (1806), 12 Ves. 218, 236, H. L., 
per Lord Eldon dissenting ; JVilliams v. Teale (1847), 6 Hare, 239 ; Shelley 
V. Shelley (1868), L. R 6 Eq. 540. 

(«) Woolmore v. Burrows (1827), 1 Sim. 612, per Hart, V.-C., at p. 626, 
adopted in Banks y, Le Despencer (Baroness) (1840), 10 Sim. 576, 591, 694, 
per SuADWELL, V.-C. ; Williams y. Teale (1847), 6 Haro, 239, 256; and 
SCO Vownall v. Graham (1863), 33 Beav. 242. 

(t) Bale V. Pew (1858), 25 Beav 336 ; Be Wood, TuUetl v. Colville, [1894J 
3 Cli. 381, C, A. ; Be Davies and Kent's Conliact, [1910] 2 Ch. 36, C. A, ; 
Be Bewick, Byle v ByU, [1911] 1 Ch. 116. 

(ft) Goodier v. Edmunds, [1893] 3 Ch. 465, following Goodier v. Johnson 
(1881). 18 Ch. D. 441, C. A., per Jessel, M.R., at p. 446 ; followed in Be 
Dnveron, Bowen v. Churchill, [1893] 3 Ch. 421 ; and approved in Be Appleby, 
Walker Y, Lever, Walker v. Nisbet, [1903] 1 Ch. 666, C. A. 

(b) Goodier v, Edmunds, su'j^ ; Be Daveron, Bowen v. Churchill, supra ; 
Be Appleby, Walker v. Lever, Walker v. Nisbet, supra. 

(e) Goodier v. Edmunds, supra ; Be Appleby, Walker ▼. Lever, Walker 
V. Nisbet, supra. 

(d) As in case of a gift to a class living or ascertainable at the time of 
sale (Bead v. Gooding (1856), 21 Beav. 478 ; Blight v. HartnoU (1881)» 
19 Ch. D. 294 ; Be Bewick, Byle v. Byle, [1911] 1 Ch. 116). 

(s) Trcgonwcll v. Sydenham (1816), 3 Dow, 194, H. L. ; Newman v. 
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664. The rule does not affect validly created trusts lasting a 
possibly indefinite period where the interests are vested and the 
l^neficiarias may therefore, apart from disability, put an end to the 
trust (/), but an indefinite trust where the interests may not be 
vested within the perpetuity period, and the trust is therefore not 
so determinable, does not escape the rule (g). 

A discretionary trust, therefore, of the income of a fund for the 
maintenance of a class of persons, some unborn, which may possibly 
last longer than the perpetuity period, is void (It). On the other 
hand, a trust of income, not discretionary, for the maintenance of 
the children of a living person, in equal shares, where the interest 
of each child is fixed, is not void, even although the trust may 
terminate after the perj)etuity period (i). 

Sou-Sect. 4. — fnteresfs under Contracts, 

665. The rule against perpetuities is not concerned with 
contracts as such, or with contractual rights and obligations as 
such. A contract to pay a sum of money, with interest in the 
meantime, although unlimited in point of time, is not, on that 
account, invalid (A:). A contract may have reference to or he 


Newman (1839), 10 Sim. 61 ; in both of which cases the beneficial interest 
went to the heir-at-law. 

(/) See pp. 326, 327, post; and see title Trusts and Trustees. 

Ig) Mainwaring v. Baxter (1800), 6 Ves. 468 (restraining disentail); 
Thomson v. Shakespear (I860), 1 De G. F. & J. 399, C. A. (to an official 
for the time being); Smith v. Cuninghame (1884), 13 L. R. Ir. 480; 
Trustees^ Executors^ and Agency Co. v. Bush (1908), 28 New Zealand I^aw 
Reports, 117; Oirard Trust Co. y. Bussell (1910), 179 Federal Reporter, 
446 ; and see p. 297, ante ; and as to limitations to a series, see j). 347, 
post. As to gifts to the survivors of a class of unborn persons, see p. 337, 
post, 

(h) Be Blew, Blew v. Ounner, [1906] 1 Ch. 624, not following Be Wise, 
Jackson v. Varratt, [1896) 1 Ch. 281, and Re Watson, Cox v. Watson, 
[1892] W. N. 192. In Lor^field v. Bantry (1885), 16 L. R. Ir. 101, a triiht 
of a residue to applv the income on improvement of two estates at dis- 
cretion was held to be confined to a reasonable time. 

(i) Goodino y. Bead (1863), 4 De G. M. & G. 610, C. A. ; explained and 
distinguished in Be Blew, Blew v. Gunner, supra ; see also raiching v. 
Bnmeit (18H1), 61 L. J. (cii.) 74, C. A. In Be O'Brien's Estate, Pinitz v. 
Trustees, Exetufors and Agenru Co., TAd. (1898), 24 Victorian Law Renortn, 
360, the same rule was applied, the shares of the children being fixed, but 
a discretion being given as to the part of the share applied for mainten- 
ance. In Biel ford v. Brown, Brown v Brown (1856), 2 K. & J. 426, the 
discretional y trust was treated as a part of the void gift to the class and 
therefore itself void. 

(A*) London and South Western Bail. Co. v. Gomm (1882), 20 Ch. D. 662, 
676, 680, C. A. ; Walsh v. Secretary of State for India (1863), 10 H. L. Cas. 
376 ; Wilham v. Vane (1883), Challis, Real Froperty, Appendix V., H L ; 
and as to a covenant to pay a sum of money on an indefinite failure of issue 
of a person, see Pinbury v. Elkin (1719), 1 P. Wms. 663, per Parker, L.C., 
at p. 666; Pleydell v. PleydeU (1721), 1 P. Wms. 748, 750. A mere 
personal contract relating to land would not be enforceable against an 
assignee of the land unless it ran in equity with the land under the 
doctrine of Tulk v. Moxhay (1848), 2 Ph. 774 ; see p. 299, ante ; Lon^n 
and South Western Bail, Co. v. Qomm, supra, at p. 682. Contracts running 
with the land in equity arc an exception to the rule, either on the analogy 
of a covenant running with the l^d at law or of an easement (ibid,, at 
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connected with land, for example, an ordinary contract for the sale 
or purchase of land, and yet, although unlimited in point of time, 
may be a mere personal contract unaffected by the rule (Z). 

666. But when a contract creates a right of property to arise in 
fnturo, or in other words a limitation of property, the rule applies (m). 
AVhat the rule applie.s to is not the contract, which in itself is not 
illegal, but the right of projierty or limitation which arises from 
the contract (/?). An equitable estate or interest to arise in fntnro^ 
under a contract, is also within the rule(o). Although a contract 
is not within the rule, a transfer of a contract may be wdthin 

A contract relating to a right of or equitable interest in property 
in fntnro mw be intended to create a limitation of land only, in 
which case, if the limitation is to take effect beyond the perpetuity 
period, the contract is wholly void and unenforceable {q ) ; or the 
contract may, upon its true construction, be a personal contract 
only, ill which case the rule does not apply to it(r); or it may, 
upon its true construction, be, as regards the original covenant )r, 
both a personal contract and a contract attempting to create a 
remote limitation, in which case the limilation will be had f)r 
perpetuity, but the personal contract will be enforceable, if the cas3 
otherwise admits, against the promisor by specific performance or 
by damages (s), or against his personal representatives in damages 
only (0‘ cases it is a question of construction whether the 

contract is intended to create a limitation of property only, or a 
personal obligation only, or both. 

667. A common example of an equitable interest to arise in 
fntnro under a contract is an option to purchase or a right of pre- 
emption or repurchase in or collateral to a conveyance or to a lease 
for a term of more tlian twenty-one years (a). On the other hand. 


y, 583). As to covenants running ^ith the land at law, see p. 300, ante ; 
p, 323, 'poift. As to restrictive covenants binding the land, see p. 299, antj. 

it) South Eastern Railway v. Assorialed Foiiland Cement Manufacturers 
(1900), Lid., 11910] I VA\. 1*2, C. A., per Farwell, L.J., at p. 33 : compare 
Re Doyle's Estate, 11907] I 1. R. 204, 211. 

(m) South Eaelern Railway \ . Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers 
(1000), Ltd., supra, at pp. 33, 34 ; London and South Western Rail. Co. v. 
Comm (1882), 20 Ch. D, .562, per Jessbl, M.R., at p. 682. 

(a) Worthing Corporation v. Heather, [1906] 2 Oh, 632, 638, 539. 

(o) London and South Western Rail. Co. v. Comm, supra, per .Tesset., 
M R , at p. 681. 

(p) See Oray, Rule again.^^t Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 329, n. 

Iq) Tjondon and South Western Rail, Co. v. Gomm, supra, at p 680 ; see 
Btarcher Brothers v. Duty (1907), 123 American State Reports, 990 

(r) Stocker v. Dean (1852), 16 Beav. 161 ; compare Re Coneins, 
Alexander r. Cross (1886), 30 Ch. D. 203, C. A. (devise, giving an option of 
purchase on death of annuitants). 

(«) South Eastern Railwtyv, Associated PorUnnd Cement Manufacturers 
(1900), Lid,, supra, at p. 33. 

(<) Worthing Corporation v. Heather, supra, 

(u) London and South Western Rail, Co, v. Gomm, supra ; Worthing 
Corporation v. Heather, supra ; Woodall v Hilton, [1005] 2 Ch. 257. C. A. ; 
and see titles Lant^loro and Texan t. Vol Will , p. 3.il ; Sale of 
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sach an option, confined to the lives of the parties and not more 
than twenty-one years after, is valid (a) ; it is not sufficient, 
however, to confine it to the period of continuance of a strict 
settlement, which may last an indefinite period (i). An option 
taken by a railway company may be valid if limited to the 
period within which the company has authority to take land (c). 

An option to arise on any intended sale or other particular 
kind of alienation by the owner, a right of pre-emption or first 
refusal, is subject to the rules (d), and, to bind the land or property, 
must comply with it, unless the right is conferred by statute (e). It 
may be entirely void, even where limited to a proper period, if 
intended merely as a total check on alienation by the owner (/). 

669 . The same rule applies to covenants to reconvey (g) and 
provisoes for repurchase (/i), but not where such a covenant or 
proviso does not express the true nature of the transaction, as 
where the instrument is really a lease (t) or mortgage (A:). 

670 . Such covenants or contracts to grant or renew leases (/) 
of land as do not run with the land are subject to the rule, and 


Land. In Be Adame and Kensington Vestry (IHBi), 27 Cli. D. 394, C. A., 
the option had been exercised without question. 

(а) Lloyd v. Oarevo (1697), Preo. Ch. 72, H. L. ; Marks v. Marks (1718), 
10 Mod. Bep. 419. 

(б) Trevelyan v. Trevelyan (1886), 63 L. T. 853. 

(o) Kempy. South Eastern Bail. Co. (1872), 7 Ch. App. 364 ; London and 
South Western Bail. Co. v. Qomm (1882), 20 Ch. D. 662, 686, C. A. ,* and see 
title Compulsory Purchase op Land and Compensation, Vol. VI., 
pp. 69, 63 et seq. 

{d) London and South Western Bail. Co. v. Qomm, supra, overruling 
Birmingham Carnal Co. v. Cartwright (1879), 11 Ch. D. 421. In Manchester 
Ship Carnal Go. v. Manchester Bavecourse Co., [1901] 2 Ch. 37, C. A., however, 
the Court of Appeal held that an agreement conferring such a right did 
not create an interest in the land in that case. CoUison v. Lettsom (1815), 
6 Taunt. 224, was an action for damages on a covenant giving such an 
option in a lease for twenty-eight years. 

(«) The statutory right conferred by the Lands Clauses Consolidation 
Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 18), s. 128, is unlimited ; see title Compdlsotiy 
Purchase op Land and Compensation, Vol. VI., p. 28 ; Manchester Ship 
Canal Co. v. Manchester Bacecourse Co., [1900] 2 Ch. 352 ; affirmed, [1901] 
2 Ch. 37, C. A. 

if) Be Bosher, Bosher v. Bosher (1884), 26 Ch. D. 801; compare Be 
Ihwdale, Dugdale y. Dugdale (1888), 38 Ch. D. 176; and see title Gifts, 
V^ XV., pp. 422. 423. 

Ig) London and South Western Bail. Co. v. Qomm, supra ; Trevelyan v. 
Trevelyan, supra. 

{h) Be TyrreWs Estate, [1907] 1 I. B. 292, C. A., overruling Switzer 
dt Co. y. Eochford, [1906] 1 I. B. 399 ; see Be Donoughmore*s (Earl) 
Estate, [1911] 1 I. B. 211 (redemption of rentcharges) ; Northumberland 
(Duke) y. Percy, [1893] 1 Ch. 298 (where the power to redeem was in fact 
severable). 

(t) District Land Begistrar v. Kauri Timber Co. (1902), 22 New Zealand 
Law Beports, 260, C. A. 

(k) As to mortgages, see p. 362, post ; and see title Mortoaob, Vol. XXL, 
pp. 72, 139 ; and, as to siimng funds, see Gray, Buie against Perpetuities, 
c. xvi. 

(0 See MvUw t. Trafford, [1901] 1 Ch. 64, 61; title Landlord and 
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therefore, If the grant is to be at a remote period, or the term of 
the lease cannot be ascertained until a remote period, the interest 
in the land created by the covenant is void (m). 

671. The articles of association of a company under the Com- 
panies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 («). take effect by way of contract 
between the members ; and, accordingly, provisions in such articles 
restricting transfers of shares and enabling the directors to call 
for a transfer from a shareholder (o), or subjecting the shares of 
any shareholder to a lien for debts due to the company to arise at 
any time while he is registered as shareholder (p), are valid. 

Sub-Sect. 5 . — PoMthle ExtenaioM of the Rule, 

672. As to the application of the rule to other interests, or in 
new eases and circumstances, it has been said that the rang^e of 
interests to which the rule applies may be extended from time to 
time as the necessity arises (5), and that the court ])roceed8 on 
the principle that the rule is to be applied where no other sufficient 
protection against remoteness is attainable (?*)• 

Sect. 8. — Interests to which the little does not Apply, 

Sub -Sect. 1. — Present Inierfsts and Vested Future InU rests, 

673. Certain perpetual interests are sometimes described as 
exceptions to the rule against perpetuities; it is perhaps more 
correct to say that, when they are created in prascnti, the rule has 
no application to them (»). 

Examples of such interests are — easements and jirojits d 
prendre (t) ; rentcharges and other similar interests in land lasting 
indefinitely and all remedies to enforce them (/) ; covenants and 


Tenant, Vol. XVIII., p. 463 ; and, as to covenants running with the 
land, see note (n), p. 323, post 

(m) Hope V. Gloucester Corporation (1805), 7 De G. M. & G. 647, C. A. ; 
Redington v. Browne (1893), 32 L. R. Ir. 347 ; see A,-Q. v. Qreenhill (1863), 
33 Bcav. 193 ; A,-G, v, Catherine Hall {Master etc.) (1820), Jac. 381, 395 (a 
devise, with a condition that the rent should remain unaltered). As to the 
interesse termini on an actual ipant to a living person, see p. 316, ante. 

(n) 8 Edw. 7, 0. 69 ; see title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 1 et seq. As to 
debentures, see p. 364, post 

(0) Borland's Trustee v. Steel Brothers <fc Co., Ltd., [1901] 1 Ch. 279 ; 
compare A.-G. v. Jameson, [1904] 2 I. R. 644, 669, 679, 691 ; [1905] 2 I. E. 
218, 225, 236, C. A. 

ip) See New London and Brazilian Bank v. BroMehank (1882), 21 Ch. D. 
302, C. A. ; Bradford Banking Go. v. Briggs (1886), 12 App. Cas. 29 ; compare 
Bearden v. Provincial Bank of Ireland, [1896] 1 1. R. 532. 

(7) See Be Hollis' Hospital {Trustees) and Hague' a Contract, [1899] 2 Ch. 
540, pet Btrke, J., at p. 652 (common law condition). 

(r) Re Ashforih, Sibl^ v. Ashfortk, [1906] 1 Ch. 536, per Farwell, J., 
at p. 545 (legal contingent remainder) ; see Challis, Real Property. 3rd ed., 
pp. 207 — 217 ; Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., pp. 376 — 376, where the cases 
in this note and note (7), supra, are criticisea ; compare y. Cummins 
(1895), [1906] 1 I. R. 406. 

{s) As to exceptions arising from the lex loei situs, see p. 312, ants, 

(1) As to these interests, sec p. 299, ante. 
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eonditions binding land at law (u) or in equity (v) ; oustomary 
rights {k) ; eharities (ic) ; and interests held by corj^rations (w). 

674. All vested (a) interests are also outside the rule, even where 
they come into possession at any time in futuro (b). 

Sub-Skct. 2 . — Certain Deetructibh IntereetM^ 

(i.) In OeueraL 

675. Certain estates or interests which would otherwise be too 
remote are not considered as such, on account of their destructi- 
bility at the will of the owner of another estate to whom the right 
to destroy them is given by operation of law (r). 

The mere fact of destructibility by the owner himself is not 
suflScient to prevent an estate or interest from being too remote (c?) ; 
a right in a living person to an interest whicli may vest at a time 
beyond the legal limit is not made valid by the fact that the person 
in whose favour it is made may release it (r). 

(ii.) Limitations De/iastble by Disentail, 

676. Limitations taking effect on the determination or in 


(u) Muller v. Trafford, f 1901] 1 Ch. 54, 60 ; see p. 300, ante. The exception 
is statutory; see stat. (1540) 32 Hen. 8, c. 34. In a lease, therefore, condi- 
tions as between landlord and tenant in defeasance of the term are not 
invalid under the rule {lie TyrrelVs Estate^ 11907] 1 I. R. 292, C. A., per 
Walker, L.C., at p. 298). As to the remarks of Duller, J., in Eoe d. Hunter 
V. Galliere ( 1787), 2 Term Rep. 133, in reference to covenants against assign- 
ment, see Challis, Real Property, 3rd ed., p. 186. Covenants for the renewal 
of a lease to the tenant for the time being are valid under the rule (Pollock 
V, Booth (18751 9 I. R. Eq, 229, 607, C. A. ; Hare v, Burges (1857), 4 K. & J, 
45, per Page Wood, V.-C., at p. 57 ; see He TyirelVs Estate, supra ; London 
and South Western Rail. Co. v. Oomm (1882), 20 Ch. D. 562, 579, C. A. ; 
Bridges V. Hitchcock (1715), 5 Bro. Pari. Cas. 6). The fact that the covenant 
is for renewal on notice only does not appear to affect the present chara<iter 
of the right ; but see 42 Sol. Jo. 628. The court, however, leans against 
perpetual renewal unless the covenant is clear ; see title Landlord and 
TENANT, Vol. XVIII., pp. 458, 461, 463. As to invalid covenants for 
renewal or grant of leases, see p. 321, ante, 

(v) See p. 299, ante, 

(lo) See p. 300, ante. As to future gifts to charities, see p. 329, post. 

(a) As to the meaning of ** vested,” see p. 304, ante, 

(b) E.g., vested remainders and reversions. As to these interests, see 
title Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(c) Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p, 164, defining perpetuity (see p. 301, 
ante); explained in Re Ash forth, Sibley v. Ash forth, [1905] 1 Ch. 535, per 
Farwell, j., at p. 544, by reference to remainders after an estate tail. As 
to mortgages, see, further, p. 362, post. 

(d) Cochrane v. Cochrane (1883), 11 L. R. Ir. 361, 368. 

(e) Be Hargreaves, Midgley v. Talley (1890), 43 Ch. D. 401, C. A. ; 
and see London and Souin Western Bail, Co. v. Oomm, supra, per 
Kat, j., at p. 672 ; Sanders on Uses and Trusts, 5th ed., p. 503. Avern 
V. Lloyd (1868), L. R. 5£q. 383, and Birmingham Canal Co. v. Cartwright 
(1879), 11 Ch. D. 421, must be considered overruled ; as must also the 
remarks of Lord BROUonAM,L.C., in Keppell v. Bailey (1834), 2 My. & K. 
617, at p. 527, in so far as they depend on the contrary principle ; compare 
ChaUiSi Real Property, 3rd eo., p. 184* 
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defeasance of an estate tail, itself validly created, are not considered 
too remote, because of the right of the tenant in tail at common 
law, and now by statute, to destroy such limitations by barring the 
entail (/). 

Accordingly, a charge of a specific sum (g), a power of appoint- 
ment (h), and a term of years to secure contingent legacies (i),to arise, 
upon the contingency of failure of issue in tail, in favour of persons 
ascertainable on or before such failure of issue, are valid ; and 
similarly a gift may be made to a class of issue to be ascertained 
at the determination of the estate tail, whether the gift is direct, or 
is to a trustee for the class, or upon trust to sell and divide the 
produce among the class (/c). 

Limitations in defeasance of an estate tail, which in their 
nature must take effect during the continuance of the estate 
tail, need not be confined to any limit of time : names and 
arms clauses and shifting clauses operating on the succession 
to family estates are valid though extended to all the issue in 
tail(/). 

The exception, however, only applies to such limitations as can 
be barred by a tenant in tail ; estates and interests prior to the 
estate tail and estates not arising on the determination or in 


(/) NicolU V. Sheffield fl787), 2 Bro. C. C. 215; Benhman v. Pearse 
(1871), 7 Cli. App. 275 ; Van OruUenY, Foxwell, Forujell v. Van Orutten, 
[1897] A. C. 668, fer Lord Macnaciiten, at p. 679 ; Lewis, Law of 
Perpetuity, p. 664 ; and see Jack d. Wesihy v. Fetherstone (1829), 2 Hud. 
& B. 320 ; Cole v. Sewell (1848), 2 H. L. Gas. 186 (where limitationB In 
general default of issue took effect as contingent remainders after estates 
tail and were not too remote). The barrable nature of estates tail renders 
them free from objection notwithstanding the possible infancy of tenants 
in tail {Ee Stamford and Warrington (Earl), Payne v. Chrey, [1912] 1 Ch. 
343, 355, 300, C. A.). As to estates tail, see title Beal Peopertt and 
Chattels Beal. 

(g) Faulkner v, Daniel (1843) 3 Hare, 199. 

(A) Bandon (Earl) v, Moreland, [1910] 1 I. B. 220, 227. 

(i) Morse v. Ormonde (Marquie) (1820), 6 Madd. 99 ; Goodwin v. Clark 
(1661), \ Lev. 35 ; sub nom. Qoodiar v. Clark (1663), 1 Sid. 102. 

(k) Ueasman v. Pcarse (1871), 7 Ch. App. 276, where James, L.J., 
said, at pp. 282, 283 ; “ Ho limitation after estates tail is . . . too 
remote ; and it appears to us clear that whether the limitation be 
directly to a class of issue to be ascertained at the determination of the 
estate tail, or a gift to a trustee for such class, or upon trust to convey to 
such class, or to sell and to divide the proceeds amon wt such class, is wholly 
immaterial, if the legal and beneficial interests should be both ascertainable 
at the moment of the determination of the estate fail ’* ; and see Doe d. 
Winter v. Perratt (1843), 9 Cl. & Fin. 606, H. L. ; Ooodier v. Edmunds, 
[1893] 3 Ch. 465, nor Stirling, J., at p. 462; Ee Haygarth, Wickham v. 
Holmes, [1912] 1 Ch. 510, 518. 

(l) St. George v. St. George (1767), Gilbert on Uses and Trusts (by 
Sugden), p. 157, H, L.; Nicolls v. Sheffield (1787), 2 Bro. C. C. 215; 
Doe d. Heneage v. Heneage (1790), 4 Term Bep. 13 ; Carr v. ErroU (Earl) 
(1805), 6 East, 58; Harrison v. Bound (1852), 2 De G. M. & G. 190, 
201; Ee Stamford and Warrington (Earl), Payne v. Grey, supra, per 
Fletcher Moulton, L.J., at p. 363 ; compare Stanley v. SiafUey (1809), 
16 Yes. 491 ; Bennett v. Bennett (1864), 2 Drew. & Sm. 266 ; see, aooora- 
ingly, Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. XIII., pp. 622, 626. 
It was at one time the practice to confine these clauses within lives io 
being ; see Butler’s note to Co. Litt. 327 a. 
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defeasance of the estate tail (m) are not protected from becoming Saor. 8, 
void under the rule (n). Interests 

The exception has not been held to protect any limitation which tovWdiflie 
cannot vest until a time after the natural determination of the 
estate tail, or is to vest on a possibly remote contingent event which App ly, 

may not happen during the continuance of the estate tail and LimitationB 
operate in defeasance of it(o). A limitation, after an estate in tail not protected, 
female or in tail male, on general failure of issue of the progenitor 
of the issue in tail, is void (p), except where it is, and takes effect 
as, a valid legal contingent remainder (g). 


(m) Fines and Recoveries Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 74), s. 15 ; and see 
Doe d. Lumley v. Scarborough {Earl) (1836), 3 Ad. &E1. 2, 897, Ex. Ch. ; 
explained in Milhank v. Fane, [1893] 3 Cb. 79, C. A. ; and, as to the effect 
of disentail, see, generally, title Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(n) Case v. Drosier (1839), 6 & CJr. 246 ; Soarishrick v, Skelmereddle 

(1850), 17 Sim. 187 ; Flayer v. Bankes (1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 115 ; Sykes v. 
Sykes (1871), L. R. 13 Eq. 56. The decision in the latter case has been 
criticised (see Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., ss. 469—472 ; but 
see Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., p. 315, note (z) ). 

(o) Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 669 ; Powell, Devises (Jarman's ed ), 
p. 408; Marsden, Rule against Perpetuities, p. 147; see Hartopp v. 
Carbery (Lord) (1819), cited in 1 Sanders on Uses and Trusts, 5th ed., p. 205, 
which was a case of a limitation by way of use to arise after failure of issue 
not taking any estate in the settled property ; it was held by the Court of 
King’s Bench in Ireland that the limitation was void for remoteness. 
L wis. Law of Perpetuity, p. 669, gives, as an example of the first kind of 
limitation mentioned in the text, supra, one to A. and the heirs of his 
body, and, after the expiration of two years from failure of the issue of A., 
to B. and his heirs. With regard to the second kind of limitation, doubts 
have been expressed whether these limitations are wholly invalid, or 
inva^d only so far as they may be capable of arising after the determina- 
tion of the estate tail ; it is contended by those who take the latter view 
that the limitations might take effect as an executory limitation of the 
fee simple in the event of the happening of the contingency prior to the 
exhaustion of the estate tail without the estate tail being barred (Lewis, 
Law of Perpetuity, p. 672 ; Marsden, Rule against Perpetuities, p. 147). 
In Be Haygarih, Wickham v. HolmeSy [1912] 1 Ch. 510, the vesting of the 
limitation was confined to a proper period. 

(p) Bristow V. Boothby (1826), 2 Sim. & St. 465 (affirmed (1829) by Lord 
Ltndhurst, L.C.: see 3 My. & Cr. 151 ). Most of the oases of this class have 
been cases of devises by will of a reversion expectant upon an estate tail 
to which a testator was entitled under his marriage settlement or other 
instrument. In such cases, where the devise is expressed to take effect 
upon failure of issue, it is bad for remoteness unless the issue referred 
to in the devise can be construed to be the same as the issue inheritable 
under the entail. The court leans to that construction ; but it is a question 
of construction in every case. The issue contemplated by the devise and 
the entail were held to be the same in Badger v. lAwd (1700), ) Ld. Raym. 
523 ; Lytton v. Lytton (1793), 4 Bro. C. C. 441 ; Egerton v. Jones (1830), 
3 Sim. 409 ; Eno v. Eno (1847), 6 Hare, 171 ; Lewis v. Ten^ler (1864), 
33 Beav. 625 ; compare Morse v. Ormonde (Lord) (1826), 1 Russ. 382 (a 
remainder) ; Sanford v, Irhy (1828), 3 B. 5c Aid. 654 ; EUieombe v. Chmperlz 
(1837), 3 My. 5c Cr. 127. In the following cases it was held that the issue 
contemplate in the devise were not the same as the issue inhentable in 
the entail, and the devises were consequently bad for remoteness:— 
Lanesborough (Lady) v. Fox (1733), Cas. ten^, Talb. 262; Bankes v. 
Holme (1891), 1 Russ. 394, n., H. L. ; Jones v. Morgan (1774), 3 Bro. Pari. 
Cas. 323. As to estates tail implied from gift over on failure of issue, 
see title Wills. 

(g) See note (1), p. 314, ante. 
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677. Similar considerations apply to trusts and powers given to 
trustees on a strict settlement of real estate ; if these trusts and 
powers are barrable by a disentail, they may be limited to continue 
throughout the estate' tail and to be exercised on the failure of issue 
in tail (r). On the other band, trusts which, though limited after 
an estate tail, are annexed to unbarrable prior limitations, as in 
the case of a minority clause providing for entry and receipt of 
rents by trustees during the minority of equitable tenants in 
tail («), must be confined to the perpetuity period (t) ; it is 
immaterial what is the destination of the fund derived under the 
trust (tt). 

(iii.) Trusts Defeasible hj Deiiejiciaries whose Jnieresis must Vest within 
the Peipetuity Period. 

678. A trust is determinable by beneficiaries, apart from dis- 
abilities on their part (v), when all the beneficial interests become 
vested (a). Accordingly, a trust, which is necessarily so determin- 


(r) BiMle v. Perkins (1829), 4 Sim. 136; Wallis v. Freestone (1839), 
10 Sim. 226 ; Briggs v. Oxford {Earl) (1862), 1 De G. M. & G. 363, C. A. ; 
Lrmtshery Collier (1856), 2 K. & J. 709 ; Be Stamford and Warrington 
(Earl)t Payne v. Grey, [19i2] 1 Ch. 343, C. A. ; see, further, p. 362, 'post 

(s) See Marshall v. Holloway (1820), 2 Swan. 432 ; Re Stamford and 
Warrington {Earl), Payne v. Grey, [1911] 1 Ch. 266, per Warrington, J., 
at p. 267. 

(() Lade v. Eolford (1763), 1 Wm. Bl. 428 (see Gray, Kule against 
Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 464, note (2)) ; Browne y, Stoughton {IS4:6), 14 
Sim. 369 ; svb nom. Browne v. Houghton, 16 L. J. (ch.) 391 ; Turvin 
V. JVetecome (1866), 3 K. & J. 16; Re Stamford and Warrington {Earl), 
Payne v. Grey, supra, per Warrington, J. ; reversed [1912] 1 Ch. 343, C. A., 
on the gi ound that no legal estate in the trustees anterior to the estate 
tail was to be implied ; see Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, Supplement, p. 176; 
Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 372 ; 3 Jur. (n. s.). Part 2, 
181 ; 27 Law Quarterly Review, p. 166. In Scai'isbrick v. Skelmersdale, 
(1860), 17 Sim. 187 (see Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., 
B. 467, note (5)), and Floyer v. Bankes (1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 116, similar 
powers were attached to a term prior to the estate tail, and were held void. 
In Crosse v. Glennie (1843), 2 Y. & C. Ch. Cas. 237, the question was not 
argued; see Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 466. The 
statutory minority clause in the Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 
1881 (44 & 46 Vict. c. 41), r. 42 (see title Infants and CmLDRRN, Vol. 
XVII., p. 87), is not subject to the limit imposed by the rule (see note {k), 
p. 300, ante), and confers powers wider than could be created by deed or by 
will, since it extends over the minority of a tenant in tail by descent, 
which in a deed or will would ordinarily be void (see Encyclopsedia of 
Forms and Precedents, Vol. Xlll., p. 236, and the form given, ibid,, p. 327 ; 
compare Re Glover, [1899] 1 I. R. 337 ; Re Cowley, [1901] I Ch. 38). 

(«) Browne v. Stoughton, supra, per Shad well, V.-C., at p. 378 ; Re 
Stamford and Warrington (Earl), Payne v. Grey, [1911] 1 Ch. 266, 276. 
In Marshall v. Holloway, supra. Lord Eldon, L.C., held that, although 
tlie destination of the accumulated fund was not too remote, being hdd 
on the same trusts as those of the testator’s personiJ estate, which were 
valid, yet the gift of the accumulated fund was void, because the 
accumtuation which was a condition precedent to the gift might extend 
beyond the perpetuity period; see Gray, Rule agamst Perpetuities, 
2nd ed., s. 674; Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., 313, note (r). 

(v) Such disabilities are ignored in questions of perpetuity; see noto(m)| 
p. 304, ants, 

(a) See titlo T14USTS anp 
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able within the perpetuity period, is not obnoxious to the rule on s. 

the ground that it may continue for an indefinite period (b). interests 

The contingency on which the trust arises must, however, be towMchthe 
such as will necessarily occur within the perpetuity period (c) ; and R^e does 
the mere possibility of the trust being so determined is not Apply, 
sufficient (d). 

A trust for accumulation for any period for the benefit of any Accumulation 
person is not therefore invalid if the person has a vested interest, » ^rtiou- 
in which case he is not bound to wait until the expiration of the fixed 
period, but may stop the accumulation and require payment the 
moment he is competent to give a valid discharge (/?) ; and this is 
so in the case of trusts for accumulation for charities ( f ) ; but this 
is not the case where the interest of the person or charity in the 
accumulated sums is not absolute and free from conditions precedent 
extending beyond the perpetuity period (f/). 

(iv.) l^'oiisions for Baf^tnq DehU and fnrumhrances. 

679. A trust of the income of any property to be accumulated Trusts lo pay 
or applied for the purpose of paying incumbrances or debts of the 
settlor or testator or of any other person, or any similar provision 
for such debts or incumbrances, where the accumulation for a 
period invalid under the rule is not made a condition precedent to 
the employment of the property for that purpose, is not invalid, 
although it may last for an indefinite period (/t). 

(b) Silvester v. Bradley (1842), 13 Sim. 75; OMie v. Brown (1859), 4 De 
G. & J. 179, C. A. ; Longfield v. Bantry (1885), 16 L. R. Ir. 101, following 
(and citing) Clements v. Leitrim (Earl), otherwise unreported; and as to 
trusts lor sale, see lie Tweedie and Miles (1884), 27 Ch. D. 315; Be 
Douglas and FowelVs Contract, [1902] 2 Ch. 296, 313. In Treqonwell v. 

Sydenham (1816), 3 Dow, 194, H. L., where a trust was declared of a 
term to accumulate the rents of the one estate to raise a certain sum and 
from time to time, as sums of £2,500 were raised, to invest in land to bo 
settled on the person then in possession of another estate, the beneficial 
interest was held to result to the heir-at-law ; but the term was hold lo be 
well created, and, apparently, the administrative trusts of the term also, 
the heir being entitled until the total sum w as raised ; compare Smith v. 
Cuninghame{lSS4^), 13 L. R. Ir. 480 (where the trust was not determinable). 

(c) See p. 317, ante. 

(d) Cochrane v. Cochrane (1883), 11 L. R. Ir. 361. 

(e) Saunders v. Vautier (1841), Cr. & Ph. 240 ; Gosling v. Gosling (1859), 

John. 265 ; Coventry v. Coventry (1865), 2 Drew. & Sm. 470; and compare 
Be Couturier, Couturier v. SJ^ea, [1907] 1 Ch. 470 ; Smidmore v. Makinson 
(1908), 6 Commonwealth Law Reports, 243; and see titles Executors 
AND Administrators, Vol. XIV., p. 264 ; Trusts and Trustees ; and 
compare note (p), p. 339, post 

if) Wharton v. Masterman, [1895] A. C. 186 ; Be Swain, Monckfon v. 

Hands, [1905] 1 Ch. 669, C. A. ; and see title Charities, VoL IV., p, 157. 

(g) Marshall v, Holloway (IS20), 2 Swan. 432 (see note (a), p. 326, ante ) ; 

Smith V. Cuninghame (1884). 13 L. R. Ir. 480; Trustees, Executors, and 
Agency Co. v. Rash (1908), 28 New Zealand Law Reports, 117. 

(h) Southampton (Lord) v. Hertford (Marquis) (1813), 2 Ves. & B. 54, 6.7, 
followed in Be Stamford and Warrington (Earl), Payne v. Grey, [1912] 1 Ch. 

343, 355, C. A. ; Bacon v. Proctor (1822), Turn. & R. 31 (where Graham, B., 
grounded his decision on the reason that the enjoyment, not the property, 
was tied up, and the estate vested in the same manner as if the testator 
had created a term for payment of his debts) ; Baieman v. Hotehkin (1847), 

10 Beav. 426. In Be Stamford and Warrington (Earl), Payne v. Grey, [1911] 
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Pjbrpbtxtities. 

The same rule appears to apply to provisions for indemnity or 
exoneration (t). 

A trust for payment of debts does not in general prevent the 
vesting of interests created subject to the trust (j ) ; and such 
interests will be vested in spite of a declaration that the beneficiaries 
are not to be entitled until the debts are paid (k) ; but, where the 
directions of the will suspend all vesting until payment of the debts 
or until the fund is equal to the debts, the interests so suspended 
are invalid (0- 

In a will, provision may be made for payment of a legacy to an 
existing person or persons ascertainable within the perpetuity period 


1 Ch. 255, Wabbikgtok, J., at p. 276, said that all that these two last cases 
(Bacon v. Proctor (1822), Turn. & R. 31, and Bateman v. Hotchkim (1847), 
10 Beav. 426) decided was that where the purpose of a trust for accumula- 
tion, not in itself obnoxious to the rule against perpetuities, was the pay- 
ment of charges on the estate the rents of which were being accumulated, 
that was a legal purpose. In Briggs v. Oxford (Earl) (1852), 1 De G. M. & G. 
363, C. A., a power to cut timber and apply the proceeds towards payment 
of incumbrances was held good on the ^ound that it could be barred by 
the tenant in tail, and also, by Lord Cbanwobth, L.J., on the ground 
that the contract between the parties that an incumbrance should be 
liquidated in a particular mode might extend over any time. The reason 
which is most easily understood for this exception from the application of 
the rule is that such trusts are not against public policy and are destructible 
on payment of the debts by thu benenciaries entitled subject thereto, 
whose interests are treated as vested ; see Tewartv, Lawson (1874), L. R. 
18 Eq. 490 ; Norton v. Johnstone (1885], 30 Ch. D. 649 ; Be Stamford cmd 
Warrington (Earl), Bayne v. Orey, [1912] 1 Ch. 343, C. A., per Fabwell, 
L.J., at n. 368 (where the reason of the validity of such trust is stated). 
In Scarisorick v. Skelmersdale (1850), 17 Sim. 187, a trust for accumula- 
tion to pay debts was held void, the trust to pay debts out of the proceeds 
arising only at the end of the void period. See also p. 376, post. 

(i) in Massy v. O'Dell (1859), 10 I. Ch. R. 22, a trust of lands conveyed 
by deed to indemnify a purchaser of other lands from certain rents was 
held valid on the analogy of trusts for payment of debts ; the case is 
doubted, however, by Gray, Rule against rerpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 417. 
In Morl^nd v. Oook (1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 252, as explained in Austerherry v. 
Oldham Corporation (1885), 29 Ch. D. 750, C. A., a covenant, made by 
co-owners on partition, for repair of a sea wall and charging their respective 
parts of the expenses on the lands allotted to them by way of rentcharge, 
was held valid without discussion on the point of perpetuity. In Cassa^ 
major v. Strode (1821), Jac. 630, affirming S. C. (1819), 2 Swan. 347, a trust 
deed of indemnity against a perpetum rentcharge was also held valid 
without discussion of any question of perpetuity ; and see Encyclopaedia 
of Forms and Precedents, Yol. VI., p. 487. As to rentcharges, see title 
Rbntchabgbs abd Annuities. 

(;) Marshal v. EoUoway (1820), 2 Swan. 432, per Lord Eldon, L.C., at 
p. 446; Bacon v. Proctor (1822), Turn. & R. 31 ; and see Carter v. 
Bamadision (1718), 1 P. Wms. 505; Bennett v. Wyndham (1857), 23 
Beav. 521. 

(k) Tewart v. Lawson, supra; compare Collier v. WaV^s (1873), L. R. 
17 £q. 252, and Strong v. TeaU (1760), 2 Burr. 901 (estates declared in 
lands unsold under trust for sale to pay debts), affirmed Teatt v. Strong 
(1760), 3 Bro. Pari. Cas. 219. 

(Z) Bagshaw v. Spencer (1748), 1 Ves. Sen. 142, per Lord Habdwickb, 
L.C., at p. 144; Be Bewick, Byle v. Byle, [1911] 1 Ch. 116 (trust to pay 
debts) ; Ttewari v. Lawson, supra, per Hall, V.-C., at p. 495 (trust to 
raise funds equal in amount to debts) ; Girard T)ust Co. v. Bussell (1910), 
179 Federal Reporter, 446 (trust to raise funds equal in amount to debts 
of a State). 
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by means of a troat for accumulation which may exceed the 
perpetuity period (m), but not where the legacies are only con- 
tingently payable out of accumulations on a remote event (n). 

680. If the debts or incumbrances are paid otherwise than 
under the trust fore accumulation, as by the creditors enforcing 
their rights against the estate to be paid in a different way, or 
being paid off in administration by the court, any express or 
implied right in any beneficiary to have the estate administered and 
the accumulation continued, so as to recoup him, must be confined 
to the proper period (o). 

Sub-Sect. 8 . — Ctrtaiu Charitable Gifts arising in futuro. 

681. A gift over, on a possibly too remote event, from one 
charity to another has been held to be not invalid under the rule 
if the gift to the first charity is valid under the rule (p). 


(m) WUliamB v. Lewis (1859), 6 H. L. Cas. 1013 ; Oddie v. Brown (1859), 
4 De G. & J. 179, G. A. ; see also Bateman v. Eotchkin (1847), 10 Bcav. 
426. 

(n) Smith V. Cuninahame 13 L. B. Ir. 480, distinguishing Williams 

V. Lewis, supra ; Oddie v. Brown, supra. In Smith v. Ciininghame, supra, 
at p. 486, Chatterton, V.-O., explains WiUiams v. Lewis, supra, as being 
a case of “nothing more than a charge of £600 and a term to secure it : 
which was clearly free from objection for remoteness.” 

(o) As to such rights, see Tewart v. Lawson (1871), L. B. 18 £q. 400, 
applied in Be Heathcote, Beathcote v. Trench, [1904] 1 Oh. 826 (a decision 
under the Thellusson Act ; see p. *XJ0, post) ; Notion v. Johnstone (1885), 
30 Ch. D. 649 ; Be Oreen, Baldock v. Oreen (1888), 40 Ch. D. 610 (where 
no such right was implied); and see pp. 376, 377, post. In Biggar v. 
Eastwood (1886), 19 L. B. Ir. 49, C. A. ; Be Beathcote, Beathcote v. Trench, 
supra; and Be Webster, Thompson v. Thompson (1910), 102 L. T. 905, 907, 
the right of recoupment was expressly or impliedly given and was confined 
to the period proper in each case. 

(p) Chrisfs Bospital v. Grainger (1849), 1 Mac. & G. 460; Be Tyler, 
Tyler v. Tyler, [1891] 3 Ch. 252, C. A. The old case of St. Bartholomew 
{Prior) V. St. PauVs (Dean and Chapter) (1537), 1 Dyer, fol. 33, pi. 12, is to 
the contrary, but was prior to the recognition of executory limita- 
tions ; see Gray, Buie against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 124, note 5 ; Lewis, 
Law of Perpetuity, pp. 77, 78. In London Corporation v. Alford (1640), 
Cro. Car. 576, such a gift over was held void under the old doctrine 
against a possibility upon a possibility ; see note (g), p. 364, post. In 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Paris v. A.-G. (1826), 3 
Buss. 142, there was a gift to a charity, where the fund could not be imme- 
diately applied to the purpose, and a subsequently expressed gift to another 
charity pending the application of the fund to the first charity ; the ques- 
tion of me rule against perpetuities was not discussed, and perhaps did 
not in fact arise. As to such immediate gifts to ch^ties, where the 
particular application of the fund may not of necessity take effect within 
any assignable limit of time or may never take effect at all except on 
uncertain events, see title Charities, Vol. IV., pp. 157, 175. In Chrisfs 
HospUdl V. Grainger, supra, the event upon which the gift over was to 
take effect was neglect for one year by the trustee to penorm the charit- 
able directions contained in the will in favour of the first charity ; the 
ratio decidendi (S. C., 1 Mac. & G. 464, and, in the court below (1848), 16 
8im. 83, 100) was that ^e property was not less alienable on account of 
the gift over ; thfa is not now considered a sufficient reason (London and 
BouSi Western l^il. Co. v. Gomm (1882), 20 Ch. D. 562, C. A. ; Be Hargreaves, 
Midgleyy. TaUey (1890), 43 Ch. D. 401, 406, C. A.). In Be Tyler, Tyler v. 
Tyler, supra, the event upon which the gift over was to take effect was 
failure to keep the testator’s family vault m good repair and rebuild when 
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Future gifts to charities are in other respecte subject to the rule, 
as are gifts over to persons after gifts to charities (q)^ 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Jniereata under Common Law Aeeurancee* 

682. Legal estates and interests created by common law assur- 
ances and not derived under the operation of tne Statute of Uses (r) 
were until recently considered to be exempt from the rule. But 
modern decisions have departed from this in certain cases in rela- 
tion to common law conditions and some contingent remainders («). 


it should require ; the question was whether the first charity was bound by 
the condition, not whether the gift over was valid, but the decision went 
on this ground. This decision has been severely criticised by text-writers ; 
see Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., pp. 212, note (g), 280, note (u) ; Juridical 
Review, July, 1906 ; Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed,, ss. 603c, 
603d. It is to be observed that in Be Tyler, Tyler v. Tyler, [1891] 3 Ch. 
352, C. A., the court pointed out that a trust or power to apply part of the 
money to the repair of the vault would probably have oeen void, but 
held that a condition merely creating a perpetual inducement to do what 
was a lawful act was not void. A case resting upon such a fine distinction 
will probably not be incautiously applied or extended ; see Be Bowen, 
Lloyd PhilUpe v. Davie, [1893] 2 Ch. 491, whore Stirltsg, J., at p. 494, 
said : “ The principle of these decisions [i.e., ChrieVe Hoepital v. Cfrainger 
(1849), 1 Mac. dc G. 460, and Be Tyler, Tyler v. Tyler, 8Uj>ra] does not 
extend in my opinion to cases where (1) an immediate gift in favour 
of individuals is followed by an executory gift in favour of a charity, or (2) 
an immediate gift in favour of a charity is followed by an executory 
gift in favour of private individuals.** Compare CharitahU Donatione 
and Bequeete (Commissioners) v. De Clifford (Baroness) (1841), I Dr. & 
War. 245, per Sugden, L.C., at p. 254 ; Worthinq Corporation v. Heather, 
[1906] 2 Ch. 632 ; Be Baillie, Faithful v. Sydney Industrial Blind 
Institution (1907), 7 New South Wales State Reports, 266. The principle 
of Christ's Hospital v. Grainger, supra, further does not apply where an 
immediate gift in favour of a charity is followed by an executory gift over 
to such purposes as a charity or public body shall direct (Be Friends' Free 
School, Clibbom v. O'Brien, [1909] 2 Ch. 675 ; Be Da Costa, Clarke v. 
Church ofBngland Collegiate School of St. Peter, [1912] 1 Ch. 337) ; see also 
Be Beard's Trusts, BuUen v. Harris, [1904] 1 Ch. 270 (where on construc- 
tion it was held that there had been no forfeiture imder the ^ift over) ; 
I^wis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 481. There appears to be no sinmar excep- 
tion in the case of a gift to a corporation followed by an executory gift 
over to another corporation ; see Manchester Ship Canal Co. v. Manchester 
Bacecourse Co., [1900] 2 Ch. 352, 360; affirmed, [1901] 2 Ch. 37, C. A. 
(agreement for a perpetual right of pre-emption between two companies). 
It has been held that where a gift to a charity is conditional on the per- 
formance of acts (not relating to the subject-matter of the gift) extending 
to a possibly remote period, the charity is not bound by the condition, 
and is entitled to a clean conveyance, free from the condition, unless there 
is a gift over to another charity (Be Da Costa, Clarke v. Church of England 
OoUegiate School of St. Peter, supra ; Be Tyler, Tyler v. Tyler, supra). As 
regards the ordinary rule that gifts subject to a condition must be 
aocM>ted cum onere, see A.~0. v. Christ's Hospital (1790). 3 Bro. C. C. 165; 
A.-G. V. Christ's Hospital (1830), 1 Russ. &M. 626, 628; Gregg x. Coates, 
Hodgson v. Coates (1856), 23 Beav. 33, 38. 

(q) See title Charities, Vol. IV., p. 175. 

(r) 27 Hen. 8, o. 10. 

(s) A.-G. V. Cummins (1895), [1906] 1 I. R. 406, where Palles, C.B., 
at p. 410, said, but for the Statute of Uses, the rule against perpetuities 
would, until the pr^ent, have had no relation to estates create by deed ; 
and as to other estates would have remained a purely equitable 
doctrine '* ; and see Be Tyrrell's Estate, [1907] 1 I. R. 292, C. A., per 
Waj-ker, L.C., at p. 299; Be Stamford and Warrington (Earl), Payne v. 
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Sub-Sfxt. 6.—ContrftrU, ae IHmling iht Ptrmu 

683. CoBtracts, in so far as they are merely personal, are ont- 
fiide the rule altogether (/). 

SuB-SJiCT. 6. — luUresls ffiren hy Ojteraiiitn vf Law, 

684. Interests given by operation of law(w), for example, result- 
ing uses and trusts (a) ; rights of escheat {h ) ; and such rights of 
reverter as are conferred by operation of law (c), are not subject to 
the rule, 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Certain RhjhU of Eutnj, 

685. Rights of entry (d) or of re-entry in leases (c) necessarily 
incidental to and co-exteiisive with legal estates and interests 

Grey, [1912] 1 Ch. 343, C. A., per Far well, L.J., at p. 366 ; Challis, Real 
Property, 3rd ed., p. 180 ; and as to Crown gi-ants, see note ( p), p. 311, ante. 
In Savill Brothers, Ltd. v. Beihell, [1902] 2 Cli. 623, 540,0. A., an exception 
in a conveyance was held void, if operating at common law, as creating a 
freehold in fuiuro, and if oxicrating under flie Statute of Uses, as inviuid 
under the rule against perpetuities. The converse proposition was stated 
in Thellusson v. Woodford (1799), 4 Vcs. 227, per Bullek, J., at pp. 327, 
328. As to interests under such common law assurances, the common 
law rules of limitation may in general be sufheient protection against 
perpetuity. The rule has recently, however, been extended to certain 
rights of entry on common law conditions and certain legal contingent 
remainders ; see p. 313, ante ; and as to the grunt of incorporeal hcredita- 
ments in futuro by an assurance at common law, see p. 311, ante. As to 
the creation of an interesse termini, see p. 316, ante, 

(() Walsh V. Secretary of State for India (1863), 10 H. L. Cas. 376; 
Witham v. Fane (1883), Challis, Real Property, Appendix V., H. L. ; 
Borland's Trustee v. Steel Brothers db Co,, Ltd,, [1901] 1 Ch. 279 ; Worthing 
Corporation v. Heather, [1906] 2 Ch. 632 ; South Eastern Eailway v. 
Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers (1900), Ltd,, [1910] 1 Ch. 12, 
C. A. ; see Be Stamford and Warrington {Earl), Bayne v. Grey, [1912] I 
Ch. 343, C. A. ; and see p. 319, ante, 

(u) Be Blank's Trusts, Wiaan v. Clinch, [1904] 2 Ch. 767; and as to 
statutory interests, see note (k), p. 300, ante. 

(а) Thus, where a testator makes a charitable trust determinable in 
favour of the poison to whom the property would by law result upon 
failure of the trust, the rule is not infringed {Be Randell, Bandell v. Du on 
(1888), 38 Ch. D. 213 ; Be Blunt's Trusts, Wig’in v. Clinch, supra), 

(б) Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., ss. 204, 205, n. ; see title 
Descent and Distribution, Vol. XI., pp. 23 et seq. 

(c) A,-G, V. Cummins (1895), [1906] 1 I. R. 406 (reverter on a deter- 
minable fee created by a Crown grant). As to reverter on the dissolu- 
tion of a corporation, see Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 621 ; titles Com- 
panies, Vol. V., p. 668; Corporations, Vol. VIII., p. 401 ; De.scp.nt am> 
Distribution, Vol. X 1., p. 25. For examples of statutory rights ot revoi ter 
on failure of a disposition in mortmain, see the School Sites Act, 1841 
(4 & 6 Viet. c. 38), 8. 2 ; A.-G. v. Shadwell, [1910] 1 Ch. 92 ; title Edu- 
cation, Vol. XII., p. 119; Literary and Scientific Institutions Act, 1854 
(17 & ISVict.c. 112), 8. 4; title Literary and Scientific Institutions, 
Vol. XIX., p. 201; and see title Charities, Vol. IV., p. 180, note (m). 
Such rights have statutory validity. 

{d) E,g,, a grant of a rentcharge with a right of entry for satisfying the 
rent in arrear (Real Property Commissioners’ 3rd Report, p. 37 ; Con- 
veyancing Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 6, c. 37), s. 6 ; see p. 299, anU ; title Rent- 
charges AND Annuities), or a condition in a Crown grant determining 
a determinable fee (A.-G. v. Cummins (1895), [1906] I 1. R. 406). 

(a) Be TyrrelVs Estate, [1907] I I. R. 292. C. A., per Walker, L.C.. at 
p. 298 j see note (a), p. 323, ante; and see title Landlord and Tenant, 
Vol. XVIIL, pp. 630 et eeq. 
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which themselves are unaffected by or not obnoxious to the rale, 
are exempt from the rule. 

Sxtb-Sect. 8. — Intereati the Nature of which is a Guarantee against 
Perpetuity, 

686. A limitatioDg v^hich would be void as an executory devise, may 
be valid as a legal contingent remainder limited after life interests 
which must expire within the perpetuity period ; a limitation may 
therefore be preserved from remoteness by the rules of the common 
law that a future limitation shall if possible be construed as a con> 
tingent remainder rather than as an executory devise, and that a 
contingent remainder must be ready to come into possession eo 
inatanti that the particular estate determines (/). 

687. Where the property limited is a term for an existing life or 
for existing lives or for not more than twenty-one years, or other 
interest of finite duration which must necessarily end within the 
perpetuity period, no limitation of that property can be void(<;). 
In creating limitations out of an estate in fee simple, therefore, a 
term of years to cease within the proper limit may be created, and 
interests in that term may be limited, which could not be limited 
in the fee simple itself (fe). 

Sect. 4. — Application of the Rule in OeneraL 
Sub-Sect. 1. — Date from tuhich the Period is Reckoned, 

688. The date from which the perpetuity period is reckoned is 
the date from which the limitation operates as made by a person 
having a power of disposition equivalent to that of ownership (i). 

Thus, for a limitation in a will, the period runs from the testator's 


(/) Jack d. Westby v. Fetherstone (1829), 2 Hud. & B. 320 ; Cole v. Sewell 
(1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 186 : Symee v. Symes, [1896] 1 Cli. 272, 276. As to 
legal contingent remainders, see p. 313, ante, 

(g) Low V. Burron (1734), 3 P. Wms. 262 (lease for three lives. “ Here 
can be no danger of a pe^etuity, for all these estates will determine on the 
expiration of the three lives,” ibid,, per Lord Talbot, L.C., at p. 264) ; 
Wastneye v. Chappell (1714), 3 Bro. Pari. Cas. 60 (lease for three lives) ; 
Cadell V. Palmer (1833), 1 Cl. & Fin. 372, H. L. As to Love v. Windham 
(1670), 1 Lev. 290, see Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, pp. 676, 676. In King 
V, Cotton (1732), 2 P. Wms. 674, no opinion was given by the court. In 
JtJogg V. Mogg (1816), 1 Mer. 664, the rule of cy-prhs was applied to 
limitations of renewable leaseholds held for lives (Lewis, Law of Per- 
petuity, p. 673); see also Saltern v. Saltern (1742), 2 Atk. 376 (limitation 
of lease for lives on failure of issue) ; Butler, note to Feame.. Contingent 
Bemainders, p. 600. 

(li) Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 678; Cadell v. Palmer, supra; see 
Beal Property Commissioners’ 3rd Beport, p. 38, suggesting a legislative 
amendment. 

(i) Bous V. JcMkeon (1886), 29 Ch. D. 621, not following Be PowelVe 
T^te (1869), 30 L. J. (oh.) 188 ; compare Be Flower, Edmorwie v. Edmonds 
(1886), 66 L. J. (ch.) 200; Stuart v. Babington (1891), 27 L. B. Ir. 661. 
in Cooke v. Cooke (1887), 38 Ch. D. 202, an ante-nuptial settlement by an 
infant contained a covenant for the settlement of her real estate. It was 
held that the period should be calculated from the date of this instrument 
and not from the date of the actual conveyance to the uses of the settle* 
meat executed by her on attaining twenty-one. 
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death, and in a deed or non-testamentary instrument from the Sect. 4. 
date of the instrument (k), provided that in each case the testator Applioaticm 
or the grantor or settlor has a full power of disposition by that of the Rule 
kind of instrument, whether as owner or under a general power of ^ QoRoral. 
appointment (I). 

For a limitation in exercise of a special power of appointment the Exercise of 
period runs from the creation of the power, that is to say, from the power, 
death of the testator whose will, or the date of the non-testameiitary 
instrument which, created that power — ^these dates being the times 
from which the appointment operates when regarded as a disposition 
by way of delegation from the creator of the power (m). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Circumatances taken into Account 

689 . The time for ascertaining the facts in applying the rule Time for 
against perpetuities is the date of the death of the testator in the 
case of a limitation by will, and the date of the instrument in the 
case of limitation in a non-testamentary instrument 0?). This is so 
even where the will or instrument creating the limitation is an 
appointment under a power ; thus, in the case of an appointment 
under a power, the time for ascertaining the facts is the time of the 
execution, not of the creation of the power (o). After that date, 

{k) Long v. Blackall (1797), 7 Term Rep. 100 ; Tkellusaon v. Woodford 
(1806). 11 Ves. 112, 138, H. L. ; Cadell v. Palmer (1833). 1 Cl. & Fin. 372, 

H. L. ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 171 ; Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 

2nd ed., s. 231. 

(2) A general power of appointment is where the donee can appoint to 
anyone — a special power, where the objects are conOned to a particular 
class ; see title Powers. The distinction depends upon whether the objects 
are general or special ; it does not depend upon whether the donee can exer- 
cise the power by deed or will, or by will only or by deed only (Stuart v. 

Bnbif^on (1891), 27 L. R. Ir. 661, p«r Chatterton, V.-C., at p. 666) ; soo 
title powers 

(m) Be Thompson, Thompson v. Thompson, [1900] 2 Ch. 199, per 

Joyce, J., at p. 202. “ Where a will is made in exercise of a special power 

of appointment, the qj^uestion whether an estate or interest appointed by it 
be too remote depends upon its distance from the creation, not from the 
exercise of the power** (Tudor, L. C. Real Prop., 4th ed., p. 695 ; 

Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, Supplement, p. 27). As to special powers, see 
p. 366, post ; and 8ee,^nerally, title Powurs. 

(n) Vamderplank v. Kinjg (1843), 3 Hare, 1, per Wigram, V.-C., at p. 17 
(“To determine the validity of a given set of limitations, the will must bo 
applied to the facts of that particular case os they stood at the death of the 
testator, and not as they stood at the date of the will *’) ; Faulkner y, Daniel 
(1843). 3 Hare, 199, 216; Ferrand v. WiUon (1846), 4 Hare, 344, 377 ; 

Dungannon (Lord) v. Smith (1846), 12 Cl. & Fin. 646, H. L. ; Williams v. 

Teale (1847), 6 Hare, 239, per Wigram, V.-C., at p. 261 (in considering 
the validity of limitations in a will, with reference to the state of the tes< a- 
tor*s family, “ the state of the family must be looked to as it existed at the 
time of the death of the testator, and not as it existed at the date of the 
will**) ; Be Mervin, Mervin v. Grossman, [1891] 3 Ch. 197, 204; Lewis, Law 
of Perpetuity, Supplement, pp. 27, 64. 

(o) Appointees under a special power must be persons competent to have 
taken directiy under the need or will creating the power. But “ if the 
appointment is made by will, it does not, owing to the ambulatory naf ure 
of the instrument, take effect until the t^tator*s death, and it follows that 
the persons intended to take under the appointment are not ascertiiined 
until that time ** (Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., p. 318). If a separate sum is 
appointed to each member of the class independently of the others, the 
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regard must, as a general rule(^), be had, not to the events which 
have actually happened, but to the events which might have hap- 
pened. If the limitations are such t^t in a possible event the rules 
as to remoteness would have been infringed, then the limitations 
fail, although in the events which actually happened the legal period 
was not exceeded (q). 

690. In considering the validity of any limitation the court can 
look at evidence of facts existing when the instrument came into 

appointment may be good as to some and bad as to others (Jarman on 
Wills, 6th ed., p. 319). See Peardv, Kekewioh (1852), 15Beav. 166 (a case 
of a devise to A. for life, remainder to A.*s children as he should appoint. 
A. by his will directed the rents to be accumulated until his son B. or other 
sons should attain twenty- three. Direction held not remote as to B., who 
was unborn at date of will but three years of age at date of death of the 
original testator) ; Morgan y. Oronow (ISIS), L. E. 16 Eq. 1 (where the 
fact of the marriage of a daughter affected an appointment) ; Wilkinson 
V. Duncan 0861), 30 Beav. Ill (appointment by will under a special 
power to a class of daughters as and when they should attain twenty- 
four years of age, held valid as to those who attained those years at the 
appointor’s death, and void as to the others) ; compare Von Brockdorff v. 
Malcolm (1885), 30 Ch. D. 172; Be Hnllinan's Trusts, [1904] 1 I. R. 452 
(appointment by will, under special power conferred by settlement, to a 
daughter on attaining twenty-five; appointee was fifteen at date of 
testator’s death ; appointment hold not void for remoteness) ; Be Thomp- 
son, Thompson Y, Thompson, {1906] 2 Ch. 199 (appointment by will, under 
a special power, to C. T. for life and after her death for all her children who 
haa attained or should attain twenly-five if born in testatrix’s lifetime, or 
twenty-one if bom after her decease. Held valid, because at the date of 
testatrix’s decease, it was certain that the persons to take could be ascer- 
tained, their interests vested, and the amount of their shares fixed wifhin 
the perpetuity period) ; see also White v. Stamps Commissioner (1908), 8 
New South Wales State Reports, 287. As to Be Wriaht, Whitworth v. 
Wright, [1906] 2 Ch. 288, the case is said to depend on circumstances not 
reported ; see 23 Law Quarterly Review, p. 9, and Jarman on Wills, 
Cth cd., p. 318, n. 

ip) As regards taking subsequent events into consideration in case of a 
limitation with double aspect, see p. 348, post. 

{q) Be Wilmer's Trusts, Moore v. Wingfield, [1903] 1 Ch. 874, per Buck- 
let, J., at p. 879, approved S. C., [1903] 2 Ch. 411, 422, C. A. (where it was 
held that in the case of a child en ventre sa mhre, as soon as the child is born, 
his life is retrospectively treated as a life in being ; “ the moment the child 
has been born . . . you must treat that event ... for all purposes with 
reference to the rule against perpetuities as having become a fact prior to 
the death of the testatrix ” {ibid., at p. 420) ) ; Jee v. Audley (1787), 1 
Cox, Eq. Cas. 324, 326 (to daughters of A. living at a remote period); 
Proctor V. Bath and Wells (Bishop) (1794), 2 Hy. Bl. 358 (gift over on 
A, having no son bred a clergyman, when A. had no son at all): 
Jlodson V. Ball (1845), 14 Sim. 558 (gift over of child’s share on failure of 
issue during life of child’s husband or wife. Held void, because child’s 
husband or wife might not be born at testator’s death and might survive 
child for more than twenty-one years); Dungannon (Lord) v. Smith (1846), 
12 Cl. & Fin. 646, H. L., per Cresswell, J., at p. 663 (“ Unless it fan 
executory devise] is created in such terms that it cannot vest after ' the 
perpetuity period,’ it is not valid, and subsequent events cannot make 
)t 8o”J; Harding v. Nott (1857). 7 E. & B. 650, 667, 668 (where the 
limitation in fact was capable of taking effect within the perpetuity period ; 
but it was held that that event could not affect the question whemer the 
limitation was in its creation too remote): Be Lawman, DevenishY. Pester, 
j 1895] 2 Ch. 348, 3ff5, 367, C. A. ; Be Beales* SetUemmi, BarreU v. Bealei, 
1 1 9 '6] 1 Ch. 256 (appointment to a class of children who in fact wore aU 
born in the life or the appointor). 
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operation (r), but not at evidence of what actually took place after 
tBat time, or at evidence of opinion or probability of even the 
highest degree (a). Accordingly, no evidence can be given that a 
woman is past child-bearing ; nor does the court draw such an 
inference, however advanced her age (b). 

Sub-Sect, 3. — Daraiion of Limiattons and Poatponemeui 
of Enjoyment, 

691. The rule against perpetuities does not affect remoteness in 
the cesser of limitations (c) ; it is the vesting of the interest that is 
considered, not its duration. Accordingly, an interest may be 


(f) Ee Wood, TulUU v. ColvUle, [1894] 3 Ch. 381, 387, C. A., per Davby, 
L.J., at p. 387 (trust to work out gravel pits and then sell ; “ It might 
have been in the highest degree probable at the time of testator’s death 
that the gravel pits would be worked out within the legal period ; but as 
1 understand the law, the court cannot look at evidence of that kind *’) ; 
Ee Thompson, Thompson v. Thompson, [1906] 2 Ch. 199 ; Vanderplank v. 
King (1843), 3 Hare, 1, per Wigbam, V.-C., at p. 13 (devise to a class of 
the children of the unborn children of testator’s daughter K. ; ** It is clear 
that for the purpose of determining whether the wnole of that class can 
take, I must look at the events as they existed at the death of the testator. 

1 cannot wait for subsequent events, so as to see whether a difficulty will be 
created by the birth of other children of J.”) ; Southern v. WoUasion 
(1852), 16 Beav. 276 (gift to A. for life, remainder to A.’s children who 
shall attain twenty-6 ve as tenants in common. Void for remoteness if 
A. survives the testator, but good if A. predeceases testator, because it 
must in that case vest if at all within lives in being) ; Ee Dawson, Johnston 
V, Hill (1888), 39 Ch. D. 165, per Chittt, J., at p. 169 (“ The court does 
not merely allow evidence that a person mentioned in the will pre- 
deceased testator, but will allow evidence to show that the death of the 
person occurred at such a time before testator’s death as rendered the gift 
valid *'); Ee Bussell, Dorrell v. DorreJl, [1895] 2 Ch. 698, C. A. (residuary gift 
in trust, after death of M. and her husband, for all the daughters of M. who 
should attain twenty-one or marry under that age, with proviso for settle- 
ment of their shares on their children. Proviso held separable, void in 
case of daughters born after testator’s death, and good in case of a 
daughter born before testator’s death). Evidence will be allowed of the 
fact that a person was en ventre sa mhre at the death of the testator 
(Thellusson v. Woodford (1806), 11 Ves. 112, H. L. ; Blackburn v. Stables 
(1814), 2 Ves. & B. 367 ; Storrs v. Benbow (1853), 3 De G. M. & G. 390 (a 
^ft of a sum of money “ to each child that may be bom to either of the 
children of either of my brothers lawfully begotten ”) ) ; or the fact that 
the whole of a class of issue were then ascertained (Southern v. Wollaston, 
supra : Ee Thompson, Thompson v. Thompson, supra) ; or that a line of 
issue had then failed (Faulkner v. Daniel (1843), 3 Hare, 199). 

(a) Jee v. Audley (1787), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 324 (where Kenton, M.R., 
refused to assume that it was impossible for persons of seventy years of 
age to have children) ; Ee Wood, TulleU v. Colville, [1894] 3 Ch. 381, 387, 
C. A. (see note (r), supra) ; Ee Bewick, Eyle v. EyU, [1911] 1 Ch. 116. 

(b) Jee V. Audley, supra; Ee Bayer's Trusts (1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 319 
(woman sixty- two at testator’s death) ; Ee Dawson, Johnston v. Hill, supra 
(woman over sixty at testator’s death), where Cooper v. Laroche (18»1), 
17 Ch. D. 368, to the contrary effect, was explained. 

(c) “ The remoteness against which the rule for the prevention of per- 
petuities is directed, is remoteness in the commencement, or first taking 
effect, of limitations, and not in the cesser or determination of them 
(Lewis, Law of Pemetuity, p 173 ; adopted m WainwrightY. Miller, [1897] 

2 Ch. 255, 261) ; uharitable Donations and Bequests (Commissioners) v. De 
Clifford (Bareness) (1841), 1 Dr. & War. 245 fa devise of a ” qualified fee 
Ksiih gift over; gift ovey hclfi to be vo|d remoteness) ; Be Eandellf 
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given to an unborn person for life (d), or until marriage (e), or untG 
any other event (/), provided it must vest, if at all, within the 
proper period ; or, so far as the rule against perpetuities alone is 
concerned, to a succession of unborn persons whose interests are 
vested within the proper period ((/); or to a number of unborn 
persons for life as tenants in common (h). In each of these cases 

Bandell v. Dixon (1888), 38 Ch. D. 213 (charitable trust to pay income for 
particular purpose, without limit as to time. Held that wnon purpose at 
an end, the trust ceased and property fell into residue) ; Be BlunVa Trusts, 
Wigan v. Clinch, [1904] 2 Ch. 767 (bequest of a charitable trust annuity 
to be void in certain events without limit of time; on happening of 
event trust annuity held to be at an end and to fall into residue) ; Douslin 
V. Brownlee (1884), 3 New Zealand Law Reports, 57, 63, C. A. (easement, 
where the cesser was introduced by a proviso, subsequent to the grant). 

(d) Examples of, or references to, gifts of life interests to unborn persons 
are to be found in many cases, e.g.. Cotton v. Heath (1638), 1 Roll. Abr. 612 ; 
Marlhorouqh (Duke) v. Godofphin {Earl) (1769), 1 Eden, 404, per 
Henley, Lord Keeper, at p. 416 ; Hay v. Coventry (Earl) (1789), 3 Term 
Rep. 83, 86: Boutledge v. Dorril (1794), 2 Ves. 357, 306; Williams v. 
Teale (1847), 6 Hare, 239, 260; Caltlin v. Brown (1853), 11 Hare, 372; 
Gooch V. Gooch (1863), 3 De G. M. & G. 366 ; Stuart v. CockereU (1870), 6 
Ch. App. 713; Hampton v. Holman (1877), 6 Ch. D. 183; Be Ashforth, 
Sibley v. Ashforth, [1905] 1 Ch. 636, 640. A life estate may therefore be 
given to the husband or wife of a living unmarried person, though such 
husband or wife is possibly unborn at the date of the ^t ; compare 
Congreve v. Harrison (1847), cited in Buchanan v. Harnson (1861), 1 
John. & H. 662 ; Be Merricics* Trusts (1866), L. R. 1 Eq. 661 (life estate 
given, after testator’s son’s death, to any wife he might marry and leave 
him surviving) ; Be Harvey, Peek v. Savory (1888), 39 Ch. D. 289, C. A. 
(life estate to two daughters’ possibly unborn husbands good, but gifts over, 
on failure of class to be ascertained at the death of the survivor of the 
daughters and their husbands, bad for remoteness). 

(e) Be Gage, Hill v. Gage, [1898] 1 Ch. 498 (appointment in exercise of 
special power, contained in appointee’s marriage settlement, to daughters 
until marriage, with gifts over to a class to he then ascertained; the 
appointment to daughters held good, because it commenced within the 
proper period, although it might extend beyond it ; gift over held void 
for remoteness being in favour of a class who might not be ascertained 
until after the proper period); Be Crichton's Settlement, Sweetmamv, Batty 
(1912), 106 L. T. 688 (appointment under special power to a ^ughter 
while unmarried). 

if) Wainwright v. Miller, [1897] 2 Ch. 256 ; and see Boughton v. James 
(1844), 1 Coll. 26, 46 ; Gooding v. Bead (1853), 4 De G. M. & G. 610, C. A. 
“ An estate that is to arise within the prescribed period, may be so limited 
as to determine on the happening of any event, however remote, as, for 
example, the indefinite failure of issue of a person, which ... is too 
remote a contingency for the commencement of limitations. But an 
estate can only be made to determine upon an event thus remote, when 
by its original form and limitation, it will regularly cease by the happening 
of the contingency, as the term of the duration of the estate ; for . . . 
a power reserved to a person to determine the limitation on such remote 
event, would be void^’ (Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 173, quoted in 
Wainwright v. Milter, supra, per Bybnb, J„ at p. 26l). 

(g) OadeU v. Palmer (1833), 1 Cl. & Fin. 372, H. L. ; Garland v. Brown 
(1864), 10 L. T. 292 ; Be Hargreaves, Midgley v. Talley (1890), 43 Ch. D. 
401, C. A., per Cotton, L.J., at p. 406 (devises in trust of a series of life 
estates to sisters and sisters* children held good ; but power of appoint- 
ment given to the last survivor of the sisters and their children hefa void 
for remoteness). As to the possible invalidity of such a limitation under 
another rule, see p. 866, post, 

(h) WiUiams v. Teak (1847), 6 Hare, 239, 260 ; Oooehv, Gooch (1853), 3 
De G. M. dc G. 366 (in this case a gift to children for their lives was 
assumed to include unborn children). 
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the limitation is valid without reference to the validity of the sub- 
sequent limitation (i). But no limitation can be made directly to 
the survivor of a number of unborn persons (k). 


{%) Hampton v. Holman (1877), 5 Ch. B. 183, where Jessel, M.R., said, 
at p. 188, You mi^ht always give a life interest to an unborn j^rson being 
a cnUd of a person in being, and it did not matter what the gift over was 
after the death of such unborn child ; it did not affect his interest *’ ; see 
He Boherts, Bepington v. Boherts^Qawen (1881), 19 Ch. B. 620, C. A. 
Leach’s, M.E., decision in Hayes v. Bayes (1828), 4 Russ. 311, to the 
effect that an estate for life to an unborn child is bad, unless followed by 
a vested interest, is regarded as a ** slip ” of that learned judge, and is not 
law ; Houghton v. James (1844)^ 1 Coll. 26, 37 ; Williams v. Teale (1847), 
6 Hare, 239, 250. The statements in Hay v. Coventry (Earl) (1789), 3 
Term Rep. 83, 86, Evans v. Walker (1876), 3 Ch. B. 211, 213, and Tregon- 
well V. Sydenham (1815), 3 Bow, 194, II. L., per Lord Redesdale, at 
p. 207, are ambiguous in this respect. Such an estate for life may, 
however, be affected by the cy-prhs doctrine ; see p. 367, post, 

(k) Courtier v. Oram (1855), 21 Beav. 91 ; Garland v. Brown (1864), 
10 L. T. 292 ; see Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 277 ; Be 
Hargreaves, Midgley v. TaiUy (1890), 43 Ch. B. 401, C. A. (limitation to a 
named person and her children) ; Be Ashforth, Sibley v. Ashforth, [1905] 1 
Ch. 535 (an estate tail limited to the survivor of unborn ^rsons held void 
for remoteness, whether regarded as an equitable limitation or as a legal 
contingent remainder) ; Whitby v. Von Luedecke, [1906] 1 Ch. 783 (appoint- 
ment, in exercise of a special power conferred by appointor’s marriage 
settlement, to children for life, with ultimate gift to survivor. Held void 
for remoteness, because the survivor might be a person not ascertainable 
within twenty-one years from the death of the appointor) ; Be Crichton's 
Settlement, Sweetman v. Batty (1912), 106 L. T. 558 (appointment to sur- 
viving daughter in case one dies in the lifetime of the other without 
leaving issue). Avem v. Lloyd (1868), L. R. 5 Eq. 383, suggesting the 
validity of such a gift on the ground of the power of alienation of 
each person over the contingent right, is overruled on this point by Be 
Hargreaves, Midgley v. Tatley, supra. In Ashley v, Ashley (1833), 6 
Sim. 358. Shadwell, V.-C., construed a will as giving a life estate to 
A., remainder to A.’s children (unborn) for life as tenants in common, with 
cross-remainders for life to the children of A., which were assumed valid 
without discussion. This decision was criticised in Stuart v. Cockerell 
(1869), L. R. 7 Eq. 363, by Malins, V.-C., at p. 370, and by Marsden, 
Rule against Perpetuities, p. 177. On the other hand, Gray (Rule 
against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 207) defends the decision on the 
ground that the cross-remainders all vested on the death of A. As 
to whether Cooke v. Bowler (1836), 2 Keen, 54, can be considered an 
authority for their invalidity, see Marsden, Rule against Perpetuities, 
p. 179 ; Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., ss. 207a, 251 et seq. ; 
and see Whitby v. Von Luedecke, supra. As to a limitation to a number 
of unborn persons for their lives “ with benefit of survivorship,” the law 
is perhaps not settled, and the effect of the limitation appears to be a 
question of construction. In Gooch v. Gooch (1853), 3 Be G. M. & G. 366, 
383, there is a dictum of Lord Crakworth, L.C., that such a limitation is 
valid, on the ground that the unborn persons, together with the persons 
who had the me, could convey the fee ; but it is explained in Be Ashforth, 
Sibley v. Ashforth, suvra, by Farwell, J., at p. 641, that the Lord Chan- 
cellor was reiuly thinlking of a joint tenancy, and not of a gift to a number 
with a contingent limitation to the survivor of them ; and that the reasons 
given are not easy to reconcile with Be Hargreaves, Midgloy v. Tatley, supra, 
and London and South Wesiem Bail. Co. v. Gomm (1882), 20 Ch. B. 662, 
C. A. In Whitby v. Von Luedecke, supra, Bucklet, J., at p. 788, said : 

“ There is a difference . . . between wese two things — ^a vested estate 
for life” [t.s., in each unborn person] “which may fail to fall into 

g ossession . . . and the gift of a contingent estate for life. What I have 
ere is a gift under which, as I understand the language, only the survivor 
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692 . Similariy, the rule against per^tuities does not prescribe 
any limit within which estates and interests must come into 
possession ; the rule does not concern itself with provisions post- 
poning the enjoyment of estates and interests, if those estates and 
interests must be vested within the proper limits (Z). 

A limitation subsequent to an estate for life to an unborn person 
is not invalid under the rule against perpetuities so long as the 
vesting is not unduly postponed (?n) ; thus, the contingency on 
which vesting is to take place must not depend on the death of the 
unborn tenant for life (n). 

693 . A direction that an unborn devisee or alienee shall not be 
entitled to possession of his estate until either attaining a certain 
age greater than twenty-one or other remote event, or the condition 
making a gift to an individual or class dependent upon the attaining 
of such an age or upon the happening of such an event, may be 
either a condition precedent to the vesting of the estate, and in 
that case may render the limitation void under the rule (o), 

. . . will be entitled to some estate ” ; and accordingly the limitation in 
the latter case was held void. 

(Z) Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, o. xxii. ;• Montgomerie v. Woodley (1800), 
6 Ves. 622 (devises of real estate, with a direction postponing devisees’ 
possession until twenty -five) ; Dennis v. Frend (1863), 14 I. Ch. R. 271 
(devise giving vested estate at testator’s death, with attempted postpone- 
ment of possession until twenty -three ) ; and see Tudor, L. C. Real Prop., 
4th ed., p. 612. 

(m) Evans v. Walker (1876), 3 Ch. D. 211 ; compare Mogg v. Mogg (1815), 

1 Mer. 664, where Preston, at p. 664, argtiendo, said : “ A gift to an unborn 
child for life is good, if it stops there ; but if a remainder is added to his 
children or issue as purchasers, it is not good, unless there be a limita- 
tion of time within which it is to take effect ” : this statement of the law 
was adopted by Wood, V.-C., in Caiilin v. Brou?n (1863), 11 Hare, 372, 
376, but it is correct only so far as the rule against perpetuities alone is 
concerned; sec note(/<r), p. 366, post; Be Norton, Norton y, Norton, [1911] 

2 Ch. 27. As to whether the subsequent limitation can be void under 
another rule, see Uonywood v. Honywood (1906), 92 L. T. 814, H. L., per 
Lord Davey, at p. 816 ; and see p. 366, poet. 

(n) See note («), p. 306, ante; Be Merricks* Trusts (1866), L. R. 1 Eq. 
661, 668 (bequest of a fund after the death of testator’s daughter, and any 
husband she might have surviving her, to four persons by name who 
should then be living, or to the lawful issue of such of them as should be 
then dead : held that it was not necessary for the issue,” construed as 
” children,” to survive the possible husband of testator’s daughter, but 
that it was the possession only, and not the vesting of the remainder to 
the issue, which was postponed to the death of the possible husband) ; see 
also Be Norton, Norton v. Norton, supra. 

(o) Boughtony. Boughlon, BougMony. James (1848), 1 H. L. Cas. 406, 
433 (limitation of reu and personal estates upon trust to accumulate 
income, with a direction to divide the whole property with accumulations 
among a class cousisting of all sons of testator’s nephews living, until a 
son first attained twenty -five; held that the gift was m the direction and 
was void (or remoteness) ; Be Wrightson, BaUie-Wrightson v. Thomas, 
[1904] 2 Cb. 96, C. A. (direction in a codicil that no devisee under 
the will should have a vested interest or be entitled to possession 
until he attained twenty-four ; held that the effect of the codicil was to 
make the limitations in the will executory devises, and, as such, void for 
remoteness; and see the explanation of this case in White v. Summers^ 
[1908] 2 Ch. 266, per Parker, J., at p. 267). For the rules as to vesting, 
see, generally, title Real Property and Chattels Real ; compare note ( p), 
p. 339, post, and Edmunds v. Waugh (1868), 4 Drew. 275 (where g clausg 
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or it may be merely a direction or condition postponing the 
enjoyment, the right to the estate being vested at birth or at 
some other time independent of the age or event concerned, 
in which case the limitation is not rendered invalid (7>). A 
gift over on the devisee not attaining the required age is then con- 
strued as a limitation divesting the previous vested gift, and only 
the gift over is void (q). A provision, however, that the interest of 
an alienee is not to be vested** until, or is to be “vested** at, 
such an age, is generally too strong to allow a construction render- 
ing the gift valid (a), unless “ vested *' can be construed to mean 
“ indefeasibly vested ** {h). If interest is given for maintenance in 


directing investment “ within three months after my decease was treated 
as merely parenthetical and indicating an intention as to the period of 
investment, and not as imposing a condition precedent). 

( p) If there is a clear immediate mft, vesting is not postponed by subse- 
quent equivocal words purporting to defer possession, or to suspend the bene- 
ficial use (Dodson v. Hay (1791), 3 Bro. C. C. 406; Montgomerie v. Woodley 
(1800), 6 Ves. 622 (see note (1), p. 338, ante); Bingley v. Broadhead (1803), 
8 Ves. 415), or to defer payment (Blease v. Burgh (1840), 2 Beav. 221 ; 
Saumarez v. Saumarez (1865), 34 Beav. 432 ; see Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, 
p. 611, and Supplement, p. 170). The terms of a gift over may show that 
the previous gift confers a vested interest before the specified age (Bland v. 
Williams (1834), 3 My. & K. 411 (gift over if previous donee should die 
under the specified age and without issue) ; and see note (g), infra). The 
fact that the fund given is to be separated at once or at the death of a 
tenant for life may be sufficient to cause the interests in the fund to vest 
at that period (Greet v. Greet (1842), 6 Beav, 123 ; Harrison v. Qrimwood 
(1849), 12 Beav. 192). The direction for postponement in all cases wheie 
interests are previously vested is not effective after the alienee has 
become entitled to give a receipt, and has no effect on devolution of the 
property on death before twenty-one ; and compare p. 327, ante. 

(q) Bland v. Williams (1834), 3 My. & K. 411 (gift over if any child 
should die under specified age and without issue) ; Davies v. Fisher (1842), 
6 Beav. 601 (gift over if no child attain the specified age) ; Harrison v. 
Grimwood (1849), 12 Beav. 192 (gift over in case of death under specified 
age without issue) ; Taylor v. Frwisher (1862), 6 De G. & Sm. 191 (gilt over 
oi shares of those dying under the specified age to the survivors) ; aohhs v. 
Parson (1864), 2 Sm. & G. 212 (gift over to the survivors of shares of those 
dying under the specified age ) ; Be Edmondson's Estate (1868), L. 11. 5 Eq. 
389, per Page Wood, V.-C., at p. 398 (gift over on death of children under 
the specified age). 

(a) Griffith v. Blunt (1841), 4 Beav. 248 (shares of sons “ to be vested 

at ” twenty -five, and of daughters at twenty-five or marriage, and, if one 
child only, to be paid at twenty-five or marriage; Comport v. Austen ( 1841 ), 
12 Sim. 218 (“ to become vested interests ’* at twenty-five) ; Be Morse's 
fiettlemenl (1866), 21 Beav. 174 (“ to be a vested interest in, and to be paid, 
transferred or assigned to ” sons at twenty-five, and daughters at twenty- 
five or marriage, with benefit of survivorship in case of death at twenty- 
five, and as to daughters in case of being unmarried : as to this case, 
which was a case of a deed, see Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., p. 1365, note (e) ) ; 
Bowland v. Tawney (1858), 26 Beav. 67 (“to be considered as a vested 
interest*’ at the age of twenty-five); Be Wrightson, BaUie-Wrightson 
V. Thomas, [19041 2 Ch. 96, C. A.). ^ ^ 

(b) As in Berkeley v. Swinburne (1848), 16 Sim. 276, 281, 282 (gift 
over treating children’s shares as original gifts to them, belonging to ^om 
from the death of the tenant for life, followed by clauses for their 
maintenance and advancement) ; Taylor v. Frobisher fiDe G, & Sm. 
191 (gift over if the child died without issue before the sp^ified penod. la 
this case Par KEE V -C., said, at p. 199; “The conclusion appears to me 


Sect. 4. 

Application 
of the Rule 
in General. 




B40 


Perpetuitibs. 


SBOT.4. 

Application 
of the Bnle 
in General. 


the meantime, the gift may admit of being construed as vested at 
an earlier date, and not void (c), even where there is a discretion 
conferred on trustees to apply less than the whole income (d), but 
not where the alienees form a contingent class, or where an aliquot 
share is not appropriated to each legatee, or where the surplus 
income is to be accumulated (e). Wiiere there is no gift except in 
a direction to pay, and the date of payment is too remote, the gift 
itself is too remote (/), but, where there is a valid gift with an 
independent and distinct direction to pay at a remote period, the 
latter direction does not affect the vesting or the validity of the 
gift (g). It is a matter of construction in each case. 


irresistible that the testatrix intended the child so dying and leaving issue 
to retain his share as an interest transmissible to his representatives and 
considered that he would do so by force of the original gift ”) ; Be Baxter's 
Trusts (1864), 10 Jur. (n. s.) 845; Be Edmondson's Estate (1868), L. R. 
5 Eq. 389 (where Page Wood, V.-C., found two things in the will 
showing an intention not to postpone vesting. If a child's share was con- 
strued to be contingent (1) an accruer clause would have become useless 
and unnecessary ; and (2) there would have been an Intestacy as regards 
the share of a child dying under twenty-five leaving issue). 

(c) Jackson v. Marjorihanks (1841), 12 Sim. 93 ; Davies v. Fisher 
(1842), 6 Beav. 201 (payment postponed to twenty -five, with an express 
direction to apply interest for maintenance during minority) ; Bell v. Cade 
(1861), 2 John. & H. 122 ; Tatham v. Vernon (1861), 29 Beav. 604 (gift 
to daughters for life, and afterwards to pay and divide among their issue 
(children) then living, at twenty-five, the whole interest being given in the 
meantime for their maintenance during minority). There are dicta in 
Pearson v. Dolman (1866), L. R. 3 Eq. 315, per Page Wood, V.-C., at 
p 321, and in Thomas v. Wilherforce (1862), 31 Beav. 299, per Lord 
Romillt, M.R., at p. 302, to the effect that where there is a ‘^gap ** or 

chasm between the direction as to interest during minority and as to 
principal at a subsequent age, there is a difficulty in holding that 
vesting is not postponed to the subsequent age ; see also Doe d. Dolley v. 
Ward (1839), 9 Ad. & El. 582 ; Willson v. Cohley, [18701 W. N. 46. 

(d) Fox V. Fox (1875), L. R. 19 Eq. 280. This case may, however, have 
to be applied with caution; it was doubted in Dewar v. Brooke (1880), 14 
Ch. D. 529, and dissented from in Be Winile, Tucker v, Wintle, [1896] 2 Ch. 
711, but not disapproved by Lindley, M.R., and Jeune, P., in Be Turney, 
Turney v. Turney, [1899] 2 Ch. 739, C. A. ; see also Eardcasile v. Hard- 
easUe (1862), 1 Hem. & M. 405, per Page Wood, V.-C., at p. 410. 
The construction which was applied by Jessel, M.R., in Fox v. Fox, 
supra, was aided by a gift over. As to the effect of a gift over in aiding the 
construction in such a case, see dicta of Jessel, M.R., in Be Parker, Barker 
V. Barker {ISSO), 16 Ch. D. 44, 46, and Neville, J., in Re Williams, WiUiams 
V. WiUiams, [1907] 1 Ch. 180, 185; and Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., pp. 1411 — 
1414, where it is suggested that Fox v. Fox, supra, and Be Wintle, Tucker v. 
Winile, supra, can be distinguished and reconciled on this ground ; see 
also Be Levy, Cohen v. Cohen (1907), 7 New South Wales State Reports, 885. 

(e) Be Thatcher's Trusts (1859), 26 Beav. 365 ; Be Parker, Barker v. 
Barker, supra: Be Ricketts, Bioketts v. Ricketts (1910), 103 L. T. 278; Be 
Hume, PuoUo Trustee v. Mabey, [1912] 1 Ch. 693. 

(/) Leake Y. Robinson (1817), 2 Mer. 363, where Grant, M.R., said, at 
p. 385 : It is not the enjo;3nnent which is postponed ; for there is no 
antecedent gift ... of which the enjoyment could be postponed. The 
direction to pay is the gift *’ ; Chance v. Chance (1853), 16 Beav. 672 ; 
Merlin v. Blagrive (1858), 25 Beav. 125. 

(a) Farmer v. Francis (1824), 2 Bing. 151 (vested estates after death of 
A. for all her children, with a direction to postpone division until they 
attain twenty-four) ; Eevem v. WiUiams (1832), 5 Sim. 171 (vested estates 
after death of A. to the grandchildren of B. living at the death of A., with a 
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Sub-Seot. 4. — Limiiaii<m» to Olatatt and to Memhero qf Cktoei. 

694 . A limitation to a class is governed by the same principles 
as other limitations with respect to the rule, but the effect of the 
rule needs a separate statement. By a limitation to a class is 
meant (h) a limitation to a number of devisees or alienees, uncer- 
tain in number at the time of the gift, to be ascertained at a 
future time, all or some of whom (i) come within a certain category 
or description, defined by a general or collective formula (A:), or 
within a number of such categories or descriptions (Z), who, if they 
are to take at all, are to take one divisible subject in certain pro- 
portionate shares (w). In the case of such a limitation, all the 
interests of the members of the class must vest at the same time(/^), 
but the total and ultimate amount to be taken by any one donee 
cannot be ascertained until all the persons who are to take, and the 
ultimate proportions in which they are to take, are ascertained (o). 

In all cases it is the period of vesting, and not merely the descrip- 
tion of the donees or the wide or indefinite character of the class, 
that produces the invalidity, if any, of the limitation (p). The 
ordinary rules of construction as to ascertainment of a class may 
prevent the limitation from being void (q). 


direction to postpone payment until the children attain twenty-five; 
Harrison v. Qrimwood (1849), 12 Beav. 192; Uodson v. Micklethwatie 
(1854), 2 Drew. 294 ; see Leemin^ v. Sherroit (1842), 2 Hare, 14, 21). 

(h) See, generally, as to class gifts, title Wills. In Kingsbury v. Walter^ 
[1901] A. C. 187, Lord Halsbury, L.C., at p. 188, pointed out the danger 
of indulging in abstract propositions when it is a question of construing a 
particular will. In that case the Court of Appeal and House of Loids 
came to the conclusion, looking at the situation of the family and condition 
of things which in fact existed at the time when testator composed his will, 
that he intended to make a class properly so called, although it was not so 
described in words. 

(i) A gift to a class must be a gift to them as a class of persons having 
some common attribute, and not a gift to them as individuals {Re 
Chaplm's Trust (1863), 12 W. R. 147, per Page Wood, V.-C. ; Re 
Jackson, Shiers v. Ashworth (1883), 25 Ch. D. 162, per Chitty, J., at p. 165). 
“ But it may be none the less a class because some of the individuals of the 
class are named, e.g., to A. and all other my nephews and nieces ** (Kingsbury 
V. Walter, supra, per Lord Davet, at p. 192). A gift to A. and all the 
children of B. is primA facie not a class gilt, but may be so if there is a 
context showing tuat testator intended it to be so (ibid., atp. 193); and see 
Kekewioh v. Barker (1903), 88 L. T. 130, H. L. 

(k) See the definitions in Fearks v. Moseley (1880), 5 App. Cas. 714, 
per Lord Selbokne, L.C., at p. 723 ; in Re Chaplin's Trust, supra, per 
WOOD, V.-C., summarised in Kingsbury v. Walter, supra, per Lord Davey, 
at p. 193, as follows : — “ Prirndfade a class gift is a mft to a class consisting 
of persons who are included and comprehended under some general 
description and bear a certain relation to the testator.” 

{1) As in the case of a class composed of children and grandchildren, or 
a composite class composed of the children of A. and the children of B. 

(m) Pearks v. Moseley (1880), 5 App. Cas. 714, 723. 

(n) Kingsbury v. WcHuer, supra, per Lord Davey, at p. 194. 

( 0 ) Bentinck v. PorOand (Duke) (1877), 7 Ch. D. 693, per Fry, J., at 
p. 698. 

Ip) Leake v. Robinson (1817), 2 Mer. 363, per Grant, M.R . at p. 388 : 
“ It is the period of the vesting, and not the description of the legatees, 
that produces the incapacity.** . , , 

(g) where upon the construction of the particular will the class la 
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695. A limitation to such members of a class as are living at a 
possibly remote event, where the class consists partly of possibly 
unborn persons, is void (a). 

On the other hand, a limitation to such of a class entirely com- 
posed of living persons, who survive a certain event, must vest 
daring the lifetime of one of them, if the limitation is to take 
effect at all, and is accordingly valid (b). 

696. A limitation to a class of persons answering a given 
description, of which class any member may possibly have to be 
ascertained or be ascertainable for the first time at a period 
exceeding the perpetuity period, is wholly void, even as to those 
members of the class who are ascertainable within that period (c), 

ascertained at the date of the will or at the death of the testator or of the 
tenant for life (Harvey v. Harvey (1842), 6 Beav. 134 (“ CTandchildren etc. 
of A. not from time to time in receipt of rents,” construed with the aid of a 
codicil to mean those living at the death of the tenant for life) ; Leach v. 
Leach (1843), 2 Y. & 0. Oh. Gas. 495 (E. and the other children of 
J. construed to mean the children living at the date of the will) ; 
Be Payne (1858), 25 Beav. 556 (to children of A. and their issue) ; Wetherell 
V. Wetherell (1863), 1 De G. J. & Sm. 134 (to the ^andchildren and great- 
grandchildren of A. ; held vested at the death of the testator) ; Re Powell^ 
Crosland v. Holliday^ fl898] 1 Ch. 227 (children of A. for life, and then to 
their children, confined to children of A. born at testator’s death) ) ; and 
see title Wills. 

(a) Jee v. Audley (1787), 1 Cox, Eq. Gas. 324 (to the daughters of A. and 

B. his wife living at the failure of G.’s issue) ; Palmer v. Holford (1828), 4 
Russ. 403 (bequest upon trust to accumulate and transfer the fund and 
accumulations to the children of a living person who should be living at the 
expiration of twenty-eight years from testator’s death other than an eldest 
or only son) ; Dodd v. Wake (1837), 8 Sim. 615 (where Siiadwell, V.-C., 
paid, atp. 616: “The testator appears clearly to have intended that only 
those children of his daughter should take who should be alive when the 
eldest child for the time being should attain the age of twenty-four, and 
therefore the bequest is void for remoteness ”) ; Speakman v. Speakman 
(1850), 8 Hare, 180 (class to be ascertained fifty years after the testator’s 
death, consisting of children of the testator, their children, and remoter 
issue) ; Lett v. Randall, Lett v. Dormer (1855), 3 Sm. & G. 83 (to the 
children of A., a spinster, living at the death of the survivor of A. and her 
future husband) ; Stuart v. Cockerell (1870), 5 Ch. App. 713 (to the childreu 
of E., then a bachelor, living at the death of his oldest eon, and the 
children per etirpes of such of the cliildren of E. as are then dead) ; Re 
Harvey, Peek v. Savory (1888), 39 Ch. D. 289, C. A. (a gift over on failure 
of a class to be ascertained at the death of the survivor of testatrix’s 
daughters and their husbands, present or future) ; Re Bence, Smith v. 
Bence, [1891] 3 Ch. 242, C. A. (gift to a class which included such of the 
cbildren of any child of testator’s daughter M. who might die under 
twenty-one, as should attain twenty-one or, being a daughter, be married); 
and see Gooding v. Read (1853), 4 De G. M. & G. 510, C. A. ; Goodier v. 
Johnson (1881), 18 Ch. D. 441, C. A. 

(b) Lachlan v. Reynolds (1852), 9 Hare, 790 (gift to such of a number of 
persons in esse at the time of testator’s death as should be living thirty 
years after his death) ; Re Watkins, James v. Cordey (1889), 37 W. R. 609 

C. A. (gift to testator’s ^andchildren, living at his decease, at twenty-one, 
with substitutionary gift over of the shares of grandchildren dying under 
twenty-one). 

(c) Jee V. Audley, supra (to the daughters of A. and B. his wife living 
at the failure of C.’s issue; referred to afterwards by Page Wood, 
V.-C., as “ a strong case of that siass,” because “aU the children 
i/n esse might have taken and it was only the possibility that there 
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since tlie quantum of interest of each member is not so ascertain- Sect. 4. 
able(d). . , ^ , Application 

Where the class is denned as a part of a super-class (as in the of the Rule 
case where the class is those of the children of a named person hi General, 
who attain a certain age, or survive a certain event, or satisfy any 
other condition or description), it is of no avail that the super-class 
(the whole number of children) is wholly ascertainable within the 
perpetuity period, and the minimum interest of a member of the 
class ascertained in consequence (e). 

A limitation, therefore, to a class consisting of or including the Class taking 
unborn children of a living person who attain an age greater than 
twenty-one is wholly void for remoteness, as to every member twenty-on^ 
of the class (/), except in cases where the limitation is, and 

must have been incapable children which excluded those who were 
capable”); Leake v. Robinson (1817), 2 Mer. 363; Oatllin v. Brown 
(1853), 11 Hare, 372 (the fourth rule, where Page Wood, V.-C., at 
p. 377, stated the reason of the rule as follows : — “ You cannot give 
the whole property to those who are in fact ascertained within the 
period, and might have taken if the gift had been to them nominatim, 
iiccause they were intended to take in shares to be regulated in amount, 
augmented or diminished according to the number of the other members 
ol the class, and not to take exclusively of those other members ”) ; Read 
V. Gooding (1856), 21 Beav. 478 (to the children of A. living when the 
youngest attains twenty -five and the issue of children of A. then dead) ; 

Hancock v. Watson^ [1902] A. C. 14 (an executory limitation in default of 
children of S., whether born before or after the testator’s death, who 
should attain twenty-five, if sons, or twenty-one or be married, if daughters) ; 
and see the cases cited in note (/), infra, 

{d) Sec p. 304, ante. 

(6) Smilh V. Smith (1870), 5 Ch. App. 342 ; Hale v. Hale (1876). 3 Ch. D. 

643, 646 ; approved in Pearks v. Moseley (1880), 5 App. Cas. 714 ; over- 
ruling Re Moseley's Trusts (1871), L. R. 11 Eq. 499, 502, where, as pointed 
out in Hale v. HalSt supra, the fact that the class might diminish was 
overlooked. 

if) Leake v. Robinson, supra (where Grant, M.R., said, at p. 390, 

” The bequests in question are not made to individuals but to classes ; 
and what I have to determine is whether the class can take. I must 
make a new will for the testator if I split into portions his general 
bequest to the class ”) ; Judd v. Judd (1830), 3 Sim. 525, sub nom. Judd v. 

Hobbs, 8 L. J. (o. s.) (cii.) 119; reconsidered in Hunter v. Judd (1833), 

4 Sim. 455 ; Yawdrey v. Oeddes (1830), 1 Russ. & M. 203 ; Porter v. Fox 
(1834), 6 Sim. 485*; Cromek v. Lumb (1839), 3 Y. & C. (ex.) 565; 

Newman v. Newman (1839), 10 Sim. 51 ; Ring v. Hardwick (1840), 2 Beav. 

352; Comport v. Austen (1841), 12 Sim. 218; Griffith y . Blunt (1841), 4 
Beav. 248 ; Massey v. Barton (1844), 7 I. Eq. R. 95; Bull v. Pritchard 
(1826), 1 Russ. 213 (personal estate), and S. C. (1847), 5 Haro, 567 (real 
estate) ; Bute (Marquis) v. Harman (1846), 9 Beav. 320, coirected from 
registrar’s book in Southern v. Wollaston (1852), 16 Beav. 166, 168, note(b); 

Lassence v. Tierney (1849), 1 Mac. & G. 551 ; Boreham v. Bignall (1850), 

8 Hare, 131 ; Chance v. Chance (1853), 16 Beav. 572 ; Re Morse's Settle- 
ment (1866), 21 Beav. 174 ; Be Blakemore's Settlement (1855), 20 Beav. 214; 

Cam V. 8(dmon (1856), 6 W. R. 31 ; Bickford v. Brown, Brown y. Brown 
(1856), 2 K. & J. 426 ; Merlin v. Blagrave (1858), 25 Beav. 125 ; Rowland v. 

Tawney (1868), 26 Beav. 67 ; Be Thatcher's TrusU (1859), 26 Beav. 365 ; 

Wilkinson v. Duncan (1861), 30 Beav. Ill ; Thomas v. Wilberfor^ (1862), 

31 Beat- 299 ; Be BuUey's EsUde (1865), 11 Jur. (N. s.) 847, C. A. ; Willson y . 

Cobley, [1870] W. N. 46 ; Bowyer v. West (1871), 24 L. T. 414 ; Be S^rk s 
Trusts (1872), 21 W. R. 166 ; Von Brockdorff v. Malcolm (1886), 30 Ch. 1). 

172 ; Be If ttden, Be QilharVs Settlement, Browett v. Warden, [1887] W. N. 
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SECT. i. takes effect as, a valid contingent remainder (g). But where, on the 
Application true construction of the gift, the class is entirely ascertained at or 
of the Bole by reference to the death of the testator whose will contained the 
in General limitation (h) or at the period of distribution which is on an event 
not too remote (i), so that the attainment of the age is not a 
condition precedent to vesting, but a direction for divesting or for 
the postponement of enjoyment only (A;), the limitation is valid. 

24 ; Be Whitten, King v. Whittm (1890), 62 L. T. 391 ; Willerton v. Stooke, 
[1892] W. "N. 29; Be Watson, Cox v. Watson, [1892] W. N. 192 ; Be Wise, 
Jackson v. Parrott, [1896] 1 Ch. 281 ; Trustees, Executors and Agency 
Co., Ltd. V. Jermer (1897), 22 Victorian Law Reports, 684 ; Be O'Brien's 
Estate, Prytz v. Trustees, Executors and Agency Co., Ltd. (1899), 24 Victorian 
Law Reports, 360 ; Be Bicketts, Bicketts v. Bicketts (1910), 130 L. T. 278; 
Be Hume, Public Trustee v. Mahey, [1912] 1 Ch. 693. Similarly, where the 
class is of children only, males taking at twenty-five, or other age greater 
than twenty-one, and females at twenty-one, or marriage (Evers v. Challis 
(1869), 7 H. L. Cas. 631 (where a gift over took effect as a valid contingent 
remainder) ; Ker v. Hamilton (ISSO), 6 Victorian Law Reports, Equity Cases, 
172; Hancock Y. Watson, [1902] A. C. 14; White y. Stamps Commissioner 
(1908), 8 New South Wales State Reports, 287). 

(q) Evers v. Challis, supra ; Symes v. Symes, [1896] 1 Ch. 272 : Be 
WriMson, Battie-Wrightson v. Thomas, [1904] 2 Ch. 96, C.A. ; explained 
in White y. Summers, [1908] 2 Ch. 266, per Pabker, J., at pp. 267, 
268 ; see the remarks in Be Finch, Ahbiss v. Burney (1881), 17 Ch. D. 
211, C. A., per Malins, V.-C., at p. 221, on Bull v. Pritchard (1847), 
6 Hare, 667 ; Brackenbury v. Gibbons (1876), 2 Ch. D. 417. The latter 
case, however, does not appear to be correctly decided ; see Be Lechmere 
and Lloyd (1881), 18 Ch. D. 624 ; Miles v. Jarvis (1883), 24 Ch. D. 633 ; 
Dean y. Dean, [1891] 3 Ch. 160, in which cases the limitation could not be 
a contingent remainder. 

(h) Euiott Y. Elliott (1841), 12 Sim. 276, followed in Be Coppard's Estate, 
Hewlett Y. Hodson (1887), 36 Ch. D. 350 (where it seems the construction 
was adopted to prevent an intestacy) ; see observations on Elliott v. Elliott, 
supra, in Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 640, and Jarman on 
Wills, 6th cd., p. 1679 ; Be Wenmoth's Estate, Wenmoth v. Wenmoth (1887), 
37 Ch. D. 266 ; and see Be Mervin, Mervin v. Crossman, [1891] 3 Ch. 197, 
204, and Be Barker, Capon y. Flick (1906), 92 L. T. 831, for other explana- 
tions of these cases. A gift by will to the children of the testator himself 
may vest at any age, his children being necessarily lives in being at his 
death (Lachlan v. Reynolds (1862), 9 Hare, 796). 

(t) The rule in Andrews v. Partington (1791), 3 Bro. C. C. 401, may 
operate in favour of the validity of such gifts. That rule is to the effect 
that when a gift to a class on reaching a certain age is accompanied by a 
valid gift over on failure of any member of the class to reach that age, all 
members of the class coming into existence before the eldest reaches the 
required age are allowed to share (Picken v. Matthews (1878), 10 Ch. D. 
264 ; see Be Barker, Capon v. Flick, supra) ; but where no member of the 
class has attained the ^e, greater than twenty-one, at the death of the 
testator, the gift is void, since all those then living might have died 
without attaining the required a^, and in that case the class would 
have to be ascertained at a period too remote (Be Mervin, Mervin v. 
Crossman, supra). So where the time of distribution is the death of a 
tenant for life, the gift may be valid (Kevem v. Williams (1832), 6 Sira. 
171); see Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed, ss. 638, 639 aa; com- 
pare Barnet v. Barnet (1861), 29 Beav. 239). 

(k) Dodson v. Hay (1791), 3 Bro. C. C. 406; Kevem v. WiUiams, 
supra ; Blease v. Burgh (1840), 2 Beav. 221 ; Hodson v. Miekleihwaite 
(1864), 2 Drew. 294; Grogan v. Popping (1866), 6 I. Ch. R. 266; Bell 
V. Cade (1861), 2 John. & H. 122; Hardcastle v. Eardcastte (1862), 1 
Hem. & M. 406 ; Dennis v. Frend (1863), 14 1. Ch. R. 271 ; Re Baxter's 
Trusts (1864), 10 Jur. (n. 8.) 846 ; Saumares v. Saumaree (1866), 34 Beav. 
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The court cannot remodel the gift and treat some of the cIhss as 
entitled at any other age or time(0< 

697 . A limitation can be well made to such of the unborn 
children of a living person as attain twenty-one (w), and this 
limitation may be extended to include in the class the children of 
any child who should die under twenty-one leaving issue at death (n), 
so that their interests would arise at birth, and all the shares 
would necessarily be ascertained within due limits of time. But 
this further addition of grandchildren cannot he made when the 
grandchildren are only to take if they attain twenty-one, so that 
the condition of attaining that age is to apply to both children and 
grandchildren forming the composite class (o). In this case the 
gift to the children cannot be severed from that to the grand- 
children. Nor can a limitation be made generally to children of 
children of a living person whenever born. The limitation is valid, 
however, in a will where the class of children is expressly or 
impliedly closed at the death of the testator (p). 

698. Where there is a gift or devise of a given sum of money 
or amount of property to each member of a class, and the gift to 
each is wholly independent of the similar gift to every other member 
of the class, and can be neither augmented nor diminished, whatever 
the number of the other members may turn out to be, then the gift 
or devise may be good as to those members in fact ascertained 
within the limits of the perpetuity period (a). In cases of this kind 


432 ; England y. England (1869), 20 L. T. 648; Knox v. Welh (1864), 
2 Hem. & M. 674; Southern v. Wollaston (1852), 16 Beav. 166; E$ 
Turney^ Turney v. Turney, [1899] 2 Ch. 739, C. A. (grandchildren held 
to take immemate vested interests subject to being divested in case 
they did not attain twenty-five) ; see p. 338, ante, 

(l) Leake v. Robinson (1817), 2 Mer. 363, 389 ; Ker v. Hamilton (1880), 
6 Victorian Law Reports, Equity Cases, 172, 176. The Real Property 
Commissioners’ 3rd Report, p. 41, suggested a legislative amendment in 
this reimect. 

(m) Knapping v. Tomlinson 10 Jur. (n. S.) 626. So where the gift 

is to children of a class of persons all ascertained at the death of the testator 
on attaining twenty-one, the gift is valid (Re Chinnery's Estate (1877), 1 
L. R. Ir. 296, C. A. ; Re Hobson's Will, etc,, Hobson v. Sharp, [1907J 
Victorian Law Reports, 724). This is the limit in a settlement, or in a 
will where the living person is not the testator himself. 

(n) Pearks v. Moseley (1880), 6 App. Cas. 714, per Lord Selbornb, 
L.C., at p. 719. 

(o) Seaman v. Wood (1866), 22 Beav. 591 ; Webster v. Boddington (1858), 

26 Beav. 128 ; Ji^ Moseley's Trusts (1879), 11 Ch. D. 555, C. A. ; affirmed sub 
nom, Pearks y, Moseley (1880), 5 App. Cas. 714 ; Re Moseley's Trusts (1871), 
L. R. 1 1 Eq. 499, being overniled. So, also, where the age to be attained 
in this case is any other than twenty-one (Smith v. Smith (1870), 5 Ch. 
App. 342; HaU V. Hale (1876), 3 Ch. D. 643; approved in Pearks v. 
Moseley, supra), _ ^ ^ 

( p) Re Watkins, James v. Cordey (1889), 37 W. R. 609 ; Re PoweU, Cros. 
land V. HoUiday, [1898] 1 Ch. 227 ; and see note (q), p. 341, ante, Ihe 
context may show that the children of named persons only are intended 
(Re Hohsows IFtK, ete,, Hobson v. Sharp, supra; or that the class of 
descendants is ascertained at the death of a tenant for life (Re Roberts, 
Repingtan v. Roheris-Oawen (1881), 19 Ch. D. 620, C. A.). 

(«) Siorrs ▼. Benbaw (1863), 3 De G. M. & G. 390; CaUhn v. Brown 
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the gift is single to each party, and is not a gift to a “ class ** in 
the proper legal sense of that term. 

699. Where there is a time fixed at which a fund is to bedivided 
into separate shares, and that time is not obnoxious to the rule 
against perpetuities, then each share stands separate from the 
others, and the limitation of each share takes effect or not according 
as the dispositions of that share do or do not violate the rule, and 
the valid gift of one share is not made void by the invalidity of 
the gift of another share or portion of another share (b). 

700. Where the limitation is first of all to a class of children 
or other issue absolutely, who are themselves ascertainable within 
a proper time, and a substitutionary clause is added giving the share 
of each one dying before distribution to a class of his or her issue 
not necessarily ascertainable within the perpetuity period, then, 
provided that the substitutionary clause is separated from the first 
absolute gift, the latter stands good, and the substitutionary clause 
only is invalid (c) ; but, if there is no absolute gift in the first 
instance, the whole is void (d). 

701. A direction for settlement of each share is severable 
among the shares, and takes effect as to those members of the 
class living at the time when the instrument comes into opera- 
tion (e) though void as to other members. There must be an 
absolute gift of each share in the first place (/). 

702. A clause of forfeiture is similarly severable (>/)• 


(1863), 11 Hare, 372 (the fifth rule there enunciated by Page Wood, V.-C.) ; 
Wilkinson v. Duncan (1861), 30 Beav. 111. Blandford v. Thackerell (1793), 
2 Ves. 238, and Liley v. Hay (1842), 1 Hare, 680, appear to be examples of 
the application of this rule. 

(h) The rule was enunciated as above in BenUnck v. Portland (Duke) 
(1877), 7 Ch. D. 693, per Fry, J., at p. 698; see Grifflth v. PownaU 
(1843), i3 Sim. 393 ; CatilinY. Brown 11 Hare, 372 (the fifth rule 

there enunciated by Page Wood, V.-C.) ; Wilson v. Wilson (1858), 4 
Jur. (N. s.) 1076 ; BeU v. BeU (1862), 13 I. Ch. R. 517, C. A. ; Knapping 
V. Tomlinson (1864), 10 Jur. (n. s.) 626; Be Coulman, Munty v. Boss 
(1885), 30 Ch. D. 186 ; Be Bussell, Dorrell v. Dorrell, [1895] 2 Ch. 698, C. A. 
Greenwood v. Roberts Beav. 92, has been the subject of discussion 

and criticism ; see the explanation of the case in Cattlin v. Brown, supra, 
at p. 379, and in Webster v. Boddington (1868), 26 Beav. 128, 136, 137, 
which places it upon a ground which is reconcilable with the other 
authorities ; and see the criticism in Knapping v. Tomlinson, suma ; Gray, 
Buie against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 391 ; and Jarman on Wills, 6th ea., 
pp. 336 — 339. Arnold v. Congreve (1830), 1 Russ. & M. 209, is overruled 
on this point ; see Knapping v. Tomlinson, supra ; Gray, Buie against 
Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 391. 

(c) Ooodier v. Johnson (1881), 18 Ch. D. 441, C. A. The clause of sub- 
stitution is, of course, valid if the issue are necessarily ascertainable 
within the proper period (Pearks v. Moseley (1880), 5 App. Cas. 714, 719). 

(d) Whitehead v. Bennett (1853), 22 L. J. (CH.) 1020 ; Webster v. Bod- 
dington, supra. 

(e) Wilson v, WHson, supra ; Be Boyd, Nield v. Boyd (1890), 63 L. T. 92 ; 
Be BusseU, DorreU v. Dorrell, [1895] 2 Ch. 698, C. A. 

(/) Lassenoe v. Tierney (1849), 1 Mac. & (>. 651 ; Hancock v. Watsonf 
[1902] A. 0. 14. 

(g) Hodgson Y. EaJt^ord (1879), 11 Ch. D. 959. 
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Sub-Sbot. 6 . — LimUationB to Series of Persons* 

703. If the limitation is to a series of individuals answering a 
given description, and the first member of the series intended to 
take may by possibility be a person excluded by the rule against 
perpetuities, then no person whatever can take under the limita- 
tion (A). But if the first members of the series are not excluded by 
the rule they may take, provided that their interests are severable (i). 

704. In the case of a trust of chattels to be enjoyed as heirlooms 
with real estate, or to devolve in a course of descent applicable to 
real estate, the interests of successive takers are capable of being 
separated, and take effect, provided that the absolute interest 
is given to a person who must be ascertained within the perpetuity 
period (k). 


(h) Dungannon (Lord) v. Smith (1846), 12 Cl. & Fin. 546, H. L. ; Cattlin 
V. Brown (1863), 11 Hare, 372 (the third rule there enunciated by Page 
Wood, V.-C., where it is stated as “ any ’* member being an excluded 
person). 

(t) Dungannon (Lord) v. Smith, supra. The first taker satisfying 
the description when the instrument takes effect has been held in some 
cases, upon the intention of the particular will, to take chattels absolutely 
{Mackworth v. Hinxman (1836), 2 Keen, 658 (criticised by Sugden, L.C., 
in Ker v. Dungannon (Lord) (1841), 1 Dr. & War. 509, 637, 638 ; Sugden, 
Law of Property, p. 341, n. ; Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., 
B. 399. n.) ; Montagu v. Inchiquin (Lord) (1875), 23 W. R. 592 : explained in 
Be Johnston, Cockerell v. Essex (Earl) (1884), 26 Ch. D. 638, 547); or 
a fee simple in realty (Charitable Donations Commissioners v. De Clifford 
(Baroness) (1841), 1 Dr. & War. 246 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, pp. 472, 
476). In Tollemache (Lady) v. Coventry (Earl and Countess) (1834), 2 Cl. 
& Fin. 611, H. L., the reasons given were perhaps equally destructive of 
the estate of the first taker as of that of the second, who was immediately 
concerned ; see Dungannon (Lord) v. Smith, supra ; Ker v. Dungannon 
(Lord), supra; Sugden, Law of Property, p. 330). Whether the actual 
decision was that the first of the series took absolutely was doubted by 
some of the judges in Dungannon (Lord) v. Smith* supra ; but in Be 
UUl, Hill V. Hill, [1902] 1 Ch. 807, 810, C. A., Vaughan Williams, L.J., 
expressed and gave reasons for the opinion that the decision of the House 
of Lords was to that effect. A life estate expressly limited to a first 
taker is valid, although the remainder on that estate or the absolute 
interest may be invalidly given (Be Cage, Hill v. Cage, [1898] 1 Ch. 498) ; 
and as to life estates to unborn persons, see pp. 335 et seq., ante. 

(k) E.g., where the chattels are to follow a dignity (Bacon v. Proctor 
(1822), Turn. & R. 31 ; Sackville-West v. Holmesdale (Viscount) (1870), 
L. R. 4 H. L. 643 ; Be Johnston, Cockerell v. Essex (Earl) (1884), 26 Ch. D. 
538 ; Hill v. HUl, [1897] 1 Q. B. 483, C. A. ; Be HiU, Hill v. Hill, 
supra) ; and as to rules for settlement of chattels to go with a title, 
see Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., p. 700), or are to devolve with real estate 
(Foley V. Burnell (1786), 4 Bro. Pari. Cas. 319, the rule in this case 
being thus stated in Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., p. 697: “ If chattels 
are bequeathed to or in trust for the persons for the time being entitled 
to the possession of settled real estate they do not vest absolutely in the 
tenant for life, but in the first tenant in tail on his birth, although he may 
be only tenant in tail in remainder, and a direction that they shall be 
treated as heirlooms and annexed to the rejd estate makes no difference ** ; 
Be Johnson^s Trusts (1866), L. R. 2 Eq. 716 ; Be Parker, Parker v. Parkin, 
[1910] 1 Ch. 681, distinguishing Ohesham^s (Lord) SeUlement, Valentia 
(Viscount) V. Ckesham iLady)^909] 2 Ch. 329, C. A.) ; and whether or 
not the interest of a tenant in tail by purchase is defeasible on failure to 
twenty •ouCi of is nqt absolutely unless he attains twenty -omp 
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But, in case of a trust of chattels, vhere the absolute interest is 
expressly given only to a person whose description makes him 
excluded by the rule, for example, an unborn person who may not 
answer the required description within the proper period, and 
there is a trust in the meantime for persons Bnccessiyely entitled 
to real estate, or for persons successively satisfying a certain 
description, the interests of successive takers under the latter 
gift cannot take elTect beyond life interests of persons who must 
necessarily be in actual existence at the time of the creation of the 
trust ( 1 ). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Jltemaiive Independent Limitations, 

706. One of two limitations which are expressed to take effect 
independently and in the alternative may take effect notwithstanding 
that the other is void (m). 

A single gift which is expressed to be limited contingently on two’ 
or more separate events, of which one is too remote under the rule, 
and the other not, may take effect on the latter contingency (?i)i 
although void so far as it depends upon the former. 


{Christie v. Gosling (1866) L. R. 1 H. L. 279; Harrington (Countess) 
V. Harrington (Earl) (1871), L. R. 6 H. L. 87 ; MartelU v. Holloway 
(1872). L. R. 6 H. L. 632) ; or whether the chattels are riven to persons 
entitled to actual possession of the real estate (Scarsdale (Lord) v. Curzon 
(1860), 1 John. &; H. 40 (the rule enunciated in this case being stated in 
Be Angerstein, Angerstein v. Angerstein^ [1896] 2 Ch. 883, 889, 890 : “ If 
ihe gift of the chattels is to the person actually seised at the death of 
tenants for life, or to the person seised of the actual freehold which is 
defined as freehold in possession, or there are other clear words referring to 
actual possession, a tenant in t^ who dies before coming into possession 
is excluded **) ; Hogg v. Jones (1863), 32 Beav. 46 ; Be FothergilVs Estate, 
Brice-F other gill y , Price, [1903] 1 Ch. 149 ; Be Chesham^s (Lord) Settlement, 
Valentia ( Viscount) v. Che8ham(Lady), [1902] 1 Ch. 329, C. A. ; see the observa- 
tions on the latter case in Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., pp. 698, 699, n.). In all 
cases the absolute interests must be in persons who are not excluded by the 
rule. Accordingly, any provision postponing the vesting of the heirlooms 
in the successive tenants in tail must be confined to tenants in tail by 
purchase. Where, however, the chattels are settled to follow realty in 
strict settlement, a proviso preventing the absolute vesting in any tenant 
in tail unless such person attains twenty-one is, on construction, confined 
to tenants in tail by purchase (Christie v. Gosling, supra ; MartelU v. 
Holloway, supra; see, further, titles Real Property and Chattels 
Real; Settlements. 

(l) Ibbetson v. Ibbetson (1840), 6 My. & Cr. 26; followed in Dv/ngannon 
(Lord) V. (1846), 12 Cl. & Fin. 646. H. L. ; Wainman v. Field (1864), 
1 Kay, 607. In Trafford v. Trafford (1740), 3 Aik. 347, the objection of 
remoteness was not considered (see Lincoln (Countess) v. Newcastle (Duke) 
(1806), 12 Ves. 218, 231), and the case is no longer law (Dungannon (Lord) 
V. Smith, supra ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 663). In MaeJeworth v. 
Hinxman (1836), 2 Keen, 668, the rift of corpus, which was too remote, 
appears to have been ignored ; see Ker v. Dungannon (Lord) (1841), 1 Dr. 
& War. 609, 637, 638. In Bacon v. Proctor (1822), Turn. & R. 31, no 
declaration was made as to the title beyond a life estate. 

(m) VcLchel v. Vaehcl (1669), I Cas. in Ch. 129, 130 ; Crompe v. Barrow 
(1799), 4 Yes. 681 ; and see the cases cited in note (n), infra. 

(n) Longhead d. Hopkins v. Phelps (1770), 2 Wm. Bl. 703; Porter v. 
Bradley (1789), 3 Term Rep. 143 ; Leake v. Bobinson (1817), 2 Mer. 363, 
894; infer y. Wraith (1842), 13 Sim. 62 ; Goring y, Howard (\%i&), 10 
8im. 396 ; Monypenmy v. Dering (1862), 2 De &. M. G. 146. 181 ; 
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Sach a limitation is kno\p as a limitation with a doable 
aspect (o). It, in effect, comprises two or more alternative indepen* 
dent limitations (p). 

706. There may be an alternative independent gift to a class, 
valid if a power has not been exercised in a certain way, but 
capable of being invalidated by the exercise of the power. The 
explanation of such cases is referable to the distinctive legal 
qualities of a power and of the estate created by a power (g^). 
For example, where there is a gift to children with power to appoint 
life estates to a husband or wife, and an ultimate gift to grand- 
children living at the determination of the prior interests, the gift 
to the grandchildren is valid if the power has not been exer- 
cised, because the class of grandchildren would be ascertained 
within due course. On the other hand, the gift to the grand- 
children is capable of being invalidated if the children’s power 
is exercised in favour of a husband or wife not born in the lifetime 
of the original testator. In the latter alternative event, the class of 
grandchildren would not be ascertained until a period too remote. 
If, instead of a powder to appoint life estates to a husband or wife, 
life estates had been given to husband or wife, the whole gift would 
be bad for perpetuity, and there would be no independent valid 
alternative gift (r). 

Powers given to a series of persons may likewise be severable, so 
that an appointment exercised by one of the series may be valid, 
although it might be invalid if exercised by another («). 

707. But the double contingency in the above cases (f) must 
be so expressed in the instrument («). 

A gift single in point of expression cannot be split, although it 
may include two or more events, one of which may or does happen 
within the limits of the perpetuity rule (v). 


Cambridge v. Bous (1858), 26 Beav. 409 (in all which cases there was a gift 
on failure of issue at the death of an ancestor, as well as on failure of 
issue taking a vested interest) ; Miles v. Ilarfrrd (1879), 12 Ch. D. 691 • 
Be Bowles^ Page v. Page, [1906] 1 Ch. 371 ; Bandon (Earl) v. Moreland, 
[1910] 1 I. R. 220 ; Be Davies and KenVs Contract, [1910] 2 Ch. 35, C. A. 
As regards Evers v. ChaUis (1859), 7 H. L. Cas. 531, see note (6), p. 350, 
post 

(o) Liiddington v. Kime (1697), 1 Ld. Raym. 203, 208 ; and see Porter 
V. Bradley (1789), 3 Term Rep. 143, per Lord Kenyon, C.J., at p. 147 ; 
Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 601. 

(p) Monypenny v. Bering (1852), 2 De G. M. & G. 145, 183 ; Be Bowles, 
Page v. Page, supra ; Be Davies and Kents Contract, supra, at p. 46. 

(q) Be Davies and Kents Contract, supra, at p. 47, approving Be Bowles, 
Page v. Page, supra, 

(r) Be Bowles, Page v. Page, supra, per Farwell, J., at p. 376. 

(s) As to powers in this respect, see p. 354, post. 

(t) See the text, supra. 

(u) Miles v. Harford, supra, at p. 702 ; Be Bence, Smith v. Bence, 
[1891] 3 Ch. 242, 249, C. A, ; Hancock v. Watson, [1902] A. C. 14. 

(V) Proctor v. Bath and Wells (Bishop) (1794), 2 Hy. Bl. 358 ; Bing v. 
Hardwick (1840), 2 Beav. 362 ; Dungannon (Lord) v. Smith (1846), 12 
Cl. & Fin. 646, H. L. ; Monypenny v. Dering, supra, at p. 183 ; Be 
Thatcher* s Trusts (1869), 26 Beav. 366; Be Harvey, Peek v. Savory 
(1888), 39 Ch. D. 289, C. A. ; Be Bence, SmUh v. Bence, ewpra; Hancock 
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7d8. An exception to the last rule exists (a), founded on the 
principle of English real property law, that if a devise can take 
effect as a remainder it shall do so. Where a gift over, single in 
expression, can, in the event which has happened, take effect as a 
contingent remainder, it is allowed to take effect as such, although, 
if another event had happened, it would have been void for remote- 
ness as an executory devise (t). 

Sect. 5. — Failure of a Limitation under the Rule, 
Sub-Sect. l»~Effect in Oenercd. 

709. The general effect of a limitation being void under the rule 
is that the instrument takes effect as if the void limitation and all 
limitations dependent upon it were omitted (c). 

If a gift over is void, the limitation prior to it and made defeasible 
by it becomes free from such gift over, and may become inde- 
feasible (d). On the other hand, a prior limitation of an estate 
is as a general rule not affected by the failure of a limitation arising 
on the expiration of the prior estate (c). In a series of limitations 


V. Watson^ [1902] A. C. 14, 18. In Watson v. Young (1885), 28 Ch, D. 
436, the contingency was split, but it is doubtful whether the case is 
correct ; see Be Bence, Smith v. Bence, [1891] 3 Ch. 242, 249, C. A. 

(a) A quasi-exception, as pointed out by Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, 
pp. 367, 609, and Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 366, also 
occurs in the case where personalty is bequeathed to a series of unborn 
persons by words which would create successive estates tail if the subject 
of the limitation were real estate. In such cases, if the gift to the first of 
the series fails, e.g., by death without issue in the lifetime of the testator, 
the gift to the second of the series may take effect, although it would have 
been bad if the first taker had survived the testator. In Marsh v. Marsh 
(1783), 1 Bro. C. C. 293 ; Wilkinson v. South (1798), 7 Term Rep. 655 ; and 
Williams v. Lewis (1869), 6 H.L. Cas. 1013, 1024, a limitation of personalty 
on a failure of issue was treated as a limitation with a double aspect ; and 
see Brown v. Higgs (1799), 4 Ves, 708 ; Pelham (Lady) v. Oregory (1760), 3 
Bro. Pari. Cas. 204 ; Be Lowman, Devenish v. Pester, [1895] 2 Ch. 348, C. A. 

(h) Evers v. Challis (1859), 7 H. L. Cas. 631, where a gift over in default 
of A. leaving a child who being a son should attain twenty-three, or being 
a daughter snould attain twenty-one, took effect, on the death of A. without 
ever having had a child, as a contingent remainder. In Proctor v. Bath and 
WeUs (Bishop) (1794), 2 Hy. Bl. 358, the limitation could not take effect as 
a remainder in any case. Watson v. Young, supra (where Pearson, J., pur- 

S orted to follow Evers v. Challis, supra), was doubted in Be Bence, Smith v. 

^ence, supra. The exception has no relation to personal estate (Be 
Thatchers Trusts (1869), 26 Beav. 366; Hancock v. W atson, su'j^a). 

(c) Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 667. 

(d) See the cases of gifts on general failure of issue cited in note (k), 
p. 307, ante ; Doe d. Blesard v, Simpson (1842), 3 Man. & G. 929 ; Taylor 
v. Frobisher (1862), 5 De G. & Sm. 191 ; James v. Wynford (Lord) (1862), 1 
Sm.&G. 40, 67 ; Courtier v. Oram (1866), 21 Beav. 91 ; Webster v, Parr 
(1858), 26 Beav. 2.36, 238; Hodgson v. Haljord (1879), 11 Ch. D. 969; 
Coodier Y. Johnson (1881), 18 Ch. D. 441, 446; Be BaiUie, Faithful v. 
Sydney Industrial Blind Institution (1907), 7 New South Wales State 
Reports, 265 ; Be TyrrelVs Estate, [1907] 1 I. R. 292, C. A. ; Be Donovgh- 
more's (Earl) Estate, [1911] 1 I. R. 211 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, pp. 632, 
667 ; Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 247. 

(e) Be Blunfe Trusts, Wigan v. Clinch, [1904] 2 Ch. 767 ; Be Ashforth, 
Sibley v. Ashforth, [1905] 1 Ch. 636, following Garland v. Brown (1864), 10 
It, idZ. As to the cy-pres doctrine, see p. 367, post, 
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every part which is valid in itself, and can be separated from those Sect s. 
parts which are void, is upheld {f). Failure of a 

710. The estate or interest which.is the subject of the void limita- 

tion devolves as on failure of the limitation for other causes, for unje. 
example, in case of a settlement to the settlor or grantor (<7), and — * 
in case of a will, as on a lapse, to the residuary legatee or devisee (//.), 
or, if the limitation is itself of residue, or there is no residuary gift, invaUdiy 
to the persons entitled as on intestacy (t), and, in case of the exercise limited, 
of a special power, to the persons entitled in default of appointinent(/r). 

711. The property devolves subject to such directions as are Devolution 
validly imposed (Z). Keal estate held on a valid trust for sale, subject to 
where the trusts of the proceeds of t-ale fail for remoteness, becomes dtr^tiona. 
under the doctrine of reconversion subject to a trust for the heir or 
person entitled in default of disposition (m ) ; and where a trust for 

sale of real estate is void for remoteness, but the trusts of the 
proceeds are valid, the beneficiaries take the property as realty (n), 

712. Every limitation on the failure of, or expectant on the on sub- 
determination of, or in defeasance of, a limitation void under the Roqueut 
rule, is void(o). This applies although the subsequent limitation bmitationK, 
is to a person in esse^ who would otherwise take a vested interest (p), 

(/) Gooding v. Bead (1863), 4 De G. M. & G, 510, 0. A. ; and as to limita- 
tions to a series of persons, some of whom are not ascertainable wil bin the 
perpetuity period, see p. 347, ante, 

(q) Be Settlement (1855), 21 Beav. 174 ; Be Slavic's Tmsh (1872), 

21 W. R. 166. 

(h) Leake v. Bohinson (1817), 2 Mer. 363, 392; Bentinck v. Tortland 
{Duke) (1877), 7 Ch. D. 693, 700. 

(i) Proctor v. Bath and Wells (Bishop) (1794), 2 Ily. Bl. 358 ; Stuart v. 

Cockerell (1870), 6 Ch. App. 713 ; Bentinck v. Portland (Duke), mpra. 

Where a testator carves a chattel interest out of his real estate, and 
makes it the subject of remote limitations, it results to his heir willi 
the character of personal estate which the testator impressed upon it 
(Burley v. Evelyn (1848), 16 Sim. 290, 296). 

(k) See, further, p. 360, post. 

(l) Tregonwell v. Sydenham (1816), 3 Dow, 194, H. L. ; Be O'Brien's 
Estate, Prytz v. Trustees, Executors and Agency Co., Ltd. (1899), 24 
Victorian Law Reports, 360 (trust for maintenance). 

(m) Newman v. Newman (1839). 10 Sim. 51 ; Whitehecul v. Bennett (1853), 

1 Eq, Rep. 660; Hale v. Pew n868), 25 Beav. 335; and see title Equity, 

Vol. XIIL, p. 109.- 

(n) Qoodier v. Edmunds, [1893] 3 Ch. 466 ; Be Daveron, Bowen v. 

Churchill, [1893] 3 Ch. 421 ; Be Appleby, Walker v. Lever, Walker v. Nisbet, 

[1903] 1 Ch. 665, C. A. 

(o) Bobinson v. Hardcasile (1788), 2 Term Rep. 241, 380, 781 ; Proctor v. 

Bath and Wells (Bishop) (1794), 2 Hy. Bl. 368 (where the point was said to 
have been expressly decided in Cl^hnm (Earl) v. Toihill (1771), 7 Bro. 

Pari. Cas. 463); BouUe^e v. Dorril (1794), 2 Ves. 357. 363 ; Brudenell 
V. Elwes (1801), 1 East, 442 ; Beard v. Wesicott (1822), 6 B. & Aid. 801 (in 
Kind's Bench, although one of the subsequent limitations had been held 
valid in Common Pleas; see S. C. (1813), 6 Taunt. 393; (1822), Turn. 

& R. 26) ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 660. , 

(p) Monypenny v. Dering (1862), 2 De G. M. & G. 145. 181 ; Be Thatchxr $ 

Trusts (1869), 26 Beav. 366. The point was accordingly assumed without 
argumentin Be Mortimer, Orayv. Gray, [1906] 2 Ch. 602, C. A., a case ^der 
the old rule (see p. 364, post), where the person would otherwise nave taken 
a vested interest ; see 27 Law Quarterly Review, pp. 1 10, 112. The ground 
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and although such person only takes a life interest, which mmt 
otherwise take effect, if at all, during his life(g). In every case it 
is a question of construction whether the prior contingency is 
expressly or impliedly imported into the subsequent limitations (r) ; 
if it is, they are void; but if not, they take effect as independent or 
alternative limitations and may be valid («). Limitations in 
default of appointment are thus unaffected by a void power of 
appointment (f). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Void Bestridiona on Valid Limitationa, 

713. A restraint on anticipation imposed on the interest of an 
unborn person, which may possibly extend beyond the perpetuity 
period, is invalid (u ) ; but, in a limitation by will to a class, such a 
restraint is severable among the shares, and may be good as to 
t 3 se members of the class who are born in the testator’s 
lifetime (a), though void as to the shares of those who are born 
afterwards. 


given is that the limitation over was never intended to take effect if the 
persons intended to take under the prior limitations would, if they had 
been alive, have been capable of enjoying the estate ; see Monypenny v. 
Dering (1862), 2 De G. M. & G. 145, 181. 

iq) Beard v. WeatcoU (1822), 6 B. & Aid. 801 ; Monypenny v. Dering, 
Bupra ; Be Thatcher's Trusts (1859), 26 Beav. 366 ; see, however, Gray, 
Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., ss. 251 et seq, ; Be Norton, Norton v. 
Norton, [1911] 2 Ch. 27, per Joyce, J., at p. 40. 

(r) In Brudenell v. Elwes (1801), I East, 442, 454, the reason given was 
that the subsoquent limitation was made to depend on the limitations to 
persons incapable of taking under the rule, and was not to take effect until 
they were extinct; see also Palmer v. Holford (1828), 4 Russ. 403; Be 
Abbott, Peacock v. Frigout, [1893] 1 Ch. 64, per Stirling, J., at p. 67. 

(s) Thus a trust to take effect “ on failure of ** a trust made void by the 
rule may be valid as an alternative trust (Willson v. Cobley, [1870] W. N. 
46). In Monypenny v. Dering, supra. Lord St. Leonards, L.C., at p. 182, 
said, “ where there are gifts over which are void for perpetuity, and there 
is a subsequent and independent clause which is within the line of per- 
petuities, effect cannot be given to such a clause unless it will dovetail in, 
and accord with, previous limitations which are valid.** 

(t) See p. 360, post 

(u) Fry V. Capper (1863), Kay, 163; Armitage v. Coates (1865), 35 
Beav. 1 ; Be Teague's Settlement (1870), L. R. 10 Eq. 664 ; Be Cunynghame's 
Settlement (1871), L. R. 11 Eq. 324 ; Be Errington, Bawtree v. Errington, 
[1887] W. N. 23 ; ShuU v. Eogge (1888), 68 L. T. 646 ; Whitby v. Mitchell 
(1889), 42 Ch. D. 494, not appealed from on this point (1890), 44Ch. D. 86, 
C. A. In Be BidJey, Buckton v. Uay (1879), 11 Ch. D. 645, Jessbl, M.R., 
reluctantly followed the first-named cases ; he considered that the 
restraint ought to have been held an exception. In Carver v. Bowles 
(1831), 2 Russ. & M. 301 ; Thornton v. Bright (1836), 2 My. & Cr. 230; 
and Dickinson v. Mort (1850), 8 Hare, 178, the decisions were to the 
contrary effect, but the point was not argued. Sec, further, title Husband 
AND Wife, Vol. XVI., pp. 371, 372. 

(a) Wilson V. WUaon (1868), 4 Jur. (n. s.) 1076; Herbert y. Webster 
(1880), 16 Ch. D. 610 ; Be Bussell, Dorrellx, Dovrell, [1895] 2 Ch. 698, C. A.; 
Be Femeley's Trusts, [1902] 1 Ch. 643 ; Be Millward, Ste^man v. Hobday 
(1902), 87 L. T. 476 ; and Be Game, Game v. Tennent, [1907] 1 Ch. 276, are 
to this effect. Be Michael's Trusts (1877), 46 L. J. (ch.) 661 (afterwards not 
followed by the same judge in Herbert v. Webster, supra), and Be BidUy, 
Buckton V. Hay (1879), 11 Ch. D. 646 (where the restraints were held void 
without considering ike question of severance), are no longer followed ; 
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714. If there is a direction, not by way of executory trust, that 
property limited to any person shall be settled on him and his 
issue, on trusts which fail for remoteness, the direc tion for settle- 
ment on the issue is inoperative, and may be rejected, so long as 
there is a good absolute gift to the person in the first instance (6), 
but not in case there is no such absolute gift (c). 

Sect. 6. — Application of the Rule to Powers. 

SuB-SECr. 1. — Powers in General. 

716. With regard to powers (rf), objections on the ground of 
remoteness may be made either to the creation of the power or to 
the mode of exercise of the power. 

Objections to the validity of a power in its creation may be 
made on the grounds that the persons to exercise the power, or the 
time fixed by the terms of the power for its exercise or for its 
coming into effect, or the objects of the power or the subject-matter 
of the power, may possibly not be ascertained within the perpetuity 
period; such an objection, if well founded, prevents the power 
from ever being effectively exercised. 

To a disposition exercising a power validly created there may 
also be the objection that it has an effect not allowed by the 
rule; and such an objection is fatal to the particular disposition 
concerned. 

716. The following are exceptions from the application of the 
rule : — A power of appointment {e) or collateral power (/) limited 
after a failure of issue in tail, and barrable by the tenants in tail; 
powers created by w^ay of security {g ) ; and powers to raise money 
for payment of the debts of the creator of the power (//). 


Sect. 5. 
Failure of a 
Limitation 
under the 
Rule. 

Dircctiong for 
eettltiuient. 


ObjecUonB to 
powers. 


Remoteness 
in creation. 


Remoteness 
in exercise. 


Exceptions. 


see also Cooper v. Laroche (1881), 17 Ch. D. 368, 372 (where the grounds of 
the decision are no longer regarded as sufficient). 

(6) Arnoldv. Congreve (1830), 1 Russ. &M. 209; Oarverv. Rowles (1831), 
2 Russ. & M. 301 ; Bing v. Hardwick (1840), 2 Beav. 352; Harvey v. 
Siracey (1862), 1 Drew. 73, 140 ; Stephens v. Gadsden (1856), 20 Beav. 
463 ; uerrard v. Butler (1866), 20 Beav. 641 ; Salmon y. Salmon (1860), 29 
Beav. 27 ; Cooke v. Cooke (1887), 38 Ch. D. 202: Be Boyd, Nield v. Boyd 
(1890), 63 L. T. 92 ; Hancock Y. Watson, [1902] A. C. 14, 22. In Kampf 
V. Jones (1837), 2 Keen, 756, where the first absolute gift was to an infant, 
the fund was carried to her account with liberty to apply, with a view to 
confirmation in case, on attaining twenty-one, it was found to be for her 
benefit. See also Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 534. 

(o) Lassence v. Tierney (1849), 1 Mac. & G. 551 ; and as to gifts to a class. 


see p. 346, amte. 

(a) As to powers generally, see title Powers. r, 

(e) Eno V. Eno (1847), 6 Hare, 171 ; Bandon (Earl) v. Moreland, [1910] 
1 I. R. 220. As to limitations after estates tail, see p 323, ante. 

(f) Lee V. Ftnoent (1584), Cro. Ehz. 26; and see p. 326, ante. As to col- 
lateral powers, see title Powers. 

ig) As to the powers of mortgagees, see p. C04, post 

{%) 8Uk V. Prime (1768), 1 Bro. C. C. 138, n. ; Holder d. S^mrd v. 
Preeion (1769), 2 Wils. 400 ; and, as to trusts for payment of debts Mtt 
the explanation of this exception, see p. 327, ante. For pother explanation 
of the validity of these powers, see Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, s. 4oo. 


H.L. — xxn. 
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A power for an unborn person to appoint bo tliat the 
appointment takes effect on his death is invalid (e); and so is a 
power to appoint so that the appointment takes effect on his 
marriage, for in such a case marriage is as uncertain as death with 
regard to the time when it is to take place (/). 

721. As regards tlie validity in its creation of a general power, 
no question can arise whether the objects of the power can be 
ascertained within the perpetuity period or not (g). The freedom 
of disposition and choice of alienee possessed by the donee is the 
same as if he were absolute owner (h). In the case, therefore, of a 
general power, if the power is well created, the perpetuity period 
for the purpose of exercise of the power must be calculated not 
from the time of creation of the power, but from the time of 
its exercise (i). This holds good although the power is made 
exercisable by will only (j), or with any other formalities of 
execution (k). 

Sub-Sect. S —Special Powers of AppointmenU 

722. Special powers of appointment (Z), as regards their creation, 
are subject to the propositions above stated as applicable to general 
powers of appointment with respect to the ascertainment during 
the perpetuity period of (1) the donees who are to exercise them, 
(t2) the time at which they are to be exercised, and (3) the time at 
which they are to take effect (m). But in the case of special powers 
the perpetuity period is always calculated from the time of the 
creation of the power (m). 


Victorian Law Reports, 684 ; Be O'Brien's Estate, Prgtz v. Trustees, Execu- 
tors, and Agency Co., TM. (1899), 24 Victorian Law Reports, 360. 

(e) See note (t), p, 355, ante. 

(f) Morgan v. Gronow (1873), L. R. 16 Eq. 1, 10; compare Be Finch 
and Chew's Contract, [1903] 2 Ch. 486. 

{a) As to special powers, see p. 367, post. 

(h) See title Powers ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 483 ; Sugden, 
Powers, p. 394 ; Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 624. The 
view of Powell (note to Fearne, Executory Devises, p. 6) that a general 
power was only equivalent to absolute ownership where the donee had the 
absolute interest in default of appointment is not now accepted ; see 
Bous V. Jackson (1886), 29 Ch. D. 621. 

(t) See the cases cited in note (i), p. 332, ante ; Butler, note to Co. Litt. 
272 b ; Jee v. Audlcy (1787), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 324 (a rase of a limitation in 
exercise of a general power; see 2 Ves. 365) ; Taylors. Frobisher (1852), 
5 De G. dz Sm. 191 ; and title Powers. 

(;) Bous V. Jackson, supra; Be Flower, Edmonds v. Edmonds (1885), 
56 L. J. (cn.) 200; Stuart v. Babingfon (1891), 27 L. R. Ir. 651, not 
follow’iug Be Powell's Trusts (1869), 39 L. J. (cn.) 188 (which case is, 
however, considered by Gray (Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., ss. 620 
et seq,) as the soundest authority); and see p. 366, ante. 

(k) Bous V. Jackson, supra. The formalities required must only relate 
^ to execution, otherwise they would amount to an independent restriction, 

as in Wehb v. Sadler (1873), 8 Ch. App. 419 (consent of trustees required). 

(l) As to special powers of appointment generally, see title Powers. 

(m) See p. 353. ante, and see p. 367, post. As to remoteness in the 
donee, see Be Hargreaves, Midqley v. Taf2c^l890), 43 Ch. D. 401, C. A. ; as 
to remoteness in the time of exercise, see WoUasion v. King (1869) L. R. 8 
£q. 165 ; BA to remoteness in the contingency on which appointments 
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728 . Special powers are sabject to further restrictions, due to 
the fact that the class of objects in favour of whom the |)Ower may 
be executed is limited by the creator of the power. If this class is 
to be i^certainable on a contingency, the contingency must be 
one which must necessarily occur within the perpetui^ period, 
reckoning from the date of the creation of the power (li). The 
power is void if the contingency, upon which the class of objects 
is to be ascertained, may be beyond the perpetuity i>eriod, even 
although the class forms part of a larger class, every member of 
which must be so ascertained. The rule requires the ascertainment 
not only of the extreme limits of the class of persons who may 
take, but of the very i>erson8 who are to take (o). 

724 . Where the class of objects is defined by sucli a description 
that, if any of the class exist at all, some, at all events, of 
the class must necessarily be ascertained within the proper period, 
although the whole class may not be, as in the case of a 
power to appoint to issue generally of a living person, then the 
power is valid, although within its terms an appointment may be 
made which is too remote. In such a case the only question that 
can arise will be as to how in fact the power has been exorcised (p). 
In creating such a power as last mentioned, therefore, it is not 
necessary to insert words limiting the objects to persons born 
within a particular time, or otherwise taking vested interests within 
the proper period (q) ; the insertion of such a restriction has no 
influence in rendering valid an appointment, even so far as the 
appointees are within the restriction (r). 


under the power are to take effect, see Be Norton, Norton v. Norton, [1911] 
2 Ch. 27. 

(n) persons living at a certain time or surviving a certain person 
(Blight V. Hartnoll (1881), 19 Ch. D. 294 (at time of sale) ; Be Norton, 
Norton v. Norton, supra ; and see Be Bowles, Page v. Page, [1906] 1 Cli. 
371). 

(o) Blight V. Hartnoll, supra, per Fry, J., at p. 300 ; “ This is because 
the rule is aimed at the practice object of telling who can deal with the 
property ; and, if you cannot tell who are entitled to the property but only 
who may become entitled to the property, the property is practically tied 
up.** 

(p) Griffith V. PownaU (1843), 13 Sim. 393, 396; Slark v. Ddkyns 
(1874), 10 Ch. App. 36 ; Be Warren^ s Trusts (1884), 20 Ch. D. 208 ; and 
see Boutledge v. DorrH (1794), 2 Ves. 357; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, 
p 487. As tc Thomas Y, Thomas (1844), 14 Sim. 234, which is apparently 
to the contrary, see Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, Supplement, p. 160; 
Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 612. 

(q) Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 487 ; Sugden, Powers, 8th ed.,p. 397 ; 
Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 399 ; and compare Encyclo- 
psedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. XIII., p. 366. It is, however, a 
desirable practice to refer to the rule by way of reminder to the parties 
(see i6id., VoL XIII.. pp. 361, 426, 427 ; Vol. XV., p. 405 ; and, as to a 
portions clause, see ihia., Vol. X1II.» pp. 372, 396). The form given 
appears preferable to a restriction to the life of the donee and twenty* 
one years aft^. 

(r) Kampf v. Jones (1837), 2 Keen, 750 ; Whitby v. MiteheU (1889), 42 
Ch. D. 494 ; Hutehinson v. Tottenham, [1898] 1 I. R. 403 ; affirmed [1899] 
1 1. R. 344, C. A. ; JRs Beales^ Settlement Barrett v. Beales, [1906] 1 Ch. 266 ; 
Be Wright, WhUworik v. Wright, [1906] 2 Ch. 288. A suggestion was 
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725. The exercise of a special power of appointment takes 
effect as a selection among the objects («), and as a delegated 
disposition by the creator of the power {t). The donee, therefore, 
may not, by exercising the power, create estates or interests which 
the creator of the power could not himself in like circumstances 
have created by some other disposition instead of creating the 
power (a). In other words, while the circumstances in which 
the appointment is made are considered and taken into account, 
the perpetuity period is reckoned from the time of creation of 
the power, and not, as in the case of a general power, from the 
time of exercise (h). 

An appointment is conveniently tested in this respect by placing 
the estates and interests created hy the appointment in the instru- 
ment creating tlie power in the place of the power itself as if the 
instrument creating the power and the instrument executing the 
power had been incorporated in one instrument (c). In adopting 
this lest the language of the appointment should neither be 
written literally into the instrument creating the power, for in 
that case contradictions of time would be introduced (rf), nor 
be translated into the language which the creator of the power 
would have used at the time of creation to describe the appointees 
or to fix the times of vesting of their interests (e). The appoint- 
ment should be read into the prior instrument with reference to 
all its attendant circumstances at the time when it took effect (/). 


made in Jarman on Wills, Ist ed., p. 250, and adopted in Lewis, 
Law of Perpetuity, p. 498, that an appointment among the whole class 
without the restriction would be good pro innto, but Lewis (Law of 
Perpetuity, p. 499) and Gray (Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 538) 
point out insuperable difficulties in adopting this suggestion, which hns 
not been supported by subsequent editors of Jarman on Wills, nor by 
any decision of a court. As to Stroud v. Norman (1854), Kay, 313, see 
Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 540. 

(«) Co. Litt. 272 b, Butler’s note. 

{t) See, generally, title Powers. 

(a) Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 488 ; Marlborough {Duke) v. Oodolphin 
(T^arl) (1759), 1 Eden, 404, per Henley, Lord Keeper, at p. 417 ; affirmed, 
Spencer {Lord) v. Marlborough {Duke) (1763), 3 Bro. Pari. Cas. 232 ; Whitting 
V. Whitting (1908), 53 Sol. Jo. 100. 

{b) Robinson v. Eardoastle (1786), 2 Bro. C, C. 22; (1788), 2 Term 
Rep. 241, 380, 781 ; Routledgey, Dorril (1794), 2 Ves. 357 ; Massey v. 
Barton (1844), 7 I. £q. R. 95, observed upon, however, as to the application 
of the rule to the facts of the case, in 12e Hallinan^s Trusts, [1904] 1 I. R. 
452, C. A., per Porter, M.R., at pp. 456, 458 ; Chance v. Chance (1853), 16 
Beav. 672 ; Stark v. Dakyns (1874), 10 Ch. App. 36 ; Be Coulman, Munby 
V. Boss (1886), 30 Ch. D. 186 : Cooke v. Cooke (1887), 38 Ch. J). 202 ; Be 
Boyd, Nield v. Boyd (1890), 63 L. T. 92 ; Tredennick v. Tredennick, [1900] 
1 I, R. 364 ; Whitby v. Von I/uedeoke, [1906] 1 Ch. 783 ; Sugden, Powers, 
p. 396 ; Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 616. 

(c) Marlborough {Duke) v. Oodolphin {Lord) (1760), 2 Ves. Sen. 61, 78 ; 
Jlarvey v. Stracey (1862), 1 Drew. 73, 134; D'Ahbadie v. Bizoin (1871), 
6 I. R. Eq. 206 ; Be Brown and Sihly's Contract (1876), 3 Ch. D. 156 ; ^ 
Thomson, Thompson v. Thompson, [1906] 2 Ch. 199. 

(d) Be Thompson^ Thompson v. Thompson, supra, per Joyce, J., at p. 206. 

(e) Be BalUnan's Trusts, [1904] 1 I. R. 462, C. A. ; Gray, R^e gainst 
Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 617, criticising the contrary view in Lewis, Law of 
Peiwtuity, p. 491. 
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It is as if the creator hai left a blauk in the limitations or succes- 
sion of interests in the instrument creating the power and had 
himself, at the date and in the circumstances existing when the 
appointment took effect, filled up that blank. 

An appointment by will is ambulatorv until the death of the 
testator, and the appointment may be valid at his death although 
it would have been invalid at the date of the will (ff). 

726. A special power may therefore be exercised in favour of 
an object of the power by giving him a life interest and a general 
power of appointment by will only, if he is alive at the creation 
o! the i)Ower (/i), but not if he is unborn at the creation of the 
power (i). 

An appointment after the deaths of any objects of the power to 
their next of kin is valid in the case of an object alive at the creation 
of the power, subject to the question whether the next of kin are 
objects of the power, but is invalid under the rule against perpetui- 
ties in the case of an object unborn at the creation of the power (j). 

727. Where an appointment is made which is invalid wholly or 
partially under the rule, and in the same instrument of appointment 
a person concurs, as a party to tlie deed or otherwise, who is an 
object of the power, and one to whom a perfectly valid appointment 
might have been made of the property appointed, then, if the facts 
warrant it, and if there is no question of a fraud on the power (/0» 
the appointment may be treated as an appointment to that person 
absolutely, with a subsequent settlement or disposition by him in 
favour of the actual appointees (i). The acts of concurrence must bo 
such as to make the disposition binding on the object concurring (m). 

728. The principles as to rejecting separable invalid restrictions 
on validly created interests, and other rules as to direct limita- 
tions («), apply to appointments under powers (o). 


(g) Be Thompson, Thompson v. Thompson, [lOOC] 2 Ch. 199, 205. 

\h) Phipson v. Turner (1838), 9 Sim. 227 ; Morse v. Martin (1805), 31 
Beav. 500 ; 8larh v, Dakyns (1874), 10 Ch. App. 35. 

(i) WoUaston v. King (1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 165 ; Whithy v. Mitchell (1889), 
42 Ch. D. 494 ; Tredenniok v. Tredennick, [1900] 1 I. K. 354 ; and see 
Cooke V. Cooke (1887), 38 Ch. D. 202. 

(;) Be Coalman, Munhy v. Boss (1885), 30 Ch. D. 186. As to appoint- 
ments to executors and administrators of an unborn person, see Webb v. 
Sadler {ISIZ), 8 Ch. App. 419, 427, 428. 

(k) See Birley v. Birley (1858), 25 Beuv. 290 ; and title Powers. 

(0 Boutledge v, DorrU (1794), 2 Ves. 357, 362; Whitting v. Whitling 
(1908), 53 Sol. Jo. 100 ; and see Morgan v. Oronow (1873) L. H. 16 Eq. 1, 10 
(where the ground of invalidity of one daughter’s appointment was said to 
be that she id not concur in the appointment, and therefore there w^ no 
settlement on her issue other than by the exercise of the power) ; see Gray, 
Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., ss. 528, 529. As to the effect of such 
concurrence generally, see title Powers. 

(m) See BrudeneU v. EUbm (1802), 7 Ves. 382, 390. 

(n) See p. 362, ante. .... . . , 

(o) Thus, invalid directions for settlement were rejected in appointments 

in Carver v. Bowlee (1831). 2 Buss. & M. 301. 304; Harvey v. Btraeey 
0862). 1 Drew. 73. 140; St^hene v. Gadsden (1856). 20 Beav. 463 iGetrard 
V. Butler (1865). 20 Beav. 541 ; Cooke v. Cooke (1887). 38 Ch. D. 202 ; 
Be Boyd. Nieli ?. Boyd (1890). 63 U T- 08 ; spo T, fomali 
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729 . Subject to the rules permitting the separation of any part 
of an appointment capable of being separated, the rejection of 
inyalid restrictions, a valid further appointment (p) or valid con- 
firmation (^), the whole of any interest which is invalidly appointed 
under the rule against perpetuities goes to the persons entitled in 
default of appointment (r). 

730 . The fact that a power may be exercised in a manner con- 
trary to the rule does not affect a gift in default of appointment, 
which takes effect unless it is itself obnoxious to the rule against 
perpetuities («). This is so beoause, until the power is exercised, 
the property remains vested in those who take in default of 
appointment (t). 

731 . A gift to take effect on the determination of prior interests, 
including interests to be appointed under a power, may take effect 
as an independent alternative gift. If the power is not exercised, 
or is exercised so as to render the subsequent gift unobjectionable 
under the rule, the gift takes effect ; and, if it is exercised so as 
to make the subsequent gift objectionable under the rule, the gift 
will be void, so that until the exercise of the power it cannot be 
said whether the gift is good or bad (a). 


(1843). 13 Sim. 303; and restraints on anticipation in anointments to 
females were rejected in Re Teague's Settlement (1870), L. K. 10 Eq. 664 ; 
Re Cunynghame's Settlement (1871), L. R. 11 Eq. 324; Shute v, Hogqe 
(1888), 68 L. T. 646; Whitby y, Mitchell (1889), 42 Ch. D. 494. The 
marriage of the appointee is not an adoption of the trusts of the 
npoluted fund, so as to establish the validity of the restraint clause {Re 
Teague's Settlement, supra, at p. 669). 

(p) Morgan v, Oronow (1873), L. R. 16 Eq. 1 ; Wollaston v. King (1868), 
L. n. 8 Eq. 166 (where there was a residuary appointment). 

iq) A void appointmen|} may. if circumstances afterwaids make it 
possible, bo confirmed by reappointment, but not by any mere expression 
of desire to confirm the invalid appointment (Morgan v. Oronow, supra, 
atp. 11). 

(r) Routledge v. Vorril (1794), 2 Ves. 367 ; Chance v. Chance (1853), 16 
Beav. 672 ; Ratcliffe v. Uampson (1866), 1 Jur. (n. s.) 1104 ; Wollaston v. 
King (1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 166 ; D'Ahhadie v. Bizoin (1871), 5 I. R. Eq. 205 ; 
Whitby V. Mitchell (1889), 42 Ch. D. 494; affirmed (1890), 44 Ch. D. 86, 
C, A. ; Re Boyd, Nield v. Boyd (1890), 63 L. T. 92. In Re Heaiheote, 
Trench v. Eeaiheote, [1891] W. iJ. 10, and Re Crichton's SetUement, Sweetman 
V. Batty (1912), 106 L. T. 688, the persons so entitled in default of 
appointment were ordered to bring certain validly appointed interests 
into hotchpot. With regard to appointments by will under general 
powers, an interest invalidly appoint^ may pass under a residuary devise 
or bequest ; see the Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will, 4 & 1 Viet, c. 26), ss. 26, 27 ; 
and tne text, supra. As to appointments under special powers, an interest 
invalidly appointed will not as a general rule pass under a residuary 
devise or bequest (Freme v. Clement (1881), 18 Ch. D. 499, where the 
contrary was held, was disapproved in Holylandr. Lewin (1884), 26 Ch. D. 
266, C. A.). 

(s) WoUastonx, (1869), L. R. 8Eq. 166; Webb v. Sadler (1873), 
8 Ch. App. 419 ; Re Cowman, Munby v. Ross (1886), 30 Ch. D. 186; Be 
Abbott, Veacock v. Frigout, [18931 1 Ch. 64 ; Be Hobson's Will, etc,, Hobson 
V. Sharpf [1907] Viotorian Law Reports, 724. 

(() See Ikmbert v. Thwaites (1866), L. R. 2 Eq. 161, 156; and title 
Powers. 

(a) Be Bowles, Page v. Page, [1906] I Ch. 371, approved in Be Davies and 
K^s Contract, [1910] 2 Ch. 36, C. A., in both ox which oases powers to 
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732. In the case where a testator has a special power of appoint- 
ment and exercises it in favour of objects not capable of taking 
under the rule, but at the same time disposes of his own property 
in favour of objects entitled in default of appointment, the 
latter persons are not bound to elect whether they will con- 
firm the invalid disposition or take the interest in the testator’s 
property (b). 

Suh-Sect. 4. — Collateral Potrera, 

733. If a power of sale or other collateral power is created to 
arise on a future event, that event must be such as must necessarily 
happen within the perpetuity period (<•)- 

734. The duration of a power, whether created to arise 
immediately or on a future event, is a matter of construction of 
the instrument creating it(d). Where the power is made exer- 
cisable, expressly or impliedly, during the continuance of the 
beneficial trusts declared by the instrument, then, so long as these 
beneficial trusts are valid within the rule, the power is validly 
exercisable, until the effect of the settlement is spent, and the 
estates under it become vested in possession (c). 

735. Express or implied trusts for sale of land are by statute 
deemed, in favour of a purchaser, to be subsisting until the land 
has been conveyed to or under the direction of the persons interested 
in the proceeds of sale, but without prejudice to the order of any 
court restraining a sale (/). 

736. Powers, although framed in general terms, are limited by 
the nature of the limitations contained in the instrument, so that 


appoint to husbands or wives, which might have been exercised invalidly, 
did not displace gifts to take effect on the determination of the trusts, 
including the trusts arising under the appointments ; and see p. 349, ante, 
{b) Bobimon v. HardcaaUe (1788), 2 Bro. C. C. 344; Be Nash, Cook v. 
Frederick, [1910] 1 Ch. 1, C. A,, a case under the older rule (see p. 364, 
post), approving the decisions in WoUaston v. Kirig (1868),L. R. 8 Kq. 105 ; 
Be Warren's Trusts (1884), 26 Ch. D. 208 ; Be Oliver's Settlement, Evered v. 
Leigli, [1905] 1 Ch. 191 ; Be Beales' Settlement, Barrett v. Beales, [ 1905 ) 

1 Ch. 266 ; Be Wright, Whitworth v. Wright, [1906] 2 Ch. 288 ; Be Hand- 
cock's Trusts (1889), 23 L. R. Ir. 34, C. A., and disapproving Be Bradshaw, 
Bradshaw v. Bradshaw, [1902] 1 Ch. 436 ; and see title Equitt, Vol. X 1 1 f , 
p. 116; and compare p. 366, The question is therefore settled in 
England ; but se t Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed , pp. 421 — 436. 

(o) Eaie V. Pew (1868), 26 Beav. 336 ; see Be Domes and Kent's Contract, 
[1910] 1 Ch. 36, C. A. (a trust for sale) ; Blight v. HartnoU {1 SSI), 19 Ch. D. 
294 ; and see p. 318, ante, 

{d) Be Cotton's Trustees and London School Board (1882), 19 Ch. D. 624, 
per rar, J., at p. 626 ; Be Jump, OaUoway v. Hope, [1903] 1 Ch. 129. 

(e) Trower v. Knightley ( 1821), Madd. 6c G. 134 ; Boyce v. Hanning (1832), 

2 Or. 6c J. 334 ; Wood v. White (1838), 4 My. & Cr. 460 ; Lantsberi/ v. 
OoRfsr (1866), 2 K. 6c J. 709 ; Doneaster v. Doncaster {IS56), 3 K. 6c J. 26 ; 
TaUe V. Swinstead (1869), 26 Beav. 626 ; Be HorsnaiU, Womersley v. Hors* 
naiU, [1909] 1 Ch. 631. Similarly, as to powers exercUable only with the 
consent of persons entitled under the ben^dal limitations (Real Property 
Commissionen* 3rd Report, p. 34 ; Biddle ▼. Perkins (1829), 4 Sim. 135 t 
Powis y. Oapron (1830), 4 Sim. 138, n.). 

(/) Conveyance Act, 1911 (1 6c 2 (jheo. 5, e. 37), s. 10 (3), (4). 
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when, by reason of the expiration or cesser of those limitations, the 
absolute interests come into existence, the power, in general, is 
considered to be at an end(^). This affords a guarantee against 
remoteness in such cases. This principle, however, has no 
application where the power is to take effect on the coming into 
existence of the absolute interests (h), whether for the purposes of 
division (f) or other purposes connected with the instrument (j). 
In these cases the power may be exercised validly in a reasonable 
time afterwards (A). 

737. Powers whicli may be barred by a tenant in tail are not 
obnoxious to the rule during the continuance of the estate tail (1 ) ; 
but a power of management annexed to an unbarrable estate during 
minorities, not confined to the minorities of tenants in tail by 
purchase, is invalid (?/?), as is a similar power to cut timber (n). 

738. No power can he given to change the nature of the interests 
limited by the instiument at a time exceeding the limit prescribed 
by the rule (o). 

Sect. 7. — Apjdicaiion of the Rule to Securities. 

739. Wlicre an estate or interest is invalidated by the rule 
against perpetuities, a mortgage, cliarge, or other security (p) upon 
that estate or interest is nugatory ns a security. But where an 
estate or interest is validly created, the rule does not appear to 
have any application to the estates, interests, or rights of an ordinary 
mortgagor and mortgagee, cliargor and chargee, or persons deriving 


{g) Peters v. Lewes and East Orinsiead Rail, Co. (1881), 18 Ch. D. 429, 
r, A. ; Relson v. Callow (1848), 16 Sim. 353 ; compare Meller v. Stanley 
(1804), 2 De G. .1. h Sm. 183, C. A. (trust to renew lease indeflnitely). In 
Jte Brown's Seiilement (1870), L. K. 10 Eq. 349, 363, James, V.-C., said 
tliat 80 long as there is a settled estate in any part of the property, so long 
must the po^or remain in existence ; and see title Powers. 

{h) Peters v. Lewes and East Grinstead Rail. Co., supra. 

{i) Re ('oiton's Trustees and Jjondon School Board (1882), 19 Ch. D. 024 ; 
Re Uenzell, TTolgate v. Ilumphris, fl887J AV. N. 240; Re Sudeley {Lord) 
and Baines Co., [1894] 1 Cli. 334. 

(/) Re Dyson and Fowke, [1890] 2 Ch. 720. 

(A) See Forbes v. Peacock (1840), 1 Ph. 717 ; Re Tweediennd Miles (ISS4), 
27 Ch. D. 315 (a case of a trust at discretion to sell, where the delay was 
hold not unreasonable) ; Re Sudeley (Lord) and Baines db Co., supra. In 
Peters v. Lewes and East Grinstead Rail. Co., supra, Jessel, M.R., at 
p. 434, said that, in a ease where there is nothing but absolute limitations 
of interests given in the first instance, no one would say that twenty-one 
years was a reasonable time. 

(0 Biddle v. Perkins (1829), 4 Sim. 135; Waring v. Coventry (1833), 
1 My. & K. 249 ; Wallis v. Freestone (1839), 10 Sim. 225; Cole v. Sewell 
(1843), 4 Dr. & War. 1, 32. In Lantsbery v. CoUier (1850), 2 K. & J. 709, 
tlie power was held exercisable during the continuance of the settlement 
and after possibility of issue was extmet. 

(m) See p. 325, ante. 

(n) Ferrand v. Wilson (1845), 4 Hare, 344, criticised in Gray, Rule 
against Perpetuities, 2ad ed., s. 502 ; see p. 380, po«{, 

(o) '^are v. PolhUl (1805)» 11 Yea. 267 ; Peters v. Lewes and East Grin- 
sUaa Rail. Co.^ supra, per Jessel, M.R., at p. 433; Tyrrell v« Naylor 
(1892), 11 New Zealand l4iw Reports, 118. 

(p) generally, title MoutqaOE, Yol. XXI., pp. 96 el eeq. 
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title under them, or to the exercise of the powers conferred by the 
security (g). 

740 . At all events, as regards the right of redemption, it is 
useless to provide that it must be exercised, if at all, within any 
limited period. Any such restriction is inoperative against the 
mortgagor, who may redeem at any time, however remote, subject 
to the provisions of the Statutes of Limitation (/•). If, again, it is 
provided that the right shall not be exercised for a period which 
the court considers unreasonable, the restriction is invalid, not on 
the ground of perpetuity, but as a clog on the equity of redemp- 
tion («). A proviso for redemption at any time is not invalid under 
the rule (0 ; and where a rentcharge is granted by way of Welsh 
mortgage, a proviso for redemption at any time is valid (a). 


(q) E.g.,a vendor’s lion for money only payable on a remote contingent 
event (Quart v. Eager (1908), 18 Ontario Law Reports, 18); and compare 
a devise of land to secure a contingent debt (Wood v. Drew (1864), 33 
Beav. 610, 615). Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., ss. 562 
et «eg., discusses the question whether, if, under a mortgage, the mortj^agor 
and mortgagee’s rights may not arise until a period beyond the Limits of 
the rule (e.g., if the condition of the mortgage was to pay the debt in 
thirty years), they would be void for remoteness, and gives the opinion 
that they would be void. The fact that the date for payment is fixed at 
an indefinitely distant time, however, does not appear to be treated aa 
material (see the cases cited «upro), except that where repayment is not to 
be made at all, or at Doomsday, or only at the ox>tion of the covenantor, the 
provision is void as repugnant (Shep. Touch., od. Preston, p. 369 ; Ee 
Tewkesbury Oas Co., Tysoe v. The Co., [1911] 2 Ch. 279 ; affirmed, fltG2] 
1 Oh. 1, C. A.). It i.s possible to suppose several kinds of transaction.^ 
which, though resembling mortgages, arc really not so in substance, e.g., 
sales with provisoes for repurchase, which create future interests 
to which the rule would apply. It has been suggested that the 
exemption of mortgages from the rule may bo explained by the view 
that they are contracts, that the securities and the rights and interests, 
legal and equitable, which they create, e.g., the mortgagor’s eipiify of 
ledemption and the mortgagee’s legal estate, are, in substance and leality, 
not future but present rights and interests, and that it is only the remedies, 
e.g., sale, foreclosure, suits for redemption, which are future or indefinite in 
point of time. Gray, how’ever (Rule against Perjiotuities, 2nd ed., 
g. 569), deprecates such suggestions as “verbal jugglery.” As the law 
stands, whatever be the true foundation of their exemption, they aie 
undoubtedly exempt from the rule. Rentcharges securing personal 
covenants to pay annuities, upon a possibly remote event, have been held 
not to be within the rule; see Morgan v. Davey (1883), Cab. & Kl. 114; 
which case, it has been suggested, may be supported on the ground (hut 
such reutcharg^ give merely a remedy, not a right of property ((iray. 
Rule against Perpetuities, 2ud ed., s. 273 a); and see title Renichakgls 
AND Annuities. 

(r) See title Mortgage, Vol. XXL, pp. 142 et seq. Different cim- 
siderations may apply where the right of redeiiiptioii is given to a third 
party ; see Marks v. Marks (1718), 10 Mod. Rep. 419. 

(s) See title Mortgage, Vol. XXL, p. 143. The period allowed a.s 
reasonable appears at present to be less than the perpetuity period. 

(t) See Hasker v. Summers (1884), 10 Victorian Law Reimrts, Equity 
Cases, 204. 

(a) See Howel v. Price (1715), 1 P. Wms. 201 ; Bulwer v. AstUy (1844), 

1 Ph. 422, borii cases being between p<;rt>ous claiming under the mortgagor 
only; Orde v. Homing (1686), 1 Vern. 418. As (o Welsh mortgages, see 
title Mortgage, Vol. XXL, pp. 87. 88. As to roatcUarges granted 
beneficially, compare note (li), p. 32 L unig. 
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741. The rule against perpetuities does not apply to any restric- 
tions on the estate or interest of the mortgagee (b) or on his powers 
of sale or other powers (c), granted or conferred by the mortgage, 
incidental to the estate of the mo^agee, and relating to the 
maintenance or enforcing of his security. 

Collateral advantages given to the mortgagee are protected from 
objection on account of remoteness by the rule against clogging the 
equity of redemption (<?). 

742. A floating charge on a company’s assets is treated as valid 
although the events upon which it may crystallise may take place 
at any remote period (e). 

By statute, debentures of a company under the Companies (Con- 
solidation) Act, 1908, may be made irredeemable, or redeemable 
only on the happening of a contingency, however remote, or on the 
expiration of a period, however long (/). 


Part Hi. — The Rule Prohibiting Limitations 
to Successive Generations of Unborn 

Issue. 

Sect. 1 . — Natwre of the Hale. 

743. The second rule against remoteness of limitation is as 
follows : — 

In the case of realty, after a limitation for life to any person 
not in existence at the time that the instrument creating the 
limitation becomes operative, a limitation by remainder to any 
issue of such person as purchasers is void(//). It has been 


(h) QilherUon v. liichards (1860), 5 H. & N. 463, Ex. Ch. ; Sngden, 
Powers, 8th ed., p. 16 ; as to which, see Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 
2nd ed., ss. 273a, 570. 

(c) Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 660; 1 Powell on Devises by Jarman, 
pp. 260, 261. As to mortgages by deed where the powers are implied 
under the Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet, 
c. 41), no doubt can arise, the powers being statutory. 

(d) See title Mortgage, Vol. XXL, pp. 143, 144. 

(e) As to floating charges, see title Companies, Vol. V., p. 348. 

(/) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 103, re- 
enacting the Companies Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 50), s. 14 ; see title Com- 
panies, Vol. V., p. 346. The latter enactment was apparently intended 
to negative the decision in Be Southern Brasilian Bio Orande do StU Bail. 
Co,, Ltd., [1905] 2 Ch. 78, in which case, however, no question as to the 
rule agmnst perpetuities was raised. 

ig) Whitby v. MiteheU (1890), 44 Ch. D. 85, C. A. ; Be Nash, Cook v. 
Frederick, [1910] 1 Ch. 1, C. A. ; Feame, Contingent Remainders, p. 502 ; 
Sugden, Powers (ed. 1861), p. 393; Challis, Real Property, 3rd ed.,p. 116. 
The rule is sometimes caliea the rule in v. MiteheiU, but the role 

is older than that case, for it was a rule of ’he common law (see Be Naehg 
Cook V. Frederiek, sMjmi ; Marlborough (Duke) ▼. Oodolphin (Bart) (1759), 
1 Eden, 404 ; Hay v. Coventry (Earl) (1789), 3 Term Rep. 83, 86). It 
was formerly known as the rule against a ** possibility on a possibility, * 
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Sect. 1. 

Natiureoi 
the Rule. 


under a principle, forbidding remote poRsibilitios, which was applied to 
particular instances of remote contingencies {(Jheding1on*$ (Rector) Case 
(1598), 1 Co. Rep. 163 a. 156 b ; Stafford's (Lord) Case (1600), 8 Co. Rep. 
73 b, 75 a ; LampeVs Case (1612), 10 Co. Rep. 46 b, 50 b ; Bhmford v. Blum^ 
jford(l6l6), 3 Bulst. 98, 108 ; Sanders v. Cornish (1631), Cro. Car. 230 ; Lon* 
don Corporation v. Alford (1640), Cro. Car. 676 ; Pearse v. Reeve (1661 ), PoU. 
29; Child v. Baylie (1618), Cro. Jac. 459, 461 ; Burgis v. Burgis (1674), 1 
Mod. Rep. 114; Chapman d. Oliver v. Brown (1765), 3 Burr. 1626; Cole 
V. Sewell (1843), 4 Dr. & War. 1, per Sugpen, L.C., at p. 28; Re Frost, 
Frost V. Frost (1889), 43 Ch. D. 246 ; 2 Cases with Opinions of Counsel, 
435) ; but, since there is no nile that in the general sense of the words 
there cannot be a possibility on a possibility {Cotton v. Death (1639), 1 Roll. 
Abr. 612; Snowev. (1604), 1 Lev. 135; Lovev. Windham (1670), 1 

Sid. 460, 461 ; Norfolk's (Duke) Case (1685), 3 Cas. in Ch. 1, H. L., per 
Lord Nottingham, L.C., at pp. 29, 30; Thellusson v. Woodford (1799), 4 
Ves. 227, per Buller, J , at p. 327 ; Egerton v. Brownlow (Earl) (1863), 4 
H. L. Cas. 1, 53, 54, 70, 95, 122, 205), this phrase should not bo used (Re 
Nash, Cook v. Frcderitk, [1910] 1 Ch. 1, 10, C. A.). The principle against 
remote possibililies also forbids a limitation of a remainder to a corporation 
not in esse, or to the right heirs, as purchasers, of a person notin esse (Challis, 
Real Property, 3rd ed., p. 116 ; see title Real Property and Chattels 
Real). Obiection has been made that there is no trace of the rule in 
old cjises (Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, Supplement, p. 124; Gray, Hule 
against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., ss. 126 ct seq.). Such limitations were not 
attempted before the introduction of the rule against perpetuities ; see 
Marlborough (Dvke) v. Godolphin (Earl) (1150), 1 Eden, 404, 416; and 
compare Williams, Juridical Society Papers, Vol. I., p. 46, on the origin 
of the present mode of settlement. The first limitation, to the unborn 
person nimself, is valid ; see p. 338, ante. 

(h) It has been suggested that the rule may not be confined to cases 

where the second unborn person is the issue of the first unborn person 
(see Honywood v. Honywood (1906), 92 L. T. 814, H. L., per Lord Da vet, 
at pp. 815, 816 (the question arose on the limitations in this case, but 
was not argued, and tlie point was expressly reserved by the judgment); 
see also Seaward v. WUlock (1804), 5 East, 198, per Lord Ellenborough, 
C.J , at p. 205 ; Doe d. Oarrod v. Qarrod (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 87, per Lord 
Tenterden, C J., at p. 96; and compare note (g), p. 336, ante. In Re 
Frost, Frost v. Frost, supra, at p. 263, the rule was said to apply to a 
remainder, after limitations to an unmarried woman and to any surviving 
husband she might marry, to her children (not necessarily the children 
of such surviving husband) living at the death of the survivor, but the 
case has been criticised; see Challis, Real Property, 3rd ed., p. 117. As 
to whether the rule applies where the first unborn pcrsori takes an estate 
tail, see 2 Preston, Abstracts of Title, p. 1 15, where it is so f«tated, and 
Williams, Real Property, 20th ed., p. 402 (a), where it is submitted that 
such limitations should be valid. For other suggestions, see notes (o), (r), 
p. 366, post ^ ^ 

(i) A.-O. V. Cummins (1896), [1906] 1 I. R. 400, per Palles, C.B., at 
p. 408; 1 Preston, Abstracts of Title, pp. 128. 129. 

(k) Whiihy V. MUchell (1889), 42 Ch. D. 494, per Kat, J., at p. 600; 
Be Nash, Cook v. Frederick, supra, at p. 7. The obseivations in Catilin 
V. Brown (1853), 11 Hare, 372, per Page Wood, V.-C., at p. 375, 


suggested that the rule is of wider application (/i), and that the 
purpose of the rule relates to the ascertainment of the person who 
is to take under the limitations (i). 

Under this rule, the limitation to the issue of the unborn person 
is void, although it may have been restricted so as to satisfy the 
rule against perpetuities (fc), since the two rules are independent of 
each other (i). 


(\) For note (1) see next page. 
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744 . This second rule applies to legal (m) and equitable (n) 
contingent remainders (o) created by limitations in instruments 
whether operating at common law under the Statute of Uses (p), 
or otherwise (q), but it does not apply to any limitations of personal 
estate (r), and, as to limitations in wills, is subject to the cy-prea 
doctrine («). 

746 . In the case of appointments under sjiecial powers, the rule 
is applied as from the date when the instrument creating the power 
became operative (t). It has, it appears, been so applied without 
regard to the fact that, though the persons to take under the 
limitations were unborn at the date of the creation of the power, 
they were alive and ascertained at the date of the appointment (a). 

The persons taking in default of appointment, on whom the void 
estate devolves, are not impliedly put to their election to confirm 
the appointment (h). 

which appear to be to tlie contrary, were explained in Re Naah, Cook v. 
FvedericK, [1909] 2 Ch. 450, per Eve, J., at pp. 468, 461, 462, as having 
no direct reference to this rule as distinct Iruiu the lule against perpetuities. 

(1) See Honywood v. Honywood (1905), 92 L. T. 814, H. L., per 
Lord Davey, at p. 816. 

(w) Whitby v. Mitchell (1890), 44 Oh. D. 85, C. A. 

(n) Re Nash, Cook v. Frederick, [1910] 1 Ch. 1, C. A., following Mony- 
petmy v. Bering (1862), 2 De G. M. & G. 145 ; see Uopkins v. Hopkins 
(1734), Cas. temp. Talb. 44, 53, n. ; Humberston v. Uumberston (1717), 1 
P. Wms. 332. 

(o) For a suggestion that the rule applies possibly also to executory 
devises, see 27 l^aw Quarterly Keview, pp. 112, 171 ; me also Nicholl v. 
Nicholl (1777)f 2 Wm. Bl. 1159 (where the cy-pris doctrine was applied to 
an executory devise, but the case is of doubtful authority; see note (»), 
p. 368, post, note {g), p. 369, post). 

(p) 27 Hen. 8, c, 10, 

(q) In Whitby v. MUchell {US^), 42 Ch. D. 494; (1890), 44 Ch. D. 85, 
C. A., it was argued unsuccessfully that the rule did not apply to 
limitations by way of use. 

(r) Re Bowles, A medroz v. Bowles, [1902] 2 Ch. 650. Accordingly per- 
squfUty may be limited to an unborn child for life, and after his death to 
his issue, provided that the limitations are valid under the rule against 
perpetuities (Routledge v. Dorril (1794), 2 Ves. 367, 362). It has been 
suggested that executory bequests of terms of years are subject to the rule ; 
see 27 Law Quarterly Review, pp. 112, 171, where Somerville v. Lethbridge 
(1795), 6 Term Rep. 213, and Beard v. Westcoit (1822), 6 B. & Aid. 801, m 
King's Bench, and Beard v. WestooU (1822), Turn. & R. 26, in Chancery, 
are cited as instances. On the other hand, it may be said that these cases 
were instances of the application of the rule agaonst perpetuities and that 
Cadell V. Falmer { 1 833), 1 Cl. & Fin. 372, H. L., amrming Bengough v. Edridge 
(1827), 1 Sim. 173, where, at p. 209, the point was raised by Sugden, 
arguendo, may be pointed to as supporting the contrary view that the only 
restriction on such bequests is the rule against perpetuities. 

(«) See p. 367, post. 

(1) Whmng V. IFAtWno (1908), 63 Sol. Jo. 100; Re Nash, Cook v. 
Frederick, [1910] 1 Ch. 1, C. A. In WhUby v. MitcheU (1890), 44 Ch. D. 
86, C. A., the rule was applied as from the date of marriage articles in 
pursuance of which the settlement creating the power was made. 

(a) WhUbu y. MiteheU, supra (where the issue were confined by the 
ap^intment to issue living at the date of the appointment) ; Be Nash, Cook 
V. Frederick, [1910] 1 Ch. 1, C. A. (where both the unborn person and the 
remoter issue were alive and specificaUy named in the appointment); 
compare the oases under (he rule against perpetuities, cited in note (o), 
p. 333, ante. 

(ft) ^ Goolf y. Fredeiich, [1910] I Ch. 1, C. A,, following the caaoa 
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Sect. 2. — The Cy-pres Doctrine, 

746 . The cjj-pre$ doctrine is a rule of construction of wills (c), 
and, as applied to limitations void under the above rule, is as 
follows : — 

Where, in a will, there is a limitation of real estate to a person 
unborn for life, with remainders in tail to his children, or with 
successive remainders for life to his issue indefinitely, and the 
testator’s intention that they shall take as purchasers cannot be 
legally effected, but there is a clear general intention that the 
estate is to go in a course of descent, then the limitation is con- 
strued as such an estate tail in the person to whom the estate is 
given for life as will, if unbarred, carry the property to all the 
persons to whom the testator has invaiidly limited it and to no 
others (d). 

The doctrine, first applied to executory trusts (c), applies also to 
direct devises (d ), and to appointments by will under a power to an 
object of the power for life with remainder in tail to his first and 
other sons who are not objects of the power (//); but it does not 
apply to deeds (//), or to gifts of personal estate (/)• 


SSCT. S. 

The 

Gy-prte 

Doctrine^ 

Cy-pr6i 

dootriiM. 


Application 
of doctrine. 


to the rule against peipetuities, cited in note (6), p. 301, ante ; and see 
Ife Nash, Cook v. Frederick, (1909| 2 Ch. 450, per Eve. J., at pp. 470, 471. 

(c) Parfilt V. Uemher (1807), L. K. 4 Eq. 443, 440 ; Hampton v. Holman 
(1877), 5 Ch. D. 183, 190. The rule is generally spoken of as an example 
of effectuating the general intention of the testator by sacrificing the par- 
ticular intention so far as may be necessary to carry out the former accord- 
ing to law : see also Honypenny v. Derinq (1852), 2 De G. M. & C«. 145, 
172, where Lord St. Leonakos, L C., points out that the general intent 
is not carried into effect at the expense of the particular intent, for nothing 
is sacrificed. 

(d) Eoutledge v. DorrU (1794), 2 Ves. 357, per Auden, M.R., at p. 364 ; 
approved in Monypenny v. Derinq, supra, at p. 174; Re Richardson, 
Parry v. Holmes, fJ904J 1 Ch. 332, 340 ; Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 
2nd ed., s. 643, adopted in Re Mortimer, Gray v. Gray, [1906] 2 Ch. 502, 
per Farwell, J., at p. 506 ; and see ibid., per Cozens-Haudy, L.J., at 
p. 514. 

(e) Humherston v. Humherston (1717), 1 P. Wms. 332 ; Lyddon v. Ellison 
(1854), 19 Beav. 505. 

(/) Pitt V. Jackson (1786), 2 Bro. C. C. 61 (as to which case see note (a), 
p. 368, post) ; Griffith v. Harrison (1791), 3 Bro. C. C. 410 ; Vanderplamk 
V. Ki'ng (1843), 3 Hare, 1, 12 ; Stackpoole v. Stackpoole (1843), 6 I. Eq. R. 
18 ; Parftit v. H ember, supra ; Hampton v. Holman, supra, Mortimer v. 
West (1828), 2 Sim. 274, 282, to the contraiy, is not followed. 

(g) Pitt V. Jackson, supra ; Spencer (Tjord) v. Marlborough {Duke) (1763), 
3 bro. Pari. Cas. 232 ; Stackpoole v. Stackpoole, svpra; Re Dennehy's Estate 
(1865), 17 I. Ch. R. 97, C. A. (where the court refused to apply the doctrine 
to a will under which the appointees were put to their election ; as to this 
ease, sec Jarman on Wills, 6th od., p. 289, note (o) ) ; Line v. Hall (1873), 
43 L. J. (CH.) 107. 

(h) BrudeneUv. Elwes (1802), 7 Ves. 382, and see S. C. (18011, 1 East, 
442 ; BeU v. BeU (1862), 13 1. Ch. R. 617, 526 ; Re Dennehy^s Estate, 
supra, per Bradt, L.C., at p. 103 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 440 ; 
Aaame v. Adams (1777), 2 Cowp. 661 ; Sugden, Powers, 8th ed., p, 602. 
In Husks V. Bucks (1754), 2 Ves. Sen. 668, if that case is an example of the 
application of the i^e, it was applied to articles for a marriage settlement ; 
ana oee 2 Preston, Abstracts of Title, pp. 166, 167 ; Lewis, Law of Per- 
petuity, p. 440, n. 

ii) Routkdge v. Dorril, supra, at p. 364; Harvey v, TowtU (1847)^ 
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SMT. 1 747. Where the court comes to the conclusion that, although the 

The testator has used words indicating an intention that persons taking 

Cy*pr6s under the limitation shall lake for life only, the limitation, upon 
Doctrine, true construction, gives an estate of inheritance in fee (A) or in 
tail either expressly (f) or by implication (m), then the court rejects 
the words indicating an intention of giving a life interest only as 
being repugnant to, or as being merely descriptive of, the estate of 
inheritance. 


BMtriction to 
objects of 
testator’s 
bounty. 


748 . Neither by implication nor by the doctrine of cy-pres can an 
estate be carried to a class or portion of a class for whom the testator 
never intended to provide (n). The doctrine is inapplicable, therefore, 
where an estate tail conferred on the first unborn person would 
either include any class of bis issue who are not intended to take(o), 
or omit any of his issue who are intended to take(p), or where, in 
passing from generation to generation, the children of the parent 
dying are to take their i)arent’s share equally between them {q). 
So, too, where an estate tail would not describe the estate of the 
issue or the course of descent, as where the issue of the unborn 
person are to take under a power of appointment by him (?•), or are 
to take an estate in fee simple («), or successive estates for years 
determinable on lives (t), no estate tail can be created under this 
doctrine. 

The doctrine applies, however, where the children of the unborn 
person are to take as tenants in common in tail (a). 


7 Hare, 231, 234 ; Baphael v. Boehm, Cockhurn v. Bavhael (1852), 22 L. J. 
(Oil,) 299; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 435; Siigden, Powers, 8th ed., 
p. 602. As to a mixed fund, see Bovghton v. James (1844), 1 Coll. 26 
44 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 437 ; Gray, Rule against Peipetuities. 
2nd ed., s. 647, n. 

(k) Doe d. Cotton v. 8tenlake (1810), 12 East, 515. 

(l) Beece v. Steel (1828), 2 Sim. 233 ; Ilugo v. Williams (1872), L. R. 
14 Eq. 224. 

(m) Wolienv, Andrewes (1824), 2 Bing. 126; Brooke v. Turner (1835), 
2 Bing. (N. c.) 422 ; Trash v. Wood (1839), 4 My. & Cr. 324 ; Forsbrook v. 
Forsbrook (1867), 3 Ch. App. 93; coinpare Goodtiile d. Cross v. WodhuU 
(1745), Willes, 692, observed upon in Prior on Issue, p. 62, Lewi^, Law of 
Perpetuity, p. 448, and Gi ay. Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 656, 
note 7. who expiess the opinion that this case was simply an instance of the 
rule in Shelleys Case. 

(n) Monypenny v. Derinq (1852), 2 De G. M. & G. 145, 174 ; Be Bising, 
Bising v. Bising, [1904] 1 Ui. 533 ; Be Mortimer, Gray v. Gray, [1905] 2 Ch. 
602. Nicholl V. Nicholl (1777), 2 Wm, BI. 1169, if and so far as it decided 
the contrary, is not now followed (see Be Mortimer, Gray v. Gray, supra, 
at p. 612;, though the case is supported in Monypenny v. Dering, supra, 
at p. 176. 

(o) Monypenny v. Dering, supia ; Be Mortimer, Gray v. Gray, supra. 

ip) Re Rising, Rising v. Rising, supra. 

iq) Re Richardson, Furry v. liolmes, [1904] 1 Ch. 332, 341 ; compare 
Biistow V. Wards (1794), 2 Ves. 336, 349. Ao to Mogg v. Mogg (1816), 1 
Mer. 664, see Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 431 ; Gray, Rule against 
Perpetuities, 2nd ed., ss. 635, 636. 

(r Bristow v. IFards, supra. 

(s) Bale V. Pew (1868), 25 Beav. 335. 

(f) See SomerviUe v. Lethbridge (1796), 6 Term Rep. 213 ; Beard v. WesU 
wU (1822), 6 B. & Aid. 801 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, p. 441. 

(a) PiU y. Jackson (1786), 2 Bro. C. C. 61 (not reversM on thj ft point on a 
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749. In a case where estates for life are given to a class of Stot. i. 
children of a living person, and estates tail in the share of each The 
member of the class are given to the children of that member, the Gy*prd8 

doctrine has been applied to the shares of such members of the P octrin e* 
class as are unborn in the testator’s lifetime, the limitations being ApplicaUon 
valid as they stand in the case of those members born in his life- to shares du* 
time (h). tribuUTely. 

Similarly, where the limitations are to a number of persons and 
their eldest sons in succession, if the construction necessitates 
giving estates for life only to those persons who are in being, the 
cy-pres doctrine may be applied to the limitations to those persons 
who are unborn (c). 

760. The doctrine has been lield to have no application where a 
number of successive estates for life were given to a definite 
number of generations of issue (d), or where an indefinite number 
of successive estates for life were given in favour of a larger class 
than would take under an estate tail (r). 

751. The doctrine is not to be extended (/) ; and no contingent Doctrine not 
limitation can be introduced in order to enable an ultimate limita- extended, 
tion, which would otherwise be remote, to take effect (g). 


Succession 
not in course 
of descent. 


bill of review in Smith v. Camelford {Lord) (1795), 2 Ves. 698 (see ibid.^ 
at p. 711), no decision on the question of cy-pths being given by the Lord 
Chancellor (see Houlledge v. Dorril (1794), 2 Ves. 367, per Arden, M.ll., at 
p. 364) ) ; see also Mogg v. Mogg (1816), 1 Mer. 664 (where estates tail were 
implied); Vanderplank v. King (1843), 3 Hare, 1. Pitt v. Jackson (1780), 
2 Bro. C. 0. 51, though described as going to the verge of the law, is 
regarded as correct {Brudenell v. Elwes (1801), 1 East, 442, 461 ; Stack’ 
poole v. Slackpoole (1843), 6 I. Eq. 11. 18, 30; Monypenny v. Bering 
(1847), 16 M. & W. 418, 431—436 ; (1852), 2 De G. M. & G. 146, lib ; lU 
Mortimery Gray v. Gray, [1906] 2 Ch. 602, 616; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, 
p. 429). lie Wilson's Willy Delves v. Wilson (1899), 26 Victorian Law 
lleports, 193 (where the issue took at twenty>one), appears to be a step 
further than Pitt v. Jackson, supra. 

(b) Vanderplank v. King, supra, applied in Peyton v. Lambert (1868), 8 
I. C. L. R. 486; see Easty. Twyford {ISS3), 4 H L. Cas. 617, per Lord 
St. Leonards, at p. 666 ; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, Supplement, p. 146 ; 
Gray, Rule against Perpetuities, 2nd ed., s. 660, and note thereto ; 
Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., p. 293. 

(c) EcLst y. Twyford (1861), 9 Hare, 713, per Turner, V.-C., at p. 729; 
affirmed (1853), 4 H. L. Cas. 517. 

(d) Seaward v. Willock (1804), 6 East, 198. 

(e) Ee Bichardson, Parry v. Holmes, 1 1904] 1 Ch. 332, 341 — 343, explain- 
ing Seaward v. Wtllock, supra, distinguishing Mortimer v. West (1828), 
2 Sim. 274, and approving Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., p. 270; Lewis, Law of 
Perpetuity, p. 433. 

(f) Brudenell y. Elwes (1802), 7 Ves. 382, 390 ; Boughton v. James (1844), 

1 Coll. 26, 44 ; Be Mortimer, ^ay v. Gray, [1905] 2 Ch. 602, 612 ; Lewis, 
Law of Perpetuity, p. 463. 

{g) Be Mortimer, Gray v. Gray, supra ; KichoH v. NicJutll (1 777>, 2 W m. Bk 
IloO (where the estate tail was made determinable), is not followed. 
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(1) Rale 

againgt 
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(2) Accumu- 
lations Act, 
1800. 


Part IV.— Restriction of Accumulation. 

Sect. 1 . — Limits of Peiiod of Accumulation, 

762 . Trusts for accumulation and dispositions directly or 
indirectly causing accumulation, wholly or partially, of the rents, 
profits, or income of any real or personal property are subject to 
the following restrictions : — 

763 . First, whatever the date of the instrument, or the puriioso 
of the accumulation, not being for the payment of debts or incum- 
brances (^), such trusts and provisions are subject to the rule 
against perpetuities, and must therefore be so limited that the 
accumulation must necessarily come to an end, or be determinable 
on the beneficiaries attaining vested interests, within the perpetuity 
period {h). This is the only restriction in cases not coming within 
the second or third rules following (c). 

764 . Secondly (d), in all instruments dated after the 28th July, 
1800(c), and in wills dated before that date of testators who were 
living and of sound mind after the 28th July, 1801 (/). whatever 
the purpose of accumulation (with certain specified exceptions 0/) ), 
property cannot be settled or disposed of so that the rents, profits, 
or income are to be wholly or partially Qi) accumulated for any 
longer term than such one of the following periods (i) as either is 


(a) As to the exception of accuniulaf ions to pay off debts or incumbrances, 
see p. 327, ante ; and see p. 376, 

(&) As to this period, see p. 300, ante, 

(c) Harrison v, Harrison (1787), cited Thellusson v. Woodford (1799), 
4 Ves. 227. 286, 338 ; Thellusson v. Woodford (1805), 11 Ves. Tl2, H. L. : 
Shaw V. Rhodes (1836), 1 My. & Cr. 1.35, 164; affirmed sub nom. Evans v. 
liellier (1837), 6 Cl. & Fill. 114, 11. L. ; Curtis v. Lukin (1842), 6 Beav. 
147 ; Wilson v. Wilson (1851), 1 Sim. (n. s.) 288, 298; and for coses of 
accumnlntions void under this rule, see note (n), p. 371, post 

id) Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 1. The Act 
originated in the discussion produced by the wdll of Mr. Thellusson, which 
came before the court in Thellusson v. Woodford (1799), 4 Ves. 227 (affirmed 
after the Act was passed (1805), 11 Ves. 112, IT. L.), and is commonly 
called the Thellusson Act (.see Hargrave, Thellusson Act, pp. 1 et seq. ; 
2 Jurisconsult Exeroitations, p. 307). As to the primer mode of con- 
struction of the statute, see Varlo v. Faden (1859), 1 De G. F. & J. 211, 
per Lord Campbell, L C., at pp. 222, 223. 

(e) The date of commcncciuent of the Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 & 
40 Geo. 3, 0 . 98) (tbid., s. 1). The Act applies to deeds as well as wills 
{Re Rosslyn's (Lady) Trust (1848), 16 Sira. 391). 

(/) Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 4. 

(0) See note (m), p. 371, post, and p. 376, post 

(A) E,g,, a specific aliquot part of the rents (Shaw v. Rhodes (1836), 
1 My. & Cr. 136, 166 (two-tbirds) ), or the excess of income over a cer- 
tain sum (Triekey v. Tricksy (1832), 3 My. & K. 660), or over what is 
applied to other purposes (Mathews v. JCeMe (1868), 3 Ch. App. 691). 

(1) Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 6c 40 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 1 ; and see Re 
CoUins, CoUins v. CoUins (1886), 82 Ch. D. 220 ; Re 8meed,Ardker v. PraU 
(1886), 64 L. T. 929. As to these periods, see, further, p. 376, post ; and 
as to the considerations of public policy embodied In them, see 2 Preston. 
Abstiacti of Title^ p. 180. 
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expressly chosen by the instrument or is appropriate to the dis- 
position thereby made» namely : — 

(i.) the life or lives of the grantor or grantors, settlor or settlors; 

(ii.) the term of twenty-one years from the death of any such 
grantor or settlor, or of the testator ; 

(iii.) the minority or respective minorities of any person or 
persons living or en ventre sa mere at the time of the death of such 
grantor, settlor, or testator ; 

(iv.) the minority (k) or respective minorities of any person 
or persons who, under the uses or trusts of the iiistrumeiit, would 
for the time being, if of full age, be entitled to the rents, profits, or 
income directed to be accumulated. 

These periods are alternative, and only one may be chosen ; two 
or more of them cannot be made consecutive periods for accumula- 
tion (1), Any shorter period may be chosen. 

766. Thirdly, in instrutnents dated after the 28tli June, 1892, 
and in wills dated before that date of testators who died after that 
date, where the purpose of accumulation is the 2 >urchase of land 
only, the only period for accumulation allowed is the minority or 
respective minorities of any person or persons who, under the uses 
or trusts of the instrument, would for the time being, if of full age, 
be entitled to receive the rents, profits, or income directed to be 
accumulated On). The two latter rules are hereafter called “the 
statutory rules,” and the periods so prescribed “the statutory 
periods.” 

766. In every case where an accumulation is directed for any 
period longer than these statutory periods, then, if the period fixed 
by the instrument may exceed the perpetuity period, the direction is 
entirely void (n); but, if it does not exceed the perpetuity period, 
or is necessarily determinable by beneficiaries within that pcjrioil, 

{k) An accumulation directed durins^ a conventional minority until 
isoine person attains the age of twenty -five) takes effect subject to the 
Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 08) ; see Fuljord v. Utirdy, 
[1909] A. C. 570. 576, P. C. 

(0 Re Boselyn'e {Lady) Trust (1848), 16 Sim. 301 , Wihon v. W ihotk 
(1861), 1 Sim. (N. 8.) 288; J agger y, J agger (1883), 25 Cli. D. 729 ; Re 
Rrrington, Errington-TurbuU v. Errington (1897), 76 L. T. 616. 

(m) Accumulations Act, 1892 (65 & 56 Viet. c. 58), s. 1 ; Re Llanocer 
{Baroness), Herbeii v. Freshfield (2), [1903] 2 Ch. 330. The Accumulations 
Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 98), applies to wills and instruments within that 
Act not falling within the scope of the Accumulations Act, 1892 (55 & 56 
Viot. 0 . 68) ; see, for example. Be AUan, Uavelook v. Havelock (1881), 17 
Ch. D. 807, 811 ; Re Stranhways, Hickley v. Sirangways (1886), 34 ("h. D. 
423, C. A., and Re Alford, Hunt v. Parry (188:j), 32 Ch. D. 383, 386 
(twenty years) ; Be De HoghUm, Be Hoghton v. Be Hoghton, [1896] I Cli. 
855, 866, C. A. (twenty-one yearsl. 

(n) Southampton {Lord) v. Hertford {Masrquis) (1813), 2 Ves. At B. 54 : 
Marshan v. HvUoway (1820), 2 Swan. 432; Palmer v. Hotford (1828), 4 
Russ. 403; Vawdry v. Geddee (183^, 1 Buss. & M. 203; Porter v. Fox 
(1834), 6 Sim. 485; OHffith v. JBlufU (1841). 4 Beav. 248; Cur/wv. 
Lukin (1842), 5 Beav. 147; Broume v. Stoughton (1846), 14 Sira. 369; 
ScarieMok v. SkehnwsdaU (1850), 17 Sim. 187; Turvin y. Rewoome 
{ 18561, 3 K. St J. 16 ; SmUh v. Cun^nghame (1884), 13 L. B. Ir. 480 ; and 
B e Bakery, Stuart (1897), 25 Ontario Reports, 439; Girard Trust Co, v. 
Rns»eU (1910), 179 Federal Reporter, 446; Lewis, Law of Perpetuity, 
p. tfU 
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the direction is not entirely void, but is valid to the extent of such 
one of the four statutory periods as is appropriate, and is invalid 
for the excess over such statutory period (o). Where the purposes 
of accumulation include a purpose affected by either of the statutory 
rules, the effect is to strike out the purpose in question from the 
direction to accumulate so far as the statutory rule is infringed (p). 

757 . The property subject to the statutory rules includes 
English land devised by the will of a testator domiciled abroad (( 2 ') ; 
but not property the rights in which are governed by the law of 
any other country where these rules are not adopted (r) ; and the 
second rule does not apply to property the rights in which are 
governed by Irish law («). 

A direction in the will of a testator domiciled in England that the 
income of his residuary personal estate is to be invested in landed 
property abroad, as to which these rules have not been adopted, does 
not render the rules inapplicable (t). 

768 . Accumulation within the meaning of the statutory rules is 
directed by any expression denoting that the whole or part of the 
income of property is to be separated from the ownership of that 
property, so as either to form, or to be an accretion to, the cai)ital 
of any fund (a); or so as to be a postponement of, and restriction on, 
the beneficial enjoyment of the property (6). 


(o) Oriffiths V. Vere (1803), 9 Ves 127 ; Longdon v. Simson (1806), 12 
Ves. 295 ; Shaw v. Rhodes (1836), 1 My. & Cr. 135, 154; affirmed in Evans 
V. Uellier (1837), 6 Cl. & Fin. 114, H. L. ; Blease v. Burgh (1840), 2 Bear. 
221; Re Rosslyn^s {Lady) Trust (1848), 16 Sim. 391; Re Errington, 
Errington-Turbutt v. Errington (1897), 76 L. T. 616. 

ip) Re Llanover (Baroness), Herbert v. Fre^hfield (2), [1903] 2 Ch. 330, 
335; compare Vine v. Raleigh, [1891] 2 Ch. 13, 16, C. A.; Re Mason, 
Mason v. Mason, [1891] 3 Ch. 467. A direction for accumulation, including 
accumulation for payment of debts, is good if unlimited in time, so far 
as that purpose is concerned (Southampton (Lord) v. Hertford (Marquis) 
(1813), 2 Vos & B. 54; Re Stamford and Warrinaton (Earl), Payne v. 
Grey, [1912] 1 Ch. 343, C. A.). 

(a) Freke v. Carbery (Lord) (1873), L. R. 16 Eq. 461 ; see title Conflict 
OP Laws, Vol. VI., p. 209; and compare note (g), p. 311, ante, 

(r) Haldane v. Eckford (1871), 24 L. T. 934 (testator domiciled in Jersey). 
As to Scotland, the exception of heritable property in that country in tbe 
Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 A 40 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 3, w'as repealed by the 
Entail Amendment Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 36), s. 41, as to instruments 
coming into effect after the passing of the latter Act ; see Keith's Trustees 
V. Keith (1857), 19 Dunl, (Ct. of Sess.) 1040. The Act is in force in 
Ontario and New Zealand, and similar enactments have been passed by 
the Australian States. 

(s) Including Irish land (Ellis v. Maxwell (1849), 12 Beav. 104, where, 
however, it was held to affect the accumulation of income of the accumu- 
lated rents), or funds settled by an Irish settlement, though they are to 
be invested in England (Heywood v. Heywood (1860), 29 Beav. 9). The 
Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 98), does not apply to Ireland, 
having been passed before the Act of Union ; but the Accumulations Act, 
1892 (55 & 56 Viet. o. 68), applies to Ireland ; see ShiUington v. Poriadown 
Urban District Council, [1911J 1 I. R. 247, 261. 

(t) Maepherson v. Stewart (1858), 28 L. J. (CH.) 177. 

(a) J?.g., directions to add dividends to capital (Webb v. Webb (1840), 
2 Beav. 493 ; Afartin v. Margham (1844), 14 Sim. 230) ; to invest 
income to form a subsequent gift (Maihews v. Keble (1868), 3 Oh. 
App. 691 : Smith v. Cuninghame (1884), 13 L. B. Jr. 480 ; Re Walker, 

(b) For note (b) see next page. 
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769 . The aMumulation may be either at simple or compound 
interest — that is, the income derived from capitalised income may be 
tself capital or not(c). 

760 . Such accumulation may be implied from the form or 
nature of a gift, where the substantial meaning of the limitation 
requires that accumulation shall take place, or where accumulation 
would be the inevitable result of the limitation either generally 
or upon certain contingencies (d ) ; this is a question of construction, 
determined as if no such rules existed (r). 

A trust for accumulation implied in the gift arises where residuary 
personal estate is bequeathed on a future contingency, and the gift 
carries intermediate income ; pending the contingency there is an 
implied accumulation, which is valid for one only of the statutory 
periods (/). 

The fact that rents, which do not fall due until after the expira- 
tion of the statutory period, and are to be apportioned to that 
period, will not be received until after the end of that period does 
not make an invalid accumulation {g). 

761 . In general, accumulation required by law does not cause 
any suspension of the enjoyment of the property and is not affected 


Walker v. Walker (1886), 64 L. T. 792 ; Be Mason^ Mason v. Mason, [1891] 
3 Ch. 467) ; to place the income in certain investments (Maepherson v. 
fl'f6trart(1868),28Tj. J. (cn.) 177); to ‘‘retain and set apart** income Cox 
Cox V. Edwards, [1900] W. N. 89 ; Bateman v. Eotchkin (1847), 10 Beav. 
426) ; to form a reserve fund {Re Swain, Monckion v. Hands, [1905J I Cli. 
669, C. A. , ReHurlbatt, HurlbaUv. Hurlbatt, [1910] 2 Ch. 663) ; or a sinking 
fund (Bateman v. Hotchkin, supra ; Varlo v. Faden (1860), 1 Do (1. F. & J. 
211). The mere fact of the word “accumulations** being used does not 
constitute such a direction if the accumulation is not the result of any 
direction by the testator; see Bridgnorth Corporation v. Collins (1847), 
16 Sim. 638, 640 ; note (d), infra, 

(b) Preamble to the Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 98) ; 
Vine V. Raleigh, [1891] 2 Ch. 13, C. A. 

(c) Colquhoun v. Colquhaun's Trustees (1892), 19 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 940; 
Mackay's Trustees v. Mackay, [1909] S. 0. 139, 143 ; Wentworth v. WenU 
woHh, [1900] A. C. 163, 170,‘P. C. 

(d) EvansY. H eUier {IS37), 6 Cl. & Fin. 1 14, H. L. ; and see S. C., sub nom, 
Shaw V. Rhodes (1836), 1 My. & Cr. 136; Morgan v. Morgan (1851), 4 
De G. & Sm. 164 ; Tench v. Cheese (1855) 6 De G. M. & G. 463, C. A., 
per Lord Cranworth, L.C., at p. 462. followed in Mathews v. Kehle (1868), 
3Ch. App. 69i, 696 ; Lord v. Colvin (1860), 23 Duul. (Ct. of Sess.) Ill ; 
Smyth's Trustees y, Kinloch etc, (1880), 7 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 1176. If Elborne 
Y. dood (1844), 14 Sim. 166, 176, 176, and Bridgnorth Corporation v. Collins, 
supra, amount to dieia or decisions of Shad well, V.-CT., that whore there 
is no express direction to accumulate the statute does not apply, these 
cases are not followed. 

(e) Shaw Y, Rhodes, supra, at pp. 163, 155; Tench v. Cheese, supra, at 
p. 466, C. A. ; CampbelVs Trustees v. Campbell (1891), 18 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 

(/) Orem y, Ekms (1742), 2 Atk. 473 ; McDonald y, Bryce (1838), 2 Keen, 
276 ; BecUve {Countess) y, Hobson (1864), 10 H. L. Cas. 666 ; FurseU y. 
Elder (1866), 4 Maoq. 992, H. L. ; Wade-Oery y, Handley (1876), 1 Ch. D. 
653 ; Ralph y, Garrick (1877), 6Ch. D. 984, 997 ; affirmed (1879), 11 Ch. D. 
878, 0, A, ; Re HUooe, Hiscoe v. WaUe (1883), 48 L. T. 610 ; Logan's 
Trustees v. Logan (1896), 23 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 848 ; Re Taylor, Smart y. 
r<?yle>r.[1901]2Ch. 134. 

(g) 8i, AuJbyn v. St, Aubyn (1861), 1 Drew. A Sm. 611. 
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by the statutory rules (A). Where property is immediacy given 
on trusts for any purpose, to which no immediate application of 
the property is possible, there is a duty in the trustees, implied 
by law, to accumulate the income in the interval ; and accordingly 
an express direction for such accumulation is valid, but is mere 
surplusage (t). Similarly, where at the end of a valid period of 
accumulation the i>er8on entitled is an infant, there may be a 
further period of accumulation during his infancy imixised by 
law O'). 

762. A direction to invest in stocks, to produce a fund to be 
invested in the purchase of real estate on a contingency, is a direc- 
tion for the purchase of land under the third rule (k) ; and “ laud '' 
has the meaning given to it by the Interpretation Act, 1889 (1). 

Since under the Settled Land Acts (m) capital moneys may bo 
applied to other purposes than the purchase of land, a direction in 
an instrument that accumulations are to be deemed capital money 
under the Settled Latid Acts(m) is not within the third rule(//). 

The accumulation involved in a direction by will to invest a fund 
and its accumulations in the purchase of laud, or to invest the 
proceeds of sale of land and the accumulated rents in personal 
estate, may be confined to a valid period by the doctrines as to the 
time allowed for conversion and payment of legacies (o). 

763. The question which is the appropriate period for which 
accumulation is validly directed is a question of construction of 
each instrument (p) ; that period is not necessarily the longest, nor 
the one which may best effectuate the intention to accumulate, but 
it is the one that actually fits the intention as declared by the 
instrument (r/). In selecting the period, not merely events which 


ih) Bryan v. Coltins (1852), 16 Beav. 14, per Romjllt, M.R., at p. 17. 

(i) Lombe v. Stoughton (1841), 12 Sim, 304. 

li) Orifflths V. Vere (1803), 9 Ves. 127, per Lord Eldon, L.(3., at p. 130, 
explained in Tench v. Cheese (1865), 6 De G. M. & CJ. 453, 463, C. A., and 
Mathews v. Keble (1868), 3 Ch. App. 691, 696, as a matter merely of tho 
management of tlie infant’s property by the court ; and see Bryan v. 
CoUins (1862), 16 Beav. 14, 17, 18, where it is pointed out that in this case 
the accumulations may, if necessary, be applied for the maintenance and 
advancement of the infant. 

(k) Be Clutterbiick, FeUowes v. FeUowes, [19011 2 Ch. 285, not following: 
an observation of Ciiitty, J., in Be Danson, Bell v. Danson (1895), 13 
R. 633. As to the third nile, see p. 371, ante. 

(l) 52 & 53 Viet. c. 63 ; Be CluUerbtick, FeUowes v, FeUowes, supra, at 
p. 288 ; Be Danson, Bell v. Danson, supra ; see titles Settlements ; 
Statutes. 

(m) See title Settlements. 

(n) Be Danson, BeU v, Danson, supra. 

(o) Sitwell V. Bernard (1801), 6 Ves. 620 ; see Jarman on Wills, 6th ed., 
p. 1232 ; Hargrave, Thellusson Act, p. 159. See, generally, title Executobs 
AND Administrators, Vol. XIV., pp. 242, 262, 

(p) The oonstruction and effect of the instrument is unaffected by the 
Act in other resets (Qreen v. Gascoyne (1865), llJur. (n. s.) 145, 146 : 
and see Byre v. jfarsden (1838), 2 Keen, 564, per Lord Lakgdale, M.R., 
at p. 574), 

(g) Be Bmngion, Errington-Turbutt v. Errington (1897), 76 L. T. 616, 
prr Keicewich, J., at p. 617 ; and see Jagger v. Ja^er (1883), 25 Ch. D. 
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have actually hapiiened, but those which might have happened, Kisct. i. 
to affect the limitations of the instrament are to be considered (»•). of 

The appropriate period is none the less adhered to because Period of 
accumulation is only directed to begin at some time after the Accnmnla* 
commencement of the period, and therefore the trust either 
cannot continue for the full length of that period or is entirely 
ineffectual («). 

764. In non -testamentary instruments, to which alone the first Calculation of 
period of the second rule (t) is applicable, where accumulation is l>^nodg. 
directed during the lives of strangers without a reference to any 
minority, it is valid for the period common to their lives and the 
settlor’s life ( 7 /). 

The period of twenty-one years from the death of the settlor or 
testator is reckoned so as to go up to and include the twenty- 
first anniversary of his death and to follow immediately on his 
death (a). 

The term of a minority of any 2)er8on living or en ventre m mere 
at the time of the grantor’s or testator’s death is also reckoned to 
begin immediately on that death (h). 

The fourth period of the second rule(c), where the minority is 
that of a person who would be entitled if of full age to the rents and 
])rofits to be accumulated, need not begin from the death of the 
testator, and is not confined to persons born in tlie testator’s or 
settlor’s lifetime (<f), 

729, 733. In a will, unless the accumulation is directed by reference to 
a minority, or some personal event connected with a person who for the 
time being would be entitled, as under the fotirth period, the twenty-one 
years period is adopted {Griffilhe v. Fere (1803), 0 Ves. 127 ; Crawley v. 

Crawley (1835), 7 Sira. 427 ; Miles v. Dyer (1837), 8 Sim. 330 ; Tench v. 

Cheese (1855), 6 De (i. M. & G. 453, C. A.). 

(r) Jtigger v. Jagyer (1883), 25 Oh. 1). 729, per Kay, J., at p. 734. As 
to the extent to which the court will take into account the fact that a 
woman is past the age of child-bearing, see Edwards v. Tuck (1853), 3 
De G. M. & G. 40, 64, 72, 0. A. ; Re Travis, Frost v. Greatorex, [lOOOj 2 
C^h. 541, G. A. 

(«) Webb V. Webb (1840), 2 Beav. 493 ; A.-G. v. Poulden (1844), 3 Hare, 

555 ; Lord v. Colvin (1860), 23 Dunl. (Ct. of Sess.) Ill ; Smith v. Lom ^s 
{ 1 864), 33 L, J. (cii. ) 578 ; CampbelVs Trustees v. O tmpbeU ( 1891 ), 18 R. (Ct. 
of Sess.) 992 ; ReErrington, Errington-TurbuU v. Errington (1897), 76 L. T. 

616 ; Re Travis, Frost v. Greatorex, [1900] 2 Ch. 541, C. A. 

{t) See p. 370, ante. 

(m) Re Rosslyn's {Lady) Trust (1848), 16 Sim. 391 ; Jogger v. Jogger, 
supra ; see Re Errir^on, Errington- Turbutt v. Errington, supra. 

(a) Webb v. Webb, supra ; Oorsi v, Lowndes (1841), 11 Sim. 434 (where 
dividends due on the twenty-first anniversary of the testator’s death were 
hold to be subject to the direction for accumulation) ; A.-G. v. Poulden 
(1844), 3 Hare, 555 ; Campbell's Trustees v. Campbell, supra. 

(b) Jogger v. Jogger, supra, per Kat, J., at p. 733. In Blasson v. 

Blasson (1864), 2 De G. J. & Sm. 665, whore accumulation was directed 
until the children of A., B., and C., bom and living at the death of the 
testatrix, attained twenty-one, it was held that a child en ventre sa tnire 
was not included. 

(c) Seep. 870, ante. . „ . 

(d) Be CaUeU, CatM v, OaReU, [1907] 1 Ch. 667, not followiM the sugges* 
tion in Eidey v. BanfUtier (1819). 4 Madd. 276 (^hich, however, was 
sccept^ M aooorate in EUie v. Maxwdl (1841). 3 Beav. 687. 697. and Bryan 
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Sect. 2. — ExcepOom from the Statutory Ridei, 

Sub-Sbot. 1. — Provuims for Payment of DthU or Incumhrances, 

766 . The first exception is any provision for payment of 
debts of any grantor, settlor, or devisor, or other person or persons (c). 
The provision must be bond fide for the payment of debts (/) ; but 
the provision is none the less bond fide because it provides for other 
matters in addition to the payment of debts (g). 

The debts may be either existing debts, or contingent liabilities 
to arise in the future (A), and may be debts of a stranger (i). The 
debts must not be, however, mere charges on the interest of a 
person under a trust for accumulation (j). The exception has been 
applied to mortgages, either existing at the testator’s death or made 
pursuant to his will, of an amount ascertained or to be ascertained 
in the execution of valid trusts (fc), 

766 . Where creditors are paid otherwise than from the proceeds 
of the fund directed to be accumulated to pay debts, the trust for 


V. Collins (1852), 16 Beav. 14, 17), and the dictum in Jogger v. Jogger 
(1883), 25 Ch. D. 729, per Kat, J., at p. 733, that the statute prevented 
accumulation of income during the minority of a child unborn at the death 
of the testator, or date of the settlement : see also 2 Preston, Abstracts of 
Title, p. 181; Harwave, Thellusson Act, pp. 119 — 136. In Longdon v. 
Simson (1806), 12 Ves. 295, the period of twenty-one years was taken by 
the court as the limit. If the duration is during all such times as any 
person beneficially interested in real estate settled in strict settlement should 
be under twenty-one, it is entirely void under the rule against perpetuities 
{Morshallv. Hollowoy (1820), 2 Swan. 432 ; and sc^ Marielli v. Holloway 
(1872), L. K. 5 II. L. 632, and p. 370, ante)^ except where the trust is 
statutory (Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet, 
c. 41), 8. 42). 

(«) Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 2 ; Bacon v. 
Proctor (1822), Turn. & B. 31 ; Bateman v. Hotchkin (1847), 10 Beav. 426. 

if) Mathews v. Kehle (1868), 3 Ch. App. 691, 697, following Vnrlo v. 
Faden (1859), 27 Beav. 256 ; affirmed 1 De G. F. & J. 211. 

(g) Be Hurlbatt, Hurlhatt v. Hurlhatt, [1910] 2 Ch. 663, 569 ; but see 
StAubyn v. St, Aubyn (1861), 30 L. J. (ch) 917, per Kindersley, V.-C., 
at p. 922. After the debts are paid, the accumulation is confined to the 
statutory period (Colquhoun v. Colquhoun*8 Ti'ustees (1892), 19 R. (Ct. of 
Sees.) 946). 

(h) Varh v. Faden (1859), 1 De G. F. & J. 211, 224, explaining the dicta 
of Lord St. Leonards, L.C., in Barrington (Viscount) v. Liddell (1852), 
2 De G. M. & G. 480, 498 ; Be Mason, Mason v. Mason, [1891] 3 Ch. 467 ; 
Be EurlhaU, Uurlbatt v. Hurlbatt, supra. In Be Cox, Cox v. Edwards, 
[1900] W. N. 89, Byrne, J., held a provision for a reserve fund against 
future losses in the testatoFs business void beyond the twenty-one years, 
** there being no direction in the will for payment of debts.’* 

(i) Barrin^on (Viscount) v. Liddell, supra, at pp. 497, 498, dictum of 
Lord St. Leonards, L.C., in opposition to that of Turner, V.-C., in S. C. 
(1862), 10 Haro, 429, 434; as to the exception under the rule against 
perpetuities, see p. 327, ante, 

(j) Maihews v. Keble (1868), 3 Ch. App. 691. 

(k) Bateman v. Hotchkin ( 1847), 10 Beav. 426, 433 ; Baeonv, Proofor (1822), 

Tuin.&R. 31; but see Smyth $ Trustees v. Kinloch etc, (1880), 7 R. (Ct. of 
8eS8.) 1176, per Lord Ormidale, at p. 1186. In Be Llanover (Baroness), 
Herheri v. Ram, [1907] 1 Ch. 636, a mortgage by the trustees of a will for the 
purpose of raising estate duty was held to be an inoumbranoe within an 
aooumulation clause, but no question arose under the Accumulations Act. 
1800 (89 & 40 8, o. 98). 
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Moumulation comes to an end, and any right expressly or impliedly 
given to the persons who, claiming under the instrument, are thus 
disappointed by the mode of payment, to have the accumulation con- 
tinued to recoup them is not within the exception, and is valid 
only for one of the statutory periods (f). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — ProHaiont for Ratting Purtioni. 

767. The second exception is any provision for raising portions 
for any child or children of any grantor, settlor or devisor, or any 
child or children of any person taking any interest under the 
instrument (m), 

768. A portion, as allowed to be thus provided for, includes a sum 
of money secured to a child or class of children out of property 
springing from or settled on their parent («) ; and, in general, must 
take effect as a part or share of the whole property of the family (o). 

The portion need not, however, be created by the instrument 
directing accumulation (p ) ; thus, the portions may be portions 
charged for younger children in a strict settlement, contained either 
in the instrument directing the accumulation (^) or in any other 
instrument (r). 

769. A pecuniary legacy or annuity directed to accumulate may 
be such a portion, according to the circumstances of the caso(Kj. 


(l) Be EeathcoUg Heathoote v. Trench, [1904] 1 Ch. 826; and see note (o), 
p. 329, ante, 

(m) Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 2. The statutory 
expression in the last few words is “ taking any interest under such con- 
veyance, settlement or devise ” ; but the last word is now interpreted to 
mean “will” (Barrington (Viscount) v. Liddell (1862), 2 De G. M. & G. 480, 
600, per Lord St. Leonards, L.O., reversing S. C. (1862), 10 Hare, 429, 
where Turner, V.-C., held that the interest must be taken in the devised 
property the income of which was to be accumulated) ; see also Bourne v. 
Buckton (1861), 2 Sim. (n. s.) 91, 101 ; Morgan v. Morgan (1861), 4 Do 
G. & Sm. 164, 171, 172, 174; Be Stephens, Kilby v. Betts, [1904] 1 Ch. 
322, 327. Where the purposes include other objects, then after the 
portions are raised the accumulation is confined to the statutory period 
(Be Phillips, PhiUips v. Levy (1880), 49 L. J. (cii.) 198). 

(n) Beech V, St. Vincent (Lord) (1850), 3 De G. & Sm. 678; Jones v, 
Maggs (1862), 9 Hare, 606, 607, per Turner, V.-C. ; Be Stephens, Kilby v. 
Beds, supra, per Bvckl'R'i, 3., nip. 327 ; Colquhoun's Trustees y. Colquhoun, 
[1907] S. C. 346, per Lord Stormonth-Darling, at p. 362. 

(o) Edwards v. Tuck (1863), 3 De G. M. & G. 40, V. A., per Lord 
Cranw^orth L 0 at p 68 

(») Halford v. Stains (1849), 16 Sim. 488; Bourne v. Bucltan (1861), 
2 Sim. (N. s.) 91, 96 ; Barrington (Viscount) v. LiddeU, supra, at p. 498. 

(q) Beech v. St. Vincent (Lord), supra. 

(r) Barrington (Viscount) v. Liddell, supra; Middleton v. Losh (1862), 
1 Sm. &G. 61 (additions to portions created by another instrument). 

(s) In Beech v. Si. Vincent (Lord), supra ; Barrington (Viscount) v. LiddeU, 
swpra (explained in Watt v. Wood (1862), 2 Drew, ic Sm. 66, 61) ; St. Pawj '"• 
Heath (1866), 11 Jur. (n. s.) 903 ; Middleton v. Losh (1862), 1 Sn^ & G. 61 ; 
Be Stephens, Kilby Y. Betts, supra; and Colquhoun* s Trustees y. Colquhoun, 
supra, such an accumulated legacy was held to be a “ portion ; and 
see Burt v. Sturt (1853). 10 Hare, 415, as reported at 22 L. J. (oh. ) 1071, 



Scot. f. 
Exceptioiis 
firomthe 
Statutory 
Rules. 


Portions. 


Mcanini^ of 
the term. 


Instruments 
which may 
create 
{tort ions. 


Funds which 
may or may 
not be 
portions. 



878 


PBBPBTUmKS. 


Seot. 2« 

Exoeirttotts 
from the 
Statutory 
Buies. 


Bat a provisioa for a portion is not constituted by a provision 
directing additions of income to capital merely for the purpose 
of making one gift of an aggregate fund (a). In such a case, in 
which the accumulation is simply to increase the amount of the 
fund, no provision for a portion is made where the fund is the 
whole estate of the settlor or testator (b), or is a residuary estate or 
share of a residuary estate of a testator {c\ or is a specific or general 
legacy to named persons (d). No provision for a portion is made 
where the accumulated fund is held on trust for the parent for life 
and after his death for his children, even though an eldest son is 
excluded, as is usual in provisions for portions under family settle- 
ments («); nor where the fund is set apart to provide annuities 
for the parents, and after their deaths is given to their children (/); 
nor where the child has only a power of appointment over the 
fund (^), or only takes the interest of the fund (Jt), 


estates) ; Morgan v. Morgan (1851), 4 De G. & Sm. 164, 174 ; Dreweit v. 
Pollard (1869), 27 Beav. 196 ; Watty. Wood (1862), 2 Drew. & Sm. 56, 61 
(where the legacy was held on trust for the parent during her life, and after 
her death for her younger children), legacies were held not to be portions. 
In Shaw V. Elt^odes (1836), 1 My. & Cr. 135 (affirmed in Evans v. Hellier (1837), 
5 Cl. &;Fin. 114, H. L.), Bosanqubt, J., at p. 159, said that where (as in that 
case) the whole rents and profits are given in the first place to persons during 
the lives of their parents, with the exception of small annuities only to be 
paid thereout to the parents themselves for their own lives, and a gift (of a 
specific sum) to the same persons after the death of their parents is super- 
added which is to be paid out of the subsequent rents and profits, the 
Buperadded gift could not be a ** portion** ; and see Barrington {Viscount) 
V. Liddell (1852), 2 De G. M. & G. 480, per Lord St. Leonards, L.C., at 
p. 604, on Shaw v. Bhodes, supra. 

{a) Eyre v. Marsden (1838), 2 Keen, 564, per Lord Lanooale, M.li., at 
p. 673, applied in Bourne v. Buckton (1851), 2 Sim. (n. s.) 91, 98, 99 ; Be 
Clulow's Trust (1859), 1 John. & II. 639, 647. 

(6) Wildes y. Davies 1 Sm. & G. 475; Edwards y. TueA;(1853), 

3 De G. M. & G. 40, C. A., per Lord Cranwortu, L.C., at pp. 67, 68. 

(c) Eyre v. Marsden, supra (observed upon in Barrington (ViscourU) v. 
Liddell, supra, per Lord St. Leonards, L.C., at p. 503 ; but see Burt v. 
StuH (1863), 22 L. J. (cn.) 1071, 1073 ; Pride v. Books (1840), 2 Beav. 
430; Bourne v. Buckton, supra; Edwards v. Tuck, supra; Mathews v. 
Kehle (1868), 3 Ch. App. 691; Moon's Trustees v. Moon (1899), 2 F. 
(Ct. of Sess.) 201 ; Mackay's Trustees v. Mackay, [1909] S. C. 139; and 
see Cain v. Watson, [1910] Victorian Law Reports, 256. But, if specific 
sums by way of portion are given out of such accumulated residue, it 
may be a valid accumulation for that purpose {Burt v. Sturt, supra, per 
Paob Wood, V.-C., at p. 1074; in that case the judge did not rely on 
the fact that the fund was a residuary estate, and therefore indefinite, 
which he thought was a shadowy distinction). Where, accordingly, real 
and personal estate are given as a mixed fund, and the realty after 
accumulation is given to a class of nephews and nieces, and the personalty 
to their parents and other persons, the rents of the realty cannot bo 
^arated so as to make them an independent fund for portions {Be 
W^alker, Walker v. Walker (1886), 64 L. T. 792). 

(d) Morgan v. Morgan (1851), 4 De G. & Sm. 164. 

{e) Watt V. Wood, supra. 

(f) Webb V. Webb (1840), 2 Beav. 493; Drewett v. Pollard, supra; 
and see Mathews v. Keble, supra ; Be Walker, Walker v. Walker, supra ; 
note (c), supra, 

(a) Be Clulow's Trust, supra, at pp. 646, 647. 

(h) 24 (icka^'s Trtit9tgg$ y. M^eka^, supra, at p. U3. 
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The use of the word “portion” in describing the children’s 
interests is immaterial (t). 

770. The children for whom this provision by means of accumu- 
lation may be made include children born after the date of the instru- 
ment or death of the testator, and are not restricted merely to those 
then living(fc); they do not include any illegitimate children (/), 
and the exception is not complied with if the provision is for 
those children only who survive their parents (?») or other class of 
persons (w). 

The benefit is, however, none the less a portion because it is given 
to all the children including the eldest child, and not to younger 
children only (o). On the other hand, the fact that younger children 
only are provided for does not make the benefit a j^rtion unless it 
is a portion in other respects (p). 

A provision for grandchildren of a testator, where some only of 
their parents take interests under his will, does not come within the 
exception (</), nor is it sufficient that the testator stands in loco 
2>arentu to the class of children (r). 

771. The interest which must be taken by a parent, in order to 
make a provision for his children a portion under this exception, 
may be any interest, however small, taken under the instrument (x) 
in any property, not necessarily in that the income of which is to be 
accumulated (0. 


(i) Halford v. Stains (1849), 16 Sim. 488; Bourne v. Buclion (1851), 
2 Sim. (n, s.) 91 ; see, however, Middleton v, Losh (1852), 1 Sm. & G. 61. 

(k) Beech v. St Vincent (Lord) (1850), 3 Do G. & Sm. 678. If in the 
events which happen there is a failure of the children for whom provision is 
made, the accuiiiulatioii is void after the appropriate statutory period 
(Edwards v. !rMfA;(1853), 3 De G. M. & G. 40, 72, (J. A.; lie Clulmv's Trust 
(1869), 1 John. & II. 639). 

(/) Shawv. Rhodes (ISZQ), 1 My. &sCr. 135, per Bosanquet, J., atp. 159, 
who, assuming that two of the class were illegitimate, held that the provi- 
sion, if for portions, would be void as to all; the observalioii, however, 
was obiter dictum, as the alleged illegitimacy in that case appears not to 
have existed ; see Evams v. UeUier (1837), 6 Cl. & Fin. 114, 125, H. li. 

(m) Drewett v. PoUard (1869), 27 Beav. 196. 

(n) Burt V. Sturt (1853), 10 Hare, 416 ; and see Moon*s Trustees v. Moon 
(1899), 2 F. (Ct. of Sees.) 201, per Loid Monoriefp, at p. 214, as to a gilt 
over on death without issue before division. 

(o) Re Stephens, Kilby v. Betts, [1904] 1 Ch. 322, per BrcKLEY J., at 
p. 32 / » 

(p) Watt V. Wood (1862), 2 Drew. & Sm. 56 (where the accumulated 
fund was settled on the parent and younger children in succession). In 
Beech V. St Vincent (Lord), supra, an annuity charged upon the income 
given to the parent for his younger children was held to be a portion. 

(q) Eyre v. Marsden (1838), 2 Keen, 664, 573. 

(r) See Webb v. Webb (1840), 2 Beav. 493 ; and see Shaw v. Rhodes, 
supra ; affirmed, sub nom, Evans v. HdUer, supra, where the point was 
raised ; but compare Oolquhoun^s Trustees v. Cotquhoun, [1907] S. 0. 340, 
per Lord Low, at p. 353. 

(a) See note (m), p. 377, anfa. ^ 

(/) Barrington (Viscount) v. JAddeU (1862), 2 De G. M. Sc G. 480 ; Re 
Stephens, K€Jby v. Betts, supra (where the parent was tenant for life 
of the r esi duary estate) ; compare Evans v. HeUier, supra, at pp. 126, 
127. In Morgan v. Morgan (1861), 4 De G. Sc Sm. 104, 174, the parent 
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Sub-Sect. 3. — Directions as to Timber, 

772. The third exception is any direction touching the produce 

or wood upon any lands or tenements (t^). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Repairs and Replacement of Wasting Capital. 

773. Any trust or direction which simply keeps the property up 

to its present value is valid, and not subject to the second or third 
rule (a). Trusts (i), therefore, out of income to effect improvements 
coming generally under the heading of maintaining in good habit- 
able repair houses and tenements (c), or to keep up a policy for the 
replacement, at the end of the term for which leaseholds are held, 
of the capital lost by not selling them(d\ or, it appears, to accumu- 
late part of the rents as a sinking fund for the same purpose and as 
an indemnity fund(^')> restricted within the statutory 

periods (/), though a trust for the purpose of building houses on 
building land would be wdthin the second ruleC^f). 


Other 

purposes 

included. 


774. A trust which includes the keeping up of the property to 
its present value besides other purposes not within the exceptions 
mentioned is valid, though unrestricted in time, in so far as it is a 
bond fide provision for that object, and when that is fulfilled it will 
be subject to the statutory restrictions (//). 

In such a case where, in a due course of execution of the trusts, 
accumulation will not be sanctioned by the court, the rights which 
arise under the statutory rules will have effect given to them(/). 
It appears that the court, while upholding such a trust, will not 


was a specific legatee, and the provision was held not to bo a pro- 
vision for portions. In Jones v. Maggs (1862), 9 Hare, 606, 607, Turner, 
V.-O., said that althougli there might be cases in which provisions for 
children out of property in which the parents took no interest might be 
called portions, such provisions would only receive that designation where 
the nature or context of the instrument gave them that character. 

(ii) Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 2. Such a 
direction may, however, be void under the rule against perpetuities 
(Ferrand v. Wilson (1846), 4 Hare, 344; see p. 362, ante.). As to the 
grounds of this exception, see Hargrave, Thellusson Act, p. 206. 

(tt) Re Oardiner, Gardiner v. Smitny [1901] 1 Ch. 697, 699, 701. 

(6) In Bossily, Lister (1851) 9 Hare, 177, Turner, V.-C., at p. 184, sug- 
gested the following additional examples ; — a partnership freemen t for a 
long term where part of the profits is to accumulate ; policies of insurance 
on the lives of debtors ; a settlement of policies, with stock transferred in 
trust to pay premiums out of the dividends. 

(c) Vine v. Baleighy [1891] 2 Ch. 13, C. A., per Ltndley, L.J., at p. 26. 
In Cttriis v. Lukin (1842), 6 Beav. 147, such a trust was invalid under the 
rule against perpetuities. 

{d) Re Gardiner, Gardiner v. Smith, supra, 

(e) Re Hurlbatt, Hurlbatt v. Hurlbatt, [1910] 2 Ch. 663, where, however, 
the trust, being primarily a trust for indemnity against liabilities, was 
supported on the principle of Varlo v. Faden (1869), 1 De G. F. & J. 
211 ; see note (h), p. 376, ante, 

if) See p. 870, ante, 

ig) Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, e. 98); see p. 370, ante; 
Vine V. Raleigh, [1891] 3 Ch. 13, C. A., per Lindlbt, L.J., at p. 26. 

(h) Re Mason, Mason v. Mason, [1891] 3 Ch. 467, where inquiries were 
ordered to ascertain the necesBtaj expenditure. 

(t) Re Mason, Mason ▼. Mason, supra, per Stirliko, J., at pp. 472, 473. 
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authorise the application of income to purposes, the expenses of 
which ought to be defrayed out of capital (k). 


Sub-Sect. 6. — Savinyt out of Income ami Insurance. 


Sect. 8. 

EzceptloBs 

Dromthe 

Statutory 

Rules. 


776. The statutory rules do not prevent trustees or anyone else Saving*, 
from making savings out of income ; in the case of trustees, the 
check is provided by the duty of conforming to the trust (/). 


776. An insurance takes effect as a contract only, and a direction Contmcta, 
to effect or keep up a policy effected by the testator or the trustees 
is not affected by these rules (m). 


Sect. 8. — Application of Siirplun Accumulatiims. 

777. If there is a primary ^ift of an absolute interest* cut down Efl6ct in 
or charged only by the trust for accumulation, the latter is rejected of 

for the excess, and the primary gift takes effect free from ii{n\ **''^*^ 
Otherwise the effect of the invalidity of a direction to accumulate 
is not to accelerate the interests of persons who take subject 
thereto (o), but during the excess of the directed period of 
accumulation over the appropriate statutory period the rents, profits, 
and income go to such person or persons as would have lieen entitled 
thereto if such excessive accnraulation had not been directed (j)); 
that is to say, as if a gap had been left between the end of tlu^ 
valid period of accumulation and the commencement of the next 
interest (q). 


(k) Vine v. Ifaleiqh, [1891] 2 Ch. 13, 26, C. A. 

(l) Lindsay's Trustees, [1911] S. C. 584 ; and see Tench v. Cheese (1855), 
6 De G. M, & G. 453, C, A., per Lord Cranwokth, L.C., at p. 463. 

(m) BassU v. Lister (1851), 9 Hare, 177, 184; Re Vaughan, Halford v. 
Close, [1883] W. N. 89 ; CaihcarVs Trustees v. Heritage's Trustees (1883), 
10 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 1205. 

(n) Trickey v. Trickey (1832), 3 My. & K. 500, 565; Evans v. Hellier 

(1837), 5 Cl. & Fin. 114, 127, H. L., explained in Re Clulow's Trust 
(1859), 1 John. & H. 639,648; Combe v. Hughes (1865), 11 Jur. (N. s.) 
194, 380; and see Ogilvie's Trustees v. Duridee Kirk Session (1846), 8 
Dunl. (Ct. of Sess.) 1229 ; Mackenzie v. Mackenzie's Trustees (1877), 4 K. 
(Ct. of Sess.) 962 ; Maxwell's Trustees y. Maxwell (1877), 5 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 
248, 260. Similarly, if the income be disposed of subject to a trust for 
accumulation for an excessive period so long as the same can lawfully 
operate ” (Westcar v. Westcar 21 Beav. 328). 

(o) Eyre v. Marsden (1838), 2 Keen, 664; Boughton v. James (1844), 
1 Coll. 26, affirmed sub nom. Boughton v. Boughton, Boughton v. James 
(1848), 1 H. L. Cas. 406 ; NeiUeton v. Stephenson (1849), 13 Jur. 618 ; 
Green v. Gascoyne (1866), 11 Jur. (n. s.) 146 ; Be Parry, Powell v. Parry 
(1889), 60 L. T. 489; and see Muirheady. Muirhead and Crellin (1890), 
16 App. Cas. 289, 299. As to acceleration of the interests in the tu$cumu> 
lated fund, where distribution is dependent upon accumulation, see 
Oolquhoun v. Oolquhoun's Trustees {IB92), 19 R. (Ct. of Sees.) 946. 

(p) Accumulations Act, 1800 (39 40 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 3. - 

(fl) Green v. Gascoyne (1865), 4 De G. J. & Sm. 566, 672; Weaiherall 
r. Thornburgh (1878), 8 Ch. D. 261, 269, 271. 272, C.A. ; compare Re 
Travis, Frost v. ^eatorex, [1900] 2 Ch. 641, 646, C. A. 
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Scot. 3. 778 . If the invalid direction is contained in a settlement, the 

AppUeatlon rents and income result to the settlor for the excess, but, if he 
of Surplus is dead, the rents of realty during the excess period belong to 
Accumnla- the heir of the settlor, and the income of personalty to his 
executors (r). 


Settlements* 

Wills* 


779 . If the direction is contained in a will, the income for the 
excess period devolves as on a lapse of an interest held for the void 
excess (s) ; and therefore, if not itself the income of a residuary 
estate, falls into residue, if any (t), and forms part (as it has 
recently been held) of the capital of that residue (u). If the direction 
is for accumulation of the residuary estate itself, or there is no 
residuary gift, the income for the excess period, subject to the rights 
of the personal representative of the testator, devolves, in the case 
of income derived from real estate, to the heir (x), or, in default of 
heirs, to the Crown (a), and in the case of income derived from 
personal estate to the next of kin of the testator at his decease (/>), 
or if none to the Crown (c); and a mixed fund is apportionable 
accordingly (d). 


(r) JSe BosalyrCa (Lady) Trust (1848), 16 Sim. 391. 

(a) As to lapse, see title Wills. 

(t) Raley v. Bcmnister (1819), 4 Madd. 276 ; Crawley v. Crawley (1836), 
7 Sim. 427 ; O'Nem v. Lucas (1838), 2 Keen, 313 ; Wehh v. Wehh (1840), 

2 Beav. 493 ; Ellis v. Maxwell (1841), 3 Beav. 687 ; A.-Q. v* PoMen 
(1844), 3 Hare, 666 ; Morgan v. Morga/n (1861), 4 De G. & Sm. 164 ; Bryan 
V. CoUvns (1862), 16 Beav. 14, 17 ; Me PhiUips, PhiUvps v. Levy (1880), 49 
L. J. (CH.) 198 ; Re Parry, Powell v. Parry (1889), 60X. T. 489 ; Be Pope, 
Sharp V. Marshtll, [1901] 1 Ch. 64. 

(ti) The authorities, however, conflict on this point. The accumulations 
were held to be capital in Re Pope, Sharp v. Marshall, supra, following 
Crawley v. Crawley, supra, and (V Neill v. Lucas, supra, wnere, however, 
the question does not appear to have been argued as between tenant for 
life and remainderman ; but they were held to be income in Be Phillips, 
Phillips V, Levy, supra; Morgan v. Morgan, supra (and see S. C., 20 L. J. 
(cn.) 109, 441, explained in this sense and followed in OUerson v. Gould 
(1892), 11 New Zealand Law Reports, 677, C. A. ; another explanation 
being given in Brtfan v. Collins (1862), 16 Beav. 14, 21, 22) ; and compare 
Trickey v. Triekey (1832), 3 My. & K. 660; Be Clulow's Trust (1869), 1 
John. & H. 639. 

(a;) SeweU v. Denny (1847), 10 Beav. 316 ; NeUleton v. Stephenson (1849), 

3 De G. & Sm. 366; BuH v. StuH (1863), 10 Hare, 416, 428; see title 
Dsscsnt and Distribution, Vol. XL, pp. 1 et seq, ; and, as to wills 
made before the Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 26), see Smith v. 
Lomas (1864), 10 Jur. (n. s.) 742 ; Green v. Gascoyne (1865), 11 Jur. (n. 8). 
146. 

(rt) Weatherall v. Thornburgh (1878), 8 Ch. D. 261, C. A. ; see title 
Dsscsnt and Distribution, Vol. XI., pp. 26 et seq. 

M^Dofudd V. Bryce (1838), 2 Keen, 276; Eyre v. Marsden (1838), 
2 Keen, 664; Pride v. Fooke (1840), 2 Beav. 430; EJhome v, Goode 
(1844), 14 Sim. 166 ; TTtZson v. Wilson (1861), 1 Sim. (N. s.) 288 ; Mathews 
V. Keble (1868), 3 Ch. App. 691 ; Elder's Trustees v. Free Church of Soot* 
land (Treasurer) (1892), 20 R. (Ct. of Sees.) 2 (where the residuary 
legatee was not ascertainable); see title Descent and Distribution, 
Vol. XI„ pp. 26 et seq. 

(e) WeatheraU v. Thornburgh, supra; see title Descent and Dis* 
TXIBUTION, Vol. XI., p. 28. 

(d) Eyre v* Marsden, supra; Burt v. Sturt, supra; Ralph v. Carrie 
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780 . The heir is entitled to the income of real estate under the 
doctrine of reconversion, although conversion has taken place (e) • 
but he does not become protector of the settlement for purpose 
of disentail as claiming under a resulting use or trust for the 
settlor (/). The heir or other person claiming by virtue of the 
period of accumulation exceeding the statutory period may, how- 
ever, be a tenant for life under the Settled Laud Acts (</). 

The interest of the heir, where accumulation is directed for the 
life of any person, is a chattel interest which devolves on his 
personal representative (A). 

A trust to invest accumulations of personal estate in land does 
not give the invalid accumulations to the heir ; they go to the next 
of kin (»■). 

781 . Where accumulations are directed of a fund arising under 
the exercise of a power to charge, the invalid accumulations do not 
sink for the benefit of the estate charged in a case where the fund 
has been made part of the estate of the person exercising tlio 
power (k). 

782 . The claims of persons ai)parently entitled under tliese 
rules may be ousted where the trust for accumulation is entirely 
ineffective owing to the rights of some other person who has a 
vested interest to determine the trust (/). 

783 . The costs of 2)i*ocee(ling8 to detennine the invalidity of a 
provision for accuiniilation in a will are subject to the discretion of 
the court, and generally are ordere<l to come out of the general 


(1877), 5 Ch. D. 984, 998 ; JRe Walker, Walker v. Walker (1886). 54 L. T. 
792 ; Unrrieon v. Harrison (1904), 7 Ontario Law Keports, 297; com- 
pare Talbot V. Jevers (1875), L. K. 20 Eq. 255. 

(c) Eyre v. Marsden (1838), 2 Keen, 564 ; He Perkins, Brown v. Perlins 
(1909), 101 L. T. 345; compare Moon's Trustees v. Moon (1899), 2 F. 
(Ct. of Sees.) 201 ; and see title Equity, Vol. XIII., pp. 108, J09. 

i f ) Be JEruf7^s,[1906]2 Ch. 642; Fines and Recoveries Act, 1833 (3 &4 
Will, c. 74), 8. 22) ; and see, generally, title Real Property and Chattels 
Real. 

ig) See title Settlements ; Vine v. Baleigh, [1896] 1 Ch. 37 ; Be Atherton, 
[1891] W. N. 85. 

^ (A) Sewell V. Denny (1847), 10 Beav. 315 ; Barrett v. Buck (1848), 12 Jiir. 
771 ; in the latter case the proposition was admitted. In Halford v. Status 
(1849), 16 Sim. 488, the interest undisposed of was held to go to the licir 
of the heir as “ part of the inheritance ” ; see Cray, Rule against Per- 
petuities, 2nd ed., s. 702. 

(i) Bourne v. BuckUm (1861), 2 Sim. (N. s.) 91, 101 ; see Vine v. Baleigh, 
supra, at pp. 38, 39. 

ik) Simmons v. PiU (1873), 8 Ch. App. 978. 

(I) Wharton v. Masterman, [1895] A. C. J86; Be Swain, Monckton v. 
Hands, [1905] 1 Ch. 669, C. A. ; and see Oddie v. Brown (1859), 4 De C. & J. 
179, C. A. ; MasVean v. MaeVean (1899), 24 Victorian Law Reports, 835. 
As to the determination of such trusts by the beneheiaries having all 
attained a vested interest, see title Trusts and Trustees. There is no 
interference with the statutory rights unless the trust for accumulation is 
thus determinable {TaWot v. Jevers, su^a, at p. 260; WeaihsraU v. Thom^ 
burgh (1878). 8 Ch. D. 261, C. A. ; Parry, Powell v. Parry (1880), 
60 t. T. 489 f Be Travis^ Froet y. QreaUtreXf [1900] 2 Ch. Hh A )* 
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estate, including the accumulations validly made, but not out of the 
accumulations invalidly made (m). 


(m) Eyre v. Mareden (1839), 4 My. & Or. 231 ; BarreU v. Buck (1848)» 
12 Jur. 771 ; Burt v. Sturt (1853), 10 Hare, 415 ; Re Olulow*8 Trust (1859), 
1 John. & H. 639 ; Talbot v. Jevers (1875), L. R. 20 £q. 255 ; Ralph v. 
Carriok (1877), 5 Ch. D. 984, 998. In Elbome v. Qoode (1844), 14 Sim. 165, 
and Oreen v. Gascoyne (1865), 4 De G. J. & Sm. 565, 572, the costs were 
divided pro raid between a fund, part of the general residue, including the 
lawful accumulations, and a fund, the remainder of the general residue, 
representing the accumulations made void by statute ; and in Neftleton 
V. Stephenson (1849), 18 L. J. (CH.) 191, the costs were made payable out 
of the valid accumulations, and any deficiency was directed to be borne by 
the excess accumulations; compare Smith v. Lomas (1864), 33 L. J. (ch.) 
578. In Bourne v. Buekton (1851), 2 Sim. (n. s.) 91, and Bryan v. Collins 
(1852), 16 Beav. 14, the costs were paid out of the excess accumulations. 
As to costs generally, see titles Practice and Procedure ; Solicitors. 
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Part I. — Definitions. 

Sect. 1. — Personal Property in General, 

784 . Personal property or personalty may be roughly described 
as comprising all forms of property, movable or immovable, corporeal 
or incorporeal, other than freehold or copyhold estates of inheritance 
in land and its appurtenances (a), or estates in such land or appur- 
tenances, for the life or lives, or (with some exceptions) chattels 
affixed to such lands. Originally the only remedy for the recovery 
of personal property was an action for damages (6), but specific 
delivery can now be ordered, and other remedies have in some cases 
been provided by statute (c). Real property was always specifically 

(o) There are certain interests which partake of the nature of real 
estate, e.g., ];>eorag^ and dignities (see title Peerages and Dignities, 
p 269, ante), shares in certain public undertakings (DnjhuUer v. Bartholomew 
(1723), 2 P. Wms. 127; Buckeridge v. Inaram (1795), 2 Ves. 662). 
and title deeds of real estate, which are the “sinews of the land” 
(Co. Litt. 6 a), and pass by a conveyance of land without express mention 
{Barrington v. Price (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 170), which may not be completely 
covered by the above deflnilion; but for all practical purposes such 
definition is believed to be sufficient. The usual definition of personal 
estate is property which on the owner’s death passes at common law to 
his legal personal representative ; but as by statute a deceased owner’s 
real estate now passes to his legal personal representative (see title 
Descent and Distribution, Vol. XI., p. 4), the latter definition is con- 
fusing. As to the descent of an annuity given with words of inheritance, 
see title Eentcharges and Annuitie.s. 

(b) As to the right to recover particular chattels, see pp. 397, 400, 
post. 

(e) As to ejectment in respect of leaseholds, sec titles Landlord and 
Tenant, Vol. XVIII., pp. 658 et seq. ; Real Property and (’hattkls 
Real. As to the description of personal estate, see, further, title Descent 
AND Distribution, Vol. XL, p. 3. No attempt can be made here to 
describo in detail the origin of tlie distinction now drawn between real and 
personal property. The follow ing brief summary will, however, suffice fo 
render intelligible the definition of personal property attempted in the 
text. The feudal system established in Eiiglaml after the Norman Con- 
quest was concernea only with property in land, then the chief, but by no 
means the only, form of wealth (2 Pollock and Maitland, History of English 
Law, p. 149), and with a few other objects related to land, and nqt with 
goods and chattels, which from their movable and destruetihle nature were 
not fit objects of feudal tenure (ibid., p. 180 ; Williams on Real Property, 
19th ed., p. 12). The law of personal property is said to be derived mainly 
from the Roman civil law and the custom of merchants (Butler’s note to Co. 
Litt. 191 a, 11. , 2). The terms “ real ” and “ personal ” were originally 
used to describe particular forms of actions at law and the nature of relief 
thereby afforded. Thus an actio in rem, or real action, was a suit brought 
for the spcidfic restitution of the res, or thing, claimed, and at first lay 
only for the wrongful taking ot freehold land (Glanv. i. 7 — 31 ; ii. 3~ 
20; iii. 3 — 9; xiii. 32 — 39; Bract, fol. 101 b, 169 b); whereas personal 
actions were brought to recover damages for the wrongful takingof chattels. 
In course of time the expression “ re«3 property,” or •* realty,” was applied 
to the subject-matter of a “real” action (Co. Litt. 118 b; 2 Bl. Com. 
pp. 16, 384), and “ personal property,” or “ personalty,” to denote all pro- 
perty not recoverable by a *' real ” action (ibtd.). As to the forms of real 
actions and personal actions, see title Action, Vol. I., pp. 31 et seq . The 
dis^nction between real and personal property may also be traced in the 
different modes of succession to the two classes of property after death i 


Definition 
of personal 
property. 
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recoverable by process of law (d). It also differs from real property 
in the methods by which it is alienable (e). Chattels real and 
personal are included in the expression “ personal estate/* 

Sect. 2. — Chattels Real. 

786. Interests concerning or savouring of realty, such as a term 
for years in land (/), an option by the lessee to purchase the tee{g), 
or the next presentation to a church (/i), having the quality of 
immobility which makes them akin to realty (i), but lacking indeter- 
minate duration, are called chattels real (k). In some respects they 
are subject, like other chattels, to the law of personal property, in 
others, to the law of real property (t). 

Sect. 8. — Chattels Personal. 

786. Chattels personal are, strictly speaking, things movable, 
but i(i modern times the expression is used to denote any kind of 
property other than real property and chattels real {m). 

see titles Descent and Distribution, VoL XI., pp. 4 et seq. ; Landlord 
AND Tenant, Vol. XVIII., pp. 347, 413. 

{d) See title Beal Property and Chattels Beal. The remedy differed 
owing to the physical distinction between lands and chattels. Land, being 
indestructible and irremovable, is by nature specifically recoverable. Goods, 
on the other hand, may be destroyed by the wrongful taker, or may be 
removed out of the jurisdiction of the court. An action by a dispossessed 
owner for the specific restitution of goods cannot, therefore, be invariably 
successful, and so it came about that such actions were regarded as personal, 
because it was uncertain whether the goods would be forthcoming, or 
whether the defendant would absolve himself by payment of pecuniary 
compensation (Glanv. x., 2, 13 ; Bract. foL 102 b ; Anon. (1340), Y. B. 14 
£dw. 3, 30 (Bolls Series) ; 3 BL Com., pp. 146, 413). In more recent 
times the dispossessed owner of personmty acquired certain rights of 
specific restitution ; see p. 400, post. 

(fl) See p. 404, post. 

if) Freke v. Carbery (Lord) (1873), L. B. 16 Eq. 461, 466 ; Be Watson, 
Carlton v. CarUon (1887), 36 W. B. 711; Tomkins v. Jones (1889), 22 
Q. B. D. 609, 602, C. A.; Be Qrassi, Stvhberfield v. Orassi, [1906] 1 Ch. 
684 ; see title Landlord and Tenant, Vol. XVIII., pp. 392 et seq. 

(g) Be Adams and Kensington Vestry (1884), 27 Ch. D. 394, C. A.; see 
title Landlord and Tenant, Vol. XVIII., pp. 392 et seq. 

(k) pit*. Nat. Brev. 33, P. (G.), 34, B. ; B. v. Canterbury (Archbishop) 
(1688). 4 Leon. 109; Co. Litt. 388 a: and see title Ecclesiastical Law, 
Vol. XI., p. 686. 

(f) See title Conflict op Laws, Vol. VI., p. 196. 

(k) Co. Litt. 42 a, 43 b, 118 b ; 2 Bl. Com. p. 386 ; and see Be Fraser, 
Lowiher v. Fraser, [1904] 1 Ch. Ill, 116; affirmed, [1904] I Ch. 726, C. A. ; 
see, further, title Beal Property and Chattels Beal. 

(l) Co. Litt. 42 a, 118 b ; Whitaker v. Ambler (1768), 1 Eden, 151, 162; 
FreseoU v. Barker (1874), 9 Ch. App. 174, 190. 

(m) The word ** chattel *’ is derived from the Latin ** eataUa,'* which 
primarily s^ified beasts of husbandry or cattle. In its secondary sense 
ft was applied to all kinds of movables (2 Bl. Com., p. 385 ; 2 Pollock and 
Maitland, Histoiy of English Law, p. 149). As to whether a pro> 
historio boat embedded in the soil bdow the surface is a chattel, see 
EJwes V. Brigg Oas Co. (1886), 33 Ch. D. 562. As to what things are 
regarded as ** movable," see CkamheHa^e v. Collins (1894), 70 L. T. 217, 
C. A. {machinery erected on land and removable without iujtny to the ntM 

ebattel) ; and titles Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 178, 
174 1 Conflict of Laws, Vol VI., p. 196 ; Descent and Dxstributiok, 



Paht 1.— DsnirnTtoiis. 


The term personalty ” or “ personal property ** now includes 
many kinds of property unknown to the common law, such as bills 
of exchange, bank-notes and cheques (n), land improvement 
charges (o), copyrights (p), patents (g), shares in joint-stock com- 
panies (r), debentures (s), Government annuities and stock in the 
public funds (0, goodwill (u), and the exclusive right of burial in 
any particular place (r) ; but the term does not include title deeds 
relating to real estate (a), heirlooms in the strict sense (6), fixtures (c), 
growing crops and trees id), or wild animals (r). 

Some kinds of property are declared to be personalty by 
statute (/). 

787. Property in chattels personal may be in possession or in 
action. It is in possession where the possessor has not only the 
right to enjoy, but the actual enjoyment of, the chattels, the 
chattels being in such case sometimes called corporeal chattels. 
Where only a bare right to enjoy exists, the property is said to be in 
action, and the chattels are called incorporeal. Personal property 


L, p. 3, note(/); Distress, Vol. XL, p. 136; Landlord and 
Tenant, Vol. XVIIL, pp. 416 et seq, ; Mortoaoe, Vol. XXL, p. 70. 

(n) See title Bills of Exchange, Promissort Notes and Negotiable 
Instruments. Vol. IL, pp. 467 et seq. 

( 0 ) See title Land Improvement, Vol. XVIII., p. 297. 

l p) Copyright Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 6, c. 46), s. 5 (2) ; see title Copt* 
RIGHT AND Literary Property, Vol. VIII., p. 140. 

l q) ^ title Patents and Inventions, p. 127, ante, 

(r) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 22 ; and see 
titles Choses in Action, Vol. IV., p. 362 ; Companies, Vol. V., p. 680. 

(«) Aitree v. IJawe (1878), 9 Ch. D. 337, 351, C. A. 

(1) National Debt Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 71), s. 9 (Government 
annuities) ; Bank of England Act, 1696 (8& 9 Will. 3, c. 20), s. 33 (repealed) 
(Bank of England stock) ; stat. (1697) 9 Will. 3, c. 44, s. 71 (shares in 
East India Company); see Dundas v. Dutene (1790), 1 Ves. 196, 198; 
Wildman v. Wildman (1803), 9 Ves. 174, 177; Jt. v. Capper (1817), 6 
Price, 217, 263, 264. As to annuities, see title Kenicuarges and 
^Lnn cities 

(u) See titles Partnership, p. 104, ante; Trade and Trade Unions. 

(v) See title Burial and Cremation, Vol. IIL, pp. 620, 621. 

(a) As to title deeds, see title Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(b) These are heirlooms which by virtue of a special custom descend 
with the inheritance of the land ; see ibid, ; and see title Settlements. 

(c) See title Landlord and Tenant, Vol. XVIIL, pp. 416 et seq, 

(d) See titles Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 282 ; Landlord and Tenant, 
Vol. XVIIL, pp. 665, 666 ; Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(a) See title Animals, Vol. I., pp. 366 et seq, 

(j) In the Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 26), s. 1 , personal estate * 
inmudes “ monies, shares of Government and other funds, securities for 
money (not beiDg real estate), debts, choses in action, rights, credits and 
goods ” ; see title Descent and Distribution, Vol. XL, p. 3. Personal 
chattels or personal property are also defined for the purposes of succession 
duty (see Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 61),8. 1 ; title Estate 
AND Other Death Duties, Vol. XIIL, p. 263) and bills of sale (see 
title Bills op Sale, VoL IIL, pp. 20 et seq,). In the c^ of charitable pfts 
various kinds of property induwtly connected with land have been held 
to be personalty ; see title Charities, Vol. IV^ p. ^26, note (g). Pro- 
pertv ” is also defined in the Married W^omen’s Property Act, 1882 (46 Sc 46 
0 . 75), B. 24 (see title Husbamd ahd Wife, Vol. XVI., P- 348), imd m 
the ConTeyaneing Aeti, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. o. 41),>. 2(1), and 1882 (46 & 
4« Viet. o. 39), 8. 1 (4) (L) ; see title Bbal Pbopbktt C!hattbib Jtoai. 
For revenue purposes ** personal property * ijclndes land of which tnere 
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may also be partly in possession and partly in action, as, for 
example, bills of exchange and promissory notes. The debt thereby 
secured is a chose in action (p), but the actual document is a chose 
in possession (/i). 

788. Choses or things in possession include all things which are 
at once tangible, movaWe, and visible, and of which possession can 
be taken, as, for example, animals, household stuff, money, jewels, 
corn, garments, and everything else that can properly be put in 
motion and transferred from place to place (t). 

789. Things or choses in action are things recoverable by suit or 
action at law as contrasted with things or choses in actual physical 
possession (A;). 

has been an equhable conversion (A.-O. v. Dodd, [1894] 2 Q. B. 160; 
Customs and Inland Bevenue Acts, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 38 (2), and 
1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 7), s. 11), and a mortgagee’s interest in realty (A.-Q. 
V. Worrall, [1895J 1 Q. B. 99, C. A.); and see titles Estate and Other 
Death Duties, Vol. XIII., pp. 239, 306, 307; Income Tax, Vol. XVL, 
pp. 618, 619; Revenue. 

(j^) Hertford (Margnis) v. Lowther {Lord) (1843), 7 Beav. 1 ; see title 
Choses in Action, vol. IV., p. 360. 

(A) Be Prater, Desinge v. Benre (1888), 37 Ch. D. 481, C. A. ; Be Bobson, 
Bohson V. Hamilton, [1891] 2 Ch. 669. Such documents may be the 
object of larceny ; see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., 
pp. 641, 642. 

(i) 2 BL Com., p. 387. 

{k) Ibid., p. 396 ; see title CiioSES in Action, Vol. IV., pp. 359 et seq,, 
where choses in action are dealt with in detail. 

Rights of indemnity, which are choses in action, have been recently 
considered in Be Bichardson, Ex parte 8t. Thomases Hospital (Governors), 
[1911] 2 K. B. 706, C. A. Indemnity requires that the party to be 
indcmnifiod shall never be called upon to pay (ibid., 'per Buckley, L.J., 
at p. 716). Thus a person entitled to be indemnified is entitled either to 
a oeclaration that the person who is liable to indemnify him is bound to 
procure his release from the liability to the creditor (ibid., at pp. 709, 
716; Cruse v. Paine (1869), 4 Ch. App. 441), or to have a fund set aside 
to protect him from the liability when it arises (Be Bickardson, Ex parte 
8t. Thomas's Hospital (Governors), supra, at pp. 709, 713; Lacey v. HiU, 
Crowley's Claim (1874), L. R. 18 Eq. 182, 191). Under the old common 
law rules no action could be maintained on a contract of indemnify unless 
actual loss had been incurred (Be Bivhnrdson, Ex parte St, Thomas's 
Hospital (Governors), supra, at pp. 709, 712; Collinge v. Heywood (1839), 9 
Ad. & El. 633), although a covenant to protect against liability (Carr v. 
Boberis (1833), 6 B. & Ad. 78), or to pay the debt (Ashdown v. Ingamells 
(1880), 6 Ex. D. 280, 0. A.), could bo enforced, notwithstanding that the 
person claiming the indemnity had not paid the whole debt, llie fact 
that the person to be indemnified is insolvent does not affect the liability 
of the person who has covenanted to indemnify him (Hill v. Smith (1844), 
12 M. & W. 618, 632; Ashdown v. Ingamells, supra, disapproving Porter 
V. VorUy (1832), 9 Bing. 93; Be Bichardson, Ex parte 8t, Thomas's 
Hospital (Governors), supra) ; but any sums recovered under the indemnity 
must be applied m satisfaction of the particular debt, and are not 
divisible among the general creditors in the bankruptcy of the person 
indemnified (Be Bichardson, Ex parte St, Thomas's Hospital (Governors), 
supra); and see title Bankruptcy and Insoivency, Vol II., pp. 137, 
138. No order, however, for actual payment to the person daiming 
indemnity can apparently be made in the absence of the principal creator 
unless the claimant has already paid the debt (Be Bichardson, Ex parte 
St, Thomas's Hospital (Governors), supra, at p. 713; but see Carr y. 
Boherts, supra). As to the nature of a contract of indemnity, see, further^ 
title Guarantee, Vol XV., pp. 444 et seq. 
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Part ii. — Possession. 


6ect. 1. — Meaning of the Term. g«OT. 1. 

790. “ Possession ” is a word of ambiguous meaning (/), and its 

legal senses do not coincide with the popular sense (?h). In English 

law it is treated not merely as a physical condition protected by PhjBicai 
ownership, but as a right in itself (n). pSweSon 

791. The word ‘‘possession **(o) may mean effective, physical, or 
manual control, or occupation, evidenced by some outward act, po^s^ion. 
sometimes called de faeto possession or detention (p). This is a 
question of fact rather than of law {q). 

792. The word “ possession ** may mean legal possession, which Legal 
may exist with or without de faeto possession, and with or without possession, 
a rightful origin (r). 


(/) Bourne v. Foahroole (18C5), 18 C. B. (n. s.) 626; Lyell v. Kennedn 
(1887), 18 Q. B. D. 796, C. A., per FKy, L.J., at p. 813. As to the moaning 
of “ possession ” or vacant possession ** in a contract for the sale of 
land, sec Lake v. Dean (1860), 28 Beav. 607 ; and see title Sale op Land. 

(m) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 1. 

(n) Ibid,, p. 19 ; Markby, Elements of Law, s. 349. “ Possession ** 
originally expresses the simple notion of a physical capacity to deal with a 
thing as the possessor likes, to the exclusion of everyone else (ibid., s. 3481. 
It sometimes means physical control simply, the proper word for which is 
“detention” (ibid., s. 398). 

(o) As to the meaning of “ apparent possession ” for the purposes of the 
Bills of Sale Acts, see title Bills of Sale, Vol. III., p. 66. The expression 
“man in possession” used in the Distress (Costs) Act, 1817 (67 Geo. 3, 
c. 93), means a man in possession of the goods seized but not necessarily 
in possession of them on the premises when they were seized (tort v. 
Denton, [1907] 1 K. B. 466). 

(p) A shopkeeper is in de facto possession of bank-notes which are dropped 
by a stranger in a part of the shop frequented by customers and picked 
up by a customer (Bridges v. Ilawkesworth (1851), 15 Jur. 1079). Again, a 
man may be said to be in de facto possession of bulky or immovable objects 
in his own house or garden, though absolute physical control is imprac- 
ticable (Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, pp. 11 et seq.^ 
38). 

(7) Such use and enjoyment as the nature of the subject-matter admits 
of is good evidence of possession (Hai'per v. Charlesworih (1826), 4 B. & C. 
574). De facto possession of goods may be obvious where physical control 
is demonstrable. It is a question of fact. But in the capture of wild 
animals it may not idways be clear when complete possession is taken. 
'J'hus, BO louff as a seine net is open, complete possession has not been taken 
of the fish (Young v. iliehens (1844), 6 Q. B. 606 ; 2 Kent, Commentaries 
on American Law, p. 349; and see title Fisheries, Vol. XIV., p. 689). 
As to the custom relating to the capture of whales, see title Custom and 
Usages, Vol. X., p. 283. As to the property in wild animals, see titles 
Animals, Vol. I., pp. 365 et seq. ; Game, Vol. XV., pp. 211 et sea. 

(r) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 26. Legal 
]>osse86ion must be conceived as a definite right or interest, to which legal 
incidents are attached, and which exist independently of the true owner's 
title (ibid., pp. 17, 19). “ Possession in a legal sense is the determination to 

exercise physical control over a thing on one’s own behalf coupled with the 
capacity for doing so ; and is therefore of necessity exclusive ” (Markby, 
Elements of Law, a. 397 ; see ibid., s. 354, and Pollock and Wright, Pos- 
session in the Common Law, p. 16). 
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The normal case of legal possession is where the trne owner has de 
facto possession and intends to exclnde onauthorised interference. 
In this instance de facto and legal possession are associated in the 
same person (s). A bailee also has de facto and legal possession during 
the bailment (f). 

J^egal possession of an article remains in the owner though he has 
lost or abandoned' physical possession of it or otherwise ceased to 
exercise effective control over it, for example, where he has lost a 
jewel in bis house, left his implements of husl^dry in a field with 
the intention of returning, or even abandoned the article altogether, 
provided that no one else has taken de facto possession (a). 

The owner has legal possession of an article temporarily in the 
custody of his servant (li), except where the servant receives an 
article from a third party to hold for his master, in which case the 
servant holds as bailee and has legal possession (c). In the same 
way the owner retains the legal possession where the article is in 
the custody of a guest or licensee (d). 

A thief, however, may have legal possession of stolen goods, the 
true owner having merely the right to possession, on the principle 
that possession in fact with the manifest intention to exercise sole 
dominion imports possession in law (e). 

793. The third meaning of the word “ possession is the right to 
possession which may be equivalent to ownership, or merely of a 
temporary or special character (/). 

Sect. 2. — Different Kinds of Possession^ 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Aheohite or Qualified, 

794. Possession is absolute where a man has solely and 
exclusively the right to and also the occupation of any movable 
chattel, so that it cannot be transferred from him or cease to be 
his without his own act or default. Thus a man may have absolute 
possession of all inanimate things and vegetable productions when 
severed from the plant or ground ((]r), and of tame animals ih). 

796. Animals fera natura may be the subject of qualified or 
limited property, either on account of their inability to escape from 
the land of the possessor or because the possessor has been granted 
an exclusive privilege of capture (i). Fire, light, air and water are 


(a) Pollock and Wrigbt, Fosseasion in the Common Law, pp. 17, 41. 

(0 See title Bailment, Vol. 1., pp. 525, 541. 

(а) See title Criminal Law and Frocbdurs, Vol. IX., p. 641 ; Pollock 
and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 19. 

(б) See title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 632. 

(c) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 60 ; sec title 
Master and Servant, Vol. XX., p. 67. 

(d) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, pp. 18, 58, 138, 
140 ; Markby, Elements of Law, ss. 371 — 381 ; see title Sale of Goods. 

(e) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 20 ; and see 
title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 678. 

(/) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, pp. 25, 27, 146. 

(a) 2 Bl. Com., p. 389; and see title Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 203. 

(h) 2 BL Com., p« 390 ; see titlo Animals, Vol. 1., p, 365, 

{%) 2BlCom.,pp.301 — 394; Savigny, Possession (eo. 1865), ■. 31, p. 842: 



Pabt n.— Posssssiok. 


898 


also the subjects of qualified property, the property in them ceasing 
the instant they are out of possession (k). 

Sub-Sect. 2 ,— roMe $ 9 ion oj 

796 . Ad owner of goods enjoys the full rights of ownership when 
he also has de facto possession, or use and enjoyment (/). 

The right to have legal and de facto possession is a normal but 
not necessary incident of ownership (m). Such right may exist 
with, or apart from, de facto or legal possession, and in different 
persons at the same time in virtue of different proprietary rights (u). 
When separated from possession, right to possession is sometimes 
called ‘‘constructive possession ’*(o). Thus, when an owner has 
been wrongfully dispossessed of his goods by theft, or has lost them, 
he retains the right to possess them(p), but where he has bailed 
them his right is temporarily suspended (5). So, also, an executor 
immediately on the death of the testator, and before probate, has 
“ constructive possession ** of the testator's goods (r). 

Where de facto possession is undetermined, for example, where it 
is equally consistent with the facts that possession may be in one 
person or another, legal possession attaches to the right to 
possess (6). 

797 . Where there are two co-owners, each is in possession of the 
whole and of the half(0, which means that while each co-owner 
has control or de facto possession of the whole, he exercises such 
control partly on behalf of himself and partly on behalf of his 
co-owner (w). In the case of a joint tenancy, the joint tenants have 


Markby, Elements of Law, s. 361 ; see also title Animals, VoL I., pp. 365, 
366. 

(k) 2 BL Coro., p. 395 ; and see title Easements and Profits a Prendre, 
Vol. XL, pp. 297. 310, 326. 

(Z) See Williams on Real Property, 19th ed., p. 2 ; Fouldea v. Willoughby 
(1841), 8 M. & W. 540, 548; Burroughs v. Bayne (1860), 3 H. & N. 296. 
As to rights of ownership without possession, see p. 398, post 

(m) 2 Saund. 476, n. ; Blackburn, Contract of Sale, 3rd ed., pp. 339, 
340 ; Bloxam v. Sanders (1825), 4 B. &; C. 941. 

(n) PoUock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, pp. 27, 146. 

(o) Z6id., pp. 25, 27. E.g,^ where a seller or carrier agrees to hold as 

agent for the oiiyer, the buyer has constructive possession ; see Stoveld v. 
Hughes (1811), 14 East, 308; Jaokson v. Nicliol (1839), 5 Bing. (N. c.) 508; 
and titles Carriers, Vol. IV., p. 97; Sale op Goods; Sijippino and 
Navigation. 

(p) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 27. As to 
whether a person with a mere right to possession can maintain trespass, 
aoe title Trespass. 

(q) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 145. 

(r) Thorpe v. StaUwood (1843), 5 Man. & G. 760* The same rule 
applies in the case of an administrator ( v. Thomas S Exch. 
802); and see title Executors and Administrators, Vol. XIV., p. 146. 

(#) Ramsay v. Margrett, [1894] 2 Q. B. 18, C. A. ; Antoniadi v. Smith, 
[1901] 2 K. B. 689, C. A. 

(<) LittletoD*8 Tenures, s. 288. As to larceny by husband or wife, or 
partner, or joint owner, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol* IX., pp. 684, 686. As to trespass by one of several oo-owners, 
see title Trespass. 

(a) Markby, Elements of Law, s. 899. 
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both single possession and a single joint right to possess. Tenants 
in common have single possession^ but several rights to possess (a). 

Sob-Sect. 3. — Possemon of Bailee^ 

798 . A bailee has either actual or constructive possession of the 
goods bailed as well as the right to possess them ; but his possession 
is conditional on redelivery to the owner or his nominee upon ful- 
filment of the purposes of the bailment (h). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Possession of Trespasser, 

799 . The foundation of the action of trespass is the wrongful 
interference with the possession of another (c). Tlie trespasser does 
not acquire possession of chattels unless there is an asportation or 
carrying away(d). Where a person takes the goods of another 
without his previous consent, possession in fact is acquired by 
trespass, which, according to circumstances, may or may not be 
justifiable (c). 

Sub-Sect. 5 . — Possession of Finder, 

800 . The innocent (/) finder of a lost chattel who takes it into 
his custody obtains possession both in fact and in law, and has 
a limited right to possession good against all but the rightful 
owner 0/). 

The rule that a finder who takes possession of property absolutely 
abandoned or irretrievably lost by its former owner thereby acquires 
ownership (/t) is not applicable as against the Crown or against 


(a) Littleton’s Tenures, ss. 311, 314, 315. 

(h) See title Bailment, Vol. L, pp. 524 ct seq. The tcmporaiy custody 
of his master’s property by a servant in charge must be distinguished from 
ordinary bailment; see title Mastek and Servant, Vol. XX., p. 67. 
The custody of the servant apparently anmunts merely to a licence 
to deal with the property in a certain way (Pollock and VV right. Possession 
in the Common Law, pp. 68 — 60, 130, 1.38; Kerr v, Phyn (1893), 30 
So. L. R. 607). As to the right of an owner who has delivered goods 
to a bailee to maintain trover for conversion by a stranger, see Quinn v. 
PraiU 11908] 2 I. R. 69, 82; titles Bailment, Vol. 1., p. 663; Trover 
AND Detinue. As to possession of an auctioneer, see Bnvis v. Artingstall 
(1880), 49 L. J. (cu.) 609; title Auction and Auctioneers, Vol. I., 

p. 620. 

(c) Johnson v. Diprose, [1893] 1 Q. B. 612, C. A. ; see, further, title 
Trespass. The term “trespass” is also used with reference to injury to 
chattels where the trespasser does not take possession. 

(d) See title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 630. 

(e) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, pp. 118 e# seq. ; 
see also p. 397, post : titles Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., 
p. 629 ; TRESPASS. 

(/) Buckley v. Gross (1863), 3 B. & S. 666, 673. 

(q) Armory v. Delamirie (1722), 1 Stra. 606 ; 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 
p. 356 ; Cartwright v. Green (1803), 8 Ves. 604, 609 ; Elwes v. Brigg Gas Co, 

( 1886), 33 Ch. D. 662, 670. As to when a finder of a chattel is regarded as a 
bailee, owner, or thief ; as to finding by a bailee or by a purchaser ; as to 
rights of a finder a^nst third parties ; and as to chattels found on private 
property, see titlesBAiLMENT, Vol. I., pp. 628 et sw , ; Criminal Law and 
Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 630 ; Trover and Detinue ; Pollock and 
Wright, Possession in the Common Law, np. 171 — 187. 

(A) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 124. 
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perBons who have acquired franchises by grant or prescription in 
respect of chattels of which possession has been lost or abandoned 
in special circumstances, such as treasure trove (t). 

Sect. 8. — Rights Annexed to Possession. 

801. The primd facie presumption of law is that the person who 
has de facto possession has the property (k), and accordingly such 
possession is protected, whatever its origin, against all who cannot 
prove a superior title (Z). This rule applies equally in criminal (m) 
and civil (n) matters. Thus a person in actual or apparent possession, 
but without the right to possession, has, as against a stranger or a 
wrongdoer, all the rights and remedies of a person entitled to and 
able to prove a present right to possession (o). 

Title to property, created merely by the act of reducing a thing 
into possession, necessarily implies a reduction into possession 
effected by a lawful act. Such an act, if it constitutes a trespass, 
cannot create a title to property as against the rightful owner (p). 

Until a superior title is shown, de jacto possession is conclusive 
evidence of the right to possess {q). The result is that a stranger or 
wrongdoer cannot defend himself by proving the right of a third 
party (r), unless he can show that he is acting on behalf of such 
third party («). 

Sect. 4. — Acquisition of Possession. 

802 . Possession of chattels can be taken by physical contact (<)• 
but contact is not essential where the intention of the parties is that 
possession shall be acquired (v). In each case possession depends 

(i) As to treasure trove, see titles Bailment, Vol. I., p. 531, nolo (;) ; 
Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., pp. 372, 489 ; Criminal Law and Pro- 
cedure, Vol. IX., p. 521. As to estrays, wreck, jetsam, flotsam and 
hgan, see Co. Litt. 114 b; 1 Bl. Com., pp. 291 — 299; OonstabWs (Sir 
Henry) Case (1601), 6 Co. Rep. 106; A.-Q. v. Moore, [1893] 1 Ch. 676; 
titles Admiralty, Vol. I., p. 76 ; Bailment, Vol. I., pp. 530, note (e), 
631 ; Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., p. 479; Vol. VII., pp. 209 et sea, 

(k) Wilbraham v. Snow (1670), 2 Wms. Saund. 47 ; Jones v. Wiltiams 
(1837), 2 M. & W. 326, 331 ; Jewries v. Great Western Bail Co (1866), 
6 £. & B. 802, 806 ; Elwes v. Brigg Gas Co. (1886), 33 Ch. D. 562, 569 ; 
The Winkfield, [1902] P. 42, C. A. ; Glenwood Lumber Go, v. Phillips, 
[1904] A. C. 406, 410, P. C. 

({) Rogers v. Spence (1844), 13 M. W. 581. 

(m) See 2 Pollock and Maitland, History of English Law, pp. 40 et seq, 

(n) See ibid,, and titles Tort; Trespass. 

(o) Armory v. Belamirie (1722), 1 Stra. 605; 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 
p. 366; Bridges v. Hawkesworth (1851), 16 Jur. 1079; Bourne v. Fosbrooke 
(1865), 18 C. B. (N. 8.) 615; see Jewries v. Great Western Bail Co, (1856), 
5 £. & B. 802, per Lord Campbell, C. J., at p. 805. 

(p) Blades v. Higgs (1865), 11 H. L. Cas. 621 ; Elwes v. Bngg Gas Co,, 

supra, at p. 668 ; Glenwood Lumber Co, v. PhiUips, supra ; Holmes, The 
Common Law, title ** Possession,” p. 223. , , ^ 

(q) Asher v. Whitlock (1866), L. E. 1 Q. B. 1; Doe d. Smith and Fayns 
V. Webber (1834)), 1 Ad. & El. 119. 

(r) Bristow v. Oormican (1878), 3 App. Cas. 641, 651. 

(8) Leake v. Loveday (1842), 4 Man. & G. 972 ; Newnham v. Stevenson 
(1851), 10 C. B. 713, 724 ; see, further, title Tort. . , . 

(t) B.g., a man can take possession of a coin by putting it m his pocket 
(Mark^, Elements of Law, s. 358). 

(u) E.g., possession is acquired by the purchaser of goods stored in a 
warehouse when the keys are handed over to him by the vendor with the 
intention of transferring possession (Markby, Elements of Law, s. 358 ; see 
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sbot. I. 
Acquisition 
of 

Possession. 


JjOBB of 
possesBion. 


What is 
abandonment. 


Personal Property. 

on the physical possibility of the possessor dealing with the thing 
exclusively (a). 

Where de facto possession is undetermined, the lawful owner may 
acquire it by entry or occupation (&)• Where two persons claim de 
facto possession, the title of the one who can prove the right to 
possess prevails (c). 

Sect. 5. — Loee of Possession. 

803. Physical or de facto possession may be lost by discontinu- 
ance of physical control in various ways (d) ; but the loss of physical 
control does not necessarily involve loss of legal possession (e) ; and 
a person entitled to immediate possession, who has temporarily 
parted with de facto possession, has the rights and remedies of a de 
facto possessor (/). 

804. Abandonment of goods takes place when possession of them 
is quitted voluntarily without any intention of transferring them to 
another (^). A buried coffin is not regarded as abandoned, but 
remains in the possession of the deceased person’s representatives 
or in that of the person who buried the deceased (//). Similarly, the 
interment of animals does not imply abandonment (i). 

The possession of a person who has wilfully abandoned a thing 


Quest V. Uomfray (1801), 6Ves. 818, 823; and title Bills op Sale, Vol. III., 
p. 7, note (/) ) ; and a mortgagee of personal chattels entitled to possession 
may acquire possession without physical interference with their use and 
enjoyment (Pollock and Wright, JPossession in the Common Law, p. 79). 
In point of law possession of goods may be changed by agreement without 
any physical change in their position or in the position of the person who 
actually guards them (Mills v. CharUsworth (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 421, C. A., 
per Lindlet,L.J., at p. 425; reversed on other grounds, [1892J A. C. 231/. 

(a) Markby, Elements of Law, a. 359. 

(b) Jones v. Chapman (1840), 2 Exch. 802, 821, Ex. Ch. ; Bristow r, 
Cormican (1878), 3 App. Cas. 641. 

(c) Littleton’s Tenures, s. 701 ; see Bamsay v. Margrett, [1894] 2 Q. B. 
18. C. A. 

(d) See Markby, Elements of Law, s. 362 ; Pollock and Wright, Posses- 
sion in the Common Law, P- 1 ; and see p. 404, post, 

(e) PoUock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 16. 

(f) E.g,, a bailor where the bailment is revocable at will, or a trustee of 
chattels left under the control of the beneficiary (Barker v. Furlong^ [1891] 
2 Ch. 172). As to the right of stoppage of goods in transitu, which must be 
exercised after they have left the actual or constructive possession of the 
seller and before they are in the possession of the buyer, see titles Carriers, 
Vol. IV., p. 97 ; Sale of Goods. As to common law lien upon goods 
depending upon possession and ceasing when possession or right to posses- 
sion is parted with, see Great Eastern Bailway v. Lord's Trustee. [1909] 
A. C. 109 ; Forth v. Simpson (1849), 13 Q. B. 680 ; titles Lien, Vol. AlX., 
p. 2 ; Sale op Goods. 

(g) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 44. As to 
the possibility of a person divesting himself of a right to possession by 
wilful abandonment, see ibid,, pp. 124, 145; 22 Vin. Abr. 409, tit. Waif ; 
and see Haynes's Case (1613), 12 Co. Rep. 113, where it was said man 
cannot relinquish the property he hath to his goods unless they vested in 
another.’* 

(A) Haynes's Case, supra; 1 Hale, C. L. 615; and see title Burial and 
Cremation, VoL III., pp. 406. 553. 

(i) R. T. Edwards oM Staeev (1877), 13 Cox, 0. C. 384,0. C. B As to 
larceny of things found and believed to have been abandoned, see title 
Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 630. 
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does not necessarily render him liable for any damage subseqaenily amt. S. 
caused by the thing abandoned (f). 

805. Voluntary loss of possession may also be effected by transfer 

or delivery to another (*). Transfer of 

806. Deprivation or the dispossessing of the goods of another 
without his consent may be legally justifiable or wrongful according 
to circumstances {1). It is riglitful or justifiable, for example, when 
the true owner retakes them from a trespasser (m), or when the 
taking is authorised bylaw, for example, in a case of public 
necessity or as being for the true owner’s benefit (n), or in case 
of bankruptcy, execution or distress (o). It is wrongful when the 
taking amounts to a trespass for which there is no justification (p). 

807. The loss of possession may also be occasioned by destruction Dcstmotton 

or extinction of the chattel in fact or in law (q). chattel. 

808. Where physical possession unaccompanied by a right to Bight to 
possession is legally divested, the former possessor has not the right recoirer 
of recovery which belongs to a person in actual possession (r). poi>ae*8ioa. 


Part III.— Ownership. 

Sect. 1. — Nature of Ownership. 

809. Ownership consists of innumerable rights over property, MeminRof 
for example, the rights of exclusive enjoyment, of destruction, owneiship. 
alteration and alienation, and of maintaining and recovering 
possession of the property from all other persons. Such rights 
are conceived not as separately existing, but as merged in one 
general right of ownership («). 

{j) White Y. Crisp (1854), 10 Exch. 312 (abandonmeut of sunken vessel 
in navigable river). 

{k) See p. 404, post. 

(l) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, pp. 77, 78. 

(m) See titles Tort ; Trespass. 

(9i) Isaack v. Clark (1615), 2 Bulst. 306, 312. 

(o) See Six Carpenters^ Case (1610), 8 Co. Rep. 146 b ; 1 Smith, L. C., 

11th ed., p. 132; Charlesworth v. JUiils, [1892] A. C. 231 (sheriff’s pos<^ss- 
sion) ; B. v. LushingUm, Ex parte Otto [1894J 1 Q. B. 420 (detention, by 
court, of alleged st<den property, produced by purchaser under subpcsna 
duces tecum); and see titles Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., 

S . 4; Distress, Vol. XL, p. 117; Execution, Vol. XIV.; pp. 3, 4; 

HERIFFS AND BaILIPFS. 

ip) See B. V. BUey (1853), Dears. C. C. 149, C. C. B.; titles Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 627 et seq. ; Tort. 

(o) B.g,t the escape and return to a wild state of a reclaimed wild animal, 
or tne escape of gas, or the placing in the soil of a plant. 

(r) Buckley v. Cross (1863), 3 B. & 8. 566. 

(s) 2 Austin’s Jurispradenoe, 4th ed., p. 817 ; Markby, Elements of 
Law, BS. 309, 314, 321, 323. For suggested dednitionB of ownership, see 
ibid., s. SIS, n.; compare the meaning of -ownerahip” as apnlied to 
land, explained in MetropoUtan BaU. Co. v. Fowler (1891), 60 L. J. (Q. b.) 

518, per Cave, L, at p. 525 ; affirmed, [1892] 1 Q. B. m, C. A. ; and ^ 
title Beal Property and Chattels real. As to chattels bemg the 
•ubjeot of absolute ownership, see Glanv. viL 5, x. 6 ; Br^ foL 60 b^ 

129 a, 131 a, 407 b ; 2 Pollock and Maitland, History of English Law, 

0, 176—183. 
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The ownership of goods (t) differs from the ownership of land in 
several respects (a), partly because the common law does not 
recognise the possibility of the ownership of goods teing split up 
into lesser successive interests or estates, nor does it contemplate 
remainders or reversions in chattels (b)» 

810. Ownership is nevertheless divisible to some extent. For 
example, one or more of the fasciculus of rights constituting 
ownership may be detached (c). Thus an owner is pnmd facie 
entitled to possession (d) or to recover possession of his goods 
against all the world («), a right which a dispossessed owner may 
exercise by peaceable retaking (/). But he may voluntarily or 
involuntarily part with possession, for example, by the pledging (gr), 
lending, hiring out Qi\ bailment (i), theft (fe) or loss of his goods, in 
any of which cases he is left with a right of ownership without 
possession, accompanied or not accompanied, as the case may be, 
with the right to possess. Ownership is also divorced from 
possession where the goods are in possession of a person who has 
a lien on them (Q, or when they are seized under a distress and 
until a sale is made under the statute (m). 

811. In the case of trusts, the legal ownership is said to be 
in the trustee and the beneiicial enjoyment or equitable ownership 
in the cestui que tmst (n). 

Sect. 2 . — Personal Capacity. 

812. The owner may be a single individual or a legal entity, 
namely, a corporation ; or several individuals may together constitute 
the owner (o). In the case of corporate ownership, the rights and 
obligations attach to the corporate body, and the existence of such 

• 

(t) Our ancient law books, which are founded upon the feudal provisions, 
do not often condescend to regulate ownership of personal property (2 Bl. 
Com., p. 385). The law of personal property is said to be founded on 
the civu law (ibid.). 

(a) See title Real Propertt and Chattels Beal. 

(b) See p. 413, post, 

(e) Markby, Elements of Law, s. 314. As to who may be described 
as owner in an indictment for larceny, see title Criminal Law and Pro« 
CEDURE, Vol. IX., p. 645, note (d). 

(d) As to the possession of owner, see p. 393, ante. 

(e) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 25. 

if) Littleton’s Tenures, s. 497 ; 3 Bl. Com., pp. 4, 5 ; see Blades v. 
Higgs (1801), 10 C. B. (N. 8.) 713; Be Ware, Ex parte Brake (1877), 5 
Ch. I). 866, 871, C. A. ; and title Trespass. It is a misdemeanour for 
an owner to make a bargain with a thief, who has stolen his goods, not to 
prosecute if the goods are restored (4 Bl. Com., pp. 133, 356 ; see title 
Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 503). 

(g) See title Pawns and Pledges, pp. 235, 238, ante 

(a) See title Bailment, Tol. I., pp. 550 et sea . 

(«) See ibid., p. 524 ; title Carriers, Vol. IV., p. 92. 

(k) As to the present practice in actions for the recovery of jpods or 
their value, and as to the rija^ht of an owner to bring a civil action for goods 
or their value against a th&f before prosecuting him criminally, see titles 
Action, Vol I., pp. 27, 44 ; Trover and Detinue. 

(l) See titles Lien, Vol. XIX., pp. 2, 16, 18 ; Sale of Goods. 

(m) Stat. (1689) 2 WiU. dc Mar. o. 6, s. 2 ; see title Distress, Vol. XI.» 
p. 168. 

(n) See title Trusts and Trustees. 

(o) Markby, Elements of Law, s. 824. 
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rights and obligations is not affected by the death of individual 
members of the body (jj). 

There is no restriction placed on the acquisition of personalty by 
corporations aggregate (q) or charities (r). 

Aliens are capable of acquiring and holding personal property 
other than a British ship (s). 

Sect. 3. — Acquisition of Oicnership, 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — By Succession to TWe of Pretuoita Ownrr, 

813. The acquisition of ownership by succession strictly speaking 
applies only to corporations aggregate, because in the eye of the law 
a corporation never dies, and the members by succession acquire 
the ownership of the corporate property (t). 

The general rule with regard to corporations sole is that no 
chattel can be acquired by right of succession (a), except in the case 
of the Crown, or where the corporation sole represents a number of 
persons, or where by custom it has acquired the right of taking 
particular chattel interests in succession (/>). 

An individual may, however, be said to acquire ownership by 
succession (c) when he succeeds to the title of a previous owner, 
for example, in cases of gifts (d), sales (c), under a will (/), or on an 
intestacy (p), or to the possession of another under circumstances 
depriving the former owner of his ownership, for example, in case 
of a purchase in market overt (h). 

Sub-Sect. 2,‘^By Chauye of Possession. 

814. Loss of possession of chattels frequently involves loss of 
ownership, owing to the practical difficulty of following up the 
ownership of movables. But a judgment for the recovery of any 
property other than land or money may be enforced either by writ 
for delivery of the property, or by writ of attachment, or by writ of 
sequestration (i). 

When such a judgment is being enforced by writ of delivery, the 
court may on the plaintiff’s application order that execution shall 


ip) Markby, Elements of Law, ss. 320, 774 ; sco title Corpohations, 
VoL VIII., p. 366. 

(g) See ibid., p. 377. 

(r) See title CnARiTiES, Vol. IV., p. 124. 

(«) Co. Litt. 129 b ; 1 Bl. Com., p. 300 ; Watford v. Marsham (1606), Moore 
(K. B.), 431 ; see titles Aliens, Vol. I., pp. 306 et seq. ; Shipping and 
Navigation. 

(0 2 Bl. Com., p. 430 ; see also title Corporations, Vol. VIII., p 366. 

(a) 2 Bl. Com., pp. 432, 433. 

(b) Ibid., p. 433. 

(e) See Markby, Elements of Law, pp. 371 et seq. 

(d) See title Gifts, Vol. XV., pp. 404 et seq. 

(e) See titles Sale of Goods ; Sale of Land. 

(/) See title Wills. 

(g) See titles Descent and Distribution, Vol. XL, pp. 16 et seq.; 
Executors and Administrators, Vol. XIV., p. 136. 

(A) PoUock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 123 ; see 
title Markets and Fairs, Vol. XX., pp. et seq. 

(f) K. S. C., Ord. 42, r. 6. As to writs of delivery, see title Execution, 
Vol. XIV., pp. 37, 74, 76; as to writs of attachment, see ibid., p. 75; and 
as to writs of seqn^tration, see ihid., pp. 79 et seq. 8^, generally, as to 
the recovery of goods in specie, titles Distress, Vol. XL, pp. 199 et seq . ; 
Sale of Goods; Trover and Detinue. 
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Sect. il. 

^attisitlon 

of 

Ownership. 

Coin. 

Stolen goods. 


Lost goods. 


Lapse of time. 


Oaptam. 


iBsue for the delivery of the propei*ty without giving the defendant 
the option of retaining this property upon ^yment of the assessed- 
value (k). Such an order may be made without the value of the 
property being first assessed (Z). 

Ownership also follows possession in the case of coin and 
negotiable instruments (m), but, in the case of stolen goods, unless 
sold in market overt, the ownership remains in the true owner (n), 
and where they have been sold in market overt to a bond fide 
purchaser, the property revests in the true owner upon his prose- 
cuting the thief to conviction, at the date of such conviction (o). 

815. Ownership may be acquired by change of possession (1) as 
against all the world, by occupancy, where a man takes possession 
cttlan ownerless thing (jp); (2) as against all the world except the 
true owner, by a finder or trespasser taking possession of the goods of 
another (q). 

816. De facto possession, unaccompanied by a right to posses- 
sion, may be converted into full ownership by lapse of time (r). 

Sub-Sect. 8.— By Taking Original Poesesaion, 

817. Ownership may be acquired by occupancy of a thing 
without an owner («), for example, the capture of wild animals (0; 
the appropriation of free natural elements, such as light, air, and 


(/;) R. S. C., Ord 48, r. 1. Where u writ of delivery is issued giving 
the defendant the option of retaining the property upon payment of its 
value, the ownership remains in the pluintm until the sheriff has levied 
the value from the defendant's goods {Be Ware, Ex parte Drake (1877), 
6 Ch, D. 866 ; Be Sonrih (1874), 10 Ch. App. 234). 

(Z) flymne v. Ogden, [1905] 1 K. B. 246, C. A. 

im) See title Bills of Exchange, Puomissory Notes and Negotiable 
Instruments, Vol. XL, pp. 459, 461, 513. As to what are negotiable 
instruments, see i5id.,pp. 459 et seq., 564 et eeq. 

(n) Vilmont v. BenUeg (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 322, per Lord Esher, M.R., 
at pp. 326, 327 ; affirmed (1887), 12 App. Cas. 471 ; and see title Sale of 
Goods. 

(o) See titles Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 686 ; Markets 
and Fairs, Vol. XX., p. 55 ; Sale op Goods. 

(p) See the text, infra, 

iq) See p. 394, ante, 

(r) See title Limitation op Actions, Vol. XIX., p. 50. 

(e) 2 Bl. Com., p. 402; Vaugh., pp. 188, 190; 2 Stephen's Commentaries, 
p. 43 ; Markby, Elements of Law, ss. 483, 484 ; Pollock and Wright, 
Possession in the Common Law, p. 124. As to the relation of occupancy 
to ownership, see Maine, Ancient Law, o. viii. 

u) Young v. Bichene (1844), 6 Q. B. 606 ; Aberdeen Arciie Co, v. Sutter 
(1862), 4 Macq. 355, H. L. ; Bhdee v. Biggs (1865), 11 H. L. Cas. 621, 632. 
Wild animals are not in the possession of the owner of the soil, behaving at 
most a qualiBed property in them or a right to reduce them into posses- 
sion (see title Animals, Vol. I., pp. 366, 870 ; Markby, Elements of 
Law, 8. 861 ; Bavigny, Possession, s. 31, p. 342) ; but, in the United 
Einirdom, the ownersnip of wild animals, except fish in the sea (see 
Fenninge v. QrenviUe (Lord) (1808), 1 Taunt. 241 ; Bogavik v. Jackson 
(1827), 2 C. & P. 695; title Fisberies, VoL XIV., p. 6.36) other than 
royal fish (see p. 402, post), cannot as a role be acquired by mere 
occupancy, sporting ri^ts b^g enjoyed either by virtue of a franchise 
(Williams, Rights of Common, pp. 228 of tsq.), or as incidental to the 
ownership of land (ibid., p.240; (Toss of Jfotiop€4iot( 1602), llGo. Bep.84h^ 
87 b I 2 Bl. Com. p. 417 ; and see title Gams, VoL XV., pp. 2il» 212). 
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water (a); the coUeotion of matter, such as seaweed, from the sea or 
shore (a); the severance of a thing, tor example, corn or other 
emblements, from the soil (b), and, perhaps, the finding of a thing 
absolutely abandoned or irretrievably lost (c). 

818 . Ownership may also be acquired by invention, as, for 
examine, the right wUch an author has in his own literary 
compositions (d). 


Sub-Sect. 4 . — By Accession. 

819 . If any corporeal substance receives an accession (<?) by 
natural or artificial means, as by the growth of vegetables, the 
pregnancy of animals, the embroidery of cloth, or the conversion 
of wood or metal into vessels or utensils, the original owner is 
entitled by his^ right of possession to the property in its improved 
state. But this principle does not apply where the species of the 
thing is changed, as by making wine, oil, or bread out of another’s 
grapes, olives, or wheat (/). The maxim partus sequitur ventrem 
applies in the case of all animals except swans {g). 

Similarly, when the goods of one man are attached to the land or 
chattel, for example, a ship, of another, the ownership in such 
goods is transferred to the owner of the land or chattel Qi). 


Sub-Sect. b.-^By Cmfusion. 

820 - Ownership of goods may be acquired by confusion or 
intermixture, different principles being applicable where the 
intermixture takes place by agreement, fraud, or accident (i). 


(a) 2 Bl. Com., p. 402 ; see title Wateks and Watercourses. 

{h) 2 Bl. Com., p. 403 ; see title Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 282. 

(c) 2 Bl. Com., pp. 9, 14; Bract, lib. 1, c. 12, fol. 7 b, lib. 2, o. 1, 
fol 9 a, lib. 3. c. 3, fol. 120 a; see p. 394, ante ; Markby, Elements of 
Law, s. 485 ; and title Trover and Detinue. 

(d) 2 Bl. Com., pp. 400—405. Tbis kind of ownership has been regu- 
lated and protect^ by numerous statutes ; see title Coptriqut and 
Literary PhOPERTT, Vol. VIII., pp. 136 et seq. ; Copyright Act, 1911 
(1 & 2 Geo. 5, 0 . 46) ; title Patents and Inventions, pp. 125 et seq., ante. 

(e) The acquisition of ownership by ** accession ” is grounded on the 
right of occupancy and founded on a doctrine of the Roman law. 

U) Bract, lol. 9, 10 ; Anon. (1559), Moore (k. b.), 19, 20 ; Anon. (1594), 
Poph. 38 ; Anon. (1490), Y. B. 5 Hen. 7, 15. pL 6 ; 0. v. M. (1529), Y. B. 
12 Hen. 8, 9. 10 ; 2 Bl. Com., pp. 403, 404, 405 ; Markby, Elements of Law, 
s. 489; see title Building Contracts, Engineers, and Arcuitects, 
Vol. III., p. 165. 

ig) Bro. Abr., tit. Propertie and proprietato probanda, 29; Case of 
Swans (1592), 7 Co. Eep. 15b, 17 a; 2 Bl. Com., pp. 390, 391; and seo 
title Animals, VoL 1., pp. 365, 366, note (t). 

{h) Markby, Elements of Law, s. 496; title Building Contracts, 
Engineers, and Architects, Vol. III., p. 260 ; Wheelery. Stratton (1912), 
105 ll T. Forman db Oo., Proprietary y. Ship ** LiAde»dalef^ [1900J 
A. C. 190, P. C. But, as to the rights of a lessee to be compensated for 
bis improvements, see Utle Landlord and Tenant, Vol. XVIIL, pp. 479, 
6C^ 667. The rule in the text is based on the legal maxim quidguid 
ptantaiw solo, solo oediL 

(i) See title Bailment, VoL 1., pp. 542, 543. 
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Sub-Sbot. 6 . — IJndtr Paramount AuthorUy, 

821. Another method of acquiring property in personal chattels 
is by the exercise of the Eoyal Prerogative, whereby a right may 
accrue either to the Crown itself or to persons claiming under the 
title of the Crown, or by prescription which supposes an ancient 
grant (fc). 

In this class are included taxes and customs, whether con- 
stitutionally inherent in the Crown or created by authority of 
Parliament (/c). 

The Crown acquires title by a kind of prerogative copyright in 
certain books or publications, for example, Acts of Parliament, Pro- 
clamations, Orders in Council, liturgies and books of divine service 
of the Church of England, and the Authorised Version of the 
Bible®. 

Royal fish, namely, whale and sturgeon, thrown ashore or 
caught near the coasts are the property of the Crown by pre- 
rogative (m). 

Certain things which have been lost or abandoned belong to the 
Crown by prerogative, namely, treasure trove, waifs, estrays, 
wreck, jetsam, fiotsam, and ligan (n). 

822. Ownership of goods is capable of being acquired, regardless 
of the title of the previous owner, by force of a statute. Examples 
of this transfer of ownership occur (1) where the goods of a bank- 
rupt are transferred to the trustee in bankruptcy (o) ; (2) where 
goods are sold under the Rules of the Supreme Court, pending 
litigation (p) ; (3) where execution is levied {q ) ; (4) where smuggled 
goods are forfeited (r); or (5) where a forfeiture occurs by reason of 
a breach of the excise laws (s) or Merchandise Marks Act, 1887 (0 ; 


(fc) 2 Bl. Com., p. 408 ; see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., pp. 371 
H seq. 

(Z) See titles Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., pp. 496 et seq. ; Copyright 
AND Literary Property, Vol. VIII., p. 172 ei seq. 

(m) 2 Bl. Com., pp. 210, 280 ; Markby, Elements of Law, s. 236, where 
it is stated that the right is stiU sometimes claimed in respect of whales 
by the grantees of the Crown ; see, further, titles Constitutional Law, 
Vol. ViL, p. 216; Fisheries, Vol. XIV., p. 680. 

(n) Co. Litt. 114b; 1 Bl. Com., pp. 291 — 299; and see title Con- 
stitutional Law, Vol. VI., pp. 479 et seq. ; Vol. VII., pp. 210 et seq, 

(o) See 2 Bl. Com., p. 471 ; and see title Bankruptcy and Insol- 
vency, Vol. II., pp. 143 et seq. 

ip) R. S. C., Ord. 60, r. 2 ; see title Practice and Procedure. 

(q) See title Execution, Vol. XIV., pp. 4, 14. Where goods are taken 
in execution to satisfy a judgment, the sheriR has a special propeHy in 
them between the seizure and the sale {WUbraham v. Snow (1670), 2 Saund. 
47 ; see JBs Qoutlay, E» parte Abbott (1880), 16 Ch. D. 447, C. A.; and 
title Sheriffs and Bailiffs) ; but where goods are distrained for rent 
the goods are in cusiodid legis^ and the property in them, until sale or 
other lawful disposal, remains in the origmal owner, and does not pass 
to the distrainor (2 Wms. Saund., 6th ed., 47» note (o) ); see title Distress, 
Vol. XI., p. 168. 

(r) Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), s. 177 ; see 
title Revenue. 

(s) Excise Management Act, 1827 (7 4 e 8 Geo. 4, c. 63), s. 32 ; see title 
Revenue. 

(t) 60 ds 61 Viet. o. 28, s. 12 ; see title Trade Marks, Trade Names, 
AND Designs. 
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or (6) where a shi^ is sold under proceedings against her tn rm 
in the Admiralty Division (a). 

Sect. 4. — Co-ownership (b). 

Sttb-Sect. 1 . — Joint Ownfrahip * 

823. A joint ownership or jointtenancy is distinguished by the four 
unities — of possession, interest, title, and time of commencement (c). 

Personalty, although it cannot be vested in co-parceners (d), may, 
like real estate, belong to several persons either as joint tenants or 
as tenants in common (e); and expressions contained in any 
instrument which create a joint tenancy or tenancy in common 
in realty have the same effect when applied to personalty (/). 

The right of survivorship attaches to a joint tenancy of per- 
sonalty ( h ), including choses in possession and in action (t), as well 
as of realty (fc), until severance (l). 

It has been held that the doctrine of survivorship does not apply 
to chattels belonging to a trade partnership so as to enable the 
surviving partners to dispose of such chattels without the concur- 
rence of the legal personal representatives of a deceased partner (m) ; 
but this exception does not apply in law to choses in action belonging 
to a partnersijip(n); and, although in equity the share of the deceased 
partner in the partnership choses in action devolves on his executors 
or administrator (o), the remedy survives to the copartner (p). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — OtmeraMp in Common . 

824. Owners in common have a unity of possession, but a 


(a) Caatrique v. Imrie (1870), L. R. 4 H. L. 414, 428, 429, 442 ; see titles 
Action, Vol. L, pp. 47, 48; Admiralty, VoL L, p. 123. 

{h) Co-ownership probably came into use as a modified form of family 
ownership — the oldest form of ownership (Markby, Elements of Law, 
B. 326). 

(0) 2 Bl. Com., p. 180; see, further, title Real Property and 
Chattels Real. 

{d) See title Real Propbrtt and Chattels Real. 

(e) 2 Bl. Com., p. 399. 

if) Ibid , ; see 1 Eq. Cas. Abr. 292. As to what words create, and as 
to the severance of, a joint tenancy, see 6 Cru. Dig., 4th ed., pp. 329 — 343, 
tit. xxxviii., Devise, o. xv. ; titles Real Property and Chattels Real ; 
Wills. 

ig) As to the r^ht of survivorship, see titles Real Property and 
Chattels Real ; Wills. 

(h) 2 Bl. Com., p. 399 ; Littleton's Tenures, s. 282. 

(t) See the text, infra, 

(k) See title Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(1) Co. Litt. 182 a. 

(m) Buokley v. Barber (1851), 6 Exch. 164, following Y. B. 38 Edw. 3, 
fol. 7; Co. Lit. 182a; and E, v. Collector of Customs (1813), 2 M. A S. 223, 
and distingui8hing_.^l;s v. Oibaon (1729), 1 Eq. Cas. Abr. 291; Jeffereye 
V. 8maU (1684), 1 Vem. 217 ; and Crawshay v. CoUina (1808), 16 Ves. 218. 
Buckley v. Barber, supra, however, is said to have been disapproved by 
James, L.J., in Taylor v. Taylor (1873), 7th March (unreported) ; and the 
Partnership Act, 1890 (63 dc 64 Viet. o. 39), s. 38, would seem now to 
authorise we surviving partners to dispose of such chattels for the purpose 
of winding up the partnersldp. 

(n) Martin v. Ofompe (1698), 1 Ld. Raym. 340. « « 

(o) Jeffereye v. 8ma^ supra; Lake v. Craddosk # P* Wms. 

168 ; Bee title Choses nr Action, VoL IV., p. 899.. 

(p) See title Partnership, p. 56, ante. 
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distinot and Boyeral title to their ehareB, which need not 
necessarily be equal (g); and there is no right of snrviyorship 
between owners in common (r). Ownership in common arises 
(1) from the severance of a joint tenancy (<X or (2) from a gift to 
two or more persons in common (t). 


Part IV. — Alienation. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

826. The alienation of chattels differs essentially from the 
alienation of land. Chattels were never subject to the rules of 
feudal tenure which in early days restrained the transfer of land (a). 
At the present time, while a deed, or, in the case of registered land, a 
statutory transfer (6), is required to convey land(c), chattels in 
possession may be transferred without deed or writing if possession 
is delivered (d). Chattels are also transferable by deed and by way 
of sale or gift («). 

Sect. 2. — Voluntary Alienation. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — By Delivery, 

826. Delivery (/) is the voluntary transfer of the possession of 
goods to another {g). Where a movable object is handed over to a 
person with intent to transfer ownership, for example, in the case 
of gifts (/f), or sales (i), the property in the goods is transferred. 

But mere change of custody does not of itself involve a change of 
ownership, as the article may be transferred for a limited purpose 
only, as in the case of bailments (A;). Similarly, delivery of a chattel 
by a master into the custody of his servant does not give the servant 


(q) Littleton’s Tenures, s. 292 ; 2 Bl. Com., p. 191 ; see, further, title 
Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(r) Littleton’s Tenures, s. 321. 

is ) Bee title Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(i) Littleton|s Tenures, s. 321. As to what words create a tenancy in 
common, see titles Real Property and Chattels Real ; Wulls. 

(а) See Co. Litt. 146 b, 361 b ; title Real Property and Chattels 
Real. 

(б) See titles Real Property and Chattel® Real; Sale op Land. 

(c) See title Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(d) 2 Bl. Com., p. 441 ; 1 Shep. Touch. (Preston’s ed.), p. 227; Com. Dig., 
tit. Biens (D 2). According to the old law, no gift or grant of a chattel 
was effectual to pass it, whether by parol or by deed, and whether with 
or without consideration, unless accompanied by delivery (Coekrane v. 
Moore (1890), 26 Q. B. D. 67, 72, 73, C. A. ; and see the text, infra). 

(a) Seep. 406, poet ; title Gifts, Yol. XV., p. 410. As to the alienation 
of ohoses m action, see title Cbosss in Action, Vol. IV., pp. 366 et eeq. 

(0 Bee title Gifts, VoL XV., p. 412 ; and, as to gifts moriie eauea, see 
ibid., p. 432. 

a ) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, pp. 43, 67, 71. 

) See title Gifts. Vol. XV., p, 412. 

It) See title Bale of Goods. 

( k ) See titles Bailment, Vol. I., p. 624; Pawns and Pledges, p. 238. 
^ effect of deUvery to 8 common oanier^ see title Cauiebs^ 
Vol. IV., p. 86. ^ 
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possession, unless the master makes the servant a bailee (1); but, 
where delivery is made by a third party to a servant on behalf of 
his master, the possession acquired by the servant is that of 
bailee (m). 

827. Possession of ponderous goods and chattels in large 
quantities, which cannot readily be transferred from hand to hand, 
may be transferred by any transaction which effectually passes the 
control to the new possessor (n), for example, by handing over the 
key of a warehouse (o), or of a plate chest (;>), in which the goods 
are stored, or other indicia of property (q), with the intention of 
transferring possession ; so possession of goods at sea can be trans- 
ferred by indorsement and delivery of the bill of lading (r). 

The delivery of a part may be a delivery of the whole if it is so 
intended, but not otherwise (s). 

Constructive delivery of possession is also effected by a change in 
the character of the possession without a corresponding change of 
custody, for example, where a seller ceases to retain possession as 
owner and becomes a bailee for (t\ or borrower from (a), the buyer, 
or where chattels are transferred by way of gift inter vivos {h\ or 
sale (c), to a bailee who already has them in his custody, or to a 
finder or wrongful taker (d) already in possession of them, or when 
goods are in the custody of a bailee, and the bailee, purchaser, 
and vendor agree that the goods shall be held on behalf of the 
purchaser (<). 


(0 Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 60; see 
note (6), p. 394, ante ; and see title Master and Servant, VoI.aX., p 67. 

(m) Pollock and Wright, Possession in the Common Law, p. 60 ; see 
note (6), p. 394, ante ; and see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., p. 660. 

(n) Eilpin v. JlaiUy, [1892] ] Q. B. 682 ; and as to constructive dehvory, 
see, further, titles Gifts, VoI. XV., p. 413 ; Sale or Goods. 

(o) EUis V. Hunt (1789), 3 Term Rep. 464, 468 ; Meyerstein v. Barber 
(1866), L. R. 2 C. P. 38, 62 ; Ancona v. Eogers (1876), 1 Ex. D. 285, 290, 
C. A. ; EilUm v. Tucker (1888), 39 Ch. D. 669, 676. In some cases the 
delivery of a key is said to be not merely a ^mbol of possession, but 
actually to confer manual control ; see Oou^ v. Everard (1863), 2 H. & C. 1. 

(p) jSowker v. Williamson (1889), 6 T. L. R. 382. 

(q) Chaplin y: Eogers (1800), I East, 192, 196 ; Elmore v. Stone (1809), 
1 Taunt. 458. 

(f) Sewell V. Burdick (1884), 10 App. Cas. 74, per Lord Blackburn, at 
p. 96; and see title Sale of Goods. As to the effect of dock warranfs 
and other mercantile documents in transferring possession, see titles Sale 
OF Goods ; Shipping and Navigation. 

(s) Dixon V. Yates (1833), 6 B. & Ad. 313, 339 ; Kemp v. Falk (1882), 
7 App. Cas. 673, per Lord Blackburn, at p. 686 ; and see title Sale of 
Goods. 

(t) Elmore v. Stone, supra; CasUe v. Sworder (1861), 6 H. & N. 828, 
Ex. Ch. ; and see title Sale of Goods. 

(a) Marvin v. WMis (1866), 6 £. & B. 726. 

(5) WinUr v. Wimior (1861), 9 W. R. 747; Eilpin v. EaOey, supra; 
and see title Gifts, Vol. XV., p. 412. 

(e) See Edan v. Dud/ield (1841), 1 Q. B. 302, 307 ; LiOywhtte v. Devereuu 
(1846), 16 M. W. 286, 291 ; and see title Sale of Goods. 

(d) 2 Shep. Touch. (Preston’s ed.), pp. 240, 241. 

(e) Bee title Sale of Goods. 
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In the case of a gift, delivery of possession is necessary to vest a 
chattel in the donee (/), unless the donor expressly or impliedly 
constitutes himself a trustee for the donee (ff), or unless the gift is 
by deed (k). 

Sub-Seot. 2. — By Beal. 

828. Chattels, whether capable or incapable of delivery, may be 
alienated by deed without delivery, and with or without valuable 
consideration (i) ; but an assignment by way of mortgage or abso- 
lute transfer of chattels by deed or writing, if unaccompanied by 
delivery of possession, must, in certain cases, be registered and 
attested in accordance with statutory requirements (k). 

Sub -Sect. 3. — Bt/ Contract of Sale, 

829. The most usual way of transferring goods is by means of 
sale, namely, a transfer in return for a money consideration called 
the price (1). By a contract of sale of goods the seller transfers or 
agrees to transfer to the buyer the property in the goods for the 
price (m). The contract maybe absolute or conditional. Where the 
property is transferred to the buyer, the contract is called a sale, 
but, where the transfer is to take place in the future, or subject to a 
condition precedent, the contract is called an agreement to sell (n). 

The general rule is that transfer will be effected according to the 
intention of the parties as appearing from the agreement (o). No 
delivery is necessary to transfer the property in specific or ascer- 
tained goods if it is the intention of the parties that the property 
shall pass before delivery (p). 

Sub- Sect. 4. — By Exchange, 

830. The property in chattels may be transferred by a contract 
of exchange or barter, namely, where the consideration to be given 

if) 2 Bl. Com., p. 441 ; Irons v, Smallpiece (1819), 2 B. &;Ald. 661 ; 
Cochrane v. Moore (1890), 26 Q. B. D. 67, C. A. ; and see title Gifts, 
Vol. XV., pp. 412, 413. 

ig) Jones v. Xoofc (1866), 1 Ch. App. 26 ; see titles Gifts, Vol. XV., 
pp. 409, 413. 

(h) See the text, infra ; and title Gifts, Vol. XV., p. 410. 

(i) 1 Shep. Touch. (Preston’s ed.), p. 224 ; Anon, (1467), Y. B, 7 Edw. 4, 
fol. 20, pi. 21 ; Bract, fol. 100 b ; Cochrane v. Moore, supra, at pp. 72, 
73 ; and see title Gifts, Vol. XV., p. 410. For forms of dee^ of gift 
of chattels, see Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. VI., pp. 129 

seq. As to transfer in equity of property in chattels, see titles Gifts, 
Vol. XV., p. 413 ; Trusts and Trustees. As to alienation by way of 
contract of sale without delivery, see the text, infra, 

(1c) As to the cases referred to, and as to such requirements and the effect 
of non-compliance, see title Bills of Sale, Vol. 111., pp. 30 et seq. As to 
instruments which are not within the expression bill of sale,’^ see title 
Bills of Sale, Vol. lll.,pp. 16 et seq. Assignments byway of mortgage 
must be in accordance with the statutory form ; see ibid,, pp. 34 ei seq, 

(!) 2 Bl. Com., p. 446 ; see title Sale of Goods. 

(m) For the numerous oases in which the transfer of property in goods 
has been considered, see title Sale of Goods. 

(n) Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 71), s. 1. 

(p) Badische AnUin und Soda Fabrik y. Hickson, [1906] A. C. 419, 424 ; 
and see title Sale of Goods. 

(p) Cochrans y. Moors, supra, at pp. 73, 76; see Sale of Goods 
AoC 1893 (56 67 Viot. o. 71), ss. 16, 17. 
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for the goods is other goods in lieu of money (g). The aftwio 
principles govern the law relating to sales and exchanges (r). 

Sect. 8. — Involuntary Alienation. 

831. The principal cases in which involuntary alienation of 
personal property occurs aredistress, execution, and bankruptcy (g) ; 
a rarer case is that of forfeiture (t). 

An owner may also be involuntarily deprived of his ownership of 
goods by sale thereof in market overt (a), or by destruction (6), or 
by the transfer of the goods to a foreign country where by the laws 
of that country another person gains a valid title to the goods (r), 
or by a complete change in the nature of the goods, for example, 
where they are converted into real property (d), or by dealings 
under the Factors Act, 1889 («), or under the Sale of Goods Acts, 
1893 (/), or by the operation of the doctrine of estoppel (//), or under 
the Statute of Limitations Qi). 

832. As a rule, the remedy of a creditor is to sue the debtor for 
the amount owing. Without legal process he cannot obtain redress 
by seizing the debtor’s goods, except where he is entitled to avail 
himself of the summary remedy of distress (i). 

Cliattels may be distrained for rent in arrear, for rates and taxes, 
for sums payable by virtue of orders of courts of summary juris- 
diction (k), and for debts due to the Crown (1). 


(q) Cochrane v. Jlfoorc (1 890), 25 Q. B. D. 67, 74, 0. A. ; Soidh A ustrolian 
Insurance Co. v, Eandell (1869), L. R, 3 P. C. 101 ; see, further, titles 
Bailment, VoL I., pp. 640, 641 ; Sale op Goods ; and, for the law of 
exchange of land, see title Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(r) 2 Bl. Com., p. 446. 

(8) See the text, infra, and p. 408, post. 

(t) As to forfeiture of the goods of an outlaw, see titles Constitutional 
Law, VoL VI., p. 364 ; Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 431, 
432. 


(a) See Bargreave v. Spink, [1892] 1 Q. B. 26; and see title Sale op 
Goods. As to how far theft affects the owner’s title, see title Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 684 et seq. 

(b) See p. 397, ante. 

(r) CammeU v. Sewell (1860), 6 H. & N. 728, Ex. Ch. ; Castrique v. Imrie 
(1870). L. R. 4 H. L. 414 ; Alcock v. Smith, [1892] 1 Ch. 238, C. A. 

(d) Bae. Abr%, tit. Trespass (E.) 2; 2 Bl. Com., pp. 404, 405 ; e.g., “ If 
I employ a builder to build me a house and he does so with brickn that 
are not his, I apprehend that they become mine and <hat their former 
owner cannot recover them or their value from me ” (Cough v. TVood & 
Co. (1894), 10 T. L. R. 318, C. A., per Lindley, L.J, at p. 319); and see 
%hid., at p. 320. 

(^‘) 62 & 63 Viet. c. 46, s. 2 ; sec titles Bailment, Vol. I., p. 664, note (b) ; 
Pawns and Pledges, p. 239, ante ; Sale op Goods. 

(/) 66 & 67 Viet. c. 71, B. 26 ; see title Sale op Goods. 

(g) See title Estoppel, Vol. XIII., pp. 379, 393. 

(h) Limitation Act, 1623 (21 Jac. 1, c. 16). s. 3 ; Wilkinson v. Verity 
(1871), L. R. 6 C. P. 206 ; see titles Bailment, Vol. I., p. 665 ; Limita- 
tion of Actions, Vol. XIX., pp. 39, 60. 

(<) 3 BL Com., pp. 4 et seq. As to the nature of this remedy, see title 
Distress, VoL XL, p. 117. 

(k) See ibid.., pp. 117, 210, 221. 

(l) Crown Suits, etc. Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 104), s. 47 ; and see 
title Distress, Vol. XI., p. 176 . 
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833. A debtor’s goods are also subject to involuntary alienation 
when taken in execution of a judgment or order of the court (m). 
As a rule, execution against chattels is made under a writ of fieri 
facia$ (n). 

The executor or administrator of a deceased debtor may be sued 
by a creditor, and execution levied against the debtor’s goods (o), 
or administration of the debtor’s estate may be granted by the 
court (p). 

834. Property, with certain exceptions (q), beneficially vested in 
a bankrupt at the date of his bankruptcy, or acquired by him prior to 
his discharge, including, inter alia, goods in his possession, order 
or disposition, as reputed owner, and goods mortgaged by him and 
remaining in his possession in his trade or business, vest in the 
official receiver, until a trustee is appointed by the creditors, and 
then in such trustee for their benefit (r). Proceedings may also be 
taken by a creditor for the administration in bankruptcy of the estate 
of a debtor who has died insolvent (s). 

Sect. 4. — Alienation at Death. 

835. The alienation of personal property may occur on the occa- 
sion of death (t), either by way of testamentary disposition (u), or, 
in the case of an intestacy, according to the rules regulating the 
distribution of the personalty of an intestate (a). 

Every person of full age (b) has power to dispose by will of all 
the real and personal estate (c) to which he is entitled at his death 
and which, if not so disposed of, would devolve upon the heir-at-law 


(m) See, further, titles Execution, Vol. XIV., pp. 37 et seq,, 126; 
Judgments and Orders, Vol. XVIII., p. 221. As to execution in 
inferior courts, see titles County Courts, Vol. VIII., pp. 650 et seg. ; 
Execution, Vol. XIV., pp. 128, 129 ; and, as to the effect of the death 
of the debtor after judgment, see title Judgments and Orders, 
Vol. XVIIL, p, 41. 

(n) See title Execution, Vol. XIV., pp. 37 et eeq. As to the date 
from which a writ of execution binds the property in the goods of the 
execution debtor, see tdtd., p. 42. 

(o) See title Executors and Administrators, Vol. XIV., pp. 330 et seg. 

(p) Ibid., pp. 336 et eeq, 

iq) See title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 143. 

(r) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 62). ss. 20, 21, 44, 164 ; and, 
as to what is included in the word “ property *’ under the Bankruptcy Acts, 
see, further, title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 14, 140 et 
eeq. ; see also Re Uart, Green v. Hait (1912), 28 T. L. R. 482, C. A. 

(e) See title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 03 et eeq., 213, 
214 

(() See, generally, titles Descent and Distribution, Vol. XL, pp. 6, 
16 ei eeq. ; Wills. 

(tt) See titles Executors and Administrators, Vol. XIV., pp. 144, 
218 et eeq; W 1 LI.S. 

(a) See title Descent and Distribution, Vol. XI., pp. 16 et eeq. As to 
the alienation of personal property owing to the cesser of the life interest of 
the deceased, see title Settlements. 

(h) Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 26), s. 7. As to earlier law, see 
2 Bl. Com., pp. 492, 497 ; Co. Litt. 89 b, note (6) ; and see title Wills. 

(e) As to the meaning of personal estate, see p. 387, aeUe , and title 
Descent and Distribution, VoL XI., p. 4, note (a). 
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or costomary heir of him, or, if he became entitled by descent, of his 
ancestor, or upon his executor or administrator (d). This power of 
disposition extends to all contingent, executory, or other future 
interests in any personal estate, whether the testator may or may 
not be ascertained as the person or one of the persons in whom 
the same respectively may have become vested, and notwithstanding 
that he may become entitled to the property or interests after the 
date of execution of his will (e). 

Upon the death of an owner of personal property such property 
devolves immediately upon his personal representative. If he has 
appointed an executor, the property accordingly vests in such 
executor, to be applied after payment of debts according to the 
directions of the will (/). If he dies wholly intestate it vests in 
the administrator as soon as letters of administration are taken 
out (g). 

Sect. 5. — Future Acquired Property {h). 


836. Personal chattels which, at the date of the assignment, are 
either not in existence, or not the property of the grantor, are not 
assignable at law (t), unless the grantor has a potential property in 


them(K). 

An assignment purporting to convey all chattels which are or 
shall thereafter be in the grantor’s house operates to pass the legal 
ownership only of such articles as are in the house at the date of 
the assignment (i). Such an assignment is void as an assign- 


(d) Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 26), s. 3 ; and see titles 
Executors and Administrators, VoL XIV., pp. 217 et »eq; Wills. 

(«) Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 26), ss. 2, 3 ; see title Witts. 
(/) Smith V. MiUes (1786), 1 Term Rep. 476, 480; Woolley y. Clark 
(1822), 6 B. & Aid. 744 ; and see title Exbcutobs akb Administhatoiw, 

Vol. XIV., pp. 136, 240«*«e«. ,r i vtv a. 

(o) See title Executors and Administrators, Vol. XIV., p. 146. As 
to when the appointment of an administrator is required, see p. 136. 
As to the person in whom the property vests prior to the grant of letters 
of administration, see t6«f., p. 146 ; title Descent and Distribution, 
Vol. XL, p. 6. As to the rules regulating the distribution of personal 
estate, see title Descent and Distribution, Vol. XL, pp. 16 et eeq. 

(h) As to covenants in marriage settlements for settlement of future 
acquired property by husband or wife, see titles Husband and Wipe, 
V(d. XVL, p. .366 ; Settlements. 

(f) Bobi^on V. UaedonneU (1816), 6 M. & 8. 228; 14 Vin. Abr. 60, tit. 
Grants (H. 6) ; Shep. Touch, (ed. Preston), p. 241 ; Com. Dig., fit. Grant (D) ; 
Perkins, Profitable Booke, ss. 66, 90. . , j ,u 

(fc) Bacon’s Maxims of the Law Begnla, 14. The law 

grants except there be a foundation of interest m the grMtor. f 
of land may assign aU his interest in the future crops of that land, or a parson 
may grant aSltoe tithe wool that he shaU have in such a ye«, but a man 
cannot grant all the wool that shall grow ^the sheep .**® 
lOremlmm v. Hawley (1616), Hob. 132 ; Fetch v. Tuttn (I846), 16 M. & W. 
ffi^d si; ttaSXomcuLTURE, Vol. i., p. 296). to 
debts to fall due /nfani and of debts due at the date of wsignmOTt ^t 
payable imfutwro, see titles Bankeuptct and Insolvenct, Vol. II., pp. 64, 

on a qnestiOT of oonstruotion of the iMtr^ent, ** 

^tt^ wen not induded) ; and see titles Bills of 8ai», Vol. IIL, p. 68 ; 

1 OF Goods. 
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ment(/;/) as regards future acquired goods, unless ratified by some 
act done by the grantor with that view after he has acquired the 
property, but the mere bringing of goods on to the premises of the 
grantor is not necessarily such an act (n). 

An assignment of after-acquired property operates in equity as a 
contract to assign, and, when made for valuable consideration (o), 
is enforced specifically if the assignor acquires property answering 
the description in the contract (p). As soon as the assignor acquires 
the legal interest, the equitable interest passes to the assignee, 
equity treating as done that which ought to be done (g), and the 
assignor thereupon becomes trustee of the chattels for the 
assignee (r). If possession is actually taken of the property when 
it comes into existence, then a legal interest is acquired (a). 

A bill of sale of after-acquired chattels given by way of security is 
void except as against the grantor (t). 

Sect. 6 . — Restraints on Alienation. 

837. Conditions repugnant to the estate previously given are 
void ((t\ and for this reason the courts have always leaned against a 
restraint on alienation (6). 

An absolute interest in personalty no less than in realty, once 
given, cannot be fettered by a gift over on alienation (c), for, except 

(wi) See p. 406, ante. If, however, it is made for valuable consideration, 
such an assignment operates as a contract to assign and, subject to the 
Bills of Sale Acts, binds the chattels when they come into the assignor's 
possession ; see the text, infra. 

(n) Lunn v. Thornton (1845), 1 C. B. 370. 

(o) A voluntary assignment, even though under seal, of an expectancy 
does not create an enforceable contract {Meek \. Kettlewell (1843), 1 Ph. 
342; Be Ellenhorough, Towry Law v. Bume, [1903] 1 Ch. 697). 

(p) Joseph V. Lyons (1884), 16 Q. B. D. 280, 286, C. A. ; HaUas v. 
Bohinson (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 288, C. A. ; Tailby v. Official Beceiver (1888), 
13 App. Cas. 623; Uolroyd v. Marshall (1862), 10 H. L. Cas. 191 ; Be 
Dallas, [1904] 2 Ch. 386, C. A.,perBuCK:LET, J., alp. 393; Be Ellenborough, 
Towry Law v. Bume, supra, at p. 699 ; Be Beis, Ex payie Clough, [1904] 
2 K. jB. 769; affirmed, sub nom. Clough v. Samuel, [1905] A. C. 442 ; see, 
further, titles Bills of Sale, Vol. III., p. 72 ; Choses in Action, Vol. IV., 
pp. 376, 376; Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., p. 497 ; Equity, 
Vol. Xlll., pp. 74, 104. 

(g) Collyer v. Isaacs (1881), 19 Ch. D. 342, 361, C. A. ; and see title 
Equity, Vol. XIII., pp. 74, 104. 

(r) Uolroyd v. Marshall, supra. 

(s) Hope V. Uayley (1856), 5 E. & B. 830; Morris y. Delobbcl-FUpo, 
[1892] 2 Ch. 352, 360. 

(f) See title Bills of Sale, Vol. III., pp. 28 et seq. 

(а) Be Dugdale, Dugdule v. Dugdnle (1888), 38 Ch. D. 176 ; see title Wills. 

(б) Siogdon v. Lee, [1891] 1 Q. B. 661, C. A., per Fey, L.J., at p. 670. 
As to the validity of partial restraints on alienation, see Kosher, 
Bosher v. Bosher (1884), 26 Ch. D. 801 ; Be Elliot, KeUy v. Elliot, [1896] 
2 Ch. 353 ; and see titles Gifts, Vol. XV., pp. 422, 423 ; Settlements ; 
Wills. As to protected life interests, see titles Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 276 et seq. ; Settlements. As to the recog- 
nition paid by the courts to restraints on alienation valid according to the 
law of Scotland, see Be Fitegerald, Surman v. Ffixgerald, [1004] I Ch. 673, 
C. A, ; title Conflict of Laws, Vol. VI., pp. 200 et seq. 

(c) Bradley v. Peixoto (1707), 8 Ves. 324; Be Jones* Will (1870), 23 
ii. T. 211 ; Metcalfs y. Metcalfe (1889), 43 Ch. D. 633 ; Be Bourke^s Trusts 
<1891), 27 L. R. Ir. 673; and see title Gifts, VoL XV., p. 422. 
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AS regards married women (d), the right of alienation is incidental 
to the beneficial ownership of property (e). But a condition that the 
donee shall not alienate a reversionary interest (/X or shall not 
alienate to a particular person or class of persons O7), is valid. 

A gift over on alienation after a life interest with a power 
of disposition hy will or deed is invalid (/i). So, too, if an annuity 
is to be bought in the name of an annuitant, a direction that it is 
to cease on alienation is inconsistent with the absolute ownership 
previously conferred, and the annuitant is entitled to demand pay- 
ment of the sum required to purchase such annuity (i). 

The rule preventing the fettering of absolute interests applies 
equally to equitable and to legal interests (A) Trusts, therefore, 
cannot be created with a proviso preventing the ccaini que trust from 
alienating his interest (0, or with a proviso that such interest shall 
not be made subject to the claims of creditors (/«)• 

838. The rule which renders restraints on alienation generally 
invalid is, however, relaxed in favour of married women (??), and it 
is now customary in settlements and wills to provide that a married 
woman’s separate estate shall not be alienated by way of anticipa- 
tion (0). The result is that the utmost a woman so restrained can 
do is to assign arrears of interest which have actually accrued due (p). 


(d) See title Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., pp. 350,359 et seq, ; and 
see fhe text, infra. 

(«) Corbett v. Corbett (1888), 14 P. D. 7, C. A. ; Be Uollis' UospHal 
(Trustees) and Hague* s Contract, fl899] 2Ch. 540 ; see, further, titles Gifts, 
Vol. XV., p. 422 ; Real Property and Chattels Real ; Sale of Land. 

(/) Churchill V. Marks (1844), 1 Coll. 441 ; Re Bayne (1858), 25 Beav. 
556 ; Be Porter, Coulson v. Capper, [1892] 3 Ch. 481 ; and see title 
Perpetuities, pp. 293 et sea., ante. 

(g) Co, Litt. 223 a ; Be Macleay (1875), L. R. 20 Eq. 186 ; Be Rosher^ 
Bosher v. Bosher (1884), 26 Ch. D. 801. 

(h) Be WolstenJiolme, Manhall v. Aizlewood (IHSl), h. T. 752 ; see, 
farther, Corbett v. Corbett, supra; Bird v. Johnson (1854), 18 Jur. 976; 
Bochford v. Hackman (1852), 9 Hare, 475 ; and see titles Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency, Vol. II., p, 147 ; Wills. 

(f) Hunt-FouUton v. Furber (1876), 3 Ch. D. 285 ; Be Mahbett, Pitman 
V. Holborrow, [1891] 1 Ch. 707 ; see title Rentciiarges and Annuities. 

(k) Corbett v. Corbett, supra ; Snowdon y. Dales (1834), 6 Sira. 524 ; 
Graves v. Dolphin (1826), 1 Sim. 66; Brandon y. Bohinson (1811), 18 
Ves. 429; Re Fitzgerald, Surman v. Fitzgerald, [1904] 1 Ch. 573, 593, 
C. A. 


(1) Be Dugdale, Dugdale v. Dugdale (1888), 38 Ch. D. l^iO; Be Mahbett, 
Pitman v. Holborrow, supra ; Be Boss, Ashton v. Boss, [1900] 1 Ch. 162 ; 
and see title Trusts and Trustees. 

(w) Be Fitzgerald, Surman v. Fitzgerald, supra; but see title Conflict 
op Laws, Vol. VI., pp. 209, 228. As to forfeiture on alienation, see, 
further, title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 146 et seg. 

(n) Brandon v. Bohinson (1811), 18 Ves. 429, 434; CorheU v. Corbett, 
supra; see, further, titles Gifts, Vol. XV., p. 424; Husband and Wife, 
Vol. XVI., pp. 359 et seq. ; Settlebients. 

(o) See Encyclopasdia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. XIII., pp. 416, 

426 et passim, Vol. XV., pp. 405 et passim ; Hood Barrs y. Calhcart, [1894] 
2 Q. B. 559, C. A. A restraint on anticipation and a restraint on alienation 
have the same effect (Be Bankes, Beynolds v. Ellis, [1902] 2 Ch. 333, per 
Buckley, L.J., at p. 340). _ ^ ^ ^ * 

(p) Be BretOe, foUands v. Burdett (1864), 2 De G. J. & Sm. 79, C. A. ; 
Hood Barrs v. Heriot, [1896] A, C. 174. 
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The restraint can only be imposed in resp^ ot separate 
estate (9)^ whether held for life or for an absolute interest (r),, and 
applies only during coverture (s). It ceases on widowhood (f), but 
comes again into operation on remarriage (t^), unless the restraint is 
limited to the period of the first mai^ge (a). 

A married woman cannot deprive herself of the protection 
afforded by a restraint upon anticipation (6) ; but the court, if 
satisfied that it is for the benefit of the married woman, may, with 
her consent, remove the restraint (c). 

839 . Though provisions in restraint of alienation, or excluding 
the rights of creditors, are generally invalid, there is nothing to 
prevent property being settled for life estates determinable on aliena- 
tion, bankruptcy, or insolvency, with a limitation over upon the 
happening of any of those events (d). But the owner of property 
cannot qualify his own interest in it by a condition determining that 
interest on his bankruptcy (e), 

840 . The capacity of persons under disability, for example, 
infants and lunatics, to alienate property, and other particular 
instances of limited powers of alienation, are dealt with elsewhere (/). 


(a) Sioqdon v. Xee, [1891] 1 Q. B. 661, C. A. ; Tullett v. Armstrong 
(1838), 1 Beav. 1, 23 ; and as to the meaning of ** separate estate,** see, 
further, titles Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. 11. , p. 168, note (/) ; 
Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., pp. 341 et «eg., 369 et seq. 

(r) Baggett v. Meux (1844), 1 Coll. 138 ; JIfoore v. Morris (1867), 4 Drew. 
33. As to the cases in which a restraint has been held to attach to an 
absolute interest, see title Husband and W^ife, Vol. XVI., p. 362 ; and see 
Be Qame, Qame v. Tennent, [1907] 1 Ch. 276. 

(«) WoodmesUm v. Walker (1831), 2 Russ. & M. 197 ; Tullett v. Am- 
strong, supra, 

(t) Barton v. Briscoe (1822), Jac. 603. As to the effect of dissolution 
of marriage on the restraint, see title Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., 
p. 363. As to the power of a feme sole to free herself from the restraint, 
see ibid., p. 376. 

(u) Tullett V. Armstrong, supra ; Be Wheeler's Settlement Trusts, Briggs 
V. Bynn, [1899] 2 Ch. 717. 

(а) Moore v. Morris (1867), 4 Drew. 33 ; Hamilton v. Hamilton, [1892] 
1 Ch. 396. 

(б) See title Husband and Wife. Vol. XVI., p. 366. 

(c) See ibid,, p. 372 ; title Settlements ; and see note (f), supra, 

(d) Oldham v. Oldham (1867), L. R. 3 Eq. 404; Montefiore v. Behrens 
(1866), 36 Beav. 96; Hatton v. May (1876), 3 Ch. D. 148; Metcalfe v. 
Metoalfe, [1891] 3 Cih. 1, C. A. ; see, further, titles Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency, VoL II., pp. 146, 276 et seq, ; Gifts, Vol. XV., p. 424 ; 

(«) Be Brewer* s Settlement, Morton v. Blackmore, [1896] 2 Ch. 603 ; 
Mackintosh v. Pogose, [1896] I Ch. 605, 611 — 614 ; and see title Bank- 
ruptcy AND Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 146. 

( y ) As to alienation by infants, see titles Gifts, Vol. XV., p. 402 ; 
Infants and Children, Vol. XVII., pp. 78 et seq, ; as to alienation by 
lunatics, see title Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., 
pp. 396 et seq, ; and as to alienation by convicts, see title Criminal Law 
AND Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 429; and for other examples see titles 
Aqsncy, Vol. I., pp. 204 et seq. ; Companies, Vol. V., pp. 334 et seq, ; 
Corporations, VoL VIII., pp. 365 et seq , ; Partnership, p. 102, ante; 
Settlements. 
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Part V.— Creation of Successive Interestso?). 

841 . Personal property is the subject of absolute ownership, not 
of tenure (li). Strictly, therefore, in personal property, under 
which both chattels real and personal are included (t), there cannot 
be a remainder (&), though there may be a future property in 
personal goods (Q. 

842 . Successive interests in chattels real may be made to take 
effect, by will or deed, not by way of particular estate and remainder, 
but by way of executory limitation (»i), or through the medium of 
trusts (n). A reversionary interest in leasehold property subject to 
a life estate, though, perhaps, not strictly a vested interest, is not a 
mere possibility or chose in action (o). 

A bequest of a term of years to several successively for life, with 
no bequest over, confers life interests only, and on the death of the 
survivor the remainder of the term falls into residue (p). 
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843 . Successive interests in personal chattels may be created SucccssiTe 
by will without the interposition of trustees (g). In such case, how- 
ever, the ulterior donee, during the life of the first holder, does not ® ^ • 

take a present or vested interest, and, if he predeceases the first 
holder, the executory limitation does not take effect (r). 


( a ) See, generally, titles Settlements ; Wills. 

(n) See note (s), p. 397, ante. 

(1) See p. 388, ante, 

{Jc) 2 ]m. Com., p. 398; 1 Feame, Contingent Remainders, 10th ed., 
p. 401, note (e), and ss. 168, 168 a, 168 b ; Jarman on Wills, Ist ed., 
p. 793 ; Be Triiton, Ex parte Singleton (1889), 61 L. T. 301 ; and see titles 
Gifts, Vol. XV., p. 408 ; Real Property and Chattels Real ; Rent- 
CHARGES AND ANNUITIES ; SETTLEMENTS ; WlLLS. 

(2) 2 Bl. Com., p. 398. 

(m) I Feame, Contingent Remainders, 10th ed., s. 168 a; Mannings 
Case (1609), 8 Co. Rep. 94 b ; Lampefe Case (1612), 10 Co. Rep. 46 b; 
Wright d. Plowden v. Cartwright (1767), 1 Burr. 282, 284, 285 ; Stevenson v. 
Liverpool Corporation (1874), L. R. 10 Q. B. 81 ; Johns v. Pink, [1900] 1 
Ch. 296, per Stirung, J., at p. 306 ; and, as to successive interests in 
chattels real, see, further, titles Real Property and Chattels Real ; 
Settlements ; Wills. 

(n) See p. 414, post. 

(o) Be Bellamy, Elder v. Pearson (1883), 25 Ch. D. 620, 624 ; see, further, 
titles Real Property and Chattels Real ; WiLiij. 

(®) Eyres v. FauUcland (1698), 1 Salk. 231 ; Ker v. Dungannon (Lord) 
(1841), 1 Dr. & War. 609, 628. 

(g) 1 Feame, Contingent Remainders, 10th ed., s. 168b; Hoars v. 
Pawer (1788), 2 Term Rep. 376 (plate); Be TriUon, Ex parte Singleton 
(1889), 61 L. T. 301 (pictures); followed Be Thynne, Thynnev. Grey 
[1911] 1 Ch. 282 (in this case there were trustees) ; and see titles Equity, 
VoL XIII., p. 96 note (g) ; Wills. The court will protect the intercste 
of an ulterior legatee in specido chattels, the loss of which cannot be 
compensate in damages by compelling the legatee for life to pYe an 
inventory; Foley v. BumeB (1783), 1 Bro. C. C. 274, 279; Cor^ii 
V. Soane (1844), 1 CSoll. 286 ; Temple v. Thnng (1887), 66 L. J. (CH.) 767 ; 
and soe titles Injunction, VoL xVII., pp. 266 et seq ; Wi^. 

(f) Be TriUon, Ex parte Singleton, supra. Secus as to chattels real ; see 
Be Bellamy f Elder v. Fearson, supra; title Beal Profebtt andChattsu 
Beal. 
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A specific bequest for life of the use and enjoyment of oonsum* 
ables IS a gift of the absolute interest in the property, and a gift 
over after such life estate is Toid(«) ; but this rule does not apply 
to farming stock (t). 

An executory bequest of chattels must not infringe the rule 
against perpetuities (a). The rules regulating contingent remainders 
in freehold land do not apply to similar dispositions of personal 
property (i), hut future dispositions of personal property must 
observe the statutory restraints on accumulations of income (c). 

844 . A trust is the usual mode of creating successive interests in 
personalty (d), the trustees being the legal custodians of the 
property, and is the essential mode in assignments inter vivos of 
chattels other than chattels real (e). 

845 . Where leasehold estates or personal chattels in the nature 
of heirlooms are required to be settled to descend as far as possible 
with lands devised in strict settlement, or with a peerage or other title 
of honour, various expedients are adopted by conveyancers (/). The 
usual practice is to assign the chattels to trustees upon trusts cor- 
responding as far as possible with the uses declared of the land((7). 
But as an estate tail m personalty is legally impossible, the chattels 
must vest absolutely in the first tenant in tail of the land (h). 
To prevent the chattels being separated from the land on the death 
of an infant tenant in tail it is customary to provide that the 
chattels are not to vest absolutely in any tenant in tail by purchase 
until he attains twenty-one, but at his death under that age are to 
devolve in the same manner as the settled freeholds (*). 

846 . Future interests in personal property, as in land, may be 
created by means of powers of appointment (k). 

847 . A rule of construction analogous to the rule in Shelleys 
Case (/) applies where a life interest in personalty is followed 


(«) Se« Andrew v. Andrew {IS45), I Coll. 686, 690; Eandall v. 

(1817), 3 Mer. 190 ; Breton v. liockeU (1878), 9 Ch. D. 96 ; and see titJes 
Guts, VoL XV., p, 408 ; Wills. 

(/) Myers v. Washhrook, TlOOl] 1 Q. B. 360 ; and see title Wills. 

(a) Be EilU Uill v. Bill, [1902] 1 Ch. 807, C. A. ; and see title Per- 
petuities, p. 347, ante, 

(h) See title Settlements. 

(c) See title Perpetuities, p. 370, ante. 

{d) See Fearne, Contingent Kemainderp, 10th ed., p. 407 ; titles 
Equity, Vol. XIII., p. 96, note {g) ; Gifts, Vol. XV., p. 408 ; see, e.g.. Be 
Bellamy, Elder v. Pearson (1883), 26 Ch. D. 620 (successive interests in a 
term of years), and cases there cited. 

(e) Sec titJes Settlements ; Trusts and Trustees ; Wills. 

(/) See Encyclopapdia of Forms and Precedents, Vol. XIII., pp. 306, 683. 

(g) See titles Real Property and Chattels Real ; Settlements. 

(h) Leventhorpe v. Ashhie (1635), 1 Roll. Abr. 831 ; Tudor, L. C. Real 
Prop., 4th ed., p 382. 

{i)*Be Thynne, Thynne v. Qrey, [1911] 1 Ch. 282; Encyclopsedia of 
Forms and Precedents, Vol. XIII., pp. 324, 325 ; see, further, titles Real 
Property and Chattels Real ; Settlements ; Wills. 

{k) See title Powers. 

(7) 1 Co. Rep. 93 b ; and see title Real Property and Chattels 
Real. The rule itself does not appear to apply to limitations of personal 
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by a gift^ to the personal representatives of the life tenant, the 
result being that the life tenant is considered to be absolutely 
entitled (m), even though the life interest is liable to forfeiture on 
bankruptcy (n), or a power of appointment by will is inserted 
between the life interest and the gift to the personal representa- 
tives (o). 


estate {Herriok v. Franklin (1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 693, fer Gifford, V.-C., 
at p. 696; lie Jeaffreson's Trusts (1866), L. R. 2 Eq. 276, 281 ; Sands v. 
Dixwell (1738), and Hodsel v. Bussy (1740), cited 2 Vcs. Sen. 652; contra. 
Comfort V, Brown (1878), 10 Ch. D. 146, per Bacon, V.-C., at p. 161). 

(m) Co. Litt. 64 b ; Holloway v. Clarkson (1843), 2 Hare, 621 ; Alger v. 
Parrott (1866), L. R. 3 Eq. 328 ; Avern v. Lloyd (1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 383 ; 
Wtng V. Wing (1876), 24 W. R. 878; and see titles Settlements ; Wills. 

(n) Wehb v. Sadler (1873), 8 Ch. App. 419. 

(o) JDevaly, Dickins (1846), 9 Jur. 650; Saberton v. Skecls (1830), 1 Russ. 
& M. 687 ; A, Q. v. Malkin (1846), 2 Ph. 64 ; Page v. Soper (1863), 11 
Hare, 321. 
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Part I. — In General. 

Sect. 1. — Nature and Purpose of Pleadings. 

848. The word “ pleading ’’is used in English law in two Benses, 
namely, to denote (1) a document (a) in which a party to a proceeding 
in a court of first instance is reqniied by law to formulate in 
writing his case or part of his case in pieparation for the hearing; 
(2) the act of drafting or settling any such document or part of such 
document. 

The function of pleadings is to define the issues on which the 


(a) In early times pleadings were oral and not written, and were con- 
ducted as follows : — Upon appearance, each side made in open court a verbal 
statements of the facts on which it relied, from which the court Vas 
informed of the nature of the controversy. Oral pleading prevailed in the 
English courts as late as the reign of Henry III. (Bract, fo. 374 b), and is 
supposed to have been retained until the reign of Edward 111. It was the 
duty of the judges to moderate this oral controversy in such a way that the 
cause at length arrived at a point where specific matter was affirmed on one 
side and denied on the other. When this point was reached the parties 
were said to be at issue ** (ad exUum, i.e., at the end of their pleading). 
If an issue thus arrived at was a question of law, it was decided by the 
judge ; if it was a question of fact, it was tried according to one of the 
modes of trial then in vogue. During the oral contenlion by which the 
issues were ascertained, entries were made on a j>archment roll by an officer 
of the court of the allegations made by each party in turn. On this roll 
was also entered a short notice of the nature of the action and of the acts of 
the court itself. This parchment roll, called the Record (see title Co cuts, 
Yol. IX., p. 10, note (o) ), was the official register of the pleadings. It was 
preserved as a perpetud, intrinsic, and exclusively admissible testimony 
of all the proceedings to which it referred. These oral pleadings were 
delivered either by the party himself, or by his pleader (called narrator or 
advocatus). In very early times it was established that none but a regular 
advocate (or barrister) could be a pleader in a case not his own. Gradu- 
ally it became the practice for the pleader to enter bis statement in the 
first instance on the parchment roll, to which his opponent was allowed to 
have access in preparing his answer. Then, to lessen inconvenience, a 

S ractice arose about the reign of Edward IV. by which the pleader 
elivered his pleading already written, and its entry on the roll was deferred 
till a later period in the action. But the abandonment of oral pleading did 
not change the form of the allegation to be made. The same principles 
continued to govern the practice of pleaders, and the parties were made 
to come to an issue in their written pleadings as in former times they had 
been made to do when they disputed orally at the bar of the court. 

At common law there was no distinction between pleading in civil and 
pleading in criminal cases so far as the rules of pleading were concerned ; 
see remarks of Blackburn, J., in Heymann v. B. (1873), L. R. 8 Q. B. 102, 
at p. 105 ; Castro v. B. (1881), 6 App. Gas. 229, 243 ; and of Lord Russell 
OP Killowen, C.J., in B, v. Munslow^ [1805] 1 Q. B. 758, C. C. R., at 
p. 763. In criminal procedure, the case for the prosecutor is stated in 
writing in the indictment, but tiie pleading of the defendant is still stated 
oral|y, except in the case of a plea of justification of a libel and special 

S leaa, which must be in writing. Where the indictment is defective the 
efendant may enter a demurrer, which must be in writing. This is 
seldom done in modem practice, the more usual course being to take orally 
any such objection, as would be good ground for a demurrer, by moving 
before plea to quash the indictment ; see title Criminal Law and Proce- 
dure, Vol. IX., pp. 854, 855. As to the Revenue side and Crown side of 
the Xing*s Bench Division, see p. 419, post. 
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eonrt, in order to determine the matters in dispute between the 
parties, will have to adjudicate. 

849. The rules of procedure of a court determine what pleadings 
are required in that court and in what form they shall be 
framed {b). The rules of procedure in the High Court are peculiar 
to that court, and, excepting in regard to proceedings for divorce 
or other matrimonial causes (c), proceedings on the Bevenue side 
or on the Grown side of the King’s Bench Division, and criminal 
proceedings (d), are wholly contained in the Buies of the Supreme 
Court, of which the High Court is a branch. 

County courts have a procedure of their own, which is determined 
by the County Court Buies (^) in force for the time being. The 
only pleadings rerpiired in a county court are particulars of claim 
from a plaintiff (/), and from a defendant notice of set-off or 
counterclaim (g) or of special or statutory defence (fc). The rules 
as to the form of such particulars, set-off, and counterclaim are 
the same as those of the High Court (/). 

Every inferior court (j)» including the Mayor’s Court, London (fr), 
has its own rules of procedure and therefore its own system of 
pleading. 

The rules hereinafter set out are the rules relating to pleading in 
tlie High Court, other than in matters assigned to the Probate, 
Divorce, and Admiralty Division (/). 

The term “pleading” includes any petition* or summons ( jh), 
any statement of claim (/i), defence, counterclaim, or reply (o). 


{ h ) As to pleadings in ecclosiastioal courts, see title Ecclesiastical 
Law VoI. XI., p. 617. 

{r) For procedure and practice in divorce and matrimonial causes, sea 
title Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., pp. 468 ot seq . 

{d) R. S. C., Ord. 63, r. 1. As to pleadings on the Revenue side and 
the Crown side, see title Crown PuACricB. Vol. X., pp. 11, 23, 32, 120, 
139. 154, 205. As to prooeediiigs in criminal matters, see title CamiNAL 
Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 266. 

(«) See title County Courts, Vol. VIII., pp. 460 et ieq, 

(J) See ibid.f p. 466, 

iq) See ibid./p. 485; and title Set-off and Counterclaih. 

{h) See title County Courts, Vol. VIII., p. 485. 

(i) The County Court Rules do not proscribe any particular forms of 
pleading, but by the County Courts Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viot. o. 43), s. 164, 
it is provided that in such a case the general principles of practice in the 
High Court may be applied. 

(j) See title Courts, Vol: TX., p. 132. 

( k ) See title Mayor's Court, London, Vol. XX., pp. 290 et sag. . 

{1) See titles Admiralty, Vol. I., pp. 93, 106 ; Executors and Admints- 
TR.ATORS. Vol. XIV., p. 176; Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., pp. i62 etseq, 
{m) It does not include a writ of summons by which an action is com- 
menced ( Murray v. Stephenson (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 60 ; Wallis v. Jaokson 
(1883), 23 Ch. D. 204). A special indorsement on a writ of summons 
under R. S. C., Ord. 3, r. 6, is deemed to be a pleading so far as the rules 
relating to statement of claim are concerned (Anlahy v. Praetorius (1888), 
20 Q. B. D. 764, C. A. ; Robertson r. Howard (1878), 3 C. P. D. 280) ; but 
for purposes of service such a writ is a writ within the meaning of R. S. C., 
Ord. 64, r. 11 (Murray v. Stephenson, supra), 

(n) Iniduding a special indorsement on a writ of summons ; see note (m), 
mipra. 

\ 0 ) The definition of a mven in the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 

4 37 Tict. 0 . 66), a. 100^ is heading’ shall include any petition or 
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Sect. 2 . — Form of Pleading$. 

Sub-Seot. 1. — ^-4rra«^emcnt of QomienU* 

850. Every pleading must be marked (p) on the face, with the 
date of the day on which it is delivered, with a reference to the letter 
and number of the action (g), the name of the Division of the 
High Court to which it is assigned (r), the name of the judge, if 
any, to whom it is assigned (s), the title of the action (t), and the 
description of the pleading (a). , 

Whenever any indorsement or pleading is amended, the same, 
when amended, must be marked with the date of the order, if any, 
under which the same is so amended, and of the day on which 


Bummons, and also shall include the statements in writing of the claim or 
demand of any plaintiff, and of the defence of any defendant thereto, 
and of the reply of the plaintiff to any counterclaim of a defendant.” It is 
provided by B. S. C., Ord. 71, r. 1, that this definition shall apply to the 
Buies of the Supreme Court. Particulars of a statement in a pleading 
delivered pursuant to order are part of a pleading for the purposes of the 
rule as to ” striking out ” {Davey v. Bentinck, [1893] 1 Q. B. 186, C. A.) ; 
and also in other respects ; see note (1), p. 428, post 

Under the system of pleading in vogue before the passing of the Judica- 
ture Act, 1873 (36 & 37*Vict. c. 66), the defendant might in answer to the 
plaintiff’s reply deliver a rejoinder, and the plaintiff in answer to this 
might deliver a surrejoinder ; and the pleadings might be continued by 
means of a rebutter delivered by the defendant, in answer to which the 
plaintiff might deliver a surrebutter. Under the rules of procedure now in 
force the pleadings seldom ^o beyond reply, but where the reply contains 
the defence to a counterclaim delivered by the defendant, the latter is, 
when further pleading is necessary, permitted to deliver a rejoinder. A 
person not a plaintiff served with a counterclaim under B. S. C., Ord. 21, 
r. 12, delivers a ” defence to counterclaim.” 

(p) Ibid., Ord. 19, r. 11. 

(q) That is to say, with the date of the year and letter and number 
entered in the cause book at the Central OfiBce of the High Court, and marked 
on the writ by which the action is commenced, by the officer who files the 
copy of the writ left with him by the plaintiff or his solicitor when ho applies 
for the writ to be sealed ; see ibid., Ord. 6, r. 13 ; and title Practice 
AND Procedure. The letter is always the initial of the surname of the 
plaintiff, or of the first plaintiff mentioned on the writ. 

(r) That is to say, the division marked on the writ by the plaintiff or his 
solicitor when it is issued ; see B. S. C., Ord. 6, r. 5 ; and title Practice 
AND Procedure. 

(a) When an action is commenced by a writ issued out of the Chanceiy 
Division, the action is at once assigned to a particular judge whose name is 
marked on the writ ; see B. S. C., Ord. 5, r. 9. The same judge’s name must 
be marked cn the pleadings in the action. In an action in any other division 
of the High Court no judge’s name is marked on the writ or pleadings. 

(0 The title of the action means the names of the parties. Thus the 
heading to a pleading is in the same form as the heading of the writ of 
summons by which the action is commenced, except that on a statement of 
claim there should appear immediately before the names of the parties a 
statement of the day on which the writ was issued. 

(o) That is to say ” statement of claim,” ” defence,” ** reply ” etc., as the 
case ma^ be. In oases before the judge dealing with the Commercial List 
the terms ” points of claim ” and ” points of defence ” are used for ” state- 
ment of claum ” and ” defence ” respectively. Forms of statement of 
claim and defence are given in B. S. C., Appendices C and D respectively. 
A statement of claim in an action in the King’s Bench Division com- 
menced on the Ist Januarv, 1911, by a plaintiff named William Jones 
•gainst a defendant named Thomas Bobinson, and marked in the cause 
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such amendment is made, in manner following, namely, Amended 
the day of pursuant to order of dated the of ” (b). 

If an action is commenced by a writ issued out of a district 
registry (r), the name of the district registry must be marked on the 
writ (^0 and if the action continues in the district registry on the 
subsequent pleadings. 

851. Every pleading must be indorsed with the name and place 
of business of the solicitor and agent, if any, delivering the same, or 
the name and address of the party delivering the same if he does 
not act by a solicitor (e). 

852. Every pleading must be divided into paragraphs numbered 
consecutively. Dates, sums, and numbers must be expressed in 
figures and not in words (/). 

853. It is not necessary that pleadings be signed by counsel 
but, where a pleading has been settled by counsel, it must be signed 
by him (h). If a pleading has not been settled by counsel, it must 
be signed by the solicitor of the party by whom it is delivered (i), or 
by the party himself if he appears in person (k). 


book with the number 30, would have the following heading in accordance 
with the law as to marking ; — 

1011. J. No. 30. 

In the High Court of Justice. 

King’s Bench Division, 

Writ issued 1st January, 1911. 

Between William Jones ..... Plaintiff. 

and 

Thomas Bobinson .... Defendant. 

Statement of Claim. 

(6) R, S. C., Ord. 28, r. 9. The amended pleading should have the word 
“ amended ** inserted before the name of the pleading, c.y., ** amended 
statement of claim.” The signature (see the text, infra) should be 
repeated with the word “ amended ” in brackets placed in front of the 
repetition. The usual practice is to make the amendment in red ink ; see 
Yearly Practice of Supreme Court, 1912, p. 348; and see, further, p. 438, 
post ; title Practice and Procedure. As to amendment generally, see 
p. 437, post, 

(c) See title Practice and Procedure. 

(d) R. S. C., Ord. 6, r. 13. 

(e) Ibid,, Ord. 19, r. 11. 

if) Ibid., r. ’4. Where a defendant sets up a set-off or counter- 
cliuin, the set-off or counterclaim is set out in the same document as the 
defence, and the paragraphs of the set-off or counterclaim should be 
numbered in continuation of the numbers of the paragraphs of the defence. 

(g) A petition under the Law of Property Amendment Act, 1860 (23 & 24 
Viet. c. 38), must be signed by counsel {Be Boulton's Trusts (1882), 30 
W. R. 696). 

{h) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 4. If a pleading is signed by counsel, the court 
will pay to it the ^eatest possible respect on the ground that such signature 
implies that the fHeading is not a mere fiction (Great Australian Gold Mining 
Co, V. Martin (1877), 6 Ch. D. 1, 10, C. A.). If counsel signs the draft plead- 
ing, that is a sufficient compliance with the rule, and his name may be 
pnnted or otherwise reproduced in the pleading actually delivered. 

(i) The signature of a solicitor to a plaint delivered under the County 
Court Rules must, if the solicitor wishes to recover his costs in respect 
thereof, be signed and not lithographed (B. v. Cowper (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 
633, C. A.). In such a case, however, signature by the solicitor’s derk is 
sufficient (France v. Button, [1891] 2 Q. B. 208). 

(k) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 4 ; and see title Barristers, Vol II., pp. 378, 379. 
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864. Every pleading (t) which contains less than ten folios (m) 
may be either written or printed, or partly printed and partly 
written (n), and every other pleading, not being a petition or 
summons (o), must be printed. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Mode of Betting out a Party's Own Case, 

856. Every pleading must contain, and contain only, a statement 
in a summary form of the material facts on which the party 
pleading relies for his claim or defence, as the case may be, but not 
the evidence by which they are to be proved (p). 

No technical objection may be raised to any pleading on the 
ground of any alleged want of form {q). 

856. The requisites of a good pleading are that it should contain 
a statement of: — 

(1) Facts not law (r). 


(l) A letter sent by the defendant to tbe plaintiff’s solicitor stating what 
the defendant believes to be his defence, but not in the form required by 
R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 11, is not a pleading {Marshall y. Jones (1888), 52 J. P. 
423). 

(m) A foUo is seventy-two words. If numbers occur, each numeral is 
counted as a word (R. S. C-, Ord. 19, r. 9). It was held by Jelp, J., in 
chambers that ten folios mean 720 words exclusive of the indorsement 
{Jbagoi V. Gardner (1902), 13th February, unreported). 

(n) “ Written *’ incluaes typewritten. 

(o) An originating summons, "therefore, is not a pleading within the mean- 
ing of this rule. As to originating summonses, see tiue Pkactice and 
P noCEDURE. 


(p) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 4. The rules as to what a pleading should or 
should not contain are not absolute, but lay down the guiding principles 
according to which pleadings should be framed. If they are not observed 
tbe court or a judge may order tbe pleading to be amended or struck out ; 
see p. 434, post As to the meaning of the egression “ the court or a 
iudgo,” see title Practice and Procedure. The limits to be observed 
by the pleader depend in some degree on the view taken by the particular 
tribunal which has to decide whether the pleading is good or bad. The 
broad general principles have been sufficiently ascertained by judicial 
decision, but as regards minor points the rules are variously interpreted 
according to the individual view of the judicial authority before whom a 
particular point comes for decision ; in oases in the Commercial List the 
rules of pleading are less strictly interpreted as regards minor points than 
in the other courts of the King’s Bench Division. Forms of pleadings 
are given in R. S. C., Appendices C, D, and £, but these are mere out- 
lines of the pleadings that become necessary in practice when the facts 
in dispute assume any complexity ; see title Admiralty, Vol. I., pp. 94, 
95 ; and see p. 424, post 

iq) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 26. The pleader must state sufficient facts to 
support one of the old forms of action (see tittle Action, Vol. I., p. 32), 
or some cause of action created since the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 &; 37 
Viet. c. 66), or facts that would have been ground for relief in equity 
belore the Act, but he need not name or identify his cause of action. 

(r) As a general rule inferences of law should not be pleaded, but only the 
fncts from which such inferences are sought to be drawn {Eanmer (Lord) v. 
FUqhi ( 1 876), 24 W. R. 346, per Brett, J., at p. 347 ; see p. 424, post ) ; 
but it may be useful on occasion to state the legal conclusion sou^t to 
be drawn from the facts, or the nature of the legal provision on which the 
party pleading intends to rely, either by way of emphasis, or to prevent any 
doubt in the mind of the other party as to the nature of the case which is 
alleged against him. It is, ana indeed always was, bad pleading to state 
an inference or conclusion of law without setting out the facts by which 
the oonchislon or inference is to be supported, and snoh a pleading will be 
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(2) Material facts only («). 

(8) Facts not evidence (0. 

(4) Facts stated in a summary form (ti). 

struck out as bad (Qautret v. EgeHon (1867), L. R. 2 C. P. 371). A pnrty 
need not plead to any matter of law set out in bis opponent’s pleading, 
but may treat the same as surplusage. 

(«) All facts which must be proved in order to establish the ground of 
claim or defence are material {Philippa y. Philippa (1878), 4 Q. B, D. 127, 
133> 134, C. A.). So also are facts which, if not aUeged, could reasonably 
be said to take the other party by surprise when proved at the trial, 
even if not necessary to tne mere statement of the ground of claim or 
defence ; see p. 446, post As to pleading matters in aggravation or 
mitigation of damage, see p. 425, post, A fact which was not material in 
the initial stages of a case may oecome material at a later stage. For 
example, a pl^ntiff need not plead facts merely in anticipation that a 
cert^ contention will be raised in the defence which he will seek to rebut. 
Until the contention has actually been raised such facts are not material ; 
if the contention is raised in the defence, they then become material and 
should be pleaded in the reply. If the plaintiff’s own statement of claim 
shows on the lace of it that there is an absolute defence available to 
the defendant, the statement of claim may be struck out (Iluhbuck dt 
Sons, Ltd. V. B iUinaon, Eeywood and Clarke [ISOO] 1 Q. B. 86, C. A. ; Lnw 
v. Llewellyn^ [1906J 1 K. B. 487, C. A. ; Vacher <2 Sons v. London Society 
of Compoatiors and Othera (1912), 28 T. L. R. 366). It the plaintiff seeks 
to escape from the Statute of Limitations on the giound of fraudulent 
concealment, he should set out his claim with the greatest particularity 
in order to prevent it being struck out as embarrassing (Biddell v. Stfoth^ 
more (Earl) (1887), 3 T. L. R. 329, C. A.). The Rules ot the Supremo 
Court themselves lay down in some cases what facts are material to be 
alleged (see R. S. C., Ord. 19, rr. 14 — 26) ; and the decisions on /6td., r. 6, 
as to what particulars must be given, when an allegation is placed on the 
record, further define what facts are material ; see p. 463, post, 

(i) Facts which are merely evidence of material facts, though necessary 
to be proved at the trial, should not be pleaded. The dividing line between 
these two classes of facts is often very difficult to draw ; but a fact as to 
which there is a doubt whether it should be placed in the one class or 
the otlier should be pleaded. A pleading might be struck out if such a 
fact were material and had been omitted ; but if a fact were pleaded as 
to which there was a doubt whether the fact was malerial or not, no such 
order would be made; see note (t), p. 434, post, and Millington v. Loring 
(1880). 6 Q.B. D. 190, C. A. 

Where a fact is such that, unless that fact is proved, the party relying on 
it will fail in his claim or defence, it is a material fact and is called a factum 
prohandvm. But where a fact is such that, even though the party relying 
on it should fail to prove it, he may nevertheless succeed in his claim or 
defence on proof of some other fact, then it is not a material fact, but only 
evidence of a material fact. Facts of this kind are called facta prohantia and 
should not be pleaded. Thus whore a verbal agreement is relied upon, it 
should be alleged as a fact that such an agreement was entered into. The 
interviews which will be proved in support of such an allegation should not 
be described in the pleadings, though what took place at them must be 
proved at the trial. So, generally, when a state of facts is relied upon, it 
IS enough to allege it without setting out tbe subordinate facts which are 
the means of proving it, or the evidence sustaining tbe allegation (Williams 
V. Wilcox (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 314, 331). Where a conversation is material 
it is sufficient to state its substance (Bade v. Jacobs (1877), 3 £x. D. 
335, C. A.). The fact that an admission has been made by a party, if it is 
no more than evidence, should not be pleaded (Davy v. Qarrett (1878), 
7 Ch. D. 473, C. A. ; Lumb v. Beavmont (1884), 49 L. T. 772), though it 
may be a most important fact to be proved at the trial iSteuart v. 
aiadstone (1879), 10 Ch. D. 626, 644, C. A.). 

(u) This means that the facts should be stated ooncisely and briefly. 
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857 . Pleadings must be as brief as the nature of the case vrill 
admit, and the taxing officer in adjusting the costs of the action 
must at the instance of any party, or may without any request, 
inquire into any unnecessary prolixity and order the costs 
occasioned thereby to be home by the party chargeable with the 
same (a). 

858 . The forms of pleadings given in the Buies of the Supreme 
Court (b) are to be used when applicable, and where they are not 
applicable, forms of the like character, as near as may be, are to 
be used for all pleadings, and, where such forms are applicable and 
sufficient, any longer forms are deemed to be prolix, and the costs 
occasioned by such prolixity shall be disallowed to or borne by the 
party so using the same as the case may be (<?). 

869 . Where any legal relation is alleged to exist, or any 
conclusion or inference of law is alleged to arise, the facts which 
show the existence of such legal relation, or from which it is sought 
to draw such conclusion or inference, must be set out in the 
pleadings (d). 


In good pleading it is also advisable that the facts should be stated in 
chronological order. Undue prolixity involves penalties as to costs under 
R. S. C., Ord. 19, rr. 2, 6 ; moreover, the court has an inherent jurisdiction 
to deal with documents which are so prolix as to be an abuse of the process 
of the court (Uill v. HaH-Davis (1884), 26 Ch. D. 470, C. A.). When a 
pleading is prolix it may be struck out, or, if it be a statement of claim, 
the action may be stayed ; see R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 27 ; Ord. 25, r. 4. 

{a) Ibid., Ord. 19, r. 2. This rule has to be read subject to ibid., 
Ord. 30, which provides that the court or a judge may give such directions 
as it thinks proper as to the pleadings to be delivered. No pleading is 
prolix simply by reason of being lengthy or containing a statement of 
numerous facts. Prolixity is undue len^h and verbosity not reasonably 
necessary in view of the nature of the facts material to be stated. The 
penalties prescribed for prolixity are seldom enforced. 

(6) See R. S. C., Appendices C, D, and E. 

(c) Ibid., Ord. 19, r. 6. In practice the forms in the Appendices to 
the Rules are found to be insuflicient where the case involves any complex 
statement of facts, and pleadings are as a rule much longer than tnose given 
in these forms. In any case, the forms must not be slavishly adhered to, 
but the pleader must use his own discretion as to what is necessary to the 
due presentment of his client’s case. In The Isis (1883), 8 P. D. 227, the 
plaintiff delivered a statement of claim exactly in accordance with R. S. C., 
Appendix C, s. III., Form No. 6, but Hannen, P., ordered a further and 
better statement of claim to be delivered on the ground that the form was 
insufficient ; and see title Admiralty, Vol. I., p. 94. Similarly, in 
Weihered v. Cox, [1888] W.N. 165, Kay, J., held R. S. C., Appenmx C, 
8. II., Form No. 5, insufficient. 

{d) Thus, where breach of duty is alleged,’ the facts upon which the alleged 
duty is founded must be pleaded. Where negligence is alleged, the facts 
must be set out which show a duty to take reasonable care and in what 
respects such duty has been disregarded {Qautret v. Egerion (1867), L. R, 
2 C. P. 371, 374; West Band Central Gold MiningCo. v. E., [1906] 2 K. B. 391, 
399). In an action for the recovery of land of which the plaintiff has never 
been in possession, the statement of claim must set out the facts which show 
the plaintiff’s title (PhiUpvs v. Philipps (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 127, C. A.). Where 
a plaintiff, as assignee of tue reversion to a lease, sues for breach of covenants 
contained in the lease, he must set out the facts showing how the reversion 
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860 . In all cases in which the party pleading relies on any 
misrepresentation, fraud (e), breach of trust, wilful default, or undue 
influence, and in all other cases in which particulars may be 
necessary beyond such as are exemplified in the prescribed forms (/), 
particulars, with dates and items if necessary, must be stated in 
the pleading ; provided that, if the particulars be of debt, expenses, 
or damages, and exceed three folios, the fact must be so stated, with 
a reference to full particulars already delivered or to be delivered 
with the pleading (^). 

861 . Neither party need in any pleading allege any matter of fact 
which the law presumes in his favour, or as to which the burden of 
proof lies upon the other side (/?), unless the same has first been 
specifically denied (i). For example, where a plaintiff sues on a bill 
of exchange, and does not rely on the consideration for which the 
bill was given as a substantive ground of claim, he need not allege 
in his statement of claim that the bill was given for good 
consideration (k), 

862 . A plaintiff need not plead facts on which ho will rely only 
in aggravation of damage (0i but if he does plead such facts the 


has become vested in him (Davis v. James (1884), 26 Ch. D. 778). It was 
never, and still is not, sufficient to allege that A. is the heir-at-law of B., 
but the facts which show how this relation arose must be pleaded (Dumsday 
V. Hughes (1803), 3 Bos. & P. 463 ; Palmer v. Palmer, [1892] 1 Q. B. 319 ; 
Darby shire v. Leigh, [1896J 1 Q. B. 664, C. A.). So if it is alleged that A. is 
trustee for B., the facts or documents relied upon as constituting A. trustee 
must be pleaded (Salaman v. Secretary of State for India, [1906J 1 K. B. 613, 
C. A.). Similarly, in showing title to a chattel it is not sufficient to allege 
that a deceased person ''two days before his death made a good and valid 
donaiio mortis causd,'' but the facts must be set out which snow that such 
a donatio was made (Be Parton (1882), 30 W. R. 287). Similarly, it is not 
sufficient to allege that an agreement is illegal, or not binding, or dis- 
charged, but the facts must be pleaded on whi^ the court may hold that 
this IS so ; see R. S. G., Ord. 19, r. 16). As to defences which must be 
specially pleaded, see pp. 446 et seq., post 
(e) See title Misrepresentation and Fraud, Vol. XX., p. 732. 
if) 1.6., the forms in R. S. C., Appendices C, D and E ; see note (c), 
p. 424, ante. 

(a) R. S. 0.,' Ord. 19, r. 6; and see pp. 453 et seq.,post 
(h) Thus a plaintiff suing on a contract for the sale of land (Catling v. King 
(1877), 6 Ch. D. 660, C. A.), or on an agreement not to be performed within 
a year (Fraser v. Pope (1904), 20 T. L. R. 798), need not allege that the 
Statute of Frauds has been complied with. In an action against a husband 
and wife for an ante-nuptial debt of the wife the plaintiff need not allege 
that the husband has received assets of the wife \MaUhews v. Wh/i^ 
(1880), 13 Ch. D. 811). 

(») R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 25. When a defence denies the existence of a 
fact it is not necessary to deliver a reply asserting the contrary ; see 
Ord. 27, r. 18. 

(X;) Ibid., Ord. 19, r. 25 ; Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 
o. 61), 8. 20; and see title Bills of Exchange, Promissory Notes 
AND Negotiable Instruments, Vol. II., pp. 461, 496. 

(1) For example, in actions for defamation the plaintiff may prove that 
the defendant has published other libels or slanders (Pearson v. Lemaitre 
(1848), 6 Man. & Q. 700, 719 ; Anderson v. Calvert (1908), 24 T. L. E. 899, 
C. A.), or has otherwise been guilty of conduct showing malice (Praed v. 
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court will not strike ttiem out as embarrassing or tending to prejudice 
the fair trial of the action, for such facts are material facts (m). A 
defendant need not plead facts on which he relies only in mitigation 
of damage, evidence of such facts being admissible in support of a 
traverse of the plaintiffs allegation of damage, which traverse is 
always implied even though there is no express traverse in the 
defence (n). A defendant may not plead only in mitigation of 
damage any fact that would tend to justify the acts complained 
of in the plaintiffs statement of claim, or otherwise support a 
defence to the action which has not been pleaded (o). A defendant 
in an action, for defamation (p), who does not, by his defence, 
justify the words complained of, may not, without the leave of the 
judge at the trial, give evidence with a view to mitigation of 
damages as to the circumstances under which the libel or slander 
was published, or as to the character of the plaintiff, unless, seven 
days at least before trial, he furnishes to the plaintiff particulars 
of the matters as to which he intends to give evidence (q). 

863. The performance or occurrence of every condition precedent 
is presumed in favour of the party against whom such condition 
would operate, unless the other party specially pleads that such 
condition has not been fulfilled (a). 


Oraham (1889), 24 Q. B. B. 63, C. A.). The dicta in Scott v. Sampson 
(1882), 8 Q. B. D. 491, which imply that facts in aggravation cannot be 
proved unless pleaded, cannot be supported, though the decision in that 
case remains good so far as it decides what evidence is admissible where 
it is sought to mitigate the damage; see Mnvgena v. Wright, [1909] 2 
K. B. 968; and see titles Damages, Vol. X., p. 326; Libel and Slander, 
Vol XVIII., pp. 720, 724. 

(m) That is, material in the secondary sense that they have an 
important bearing on the issue ; see Millivgton v. Loving (1880), 6 
Q. B. D. 190, 194, C. A.; WhUney v. Moiqnrrd (1800), 24 Q B D. 630. 

(n) Wood V. Durham (Earl) (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 601; R. S. C., Ord. 21, 
r. 4; and see title Damages, Vol. X., p. 340. 

(o) Watson v. Christie (1800), 2 Bos. & P. 224; Speck y. Phillips (1839), 
6 M. & W. 279 ; Wood v. Cox (1888), 4 T. L. R. 660; Watt v. Watt, [1905] 
A. C. 116, 118. 

(p) As to aggravation and mitigation of damages in actions for defama- 
tion, see title Libel and Slander, Vol. XVIII., pp. 720 et seq. If the 
defendant relies on an apology as mitigating damages he may either plead 
it in his defence or make it the subject of a notice under R. S. C., Ord. 36, 
r. 37. 

(q) R. S. C., Ord. 36, r. 37. This provision must be read subject to the 
preceding provirion, as a defendant in an action for defamation is not 
allowed to prove in mitigation facts tending to justify the defamatory 
words, nor may he cross-examme as to facts of that nature ( Watt v. Watf^ 
supra), R. S. C., Ord. 36, r, 37, does not make admissible any fact 
which is not otherwise admissible. The notice may form part of the 
defence or be delivered separately; and see, further, title Libel and 
Slander, Vol. XVIII., pp. 728, 729. 

(a) This is the effect of R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 14, which is somewhat clumsily 
worded as follows : — “ Any condition precedent, the performance or occur- 
rence of which is intended to be contested, shall be distinctly speoided in 
his pleading by the plaintiff or defendant (as the case may be) ; and, sub- 
ject thereto, an averment of the performance or occurrence of all conditions 
precedent necessaiT for the case of the plaintiff or defendant shall be 
implied in his pleamng.*’ Where a plaintin sues by specially indorsed writ 
for payment of money agreed to be paid on the happening of a certain event 
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864. 'Wherever the ^ntents of any document are material it is 
BuflScient in any pleading to state the effect thereof as briefly as 
possible, without setting out the whole or any part thereof, unless 
the precise words of the document are materi^ (b). 

865. Whenever any contract or any relation between any parties 
is to be implied from a series of letters or conversations, or other- 
wise from a number of circumstances, it is sufficient to allege such 
a contract or relation as a fact, and to refer (generally to such letters, 
conversations, or circumstances without settiirg them out in detail. 
If in such circumstances the person so pleading desires to rely 
in the alternative upon more contracts or relations than one as 
being implied from such circumstances, he may state them in the 
alternative (c). 

866. Wherever it is material to allege malice, fraudulent inten- 
tion, Knowledge, or t ther condition of the mind of any person, it is 
sufficient to allege the same as a fact without setting out the cir- 
cumstances from which the same is to be inferred (d), but a charge 
of fraud niust be made specifically {e) and the respects in which 
the party ’is accused of being fraudulent must be set out(/). 

867. Wherever it is material to allege notice to any person of 
any fact, matter, or thing, it is sufficient to allege such notice as a 
fact, unless the form or the precise terms of such notice, or the 
circumstances from which such notice is to be inferred, are 
material {y). 

868. In every case in which the cause of action is a stated or 
settled account, the same must be alleged with particulars ; but in 
every case in which a statement of account is relied on by way of 

be need not allege that such event has happened (Bradley v. Chamberlyn, 
[1893] 1 Q. B. 439). An assignee of a debt suing in the same way to recover 
the debt need not allege that notice of the assignment was given (Satchwell 
V. Clarke (1892), 66 L. T. 641, C. A.); but in an action on a dishonoured 
bill oi exchange the plaintiff must allego notice of dishonour (FrUhauf v. 
Giosvenor Co, (1892), 61 L. J. (q. b.) 717 ; May v. CMdley, [1894] 1 Q. B. 
451 ; Boberta v. Plant, [1896] 1 Q. B. 597, C. A.). 

(b) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 21. If a party asserts that a document has a 
particular effect he must set out so much of the document as is necessary to 
show that the document has the effect alleged (Philipps v. Philipps (1878), 
4 Q. B. D. 127, C. A. ; Riddell v. Strathmore (Earl) (1887), 3 T. L. R. 329, 
C. A. ; Davis v. James (1884), 26 Ch. D. 778). In an action for libel or 
slander the precise words are material and must be set out (Harris v. Warre 
(1879), 4 C. P. D. 126, 128; sec title Libel and Slandeb, Vol. XVIIL, 
p. 643). 

(e) R. S. 0., Ord. 19, r. 24. For an example of a contract to be inferred 
from a series of letters, see Brogden v. Metropolitan Rail, Co, (1877), 2 App. 
Cas. 666. As to the effect of an alternative allegation in such a case, see title 
Estopi el, Vol. Xlll., pp. 367, 368, note (I). In alleging a conversation only 
the substance need be set out (Eade v. Jacobs (1877), 3 Ex. D. 336, C. A.). 

(d) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 22. 

(e) Davy v. Garrett (1878), 7 Ch. D. 473, 489, C. A. ; see pp. 423, 424, anU, 

(f) Re Rica Gold Washing Co, (1879), 11 Ch. D. 36, C. A. ; Wallmgford v. 
Mutual Society (1880), 6 App. Cas. 686; Smith v, Chadwick (1882). 20 
Ch. D. 27, C. A. ; Red^ave v. Hurd (1881), 20 Ch. D. 1, C. A. ; and see 
title MlSBEFBESENTATlOK AND PrAUD, Vol. XX., p, 724. 

ig) B. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 23. 
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evidence or admission of any cause of action which is pleaded, the 
same is not to be alleged in the pleadings (h). 

869. Where the plaintiff seeks relief in respect of several dis- 
tinct claims or causes of complaint founded upon separate and 
distinct grounds, they must be stated, as far as may be, separately 
and distinctly ; and the same rule applies where the defendant relies 
upon several distinct grounds of defence, set-off, or counterclaim 
founded upon separate and distinct facts (i). But where a person 
pleading relies upon the same facts as giving rise to one or the 
other of two or more causes of action or grounds of defence, he 
must state in the alternative the different causes of action or 
grounds of defence which he intends to assert arise from those 
facts (k). 

870. A further and better statement of the nature of the claim 
or defence, or further and better particulars of any matter stated in 
any pleading, notice, or written proceeding, may in all cases be 
ordered upon such terms as to costs and otherwise as may 
be just(Z). 


(h) R. S. C., Ord. 20, r. 8. A mere admission is not a material fact, but 
only evidence of such a fact, and so need not be pleaded {Davy v. Garrett 
(1878), 7 Ch. D. 473, C. A. ; Ltimh v. Beaumont (1884), 49 L. T. ‘772). But 
where one person admits liability to another for a balance found to be duo 
on the stating of accounts between them, a cause of action is created on 
which that other can sue for such balance ; see WiUiamf^ v. Moor (1843), 
11 M. & W. 256, 265 : Lemere v. Elliott (1861), 6 H. & N. 656 ; and see 
title Contract, Vol. VII., p. 382. 

(t) R. S. C., Ord. 20, r. 7. A pleading is not necessarily embarrassing 
because the different averments are inconsistent (Be Morgan, Owen v. 
Morgan (1887), 35 Ch. D. 492, C. A.). 

(k) This is the effect of the latter part of R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 24. The 
different causes of action or grounds of defence must be clearly expressed 
in such a manner as not to embarrass the other party or leave him in 
doubt as to which facts are relied on in support of each separate conten- 
tion. For this reason it is advisable to allege each separate cause of 
action in a separate paragraph and each ground of defence in a separate 
paragraph. As to pleading in the alternative the three ways in which a 
claim for prescription may arise, see title Easements and Profits a 
Prendre, Vol. XL, p. 257. 

(l) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 7 ; and, as to particulars, see further, p. 453, j> 08 t. 
The function of particulars is to give the other party notice of the exact 
nature of the case he will have to meet at the trial {Spedding v. Fitzpatrick 
(1889), 38 Ch. D. 410, C. A.). Hence the court frequently orders a party 
to give particulars beyond the mere facts that must be alleged in order to 
show a cause of action. In some cases particulars are required by a statute 
to be given before a ground of action or a defence under the statute can be 
shown ; see, for example. Fatal Accidents Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 93), 
8. 4 ; and see title Negligence. Vol. XXL, p. 457. As to particulars in an 
action for infringement of a patent, see title Patents and Inventions, 
pp. 216 et seq., ante. In all other cases the court has a discretion in 
saying what particulars shall be given beyond the facts necessary to 
show a cause of action or ground of defence, and will order particulars 
whenever it thinks that the party pleading should put the other party in 

g ossession of further information as to the nature of the case he will 
avo to meet. If a party does not plead with sufficient particularity, he 
exposes himself to attack in the form of an application for further and 
better particulars. If an order for such particulaTS {s made against him he 
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871. Every allegation of fact in any pleading, not being a 
petition or summons, if not denied specifically or by necessary ^amogs, 
implication, or stated in the pleading of the opposite party not to When 

be admitted (m), is taken to be admitted (n), except as against an 
infant, lunatic, or person of unsound mind not so found by 
inquisition (o). 

872. It is not sufficient for a defendant in his defence to General 
deny (p) generally (q) the grounds alleged by the statement of 

may have to pay the costs of the application, and may bo subjected to an 
order that unless such particulars are delivered within a given time the 
aUegation be struck out, or that he be precluded from giving any evidence 
thereof at the tri^ or, if he be a plaintiff, that the action bo stayed. 

The numerous decisions on what particulars should be given are dealt with 
at p. 453, 

A party is bound by his pleadings unless allowed by the judge to amend 
at Ihe tnal (see title Estoppel, Vol. XIII., p. 367), and is therefore bound 
by his particulars, which are in effect part of the pleading under which 
they are delivered {Arnold and Butler v. Bottomley, [1908]2 K. B. 161, 165, 

C. A. ; Milbank v. Milbank, [1900] 1 Ch. 376, 386, C. A. ; Bavey v. Bentinck, 

[1893] 1 Q. B. 186, C. A. ; United Telephone Co. v. Smith, Same v. Mitchell 
(1890), 61 L. T. 617 ; Cass v. Fitzgerald, [1884] W. N. 18). 

(m) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 13. Whether a pleading states that an allegation 
is “ denied,** or states that it is ** not admitted,** the effect is the same {Hall 
V. London and North Western Bail. Co. (1877), 36 L. T. 848, per Grove, J., 
at p. 849). The distinction usually observed is that a party “ does not 
admit ’* matters as to which he intends to put the other party to the proof, 
and “ denies ** those things which he not only requires to be proved but 
contends never happened at all. In either case the allegation is said to bo 
traversed. An allegation which is not expressly traversed is regarded as 
admitted and requires no proof {Byrd v, Nunn (1877), 6 Ch. D. 781 ; 
affirmed 7 Ch. D. 284, C. A. ; Oreen v. Sevin (1879), 13 Ch. D. 689 ; Symonds 
V. Jenkins (1876), 34 L. T. 277). Where a defendant alleges spociflcally 
that an allegation is untrue in certain respects although at the same time 
he denies the allegation generally, he may incur a risk of being precluded 
from proving the untruth of the allegation except in the respects covered 
by the speoinc denial {CoUette v. Ooode (1878), 7 Ch. D. 842). 

(n) General damages are never taken as admitted unless expressly 
admitted in the defence (R. S. C., Ord. 21, r. 4). If sufficient admissions 
are made in the defence the plaintiff may forthwith move for judgment 
under ibid., Ord. 32, r. 6. A party may in some cases be allowed to with- 
draw an admission made by mistake {HoUis v. Burton, [1892] 3 Ch. 226, 

C. A.). . ^ 

(o) Where an infant or person of unsound mind does not traverse an 
allegation the plaintiff cannot move for judgment under ibid., on the 
ground that his claim has been admitted {Byrne v. Byrne (1880), 6 L. R. Ir. 

134 ; National and Provincial Bank v. Evans (1881), 30 W. R. 177 ; see 
title Infants and Children, Vol. XVII., p. 142). The plaintiff must 
prove his case by evidence on affidavit {Be Fitzwater, Fitzwater v. Water* 
house (1882), 62 L. J. (cn.) 83 ; Gardner v. Tabling (1886), 33 W. R. 473 ; 

Cheek v. Cheek, [1910] W. N. 87). In some oases the affidavit may be 
dispensed with wnere the interests of the party under disability are other- 
wise safeguaided {Bipley v. Sawyer (1886), 31 Ch. D, 494). 

{p) Thift rule applies equally strictly whether by his traverse a party 
“ denies *’ or “ does not admit.** In either case the traverse must be so 
worded that the other party knows exactly how much is admitted and 
how much is put in issue {Thorp v. Boldsworih (1876), 3 Ch. D. 637, 640 ; 

B.M V. London and North Western Bail. Co. (1877), 36 L. T. 648). 

{q) The object in prohibiting general denials was to do away with the old 
pleas of “ never indebted,** non assumpsU;' “ not guilty,** and other 
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claim, or for a plaintiff in his reply to deny generally (r) the 
grounds alleged in a defence by way of counterclaim, but each 
party must deal specifically (a) with each allegation of fact of which 
he does not admit the truth, except damages (b). 

No denial or defence is necessary as to damages claimed or their 
amount ; but they are deemed to be put in issue in all cases unless 
expressly admitted (e). 

878. When a party in any pleading denies an allegation of fact 
in the previous pleading of the opposite party he must not do so 
evasively, but must answer the point of sabstauceCd). Thus, if it 


general issues ’* used under the old forms of pleading, which left the 
plaintifi completely in the dark as to the nature of the case to be made 
against him at the trial ; see pp. 445 et 8eo., post 

(r) A plaintiff in pleading to a counterclaim is bound by the same rulM 
as govern a defendant pleaoing to a statement of claim. 

(a) It has been held that a traverse in the form ** the defendant puts the 
plaintiffs to the proof of the several allegations in their statement of claim ” 
u a contravention of this rule, and that the plaintiffs are entitled to judgment 
on the ground that the allegations in the statement of claim must be taken 
to have been admitted (Harris v. Gamble (1878), 7 Ch. D. 877). So where 
a defendant pleaded that he did ** not admit the correctness of the state- 
ments set foi^ in paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 6 of the plaintid’s statement of 
claim and required further proof thereof,** the court held tbat the allega- 
tions in those paragraphs had not been traversed (Rutter v. Tregeut (ISiU), 
12 Ch. D. 768) ; and, where a defendant pleaded : Save as herein appears 
the defendant denies all the allegations contained in the statement of 
claim,** he was ordered to amend his pleading as being embarrassing (British 
and Colonial Land Assodaiion v. Foster and Robins (1891), 4 T. L. H. 574). 
It has, however, become a common practice to use a traverse in the form : 
** The defendant denies each and every allegation in paragraph 5 of the 
statement of claim as though the same were set out and traversed specifi- 
cally *’ ; and, though there is some doubt whether such a traverse is within 
the rules, it has been held that if a defendant pleads to an allegation of 
negligence in the form : ** The defendant denies each and all the several 
^legations set out in pari^aph 2 of the statement of claim,** the pleading 
u^^ood (Adkins v. North Metropolitan Tramways Co. (1893), 63 L. J. (q. b.) 

(b) K S. C., Ord. 19, r, 17. 

(c) Ibid., Ord. 21, r. 4. The rule is wide enough to cover all kinds 
of dami^, but in practice specif damage is usually traversed if it is not 
intended to be admitted. If it is intended to contest special damage on 
the ground that it is too remote in law, this objection should be specially 
pleaded ; see ibid. Appendix £, s. 111., Form IsTo. 2; and see p. 446, post 

v(d) Ibid., Ord. 19, r. 19. A denial must show clearly how much of the 
allegation pleaded to is denied and how much admitted. Where it is alleged 
that an agreement or terms of arrangement have been arrived at, the denial 
must deny that any agreement or any terms of arrangement were come to, 
if that is what is meant ; if it is intended to admit that some of the terms of 
arrangement were come to, the pleader idxould deny that any terms were 
come to ** except the following,’* and then set out the ones admitted. It is 
not sufficient to deny that the terms of the arrangement were definitely 
agr^ as alleged (limp v. Eoldsworih (1876), 3 Ch. D. 637). Where a 
plaintiff alleged an agreement entered into by a duly authorised agent of A., 
and the defendant denied tbat A. agreed by his lawfully authorued agent, 
and further averred that at the date of the alleged agreement A. was of 
unsound mind and incapable of giving a lawful authority, it was held that 
the defendant could not rely on any ground for saying that the alleged agent 
was not lawfully authorised except unsoundneas of mind (Byrd v. Ntinn 
(1877), 6 Ch. D. 781 ; affirmed (1878), 7 Ch. D. 284, C. A.). Wkere a denial is 
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be alleged that he received a certain sum of money, it is not sufiS- 
cient to deny that he received that particular amount, but he must 
deny that he received that sum or any part thereof, or else set out 
how much he received. If an allegation is made with divers 
circumstances it is not sufficient to deny it along with those 
circumstances (e). 

874. The plaintiflf by his reply may join issue (/) upon the 
defence, and each party in his pleading, if any, subsequent to 
reply, may join issue upon the previous pleading. ^ Such joinder of 
issue operates as a denial of every material allegation of fact in the 
pleading upon which issue is joined, but it may except any facts 
which the party may be willing to admit, and then operates as a 
denial of the facts not so admitted (y). 

875. Where a contract, promise, or agreement is alleged in any 
pleading, a bare denial of the same by the opposite party is construed 
only as a denial in fact of the express contract, promise, or agree- 
ment alleged, or of the matters of fact from which the same may be 
implied by law (h), and not as a denial of the legality or sufficiency 


a denial of a whole chain of circumstances, which might be sustained by 
proot that any one of the circumstances was not true, the denial is evasive 
and is tieated as an admission of the circumstantial allegation to which it is 
pleaded In such rase the allegation of each circumstance should be traversed 
sjiccilicnlly ( Tildedey v. Uarper (1878), 7 Ch. D. 403 ; 10 Ch. D. 393, C. A ). 
Where in an action for defamation it is aUeged that words were published 
falsely and maliciously ** it is embarrassing to deny that the words were 
published “ falsely or maliciously.” If it is intended to put in issue the 
falsity of the words, a pica of justification, with particulars of the facts 
relied on as showing justification, must be placed on the record. Malice in 
such an action is presumed and should not be traversed unless a defence of 
privilege or lair comment is pleaded, \ihen it should be alleged as part of 
the delence that the words were published **bond fide and without malice** 
{Belt V. L'lwee (1882), 61 L. J. (Q. B.) 369; Fmrhyn\, Licensed Victuallers* 
JI/tTTor (1890), 7 T. L. R. 1 ; see title Libel and Slander, VoL XVIII., 
p. 608). Where a libel or slander contains two specific charges and 
is divisible, that is to say the words making one charge are clearly 
separable from those making the other, a defendant may justify one 
charge and admit liability as to the other, but such a plea must clearly 
state how much is justified and as to how much liability is admitted 
{Fleming v. Hollar (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 388 ; Clarke v. Taylor (1836), 2 Bing. 
(n. c.) 664 ; 'Churchill {Lord) v. Hunt (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 686 ; Davis v. 
Billing (1891), 8 T. L. R. 68, C. A.). So where a defendant pleaded a Mt- 
off, and further paid a sum of money into court with a denial of liability, 
and alleged that su<‘.h sum, together with the amount of the set-off, was 
sufficient to satisfy the plaintiff *8 claim, if any, in the action, the Court of 
Appeal struck out as embarrassing so much of the plea of payment into 
court as sought to take the benefit of the set-off, on the ground that the 

C lea of set-off could only avail if the denial of liability should turn out to 
e unavailing {Stohwasser v. Jfillar (1910), March (unreported)). 

(c) R. S, C., Ord. 19, r. 19. , . . .... . x, 

(/ ) The form of joinder of issue in a reply given m ibia., Appendix E, 
is : ” The plaintiff as to the defence says that he joins issue.** Unless by 
his reply tir a subsequent pleading a party wishes to plead otherwise 
than by mere traverse, no pleading is necessary, and leave to deliver such 
a pleading will be refused, as non-d^very is deemed to amount to a traverse. 
{g) lbid,t Ord. 19, r. 18. 

(k) Ibid,, r. 20. This must be read with B. 8. C., Ord. 19, rr. 17* 18» ai 
to whldi see note (d), p. 480, emU; and IL 8* Ord« 21, as to whieh sea 
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S»OT.». in law of such contract;, promise, or agreement, whether with 
Form of reference to the Statute of Frauds (t) or otherwise. 

PleadhigB. 


pp. 445 et seq., post. If it is desired further to contend that, assuming the 
tacts alleged to be proved, the agreement which 'primd facie arises does 
hot bind the party pleading, such further contention must be expressly 
and clearly raised ; see pp. 447, 44S, post, and notes thereto. A plea of 
this kind is called a confession and avoidance. In effect it confesses 
or admits that the allegations of the other party are true, but seeks to avoid 
the legal inference that would otherwise be drawn from such admission by 
setting out fresh facts to show that in the circumstances such inference 
should not be drawn. A party should observe great caution in pleading a 
confession and avoidance, except as an alternative to a traverse of the 
allegations of the other party ; for if the sole plea in reference to such 
allegations is a confession and avoidance, the party raising such plea is 
concluded by his confession, even though it should appear in evidence that 
the facts were not correctly alleged by the other party v. Macquire 

(1851), 7 Exch. 80; and see title Estoppel, Vol. XIII., p. 368). The 
facts relied upon as constituting an avoidance must be specially pleaded, 
and the burden of proof is on the party relying on such plea. It is not 
sufficient merely to traverse allegations made by the other party in 
anticipation of such a plea being raised (Clarice v. Callow (1876), 46 L. J. 
(q. b.) 53). Thus a plea that a document alleged to have been made by 
the party pleading is not his deed and does not bind him because its 
purport and effect was misrepresented to him before he made it, must be 
specially pleaded, and the facts in avoidance must be specially set out. 
As to the cases in which such a plea may be raised, see Lewie v. Olay 
(1897), 67 L, J. (Q. B.) 224 ; Foster v. Mackinnon (1869), L. R. 4 C. P. 
704 ; Eowatson v. Webb, [1907] 1 Ch. 537 ; afiarmed, [1908] 1 Ch. 1, C. A. 
Under the old system of pleading, the execution of a deed alleged was put 
in issue by a plea of non eet factum ; see title Deeds and Other Instru- 
MBNTS, Vol. X., p. 404. Under this plea the party pleading had the benefit of 
any variance in the deed as alleged and the deed produced in evidence ( Trott 
V. 8mm (1844), 12 M. & W. 688, Ex. Ch. ; NoHh v. WakefieU ( 1849), 13 Q. B. 
536) ; and this was the proper plea by which to dispute the alleged effect 
of the deed (Smith v. Scott (1869), 6 C. B. (n. 8.) 771). All other defences 
had to be specially pleaded, including matters wMch made the deed abso- 
lutely void, as well as those which made it voidable (Begulm Gonerades as to 
Pleading, Hilary Term, 1853, No. 10). Where a party desires to avoid a 
contract on the ground that he was induced to enter into it by fraud, such 
fraud must be specially pleaded. If he seeks to be released from it on the 
ground that he was induced to enter into it by untrue representations not 
made fraudulently (see title Misrepresentation and Frato, VoL XX., 
pp. 737 et eeq,), he must counterclaim for rescission and obtain a decree 
of the court rescinding the contract, as it is only m case of fraudulent mis- 
representation that the contract is voidable at the option of the party 
without the intervention of the court (Kennedy v. Panama etc. Mail Co, 
(1867), L. B. 2 Q. B. 680, 587 ; Beeee Biver Silver Mining Co, v. Smith 
(1869), L. R. 4H. L. 64, 73,74; Bedgrave v. Hurd (1881), 20 Ch. D. 1, 
C. A. ; Adam v. Newbiaging (1888), 13 App. Cas. 308). The decree of 
rescission dates back to the commencement ox the proceedings for rescission 
(tbid.).. When a defendant succeeds on a claim for rescission, the agree- 
ment is destroyed and the plaintiff is thereby deprived of any cause of 
action arising out of the agreement, and the defendant thus succeeds in 
his defence to such cause of action Qiee Moetyn v. West Moetyn Coal and 
Iron Co. (1876), 1 C. P. D.^ 145). if a party who seeks to enforce an 
agreement proves facts which show to the court that the agreement 
sought to be enforced is illegal* e.g., as being contrary to the Gaming Acts, 
the court will not enforce such agreement even though the defence of 
iUegality has not been raised on the pleadings (Beghie v. Phosphate Sewage 
O0.X1875), L. B. 10 Q. B. 401 ; and see IttegaUly, note (d), p. 448, poet), 

(4) The Statute of Frauds (80 Oar. 2* o. 3) must be speotally pleaded by 
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876. Any party is entitled to raise by liis pleading any point of 
law (/c), and any point so raised must be disposed of by the judge 
who tries the cause at or after the trial, but, by consent of the 
parties, or by order of a court or a judge on the application of 
either party, it may be set down for hearing and disposed of at any 
time before the trial. No demurrer is allowed (Z). 

Sect. 3. — Delivery of Pleadings. 

877. Every pleading must be delivered (m) between the parties (n). 


a party who relies on the fact that its provisions have not been ooraplied 
with (R. S. C., Ord. 19,8. 15); see note (<Z), pp. 447, 448, No particular 
section need be named, but where a defendant pleadea that he relied on 
the Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, c. 3), a. 4, he was not allowed to amend by 
substituting ibid,, s. 7 (James v. Smith, [1891] 1 Ch. 384). The statute must 
also be pleaded in such a way as to show clearly to the other party 
exactly the point raised and in what respect it will be contended that the 
statute applies (Pullen v. Snelus (1879), 40 L. T. 363). If a plaintiff 
alleges a written agreement he is not entitled to prove an oral one unless 
the judge allows an amendment of the statement of claim ; and if such 
amendment is allowed, the defendant should be allowed to amend by 
pleading the statute, if it affords a ground of defence (B running v. Odhame 
Brothers, Ltd. (1896), 75 L. T. 602, H. L.). 

(k) A point of law taken on the pleadings, in answer to the allegations 

in the other party’s pleading, is called an objection in point of law. An 
objection in point of law assumes as true the facts alleged by the opposite 
party and declares that those facts are not sufOeient to raise the legal 
mference or to afford the ground of relief for which the other party con- 
tends. It differs from a confession and avoidance in that it does not seek 
to place upon the facts alleged, or to prove additional facts in support of, 
some fresh inference other than that on which the party whose pleading is 
objected to relies, but merely declares that that party’s own allegations are 
insufficient to support the contention which he puts forward. The usu^ 
form of pleading an objection in point of law is : “ The defendant will 
object that the statement of claim is bad in law and discloses no cause of 
action on the ground that or “ The defendant will object that 

. . ; the latter form being given in R. 8. C., Appendix E, s. III. Subject 

to the preceding rules as to matters that must be specially pleaded (see 
pp. 446, 448, post), a party may raise at the trial any point of law, even 
though it has not been pleaded ; but, if he wishes to prove facts in support 
of his legal contention, he wlU not be allowed to do so unless he has pleaded 
them. An objection in point of law should be taken clearly and in a 
separate para^aph of the pleading, and should not be mixed up with 
traverses of facts (Stokes v. Grant (1879), 4 C. P. D. 25). 

(l) R. S. C., Ord. 25, rr. 1, 2. A demurrer was a form of pleading under 
the old system, by wliich a party objected that his opponent’s pleading 
disclosed no cause of action, or pound of defence, as the case might be. 
When a demurrer was pleaded the question raised was forthwith set down 
for argument and decision. Although this procedure has been abolished, 
the court may, on the application of a party who has taken on his pleading 
an objection in point of law, set down the point so raised for speciiu 
argument and determination. The case is then put into what is called 
the Sp^ial Paper, and is heard by a single judp m open court. All the 
allegations of fact in the pleading are assumed on the arpiment of the 
point of law to be true. Unless the objection taken is such that, if upheld, 
it win dispose of ^e whole action or some substantial issue therein, the 
court win not order it to be set down for special hearing (London, Ohedham 
and Dover Bail. Co. v. South Eastern Bad. Co. (1885), 63 L. T. 109, 111), 

(») B. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 11. A pleading is said to be ** delivered ** wliev 

^ (n) For note (n) see nest page. 
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SXOT. 8. 

Delivery of 
Pleadings. 


striking ont 
unnecessary 
or scandalous 
matter. 


Every pleading or other document (o) required to be delivered to 
a party, or het'ween parties, must be delivered to the solicitor of 
every party who appears by a solicitor, or to the party if he does 
not appear by a solicitor ; but, if no appearance (p) has been entered 
for any party, then such pleading or document must be delivered by 
being filed with the proper officer (g). 

Sect. 4. — Objections to Pleadings. 

878. The court or a judge may at any stage of the proceed- 
ings (r) order («) to be struck out or amended any matter in any 
indorsement or pleading which may be unnecessary (t), or 

it is handed by one party, or the solicitor acting for him, to an opposite 
party or his solicitor. Wnere a plaintiff, who was represented by a solicitor 
on the record, delivered a statement of claim himself, it was struck out 
{Yeatmany, Snow (1880), 28 W. R. 674). Delivery is distinguished from 
“ service ’* ; see title Practice and Procedure. This distinction is not 
always very clearly or carefully observed in the Rules of the Supreme Court. 
Writs, notices of motion, summonses, citations and petitions all require to 
be “ served,” but pleadings, notices and documents not of the nature of 

S roccss require to oe ” delivered.” Process can be commenced only by a 
ocument requiring ” service,” and “ delivery ” can only take place of 
appropriate aocuments in the course of process which has been thus 
initiated. A counterclaim is ” delivered ” as between the original parties 
to an action, but if it is desired to make a stranger a co-defendant to a 
counterclaim (see title Set-ofpand Counterclaim), the counterclaim must 
be served on him (see R. S. C., Ord. 21, rr. 11, 12 ; title Practice and Pro- 
cedure). The date of delivery of a pleading should be stated at the end. 

(n) In early times pleadings were delivered to an officer of the court, by 
whom they were entered on the record ; see p. 418, ante. Now they are 
delivered direct to the party. Where an indorsement on a writ is amended 
but not so as to make it a new writ, it need not here-served personally on 
a defendant who has made default in entering an appearance unless 
an order to that effect be made, but may be filed at the Central Office 
(Jamaica Bail. Co. v. Colonial Bank, [1906] 1 Ch. 677, C. A.). 

(o) E.g., interrogatories ; see R. S. C., Ord. 31, r. 1. 

(p) See title Practice and Procedure. 

(q) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 10. Pleadings so filed must have the date of 
filing and the name of the defendant against whom tliey were filed written 
on them, and bo entered in the cause books under the head of pleadings, 
and such entry must show the date of filing, the nature of the documents, 
and the name of the party against whom they are filed. 

(r) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 27. A party desiring to have a pleading or part 
of a pleading struck out under this rule should apply by notice under the 
summons for directions, slating the ground of the application. The 
application should be made promptly {Cent v. Earrison (1893), 69 L. T. 
307). W'here such an application was not made till after the close of the 
pleadings, tb*^ court thought there had been undue delay and refused to 
entertain it ( vroas v. Howe {Earl) ( 1 892), 62 L. J. (CH. ) 342). A co-defendant 
may apply to have part of another defendant's defence struck out as 
scandalous {Bright v. Mamer, [1878] W. N. 211), and possibly a stranger 
could apply {Cracknall v. Janson (1879), 11 Ch. D. 1, 13, C. A.). ; and see 
note (c), p. 436, poat. 

{a) The power to make the order is discretionary {Golding v. Whmion 
Saltworks Co. (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 374, C. A ), but it is the duty of the judge 
to apply the rule in a fit case {Knowles v. Boherta (1888), 38 Ch. D. 263, 
C. A.), a party being entitled ex dehito juatitica to have the case against 
him presented in an intelligible manner {Dai^ v. OarreU (1878), 7 Ch. D. 
473, C. A.), and if the objectionable parts cannot be severed from the re^t 
the whole pleading may be struck out {Wtiliamaon v. London and Norik 
TFaffem Raa. Co, (1879)8 12 Ch. D. 787). 

(I) As a general mle matter in a pleading will not be stniok ont as 
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seandalons (a)^ or which may tend to prejudice (ft), embarrass {e\ 
or delay the fair trial of the action ; and may in any such case, if 
they or he think fit, order the costs of the application to be paid 
between solicitor and client (d), 

879. The court or a judge may order any pleading to be struck 
out on the ground that it discloses no reasonable cause of action or 
answer (e?), and in any such case, or in' case of the action or defence 

unnecessary unless it is also scandalous or embarrassing (Eock v. Purssell 
(1887), 84 L. T. Jo. 46; Tomkinson v. South Eastern Bail, Co, (No. 2) 
(1887), 67 L. T. 358 ; Knowlee y, Roberts (1888), 38 Ch. D. 263. C. A.). 

(а) E,g„ indecent or offensive matters, or allegations made for the pur- 
pose of abusing or prejudicing the opposite party (Coyle v. Cuming (1879), 
40 L. T. 465 ; Cashin y, Cradock (1876), 3 Ch. D. 376, C. A.). But if the 
allegation is relevant it cannot be struck out because in other ways it is 
scandalous (Cracknall v. Janson (1879), 11 Ch. D. 1, C. A. ; Christie y, 
Christie (1873), 8 Ch. App. 409 ; Millington v. Loring (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 
190, C. A. ; Apvleby v. Franklin (1885), 17 Q. B. D. 93 ; Ex ]mrte Simp^ 
son (1809), 16 Ves. 476; St John (Lord) v. St John (Lady) (1806), 11 
Ves. 625). 

(б) If a pleading tends to prejudice a party at any stage it may be struck 
out (Berdan v. Greenwood (1878), 3 Ex. D. 251, 256). 

(c) A statement of claim is embarrassing if it raises a claim which the 
plaintiff is not entitled to nnike (Knowles v. Roberts, supra), or shows that 
parties have been improperly joined (Smith v. Eiehnrdson (1878), 4 C. P. D. 
112). or seeks to tieat the action as supplemental to another action 
(Kit ate Sfcaiities Trust, Lid. v. Wilhums (1912), 106 L. T. 730). 
So also is a defence which raises in deience matters that obviously 
afford no defence, or raises them in a manner not allowed under the rules 
(Vreston v. Lamoni (1876), I Ex. D. 361 ; Smith dh Co, y, BritUh Marine 
Insurance Assoriution, (1883| W. N. 232 ; Liardet v. Hammond hleatric 
Light and Power Supply Co,, [18831 W. N. 96). If the defendant wishes to 
admit liability as to part of the claim and dispute the rest, his pleading 
must show exactly what is ad milled and what is not (Fleming v. Dollar 
(1889), 23 Q. B. D. 388 ; Davis v. Billing (1891), 8 T. L. R. 58, C. A.); 
and see note (d), p. 430, ante, A defendant in an action for defamation 
may not plead that the words are true in some other sense than that 
alleged by the plaintiff (Rassam v. Budge, [1893] 1 Q. B. 571). 

(d) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 27. 

(e) Ibid,, Ord. 25, r. 4. Under this part of the rule the court may 

strike out any pleading which in itself shows that the facts alleged are 
insufficient in point of law to sustain a reasonable cause of action or a 
defence to the plaintiff’s claim, as the case may be. In judging of the 
sufficiency of a pleading under this rule the court will assume all the allega- 
tions therein to be true and that they are admitted by the opposite party. 
If the statement of claim shows on the face of it that the aedion is not main- 
tainable, or that there is an absolute defence to the action, the court will 
deal with it under this rule ; see pp. 423, 428. et seq , ante, A pleading will, 
however, not be struck out if it is merely demurrable ; it must be so bad 
that no legitimate anDeudraent can cure the defect (Peru Republic v. 
Peruvian Guano Co. (1887), 36 Ch. D. 489, per Chitty, J., at p. 496; 
Badswell V. Jacobs (1887), 34 Ch. D. 278, C. A. ; Worthington Go, v. 
Belton (\ ^02), 18 T. L, R. 438, C. A.; Robinson v. Fenner (1912), 100 
L T. 722, C. A.). The mere fact that the case is weak and not likely 
to succeed is no ground for striking it out (Boater v. HoULer 54 

L. T. 298 ; Cowper v. Stoneham (1893), 68 L. T. 18 ; Anderson v. Qorrie 
(1892), 36 Sol. Jo. 256 ; Goodson v. Grierson, [190HJ 1 K. B. 761, C. A.) ; 
nor that the Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, c. 3), will, if pleaded, afford a 
defence (Fraser v. Pape (1904), 91 L T. 340, C. A.). Where a statement 
of claim is defective by reason of an essential averment being omitted, the 
court does not dismiss the action but gives leave to amend (Griffiths v. 
London and St Katharine Docks Co. (18M), 13 Q. B. D. 269, 261, n., C. A. ; 
Bow OhOe Mining Co. t. Lee (1888), 4 T. L. B. 444 ; Beid v. Hooleg (1897), 
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FliBADnrO. 

being shown by the pleadings (/) to be frivolous or vexations (^),the 
court or a judge may order the action to be stayed or dismissed, or 
judgment to be entered accordingly, as may be just (h). 

880 . The court or a judge may in virtue of the inherent juris- 
diction of the court strike out any pleading or stay any action which 
is shown to be an abuse of the process of the court (i). 

13 T. L. R. 398 ; Edwardu v. Pneumatic Tyre Co, (1900), 16 T. L. B. 308, 
C. A.). But if the pleading cannot be cured by amendment the court will 
strike it out {Jlubbuclc <9 Sons v. Wilkinson, Heywood and Clark, [1899] 1 
Q. B. 86, 94, C. A. ; Woods v. Lyttelton (1909), 26 T. L. R. 666, C. A.). 

(/) Under this rule no evidence can be given either by affidavit or other- 
wise in support of the application. In tins respect, such an application is 
different from one made to the court to strike out or stay in virtue of its 
inherent jurisdiction; seethe text, infra. In Kershaw y, Sievier {\Q05), 
21 T. L. R. 40, an affidavit was allowed to be read apparently on the 
ground that the application could be regarded as made under the inherent 
Jurisdiction of the court. See note (i), infra. Where the applicant 
desires to rely on the inherent jurisdiction, he need not say so in his 
summons even though he seeks to sustain it under the rules as well {Vinson 
V. Prior Fibres Consolidated, Ltd,, [1906] W. N. 209; Willis v. Howe 
{Earl), [1893] 2 Ch. 646, C. A.). 

{g) The pleading, to come within these words, must be obviously vexa- 
tious or frivolous or unsustainable {A,'Q, of the Duchy of Lancaster v. 
London and North Western Pail, Co,, [1892] 3 Ch. 274, C. A., per 
Lindley, L.J., at p. 277 ; Kellaway v. Bury (1892), 66 L. T. 699, 602, 
C. A. ; Bean v. Flower (1896), 73 L. T. 371, C. A.). The pleading must 
bo so clearly frivolous that to put it forward would be an abuse of the 
process of tne court {Young v. Holloway, [1896] P. 87, 90). 

{h) R. S. C., Ord. 26, r. 4. The rule was not intended to apply to 
pleadings which raise a question of general importance or serious question 
of law {Dyson v. A,^Q,, [19111 1 K. B. 410, C. A.), and the court wiU 
not proceed under it where the point to be decided is an important or 
difficult one, unless it is clear and obvious that the action will not lie 
(see Ilubbuck & Sons v. Wilkinson, Heywood and Clark, supra, per 
Lindlet, L. J., at p. 91 ; Poberts v. Charing Gross, Eu'^ton, ana Hamp- 
stead PaU. Co. (1903), 87 L. T. 732, per Farwell J.). In the latter 
case the summons was amended and the application treated as being 
under R. S. C., Ord. 26, r. 2, which is the appropriate procedure where 
important or difficult points have to be decided (see note {1), p. 433, 
ante). NevertheJess, some very important points have been decided 
on applications to strike out (see Law v. Llewellyn, [1906] 1 K. B. 487, 
C. A. ; Burr v. Smith, [1909] 2 K. B. 306, C. A. ; Woods v. Lyttelton, 
supra). An action may be regarded by the court as frivolous and 
vexatious, and therefore proper to be stayed under this rule, on the 
ground that the court is not a forum conveniens, and that the plain- 
tiff, having a perfectly good remedy in some other court, cannot be 
allowed to continue his action without injustice to the defendant {Logan 
V. Bank of Scotland (No. 2), [1906] 1 K. B. 141, C. A. ; Egbert v. Slwrt, 
[1907] 2 Ch. 206; Letry v. Levy and De Pomance (1908), 24 T. L. R. 
466 ; Pe Norton*s Settlement, Norton v. Norton, [1908] 1 Ch. 471, C. A.) ; 
but when the plaintiff’s proceedings in this country are taken bond fide 
they will not be stayed on the mere ground that there is a balance of con- 
venience in favour of proceedings elsewhere {Pe Norton* s Settlement, Norton 
V. Norton, supra, at p. 481) ; and see title Conflict of Laws, VoL VI., 
pp. 298 et seq, 

{%) This jurisdiction exists apart from the powers conferred by the Rules 
of the Supreme Court It is not confined to cases where the abuse is mani- 
fest from the pleading, but may be exercised where facts are proved by 
affidavit which show that the action is brought maid fide and in an attempt 
to use the process of the court iot wrong ends. This jurisdiction is only 
exercised in plain cases and with the greatest care. For cases where 
it hfui l;>eep exercised, see Ooffro v. Jficrroy (1875)* L. XL 10 Rxch. 213 \ 
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Sect. 6. — Amendment of Pleadings (k). 

881. No pleading not being a petition or summons may, except 
by way of amendment, raise any new ground of claim or contain 
any allegation of fact inconsistent with the previous pleadings of 
the party pleading the same (1), 

882. The plaintiff may, without any leave, amend his statement 
of claim, wliether indorsed on the writ (m) or not, once at any time 
before the time limited for reply and before replying ; or, where no 
defence is delivered, at any time before the expiration of four weeks 
from the appearance of the defendant who shall have last appeared ; 
or, where defence is delivered, but no order for reply is made, within 
ten days from delivery of the defence, or the last of the defences 
where there are more than one (n). 

Whenever a statement of claim is delivered the plaintiff may 
therein alter, modify, or extend his claim without any amendment 
of the indorsement on the writ (p) ; but, if the action is one for 
libel, and the plaintiff wishes to rely in his statement of claim on 
publications not particularised in the indorsement on the writ, he 
should apply for leave to amend the writ (p). 


Dawhins v. Saxe Weimar {Prince Edward) (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 499 ; Willis 
V. Beauchanr^ (Earl) (1886), 11 P, D. 69, C. A. ; Stephenson v. Garnett, 
[1898] 1 Q. B. 677, C. A. ; Macdongall v. Knight (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 1, 
C. A. ; Eeichel v. Magrath (1889), 14 App. Cas. 666 ; Ee Chaffers (1897), 
13 T. L. R. 363, C. A. ; Metropolitan Banky. Pooley (1885), 10 App. Cas. 
210; Haggard v. PiUcier Frdres, [1892] A. C. 61, P. C. ; Chaffers v. 
Ooldsmid, [1894] 1 Q. B. 186 ; Hunlly (Marchioness) v. Oaskell, [1905] 2 
Cli. 666, C. A. ; Salaman v. Secretary of State for India, [1906] 1 K. B. 
613, C. A. ; Ee Norton's Settlement, Norton v. Norton, [1908] 1 Ch. 471 ; 
Eemmington y. Scoles, [1897] 2 Ch 1, C. A. ; Critchell v. London and South 
Western Eailway, [1907] 1 K. B. 860, C. A. 

(A ) See also title Practice and Procedure. 

(?) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 16. 

(m) A statement of claim specially indorsed on the writ maybe amended 
under this rule even after the plaintiff has taken out a summons for judg- 
ment under ibid., Ord. 14, and whilst such summons is pending (Eoherts 
V. Plant, [1895] 1 Q. B, 597, C. A.). 

(n) R. S. C., Ord. 28, r. 2. 

(o) Ibid., Ord. 20, r 4 ; Lewis and Lewis y, Durnford ( 1907), 24 T. L. R. 64. 
Where a plaintiff claimed on his writ damages for fraud against a company 
and its directors, and the company went into liquidation after the issue of 
the writ and before delivery of statement of claim, and the plaintiff claimed 
on his writ rescission of a contract entered into with the company and did 
not claim relief in that form in the statement of claim, the court, holding 
that the circumstances showed an intention in the plaintiff to claim 
rescission in the winding up of the company, refused to ^low him to amend 
his statement of claim oy including a claim for rescission of the contract 
(Cftrgilly, Bower (ISIS), 10 Ch. D. 502, 608). If an action in which a 
statement of claim has been delivered is remitted to the county court, 
the plaintiff may rely on any cause of action therein alle^d even if it 
is not named on the writ (Johnson v. Palmer (1879) 4 C. P. D. 268). 

(p) R. S. C., Ord 3, r. 9. When the defendant makes default in 
appearance and the statement of claim is filed under ibid., Ord. 13, r. 12, 
or Otd. 19. r. 10 (see p. 434, ante), the plaintiff cannot get judgment in 
default except in accordance with the indorsement on the writ, and if he 
desires to amend his statement of claim he should get leave to amend the 
writ and amend both so that they are in harmony (Law v. Philby (No. 2) 
(1887), 66 L. T. 622 ; Gee v. Bell (1887), 35 Ch. D. 160 ; Kingdon v. Kirk 
(1887), 37 Ch. D. 141 ; Jamaica Eailway v. Colonial Bank, [1906] 1 Ch, 
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A defendant who has set np any counterclaim or set-off may, 
without any leave, amend such counterclaim or set-off (g) at 
any time before the expiration of the time allowed him for answering 
the reply (r) and before such answer, or in case there is no reply, 
then at any time before the expiration of twenty-eight days from 
defence («). 

883. When any party has amended his pleading under the 
preceding rules, the opposite party may, within eight days after the 
delivery to him of the amended pleading, apply to the court or a 
judge to disallow the amendment, or any part thereof, and the court 
or judge may, if satisfied that the justice of the case requires it, 
disallow the amendment, or allow it subject to such terms as to 
costs or otherwise as may be just (f). The costs of and occasioned 
by any amendment made as aforesaid are to be borne by the party 
making the same, unless the court or a judge otherwise orders (a). 

884. Where any party has amended his pleading under the 
preceding rules (6), the opposite parly must plead to the amended 
pleading, or amend his pleading within the time he then has to 
plead or within eight days from the delivery of the amendment, 
whichever shall last expire; and, in case the opposite party has 
pleuled before the delivery of the amendment, and does not plead 
again or amend viithin the time above mentioned, he is deemed to 
rely on his original pleading in answer to such amendment (c). 

885. The court or a judge may, at anv stage of the proceedings, 
allow either party to alter or amend his indorsement or pleadings (cf) 
in such manner and on such terms as may be just (e), and all such 


677, 688, 690, C. A.; Southall Developmant Syndicate, Ltd. v. Dunsdon 
(1907), 06 L T. 109 

(o) Ko part of the defence other than a pica of set-off can be amended 
witiiont the leave of the court or a judge ; and as to such leave, see the 
text, ivfra. 

(r) The time is the time limited by the order riving leave to answer the 
reply, or if no time is so limited, then four days from delivery of reply. 

(«) n. S. C., Ord. 28. r. 3. 

(0 Ibid , r. 4. These rules do not permit a plaintiff to amend by adding 
a cause of action that has arisen since the issue of the writ {Tottenham 
Local Board of Uealih v. Lea Conservancy Board (1886), 2 T. L. R. 410, 
C. A.), or a fresh cause of action which since the issue of the writ has 
become barred by the Statute of Limitations {Weldon v. Neal 0887), 
19 Q. B. D. 394, C. A.). A plaintiff who amends by setting up a new 
cause of action may be ordered to pay all the costs down to the date of 
amendment {Cave v. Crew (1893), 62 L. J. (cii.) 630). Where a plaintiff 
by amendment abandons one cause of action and substitutes another, the 
defendant should proceed under R. S. C., Ord. 28, r. 4 {Bourne v. Coulter 
(1884), 63 L. J. (Cil.) 699). 

{a) n. S. C., Ord. 28, r. 13 
(b) See the text, supra. 

(r) R. S. C., Ord. 28. r. 5. 

(d) This includes particulars delivered separately from a pleading {Clara- 
pedf dt Co. V. Commercial Union Association (1883), 32 W. R. 262 ; Woolley 
V Broad, f 1892] 2 Q. B. 317, C. A.). If leave to amend the statement of 
claim is obtained, there is no ne^ to amend the writ {Large v. Large, 
[1877] W. N. 108). 

(a) Any amendment is allowed, subject to payment of costs, that 
enables &e court the more effeotaaUy to determine the matter in eon- 
troversy between the parties unless it can be shown that the party applying 
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amendments are to be made as may be necessary for the purpose 
of determining the real questions in controversy between the 
parties (/). 

If the amendment for which leave is asked seeks to repair an 
omission due to negligence or carelessness, leave to amend is 
granted if the amendment can be made without injustice to the 
other 8ide(^). There is no injustice if the other side can be com- 
pensated by an order as to costs (h) ; but if, owing to the way in 
which the pleading has been framed, the other party has been put 
into such a position that an injury would be done to him by an 
amendment, the court will not give the necessary leave (i). 

As a general rule, a party is not allowed to amend by pleading 
fraud where fraud was not charged in the first instance, unless the 
application is made at an early stage in the proceedings and the 
circumstances are such as to justify it (A:). 

In all cases not provided for by the preceding rules (Z), applica- 
tion (m) for leave to amend may be made by either party to the 
court or a judge, or to the judge at the trial of the action, and such 
amendment may be allowed upon such terms as to costs or other- 
wise as may be just (?/)• If an adjournment is necessary to enable 
the other party to meet the case against him as amended, such 
adjournment is granted ; but, as a general rule, no amendment is 
allowed at the trial which will enable a party to set up an entiiely 
new case or to change completely the nature of his case (o). 

886. If a party who has obtained an order for leave to amend 
does not amend accordingly within the time limited for that purpose 
by the order, or if no time is thereby limited, then within fourteen 
days from the date of the order, such order to amend, on the expira- 
tion of such limited time as aforesaid, or of such fourteen days, as 
the case may be, becomes ipso facto void, unless the time is extended 
by the court or a judge (p). 

for leave to amend is acting maid fide, or that liis opponent will be injured 
in a manner that cannot be compensated in costs {Tildetiley v. Uarper 
(1878), 10 Ch. D. 393, C. A. ; Steward y. North Metropolitan Tramways Go, 
(1886), 16 Q. B. D. 666, C. A.; Re Trufort, Trafford v. Blanc (1885), 53 
L. T. 498 ; Cropper y. Smith {ISS4), 26 Ch. D. 700, C. A. ; 10 App. Cas. 259, 
H. L. ; Shoe Machinery Co. v. Cutlan, [1896] 1 Ch. 108, C. A. ; Roe v. Davies 
(1876), 2 Ch. D, 729). If an amendment is made, the opposite party is 
allowed to amend in order to raise any defence that would be available to 
the new matter introduced by the amendment (Morris v. Carnarvon County 
Council, [1910] 1 K. B. 169). 

(/) R. 8. C., Ord. 28, r. 1. 

(g) Chrapede db Co, y. Commercial Union Association (1883), 32 W. R. 
202. per Brett, M.R., at p. 203. 

(h) See cases cited in note (t), p. 438, ante, and note (s), p. 438, ante, 

{%) The AZfTt (1894), 72 L. T. 124 : Raleigh v Ooschen, [1898] 1 Ch. 73. 

(k) Lever ds Co. v. Goodwin Brothers, [1887] W. N. 107, (’ A.; Ilendrilcs 

y. Montagu (1881), 60 L. J. (cu.) 257, C. A.; Symond< v. City B ink (1886). 
34 W. R. 304 ; BentUy db Co, y. Black (1893), 9 T. L. R. 68 J, C. A. 

(/) See p 437, ante, 

(m) The application is made under the summons for directions ; see title 
Practice and Procedure. 

(n) R. S. C., Ord. 28, r. 0 ; and see rr. 11. 12. 

io) King v. Oorhe (1876), 1 Ch. D. 67 ; Newby v. Sharpe ( 1878), 8 Ch. D. 39, 
C. A. ; HaUe v. Brotherhood (1880), 16 Ch. D. 614 ; EUis v. Manchester 
Carriage Co- (1B76)» 2 C. P. D. 18 ; Budding v. Murdoch (1876), 1 Ch, D. 42. 

(p) R. S. C., Ord. 28, r. 7. 
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Sect. 6. 887 . A pleading may be amended by Tvritten alterations in the 

Amendment copy which has been delivered, and by additions on paper to be 
of interleaved therewith if necessary, unless the amendments require 

Pleadings, the insertion of more than 144 words in any one place, or are so 

Written or numerous or of such a nature that the making them in writing 

printed would render the document difficult or inconvenient to read, in 

amendmente. either of which cases the amendment must be made by delivering a 
print c5 the document as amended (q). 


General 
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888 . The court or a judge may at any time, and on such terms 
as to costs or otherwise as the court or a judge may think just, 
amend any defect or error in any proceedings, and all necessary 
amendments are to be made for the purpose of determining the 
real question or issue raised by or depending on the proceedings (a). 


Part II. — Pleadings and Particulars. 

Sect. 1. — Statement of Claim. 

Definition. 889 . A statement of claim is the pleading in which the pljTiintiflf 
sets out the facts on which he relies as showing that he is entitled 
to the intervention of the court in his favour or against the 
defendant. It must set out the material facts {h) on which he bases 
his claim to relief, and must state and show ground for the 
particular kind of relief claimed (c). If the claim is for a liquidated 
demand or otherwise such as entitles the plaintiff to apply for 
summary judgment (d), it may be indorsed on the writ. In all 
other cases it must be delivered in a separate document and in 
accordance with the provisions set out below (e). 

Not required 890 . Where a writ is specially indorsed (/), no further state- 
in case of ment of claim (^) need be delivered unless the court or a judge 
indo^ writ otherwise order (h), or unless the plaintiff desires to amend his 


(q) R. S. C., Ord. 28, r. 8. The now matter inserted on amendment made 
by leave is usually written or printed in a different colour hromthe original 
pleading, and the practice is to print it in red ; see note (6), p. 421, ante. 

(a) R. S. C., Ord. 28, r. 12. This rule gives power to amend any defect 
or error in the pleadings or proceedings if such amendment will enable 
the court to do substantial justice (Armtiage v. Parsons, [1908] 2 KB. 
410, C. A.). Any amendment of a pleading made at the tnal under this 
rule should be formulated in writing and formally made by the judge 
(Byams v. Stuart King, [19081 2 K. B. 696, C. A.). 

(d) As to what are material facts see pp. 422, 428, ante, and pp. 442 e$ 
$eq., post, and notes thereto. 

(o) See pp. 444, 446, post, and notes thereto. 

(d) See titles Judgments and Orders, Vol. XVIII., pp. 190 et $eq. ; 
Practice and Procedure ; E. S. C., Ord. 3, r. 6. 

{e\ See the text, infra 

(/) Under R. S. G., Ord. 8, r. 6; see title Judgments and Orders, 
Vol. XVIII.. pp. 190 et seg. 

ig) The special indorsement is for all purposes of pleading a statement 
of claim which is delivered when the wnt is served {Anldby v. Praetoriue 
(1888), 20 Q. B. D. 764, 0. A.). 

(h) As a rule, when a writ is speeially Indorsed, the plaintiff takes out a 
summons, under E. S. C., Ord. 14 (see title Jubqmskts akb Orders, 
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claim (i) as indorsed on the writ, but the indorsement on the writ 
is deemed to be the statement of claim (/)• 

891. Where a writ is indorsed with a claim for an account (k) or 
with a claim that involves the taking of an account, if the defendant 
fails to appear, or does not after appearance, by affidavit or otherwise, 
satisfy the court or a judge that there is some preliminary question 
to be tried, an order for proper accounts, with all necessary inquiries 
and directions now usual in the Chancery Division (Z) in similar 
cases, is forthwith made, and no statement of claim is necessary (ni). 

892. Where a plaintiff has indorsed his writ for trial without 
pleadings (u), and the defendant has appeared (o), the action may 
be tried without pleadings ; but a defendant who has appeared to 
such a writ may within ten days after appearance apply by summons 
for an order for delivery of a statement of claim, and on the hearing 
of such summons the court or a judge may order the plaintiff to 
deliver a statement of claim, or to deliver particulars ( p) of his 
claim, or that the action shall be tried without pleadings (q), 

893. If in an action the defendant does not, on service of the 
writ, appear within the time limited by the Rules of the Supreme 
Court for appearance (?•), the plaintiff, unless the writ is indorsed 
with a special indorsement (s), or with a claim involving the taking 
of an account (/), or is such that interlocutory judgment may be 

Vol. XVIII., p. 190), for leave to sign summaiy judgment. If leave to 
defend the action is given, the master on the hearing of such summons may, 
under R. S. C., Ora. 30, r. 1 (c), treat it as a summons for directions (see 
titles Judgments and Orders, Vol. XVIII., p. 191, note (p); Practice 
AND Procedure), and, if a better or more detailed statement of claim is 
necessary, order the plaintiff, notwithstanding that his writ is specially 
indorsed, to deliver an amended statement of claim. Sometimes the 
summons for judgment is dismissed, particularly when the plaintiff is 
attempting to make improper use of the procedure (K. S. 0., Ord. 14, r. 9(b) ), 
without any order for directions being made. Either party may, in such a 
case, thereupon take out a summons for directions, under K. S. C., Ord. 30, 
r. 1 (d), in the usual way, on the hearin^c of which the court or a judge 
may order a further statement of claim, if it is considered necessary. If 
the writ is specially indorsed and no such summons is taken out, the 
defendant must deliver his defence within ten days of the time limited 
for appearance (R. S. C., Ord. 21, r. 6). But if a summons for judgment is 
taken out he should wait till the summons is heard and then ask for 
directions {Hobson v. Monks, [1884] W. N. 8). 

(t) As to amendment by a party of his own pleading, sec p. 438, ante, 

(j) R. S. C., Ord. 20, r. 1 (a). 

(t) See ibid., Ord. 3, r. 8 ; and see title Practice and Procedure. 

(l) See R. S. C., Ord. 16; ibid., Ord. 33, r. 2. 

(m) Ibid., Ord. 15, r. 1; the application is by summons, supported if 
necessary by affidavit {ibid., r. 2), 

(n) Ibid., Ord. 18a ; see title Practice and Procedure. 

(o) If the defendant has not ap^ared, the plaintiff must file a statement 
of claim and affidavit of service (R. S. C., Ord. 13, r. 12) ; 6ee p. 442, post. 

(p) As to particulars, see pp. 425, 428, ante, and pp. 463, 468, post. 

iq) R. S. C., Ord. 18a, r. 3. The summons may, under ibid., Ord. 30, 
r. 1 (c), be treated as a summons for directions. 

(r) See title Practice and Procedure. 

(«) Under R. S. C., Ord. 3, r. 6 ; see title Judgments 'and Orders, 
Vol. XVIII., pp. 190 et seq. 

(f) J.e., which may be dealt with under R. S. 0., Ord. 15; see the text, 
supra. 
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entered («), should file a statement of claim together with an affidavit 
of service of the writ (a), and the action may then proceed as if the 
defendant had appeared (jb). 

894. If interlocutory judgment is si^ed in an action where no 
defendant has appeared and the writ is indorsed with a claim in 
damages or a claim for detention of goods, with or without 
damages (c), or a claim for recovery of land with mesne profits or 
damages (<i), the court or a judge may order that a statement 
of claim ^ filed before such damages or mesne profits are 
assessed (e). 

895. In cases where, after entry of appearance by the defendant 
within the time limited by the Buies of the Supreme Court, the 
plaintiff must (/) take out a summons for directions (^), the court 
or a judge, on the hearing of such summons, makes such order as 
may be just as to the pleadings or particulars that shall be 
delivered (/t). 

896. The persons named on the writ as plaintiffs and defendants 
respectively are the only persons who may be named as plaintiffs 
or defendants, as the case may be, in the statement of claim. If it 
is sought to name as a plaintiff or as a defendant in the statement 
of claim a person not so named on the writ, leave to amend the 
writ must be obtained, and the writ must be amended by adding 
such person as a party. The capacity in which a party sues, or is 
sued, must be stated on the statement of claim as on the writ, and 
should be stated in the claim itself (i). 

897. A statement of claim must contain in a summary form a 
statement of the material facts (k) on which the plaintiff relies as 


(ti) See title Judgments and Okdeus, Vol. XVIII., pp. 186 etseq. 

(а) See title Practice and Procedure. 

(б) R. S. C., Ord. 13, r. 12. The plaintiff must follow this procedure 
even though the writ is indorsed for trial without pleadings (Greene v. St, 
John's Mansions, Ltd, [1900] W. N. 9). 

(c) See title Judgments and Orders, Vol. XVIII., pp. 186 et sea. 

(d) See ibid., p. 187. 

(e) See ibid , p. 185. 

if) As to the steps which a plaintiff may take before the summons foi 
directions, see title Practice and Procedure. 

(a) See title Practice and Procedure. 

(h) See R. S. C., Ord. 16, and Ord. 30, r, 1 ; see title Practice and 
Procedure. No summons for dii*ections need be taken out wWe the 
writ is specially indorsed under R. S. C., Ord. 3, r. 6 (see titles Judgments 
AND Orders, VoJ. XVIII., p. 190; Practice and Procedure); or is 
indorsed for trial without pleadings (see p. 441, ante) ; or where an order 
for an account is made under R. S. C., Ord. 15 (see p. 441, ante). When 
the summons for directions is heard, the order made as to pleadings on such 
summons almost invariably prescribes that both statement of claim and 
defence shall be delivered at tbe respective times named in the order. 

(t) See as to parties, title Practice and Procedure. 

(t ) As to what are material facts, and as to the manner in which they are 
to be pleaded, see p. 423, ante. It is usual to state when material the 
business or profession of the plaintiff and the natura of any office held by 
him and to set out such facts as show how the cause of aotion arose, tt 
they tend to elucidate the matter, as matter of inducement leading up to 
the facts which show tbe cause of aotionitselt Tbe pleader has to use his 
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showing that he has a cause of action (1) against the defendant and Sect. i. 
that he is entitled to relief at the hands of the court. Statement 

898. Where there are several plaintiffs the statement of claim 

must show either (1) that they have a joint cause of action (m) ; or Where there 
(2) that their several causes of action arise out of the same trans- 
action, or series of transactions, and are such that if the plaintiffs 
had each brought separate actions some common question of law 
or of fact would have arisen in all those actions (n). Subject as 
aforesaid, plaintiffs having different causes of action against the 
same defendant may join in one action whether they allege that as 
regards any one or more of the causes of action they sue jointly, 
severally, or in the alternative (o). 

899. Where there are several defendants the statement of claim Where there 
must show that each of the causes of action alleged is a joint 

cause of action, that is, such that all the defendants are jointly 
liable thereon, or that any cause of action which is not joint is 
alleged only in the alternative (p) ; but a plaintiff may at his 
option join as parties to the same action all or any of the persons 
severally, or jointly and severally, liable on any one contract (g), 
including parties to bills of exchange and promissory notes (r). 

own discretion as to how far he alleges matter of inducement. In some 
cases such matter may bo very material to the cause of action, e.g., in 
actions of defamation, where the averment that the plaintiff carries on a 
particular trade or profession may give him an additional cause of action, 
or his only cause of action (see O^lwey v. Marshall (1853), 9 Exch. 204, 

300; Ayre v. Craven (1834), 2 Ad. & El. 2; James v. Brook (1846), 9 
Q. B. 7; Hatchard v. Mige (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 771; Chattell v. ** Daily 
Mail** Publishing Co. (1901), 18 T. L. B. 167, C. A.). As to the material 
allegations in a statement of claim in an action for defamation, see title 
Libel and Slander, Vol. XVIII., pp. 608, 645, 662, 666. 

(l) A plaintiff is said to have a cause of action when he can show that the 
defendant has done some act which is an invasion of a right in the plaintiff, 
conferred or sanctioned by substantive law, or has failed to do some act, or 
to discharge some duty or obligation, to the performance or fulfilment of 
which the plaintiff is entitled under the substantive law. As to cause of 
action in a claim in respect of nuisance, see Ayers v. Hanson (1912), 133 
L. T. Jo. 253. 

(m) This was so even before the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet, 
o. 66) ; see Booth v. Briscoe (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 496, C. A. 

(n) This is the practice introduced since the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 
& 37 Viet. c. 66), by the amendment in 1896 of R. S. 0., Ord. 16, r. 1. 

(o) I6td., Ord. 18, r. 6 ; and see title Practice and Procedure. 

(p) The authorities on the law of joinder are in an unsatisfactory condition . 

In Qower v. CouMridge, [1898] 1 Q. B. 348, C. A., the Court of Appeal 
decided that if the plaintiff alleges a joint tort X against A. and B. he 
cannot join in the same statement of ^aim a separate tort Y gainst B. 
only. But tLla case has since been distinguished, and it is submitted that, 
since the decisions in Budook v. London General Omnibus Co., [1907] 1 K. B. 

264, C. A., and in Campania Samsinena de Carnes Congeladas v. Houider 
Brothers db Co,, Lid,, [1910] 2 K. B. 364, C. A., the law must be taken to be 
as laid down above. There are dicta in those cases which show a tendency 
to relax the restrictions placed by the decision of the House of Lords in 
Bailer v. Great Western Bail. Co., [1896] A. C. 450, on joinder of deion- 
dants, and to declare the law in the wide terms laid down In K. S. C.# 

Ord. 16, r. 4. See, further, title Practice and Procedure. 

iq) Tliis is not so in tort. A plaintiff may not, in his statement of cl a im , 
allege separate torts against separate dciendante {Sadler v. Qreai W estem 
Bau, Co,, supra ; Pope v. Hawtrey (1901)# 86 L. T. 263t C. A.). 

(f) B. S. C.» Ord. f6| r. 6, 
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entered («), should file a statement of claim together with an affidavit 
of service of the writ (<*)» and the action may then proceed as if the 
defendant had appeared (b). 

894. If interlocutory judgment is si^ed in an action where no 
defendatit has appeared and the writ is indorsed with a claim in 
damages or a claim for detention of goods, with or without 
damages (c), or a claim for recovery of land with mesne profits or 
damages (d), the court or a judge may order that a statement 
of claim be ^ed before such damages or mesne profits are 
assessed (e). 

895. In cases where, after entry of appearance by the defendant 
within the time limited by the Buies of the Supreme Court, the 
plaintiff mu8t(/) take out a summons for directions (^), the court 
or a judge, on the hearing of such summons, makes such order as 
may be just as to the pleadings or particulars that shall be 
delivered (//). 

896. The persons named on the writ as plaintiffs and defendants 
respectively are the only persons who may be named as plaintiffs 
or defendants, as the case may be, in the statement of claim. If it 
is sought to name as a plaintiff or as a defendant in the statement 
of claim a person not so named on the writ, leave to amend the 
writ must be obtained, and the writ must be amended by adding 
such person as a party. The capacity in which a party sues, or is 
sued, must be stated on the statement of claim as on the writ, and 
should be stated in the claim itself (i). 

897. A statement of claim must contain in a summary form a 
statement of the material facts (k) on which the plaintiff relies as 


(li) See title Judgments and Orders, VoL XVIII., pp. 186 etseq. 

(а) See title Practice and Procedure. 

(б) R. S. C., Ord. 13, r. 12. The plaintiff must follow this procedure 
even though the writ is indorsed for trial without pleadings (Greene v. St 
John's Mansions, Ltd, [1900] W. N. 9). 

(c) See title Judgments and Orders, Vol. XVIII., pp. 186 et sea. 

(d) See ibid,, p. 187. 

(e) See ibid , p. 185. 

(/) As to the steps which a plaintiff may take before the summons foi 
directions, see title Practice and Procedure. 

(a) See title Practice and Procedure. 

(h) See R. S. C., Ord. 15, and Ord. 30, r. 1 ; see title Practice and 
Procedure. No summons for directions need be taken out where the 
writ is specially indorsed under R. S. C., Ord. 3, r. 6 (see titles Judgments 
and Orders, Vol. XVIII., p. 190; Practice and Procedure); or is 
indoi'sed for trial without pleadings (see p. 441, ante ) ; or where an order 
for an account is made under R. S. C., Ord. 15 (see p. 441, ante). When 
the summons for directions is heard, the order made as to plea^ngs on such 
summons almost invariably prescribes that both statement of claim and 
defence shall be delivered at the respective times named in the order. 

(t) See as to parties, title Practice and Procedure. 

(1) As to what are material facts, and as to the manner in which they are 
to be pleaded, see p. 423, ante. It is usual to state when material the 
business or profession of the plaintiff and the nature of any office held by 
him and to set out such facts as show how the cause of action arose, u 
they tend to elucidate the matter, as matter of inducement leading up to 
the facts which show the cause of action itselt The pleader has to use bis 
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showing that he has a cause of action ( 1 ) against the defendant and 
that be is entitled to relief at the hands of the court. 

898 . Where there are several plaintiffs the statement of claim 
must show either (1) that they have a joint cause of action (m) ; or 
(2) that their several causes of action arise out of the same trans- 
action, or series of transactions, and are such that if the plaintiffs 
bad each brought separate actions some common question of law 
or of fact would have arisen in all those actions (n). Subject as 
aforesaid, plaintiffs having different causes of action against the 
same defendant may join in one action whether they allege that as 
regards any one or more of the causes of action they sue jointly, 
severally, or in the alternative (o). 

899 . Where there are several defendants the statement of claim 
must show that each of the causes of action alleged is a joint 
cause of action, that is, such that all the defendants are jointly 
liable thereon, or that any cause of action which is not joint is 
alleged only in the alternative (p); but a plaintiff may at his 
option join as parties to the same action all or any of the persons 
severally, or jointly and severally, liable on any one contract (g), 
including parties to bills of exchange and promissory notes (r). 

own discretion as to how far he alleges matter of inducement. In some 
cases such matter may be very material to the cause of action, e.g., in 
actions of defamation, where the averment that the plaintiff canies on a 
particular trade or profession may dve him an additional cause of action, 
or his only cause of action (see O^wey v. Marshall (1853), 9 Exch. 204, 
300; Ayre v. Craven {1834), 2 Ad. & El. 2; James v. Brook (1846), 9 
Q. B. 7; Hatchard v. Mige (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 771; ChatteUv. Daily 
MaiV* Fublishing Co, (1901), 18 T. L. R. 167, C. A.). As to the material 
allegations in a statement of claim in an action for defamation, see title 
Libel and Slander, Vol. XVIIL, pp. 608, 646, 662, 666. 

(1) A plaintiff is said to have a cause of action when he can show that the 
defendant has done some act which is an invasion of a right in the plaintiff, 
conferred or sanctioned by substantive law, or has failed to do some act, or 
to discharge some duty or obligation, to the performance or fulfilment ol 
which Ihe plaintiff is entitled under the substantive law. As to cause of 
action in a claim in respect of nuisance, see Ayers v. Hanson (1912), 133 
L. T. Jo. 263. 

(w) This was so even before the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet, 
c. 66) ; see Booth v. Briscoe (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 496, C. A. 

(n) This is the practice introduced since the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 
k, 37 Viet. c. 66), by the amendment in 1896 of R. S. C., Ord. 16, r. 1. 

(o) Ibid., Ord. 18, r. 6 ; and see title Practice and Procedure. 

(p) The authorities on the law of joinder are in an unsatisfactory condition . 

In Qower v. Couldridge, [18981 1 Q. B. 348, C. A., the Court of Appeal 
decided that if the plaintiff alleges a joint tort X against A. and B. he 
cannot join in the same statement of claim a separate tort Y gainst B. 
only. But thia case has since been distinguished, and it is submitted that, 
since the decisions in BfiUook v. London General Omnibus Co,, [1907] 1 K. B. 
264, C. A., and in Compania Sansinena de Carnes Congeladas v. Moulder 
Brothers <& Co,, Lid,, [1910] 2 K. B. 364, C. A., the law must be taken to be 
as laid down above. There are dicta in those cases which show a tendency 
to relax the restrictions placed by the decision of the House of Lords in 
Sadder v. Great Western Bail, Co„ [1896] A. C. 450, on joinder of defw- 
dants, and to declare the law in the wide terms laid down in R. S. C., 
Ord. 16, r. 4. See, further, title Peacticb anp PBOCKPtTSB. , 

(9) This to not so in tort. A plaintiil may not, in hto statement of olaim, 
allege separate torts against separate defendant {Sadler v. Great Western 
BM. Co., supra ; Tope v. Hawtrey (1901), 85 L. T. 263, C. A.). 

(f) R. S. C,, Or^ 16, r. 6. 
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900 . Claims by or against a husband and wife may be joined 

with by or against either of them separately (*). Claims by 

or against an executor or administrator as such may be joined with 
claims by or against him personally, provided the last-mentioned 
claims are alleged to arise with reference to the estate in respect of 
which the plaintiff or defendant sues or is sued as executor or 
administrator (t). 

901 . The court or a judge may, on the application of any 
defendant (1) where several plaintiffs have been joined, and such 
joinder might embarrass or delay the trial of the action, order 
separate trials, or make such other order as may be expedient (//) ; 
(2) where separate causes of action have been joined which 
cannot all be conveniently tried together, exclude any of such 
causes of action and order consequential amendments to be 
made (a); (3) where any parties have been improperly joined, 
whether as plaintiffs or defendants, order the name of such 
parties to be struck out (6). 

902 . No cause of action may, unless by leave of the court or a 
judge (c), be joined with an action for the recovery of land(^f), 
except claims in respect of mesne profits or arrears of rent, or double 
value in respect of premises claimed, or any part thereof, and 
damages for breach of any contract under which the same or any 
part thereof are held, or for any wrong or injury to the premises 
claimed. This provision, however, does not prevent any plaintiff 
in an action for foreclosure or redemption from asking for or obtaining 
an order against the defendant for delivery of the possession of the 
mortgaged property to the plaintiff on or after the order absolute for 
foreclosure or redemption, as the case may be, and such an action 
for foreclosure or redemption, and for such delivery of possession, is 
not to be deemed an action for the recovery of land within the 
meaning of the above rule(e). 

903 . Every statement of claim must state specifically the 
relief (/) which the plaintiff claims, either simply or in the 


{$) B. S. C., Ord. 18, r. 4. 

{t) Ibid., r. 6. 

(u) Ibid,, Ord. 16, r. 1. 

(a) Ibid,, Ord. 18, r. 9. 

(b) Ibid,, Ord. 16, r. 11. As to striking out the name of a trade union 
as defendants on the ^ound that the action would cleaily not lie against 
them on account of the Trade Disputes Act, 1906 (6 £dw. 7, c. 47), see 
Vacher Sons, Ltd, v. London Society of Compositors and Others (1912), 
28 T. L. B. 366. 

(o) Leave is usually obtained before writ. 

(d) An action for recovery of land is any action in which possession of 
land is claimed {Oledhill v. Hunter (1880), 1 4 Ch. D. 492). An action merely 
to restrain trespass to, or entry on, premises is not such an action (Spear's 
Class Works, Lid, v. Spear (1902), 37 L. J. 678); and see, further, titles 
Landlord and Tenant, VoL XVIII., pp. 668, 669; Beal Property 
AND Chattels Beal. 

(s) B. S. C., Ord. 18, r. 2; and see, further, titles Mortgage, VoL XXL, 
pp, 161, 283; Practice and Procedure. 

(f) B. S. 0., Ord. 20, r. 6. ** Belief ” must be distinguished from ** cause of 
aofion.” It may be that a plaintiff or plaintiffs is or are entiUed to different 
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alternative, and it is not necessary to ask for general or other 
relief (ji), which may always be given, as the court or a judge may 
think just, to the same extent as if it had been asked for (/t). 

904. It is not necessary that every defendant should be interested 
as to all the relief prayed for, or as to every cause of action included 
in any proceeding against him ; but the court or a judge may make 
such order as may appear just to prevent any defendant from being 
embarrassed or put to expense by being required to attend any 
proceedings in which he may have no interest (?). 

Where a plaintiff seeks relief in respect of several distinct 
claims or causes of complaint (k) founded upon separate and distinct 
grounds, they must be stated, as far as may be, separately and 
distinctly (Z). 

906. Where the plaintiff, being bound to deliver a statement 
of claim, does not do so within the time limited for that purpose 
or where an order has been made by the court or a judge for the 
delivery of a statement of claim, and the plaintiff has not complied 
with such order within the time allowed for that purpose (?«)» the 
defendant may apply to the court or a judge to dismiss the action 
for want of prosecution, and on the hearing of such application the 
court or judge may, if no statement of claim has been delivered, 
order the action to be dismissed accordingly, or may make such 
other order and do so on such terms as the court or judge thinks 
just (n). 


Sect. 2. — Defence. 

906. The defendant must plead to the allegations contained in 
the statement of claim in accordance with the rules hereinbefore 


forms of relief as against different defendants in respect of the same 
cause of action, and in such a case the different defendants are properly 
joined (Frankenburg v. Great Horseless Carriage Co., [1900] 1 Q. B. 604, 
C. A.) ; see, further, title Practice and Procedure. 

(j^) For example, costs. 

(h) The same rule applies to any counterclaim made, or relief claimed, 
by the defendant in his defence (li. S. C., Ord. 20, r. 6); and see p. 461, 
•posU and title Set-opp and Counterclaim. 

(i) R. S. C., Ord. 16, r. 6. 

(fe) These may be inconsistent, but in such a case should be alleged in the 
alternative (Bagot v. Easton (1878), 7 Ch. D. 1, C. A. ; Philipps v. Philipps 
(1878), 4 Q. B. D. 127, 134, C. A.). 

(l) The facts belonging to the respective claims or causes of complaint 
should not be mixed up, but should be stated separately, so as to show on 
which facts each cause of action is based, and in respect of which facts each 
form of relief is claimed (Davy v. Garrett (1878), 7 Ch. D. 473, 489, C. A. ; 
Watson Y, Hawkins (1876), 24 W. R. 884). The same rule as is stated 
in the text, supra, applies where the defendant relies upon several distinct 
grounds of defence, set-off, or counterclaim founded upon separate and 
distinct facts (R. S. C., Ord, 20, r. 7). 

(m) If no time is named in the order the time is twenty-one days under 
B. S. C., Ord. 20, r. 1 (c). 

(n) Ibid,, Ord. 27, r. 1 ; and see title Judgments and Oedebs, VoL 
XVIII., p. 188. 


Sect. 1. 
Statement 
of Claim. 

statement of 
general relief 
unnecessary. 

Separate 
grounds of 
relief ; 

(1) as regards 
defendants ; 

(2) as regards 
claims. 


Default. 


Denial in 
general. 



44« 

SaoT. s. 
Defence. 

Actionn for 
debt or 
li()uulated 
detuauiis. 





Representa- 
tive or other 
capacity of 
plaintiiL 


Improper 
denial or 
admission. 


Matters 
which must 
be specially 
pleaded. 


]:^Ai>nra. 

set ont, and if he denies any snch allegation must do so specifically 

and not evasively (o). 

In actions for debt or liquidated demand in money comprised in 
B. S. C., Ord. S, r. 6, a mere denial of tlie debt is inadmissible (p). 

In actions upon bills of exchange, promissory notes, or cheques, 
a defence in denial must deny some matter of fact, for example, the 
drawing, making, indorsing, accepting, presenting, or notice of 
dishonour of the bill or note (q). 

In actions comprised in R. S. G., Ord. 8, r. 6, clauses (A) and (B), a 
defence in denial must deny such matters of fact, from which the 
liability of the defendant is alleged to arise, as are disputed, for 
example, in actions for goods bargained and sold, or sold and 
delivered, the defence must deny the order or contract, the delivery, 
or the amount claimed (r) ; in an action for money had and 
received, it must deny the receipt of the money, or the existence 
of those facts which are alleged to make such receipt by the 
defendant a receipt to the use of the plaintiff (<). 

907. No denial or defence is necessary as to damages (<) claimed 
or their amount ; but they are deemed to be put in issue in all 
cases unless expressly admitted (u). 

908. If a defendant wishes to deny the right of a plaintiff to 
claim as executor, or as trustee, whether in bankruptcy or other- 
wise, or in any representative or other alleged capacity, or the 
alleged constitution of a partnership firm, he must deny the 
same specifically (a). 

909. Where of opinion that any allegations of fact denied or 
not admitted by the defence ought to have been admitted, the court 
or judge may make such order as shall be just with respect to 
any extra costs occasioned by their having been denied or not 
admitted (h). 

910. The defendant must raise by his defence all matters which 
show the action not to be maintainable, or that the transaction on 
which the plaintiff relies is either void or voidable in point of law, 
and all such grounds of defence as, if not raised, would likely to 
take the plaintiff by surprise, or would raise issues of fact not 
arising out of the statement of claim, as, for instance, fraud. Statute 


(o) See pp. 429 et seq,, ante, 

(p) R. S. C.. Ord. 21, r. 1. 

Iq) JihW., r. 2. 

(r) See title Sals of Goons. 

[8) R. S, C., Ord, 21, r. 3 ; and see title Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 473 
et seq, 

(() Where special damage is alleged in the statement of claim the defence 
should deal with such damage, so that at the trial the plaintiff may not 
contend that he has been taken by surprise as to that port of defenclant*s 
case. As to damages generally, see title Damages. Vol. X., pp. 301 
et $eq. ; and see p. 430, ante, 

(«) R. S. C., Ord. 21, r. 4. 

la) Ibid,, r. 3. 

lb) Ibid,, r. 9. 
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of Limitations, release, payment, performance, facts showing ille- saor, 2. 
gality either by statute or common law(c), or Statute of Frauds (d), Defence, 
or any ground of objection to the jurisdiction of the court (e). — 


(c) If the words of a statute are pleaded and are such that they are 
consistent with each of two meanings, e.g., fraud or illegality, the pleader 
must state on which meaning ho relies (Bullivant v. for Victoria^ 
[1901] A. C. 196, 204, P. C.). 

(d) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 15 ; and see pp. 429, 432, ante ; and 
see title Misrepresentation and Fraud, VoI. XX., p. 732. The rule 
does not give an exhaustive list of the matters that must be specially 
pleaded in the defence. In addition to those enumerated in the rule, or 
mentioned at pp. 422, 423, anUt the following grounds of defence must be 
specially pleaded : — 

Aec(yrd and saitsfadion. This is a good plea in all cases where nothing 
but amends is to be recovered in damages ** (Peytoe's Case (1 61 1 ), 9 Co. Rep. 
77 b, 79 b). In order to sustain such a plea the defendant must show that 
the satisfaction could be reasonably accepted, and that the plaintiff 
knowingly agreed to accept it (Cumber v. Wane (1721), 1 Stra. 425; 1 
Smith, L C., 11th ed.. p. 338; Sibree v. Tripp (1846), 15 M. & W. 23; 
Day V. McLea (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 610, C. A. ; IJirachand Punamchnnd 
V. Temple, (1911] 2 K. B. 330, C. A., doubting Goddard v. O’BWan (1882), 
9 Q. B. D. 37). An agreement based on good consideration must be shown 
{Pidral V. Great Western Rail Co (1860), 1 P. & F. 706 ; Lea v. Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Bail Co. (1871). 6 Ch. App. 527 ; Roberts y. Eastern Counties 
Rail Co. (1859), IF & F. 460 ; Foakes v. Beer (1884), 9 App. Cas. 605). 
Accord and sati'^faction may be a good defence to an action on a bond 
{iSteedH V. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 537). As to accord and satisfaction 
generally, see title Contract, Vol. VIL, pp. 441 ct seq. 

Acknowledgment. See Statutes of Limitation, infra, 

Aggraration of damage. Sec p. 425, ante. 

Authority. Want of authority, if relied upon, should be specially pleaded 
(Byrd V. Nunn (1877), 7 Ch. D. 284, C. A.); but see Johnson v. Kenrley, 
[19081 2 K. B. 82, 514; and see title Aoenct, Vol. I., pp. 207, 233 — 236. 

Conceal d fraud. If this is relied upon as taking a case out of the 
Statutes of Limitation, it should be specially pleaded ; see titles Equity, 
Vol. XIII., p. 13; Limitation of Actions, Vol. XIX., pp. 143, 187; 
Misrepresentation and Fraud, Vol. XX., pp. 681, 732. 

Conditions precedent. See pp. 426, 427, ante. 

Conveyancing and Law of Propetiy Act, J88I (44 & 45 Viot. o. 41), s. 14, 
See title Lvndlord and Tenant, Vol. XVIII. , pp. 539, 640. 

Contributory negligence. See Wakelin v. London and South Western Rail, 
Co. (1886), 12 App. Cas 41 ; S.S, ** Pleiades ” (Owners) and Page (Master) 
V. Page (Master) and S.S. **Jane'' (Owners) and Lesser, [1891] A. C. 259, 
P. C. ; and see title Negligence, VoL XXL, pp. 446 et seq. 

Equitable defences. The defendant may set up any ground which for- 
merly would have entitled him to file a bill in Chancery to restrain plaintiff 
from proceeding with his action (Bankes v. Jarvis, [1903] 1 K. B. 649, 
562). As to particulars see p. 465, post. 

Estoppel. See title Estoppel, Vol. XIIT., pp. 321 eiseq. 

Fair comment, in an action for defamation, must be specially pleaded. 
As to particulars to be given, see p. 465, post; and see title Libel and 
Slander, Vol. XVIII., pp. 669 et seq. 

Fraud. This must always be specially pleaded with full particulars ; 
see p. 427, ante, and p. 456, post. 

Gaming Acts. These should be specially pleaded, but the court will 
refuse to assist a plaintiff who cannot maintain his action without showing 
that his claim is based on a gaming transaction (Seott v. Brown, Doeriug, 
ilcR ah & Co., Slaughter amd May v. Brown, Doering, McNab db Co., [1892] 

2 Q. B. 724, C. A.), and will strike out the statement of claim if admitted to 
be baaed on gaming and wagering transaotions (Fershaw v. Sievier (1904), 


(e) For note (e) see next page. 
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PUEADim, 


Saar. t. 
Defonoe. 

Pleading the 
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by statute. 


Oil. In every case in which a defendant pleads the general 
issue (/), intending to give the special matter in evidence by virtue 

21 T. L. B. 40, C. A,). See note on lUegaiUy, infra ; and see Luckett v, TTood 
(1908), 24 T. L. R. 617 ; FooUy v. O'Oannor (l912), 28 T. L. R. 460, C. A 
lUegaUty. This should be specially pleaded by the express terms of 
B, S. C., Ord. 19, r. 16 ; and see Clarke v. OaUow (1877), 46 L. J. (o n\ 
63, C. A. ; BvUivant v. A.-G. for Ftctom, [1901] A. (3. 196, 204, P. C. • 
but, if it comes to the knowledge of the court that an agreement relied on 
is tainted with illegality, the court will take notice of the illegality even 
though not pleaded {8coU v. Brown, Doering, MoNah Co., Slauqhter and 
May V, Brown, Doering, MoNah db Co,, n802] 2 Q. B. 724, C. A. ; Gedge v. 
Boyal Exchange Assurance Corporation, [1900] 2 Q. B. 214 ; Boyol Exchange 
Assurance Corporation v. Sjoforsakrings Vega, [1902] 2 K. B. 384, C. AT * 
ConncUy v. Consumere" Cordage Co. (1903), 89 L. T. 347, P. C. ; Kerahaw 
V. Sievier, supra ; Thomas v. Dey (1908), 24 T. L. B. 272 ; Be Bobinson^s 
Settlement, Gant v. Hobbs, [19121 1 Ch. 717, C. A.). 

Inevitable accident need not be specially pleaded (Bumbold v. London 
County Council (1909), 25 T. L. B. 541, 0. A.) ; and see title Negligence. 
V 0 I.XXI., p. 468. 

Judgment against one of two or more persons jointly liable, if relied upon 
as a merger, should be pleaded (McLeod v. Power, [1898] 2 Ch. 295 ; Edevain 
V. Cohen 0889), 43 Ch. D. 187, C. A. ; Houston v. Sligo (Marquis) (1885), 
29 Ch. D. 448, C. A.). 

Justification, in an action for defamation, must bo specially pleaded 
{Belt V. Lowes (1882), 51 L. J. (Q. b.) 359 ; see title Libel and Slander, 
Vol. XVIII., p. 669. 

Statute of Frauds Amendment Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 14), should be 
specially pleaded ; see Worthington <& Co. v. Belton (1902), 18 T. L. 11. 
438, C. A. ; and see titles Contract, Vol. VII., p. 491 ; Guarantee, 
Vol. XV., pp. 464 et seq. 

Money-lenders Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 61). The court will take cog- 
nisance of this as invalidating the plaintiff’s claim even though it is not 
specially pleaded, unless it can be shown that the plaintiff is taken by 
surprise (BeBohinson's Settlement, Oanty. Hobbs, supra). 

Non est factum should be specially pleaded (Foster v. Mackinnon (1869), 
L. R. 4C. P. 704 ; HowaUon v, Webb, [1908] 1 Ch. 1, C. A.) ; and see note (h), 
p. 432, ante ; title Misrepresentation and Fraud, Vol, XX., p. 739. 
Non-joinder of parties. This should not be pleaded ; see note (k), p.449, post. 
Part performance, if relied on to take a case out of the Statute of Frauds, 
should be specially pleaded (Maddison v.Alderson (1883), 8 App. Cas. 467) ; 
and see title Contract, Vol. VII., p. 379. 

Plaintiff's Utle to sue, if intended to be put in issue, must be denied in 
the defence. 

Eepresentative capacity of plaintiff, if intended to be contested, should 
bo denied in the defence (R. S. C., Ord. 21, r. 6). 

Bes judicata must he specially pleaded ; see supra : and see title 
Estoppel, Vol. XIII., p. 331. 

Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 7 1 ). See Statute of Frauds, infra. 
Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, c. 3), or Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (66 & 67 
Viot. 0 . 71), mi^t be specially pleaded if any reliance is placed on non- 
compliance with its provisions (Clarke v. Callow (1876). 46 L. J. (Q. B.) 53, 
[1891] I Ch. 384 ; and see note (i), p. 432, ante). 
0 / These ^ould be specially pleaded (Be Burge, 

GJlard v. lawrenson (1887), 67 L. T. 364), as should also facts to take the 
case out of the operation of the statutes, e,g., acknowledgment (Skeei r. 
Lindsay (1877), 2 Ex. D. 314 ; Gibbs v. Gwld (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 59, C. A. ; 
Betiemann v. Bctjemann, [1896] 2 Ch. 474, C. A. ; Bulli Coal Mining Co. 
V. Osborne, [1899] A. C. 361, P. C.); see title Limitation of Actions, 
Vol. XIX., pp. 182 et seq. 

(e) CrosfieU db Sons, Ltd. v. Manchester Ship Carnal Co. (1904), 90 L. T. 
567, 667, C. A. ; and see title Courts, Vol. Ix., pp. 12, 14. 

(/) That is to say, a plea of “Not guilty,” which was the ordinary plea by 
which, before the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet, c, 66), a deJfendant 
denied that he had committed an alleged tortious act or breach of contract 
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o( an Act of Parliameot, he must insert in the margin of his plead* 
ing the words " by statute ” (gi), together with the year of the reign 
in which the Act of Parlmment on which he relies was passed, and 
also the chapter and section of each Act, and mast specify whether 
such Act is public or not ; otherwise such defence is taken not 
to have been pleaded by virtue of amy Act of Parliament (A). If a 
defendant pleads " Not guilty by statute ” as aforesaid, he may not 

{ dead any other defence to the same cause of action without the 
eave of the court or a judge (i). 

912. No plea or defence in abatement may be pleaded (k). 

913. No defendant in an action for the recovery of land who is 
in possession by himself or his tenant need plead his title, unless 
his defence depends on an equitable estate or right, or he claims 
relief upon any equitable ground against any right or title asserted 
by the plaintiff ; but, except in the cases above mentioned, it is suffi- 
cient to state by way of defence that he is so in possession, and it 
is taken to be implied in such statement that he denies, or does not 
admit, the allegations of fact contained in the plaintiffs statement 
of claim. He may nevertheless rely upon any ground of defence 
which he can prove, except as hereinbefore mentioned (1), 

914. Where a defendant has appeared to a specially indorsed 
writ of summons (m), he must deliver his defence within ten days 


(g) The plea of “ Not guilty by statute can be pleaded only by certain 
public bodies and persons on whom the right so to plead has been conferred 
by statute. It enables a defendant to prove any fact or raise any con- 
struction that would support a defence. This privilege has in most cases 
been abolished by the Public Authorities Protection Act, 1893 (56 & 67 
Viet. o. 61), but as that Act has been held to apply only to public autho- 
rities (A,-6. V. Margate Pier cmd Harbour {Company of Proprietors), [1900] 
1 Ch. 749 ; see title Public Authorities anu public Officers ; Lyles v, 
SovUend’OnSea GorporcUion, [1905] 2 K. B. 1, 13, C. A.), it would seem 
that there are still cases where the privilege exists. It is wiser to plead 
bpecially in these cases. 

*h) R. S a, Ord. 21, r. 19. 

(i) Ibid., Ord. 19, r. 12. 

(A;) Ibid., Ord. 21, r. 20. A plea in abatement was a plea by which, 
before the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. o. 66), the defendant, while 
not denying the cause of action alleged by the plaintiff, pleaded that on 
some ground not going to the cause of action the plaintiff ought not to be 
allowed to proceed. For example, one of several joint debtors might have 
pleaded that his co-debtors had not been joined, and this would have been a 
good ground for the abatement of the action. All such points are now 
dealt with by means of appUcadons in chambers. If judgment has been 
signed against one of several joint defendants, that can be pleaded as a 
defence by the rest {Kendall v. Hamilton (1879), 4 App. Cas. 604 ; Brinsrnead 
V. Harrison (1872), L. R. 7 C. P. 647, Ex. Ch.), except in cases wkere 
judgment has been obtained imder R. S. C., Ord. 14, r. 6, or Ord. 13, 
r. 4, or Ord. 27, r. 3 ; and see titles Estoppel, VoL XIII., p. 336; Libel 
AND Slander, Vol. XVIII., p. 616, note (a). 

(1) R. S. C., Ord. 21, r. 21. Under this plea the defendant can prove 
any facts which establish a defence, e.g., insufficient notice to ^it, 
possessory title, or that the plaintiff has not the Ic^al estate 
McAnuUy (1883), 8 App. Cas. 466 ; AUen v. WooS (1893), 68 L. T. 143, 
C. A.). If he relies on an equitable interest in himself, he must specially 
plead it and give particulars {Sutcliffe v, James (1879), 40 L. T. 876). 

{m)I.e., uiMler R. S. C., Ord. 3, r. 6 ; see titles Judgments and Orders, 
Vol XVIII., pp. 190 0 t seg. ; Practice and Procedure. 
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Confession of 
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from the time limited for appearance, unlesd such time is extended 
by the court or a judge, or unless in the meantime the plaintiff 
serves a summons for judgment (n) or a summons for directions (o). 

Where the writ has been specially indorsed and leave has been 
given to a defendant to defend (p), he must deliver his defence, if 
any, within such time as is limited by the order giving him leave to 
defend ; or, if no time is thereby limited, within eight days after 
the order (q). 

916. When a statement of claim is delivered pursuant to an 
order, or in default of appearance (r), the defendant, unless other- 
wise ordered, must deliver his defence within such time if, any, as 
is specified in such order, or, if no time is so specified, within ten 
days from the delivery, or filing in default, of the statement of 
claim (7*), unless in either case the time is extended by the court or 
a judge (s). 

916. Any ground of defence (^) which has arisen after action 
brought ( 7 /), but before the defendant has delivered his defence, and 
before the time limited for his doing so has expired, may be raised 
by the defendant in his defence, either alone or together with other 
grounds of defence (a). 

917. Where any ground of defence arises after the defendant has 
delivered a defence, or after the time limited for his doing so has 
expired, the defendant may within eight days after such ground 
of defence has arisen, or at any subsequent time by leave of the 
court or a judge, deliver a further defence (t). 

918. Whenever any defendant, in his defence, or in any further 
defence, as in the last paragraph mentioned, alleges any ground of 


(n) I.e., under B. S. C., Ord. 14 ; see titles Judgments and Orders, 
Vol. XVIII., pp. 190 et seq, ; Practice and Procedure. 

(o) B. S. C., Ord. 21, r. 6. 

\p) l,e„ under ibid,, Ord. 14 ; see title Judgments and Orders, VoL 
XVIII., pp. 190 et sea, 

(q) B. S. C., Ord. 21, r. 7. 

(r) l,e„ under ibid., Ord. 13, r. 12 ; see p. 442, ante. 

(8) B. S. C., Ord. 21, r. 8. 

(t) This applies only to defences proper, not to matters of counterclaim 
{Beddall v. Maitland (1881), 17 Ch. D. 174, 181) ; and see note (d), p. 447, 
ante* 

(tt) Bankruptcy either of plaintiff or of defendant after action brought is 
such a ground of defence (Foster v. Oamgee (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 666 ; Herbert 
V. Sayer (1844), 6 Q. B. 966 ; Barker v. Johnson (1889), 60 L. T. 64) ; but 
a receiving order against the plaintiff without {^judication is not such 
a ground of defence (Bhodes v. Dawson (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 548, C. A. ; 
Be Berry, DuMeld v. WiJU^iams, [1896] 1 Ch. 939). If after action brought 
the plaintiff becomes bankrupt imd the trustee declines to proceed with 
the action, it may be stayed by an order in chambers (Warder v. Saunders 
(1882), 10 Q. B. I). 114). Performance after action on a contract a breach 
of which is alleged in the statement of claim is not such a ground of defence 
{Oalhinder v. Hawkins (1877), 2 C. P, D. 692). 

(a) B. S. C., Ord. 24, r. 1. 

(b) Ibid., T. 2. Such a plea, before the Judicatuie Act, 1873 (36 & 37 
Viet. 0 . 66), was called a plea puia darrein eontinuanee, and was a waiver ol 
all previous pleas ; it is said to still have this effect (Foster v. Oamges 
supra). 
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defence which has arisen after the commencement of the action, the 
plaintiff may deliver a confession of such defence (c), and may 
thereupon sign judgment for his costs (d) up to the time of the 
pleading of such defence, unless the court or a judge, either before 
or after the delivery of such confession, otherwise orders (e). 

919. A defendant in an action may set off or set up by way of 
counterclaim against the claim alleged by the plaintiff any right or 
claim, whether such set-off or counterclaim (/) sounds in damages or 
not, and such set-off or counterclaim has the same effect as a cross- 
action, so as to enable the court to pronounce a final judgment in 
the same action, both on the original and on the cross-claim ; but 
the court or a judge may, on the application of the plaintiff before 
trial, refuse permission to the defendant to avail himself of such 
set-off or counterclaim if in the opinion of the court or a judge 
it cannot be conveniently disposed of in the pending action, or 
ought not to be allowed (p). 

920. If the plaintiffs claim (h) is only for a debt or liquidated 
demand and the defendant does not, within the time allowed for 
that purpose, deliver a defence, the plaintiff may, at the expiration 
of such time, enter final judgment for the amount claimed, with 
costs (i). If one of several defendants in such an action makes such 


(r) Which confession may be in Form No. 6 of K. S. C., Appendix B, 
with such variations as circumstances may require. The form given is ; 
** The plaintiff confesses the defence stated in the paragraph of tho 

defendant’s defence ** [or “ further defence ”]. On the delivery of such a 
confession the defendant cannot insist on the other defences being tried 
out (Wood V. Goodwin, [1884] W. N. 17). When the plaintiff confesses tho 
new defence, the court can look at the old defence for the purpose of seeing 
whether the plaintiff hould be deprived of costs (Rarrison v. Abergavenny 
(Marquis) (1887), 67 L. T. 360). 

(d) The right to sign judcrment for costs is not absolute (Houghton v. 
Tottenham Forest Gate Bail. Co., [1892] W. N. 88 ; Bridgetown Water- 
works Co. V. Barbados Water Supply Co. (1888), 38 Ch. D. 378 ; Rarrison v. 
Abergavenny (Marquis) (1887), 67 L. T. 360 ; Hopkins v. Vickers (1887), 3 
T. L. B. 610, C. A. ). There is no appeal from a refusal of a judge to allow a 
plaintiff to sign judgment for his costs under this rule (Perkins v. Beresford 
(1882), 47 L. T. 616) ; and see title Practice and Procedure. 

Where judgment is signed under this rule, an end is put to the litigation 
as it stands at the time of the confession, and the plaintiff cannot afterward 
bring a fresh action on a claim which he might have set up in the action in 
wM<m he has confessed the defence (Newinfion v. Levy (1870), L. R. 6 C. P. 
607 ; Bennett v. Gamgee (1876), 2 Ex. D. 11, 14). If the plaintiff becomes 
bankrupt and, on the defendant pleading the bankruptcy proceedings in 
bar, confesses the defence of bankruptcy, such a confession does not, 
however, bar a fresh action by the trustee (Bennett y. Garngee, supra). If 
a plaintiff under this rule confesses the defence and signs judgment for his 
costs against one of two co-defendants, he cannot afterwards proceed 
against the other (PasoaU v. Horsley (1828), 3 C. d? P. 372). 

(e) R. S. C., Ord. 24, r. 3. 

(jT) For the law as to set-off and counterclaim, see title Set-off and 
Counterclaim ; and see title Guarantee, Vol. XV., p. 608. 


(g) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 3. 

Ch) This does not include a counterclqim ; see Jones v. Macaulay, [1891] 
1 Q. B. 221, C. A. ; BoberU v. Booth, [1893] 1 Ch. 62. 

(t) R. S. C., Ord. 27, r. 2 ; and, as to default generally, see title 
Judgments anp Orders, Vol XVIII., pp. 184 et seq. 
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default, the plaintiff may enter judgment against him and issue 
execution without prejudice to his right to proceed with his action 
against the other defendants (k). 

92t If the plaintiff’s claim is for pecuniary damages only, or for 
detention of goods with or without a claim for pecuniary damages, 
and the defendant, or all the defendants if more than one, make 
default as aforesaid in delivering defence, the plaintiff may enter an 
interlocutory judgment against the defendant or defendants, as the 
case may be, and a writ of inquiry will issue to assess the value of 
the goods and the damages, or the damages only (Z), as the case 
may be, unless the court or a judge orders the value and amount 
of the damages, or either of them, to be ascertained in any other 
way which the court may direct (?n). But if there are several 
defendants in such an action, and one or more, but not all, of the 
defendants make default as aforesaid, the plaintiff may enter an 
interlocutory judgment against such defendant or defendants, and 
proceed with his action against the others, and the value and 
amount of damages against the defendant or defendants so making 
default will be assessed at the trial of the action or issues against 
the other defendant or defendants, unless the court or a judge 
otherwise orders (n). 

922. If the plaintiff’s claim is for a debt or liquidated demand, 
and also for pecuniary damages, or for detention of goods with or 
without a claim for pecuniary damages, and any defendant makes 
default as aforesaid in delivering defence, the plaintiff may enter 
final judgment for the debt or liquidated demand, and also enter 
interlocutory judgment for the damages and, where there is a claim 
for detention of goods, for the value of the goods, and the case 
then proceeds as above mentioned (o). 

923. In an action for recovery of land, if the defendant makes 
default as aforesaid in delivering defence, the plaintiff may enter a 
judgment that the person whose title is asserted in the writ of 
summons shall recover possession of the land, with his costs (p). If 
in such an action the plaintiff has also indorsed on his writ a claim 
for mesne profits, or arrears of rent, or double value in respect of 
the premises claimed, or any part of them, or damages for breach 
of contract, or wrong or injury to the premises claimed, and the 
defendant, or any of the defendants, if there are more than one, 
makes such default, the plaintiff may enter interlocutory judgment 


(k) R. S. 0., Ord. 27, r. 3. As to enforcing judgment by execution, see, 
generally, title Execution, VoL XIV., pp. 1 et aeq. 

(l) If a sum is specified in the statement ot claim as damages, and the 
ju]^ award a larger sum, the plaintiff cannot enter judgment for such laiger 
sum without obtaining leave to amend the statement of claim (OhatteuY. 
“Doily Jfoa»* Pitmahtng Co. (1901), 18 T. L. R. 165, C. A.). 

(m) R. S. C., Ord. 27, r. 4. 

(n) Ibid., r. 6. As to interlocutory judgments generally, see title 
Judgments and Ordbbs, VoL XYIll., pp. 178 et eeq. 

(o) R. S. C., Ord. 27, r. 6 ; and see the text, awpra. 

ip) R. S. C., Ord. 27, r. 7. 
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against such defendant or defendants and proceed as above men* 
tioned (q). 

924. If the plaintiff’s claim be for a debt or liquidated demand, 
for pecuniary damages only, or for the detention of goods, with or 
without a claim for pecuniary damages, or for any of such matters, 
or for the recovery of land, and the defendant delivers a defence 
which purports to offer an answer to part only of the plaintill’s 
alleged cause of action, the plaintiff may, by leave of the court or a 
judge, enter judgment, final or interlocutory, as the case may be, as 
above mentioned (r), for the part unanswered ; provided that tlie 
unanswered part consists of a separate cause of action, or is sever- 
able from the rest, as in the case of part of a debt or liquidated 
demand ; but where there is a counterclaim, execution on any such 
judgment as above mentioned in respect of the plaintiff’s claim 
cannot issue without the leave of the court or a judge (s). 

926. In all other actions than those above mentioned, if the 
defendant makes default in delivering a defence (f), the plaintiff 
may set down the action on motion for judgment, and obtain such 
judgment as upon the statement of claim the court or a judge 
considers the plaintiff to be entitled to (t/). 

Sect. 8. — Particulars. 

926. A further and better statement of the claim or defence, or 
further and better particulars of any matter stated in any pleading, 
notice, or written proceeding requiring particulars, may in all cases 
be ordered (a) upon such terms as to costs and otherwise as may be 
just (h). 

927. The function of particulars is to limit the generality of 
the allegations in the pleadings (c), and thus to define the issues 
which have to be tried and as to which discovery must be given (d). 


(q) R. S. C., Ord. 27, r. 8 ; and see p. 452, ante ; and generally, as 
to actions for recovery of land, see titles Landlokd and Tenant, 
Vol. XVIII., pp. 658 et seq. ; Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(r) See p. 462, ante, 

(8) R. S. C.. Ord. 27, r. 9. 

(0 This rule applies where the defendant has delivered a defence and 
gets leave to withdraw it (Cooper-Dean v. Badham, [1908] W. N. 100). 

(M) R. S. C., Ord. 27, r. 11. 

(a) The order is only made where a special application has been made 
to the court or a judge. Such application is made under the summons 
for directions ; see title Practice and Procedure. 

(b) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 7. Particulars are a pleading within the meaning 
of ibid,, Ord. 26, r. 4, which deals with striking out pleadings (Davey v. 
Beniinck, [1893] 1 Q. B. 186, C. A.), and a party is bound by them as by a 
pleading (United Telephone Co, v. Smith, Same v. Mitchell (1890), 61 L. T. 
617 ; Arnold and Bauer v. Bottomley, [1908] 2 K, B. 161, 166, C. A.). 

(o) Saunders v. Jones (1877), 7 Ch. D. 436, C. A., per Thesiger, L.J., at 
p. 461 ; Hewson v. Cleeve, [1904] 2 I. R. 636, 666, C. A. ; Temperum v. 
Euss^ (1893), 9 T. L. R. 319, C. A. 

(d) Yorkshire Provident Life Assurance Co. v. OUbert and Rivinaton, 
[189^ 2Q, B. 148, C. A. ; Arnold and Butler v, Bottomley, [1908] 2 K. B, 


Beot. 8. 
Defence. 

Defence in 
answer to 
part only of 
claim. 


Default in 
other cases. 


When 

ordered. 


Function of 
particulars. 




464 


Pleading. 


Sect. 8^* 
Particiilars. 
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required. 


Each parij is entitled to know the case that is intended to be made 
against him at the trial, and to have such particulars of his 
opponent’s case as will prevent him from being taken by 
surprise (e). 

928. No precise rule can be laid down as to the degree of 
particularity required in any given case, but as much certainty and 
particularity is insisted on as is reasonable having regard to 
the circumstances and the nature of the acts alleged (/). 


(e) Young <& Co. v. Scottish Union and N ationallnsurance Co. (1907), 
24 T. L. K. ’73, C. A. ; Spedding v. FUzpatrick (1889), 38 Ch. D. 410, C. A. ; 
Newport (Mon.) Slipway Dry Dock and Engineering Co. v. Faynter (1886), 
34 Cn. D. 88, C. A. ; Uennessy v. Wright (1888), 67 L. J. (Q. B.) 694, C. A. ; 
The Eory (1882), 7 P. D. 117, C. A. ; Duke dh Sons v. Wisden Co. (1897), 
77 L. T. 67, 68, C. A. ; Philipps v. Philipps (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 127, 139, 
C. A. 

(f) “ To insist upon less would be to relax old and intelligible principles. 
To insist on more would be the vainest pedantry {Ratcliffs v. Evans, 
[1892] 2 Q. B. 624, C. A., per Bowen, L.J., at p. 633). Whenever either 
party imputes fraud, negligence or misconduct to his opponent the facts 
must be stated with especial particularity. So when a defendant in an 
action for defamation justifies the charge, he must set out all the facts 
which he intends to prove as showing that the charge is true. See p. 466, 
post. 

There are many decided cases which illustrate the general principles 
underlying the law as to particulars, and show how these principles have 
been applied in individual cases. These decisions may lor convenience of 
reference be arranged under headings as follows ; — 

Account. — ^Where only an account is asked for, particulars will not be 
ordered, but where a specific sum is claimed particulars must be given 
showing how such sum is made up (Blackie v. Osmaston (1884), 28 Ch. D. 
119, 123, C. A. ; Augustinus v. Rerinckx (1880), 16 Ch. D. 13, 17, C. A. ; 
Carr v. Anderson (1901), 18 T. L. R. 206, C. A.). If, however, it is 
unnecessary to take an account the court may order particulars^ to bo 
^iven {Kemp v. Goldberg (1887), 36 Ch. D. 605); and see p. 427 ante. 

Admiralty. — See title Admiralty, Vol. I., pp. 93 (preliminary act), 100, 
109, 133. 

Adultery. — See title Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., p. 612 . 

Agreement. — See Contract, p. 465, post. 

Assignment. — If a plaintiff sues in his own name under the Judicature 
Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 26 (0), he must in his statement of claim set 
out the facts sufficient to bring him within such provision {Seeary. Lawson 
(1880), 16 Ch. D. 121, C. A. ; Bead v. Brown (1888), 22 Q. B. D. 128, 
C. A.); and see title Choses in Action, Vol. IV., pp. 367, 373). But a 
special indorsement of a writ maybe sufficient for the purposes of R. S. C., 
Ord. 14, although there be no averment that notice of assignment was given 
{Satchwell V. Clarke (1892), 66 L. T. 641, C. A. ; BradUyy. Chamberlyn, 
[1893] 1 Q. B. 439, 441, 442). As to assignee of a reversion, see Recovery 
of Land, p. 468, post. 

Belief. — If a person alleges that he had reasonable grounds for belief of a 
certain state of things, he may be ordered to give particulars {Alman v. 
Oppert, [1901] 2 K. B, 676, C. A. ; and see Fitzgerald v. Campbell (1866), 
16L. T. 74). 

Condition of Mind. — ^This may be alleged as a fact without setting out 
the oircumsta^ces from which it is to be inferred (R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 22) ; 
and see p. 427, ante. 

Condition Precedent. — See p. 426, ante. Particulars must be dven 
(Abbs y. Matheson db Co, (1898), 104 L. T. Jo. 268; compare Hoptey v. 
Tarvin PomA Council (1910), 74 J. P. 209). 

Oonepiracy . — In an action for conspiiing to induce persons by threats to 
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break their contracts, the defendants are entitled to particulars stating; the 
name of each such person, the kind of threat used in each case, when and by 
whom eiwh such threat was made and whether verbally or in writing, and, 
if in writing, identifying the document (Temperton v. Bussell (1893), 9 
T. L. R. 319; and see title Trade and Trade Unions). 

Contract. — See p. 427, ante. Where a contract is relied on, the pleader 
must state whether it is express or implied. If express he must state 
whether verbal or in writing, and identify the document if it is in writing. 
The date and names of parties must be given {Turquand v. Fearon (1879), 
48L. J.(Q.B.) 703; Abhsv. 3/at^c«on <9 5o. (1898), 104 L. T. Jo. 208; Smith 
V. West, [1876] W. N. 55) ; and see title Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 327 et seq. 

Contributory Negligence. — ^The defendant should give particulars of the 
facts relied upon as supporting such a plea. The court will order them, if 
some good reason for such an order is shown (Toppin v. Belfast Corpora- 
tion, [1909] 2 I. R. 181, C, A. ; Martin v. M*Taggart, [1906] 2 I. R. 120) ; 
and see title Negligence, Vol. XXL, p. 445 et seq. ; p. 447, ante. 

Credit. — Where a plaintiff wishes to give credit in his statement of claim 
he should not do so for a lump sum, but should set out the items which make 
up such sum (Qodden v. Corsten (1879), 5 C. P. D. 17 ; Kemp v. Goldberg 
(1887), 36 Ch. D. 506h 

Cruelty. — See title Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., p. 512. 

Damages. — No particulars need be given of general damages (London and 
Northern Bank v. George Newnes, Ltd. (1900), 16 T. L. R. 433, C. A.) ; 
and see title Damages, Vol. X., p. 346. As to special damage, see Special 
Damage, p. 458, post. 

Defamation. — ^Particulars must be given of the persons to whom, and the 
dates when, the words complained of were published (Davey v. Bentinck, 
[1893] 1 Q. B. 185, C. A. ; Bosellev. Buchanan (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 656; 
Bradbury v. Cooper (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 94). An application for such 
particulars must do made promptly (Gouraud v. Fitzgerald (1888), 37 W. R. 
265). If the words have been published in a newspaper, or otherwise to 
the public at largo, names of persons need not be given, but the mode of 
publication must be alleged (Wingard v. Cox, [187^ W. N. 106). If the 
words were spoken in a public room, the plaintiff must give the best 
particulars ho can of the names of those present (Williams v. Bamsdale 
(1887), 36 W. R. 125). If they are contained in a telegram, publication 
will be presumed until the contrary is proved (Sadgrove v. Hole, [1901 1 
2 K. B. 1, C. A.). But if all the names of the persons to whom publica- 
tion has been made are not known to the plaintiff, he may plead that he 
is unable to give better particulars until after discovery (Bussell v. Stubbs, 
Ltd. (1908), 52 Sol. Jo. 580, II. L. ; and see title Libel and Slander, 
Vol. XVIII., p. 657, note (s) ). As to Fair Comment, Justification, and 
Privilege, see infra, and p. 457, post. As to Mitigation of Damages, see 
p. 426, ante, and notes thereto. No particulars will be ordered in support 
of an innuendo (Heaton v. Qoldney, [1910] 1 K. B. 764, 757, C. A.). 

Delusions. — See R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 26 a. 

Equitable Interest. — ^This must be specially pleaded, and full particulars 
given to show how the equitable interest arises (Sutcliffe v. James (1879), 
40 L. T. 876). 

Extraordinary Traffic. — ^Where the plaintiff alleged that a sum claimed 
as extraordinary expenses of repairing a highway was arrived at by deduct- 
ing from the actual expense of repair the average expense of repairing 
similar highways in the neighbourhood he was ordered to give particulars 
of the names of the similar highways and the average cost of repairing 
each of them (Colchester Corporation v. Gepp, [1912] 1 K. B. 477). 

Fair Comment. — ^Particulars must be given showing the basis of comment 
(Walker (Peter) dt Son, Ltd. v. Hodgson, [1909] 1 K. B. 239, 243). If a 
defendant pleads that the statements of fact he has made are true and his 
expressions of opinion fair comment, the usual order is for particulars of 
the facts relied on as showing that the statements of fact are true (Fleming 
V. Dollar (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 388 ; Yorkshire Provident Life Assurance Co. 
V. Gilbert and Bivin^, [1896] 2 Q. B. 148, C. A.). If, however, the 
statements of fact are merely the reproduction of the plaintiffs own 
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words, the defendant will not be ordered to rive particulars showins that 
they are true (Dighy v. FimmeM New$, Ltd., [1907] 1 K. B. 602, 6. A. ; 
Lyons v. Financial News, Ltd, (1909), 63 Sol, Jo. 671, C. A.) ; and see 
title Libel and Slander, Vol. XVIII., p. 699. 

False Entries. — ^A party alleging that entries in his opponent’s books or 
documents are false must give particulars stating which entries are objected 
to and the nature of the objection to each of them {Newport (Mon.) 8Up^ 
wny Dry Dock and Engineering Co. v. Paynter (1886), 34 Ch, D. 88, C. A, ; 
flnrhord v. Monk (1878), 38 L. T. 411). 

Fatal Accidents Act. — ^A plaintiff suing under the Fatal Accidents Act, 

1 846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 93), must deliver with the statement of claim a full 
particular of the person or persons for whom and on whose behalf such 
action shall be brought, and of the nature of the claim in respect of which 
damages shall be sought to be recovered ** (ibid., s. 4) ; and see title 
Negligence, Vol. XXI., p. 456. 

Fraud. — General allegations of fraud are not permitted (Wallingford v. 
Mutual Socieiy (1880), 6 App. Cas. 686, 697). Where the assignee of a 
chose in action sues, the defendant cannot set up in defence that the* 
assignment was obtained by the fraud of a third person (Staffordshire 
Financial Co. v. Bill (1909), 63 Sol. Jo. 446, 11. L.). The party who alleges 
fraud must do so clearly and specifically, and with full particulars ; see 
p. 425, ante. Thus a party alleging misrepresentation must give the date 
of each misrepresentation and state by whom it was made, and whether 
verbally or in writing, and, if in writing, identify the document (Seligmann 
V. Young, [1884] W. N. 93 ; Symonds v. CUy Bank (1886), 34 W. R. 364 ; 
Briton Medical and General Life Association v. Britannia Fire Association 
and Whvnruty (1888), 69 L. T. 888). In certain cases, where the plaintiff 
cannot know the details of the fraud, the court will allow particulars to 
be postponed until after discovery (Whyte v. Ahrens (1884), 26 Ch. D. 717, 
C. A. ; Leitch v. Abbott (1886), 31 Ch. D. 374, C. A. ; Waynes Merthyr Co. 
V. Badford (D.) <& Co., [1896] 1 Ch. 29) ; and see title Misrepresentation 
AND Fraud, Vol. XX., pp. 724, 740, 742. 

Goods Sold and Delivered. — The date and amount of each delivery should 
be set out (Parpaite Frires v. Dickinson ( 1878), 38 L. T. 178). If a plaintiff 
alleges that the prices are fair and reasonable, a defendant who merely 
traverses such allegation cannot be ordered to gi^<^ particulars in support 
of his traverse (James v. Eadnor County Council (1890), 6 T. L. R. 240) ; 
and see title Sale of Goods. 

Heirship Pedigree. — ^The claimant must show in his pleading how he is heir 
(Palmer Y. Palmer, [1892] 1 Q. B. 319). He must give the best pedigree he 
can from the materials in his possession (Blacklidge v. Anderton, [IS93]W. N. 
112). As to pedigrees as evidence, see title Evidence, Vol. XIII., p. 469. 

Highway. — If in an action of trespass to land the defendant justifies on 
the ground that there is a right of way over the land, and that he was law- 
fuUv using the same, he need not particulars showing the course of the 
path. If it is a public highway he need not state the termini, but, if it is a 
private w^, he must give the terminus a quo and the terminus ad quern 
(Bouse V. Bardin (1790), 1 Hy. Bl. 351 ; and see title Highways, Streets, 
AND Bridges, Vol. XVI., p. 140). Formerly it was the rule that the 
mode of dedication need not be alleged ( WiUiams v. Wilcox ( 1 838], 8 Ad. & £1. 
314, 331); but now particulars must be given of the facts, other than 
user bv the public, r^ed on as showing dedication, and, where the defen- 
dant alleges that the plaintiff, or his predecessors, had dedicated a highway, 
he may be ordered to give the names and dates of the acts of dedication or 
declarations of intention to dedicate, and the names of the persons to whom 
such dedications were made (Spedding v. Fitzpatrick (1889), 38 Ch. D. 410, 
C. A.). 

Immaterial Allegations. — ^No particulars of such allegations will be 
ordered (Cave v. Torre (1886), 64 L. T. 616, C. A. ; General Stock Exchange 
V. Bethell (1886), 2 T. L. R. 683). 

InevUabU Accident. — ^No particulars are necessary. The defence can be 
raised at trial without being pleaded at all (Bumbold v. London County 
Council (1909), 26 T. L. R. 641, C. A. ; and see title Nequgsncx, Vol. 
XXI., p. 467). 
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Insurance. — In an action on a fire policy, particulars showing the cause 
and place of origin of fire will not be ordered (Young v, Scottish Union and ^^ ^cui ars* 
NaHondl Insurance Co. (1907), 24 T. L. R. 73, C. A.); and, as to such 
claims, see title Insurance, YoL XVII. p. 530). 

^ /n(snfu>n.~-Where fraudulent intention is alleged no particulars need be 
given of the circumstances from which it is to be inferred (R. S. C., Ord. 19, 
r. 22 ; and see Condition of Mind, p. 454, ante). 

Justification. — defendant must give full particulars of the facts he relies 
on as showing that a defamatory statement is true, if required, to prevent 
the plaintiff from being taken by surprise (see title Libel and Slander, 

Vol. XVIII., p. 673 ; Emden v. Bums (1894), 10 T. L. R. 400 ; Arnold and 
BuUer v. Bottomley, [1908] 2 K. B. 151, C. A.). 

Libel. — ^Where the libel complained of is of great length a plaintiff may 
be ordered to give particulars of the portions which he contends are untrue 
(Oakey Roll v. Bryes (1890), 6 T. L. R. 284). 

Lump Sums. — Whenever a lump sum is claimed or credited, particulars 
showing how the lump sum is made up must be given {PhUipps v. Philipps 
(1878), 4 Q. B. D. 127, 131, C. A. ; Godden v. Coraten (1879), 5 C. P. D. 

17 ; Hall v. Symons (1892), 92 L. T. Jo. 337, C. A.). If the claim is for 
money paid, the particulars must show when and to whom each item was 
paid (Gunn v. Tucker (1891), 7 T. L. R. 280; and see title Contract, 

Vol. VII., pp. 444 et seg.). If the claim is based on different grounds, e.g., 
carriage ana warehousing of goods, and work and labour done, the parti- 
culars must show how much is claimed on each ground, and when and how 
each such claim arose (ibid. ; and see Sedgwick v. Yedras Mining Co. (1887), 

4 T. L. R. 17 ; Mansion Rouse Association on Railway and Canal Trafiio 
for the United Kingdom v. Great Western Bail. Co., [1895] 2 Q. B. 141, 

C. A.). 

Malice. — ^No particulars need be given of the circumstances from which 
malice is to be inferred (R. S C., Ord. 19, r. 22 ; and see Intention, supra. 

Misconduct. — In an action for wrongful dismissal, particulars must be 
given of the misconduct relied upon as entitling the defendant to dismiss 
the plaintiff (Saunders v. Jones (1877), 7 Ch. D. 435, C. A. ; Benbow v. Low 
(1880), 16 Ch. D. 93, C. A. ; Marshall v. Inter-Oceanic Steam Yachting Co. 

0885), 1 T. L. R. 394); and as to such grounds, see title Master and 
Servant, Vol. XX., pp. 98, 105. 

Misrepresentation. — See Fraud, p. 456, ante. 

Money Claims. — See Credit, p. 455, ante; Lump Sums, supra. 

Negligence. — A person alleging negligence must set out the respects in 
which he alleges his opponent was negligent, as well as the facts which show 
a duty to take care (Gaulret v. Egeiion (1867), L. R. 2 C. P. 371 ; West Band 
Central Gold Mining Co. v. B., [1905] 2 K. B. 391, 400) ; and see p. 424, 
ante, and title Negligence, VoL XXI., p. 357. 

Notice. — Where it is material to allege notice to a person of any matter or 
fact, this maybe alleged without setting out the tacts Irom which such 
notice is to be inferred, unless the precise facts are material (R. S. C. 

Ord. 19, r. 23); and see p. 427, ante. 

Passing-off. — Where a plaintiff alleges that a defendant has induced 
persons to purchase the defendant*s goods as and for those of the plain till, 
he must mve the names and addresses of such persons (Rumphries & Co. 

V. Taylor Vrug Co. (1888), 39 Ch. D. 693); and see title Trade Marks, 

Trade Names, and Designs. 

Patents. — As to particulars in actions for revocation, and as to particu- 
lars of breaches and objections in actions for infringement, see title 
Patents and Inventions, pp. 206, 216 et seq., ante. 

Payment into Court. — ^V^ere the plaintiff claims in respect of several 
causes of action, and the defendant makes a payment into court, he must 
give particulars showing in respect of which cause of action the payment in 
IS made (James Tucker Steamship Co. v. Lamport and RoU (1906), 23 
T. L. R. 10, C* A.) ; and see title Practice and Procedure. Similarly, 
where there are several heads of claim (Orient Steam Navigation Co. v. 

Ocean Marine Insurance Co. (1886), 34 W. R. 442 ; Bowe v. KeVy (1888), 

69 L. T. 139 ; BouJUon v. RovJder Brothers d Co. (1903), 19 T. L. R. 685 
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Where the names of persons present are essential to a complete 
statement of the case to be met, it is no ground for refusing to 
order particulars of such names that the party against whom such 
order is made will be compelled to disclose the names of bis 
witnesses (^f). 

Sect. 4. — Rejily and Subsequent Pleadings. 

929. No reply may be delivered unless by order or by leave ()i). 

No pleading subsequent to reply other than a joinder of issue 
may be pleaded without the leave of the court or a judge, and then 
only upon such terms as the court or a judge thinks fit(t). 


C. A.). Where there are several plaintiffs, a defendant who pays into court 
may be ordered to apportion the sum among them (Benning v. Ilford Oa§ 
Co„ [1907] 2 K. B. 290). 

Frivilege. — ^Particulars must be given showing how and why the occasion 
is privileged (Elkington v. London Association for the Protection of Trade 
(1911), 27 T. L. R. 329, C. A. ; Simmonds v. J)unne (1871), 6 1. R. C. L. 
358, 362); and see title Libel and Slander, Vol. XVIII., pp. 677 el seq. 

Eecovery of Land. — ^The plaintiff, if he has not been in possession, must 
set out the facts which show his title {Philipps v, Philipps (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 
127, C. A. ; Darhyshire v. Leigh, [1896] 1 Q. B. 654, C. A.); and see title 
Landlord and Tenant, Vol. XVIII., p. 658. If ho claims as assignee of 
the reversion he must give particulars of the devolution of the estate to 
himself (Davis v. James (1884), 26 Ch. D. 778). 

Bight of Way. — ^As to a public right of way, see Highway^ p. 456, ante. 
If a party alleges a private right of way ho must set out the terminus a quo 
and the terminus ad quern of such way (Bouse v. Bardin (1790), 1 Hy. Bl. 
351), and the title under which he claims the right (Harris v. Jenkins 
(1882), 22 Ch. D. 481 ; see also Pledge & Sons v. Pomfret (1905), 74 L. J. 
(cn.) 357); and see title Easements and Profits a Prendre, Vol. XI , 
p. 267. 

Seduction. — As a rule the court does not order the plaintiff to give par- 
ticulars of immoral intercourse with the defendant, unless the latter states 
on oath that no such intercourse has taken place ; see title Master and 
Servant. Vol. XX., p. 274 ; but see Kelly v. Briggs (1888), 86 L. T. Jo. 78. 

Special Damage. — ^No evidence can be given of special damage unless 
such damage has been alleged in the statement of claim; see title 
Damages, Vol. X., p. 346. Where such damage is alleged the plaintiff 
will be ordered to give full particulars (Bluck v. Lovering (1885), 1 T. L. R. 
497 ; Dimsdale v. Goodlake (1876), 40 J. P. 792 ; Watson v. North Metro- 
politan Tramways Co. (1886), 3 T. L. R. 273). If the loss of speeiOo 
customers is alleged the names must be given, but if only a general 
diminution of business is alleged names need not be given (Evans v. 
Harries (1866), 1 IL & N. 261 ; Baicliffe v. Evans. [1892] 2 Q. B. 524, 
C. A.); and see title Libel and Slander, Vol. XVIII., p. 718. 

Breach of Trust. — Full particulars of the actual breaches complained of 
must be given, and the plaintiff will not be allowed at the trial to complain 
of breaches outside the particulars given in the statement of claim (Be 
AnsUce, Ansiice v. TJibhell (1886), 33 W. R. 557 ; Be Wrightson, Wrightson 
V. Cooke, [190y 1 Ch. 789, 799 ; and compare Be Symons, Luke v. Tonkin 
(1882), 21 Ch. D. 767 ; Smith v. Armitage (1883), 24 Ch. D. 727) ; and see 
title Trusts and Trustees. 

Work and Labour done. — ^Pull particulars must be given ; see Lump 
Bums, p. 457, ante ; and see title Work and Labour. 

Wron^ut Dismissal. — ^As to justifying a dismissal, see Justification, 
and Misconduct, p. 457, ante. 

(g) Zierenberg v. Labouehere, [1893] 2 Q. B. 183, 187, C. A. ; Bishop v. 
Biihm, £1901] P. 325. 

(M R, S. C., Ord. 23, r. L 

(f) IMd., r. 3. 
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930. A plaintiff must deliver his reply, if any, within the time 
specified in the order giving leave to deliver a reply, or, if no time 
is specified, within ten days after the defence, or the last of the 
defences, has been delivered, unless the time is extended by the 
court or a jud^e(A:). 

Every pleading subsequent to reply must be delivered within the 
time specified in the order giving leave to deliver the same, or if no 
time is specified, then within four days after the delivery of the 
previous pleading, unless the time is extended by the court or a 
judge (/). 

931. If the plaintiff does not deliver a reply, or any party does 
not deliver any subsequent pleading within the period allowed for 
that purpose, the pleadings are deemed to be closed, and all material 
statements of fact in the pleading last delivered are deemed to have 
been denied and put in issue (»«). 

932. A plaintiff by his reply must raise all matters on which he 
intends to rely in rebuttal of the allegations contained in the 
defence (n) and which under the rules hereinbefore set out should 
be specially pleaded(o), and also his defence to any counterclaim (j)) 
raised by the defendant with his defence (q). 

933. If, after a defence has been delivered, any ground of defence 
arises to any set-off or counterclaim alleged therein by the defen- 
dant, it may be raised by the plaintiff in his reply, either alone or 
together with any other ground of reply (r). 

Where any defence to any set-off or counterclaim arises after 
reply, or after the time limited for delivering a reply has expired, 
the plaintiff may, within eight days after such ground of reply has 
arisen, or at any subsequent time by leave of the court or a judge, 
deliver a further reply (s). 


(A) R. S. C., Ord. 23, r. 2. 

(l) Ibid,f r. 3. The names of the pleadings subsequent to reply under 
the old system of pleading wore rejoinder (by defendant), surrejoinder 
(by plaintiff), rebutter (by defendant), surrebutter (by plaintiff), and these 
names would still be used were such pleadings required (R. S. C., Ord. 72, 
r. 2). Leave to deliver a special rejoinder is not given unless such pleading 
is really required (Harry v. Davey (1876), 34 L. T. 842 ; Norris v. Beazley 
(1877), 35 L. T. 845). 

(m) R. S. C., Ord. 27, r. 13. 

(n) Ibid., Ord. 10, r. 2. 

(o) See pp. 425 et seq,, and 447 et seq., ante. 

(p) See title Set-off and Counterclaim. The plaintiff may include in 
his reply any counterclaim by way of defence to the defendant’s counter- 
claim, although the matter was not included in his statement of claini, 
provided he does not put it forward by way of an independent claim 
{Benton, Gibbs & Co., Ltd. v. NeviUe dt Co., [1900] 2 Q. B. 181, C. A ) 

(g) R. S. C., Ord. 19, r. 2. 

(r) Ibid., Ord. 24, r. 1. 

( 3 ) Ibid., r. 2. 


Sect i . 
Reply and 
Bubsequent 
Plead^« 

Time for 
delivery. 


Effect of 
default. 


Contend of 
reply. 


Defence to 
set-off or 
counter- 
claim arising 
after defence 
or after reply. 
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Bee Agency; Pawns and Pledges, 


PLENE ADMINI8TRAVIT. 

Hee Exbcotobb and Administbatoks. 


PLENIPOTENTIARIES. 

Sec Conflict of Laws ; Constitutional Law. 


POACHING. 

See Animals ; Game. 


POISONS. 


Bee Agbicultube ; Criminal Law and Paocbdurb ; Medicine 

AND Pharmacy. 
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for Arreit . - - - 

Bail . - - - 

Billeting Troops 
ConstdbleSf Protection of - 


Ccmnty and Borough Coundh - 
Criminal Law in General - 

Distress - - 

False Imprisonment - - - 

Home Secretary - - - 

Jusfires of the Peace - - - 

Malicious Prosecution 

Metropolitan Polue Macjisi rates • 

Motor Cars - - 

Police Courts - - - - 

Poli<e Rate - - - - 

Itestitution of Proper! ti in Hands of 
Police ------ 

Search Warrant . - - . 

Standing Joint Committee - - - 

Street Offences - - - - - 

Summary Jurindidiont Courts of 
Watch Committee - - - - 

Watch Hate - - - - - 


See title Orimikal tiAW and t^RO« 

GEDITRE. 

„ Criminal Law and Pro- 
cedure. 

„ Royal Forces. 

„ Limitation op Actions; 

Public Authorities 
AND Public Officers. 
„ Local Government. 

„ Criminal Law and Pro- 
cedure. 

,, Distress. 

Malicious Prosecution 
AND Procedure. 

„ Constitutional Law. 

Magistrates. 

„ Malicious Prosecution 

AND Procedure. 

„ Magistrates. 

„ Street and Aerial 

Traffic. 

Magistrates. 

,, Bates and Eating. 

Magistrates ; Pawns 
AND Pledges. 

,, Criminal Law and Pro- 

cedure. 

M Local Government. 

„ Street and Aerial 

Traffic. 

. Magistrates. 

, Local Government. 

„ Bates and Bating. 


Part I. — Origin of Police Forces. 

Sect. 1,-- Introductory. 

Earliest 934 . The modern system of police forces has been slowly evolved 

torms of IjJjq succession of peace officers, who at different times and 

o^wisation. under varying titles have safeguarded the internal peace of the 
kingdom. 

Head- The earliest form of police organisation appears to have been 

boroughs etc. aggociations of persons who, as subjects of the king, became 

surety for one another’s keeping of the peace (a). These associations 
elected principal men called headboroughs, borsholders or tithing- 
men, to whom they committed the responsibility for order in their 
association. Although these offices have never been formally 
abolished, they fell into abeyance with the introduction of a new 
system of safeguarding the peace through justices appointed for 
tW purpose (i). 

(a) Lambard, Duties of Constables, p. 6; 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 10, s. 33; 
1 BL Com., p. 336. 

(b) They are referred to as still existing in the Indictable Offences Act, 
1848 (11 & 12 Viet. 0 . 42), s. 10, and the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1846 
(11 & 12 Viet. c. 43), s. 3. 
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985> OfficflTB callod constables were created for each hundred or 
franchise vrith the duty of reporting to the justices defeult in the 
keeping of arms(c); and their duties were gradually increased 
as the appointment of justices became vested solely in the Crown 
and the jurisdiction of the justices was defined, until the guarding 
of the peace was practically left in their hands (d). 

936. The term “ constable ” was given to several kinds of officers, 
whose duties, though similar in kind, varied very largely in 
importance. 

Thus high constables were appointed for hundreds and petty 
constables for townships, boroughs, and parishes (e). 

The duties assigned to them included, besides the general main- 
tenance of the peace, the making of reports of default in the uj^keep 
of highways, the levying of distress for forfeiture under the High- 
way Acts, the making of returns of popish recusants, and the 
levying of rates for the relief of plague (/). In addition to these 
duties high constables had to attend at quarter sessions, to issue 
notices to justices relating to special sessions and to issue precepts 
for the collection and transmission of local rates (g). They were 
appointed originally by the court of the hundred (k), later, usually 
by quarter sessions, and finally by the justices at special sessions (i). 
Their duties were from time to time transferred or abolished, and 
finally they themselves ceased to exist (k). 

Sect. 2. — Parish Constables. 

937. Petty constables date from the early years of King 
Edward III. (f), and, under the name of parish constables, may 
exist in non-urban parishes at the present day, but are not now 
appointed in any parish except after a resolution of the justices 
at quarter sessions (m). Where the appointment is authorised by 

(c) Lambard, Duties of Constables, p. 5. 

id) Compare title Magistrates, VoL XIX., p. 535. 

ie) See Lambard, Duties of Constables, pp. 5, 10. 

(f) Ibid., pp. 11, 32, 33, 36, 37, 39. 

(g) See County Rates Act, 1844 (7 &; 8 Viet. o. 33) ; High Constables Art, 
1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 47). 

(h) Statute of Winchester, 1285 (13 Edw. 1, c. 4) (now repealed). 

(t) County .Rates Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 33), s. 8; and see title 
Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp. 568, 669. 

(k) County Rates Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 33), s. 8 ; High Constables 
Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 47). An exception was made in favour of the 
continuance of a high constable who was by law or custom a returning officer 
at an election, or charged with the supervision of the register of electors, 
or in whom real property was vested by virtue of his office {ibid,, s. 2). 

(l) See Lambard, Duties of Constables, p. 6. 

(m) Parish Constables Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 92), ss. 1, 2. The ri^ht 
of di^t appointment is specially reserved ^ the justices of the respective 
petty sessional divisions where application is made by a parish council, or 
two or more such councils united, for the appointment of a paid constable 
{ibid,, ss. 4, 5) ; see Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 6 ; 
titles Local Government, Vol. XIX., p. 247, note (d); Magistrates, 
Vol. XIX., pp. 670, 571, 636. Parish constables are not appointed in the 
City of London or Metropolitan Police District (see p. 467, post), or in 
boroughs regulated by the Municipal Coinporations Act, 1882 (45 Ss 46 Viet, 
o. 60) (see title Local Government, VoL XIX., p. 293), or in 

whiw have adopted the Lighting and Watching Act, 1833 (3 Ss STWVl, 4, 
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such a resolution, it is made by the justices of the petty sessional area 
in which the parish is situated, in special sessions (n), notice of the 
holding of which must be given to the justices by their clerk (o). 

938. The persons appointed are selected from a list of qualified 
persons prepared by the overseers of parishes (p) by the order of 
the justices (q). In order to be qualified a person must be an able- 
bodied man between twenty-five and fifty-five years of age, resident 
in the parish and rated for poor relief or to the county rate on a 
tenement of the annual value of £4: (r). 

Certain classes of persons are disqualified (fi) and others are 
exempt from serving (t). Persons selected to serve must do so or 
find a qualified substitute (a). In the case of a vacancy occurring, 

c. 90) (see title Gas, VoL XV., p. 308), or in the county of Chester (Parish 
Constables Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Yict. c. 109), s. 21 ; Parish Constables Act, 
1860 (13 & 14 Viot. 0 . 20), ss. 7, 8). 

(n) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (5 &; 6 Viet. o. 109), s. 1. A list of the 
constables appointed is to be sent to the clerk of the peace and also to be 
published (ibid., s. 14). The warrant of appointment is to be served per- 
sonally upon the persons selected to serve (Parish Constables Act, 1872 
(36 & 36 Viot. c. 92), s. 3) ; see, further, title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., 
pp. 670, 671. 

(o) Parish Constables Act, 1860 (13 & 14 Viot. c. 20), s. 4. 

(p) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. o. 109), s. 3. Sniall parishes 
ana extra-parochial places may for this purpose be annexed to adjoining 

S aiishes (ibid., s. 4). The list is to be fixed on church doors the first three 
undays in March and a list kept open for inspection for the first three 
weeks in March without payment of any fee (ibid., s. 8). 

(q) Ibid., B. 2. The overseers, acting on a precept of the justices, call a 
meeting of the parish council, at which the list is prepared (ibid., s. 3). The 
council has no discretion to do otherwise than obey the precept (E. v. North 
Bierley Overseers (1868), E. B. & E. 619); and the overseers may be 
compelled by mandamus to prepare the required list (E. v. Thornton Over- 
seers and West Eidinq of Yorkshire Justices (1868), 6 W. R. 632). 

(r) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 109), s. 5. Actual resi- 
dence is a necessaxy condition of being compellable to serve. The 
carrying on of a trade or business is insumcient (E. v. Adlard (1825), 4 
B. & C. 772). Persons who are not qualified but are willing to serve may 
be recommended by the council and appointed (Parish Constables Act, 
1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 109), s. 3). 

(s) Ibid., 6. 7. The classes named are licensed victuallers and persons 
licensed to deal in any excisable liquors or to sell beer by retail, game- 
keepm, and persons who have been attainted of treason or felony, or 
convicted of any infamous crime; and see title Criminal Law and 
Procsbdurb, Vol. IX., p. 430, note (%). 

(t) The classes named include peers and members of Parliament, judges, 
justices of the peace, deputy heutenants, clergy of any denomination, 
schoolmasters, member of the legal or medical professions, persons serving 
in any of the naval or militaxy services, apothecaries, pilots, ofiicers of the 
Royal Household, customs or excise officers, sheriffs and their officers, high 
constables or county police, registrars of births, churchwardens and other 

S arish or poor law officials, emiu<^ees of the Post Office (Parish Constables 
ct, 1842 (5 & 6 Viot. c. 109); Parish Constables Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viot. 
c. 20), s. 6). Formerly a naturalised foreigner was exempt (E. v. de 
Mierre (1771), 6 Burr. 2787). 

(a) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 109), s. 16 ; see R. v. 
Clarke (1787), 1 Term Rep. 679. The qualified substitute need not, how- 
ever, be upon the overseers* list (E. v. Booth (1848), 12 Q. B. 884). If a 
man is seleoted as a constable in two different parishes the same year, 
acceptance of office in one parish hrees him from Ability to serve in the 
ather (R. v. Mosly (1885), 5 Kev. & M. (k. b.) 261). But a person who 
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the person who last served, or the person finding a substitute when 
the '^anoy is due to the death or disqualification of such 
substitute, must serve until a fresh appointment is made, after due 
notice, at the next court of petty sessions (b). 

After having once served in person or by substitute, a person is not 
liable to be called on to serve the office again until every other 
person eligible has served in person or by substitute (c). 

939 . Parish constables have power to act throughout the whole 
of the county in which their parish is situated, including detached 
parts of other counties and in every adjoining county, but they are 
not bound, except with the special warrant of a justice of the peace, 
to act outside their own parish (d). Their privileges and immunities 
have a like extent (c). 

940 . They are entitled to the fees and allowances, settled by the 
justices at quarter sessions with the approval of the Home Secre- 
tary (/), for the service of summonses, execution of warrants or 
written orders of a justice, or such occasional duties as in the 
opinion of the justices they may be required to perform (<7). These 
fees and allowances are to be applied in aid of the poor rate (//). 

941 . Parish constables are subject to the authority of the chief 
constable of the county in which their parish is situated (i), and 
may be punished for neglect of duty upon summary conviction 
before two justices (k). 


holds the office of constable in a manor and is exempt from holding other 
civic offices within the manor is not exempt from the duty to serve as polish 
constable (JB. v. Darbyshire (1761), 2 Burr. 1182), 

(b) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (5 &; 6 Viet. c. 109), s. 16. 

(c) Ibid., s. 11. 

(d) Ibid.. 8. 15 ; Parish Constables Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 92), s. 10. 

{e) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 109), s. 15. 

If) The police powers of a Secretary of State are in fact exercised 
by the Home Secretary, and accordingly the term “Home Secretary’* 
is used throughout the remainder of this title in place of that of 
“Secretary of State’*; but it must be remembered that these poweis 
could, in his absence, be exercised by any other Secretary of State ; see 
title C 0 N 8 TIIUT 1 ONAL Law, Vol. VII., pp. 83, 85. 

ig) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 109), s. 17 ; Parish 
Constables Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. c. 20), s. 2; Parish Constables Act, 
1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 92), s. 11. The payments are made out of the county 
rate or, where this is not applicable, out of the poor rate, under regulations 
made hj the justices at quarter sessions subject to the approvS of the 
Home ^retiu^ (Parish Constables Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. 0 . 109), s. 17). 
Fees for services rendered to overseers, surveyors of highways, or other 
parish officers may be claimed without an order of justices, and if they 
are not paid may be recovered in a court of summary jurisdiction (Parish 
Constables Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. 0 . 92), s. 12). Paid constables 
appointed on the application of a parish council cannot, however, claim 
fees for services rendered to the parish or parish officers (ibtd., s. 8). 

(h) Ibid., s. 7. Where costs are awarded by the Justices in any pro- 
cee^gs instituted before them by a paid constable, these must be similarly 
applied (ibid., s. 9). 

(«) Ibid., s. 7. As to chief constables, see p. 484, post 

(I) Parish Officers Act, 1793 (33 Geo. 3, c. 55), s. I, 
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Sect. 8. — Transition to Modem Police Forces. 

942. Parish constables had their counterpart in urban districts 
in the watchmen and beadles appointed by the borough corporations 
and their watch committees, but while the parish constable in rural 
districts is merely superseded in practice (Q, the watchmen and 
beadles of the town have ceased to exist in law as well as in 
fact. 

The inadequacy of the old order to meet the requirements of 
more modern times led to the practice of appointing special 
constables to cope with particular emergencies (m). This practice 
was regulated by statute, and the powers given for the creation 
of special constables survive at the present day, though the 
occasions which call for their employment are comparatively rare. 

With the exception of such occasions the duties of police are 
now performed exclusively by the police forces, which were first 
established at the instance of Sir Robert Peel. 


Transition aa 943. The local nature of the police organisation has been 
regards areas, niodified but not abolished. The county took the place of the parish 
as the unit (n), and arrangements were made for the elimination of 
the smaller borough police forces (o). 

Metropolitan 944. The Capital itself, except the City of London, and the sur- 
police. rounding districts were committed to the care of a force known as 
the Metropolitan Police Force, the control of which is under the 
immediate supervision of the Government, and which is thus able 
to perform national as well as local services (p). 


Part 11. — Metropolitan Police. 

Sect. 1. — Area. 

The police 945. The Metropolitan Police Force is the most important body 
c of its kind, not only because it is the police force of the Capital and 

* of the surroimding area, but because of its intimate connection with 
the government of the country (a). 

The Force was formed in 1829 as a result of the recommendation 
of a committee of the House of Commons appointed on the motion 
of the Home Secretary (6). 


(l) See p.' 463, ante, 

(m) See p. 491, post 

(n) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93). 

(o) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 &; 20 Viet. c. 69); Local 
Government Act, 1888(51 & 52 Viet. o. 41), s. 39. 

(p) Metropolitan Police Acta, 1829 (10 Geo. 4,0.44), and 1839 (2 & 3 
Viet. c. 47) ; Police Act, 1909 (9 £dw. 7, e. 40} ; see p. 476, wst, 

(a) The area actually served by the Metropolitan Police Force is now 
about 700 square miles, with a total rateable value of nearly£60,000,000. 

(5) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (lOGeo. 4, o. 44), s. 4. ^ethen Home 
Secretary was Mr. (afterwards Sir Robert) PeeL ^ 
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946 . The area for which the Force was to act was determined by 

gtatote and ^ed the Metropolitan Police District (c). Area, 

The area included the city and liberties of Westminster and such 
of the parishes, townships, precincts, and places in the counties of 
Middlesex, Surrey, and Kent as were specified in a schedule (d), 
but provision was made for the subsequent inclusion in it by Order 
in Council of any parish or place within twelve miles of Charing 
Cross (e). 

This limit was extended to any part of the Central Criminal Court 
district (jf) or of a parish or place within fiifteen miles of Charing 
Cross wmch might be specified by Order in Council (g) and to every 
part of the river Thames within or adjoining the counties of 
Middlesex, Surrey, Berkshire, Essex, and Kent (ft). 

Trafalgar Square, which is the freehold of the Crown, was 
included in the district in 1844 (i) and provision made for the 
guarding of Eoyal Palaces by selected members of the Metropolitan 
Police (A). Metropolitan police may be employed by the Com- 
missioner at the discretion of the Home Secretary within the 
dockyards, victualling yards, and steam factory yards of the Crown 
and the central arsenal and principal stations of the War Depart- 
ment and within fifteen miles of any of them (1), 

The City of London is not included in the Metropolitan Police 
District (m). 

Sect. 2. — Government 

947 . The Metropolitan Police Force is under the control of the Control and 
Home Secretary, who is the police authority for the district (n) ; the officiaia. 
Force is governed by a (Commissioner of Police and four Assistant 
Commissioners, all of whom are appointed by the Crown on tho 
nomination of the Home Secretary (o). The treasurer of the Force 

(0) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Greo. 4, c. 44). As to the estab- 
lishment of Metropolitan Police Courts, see title Maoistbates, Vol. XIX., 
pp. 548, 549. 

{d) MetroxK>litan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), Sched. 

(6) Ibid., B. 34. 

(/) See Clentral Oiminal C!ourt Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 36), ss. 2, 3 ; 
and title Coubts, Vol. IX., p. 88. 

(a) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 2. 

(A) s. 5. Creeks, inlets, and water docks, quays and landing 

places adjacent thereto are included (ibid.). 

{%) Trafalgar Square Act, 1844 (7 5c 8 Viet. c. 60). 

(k) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 5c 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 7. 

(1) Metropolitan Police Act, 1860 (23 5c 24 Viet. c. 135), ss. 1, 2, 6. 

When not actually in the precincts of a naval or military station, or on one 
of His Majesty’s shijM, their authority is confined to the property of the 
Crown or persons subject to naval or marine or military discipline (ibid., 
s. 2 ; see Turner v. Ford (1877), 37 L. T. 352). 

(m) Metropolitan Poh^ Act, 1839 (2 5c 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 2 ; but as to 
co-operation with the City police, see p. 481, poet 

(») Police Act, 1890 (58 5c 54 Viet. c. 45), s. 33, Sched. III. ; see 
( /), p. 465, anU. 

(o) Tne persons originally appointed Commissions were the police 
magistrates (Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 5c 8 Viet. c. 47), s. 4 : see 
Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 1, and the Metropolitan 
Police Act, 1836 (6 5c 7 WilL 4, c. 50), now repealed). By the MetropoUtan 
Police Act, 1856 (19 5c 20 Viet. c. 2), as. 1, 2, one Commissioner and two 
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(tKOT, 9, is the Receiver of Metropolitan Police, who is appointed in the same 

Govern- manner as the Commissioner (p). These officials all hold office 

during the pleasure of the Crown (g). 

They are disqualified from election to the House of Commons (r), 
and may not canvass at any parliamentary or municipal elections 
in any place policed by the Metropolitan Police Force (s), but they 
are not disentitled to vote at any parliamentary or municipal 
election (0* 

Sect. 3. — 77ie Receiver. 

Duties as to 948. 'I’he Receiver receives all moneys applicable to the Metro- 
pajments. j>olitan Police Fund (a), and out of them pays, subject to the 

discretion of the Home Secretary, the salaries, wages, and allowances 
due to members of the Metropolitan Police Force (fc), and the expenses 
of the metropolitan police courts (c) and of the court of the 
stipendiary magistrate for Chatham and Sheemess (d), and such 
extraordinary expenses incurred by the members of the Metropolitan 
Police Force in the execution of their duty as are approved by 
the Commissioner of Police, and such other charges as the Home 
Secretary may direct (c). 

Accounts. 949. The accounts of the Receiver are drawn up and submitted to 
the Home Secretary half-yearly, or oftener if required. They are 
audited by the Commissioners for auditing the public accounts or 

Assistant Commissioners were provided for. A third Assistant Com- 
missioner was provided for by the Metropolitan Police Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. o. 17), s. 2, and a fourth by the Metropolitan Police Act, 1909 (9 
Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 3. As to their powers and duties, see p. 469, post. The 
salaries of the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioners are regulated by 
the Home Secretary with the approval of the Treasury. That of the Com- 
missioner is paid out of paruamentary funds, those of the Assistant 
Commissioners out of parliamentary funds or the Metropolitan Police Fimd, 
as the Home Secretary, with the approval of the Treasury, may appoint ; 
but the amount whicn may be paid out of parliamentary funds is limited 
to £1,200 a year (Metropolitan Police Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 26), ss. 1, 2). 

(p) The post of Receiver was created, and the conditions of his appoint- 
ment regulated, by the Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), 
s. 10. He is paid a salary appointed by the Home Secretary, with the 
approval of the Treasury, out of parliamentary funds (Metropolitan Police 
Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 76), a. 1) ; and has a staff of clerks under him in 
an ofiQce which is under the departmental control of the Home Secretary. 
As to his duties, see the text, infra, 

(q) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), ss. 1, 10. 

(r) Ibid,, B. 18 ; Metropolitan Police Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 2), s. 9. 

(«) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 44), s. 18 ; Metropolitan 

Police Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 136), s. 6 ; see title Elections, Vol. XII., 
p. 639 ; p. 474, poet, 

(t) Police Disabilities Removal Acts, 1887 (60 4^ 61 Viet. c. 9), and 1893 
(66 4c 67 Viet. o. 6). 

(а) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 10 ; Police Act, 
1890 (63 4c 54 Viot. o. 41), bs. 33, 34. 

(б) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), b. 12. 

(e) Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 4c 3 Viet. c. 71), b. 7. Except 
the ialaries of the metropolitan police magistrates, which are payable out 
of the Consolidated Fund (Metropolitan Police Magistrates Act, 1875 
(38 4c 39 Viet. o. 3), s. 1). 

(d) Metropolitan PoUm Courts Act, 1897 (60 4c 61 Viet. c. 26), s. 6. 

(f ) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 12. 
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sach other person as the Home Secretary may direct (/), and are laid Bwt. s. 
annually b^ore t’arliament (g). The account of the Beceirer is kept by The 

the Ba^ of England, which pays the drafts and orders drawn by Beceiver. 
the Eeceiver and countersigned by the Commissioner of Police (A). 

950. Provision is made for vesting all the police property in the PoH#r» of 
Receiver (i), and for securing the transfer of it to his successor with 

upon his removal (fc). He is empowered to take or lease property pro^t^ 
of any tenure required for the use of the Metropolitan Police Force, 
and to transfer, demise, enfranchise, mortgage, or dispose of any 
property vested in him with the approval of the Home Secretary (/). 

He may provide, by building or otherwise, the accommodation 
required for the police and police courts, and may borrow money for 
these purposes (m). He is the police authority to whom claims for 
damage under the Riot (Damages) Act (??) must be made. 

961. During the temporary absence of the Receiver a person Temporary 
appointed by warrant under the hand of the Home Secretary may Receiver, 
act temporarily in his place (o). 

Sect. 4. — I"he CoinmisBioners, 

962. The Commissioner and Assistant Commissioners of Police Power 
are cx officio justices of the counties of Middlesex, Surrey, Hertford, 

Kent, Essex, Berkshire, and Buckinghamshire (p), and for the 


(/) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 44), s. 11. 

(g) This must be done within thirty days after the 31st March in each 
year (ibid., s. 29 ; Metropolitan Police (Receiver) Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet, 
c. 39), s. 1). 

(h) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 10; Metropolitan 
Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 4. The account is kept in the name 
of the Receiver, who is a corporation sole, and not in the personal name of 
the holder of the office (Metropolitan Police (Receiver) Act, 1861 (24 &; 25 
Viet. c. 124), ss. 1, 4). 

(i) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 16. The metro- 
politan police courts were vested in the Commissioner of Works by the 
Metropolitan Police Court (Buildings) Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet. c. 36), s. 3, 
but were retransferred to the Receiver by the Metropolitan Police Courts 
Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 26), s. 3. 

(/;) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4. c. 44), ss. 14, 16 ; Metro- 
politan Police (Receiver) Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 124), ss. 2, 3. 

(l) Ibid,, s. 6. 

(m) Metropolitan Police Acts, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 22), and 1887 (50 A 61 

Viet. c. 46). Under these Acts the amount to be borrowed was limited to 
£200,000. It was extended for the purposes of the police courts to £700,000 
by the Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1897 (60 61 Viet. c. 26), s. 4. 

The buildings vested in the Receiver are exempt from the provisions of the 
London BuSding Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. eexiii.), relating to buildings 
and structures (ihtd., s. 3 (2) ; and see title Metropolis, Vol. XX., 
p. 474). The money required for loans may be obtained from the London 
County Coimcil (Metropolitan Police Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 22), 
B. 3 (4) ). The raising of a loan is subject to the approval both of the 
Home Semetary and of the Treasury (tbid,, s. 6) ; see also title Compul* 
SORT Purchase of Land and Compensation, VoL VI., p. 174. 

[%) Biot (Damages) Act, 1886 (40 & 60 Viot. o. 88), Sched. ; Home Office 
Reflations, 80th June, 1894; and see p. 607, poet. 

(o) MetropoHtan PoliM (Receiver) Act, 1895 (68 ds 69 Viot. c. 12). 

\p) MetropoHtan Police Acts, 1829 (10 Geo. 4. c. 44), s. 1 ; 1839 (2 Ac 8 
YM. e. 47h i« 4 ; and 1866 (19 As 20 Viot. c. 2), s. 2. 
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county of London {q) ; but they may not act as such at any court 
of general or quarter sessions or in any matter out of sessions, 
except for the preservation of the peace, the prevention of crimes, 
the detection and committal of offenders, and in carrying into 
execution the Metropolitan Police Act8(r). The Commissioner 
must take a special oath (a), besides the ordinary oaths required to 
be taken by justices (t). 

953. The Commissioner is empowered, with the sanction of the 
Home Secretary, to make regulations relative to the good govern- 
ment of the members of the Metropolitan Police Force, the places 
of their residence, the classification, rank and particular service of 
the several members, their distribution and inspection, the descrip- 
tion of arms, accoutrements, and other necessaries to be furnished 
to them, the provision of horses and the members of the Force to 
be provided with them, and all such other orders and regulations 
which he may deem expedient for preventing neglect or abuse and 
for rendering the Force eflScient in the discharge of all its 
duties (a). He may swear in particular members of the Force for 
duty at the naval and military stations of the Crown (/>). 

954. The Commissioner (c) is the authority charged with the 
framing of the regulations regarding traffic in the streets (d), and 


(q) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 95. 

(r) For tbese Acts, see note (p), p. 466, ante, 

{s) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 2. The oath is in 
the following form ; — “ I, A. B., do swear that I will faithfully and honestly 
according to the best of my skill and knowledge execute all the powers and 
duties of a justice of the peace under and by virtue of an Act ” etc. (Metro- 
politan Pofico Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44). As to tlie taking of the oath, 
see Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), and title Magis- 
trates, Vol. aIX., p. 543. 

(t) As to these, see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp. 539, 543. 

(a) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 5. 

(b) Metropolitan Police Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 135), s. 2. 

(c) Or ail Assistant Commissioner at the direction of the Commissioner 
and with the approval of the Home Secretary ; see p. 473, 'post, 

(d) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), ss. 51, 52. Under 
these provisions he may regulate the route to bo taken by traffic during 
church hours on Sunday, Coiistmas Day and Good Friday on the applica- 
tion of a minister or churchwarden of any place of worship, or at all times 
of public processions or rejoicings or illuminations, and may give directions 
to prevent obstructions m the immediate neighbourhood of the Boyal 
Palaces, public offices. Houses of Parliament, law courts or other places. 
The drivers of public vehicles are not liable to any penalty for deviation 
from their usual route in pursuance of his regulations (ibid,, s. 53). Under 
the Metropolitan Streets Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 134), ss. 4, 10, he has 
power to declare special limits for ^e ordering of traffic within which he 
may, with the approval of the Home Secretary, make regulations, but he 
may not limit the number of metropolitan stage carriages passing down 
any street in pursuance of their ordinary trade (ibid,, s. 11). The reg^ula- 
tions so made by him are to be publicly euibited in such places as he thinks 
fit, but failure in this duty does not excuse non-compliance with the regula- 
tions (ibid,, s. 13). He has the power to permit the passing of bulky traffic 
within special limits between the hours of 10 a m. and 7 p.m. which is 
otherwise prohibited (ibid., s. 16). The special limits include such streets 
etc. as are named by the Commissioner in an order made by him with the 
Home Secretary's approval and advertised in the London OomoUo (ibid,, 
a 10). The general limits of the Metropolitan Polioe Act, 1829 (2 d( 3 
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the control of public vehicles, of which he is the registrar and 
licensor (e). 

He may make regulations for traffic on the Thames within the 
Metropolitan Police District (/), and may make an agreement with 
the Thames Conservators for the policing of piers etc. by the 
Metropolitan Police Force (g). 

Within certain limits he may make regulations regarding the 
driving of cattle through the streets (//). 

He may grant licences to shoeblacks, commissionaires, and 
messengers and make regulations respecting the exercise by them 
of their calling (i), and may grant certificates to pedlars (A) and 
chimney-sweepers (/). 


Viet. 0. 47), are an area within a six-mile radius of Cliariiiof Cross 
8. 4 ; Metropolitan Streets Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 18), s. 2). He 
may cause notices to bo affixed to any lamp post (Metropolitan Streets 
Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 134), s. 22 ; Metropolitan Public Caniai^e Act, 
1869 (32 & 33 Viot. c. 115), s. 14), or to posts of the electric tramways 
of the London County Council by the Loudon County Council (Tramways 
and Improvements) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. Ixxv.), s. 60. IJis ])owcr8 in 
re^^ard to street traffic and street off(Mice.s are not altered by the Metropolis 
Management Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 120), s. 245 ; sec, generally, title 
Street and Aerial Traffic. 

{e) London Hackney Carriages Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. c. 7), 8s. 1,2; 
Bce London Hackney Carriage Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 22) ; Jjondon 
Hackney Carriages Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 86) ; London Hackney (Carriage 
Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 33) ; Metropolitan Streets Act, 1807 (30 & 31 
Viet. c. 134) ; Metropolitan Public Carriage Act, 1809 (32 & 33 Viet, 
c. 115). The licences for drivers of such carriages are granted by the 
(Commissioner (London Hackney Carriages Act, 1843 (6 ^7 Viet. c. 86), 
8. 8), and, for the carriages themselves, by the Commissioner or such 
other person as the Home Secretary may direct (Metropolitan Carriage Act, 
1869 (32 & 33 Viot. c. 115), ss. 6, 11). It is the Commissioner’s duty to 
inspect hackney and stage carriages and to give notice to the proprietor 
if he icgards any carriage as unfit, and thereafter suspend the licence in 
regard to it (London Hackney Carriage Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 33), 
B. 2). Proprietors withdrawing a licensed carriage from hire for more 
than two consecutive days or for more than two days in the week must 
give him ten days’ notice of their intention to do so (London Hackney 
Carriage (No. 2) Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 127), s. 16. Ho may 
make regulations with regard to standing for them (London Hackney 
Carriages Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. c. 7), s. 4); and the regulations must 
be advertised in the London Gazelle, and copies exhibited at the Central 
Police Office, and at each of the metropolitan police courts. It is also the 
Commissioner’s duty to keej) order at cab-slamls, and he may y)ay wages 
with the consent of the Trejisury to persons employed at cab-stands for 
that purpose, and he must direct the payment of water rate for sucli phw*cs 
(London Hackney Carriage Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet, c 33), ss. 12, 13). 
A table of distances within the Metropolitan Police District signed by the 
Commissioner is conclusive evidence in disputes in regard to fares calculated 
by distance {ibid., s. 6) ; see also title Street and Aerial Traffic'. 

(/) Thames Conservancy Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. clxxxvii.) 209. 

{g) Ibid,, 8. 208 ; the terms may include payment of the constables 
employed ; and see title Waters and Watercourses. 

(h) Metropolitan Market Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. cxxxv.), s. 18. 

(t) Metropolitan Streets Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. o. 134), ss. 19, 20 ; and 
see title Street and Aerial Traffic. 

(Jfc) Pedlars Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet. o. 96), s. 6 ; and see title Markets 
AND Faibs, Vol. XX., p. 598. 

(I) C3unmey Sweepers Act, 1875(38 Sc 39 Vlct c. 70), ss, 5, 6, 14 ; and se/i 
title Public Health and Local Administration. 
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He is the local authority empowered to ^ant orders exempting 
licensed victuallers from the duty of closing (m) and to grant 
occasional licences to the keepers of refreshment houses (n). 

He may also make regulations with the approval of the Home 
Secretary for the exercise of their calling by costermongers, street 
hawkers, and itinerant traders (o); he may prohibit scavenging in 
any streets he may deem proper except between certain hours (p) ; 
and he may make regulations with regard to the muzzling of 
dogs (q). 

Advertisements may not be carried in the streets either by a 
person or a vehicle without his consent (r). 

He may intervene to summon the owner or occupier of ground 
on which an unlawful fair is held(^t), and he may authorise a 
superintendent to enter unlicensed theatres (t), or places used for 
bear baiting or other unlawful sports (a), or gaming houses (6), and 
to take into custody the persons found there. 

He is the authority empowered to order the arrest of persons 
under police supervision, to prescribe the place at which such 
persons are to report themselves, and to order the search of 
premises occupied or recently occupied by convicted persons (c). 

His authority is required for the institution of proceedings under 
the Lord’s Day Observance Act (d). 

He or an Assistant Commissioner or a district superintendent 
has power to search for and inspect explosives and to seize and 
detain such as are liable to forfeiture (e). 


(m) Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7 & 1 Geo. 4, c 24), 
n. 55 ; and see title Intoxicating Liquors, Vol. XVI II., p. 95. 

(n) Public House Closing Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 64), s. 7 ; and seo 
title Intoxicating Liquors, Vol. XVIII., p. 97. 

(o) Metropolitan Streets Act Amendment Act, 1867 (31 & 32 Viet, 
c. 5), 8. 1 ; see Summers v. Holbom District Board of Works, [1893] 1 
Q. B. 612 ; Keep v. St. Mari/s, Newington, Vestry, Austin v. St. Man/s, 
Newington, Vestry, [1894J 2 Q. B. 524, C. A. ; and see title Street and 
Aerial Traffic. 

(p) Metropolitan Streets Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 134), s. 5. 

(q) Ibid., 8. 18; and see title Animals. Vol. I., p. 41)0. 

(r) Metropolitan Streets Act. 1867 (31) & 31 Viet. c. 134), s. 9 ; soe 
London Hackney Carriage Act, 1853 (16 be 17 \ict. c. 33), s. 16 ; Fulton 
V. Kelly (1889), 5 T. L. R. 325; and see title Street and Aerial 
'riUFFiC, 

(6) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet c. 47), s 39; see title 
Markets and Fairs, Vol. X., pp. 16. 51. 

(t) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet, c 47), s. 46; and see title 
Theatres and Other Pevces of Entertainmevt. 

(а) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 47. 

(б) Ibid., 8. 48 ; see the Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. o. 109), 6. 6 ; 
Gaming Houses Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 38) ; and see title Gaming an d 
Wagering, Vol. XV., p. 291. 

(c) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 112), ss. 3, 8, 16, 
20 ; see Prevention of Crime Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 55), s. 2 ; and sco 
title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 303, 414, 415. 

(d) Sunday Observation Prosecution Act, 1871 (34 &. 35 Viet. c. 87); 
and see title Time. 

(e) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 5c 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 35 ; Explosives 
Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 17), ss. 73 — 75, 107 ; and see title Explosives. 
Vol. XIV., pp. 391, 392. 
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955 . The duties to be performed by the Assistant Commissioners 
are such as may from time to time he directed by the orders and 
regulations of the Commissioner, made with the approval of the 
Home Secretary, and they are performed under the Commissioner’s 
superintendence and control (/). In the event of a vacancy in the 
office of Commissioner, or of the Commissioner’s illness or al)8ence, 
one of the Assistant Commissioners may be authorised by writing 
under the hand and seal of the Home Beci'etary to act in the place 
of the Commissioner (jj). 

966 . The following duties may be performed either by the Commis- 
sioner or by an Assistant Commissioner, namely, the ap)pointment 
and swearing in of constables (/i) ; the appointment of additional 
police (at the cost of the applicant) (i) ; the swearing in of members 
of the Force for duty at the Royal Palaces {k ) ; and the suspension 
or dismissal of any man whom he thinks remiss or negligent in the 
discharge of, or who is otherwise unfit for, his duty (/). 

Sect. 5. — Constables. 

957 . It is the duty of the Commissioner to appoint and swear 
in a sufficient number of constables (m), who, when appointed, are 
subject to the regulations and to the Commissioner’s power of 
suspension or dismissal (n). They have all the powers of constables 
at common law in addition to those given them by statute (o). 

958 . These powers may be exercised by them throughout the 
Metropolitan Police District and also in the counties of Middlesex, 
Surrey, Hertford, Essex and Kent (p), in Berkshire and Buckingham- 
shire, and upon the river Thames at any place adjoining the counties 
of Middlesex, Surrey, Berkshire, Essex and Kent or the City of 
London (q). 


if) Metropolitan Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 2), s. 6. 

iq) Ibid,, s. 8. 

(h) Ibid,, s, 7 ; Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 4. 

(i) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 8. The written 
requisition of an applicant for the appointment of additional constables 
need not show urgent necessity therefor (Allen v. Preeoe (1854), 10 Exch. 
443). 

(k) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 7. A constable 
so sworn may act within the Royal Palaces and in any place within a 
ladius of ten miles from them (ibid,), 

(l) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 5 ; and see 
p. 501, poet, 

(m) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 4. The number 
at present serving is approximately 20,000. 

n) See the tex^ supra. As to delivery of uniform and accoutrements on 
resignation or dismissal, see p. 501, poet, 

(o) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 4 ; and see p. 497, 
post. As to exemption from service on juries and from tolls, see p, 600, 
post. 

(p) Metrox>olitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 4. As to the 
emplo 3 rment of metropolitan police in dockyards and military station s 
outside the Metropolis, see p. 467, ante, 

(q) MetropoUtan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 5; see note (k), 
p. 467, anU. 
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959. A Bufificient number are required to attend the police courtfl 
and other criminal courts (r), and also the courts of revising bar- 
risters, within the Metropolitan Police District («). 

960. It is their exclusive duty to execute all summonses and 
warrants issued in any criminal proceeding or by any magistrate 
within the Metropolitan Police District (a). The constable to whom 
a summons or warrant is directed or delivered must, except in 
urgent cases, hand it to his superintendent (?>), who by indorse- 
ment thereon appoints one or more constables to execute it (h). 

Warrants to compel the appearance of any person charged with 
an offence before a in(‘iropolitan police magistrate may be executed 
outside the Metropolitan Police District without being locally 
indorsed (c). 

961. Members of the Metropolitan Police Force are not allowed to 
canvass at any parliamentary or municipal election for any county 
or borough in any part of which they are authorised to act (d). 

962. Parish constables cannot be appointed in the Metropolitan 
Police District (c), but special constables may be appointed and may 
act at any place within the District and in the City of London (/). 

Sect. 6. — Metropolitan Police Fund. 

963. The Metropolitan Police Fund is recruited from three 
sources ; (1) a police rate (f/), (2) an Exchequer contribution (/f), 
(3) lines and fees made payable to the police fund (i) ; but by far the 
greater part of the money is siii)pli( d by the first two (A). 

964. The police rate is limited by staluio to lid. in the £(/), 
and is levied on the full and fair annual value of all property in the 


(r) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 11. 

(8) County Voters Registration Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 30), s. 10; 
and see title Elections, Vol. XII., p. 222. 

(a) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 12. Tliis does not 
apply exclusively in the case of a suiiiinona issued under the Customs Acts 
(see title Revenue), which may be served by a customs officer (Customs 
Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 30), s. 227). As to the penalty 
for ncfifleot of duty, see p. 601, post. 

(b) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 13. 

(c) Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71), s. 17 ; and 
see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp, 576, 576. 

(d) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 18 ; Metropolitan 
Police Act, 1800 (23 & 24 Viet. o. 135), s. 5 ; see title Elections, Vol. XII., 
p. 639 ; and see p. 468, nnU- 

(e) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (5 & 0 Viet. c. 109), s. 21. 

if) Ibid. ; Police Act. 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 45), s. 28. 

(a) See the text, infra. 

(h) See p. 475, post. 

{%) See p. 476, post. 

(I?) The amount actually raised by rate now amounts to about 58 per 
cent, of the total annual income of the fund. 

(1) Under the Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo, 4, c. 44), s. 23, the 
limit was 8d. in the pound, but it was raised to Od. by the Police Rate Act, 
1868 (31 32 Viet. o. 67), s. 2, and to lid. by the Metropolitan Police 

Act, 1912 (2 Geo. 5, o. 4). As to the procedure to be followed when the 
rate first exceeds lOd. in the £, see ibid., s. 1 (b). 
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Metropolitan Police District (m). In the county of London, the 
assessment on which it is based is that provided under the Metropolis 
Valuation Act, 1869 (n). Elsewhere, it is that on which the county 
rate, if any, is based (o), and, where there is no county rate, the 
assessment is one determined by agreement between the Receiver 
and the overseers of the place, subject to arbitration by the Local 
Government Board (p). 

Property not subject to poor rate is not exempt (<2), and the rates 
accruing therefrom are collected by persons appointed for the purpose 
on the nomination of the Commissioner of Police (r). 

Where the property is subject to poor rate the police rate is 
collected by the overseers of the poor (a). The rates vlien collected 
are paid into the account of the Bank of England (/>). 

Although the amount of this rate is limited, a special extra rate 
may be imposed either to pay expenses consequent on a riot (c) or 
to make up a deficiency in the Pension Fund (d). 

965 . The Exchequer contribution is paid annually through the 
medium of the county councils whose area is either wliolly or partly 
within the Metropolitan Police District (c). The amoinit to be paid 


(m) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 44), r. 23. 

{n) 32 & 33 Viet. c. 07 ; see title Rates and Katino. 

( 0 ) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), r. 23. To the 
valuation is to be added the amount of the annual value, on which the poor 
rate has been computed, of all now buildings which have become rateable 
for the relief of the poor since the last valuation acted upon in asBesKing ilio 
county rate (Metropolitan Police Act, 18.57 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 04), «. 11). 
This does not apply inside the Metropolis itself (Valuation (Metropolis) Act, 
1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 67), s. 77, Schod. V.). The CominisHioner or any 
person with an order from him is entitled to inspect the county rate ot the 
county part of which is within the Metropolitan Police District (Metro- 
politan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 28 ; Metropolitan Police Act, 
1867 (20 & 21 Vict.c. 64), s. 13). 

(p) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 45), s. 27. 

(q) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), ss. 30, 32; see 
Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 2. An asHcssinent so 
made must be pubUcly exhibited (Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, 
c. 44), 8. 31). An appeal against it may be made by an aggrieved party 
within twenty-one days to the next court of quarter sessions, and in such 
case ten days’ notice to the Receiver is required. At quarter sessions the 
assessment may, if the court thinks fit, bo altered so as to ndieve the 
appellant without altering any other part of it (ibid., s. 33) ; and see title 
Rates and Rating. 

(r) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 32. The appoint- 
ment is by warrant under the band of the Commissioner. 

(а) Ibid., s. 25. The overseers within the Metropolis arc the borough 
councils (London Government Act, 1899 (62 dr 63 Viet. c. 14), s. 11). As 
to these councils, see title Metropolip, VoL XX., j>p. 402 H seq. Tlie 
overseers are obliged to permit the Receiver to inspect the ratcA and to 
make such return as he requires at two days’ notice, and, in default, are 
liable to a penalty of £10 (Metropolitan Police Act, 1857 (20 dc 21 Viet, 
o. 64), 8. 14). 

(б) Metropolitan Police (Receiver) Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 124), s. 7. 

(c) Riot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 50 Viet. c. 38), s. 5; and see p. 507, 
post, 

(d) Police Act. 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 45), s. 19. 

\e) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 de 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 24 (2) ; see also 
ibid., B. 93, and as to the manner of payment, see p. 483, post. As to the 
area of the Metropolitan Police District, see p. 466, onto, 
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POLIOB. 


Smt. •. in each case is a sum annually certified by the Home Secretary to 

HetrO' bear the same proportion to the sum raised by rates as the amount 

politan of the Exchequer contribution bore to the sum raised by rate in the 
Policed financial year 1887-1888 (/). 

In addition, further sums, determined by the Home Secretary 
with the approval of the Treasury, may be paid into the Metro- 
])olitan Police Fund in respect of services rendered by the 
Metropolitan Police for imperial and national purposes (p). 

Fees and 966. All fees received and fines imposed in the metropolitan 

liues. police courts (h) or those of Chatham and Sheemess (i) are payable 

to the Metropolitan Police Fund, except such as are payable to the 
I’ension Fund (j ) and those which are specifically appropriated to 
some other purpose by the Act under which they are received or 
imposed (k). Other sums payable to the Fund are fines for offences, 
other than those above excepted, against the Metropolitan Police 
Acts (Z), imposed by any metropolitan police court (m ) ; fines for 

(/) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 41), b. 24 (2) (k). 
OriginaUy the State paid out of the Consolidated Fund the cost of the 
'J'hames Police and of the mounted police in the Metropolitan Police District 
(Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 6) ; but in 1854 the 
<*harge was transferred to the sums annually voted by Parliament (Public 
Kevenue and Consolidated Fund Charges Act, 1864 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 94), 
s. 1). In 1868 the contribution of the State was fixed at one quarter of 
the annual sum raised by rates (Police Rate Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet, 
c. 67), s. 2), but in 1876 the limit was abolished and the proportion left 
undetermined (Police (Expenses) Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 48), s. 2, now 
repealed). As to the calculation of the amount when the police rate 
exceeds Sd. in the £, see Metropolitan Police Act, 1912 (2 Geo. 6, c. 4), s. 1 (a). 

( 0 ) PoUce Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 1. 

(h) Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71), ss. 46, 47 ; 
ISIetropolitan Police Courts Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 26), s. 1. A return 
is to be made at the times required by the Home Secretary {ibid,, s. 7 (2) ). 
The provisions of the Gaming Act, 1864 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 38), for the pay- 
ment of penalties to other purposes, do not affect penalties recovered 
under the Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71) ( Wray v. 
Jt^llis (1868), 1 E. & E. 276); see title Gamiko and Wageking, Vol. 
j). 289, note (/). 

(t) Metropolitan Police Courts Art, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 26), s. 7 (1), 
as amended by the Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet, 
c. 31). After payment out of the Police Fund of the salary of the Clerk 
of the Police Court the surplus of the fines etc. is payable to the 
Exch^uer. As to the Pension Fund, see p. 477, poKt. 

(;) Tnis includes the fines imposed upon drunken persons or upon 
constables for misconduct, or upon persons for assaults on constables 
(Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 71), and fees 
for the execution of summonses and warrants (ibid, ; Police Act, 1890 
(63 & 64 Viot. o. 45), ss. 16, 23 (2) ). 

(h) The exception includes fines payable to a party aggrieved or to an 
informer (Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & *3 Viet. c. 71), s. 47), 
fines recovered under any Act relating to the customs or trade or navigation 
and sued for by customs officers (ibid,, s. 47), and fines recovered in any 
prooeedinjM under any Act relating to the customs, excise, stamps, taxes, 
or post office (ibid,, s. 56). 

(1) For these Acts, see note (p), p. 469, ante. 

(m) Metropolitan Police Couzts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71), s. 47. This 
does not apply to penalties recovered before a court of summary juris- 
diction other than a metropolitan police court (Pdliee (Beeeiver) v. BeU 
(1872), L. B. 7 Q. B. 433; but see Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (iO 
4, 0 . 44), s. 37). 
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offences relating to dog licences, when the proceedings are instituted sbot. 6. 
by a member of the Metropolitan Police Force (n); all such fees Metro- 
for the execution of summonses and warrants as are directed p . 

by the Home Secretary to be paid to the Fund instead of the 
Pension Fund (o) ; and all sums for licences issued in respect of 
hackney and stage carriages within the Metropolitan Police 
District or the City of London (p). 

Sect. 7. — Pension Fvnd. 

967. The Pension Fund for the Metropolitan Police Force does The Pension 
not differ from that established for other police forces (g), except 

that the amount of the Exchequer contribution applicable to it is 
fixed at the annual sum of :£150,000(r) and certain ^es and fees 
are made payable to it (s). 

An appeal against a refusal or withdrawal of a pension lies Apiiual 
only to the quarter sessions for the county of London {(), 

968. The Commissioner and Assistant Commissioners of Police itcnsion. 
are subject to the general provisions in regard to approved Relation oi 
service (u), and, except in so far as they are in receipt of salaries CommiMioncr 
from a parliamentary source, to the general provisions in regard commit**"'" 
to pensions (a) ; but they are entitled to reckon for pension purposes sion^ to 
any emoluments to which they may be entitled (6) under the I’easionFui' i 
Metropolitan Police Staff Superannuation Act, 1875 (c). 

969. The Home Secretary has power to make a superannuation Super- 
allowance to persons other than constables employed under the ftjmuation 
Commissioner or Receiver, w’hose salary has been paid as part of 

the expenses of the Metropolitan Police (d) and to the staff of the othw than 
metropolitan police courts (c). The allowance is to be made in consubics. 
accordance with the principles applicable to the Civil Service, and 
for this purpose the Home Secretary has power to make regulations 
and from time to time to vary or revoke them (/*). 

(w) Dog Licences Act, 1807 (00 & 31 Viet. c. 6) ; Customs and Inland 
Bevenue Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 15), s. 23; see title Animals, Yol. L, 
pp. 403, 404. 

(o) Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71), s. 46; 

Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 46), ss. 16, 23 (2). 

i p) Metropolitan Public Carriage Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 115), ss. 2, 

1); and see title Street and Aerial Traffic. 
y) See p. 509, post. 

r) Local Taxation (Customs and Excise), Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 60), 

0. 4. 

(«) See note (j), p. 476, ante. 

(<) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 45), s. 32 (3). 

(tt) Ibid., 8. 12. The certificate of appro vedf service of an Assistant 
Commissioner may be given by the Commissioner {ibid.). 

(a) Ibid, In the case of the Commissioner and such of the Assistant 
Commissioners whose salary is payable from a parliamentaiy source (see 
note (o), p. 467, ante), the ratable deductions from pay aie payable to 
the Exchequer (Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 45) s. 32 (6) ). 

(b) Ibid., s. 32 (5). 

(c) Metropolitan PoHoe Staff (Superannuation) Act, 1875 (38 & 39 
Yict c. 28). 

(d) Ibid., s. 1, Sohed. 

(s) Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1897 (60 A 61 Yict. c. 26), s. 5. 

{/) PoUoe Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 4. 
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Part III. — City of London Police. 

Sect. 1. — Area. 

970. The City of London has always been treated as a separate 
entity, and the right of maintaining civil order within its precincts 
is the exclusive privilege of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons 
in Common Council assembled (g). It was expressly excluded from 
the area comprised in the Metropolitan Police District (ft), and a 
separate police force was established for it in 1839 (i). Its distinct 
existence for police purposes has been secured by statute on repeated 
occasions in more recent times (ft). 

Sect. 2. — Oovemment 

971. The force is under the management and control of a 
Commissioner appointed by the Common Council, with the approval 
of the Home Secretary (Z), and consists of such sufficient number 
of fit and able men as the Common Council may from time to time 
direct (m). It is maintained entirely by the City (n) and is not 
subject to inspection by the Home Office inspector (o). A police com- 
mittee of the Common Council exists for the purpose of exercising 
such powers in connection with the police as may be delegated to 
to it by the Common Council (p). 

972. The Commissioner may be appointed a justice of the peace 
on the petition of the Court of Aldermen and the Common 
Council (r/), but his jurisdiction as such is subject to the same 
restrictions as that of the Commissioner of Metropolitan Police (r). 

He is sworn in before a judge of the High Court («), and takes a 
special oath (a) in addition to those taken by a justice of the 
peace (ft). 


ig) See stats. (1736) 10 Geo. 2, c. 22, and (1768) 8 Geo. 3, c. 21. As to 
the Common Council, see title Metropous, Vol. XX., pp. 426 et seq. 

(ft) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 2. 

(i) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. o. xciv.). 

(ft) See City of London Traffic Regulation Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet, 
c. cevi.) ; Metropolitan Streets Act, 1867 (30 &; 31 Viet. c. 134) ; Local 
Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 03 ; Police Act, 1890 (53 
54 Viet. c. 45), s. 39. 

(l) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 3. 

(m) Ibid,, s. 9. 

(n) Ibid, 

(o) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 5c 20 Viet. o. 60), s. 32. 
ip) City of London Ponce Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. o. xciv.), s. 56. 

(q) Ibid,, s. 6. 

(r) As to these, see p. 470, ante, 

(8) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 5c 3 Viet. o. xciv.), s. 5. 

(a) Ibid, The sj^ial oath is in the following terms: — “I, A. B., do 
swear that I will faithfully and honestly according to the best of my skill 
and knowledge execute aU the powers and duties of Commissioner of the 
City Police under and by virtue of *’ (the above Act). 

(ft) Ibid,, 8. 6. As to these oaths, see Promissory Oaths Act, 1808 
(31 & 32 Viet. (5. 72), and title Magistrates, Vol XIX., pp. 539, 543. 
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973. He appoints the number of men directed by the Common 
Council (c) and makes regulations for their management (d). He 
may suspend or dismiss any man whom he thinks romiss or 
negligent in the discharge of or otherwise unfit for his duty, but 
must report such action from time to time to the Lord Mayor (d). 

974. He has power to make regulations for the ordering of street 
traffic during hours of public worship and on the occasion of pro- 
cessions, rejoicings, and illuminations (e), and generally to enforce 
the regulations in regard to traffic made by the Court of Aldermen (/). 
He has also similar powers to those possessed by the Commissioner 
of Metropolitan Police for authorising constables to enter unlicensed 
theatres and gaming houses (/;). 

976. In the absence or illness of the Commissioner, the officer of 
the Force next in authority may act in his place for such time as 
may be appointed by the Lord Mayor and sanctioned by the Home 
Secretary (A). 

Sect. 3. — Special Powers. 

976. The constables have all the powers of a constable at common 
law or by statute (t), and are sworn to act for all places within the 
City and Liberties of the City of London (k). 

They may arrest idle persons who are disturbing the peace, or 
whom they suspect of having committed or intending to commit a 
breach of the peace, or whom they find between sunset and 8 a.m. 
lying or loitering in any highway, yard, or place and not giving a 
satisfactory account of themselves (/), also persons committing 
certain specified street offences (w) or throwing mud into the river 
Thames (n); and they have power to search and detain any vessel, 
l)oat, cart or carriage on which they suspect the presence of stohui 
property (o), and to kill dogs that are mad or have been bitten by 
mad dogs (p). 
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(c) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 d& 3 Viet. c. xciv.), 8. 9. 

(d) Ibid., s. 14. 

{e) Ibid., 88. 20 — 22 ; and see title Street and Aerial Traffic. 

(/) Metropolitan Streets Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. o. 134), s. 3; and see 
p. 470, ante ; see, however, the City of London (Street Traliic) Act, 1 909 
(9 Edw. 7, 0 . Ixvii.’), which gives to the Court of Aldermen the right to make 
regulations under the above Act, alters the hours during which catilo may 
not be driven through the streets (8 a.m. to 8 p.m.), and supersedes the 
regulations in regard to itinerant traders; and see title Street and 
Ah.£RiAL Traffic 

(g) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xci\ .), ss. 20 — 22 : 
see p. 472, ante ; and see titles Gaming and Wagering, Vol. XV., p. 291 ; 
Theatres and Other Places of Entertainment. 

(h) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 25. 

(i) As to tliese, see p. 497, post As to penalties for n^lect of duty 
and unauthorised possession of uniform and accoutrements, see p. 50 L 
post 

(i) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 9. 

(Z) Ibid., s. 18. 

(m) Ibid., 8 . 35. 

(n) Ibid., s. 45. 

{o) Ibid., 8 . 49 

(p) Ibid., s. 42. 
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977. There is no power to appoint parish constables in the City 
of London (q) ; but special constables appointed either in the City 
or the Metropolitan Police District have authority to act as such 
throughout either area (r). 

978. The Commbsioner and all the members of the Force are 
forbidden to canvass at any parliamentary or municipal election (n), 
but they are not disentitled to vote (a). 

Sect. 4. — Finance. 

979. The treasurer of the City of London Police is the City 
Chamberlain (h), whose accounts in relation to the police are laid 
annually before Parliament (c) and before the Common Council (d). 

980. The Police Fund is supplied, as to a quarter of the sum 
required, by payment out of the revenues of the City of London (e), 
and as to the remaining three-quarters by a police rate not exceeding 
Hd. in the £ and assessed in the several wards by the alderman, or 
his deputy, and the majority of the common councilmen of each 
ward {/). The police committee of the Common Council may rectify 
or amend the rate(^), but must report the fact to the ward 
authorities, who may appeal against the alteration to the Court of 
Aldermen (/<). The decision of the latter is conclusive (i). 

981. The Pension Fund of the City of London Police is not 
governed by the statutes relating to the pension funds of other police 
forces (&). It is maintained out of regular deductions from the pay 
of the constables, rateable deductions from their pay during sickness, 
fines imposed on constables, or for assaults on constables, or on# 
drunken persons in a court of summary jurisdiction in the City, 
and from the proceeds of the sale of police clothing (1). The City 
Chamberlain is the treasurer (/). 


iq) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 109), s. 21. 

(r) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet c. 45), s 28 ; and see p. 474, ante, 

(8) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 8. 

(a) PoUce Disabilities Removal Acts, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 9) and 1893 
(56 & 67 Viet. c. 6); see title Eleciions, Vol. XII., p. 311; and see 
pp. 468, 474, ante. 

(b) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 91. 

(c) Ibid,, 8. 92. 

(d) Ibid,, B, 03. 

(e) Ibid,, B, 67. 

(/) Ibid,, 8. 68. The manner in which the rate is to be made and 
recovered is set out in ibid , ss. 58 — 84 ; see title Rates and Rating. The 
expenses of the ward officials are payable out of the police rate (City of 
London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), ss. 82, 86). The Common 
Council and police committee have power to inspect the rate (ibid., s. 81). 

(g) Ibid,, B, 68. The ^lice committee or the Common Council may 
remit rates on the ground of poverty or for any other sufficient cause 
(ibid,, 8. 77). 

(h) Ibid., B. 69. 

(i) Ibid, 

(k) Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 45), s. 39 ; see p. 609, poH, 

(l) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 11. 
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982. The Common Council or the police committee may order the 
Bupemnnuation of any constable on the recommendation of the 
Commissioner, and may fix within prescribed limits the amount of 
his superannuation allowance (m). 

If a constable is retired from the force owing to disablement 
consequent on the execution of his duties, the Common Council or 
police committee may award him a superannuation allowance not 
exceeding the amount of his pay (n). 

983. Constables who have received wounds or injuries, or shown 
extraordinary diligence, or incurred unusual expenses in executing 
the orders of the Commissioner in the arrest of offenders and in the 
preservation of the peace, may be awarded a special allowance by 
the Court of Aldermen, but it must not exceed the amount 
recommended by the Commissioner (o). 

984. The police authority in the case of damage by riot is the 
Common Council (p), and application for compensation is to be made 
to the town clerk of London (q). Payments made as compensation 
are made from the police rate (r). 

986. Apart from the general provisions for mutual assistance 
between police forces («), special provision is made for co-operation 
between the City of London and the Metropolitan Police in case of 
emergency (t). 


Part IV. — County Police. 

986. A police organisation for the counties came into being in 
1839, when the powers of county justices to appoint special 
constables were transformed and extended (a). 

The new organisation, which was originally permissive, was made 


(m) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 12. 
Tlio amount awarded is graduated according to the length of service, 
but if the constable is under sixty years of age it is unlawful to make 
any allowance except upon the certihcate of the Commissioner that ho 
is Incapacitated from further performance of his duty. In no case is 
a constable entitled as of right to any superannuation aliowanoe (ibid.), 

(n) Ibid. 

(o) Ibid., 8. 13. 

(p) Riot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 38), Sched. I. ; and see 
pp. 607, 508, post. 

(q) Home Office Regulation, 30th June, 1894. 

(r) Riot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 38), Sched. I. 

(s) See p. 491, post. 

(t) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 &: 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 24. The 
Home Secretary, at the request of the Lord Mayor, may authorise the 
employment of Metropolitan Police in the City, and the Lord Mayor, at 
the request of the Home Secretary, may authorise the employment of City 
police in the Metropolitan Police District. In either case the constables 
whose services are lent have the powers of the constables of the area in 
which they are called upon to serve. 

(a) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), ss. 1, 2 ; and see p. 492, 
post. 
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compulsory in all the counties in 1856 (b ) ; and there are now sixty 
county poUce forces in England and Wales (c). 

987 . The area for which the county police force acts is that which 
is under the authority of the county council (d ) ; but outlying parts 
of counties, wliich are not conveniently situated for supervision by 
the police of their own county, may, by agreement between the 
respective standing joint committees, be supervised by the police o£ 
an adjoining county (e), and boroughs which have no police force 
of their own may, by agreement between the county and borough 
councils, be placed under the supervision of the county police (/)• 

988 . When formed, the organisation was put under the control of 
the county justices at quarter sessions 0/) and remained so until 
1889, when this part of the justices* jurisdiction was transferred to the* 
standing joint committee of the county council and of the justices 
at quarter sessions (h). 

The standing joint committee now appoints the chief con* 
stable (i) and, with the approval of the Home Secretary, fixes 
the strength of the police force, the number of subordinate oflBcers 
with the gradations of rank, and the duties and pay attached to each 
rank (k). 

The standing joint committee is the authority which provides 
police stations and lock-up houses (Z), and the standing joint 


(6) CotintT and Boroush Police Act, 1856 (10 & 20 Viet. c. 69), b. 1. The 
provisions at the Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 45), Bupersede those of 
all local Acts where the latter are contradictory to it (ibid,, s. 31). 

(0) Police forces have been established for all of the fifty- three counties 
of England and Wales except those of London and Middlesex, which are 
wholly witliin the Metropoutan Police District; see p. 467, ante. The 
counties of York and Lincoln have separate forces for each of their 
respective ridings or divisions ; and the Isle of Ely (see the County Police 
Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 88), s. 34), the soke of Peterborough (see the 
County and Borough Police Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Viet. o. 69), s. 30), and 
the Isle of Wight each maintain a separate force. 

(d) This does not apply to the counties of London and Middlesex, nor to 
such parts of the counties of Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent, and Surrey as are 
within the Metropolitan Police District ; see p. 467, ante. Detached 
parts of counties were formerly placed under the supervision of the police of 
the county in which they were physically situated (County Police Act, 1839 
(2 & 3 Vict, c. 93), 8. 27 ; County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 88), s. 2) ; 
but this provision has been rendered superfluous in practice owing to the 
rearrangement of county boundaries made in pursuance of the Local 
Government Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Vict. c. 41) ; see ibid,, ss. 60—64. 

(e) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 88), s. 2. 

if) See p. 490, poet 

(a) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. c. 93), s. 2. 

(h) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 &: 52 Vict. c. 41), ss. 9, 30; and see 
titles Local Goverkment, Vol. XIX., pp. 348 ei seq,, 370 ; Magistrates, 
Vol. XIX.. p. 631. 

(1) County Police Act, 1839 (2 dc 3 Vict. o. 93), s. 4. More than one may 
be ap]>ointed, and one may be appointed to serve in more than one county 
(ibid , ('’ounty Police Act, 1857 (20 Vict. c. 2), s. 2). Thus, Cumberland 
and Westmoreland have the same chief constable, as also have the three 
parts ot Lincolnshire, and the police of the soke of Peterborough are under 
the chief constable of Northamptonshire. 

(%) County Pohoe Act, 1840 (3 ds 4 Vict. o. 88), s. 26. 

(I) Petty Sessions and Lock-up House Act, 1868 (31 ds 32 Vict. c. 22) | 
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eoinmitteeB of adjoining coanties, or the standing joint oommitted of 
a county and the council of an adjoining borough having a separate 
commission of the peace, may combine to provide such buildings on 
their borders for their mutual convenience (m). 

989. The rules for the government, pay, clothing, accoutrements, 
and necessaries of the county police forces are laid down by the 
Home Secretary with a view to uniformity, but thejr may bo 
modified by him, on the application of the standing joint com- 
mittee of any county, to meet the needs of that county (n). 

990. At the discretion of the standing joint committee the 
county may be divided into police districts, with a greater or smaller 
number of constables in each as they think fit(o). Where this division 
is in force, the whole county is charged with the general expenses of 
the police, and the police themselves are available for general 
county work ; but the particular districts must pay for the salaries 
and clothing of the police actually serving within them (p). 

991. The cost of the county police force is defrayed out of the 
police account of the county fund {q). There is paid into that account 
annually by the county council a sum equal to half the cost of 
the pay and clothing of the police (r), and the sum is repayable to 
the county council out of Exchequer contributions to the local 
authorities («), subject to the certificate of the Home Secretary as 
to the efficiency of the force (<). The remainder of the sum required 
is raised by a police rate, which is levied by the county council on 
the same basis as that for the county rate, and collected by the 
county treasurer from the guardians of the poor (a). 


Local Government Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 3; County Police 
Act, 1840 (3& 4 Viet. o. 88), s. 12. 

(m) Petty Sessions and Lock-up House Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. -2) ; 
Local Government Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Vict. o. 41), s. 3; County Police 
Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 88), s. 12; Lock-up Houses Act, 1848 (11 & 12 
Vict. c. 101) ; County and Borough Police Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Vict. o. 69), 
ss. 22, 23 ; and see title Local Government, Vol. XIX., p. 349. 

(n) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. c. 93), s. 3 ; but soo Iho Police 

Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Vict. c. 46), s. 31. . .. w , r. 

(o) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. o. 88), ss. 27, 28 ; Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 41), s. 9 ; Ee Looal Government Act, 
1888, Ex parte Leicestershire County Council and Standing J oini Committee 
of County of Leicester, [1891] 1 Q. B. 63. PoUce districts may have their 
boundaries altered or united, as the standing joint committee may from 
time to time think fit (County and Borough Police Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Vict. 
c. 69), 8. 4 ; County and Borough Police Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Vict. c. 32), 
B. 1). A single parish may be constituted a police district {Ex parte 
Knowling (1860), 6 B. & S. 195). 

(p) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 88), s. 28. * . , 

(< 7 ) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 41), ss. 24, 68; and see 
title Locai Government, Vol. XIX., p. 363. 

maintain a separate police account (County Police Act, 1839 (“ * 3 
o. 93), B, 83), and carry to it all fees and finw whi^ are pa^vabte to ^ 
police. As to the fees and other sums payable to the pension fund, see 

^ (r) LoMd Government Act, 1888 (61 & 82 Vict. e. 41), s. 24 (2) (i). 

ly is. to this oertifleate and the oonsequenoes if it is with- 

^*(a) ^unty^Ri^^Act, 1844 (7 A 8 Vict. e. 83). The rate is a unifomi 
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992. The chief constable is in command of the force and is 
responsible for its general dispositions and government (6), subject 
to the rules made by the Home Secretary (c) and the approval of 
the standing joint committee (d). 

He appoints the subordinate officers and the rank and file with 
the approval of justices at petty sessions (g), but he may dismiss all 
or any of them at his pleasure (/). 

It is his duty to make a monthly return to the clerk of the 
peace, based upon similar returns made to him by his superin- 
tendents, of the number and disposition of the men in his com- 
mand (^f), and to make a quarterly report to the standing joint 
committee on such matters concerning the police as the standing 
joint committee may require (h). 

He must attend every court of general or quarter sessions (ft) and 
comply with the directions given him in regard to the police to be 
present at assizes (t), and must obey all lawful directions given tO 
him, whether by the standing joint committee, or by the justices at 
quarter sessions, or the county council (k). 

He may not have any other profession or employment (Z) or 
canvass at parliamentary elections (m), and is exempt from serving 
on a coroner’s or other jury (n). The statutory provisions relating 
to the superannuation and pension of constables apply to chief 
constables (o). 


Deputy chief 993. With the approval of the standing joint committee, the 
ooxLstable. chief constable may appoint one of his superintendents to act as 
his deputy in the event of his incapacity, illness, or necessary 
absence from the county (p). A deputy so appointed may act in 


rate subject to the existence of separate police districts ; see County Police 
Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 88>, s. 28, and p. 483, ante. But the rate is not 
levied in the Metropolitan Police District, or in detached parts of counties 
contributing to the police late of another county, or in any municipal 
borough {ibid,, s. 3), As ti> ihe county rate generally, see titles Local 
Government, Vol. XIX., p. 3t>U; Rates and Rating. 

(b) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 6. 

(0) Ibid. ; see p. 617, poet 

{d) Ibid, ; see Local Government Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 30. 

{e) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 6. 

( /) Ibid. He has also power to suspend a constable whom he thinks 
negligent or remiss, and to impose a fine up to the amount of a week*s 
pay, or to degrade an offender to a lower rank (County and Borough 
Police Act, 1869 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 32), s. 26). 

(g) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 88), ss. 31, 32. 

(a) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 17. 

(1) Sheriffs Act, 1887 (60 &; 61 Viet. c. 66), s. 9. 

(/c) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 17 ; County and 
Borough Police Act, 1866 (19 6c 20 Viet. o. 69), s. 7 ; Local Government 
Act, 1888 (61 6c 62 Viet. o. 41), s. 9 (2). 

(l) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 10. 

(m) Ibid., s. 9; and see title Elections, Vol. XII., p. 311. The 
penalty for disobedience to this provision is £20. 

(n) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. o. 93), s. 10. 

(o) Police Act, 1890 (63 6c 64 Viet. c. 45), s. 12. As to these, see pp. 609 
d tieq,^jao$L 

(p) Couniy Police Act, 1839 (2 6 e 3 Viet c. 93), s. 7. 
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tlie event of a vacancy in the office of chief constaole o^ung to Pabtiv. 
death or otherwise, but not for a longer period than three months {q). County 

994 . Subordinate members of a county police force are sworn in 
before a county justice (r), and are required to make a declaratioii 
as to previous public employment («). While serving as constable ^ 
they may not exercise any other profession or employment (a\ and 
are exempt from service on a coroner s or other jury or in the 
military forces of the Crown (b). 

They have power to act throughout the area of the county in Powci's, 
which they serve, and in any adjoining county (c). They have 
also power to act in boroughs situated wholly or partly within the 
county where they serve, and must obey the lawful commands of 
justices exercising jurisdiction within any such borough (d)f hut 
they must not ho required to act in any borough having its own 
police force except in execution of the warrants of the county 
justices or by tlio order of their chief constable or superintendent (c). 


Part V. — Borough Police. 

996. The system of police in boroughs was formerly dependent Deveiopmcni 
iijion the common law^ right of the justices to ap])oint constables, of bonmjrh 
and upon the terms of the charter of each borough. In 18H5 th(‘ 


(q) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), b. 7. 

(r) Jhid,, B. 8. Instead of taking an oath they may now make a 
(h'claration (Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet, o, 72), s. 12); and 
8i‘e title M4GISTRATES, Vol. XIX., p. 643. 

{t) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 45). s 26, Schod. II. As to 
penalties for neglect of duty and unlawful possession of arms and 
accoutrements, see p. 601, post 

(а) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 10. This provision 
does not prevent their acting as inspectors of weights and measures, if 
appointed by the proper county authorities (Ji, v. Jarvis (1S54), 3 K. & B. 
640). 

(б) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 10. 

(c) Ibid , 8 . 8. The police of any of the border counties — Northumber- 
land, Cumberland, Berwick, Roxburgh, and Dumfries — have power in any 
of those counties to execute warrants of arrest for an offence committed lu 
the county which they serve (Police (Scotland) Act, 1867 (20 & 21 Viet, 
c. 72), 8 . 11). 

(d) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viot. c. 69), s. 6. 

(«) County and Borou^ Police Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 32), s. 2. The 
chief constable or superintendent is given power to order his constables to 
act in such a borough in cases of special emergency when required to do so 
by the watch committee (ibid,). The county police cannot, except in the 
case of fresh pursuit (see Indictable Offences Act, 1848 ( 1 1 & 12 Viet, o 42), 
s. 10), execute a warrant in a borough which maintains a separate police 
f«»rce. unless the warrant is indorsed oy a borough justice (B. v. Cumpton 
(1880), 6 Q. B. D. 341, C. (\ R.); and see titles (’niMiN4L L\wand 
Procedurr, VoL IX., p. 308; Magisi rates, Vol. XIX., p. 664 



486 


Poiiicii. 


Part V. 
Borough 
Police. 


■Boroughs 
with sepamte 
police force. 


organisation of the system was placed in the hands of the watch 
committee of the borough council of every municipal borough (/)• 

This arrangement, which was specially preserved when the county 
police system was established C^), is still maintained in the case of 
those boroughs which have a separate police force. There are, how- 
ever, many boroughs which do not maintain one. Thus, boroughs 
with a population of less than 10,000 in the year 1881 which 
formerly maintained a separate police force were, in 1889, trans- 
ferred for police purposes to the county (/i), and boroughs incorporated 
since 1882 have not the right to maintain a separate police force 
unless they contained a population of more than 20,000 at the date 
of the last census taken before incorporation (i). Power has also 
been given by statute for the consolidation of county and borough 
police forces (/c), and this power has been taken advantage of in very 
many cases. 

There remain, however, 128 cases of boroughs which maintain a 
separate police force (I). 


if) Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 70, 
now repealed and replaced by the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 
46 Viet. c. 50), 8. 190. 

(a) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 24. 

(h) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 39 (1). 

(i) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), s. 215. 

(k) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 88), s. 14 ; County and 
Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 69), s. 5. But a separate police 
force in a borough with a population of more than 15,000 persons at the last 
census is not to be superseded without the authority of the Home Secretary 
(ibid., 8. 19) ; and see, further, p. 618, post. 

(l) The following are the boroughs maintaining a separate police force : — 


Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Bacup, 

Barnstaple. 

♦Barrow. 

•Bath, 

Bedford. 

Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

Beverley. 

•Birkenhead. 

•Birmingham. 

•Blackburn. 

•Blackpool. 

•Bolton. 

•Bootle. 

Boston. 

•Bournemouth. 

•Bradford. 

Bridpvater, 

•Brighton. 

•Bristol. 

•Burnley. 

•Burton-upon-Trent. 

Cambridge. 

•Canterbury. 

•Cardiff. 

Carlisle. 

Carmarthen. 

•Chester. 


Chesterfield. 
Chinping Wycombe. 
Clitheroe. 

Colchester. 

Congleton. 

•Coventry. 

•Derby. 

•Devonport, 

Dewsbury. 

Doncaster. 

Dover. 

Durham. 

•Eastbourne. 

•Exeter. 

Volkestone. 

•Gateshead. 

Cilossop. 

Grantham. 
Gravesend. 
•Grimsby (Great). 
GuUdford. 

•Halifax. 

Hartlepool. 

•Hastings. 

Hereford. 

Hove. 

•Huddersfield. 

•Ipswich. 


Kendal. 

Kidderminster. 

King’s Lynn. 

• Kingston-upon-Hull. 
Lancaster. 
Leamington. 

•Leeds. 

•Leicester, 

•Lincoln. 

•Liverpool. 

Louth. 

Luton. 

Macclesfield. 

Maidstone. 

•Manchester. 

Margate. 

•Mertliyr Tydfil, 
•Middlesbrough. 
Neath. 

Newark. 

N ewcastle-under- 
Lyme. 

•Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
•Newport (Mon.). 

New Windsor. 
•Northampton. 
•Norwich. 
•Nottingham. 
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996. The area for which a borough police force acts is that 
covered by the borough itself ; but borough constables are entitled, 
and may be called upon, to act in any place in a county area within 
seven miles of the borough (m), 

997. The authority which controls the force is the watch com- 
mittee of the borough council (n\ which has the power of appoint- 
ment (o) and dismissal (p) of borough constables. It may iinposo 
fines on, or reduce the rank of (q\ or suspend (r) a constable for 
negligent performance of his duties, and may, on the recommenda- 
tion of the borough superintendent of police and with the approval 
of the borough council, grant rewards for meritorious conduct («). 

998. The force is maintained out of the borough fund (t) to 
which the borough rate (a) and watch rate, if any (fc), are payable ; 


♦Oldham. 

Saint Albans. 

Tiverton. 

♦Oxford. 

♦Saint Helens. 

'J'ruro. 

Penzance. 

♦Salford. 

Tunbridge Wells. 

Peterborough. 

Salisbury. 

♦Tynemouth. 

♦Plymouth. 

Scarborough. 

Wakefield. 

Poole. 

♦Sheffield. 

♦Walsall. 

♦Portsmouth. 

Slirewsbury. 

♦Warrington. 

♦Preston. 

♦Southampton. 

♦West Hartlepool. 

Ramsgate. 

♦Southport. 

Weymouth, 

♦Reading. 

♦South Shields, 

♦Wigan. 

Reigate. 

Stalybridge. 

Winchester. 

♦Ro<mdale. 

♦Stockport. 

♦Wolverhampton. 

Rochester. 

♦Stoke-upon -Trent. 

♦Worcester. 

♦Rotherham. 

♦Sunderland, 

♦Yarmouth (Great). 

Ryde. 

♦Swansea. 

•York. 


Tho boroughs marked * are county boroughs. There are seventy five 
of such boroughs, but seven are not included in this list, namely, < Voydon 
and West Ham, which are in tho Metropolitan Police District (sec p. 407, 
ante), and Bury, Dudley, Gloucester, Smethwick, and West Bromwich, 
the police forces of which are consolidated with county police forces. 
As to consolidation, see p. 490, post 

(m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 101 (2). 

In) Ibid., S8. 190 — 192 ; County and Borough Police Acts, 1856 (19 & 20 
Viet. c. 69), and 1869 (22 & 23 Viet. o. 32). Tho watch committee con- 
sists of the mayor and not more than one- third of the members of the 
borough council (Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), 
B. 190 (1) ). It-acts by a majority of those present, three constituting a 
quorum {ibid., s. 190 (2) ; and see title Local Government, Vol. XiX., 
pp. 311, 321). 

(o) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), s. 191 (1). 

(p) Ibid,, B. 191 (4). 

(q) County and Borough Police Act, 1859 (22 & 23 V»ct. c. 32), s. 26. 
The amount of the'fine must not exceed one week’s pay. The punishments 
are in addition to any others to which the offending constable may be 
liable (ibid.). 

(r) Ibid, This power may be exercised by any two jusGces having 

jurisdiction in the borough (Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 46 

Viet. 0. 60), g. 191 (4) ). 

(«) County and Borough Police Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. o. 32), s. 24. 

it) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 140, 
Sohed. V., Part II. ; and, as to the borough fund, see title Local Govebn- 
mcNT, Vol XIX., p. 310. 

(a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), s. 144. 

(b) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 U 46 Viet. c. 50), sa. 197 — 200; 
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but a sum equal to half the cost of the pay and clothing of the 
force is repayable annually to the borough council out of the 
Exchequer contribution to the local authority, subject to the certifi- 
cate of the Home Secretary of the efficiency of the force (c). 

The treasurer is the borough treasurer, by whom payments may 
1)3 made on account of expenses of the police subject to an order of 
the borough council (d). The power to provide police stations an I 
lock-up houses is vested in the council of any borough having a 
separate commission of the peace (e). 

999. The regulations affecting the control and discipline of 
borough police forces are commonly contained in special local Acts 
passed with that object ; but an adoptive public Act(/) (hereafter 
referred to as ** the adoptive Act *'), passed for the purpose of 
securing uniformity in such regulations, has been adopted by many 
boroughs and incorporated in their special Acts. 

Under provisions of the adoptive Act the persons to whom 
authority is given by the special Act have power to appoint and 
dismiss constables and a superintendent constable (g\ to pay the 
expenses of prosecutions, and to make such allowances and grunt 
such wages or salaries to the constables as they may think fit (//). 
They may also, if they think it necessary, apply for the appoint- 
ment of additional constables by the chief constable of the county 
in which the borough is situated, and pay for the cost of them (i). 

The powers of constables appointed under the adoptive Act, or a 
special local Act incorporating it, may be exercised in the area 
limited by the special Act and in any place not more than five miles 
outside it (k). 

The adoptive Act contains numerous provisions relating to street 
offences, fires, places of public resort, hackney carriages and public 
bathing which, irres2)ectivo of any local Act, are operative in every 
urban district (/). 

1000. In addition to the duties placed upon the police by the 
adoptive Act or any special local Act, there is a general duty placed 


and Bee title Local Government, Vol. XIX., p. 319. The amount of it 
is limited to 8d. in the £1 per annum (Municipal Coqioratians Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet. o. 50), b. 197 (3) ; and Bee title Rates and Katino). 

(0) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. o. 41), s. 24 (2) (i.) ; and 
Bee p. 517, post 

(a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. o. 50), s. 140, 
Sohed. V.; and see title Local Government, Vol. XIX., p. 313. 

(e) Petty Sessions and Look-up House Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. o. 22), 
B. 3. As to joint look-up houses, see pp. 482, 483, ante, 

(/) Town PoUoe Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 89). 

(a) Ibid., B. 6. 

(h) Ibid., 8. 9. 

(1) Ibid., 8. 7; see County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. e. 88), s. 19 ; and 
666 p. 491, post 

(£) Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 dc 11 Viot. c. 89), s. 8. 
it) Ibid., 88. 21--69 ; PubUo Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. o. 55), 
B. 171 ; and see titles Highways, Stbxsts, and Bridges, Vol. XVI., 
pp. 166, 167 ; Public Health and Local Administration ; Steebt asd 
Aeeial Traffic; and sec p. 50?, post 
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tlpon borough constables to perform all such duties connected wifch f'Aar V. 
the police in their respective boroughs as the watch committee may Borough 
from time to time prescribe (w). Police. 

In particular, the watch committee may employ constables who 
consent to perform such service wholly or partially as firemen (/t), 

1001. The watch committee or borough police authority are iietamsiwto 
required to make quarterly returns to the Home Secretary of the regulAtions. 
police regulations made hy them (o). 


1002. Borough constables are sworn in on appointment before a Hwcarinp in 
justice having jurisdiction in the borough (;)), and may be requir(‘<l 
to make and sign a declaration ns to tlioir previous service in a 
police force or public employment (fj). 


1003. Borough constables are disqualified from canvassing {uX Kicctor.a 
hut not from voting, at a parliamentary or municipal election in the 
constituency or borough in which they serve (//'). 


(m) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 09), s. 7 ; 
compare Andrews v. A'ott Bower, fl895] 1 Q. B. 888, C. A. ; and hoc 
pp. 497 et $eq„ post. As to penalty for neglect of duty, and for unlawful 
l>oB8e8sion of uniform and accoutrements, see p. 501, pofti. 

(n) Police Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 10), a. 2. As to the regulationa in 
regard to the pensions of constables so employed, see p. 514, post. Fire 
pmice may be employed in places where the Town Police Clauses Act, 
1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 80), is in force, outside the area of the borough, and 
in such case the expenses incurred may be claimed and recovered fronj tljo 
owner of the premises in which the ure has happened. In the evonl of 
disagreement as to the amount due, or to the propriety of sending the lire 
police to the premises, the decision of the justices of the peace is final 
(Town PoUce Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 89). s. 33). 

(o) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 192. Tlio 
dates on which these are to be made are the Jst January, the 1st A]>ril, 
the Ist July, and the Ist October in each year. 

(p) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 60), a. 191 (2) ; 
see Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 1 1 Viet. c. 89), s. 8. The swearing 
in now takes the form of a declaration to be made in accordance with the 
Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 12 ; and sec title 
Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 643. 

iq) Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 45). s. 26. Sched. II. 

(a) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 69), s. 9. 

(b) Police Disabilities llemoval Acts, 1887 (60 6c 61 Viet. c. 9), and 1893 
(56 & 67 Viet. c. 6). Under the first of these Acts provision is made for 
enabling constables on duty to vote ; see title Elections, Vol. Xl 1,, p. 311, 
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Part VI. — Consolidation and Mutual 
Assistance of Police Forces. 

Sect. 1. — Consolidation of County and Borough Forces. 

1004 . The police forces of any incorporated borough may be con- 
solidated with that of the county in which it is situated or which it 
adjoins, by mutual agreement (c) between the borough council on 
the one hand and the standing joint committee of the county 
council and county justices at quarter sessions on the other (d). 
The resolution for consolidation does not require more than a bare 
majority in either case, and is effective upon the exchange of a duly 
executed memorandum of agreement (c). 

A borough council which has sought to obtain such a consolida- 
tion agreement without success may apply to the Home Secretary, 
^Yllo has power to inquire into the terms of the proposed agreement 
nnd report thereon to the Sovereign in Council {J ). The Sovereign in 
(ouncil may thereupon fix the terms and conditions under which 
consolidation shall take place and the date as from which it shall 
take effect (/). 

1006 . Where the police of a county and borough have been con- 
solidated, the entire force is under the control of the chief constable 
of the county [g ) ; and while the watch committee of the borough 
retains the right of appointing borough constables, in the absence of 
a provision in the agreement giving it to the chief constable, the 
cluof constable has the sole right of dismissal (/ 7 ). Whenever he 
(lismibses a borough constable it is his duty to report the fact, with 
his reasons for it, to the mayor of the borough, and any constable 
so dismissed is disqualified from reappointment by the watch 
committee without the chief constable’s assent (^). 

1006 . A consolid ationagreement which has been voluntarily 
concluded may be determined by six months’ notice in writing on 
either side(/0; but the notice of discontinuance must have been 
carried by a three-fourths majority of the side giving the notice (i), 


(r) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet c. 88), s. 14. 

\d) Ibid. ; see Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. o. 41), s. 30. 
(c) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. o. 88), s. 14. The memoiandum 
must be sij^ned on behalf of the county by two or more members of the 
standing joint committee and countersigned by the clerk of the peace ; and 
must be under the common seal of the borough {ibid.). 

if) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 &: 20 Viet. o. 69), s. 5. 

(a) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet, c. 88), s. 15. 

{h) Ibid., 8. 14. The notice, if given by the county, must be under the 
hand of one or more members of the standing joint committee and 
c ountersigned by the clerk of the peace ; if given oy the borough, it must 
be under the common seal of the borough (t£k2.). 

(I) Ibid. 
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and the determination of the agreement must receive the sanction 
of the Home Secretary (A). 

1007. Where the consolidation is in consequence of an Order in 
Council, its terms may be varied from time to time, or it may be 
determined by a subsequent Order in Council ( 1 ), 

Sect, 2. — Assisfctnce of One Police Force hj Another. 

1008. Power is given by statute to police authorities to 
enable them, by agreement, to give assistance to one anotlier in 
emergencies (m). 

Arrangements may be made for the addition, to the force requir- 
ing aid, of such number of constables as may be agreed on between 
the authorities (a). The agreement may be in view of a particular 
emergency or it may be a standing agreement, and it may be made 
with reference to recurring or unforeseen events or otherwise as may 
be thought expedient (o). It may contain such terms as are thought 
expedient in regard to tlie command, expenses and pensions of the 
additional constables (p). 

During the time the agreement is in force, the additional 
constables have all the powers, duties and privileges of the 
constables of the force to which they are added (q). 

The police authority receiving the assistance is entitled to 
receive an Exchequer contribution equal to half the cost of the 
pay and clothing of the men whoso services it enjoys (r). 


Part VII. — Special Constables: Additional 

Police. 


Sect. 1. — Special Constablrs. 

1009. The authorities charged with the preservation of the 
peace have always had the power of appointing special constables 
to supplement the regular peace officers in an emergency (a). 


{k) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 69), a. 20. 

(/) Ibid., B. 5. 

{m) Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 46), b. 26 (1), (6). The agrocinent 
xnay be made by one police authority with several other police authorities 
at once {ibid., s. 26 (6) ). The power to conclude such an agreornent 
may be delegated by a police authority to its chief officer of ])olice by 
general or special order, and with or without any exception, restriction or 
conditions {ibid,, s. 25 (3) ). For the mutual co-operatiou of the 
Metropolitan Police Force and the City of London Police, see p. 481, ante. 
As to agreements between county x>olice authorities and borough police 
authoriues, see p. 490, ante. 

(n) PoUce Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 45), s. 25 (1). 

(0) Ibid., 8 . 25 (2). 

(p) Ibid., 8. 25 (4). 
iq) Ibid., 8. 26 (1). 

(f) It. on the Proeeoution of BoUterham Corporation v. WeH Biding of 
Yorkshire County Council, [1895] 1 Q. B. 806, C. A. ; and see p. 483, ante, 
{a) Compare Special Constabiee Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 41), 8. 22 ; 
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appointment 
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At the present day the power may be exercised by any two or 
more borough or county justices, upon the oath of any credibl ) 
witness that any tumult, riot, or felony has occurred or may 
reasonably be apprehended in any place within their jurisdiction, if 
they are of opinion that the regular peace oflScers are insufiScient 
for the preservation of the peace and the protection of life and 
property (b). 

1010. The appointment is made by precept in writing under the 
hands of the justices, who may appoint as many special constables 
as they think fit(c). Notice of the appointment and the reasons 
for it must be sent to the Home Secretary and the lord lieutenant 
of the county (c). 

1011 . All persons resident in tlie place or neighbourhood of the 
l^lace, vlio are liable to be nominated as parish constables, are 
eligible (J) and compelled to serve (c), and persons who are non- 
resident but willing to serve may be appointed (/). 

Where appointment has already been made of the resident person. s 
who are eligible, those who are by law exempt may be appointed on 
the authority of the Home Secretary (g). 

1012. In boroughs, two of the borough justices in October of 
every year are to appoint as many as they think fit of the inhabi- 
tants who are not legally exempt to act as special constables (h ), 
but such persons are only to act upon a warrant of one of the 


^’pocial Constables Act, 1820 (1 Geo. 4, c. 37) (repealed); Constables 
Expenses Act, 1801 (41 Geo. 3, c. 78). 

(o) Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, o. 41), s. 1 ; and see 
title Magistrates, Vol. NIX., p. 571. 

(c) Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 2 Will. 4, c. 41), s. 1. 

(d) Ibid, ; see p. 404, ante. 

(e) Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, o. 41), s 8; see title 
Criminal Law and Proceduhe, Vol. IX., p. 487, iu)tt* (/). On conviction 
before two justices they ai’e liable to a line of £5 lor refusing to serve 
(Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 41), s. 8), but the proceed- 
ings must be begun within two months (ibid., s. 15). The opinion was 
expressed in E, v. Vincent (1839), 9 C. & P. 91, per Alderson, B., that 
the justices ought to cause them to be indicted. Voters at a parlia- 
mentary election in any place are exempt from all liability to serve as 
special constables for that place durinj^ the period of the election unless 
they consent so to serve (Coirupt Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 
Viet. c. 102), 8. 8). 

if) Special Constables Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 43). 

(gr) Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 be 2 Will. 4, c. 41). ss. 2, 3. The 
Home Secietaiy may act on the repiebeutation of two justicob and order 
the appointment ol persona ordinarily exempted in the places named by 
the justices. Such persons ai-e liable to serve for tw^o months only. The 
Home Secretary has the further power of directing the lord lieutenant to 
have special constables sworn throughout a whole county or any part of 
it, irrespeotive of whether any persons are ordinarily exempt or not. lu 
such case the persons appoint^ are liable to serve for three months. 

{h) Munioip^ Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viot. c. 50), s. 196 (1); 
and see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 671. This does not supersede 
the power of borough justices to create special constables in an ememney 
under the Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 A 2 Will. 4, c. 41} (B, v. UuUoih 
(1840), 18 Q. B. 592) ; see p. 491, onls. 
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borough justices, in which such justice must recite that in his Saor.t 
opinion the strength of the borough police force is at the time Spedil 
insufficient (t). OenstableSi 


1013. A declaration is required to be made by special constables Deolmttoa 
on their appointment (A;), default in making which renders the ^ 
offender liable to a penalty not exceeding £5 if), 

1014. Except in the case of special constables appointed under Doration of 
the authority of the Home Secretary (m), the appointment subsists appointment, 
until it is discontinued or suspended at a special sessions of justices 

held for that purpose (ti). Notice of the discontinuance or suspension 
must be sent to the Home Secretary and the lord lieutenant of the 
county (o). 

1015. Special constables have all the powers which, at common Aren m 
law or by statute, an ordinary constable has in a county (j)), and wgarda 
may act with the like powers in an adjoining county by the order 

of the justices of the adjoining county {q). 

When appointed by a justice or justices exercising jurisdiction 
within the Metropolitan Police District or the City of London they 
may act for the \Yhole of that district and the City of London as if 
it were a single county (?•)• 

1016. The justices having jurisdiction in the place for which AUowancei, 
special constables have been appointed may at a special sessions to 

be held for the purpose (s) order payment to be made to the special 
constables from time to time of such reasonable allowances for their 
trouble, loss of time, and expenses as they may think fit (0* The 

(0 Municipal Corporations Act, 1S82 (45 & 46 Viet c. 50), s. 190 (3). (4). 

(k) Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, o. 41), b. 1 ; Proinissoiy 
Oaths Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), a. 8 ; Municipal Corporations Act. 

1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 106 (2). The declaration of a special con- 
stable is as follows: — “I A. B, do swear, that I will well and truly serve 
our Sovereign lord the King in the office of fecial constable for the parish 

[or townsliip] of without favour or afifeetion, malice or ill will ; and 

that I will to the best of my power cause the peace to be kept and pre- 
served, and prevent all oiTerioes against the persons and properties of his 
Majesty's subjects ; and that while I continue to hold the said office I 
will to the best of my skill and knowledge discharge all the duties thereof 
faithfully according to law ** (Special Constables Act, 1831 (I & 2 Will. 4, 
c. 41). B. 1). 

(l) Ibid., B. 7. But proceedings to enforce this penalty must be begun 
within two months (ibid., s. 15). 

(m) See p. 492, ante. 

(n) Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 WiD. 4, c. 41), s. 9. On such 
discontinuance or other termination of their appointment special oonstablm 
must deliver up every staff, weapon, and other article {provided for their 
use to the person and* at the time which any jnstioe, having jurisdiction in 
the place for which they were appointed to act, may direct (ibid., s. 10). 

(o) Ibid., 8. 9. 

Ip) Ibid., 8. 6 ; see E. V. Porter (1841), 9 C. & P. 778. 

(g) Special Constablee Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will, 4, o. 41), ■. 6 ; see London 
County Council (General Powers) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7 & 1 Geo, 6, 
c. cxz^), 8. 44. 

(Special Constable* 

|. B. 718, 


(r) PoMoe Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viot. o. 45), s. 

{$) Or at an a^onmed meeting of apecial sessions 
Act, 1831 (1 2 WilL 4, o. 41), s. 14). 

(<) Ibid., s. 13 ; see B. v. BamUton (1868), L. B. 3 i 
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cost of this payment is chargeable to the counfy rate fund, or, in 
boroughs not contributing to the county rate, to the borough 
iund (a). 

Ptowon is made ior the panlshment of aBsanlta on epecial 
cons\,ah\ee m the execution oi the duties of thevc o&ce (b). 


Sect. 2. — Constables of Railway and Other Companies. 


Special 
coriHtables at 
public under- 
taki ukb. 
Payment of 
expenses. 


Purpose and 
regulation of 
appointment 
and dismissal 
of railway 
police. 


1017. Special constables may be appointed in order to keep the 
peace at or near railroads, canals, and other public works (c). 

1018. Where it appears on the evidence of three or more credible 
witnesBes that the appointment of special constables is occasioned 
by the behaviour, wliether actual or apprehended, of the persons 
employed on such works, the justices having jurisdiction in the 
area where such persons are employed may make an order on the 
treasurer of the railway, canal, or other company for the payment 
of the special constables’ expenses (d); but the order must be 
made within one month of the appointment (d), and, after notice 
to and bearing the person on whom it is made(e), a copy of it 
muHt be sent to the Home Secretary for confirmation before it is 
binding on the company (/). 

The payment to be allowed must not exceed 5«. a day for each 
constable employed (/). When such an order is made and con- 
firmed, payment must be made within three weeks, or in default 
the property of the company may be distrained on (g), 

1019. Special constables are commonly appointed for and at the 
request of the railway companies for the purposes of restraining 
the commission of crimes upon their premises, whether by their 
own employees or by other persons (h). It is a necessary part of 
railway companies* business to protect the property entrusted to 
them as common carriers or otherwise, and as such the employment 


(a) Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, o. 41), s. 13. In 
boroughs the authorised payment is 3s. 6d. a day and such other allow- 
ances 08 are made by order of the borough council (Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 196 (6), Scheds. IV., V. (li.) ). As to the 
expenses of special constables whose appointment is occasioned by the 
conduct of people employed upon railway or other public works, see the 
text, infra, 

(b) Conviction of such an assault before two justices of the jieace renders 
the offender liable to a fine not exceeding £20, or the offender may be 
prosecuted in the same manner as one who commits on assault upon any 
other constable in the execution of the duties of his office (Special Con- 
stables Act, 1831 (1 &; 2 WUl. 4, c. 41), s. 11). Summi^ proceedings for 
Buob an offence must be begun within two months {ibid,, s. 16) ; and see 
p. 409, post, 

(c) Constables Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. o. 80), s. 1. , 

(s) E, V. Cheshirt Lines Committee (1873), L. B. 8 Q. B. 344. 

(/) Special Constables Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. o. 80), s. 1. The Home 
Secretary has power to disallow or reduce the amount of the payment 
allowed, and the order thereupon only has loroe as modified {ibid,, s. 2). 

(u) Ibid,, s. 8. 

(a) Lambert v. Oreat Eastern Eailway, [1909] 2 K. B. 776, (X A., per 
CoaaKS-HafiDT, M.B., at p. 781. 
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of special constables is within the scope of their incorporation (t). 
In practice, however, the appointment and dismissal of special 
coQStablea is commonly regulated by the special Acts passed for 
the several companies (^). 

The special constables are, during the time o! their service, the 
companies’ servants, and the companies are responsible for the 
acts done by them within the scope of their authority (1). 

Apart from the provisions of any special Act, they may be clothed 
in uniform or not at the companies’ discretion (m). 


SacT. r. . 


ConstsblCk 
of Railway 
and Other 
Companiei 


PoaiUon ot 
ooxkstablet. 


1020. Special constables are also appointed for keeping the peace Canals and 
on canals and navigable rivers (n). police. 

The appointment is made by two justices of the peace in the Apnointment 
county, and by the watch committee in boroughs, from the persons dismissal 
recommended to them for that purpose by or on hohulf of the 
proprietor of the canal or river (o). The same authorities have the 
power of dismissal (p). 


1021. The special constables so appointed for canals and rivers Powers of 
have all the ordinary powers of a constable (q). They may not act co*“i^»Wes. 
within the Metropolitan Police District (r) or, except within the 
actual limits of their employer’s premises, in any borough ; but 
elsewhere they have power to act up to a distance of a quarter of 
a mile from their employer’s premises («). They have power to 
arrest offenders against the Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 (t), without 


({) Edwards v. Midland Bail, Co, (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 287, per Fry, J., 
at V, 289 ; and see title Railways and Canals. 

(k) Thus, for instance, the employment of special constables on the 
Great Eastern Railway is regulated by the Great Eastern Railway 
(General Powers) Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. o. cx.), s. 60. 

(l) Lambert v. Great Eastern Railway^ [1909] 2 K. B. 776, C. A. ; see Qo^ 
V, (^eat Northern Bail. Co. (1861), 3 £. & E. 672; Edwards v. Midland 
Bail. Co. (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 287 ; compare Eastern Counties Bail. Co. v. 
Broom (1851), 6 Exch. 314 ; Walker v. South Eastern Bail. Co,, Smith v. 
Same (1870), L. R'. 6 C. P. 640; Malioney v. Besley (1865), 4 F. & F. 
544. But companies are not liable for the acts of such servants outside the 
scope of their authority ; compare Stevens v. Midland Bail. Co, (1864), 10 
Exch. 352 ; and see, generally, title Master and Servant, Vol. XX., 
pp. 248 et seq,^ 261. 

(m) Lambert v. Great Eastern Railway, supra, per Cozens -Hardy, M.R., 
at p. 782 ; compare Great Eastern R^way (General Powers) Act, 1900 
(63 & 64 Viet. o. ox.), s. 60 (6). 

(n) Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 (3 dc 4 Viet. o. 60), s. 1. They are required 
to render a declaration, in the form set out in ibid., s. 1, similar to that 
made by other special constables ; see p. 493, ante. P or neglect of duty 
they are liable on summary conviction before a mapstrate to a fine of 
not more than £10, which may be deducted from their wages, or to one 
month*s imprisonment with or without hard labour (Canals (Offences) 
Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. o. 50), s. 4). As to summary convictions, see title 
Magistrates, VoL XIX., pp. 589 et seq. 

( 0 ) Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. o. 50), s. 1. As to canal 
proprietors, see, generally, title Railways and Canals. 

ip) Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet o. 50), s. 2; on dismissal 
snon constables are required to deliver up their accoutrements {ibid., •• 5) | 
and see p. 501, pofff. , 

(q) Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 60), as. 1, 10. 

(r) See p. 467, ante. 

(a) Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 (3 dt 4 Viot. e. 60), s. 1, 

(/} 3 4 Viet. 0. 50. 
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a warrant and to detain carriers of stolen goods (o), and are 
protected against assaults and resistance to moir authority (i). 
They are paid such amount and at such time as their employers 
may think fit (c). 

1022. Special constables may also be appointed by two justices 
on the nomination of the authority (d) controlling a harbour, dock, or 
pier, and may be dismissed by them (e\ The persons appointed 
have all the authority of constables within the limits of the harbour, 
dock, or pier, and for a distance of one mile from it (/). 

1023. Water bailiffs having the authority of constables may be 
appointed by boards of conservators of fishery districts (g). 

1024. The Chancellor or Vice-Chancellor of the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge have power to appoint special constables for 
their respective universities (A). 

1025. Additional constables may be appointed by the chief con- 
stable of any county, with the approval of the standing joint 
committee of the county council and of the justices of the county 
at quarter sessions, on the application and at the expense of any 
person or persons who can show the necessity for them(i). These 
additional constables, though appointed to serve in a particular area, 
have all the powers of other county constables, and are under the 
authority of the chief constable, who, upon the application for that 
purpose of the persons who asked for their appointment, must 
discontinue their employment (A). 

(a) Canals (Offences) Act, 1840(3 & 4 Viet. o. 60), s. 11. 

\b) Ibid., s. 6. The penalty, on summary conviction before a magis- 
trate, is a fine not exceeding £10, or imprisonment for two months with or 
without hard labour. As to summary convictions, see title Magistrates, 
Vol. XIX., pp. 689 et seq. The special constables are also protected by 
the provisions of the Public Authorities Protection Act, 1893 (66 & 67 
c. 61) ; see title Public Authorities and Public Officers. 

(c) Canals (Offences) Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 60), s. 3. 

(d) See, generally, title Waters and Watercourses. 

(e) Harbours, Docks, and Piers Clauses Act, 1847 ^0 & 11 Viet. c. 27), 
Bs. 79, 80. 

(/) Ibid., s. 79. 

Ig) Salmon Fishery Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 121), s. 27. This is with- 
out prejudice to the appointment of additional constables (ibid.) ; and 
see the text, infra. See also title Fisheries, Vol. XIV., pp. 607, 609. 

(h) Universities Act, 1826 (6 Geo. 4, c. 97). The Chancellors or Vice- 
Chancellors may appoint as many men as they think fit. The men so 
appointed are sworn in and receive a certificate of authority entitling them 
to act for a specified time or while they retain their certificate. Their 
authority is confined to the university and an area with a radius of four 
miles from it. As to the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, see title 
Education, Vol. XI., pp. 94, 96. 

(i) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 88), s. 19. As to chief con- 
stables, see p. 484, ante ; and the powers of county constables, p. 485, ante. 
As to the appointment of additional constables in the Metropolitan 
Police District, see p. 473, ante. 

(h) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 88). Such additional 
constables are now appointed in lieu of watchmen in parishes which 
adopted and have continued to avail themselves of the Lighting and 
Watching Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 90) (County Police Act, 1840 (Z ^ 4, 
Yiot. 0 . 88), s. 201. 
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Part VIII. — General Powers and Duties of 

Constables. 

1026. The Police Acts give to the members of every police force 
all the powers, privileges, and duties which any constable duly 
appointed has within his constablewick at common law or by 
statute (1). 

The general duties of constables are to preserve the King’s peace, 
and with that object to keep watch and ward in their sev('ral dis- 
tricts, and to bring criminals to justice (in), 

1027. For the efficient execution of these purposes they are given 
powers of arresting offenders under the warrant of a justice of tlu) 
peace (n), and in some cases without warrant (o). They may not, 
however, execute the warrant of a justice outside the limit of the 
area for which they act, except in the case of fresh pursuit, when 


(1) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 44), s. 4; County Police 
Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 8 : City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 
Viet. c. xciv.), s. 9 ; Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 60), 
fi. 191 (2). A constablewick is the area for which a constable is empowered 
to act. 

(w) 1 Bl. Com., i>. 360 ; Statute of Winchester, 1285 (13 Edw. 1, o. 6) ; 
Com. Dig., tit. Justices of Peace (B. 79.). 

(n) For the provisions regulating the issue of such warrants, see Indict- 
able Offences Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. o. 42); Summary Jurisdiction 
Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 43); titles Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., pp. 307 et 8€q. ; Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp. 564, 596. As to 
warrants of arrest in various matters, see also titles Coroners, Vol. VIII., 
pp. 266, 267 (arrest of coroner’s witnesses); Extradition and Fugitive 
Offenders, Vol. XIV., p. 422 (fugitive offenders) ; Gaming and Wager- 
ing, Vol. XV., p. 291 (common gaming house). As to the powers of 
customs officers, see title Eevenue. 

(o) As to the right to arrest without warrant at common law, see title 
Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 296 — 300 ; and, under a 
variety of statutes, ibid,, pp. 300, 301. Members of the Metropolitan, 
City, and borough police forces have power so to arrest idle and disorderly 

E ersons (Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. o. 47), s. 64; City of 
london Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. o. xciv.), s. 18 ; Municipal Corpora- 
tions Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 60), s. 193). The same applies in the 
case of street offences in the Metropolitan Police District or the City of 
London, and in boroughs where the Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 
11 Viet. c. 89), has been adopted (Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 
Viet. 0. 47), s. 64 ; City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), 
8. 36 ; Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 89), s. 28). As to 
constables’ power to arrest in certain circumstances without a warrant, 
see also titles Copyright and Literary Property, Vol. VIII., p. 171 
(pirated music) ; Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. XI., p. 664 (brawling in 
church); Infants and Children, Vol. XVII., p. 168 (offences under 
the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67) ; Metropolis, Vol. XX., p. 466 
(offences against Metropolis Management Acts); Open Spaces and 
Bscbeatiok Grounds, voL XXI., p. 696 (throwing rubbish into public 
garden; and compare ibid ., p. 683). As to a constable’s power of 
recapture of an escaped prisoner, see title Criminal IjAW and Pro** 
CEDURE, Vol. IX., p. 609. 
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they may eteente it at any place within seven miles of the 
General boundary (p). 

Powers and Upon arrest constables may, if necessary, handcuff a person 
Duties of whose demeanour is violent or raises an apprehension of violence (a), 
Constables, search him and take away from him articles that are 

dangerous or available as evidence of the offence with which he is 
charged (b). 

Execution 1028. It is their duty to execute search warrants issued by a 
if search justice of the peace and directed to them (c) ; and in some cases they 
warrants. j^ave a right of search without warrant (d). 

ip) Indictable OfFenoes Act, 1848 (11 12 Viet. c. 42), s. 10; see title 

Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 308. As to fresh pursuit, 
see also ibid., p. 300. As to the powers of police in border counties, 
800 note (o), p. 485, ante. 

(a) Wright v. Court (1825), 4 B. & C. 696 ; see Leigh v. Cole (1853), 6 
Cox, C. C. 329. A prisoner who is handcuffed without a reasonable 
nccessitv for such a course has a right of action for damages (B, v. Taylor 
(1895), 69 J. P. 393). 

(h) Lt.igh V. Cole, supra ; BesseU v. Wilson (1853), 20 L T. (o. 8.) 233, 
per Lord Camprell, C J. ; see Dillon v. O'Brien and Davis (1887), 20 
L. R. Ir. 300 ; and see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., 
p. 007, note (w); Bice v. Jarvis (1886) 49 J. P. 264. As to information 
given to the police by persons whom they have arrested, see titles 
V. kiminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 394 et sea. ; E. v. Winkel 
(1911), 76 J. P. 191. As to restitution of property in the hands of the 
police, see titles Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp. 577, 606; Pawns and 
Pledges, pp. 247, 264, 265, ante. 

(c) The common law right to issue a search warrant is confined to cases 
©f stolen property, but the right is extended to a variety of other matters 
by statute. A list of these is set out in title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., p. 310, to which reference generally should bo made for the condi- 
tions under which search warrants are to be issued and executed. As to 
search warrants in various matters, see also titles Animals, VoL I., p. 418 
(unlawful vivisection); Clubs, Vol. IV., 434, 436, 437 (offences in dubs); 
Copyright and Literary Property, Vol. VIII., p. 171 (pirated music); 
Explosives, Vol. XIV., p. 391 (offences with regard to explosives) ; 
Extradition and Fugitive Offenders, Vol. XlY., p. 422 (fugitive 
offenders) ; Fisheries, Vol. XIV., p. 639 (offences with regard to salmon) ; 
Gaming and Wagering, Vol. XV., p. 291 (common gaming house); 
Infants and CmLDREN, VoL XVII., p. 168 (offences under the Children 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 67); Intoxicating Liquors, Vol. XVII., p. 120 
(offences with regaid to licensed premises); as to protection of a con- 
stable in executing- search warrant, see title Malicious Prosecution 
AND Procedure, Vol. XIX., p. 688, note (d). 

(d) Constables have power to search without a warrant persons coming 
from land and suspected of having been unlawfully in search of game 
(Poaching Prevention Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. o. 114 ; see title Game, 
Vol. XV., pp. 237, 238). A written order from a chief oflBcer of pohoe is 
s\ifficient authority to a constable to search for stolen property on premises 
occupied by j^ersons convicted of fraud or dishonesty punishable by penal 
servitude or^mprisonment, or ^upied ^tually within the previous 

ing thieves (Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 86^ictf c.^112), s. 16). 
In cases of emergency they have power to search for explosives with only 
a written prder from a superintendent of police (Explosives Act, 1875 
(38 & 39 Viet. 0 . 17), s. 73 ; see title Explosives, Vol. XlV., pp. 391 et seqX 
The Metropolitan and Cit^of London police have power to stop and search 
boats or carriages for stolen goods (Metropolitan rolice Act, 1839 (2 & 3 
Viet. c. 47)» 8. 66; City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 5c 3 Viot. ©. xciv.h 
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1029. When money is paid to a constable in discharge of a 
penalty imposed by a court of summary jurisdiction, it is his duty 
to j»y the money over to the clerk of the court of summary juris- 
diction (c) ; and, when it is paid to a constable in discharge of a 
sum in respect of which a distress warrant has been issued, the 
constable is dispensed from the duty of further execution of the 
warrant (/). 

. 1030. A warrant must be strictly executed, otherwise the con- 
stable to whom it is. directed is liable to an action (q). A constable 
acting in pursuance of a justice’s warrant is protected against action 
brought without a precedent demand to produce the warrant for 
perusal and copy, and a refusal on his part to produce it, or brought 
without due notice, or brought in consequence of any want of 
jurisdiction in the justice who signed the warrant (/i). 

Any action brought against a constable acting in execution of his 
duty must be brought within six calendar months of the act com- 
plained of (i). 

1031. A constable in the execution of his duty is entitled to receive 
aid from private persons on occasions where there is reasonable 
necessity for it (k). Persons refusing or neglecting to give aid are 
liable to indictment at common law (/). 

1032. To assault, resist, or obstruct a constable in the execution 


s. 49), when actually in transit {Hadley v. Terhs (1866), L. R. 1 Q. B. 444) ; 
and they have power, with a written order from tlio Commissioner, to 
enter, unlicensed theatres gambling houses etc. (Metropolitan Police Act, 
1839 (2 & 3 Viot. c. 47), ss. 46—48; City of London Police Act, 1839 
(2 & 3 Viot. 0. xciv.), ss. 30 — 32); see pp. 472, 479, ante, 

(6) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. o. 43), s. 31. 

(/) Ihid., ss. 28, 31 ; and see title Distress, Vol. XL, p. 226. 

(g) Parton v. WiUiams (1830), 3 B. &: Aid. 330 ; CroUer v. Cundey 
(1827), 6 B. & C. 232 ; Eoye v. Bush (1840), 1 Man. A G. 776; and sco 
title Public Authorities and Public Officers. 

{h) Constables Protection Act, 1760 (24 Geo. 2, c. 44), s. 6. The action 
must not be brought for a space of six days after the demand and com- 
pliance with the demand for production ef the warrant. 'I’bis provision, 
though originally apphcable to parish constables only, is applicable now to 
every member of a police force. It applies when a constable executes a 
distress warrant which has been duly issued but the execution of which is 
suspended without authority by the justices {Barrons v. Luscomhe (1836), 
6 Nev. & M. (K. B.) 330) ; see also title Ac i ion, Vol. I., p. 26. As to the 
effect of acting under a warrant upon an otherwise criminal act, s.^., 
murder, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 674. 

(i) Public Authorities Protection Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet, o 61), s. 2 ; 
see titles Limitation op Actions, Vol. XIX., p. 176 ; Public Authorities 
AND Public Officers. 

(k) E, V. Brown (1841), Car. & M. 314. It is no defence that the single 
aid of the person called upon would have been of no avail {ihid») ; and see 
title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 606, 607. 

(l) E , V. Brown, supra; E, v. Sherlock (1866), L. 11. 1 C. C. R. 20; 
and see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 606, 507. 
Persons going to the aid of the police when called upon are protected 
eundo, rnorawd/o, ^ redeundto {B> V. Phelps (1841), Car. A M. 180, pet 
COLTMAN, J.). 
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of Ills duty is an offence for which the offender may either lie 
indicted (m) or tried summarily {n). 

1033. Metropolitan and county constables are exempt from service 
in the militia or on juries (o), and from payment of tolls (p). 

The publication by a chief officer of police of any matter issued 
by him for the information of the public is^ in the absence of express 
malice, privileged (q). 

The duty of a constable to bring criminals to justice does net 
prevent him from receiving rewards offered by private persons for 
their apprehension (r). 

Provision has been made by statute for a weekly rest day for 
members of every police force (s). 


(m) Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 100), s. 38, 
conviction under which renders the offender liable to imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for a period not exceeding two years. Under the 
Prevention of Crimea Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 112), s. 12, the court may 
in its discretion impose in the alternative a fine not exceeding £20, and, in 
default of payment, imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for a period 
not exceeding six months, for an assault on a constable ; and by the 
Prevention of Crimes Amendment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 75), s. 2, a 
fine not exceeding £5, and, in default of payment, two months’ imprison- 
ment, for resisting or obstructing a constable in the execution of his duty ; 
and see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 506, 507. 

(n) Under th^ Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 18, 
persons assaulting or resisting or inciting others to assault or resist a 
constable are liable on conviction before a magistrate to afinenotexcei^d- 
ing £5, or imprisonment for not more than one month. The City of 
London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 18, provides for a similar 
punishment on conviction before a justice of the City. A similar offence in 
relation to a borough constable renders the offender liable to a fine not 
exceeding £5 (Municipal Corporations Act, 1883 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 195), 
or, where the Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. o. 89), is in 
force, to a fine not exceeding £5, or imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for not more than one month. In the latter case the conviction 
may be before one justice {ibid,, s. 20). A similar offence, in regard to a 
county constable or a special constable either in a county or borough, 
renders the offender liable on conviction before the justice to a fine not 
exceeding £20 (Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, o. 41), s. 11 ; 
County Police Act, 1839 (2 dc 3 Viet. o. 93), s. 8). As to the scale 
of punishment then applicable, see the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 
(42 &; 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 20; title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp. 568 et sea., 
572-~574. 

(o) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 10; Juries Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 Viet. 0 . 77), s, 9, Sched. ; and see title Juries, Vol. XVIII., 
pp. 230, 231. 

(p) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 10; County 
Ponce Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 88), s. 1 ; see title Highwats, Streets, 
AND Bridges, Vol. XVI., p. 65. 

(q) Law of Libel Amendment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 64), s. 4; see 
title Libel and Slvnder, Vol. XVIII , pp. 697, 699. 

(r) England v. Davidson (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 856; Smith v. Moore 
(1845), 1 C. B. 438 ; J^eville v. KeUy (1862), 12 C. B. (n. s.) 740 ; but it has 
been said that such rewards are contrary to public policy (Burt v. Wake- 
field Bank (1878), 4 C. P. D. 1, per Grove, J., at p. 6). As to whether the 
police themselves or the person giving them information are entitled to the 
reward, see Laneaster v. Walsh (1838), 4 M. & W. 16; Thatcher v. England 
(1846), 3 C. B. 254 ; Burt v. Wakefield Bank^ eupra. 

is) Police (Weekly Best-Day) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7 fc 1 Geo. 6, c. 13). 
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1034. It is an offence for a constable in any police force in viola- 
tion of his duty to do or fail to do any act ( 0 , or to resign or absent 
himself from duty without either the written consent of the chief 
oflBcer of the police force or of the superintendent under whom he 
is placed, or without having given to such superior oflicor one 
calendar month’s notice of his intention to resign (u). 

1035. It is the duty of every constable on resignation or dismissal 
to deliver up his clothing, accoutrements, and the other appointments 
supplied to him as constable, to the person and at the time and place 
directed by the chief ofiScer or superintendent (v). Omission to do 
80 is an offence. 

1036. The unauthorised possession of police clothing and accoutre- 
ments by any person not able to account satisfactorily for it, or tlie 
false pretence of being a constable, or the unauthorised use of police 
clothing or accoutrements for the purpose of obtaining admission to 
a house or other place, or for any other unlawful j^urpose, is an 
offence (w). 


Tin's Act requires adoplion by each police aulhoiity, hut if not adopted 
within four years from 26th July, 1910, comes automatically into operation 
at the expiration of that period {ibid.). 

(<) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. o. 93), s. 12 ; Metropolitan 
Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. o. 47), s. 14 ; City of London Police Act, 1839 
(2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 15. Under these statutes the penalty is a lino not 
exceeding £10, which may be deducted from the constable’s pay, or, in the 
discretion of the court, imprisonment for a period of not more than one 
month, with or without hard labour. In the case of borough con8tal>l(*s 
the penalty is a fine not exceeding 40«., or, in the discretion of the court, 
imprisonment for not more than ten days or dismissal from the foico 
(Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 194). The 
offence is in all cases punishable summarily, and is irrespective of the 
penalty of suspension or dismissal. As to larceny or embezzlement hy 
police officers, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 04 1, 
654. 

(tt) County Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 13; County and Boroujih 
Police Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 32), s. 4 ; Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 
(2 & 3 Viet. 0. 47), s. 15 ; City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vu i. 
0 . xciv.), 8. 17. The offender is liable on conviction to forfeit all arrears of 
pay due to him or to a penalty not exceeding £5. In the case of county or 
borough police both forfeiture and penalty may be imposed (County and 
Borough Police Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 32), s. 4) ; but see Town 
Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 89), s. 10, whereby in places 
where that Act applies the offender is liable to forfeit all arrears of pay, or 
to a penalty not exceeding £5, or, in the discretion of the justices, to 
imprisonment for not more than fourteen days (ibid., s. 10). 

(v) County Police Act, 1839 (2 &; 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 14 (a search warrant 
for the discovery of such accoutrements as are not delivered up may be 
issued by a justice (ibid.) ) ; Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vii t. 
c 89), s. 11; Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 16. 
This provision does not apply m the City of London, or in the case of 
boroughs where the Town Wfico Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. o. 89), 
has not been adopted or where there is no similar provision in the local 
Act. The penalty in all cases where the provision applies is imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for a period not exceeding one month ; and a 
search warrant may be issued {ibid., s. 11). As to pawning police clothing, 
me title Pawns and Pledges, p. 237, ante. 

(w) County Police Act» 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), 8 15 ; Metropolitan 
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1037. It is an offence for a licensed victualler to bribe or attempt 
to bribe a constable, or to supply him with liquor or refreshment 
when on duty, except by an order of a superior oflBcer, or knowingly 
to harbour or entertain any constable or to permit him to remain on 
his premises except in the execution of his duty during any part of 
the time during which the constable is on duty (x), 

1038. Special powers and duties are given to the police under a 
variety of statutes, such as those relating to aliens (?/), animals (z), 
the army (a), bail (b), betting and gaming (c), billiard licences (d\ 
brawling (e), bread (/), brothels (p), canals (fc), cattle (t)i children (j), 


Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 17 ; City of London Police Act, 1839 
(2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), b. 16 ; Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet, 
c. 89). The provision does not apply in boroughs where the Town Police 
Clauses Act, 1847 ( 10 & 11 Viet. c. 89), has not been adopted or where there 
is no similar provision in the local Act. The offender is liable in every case 
where it does apply to a penalty not exceeding £10, in addition to any 
other punishment to which he may be liable (ibid., s. 12). 

(x) Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910 (10 £dw. 7 & 1 Geo. 5, c. 24), 
B. 78. Under uiis statute the penalty for a first offence is a sum not exceed- 
ing £10, for a subsequent offence a sum not exceeding £20. See also Metro- 
politan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 44), s. 6; County Police Act, 1839 
(2 & 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 16. Under these statutes, which include the holder of 
an “off licence,’* the offender is liable to a penalty not exceeding £5. Under 
the Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. o. 89), s. 34, the penalty 
is a sum not exceeding 20s. ; and see title Intoxicating Liquors, 
Vol. XVIII., pp. 134, 136. As to bribery of and extortion by the police 
generally, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 481, 
483, 484. 

(y) Aliens Act, 1905 (6 Edw. 7, c. 13); see title Aliens, Vol. I., 

р. 326. 

(z) See title Animals, Vol. I., pp. 398, 399, 400 et sea., 414, 415, 418, 
410, 422, 431. 

(a) Army Act (44 & 45 Viet. c. 58) ; see title Royal Forces. 

(b) Summary Jiuisdiction Act, 1879 (42 &43 Viet. c. 49), s. 42 ; see title 
Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 608; see also p. 505, post 

(0) Stat. (1641-2) 33 Hen. 8, c. 9 ; Gaming Act, 1802(42 Geo. 3,o. 119) ; 
Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. o. 109) ; Betting Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. 

с. 119) ; Gaming Houses Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. o. 38) ; Street Betting Act, 
1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 43) ; see title Gaming and Wagering, Vol. XV., 
pp. 284, 285, 291, 294 et seq,^ 303. 

(d) Gaming Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. o. 109) ; see title Theatres and 
Other Places of Entertainment. 

(e) Ecclesiastical Courts Jurisdiction Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 32) ; 
see titles Burial and Cremation, Vol. 111., p. 422 ; Ecclesiastical Law, 
Vol. XL, p. 664. 

(/) Bread (London) Act, 1822 (3 Geo. 4, c. cvi.) ; Bread Act, 1836 (6 & 
7 will. 4, 0 . 37) : see title Pood and Drugs, Vol. XV., p. 48. 

(g) Disorderly Houses Act, 1761 (25 Geo. 2, o. 36) ; Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. o. 69) ; see title Criminal Law and 
Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 542, 543. 

(h) Special Constables Act, 1838 (I & 2 Viet. o. 80) ; see p. 494, ante, and 
title Railways and Canals. 

(1) Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 &; 11 Viet. o. 89) ; Metropolitan 
Market Act, 1857 (20&21 Viot.c. cxxxv.) ; Metropolitan Streets Act, 1867 
(30 & 31 Viet. 0. 134) ; see title Street and Aerial Traffic. 

(/) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67) ; see title Infants and Chiu 
PKEN, Vol. XVIL, pp. 161 zt sag., 168 et aaj:, 173 et sag. 
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chimney sweepers (A:), clubs (Z), coal(m), criminals (n), customs 
and excise (o), disorderly persons (p), distress (q), dogs (r), drunk- 
ards («), elections (t), explosives (ia), factories and shops (a), fire (6), 
food and drugs (c), game (d), hawkers (e), highways (/), house 
duty(^), illegal sports (ft), innkeepers (i), intoxicating liquors (7), 

{k) Chimney Sweepers Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 70) ; see title Public 
Health and Local Administration. 

(l) Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, & 1 Geo. 6, c. 24) : 
see title Clubs, Vol. IV., pp. 434, 436. 

(m) Coal Duties (London) Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. Ixxvi.) ; see titles 
Trade and Trade Unions ; Weights and Measures. 

(n) Penal Servitude Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. c. 69), s. 2 ; Prevention of 
Crimes Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 112), ss. 3, 6, 6, 7, 8, 16 ; Prevention pf. 
Crime Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 65), s. 2 ; Summary Jurisdiction A^, 
1979 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 10 ; see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., pp. 303, note(/) (power of arrest), 307 (breaking open doojp^ to 
nrrest), 414 (police supervision), 416 (reporting by convict) ; M. v. Mkchell 
(1912), 28 T. L. R. 484 ; title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 610. 

( 0 ) Stamp Duties Management Act, 1891 (64 & 55 Viet. c. 38) ; jiee title 
Revenue. 

(p) See title Street and Aerial Traffic. 

(q) Distress for Rent Act, 1737 (11 Geo. 2, 0 . 19), s. 6 ; see title Distress, 
Vol. XL, p. 192. 

(r) Dog Licences Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 6) ; Customs and Inland 
Revenue Acts, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 15), and 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. 0 . 21) ; 
Metropolitan Streets Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 134) ; Dogs Act, 1906 
(6 Edw. 7, c. 32) ; Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. 0 . 47), s. 61 ; 
see titles Animals, Vol. 1., pp. 398 et seq, ; Game, Vol. XV., pp. 253, 254. 

(a) Licensing Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. 0 . 94) ; Licensing (Consolidation) 
Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7 & 1 (jeo. 6, c. 24) ; see title Intoxicating Liquors, 
Vol. XVIIL, pp. 142, 143, 167. 

(0 See title Elections, Vol. XII., pp. 311, 489, 626, 627, 635, 637 
note (d). 

(tt) Explosives Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 17) ; see title Explosives, 
Vol. XlVt, pp. 374, 379 et seq.t 391, 392, notes ( 0 ), (e), 393, note(/). 

(а) Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 119; Shops 
Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 6, c. 64), s. 7 ; see title Factories and Shops, Vol. 
XIV., p. 629. 

(б) Metropolitan Fire Brigade Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 90), ss. 12, 22 ; 
Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 63), ss. 87, 88 ; see 
titles Metropolis, Vol. XX., p. 418; Public Health and Local 
A dministration. 

( 0 ) Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 63), 1879 
M2 & 43 Viet, c^ 30), and 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 61); see title Food and 
Drugs, Vol. XV., pp. 12, 13, 33, 34, 68. 

(d) See title Game, Vol. XV., pp. 236, 237, 238, 266, 260. 

(s) Hawkers Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 33), ss. 4, 6 ; see title Markets 
AND Fairs, Vol. XX., pp. 56, 67. 

(/) Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 89), ss. 24, 28; 
Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 dc 3 Viet. 0 . 47), s. 64 ; Public Health 
Acts Amendment Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 63), s. 79 ; see titles Highways, 
Streets, and Bridges, Vol. XVI., pp. 65, 123 ; Public Health and 
Local Administration ; Street and Aerial Traffic. 

(g) House Tax Act, 1803 (43 G^. 3, 0 . 161), s. 60; see tide Inhabited 
House Duty, Vol. XVII., p. 187. 

(h) Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. 0 . 89), s. 36 ; Metro- 
politan PoUoe Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. 0 . 47), s. 64. 

(1) Refreshment Houses Act, 1860 (23 6c 24 Viet. 0 . 27), s. 18 ; see titles 

Inns and Innkeepers^ Vol. XVII., p. 312; Intoxxoating Liquors, Vol. 
XVIIL, p. 133. ^ 

(f) Spirits Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 24), s. 153; Licensing (Consolida- 
tioii) Act, 1010 (10 Edw. 1 6b I Geo. 6, c. 24), ss. 10, 16, 22, 25, 27, 53, 
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licences (k), lunatics (/), markets and fairs (m), merchandisd 
marks (n), motor cars (o), pawnbrokers (p). pedlars (g), petroleum (r), 
poaching (s), post office (0, prostitutes (w), public health (i?), rail- 
ways refreshment houses (a;), ships (.y), small tenements (i^), 
street offences (a), street traffic (6), Sunday observance (c), tenants 
absconding (d), theatres and music halls (r). 


62, 64, 80, 81, 82; Revenue (No. 1) Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 18), 
ft. 5; see title Intoxicating Liquous, Vol. XVIII., pp. 22, 39, 42, 98, 99, 
104, 120, 132, 142, 143, 146, 156. 

(k) Gun Licence Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. o. 57), s. 9 ; Game Licences 
Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 90). Under the Finance Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 16), and Order in Council of 19th October, 1908, the county council may 
employ the police to exercise such powers and duties as were formerly 
exercised unaer the Game Licences Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 90), by officers 
of the Inland Revenue; see title Game, Vol. XV., pp. 247, 253. 

(Z) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 5), ss. 13, 20 ; Lunacy Act, 1891 
(54 & 56 Viet. c. 65), s. 2 ; see title Lunatics and Persons of Unsound 
Mind, Vol. XIX., pp. 605, 605, 606. 

(m) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), ss. 38, 39 ; see title 
Markets and Fairs, Vol. XX., pp. 16, 19, note (g), 

(n) Merchandise Marks Act. 1887 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 28), s. 12 ; see title 
Trade Marks, Trade Names, and Designs. 

(o) Motor Car Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 36), ss. 1,3; see title Street and 
Aerial Traffic. 

(p) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 93), ss. 34, 36, 42 ; see title 
Pawns and Pledges, pp. 247, 218, 256, ante, 

iq) Pedlars Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 96), ss. 6, 8, 9, 15, 17, 19 ; see 
title Markets and Fairs, Vol. XX., pp. 58, 59 

(r) Petroleum (Hawkers) Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 67), s. 4 ; see title 
Public Health and Local Administration. 

(a) Night Poaching Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 1 ; Poaching Prevention 
Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 114), s. 2 ; see title Game, Vol. XV., pp. 236, 
237 238. 

(Z) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48) s. 67 (2) ; see title Post Office, 
p. 667, posZ. 

{u) Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 89), s. 28 ; Metro- 

g olitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 64 ; see titles Poor Law; 
treet and Aerial Traffic. 

(v) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 106 ; see title 
Public Health and Local Administration. 

(lo) Cheap Trains Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. o. 34), s. 6 ; Railway Regula- 
tion Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 65), s. 17 ; see title Railways and Canals. 

(x) Refreshment Houses Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 27), ss. 18, 41 ; see 
title Intoxicating Liquor.s, Vol. XVIII., pp. 133, 142. 

iy) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), ss. 33 — 35 ; see 
titles Shipping and Navigation ; Waters and Watercourses. 

(z) Small Tenements Recovery Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 74); see title 
Landlord and Tenant, Vol. XVIII., p. 560. 

(a) Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & H Viet. c. 89), s. 28 ; Metro- 
politan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vief. o. 47), ss. 64, 62 ; see titles Highways, 
i TREBTS, AND BRIDGES, Vol. XVI., pp. 65, 123 ; PUBLIC HEALTH AND LOCAL 
Administration ; Street and Aerial Traffic. 

(6) Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 89), s. 62 ; see title 
Street and Aerial Traffic. 

(c) Sunday Observance Prosecution Act, 1871 (34&35 Viet. c. 87), s. 1 ; 
see titles Theatres and Other Places of Entertainment ; Time. 

(d) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 67 ; see titles 
Distress, Vol. XI., p. 192 ; Lj^dlord and Tenant, VoL XVIII., pp. 560 , 
661. 

(e) Metropolitan Police Act. 1839 (2 dc 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 40; see title 
Theatres and Other Places of Entertainment. 
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1089. Much of the work of the prosecution of crime is performed 
by the police at the expense of the local authority (/). 

This is done, in ^ some instances, in pursuance of a statutory 
obligation (g) ; but it is principally done in the exercise by them, 
on behalf of the public, of the right of any private person to 
prosecute (7/) ; and there are therefore certain classes of offences 
in which it is not open to them to proceed (i). 

1040. No uniform hierarchy of rank is established by statute 
for the police forces of the country ; but superintendents, inspectors, 
and sergeants of police are commonly appointed. 

The gradations of rank and the number in each rank is fixed, in 
the case of boroughs by the watch committee (/t), in the case of 
counties by the standing joint committee with the approval of the 
Home Secretary (/), in the case of the Metropolitan Tolice by the 
Commissioners with the approval of the Home Secretary (?/?), in tlie 
case of the City Police by the Commissioner of City I'olice with the 
approval of the Home Secretary and the Lo;d Mayor and 
Aldermen (n), 

1041. Superintendents and inspectors of police may admit to bail 
persons arrested without warrant who cannot be brought before a 
court of summary jurisdiction within twenty-four hours of the 
arrest (o). In places where the adoptive Act ( ;>) is in force, 

(/) In undertaking this responsibility the action of each police force is 
controlled by its police authority, and the extent to which the respon* 
eibility is assumed consequently varies in different police areas with the 
view of its duties taken by the particular authority. I'lie practice is the 
result of the balance of public convenience which is felt increasingly to 
require the application of con'istent principles in the prosecution of 
offenders. In the Metropolis and some of the larger boroughs (e.g , lUr- 
mingham), the police authority employs a solicitor for the excludvc 
purpose of advising the police and conducting prosecutions. As to the 
authority for incurring such expenses, see Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 140, Sched. V. ; County Police Act, 1839 (2 U 
3 Viot. c. 93), B. 18. 

(g) See, for instance, Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 ( 10 & 11 Viot. c 80), 
88. 9, 15; Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viot. c 47), s. 60. 

{h) Where, however, proceedings have already been taken by a private 
prosecutor, the court wul grant audience to him in preference to the police 
(12. y, Bu<iheU (1888), 16 Cox, C. C. 367). As to the powers of pri vat e 
persons to prosecute, sec title Ceiminal Law and Procedure, Vol IX , 
p. 293. 

(f) Thus, in a few cases, the power of instituting proceedings is limited 
to certain persons or to persons who have obtained the consent of the 
Attorney- General or others ; see titles Criminal Law and Procedure, 
VoL IX., p. 293 ; Education, Vol. XII., pp. 65 et seq. ; Bevenub. 

{k) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 191. la 
some cases the chief officer of police in a borough has the title of super- 
intendent; see p. 487, ante. 

(l) County Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. o. 88), s. 26 ; see p. 482, ante. 

(m) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 44), s. 5; seep. 470, 
ante, 

(n) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 ds 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 14; see 
p. 479, ante, 

(o) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 38; and 
see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 306, 307. 

ip) J.e.f Town Poljoe Clauses Aot, 1847 (10 4^ 11 Viet. o. 89); see p. 488| 

an^f 
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superintendents or other superior officers may admit to bail persons* 
arrested without warrant* who are charged with an offence, other 
than a felony, which may be tried summarily under that Act or a 
local Act, if they cannot conveniently be brought before a justice {q). 

Similarly, such officers in any police area may, and except in 
certain circumstances must, admit to bail persons apparently under 
sixteen, and charged with any offence, if they cannot be brought 
before a court of summary jurisdiction forthwith, upon sufficient 
recognisances being entered into by the parent or guardian (r). 

Constables in the Metropolitan Police District in charge of a 
station at night, or, in the City of London or any municipal borough, 
at any time when a justice is not sitting, have similar powers in the 
case of persons arrested without warrant and charged with offences 
which may be tried summarily (r). 

Superintendents of police have certain special powers of 
entry and search in the Metropolitan Police District and City of 
London {t\ and also in the country generally, under a few public 
statutes (a) and local Acts. But apart from these, and from the fact 
that constables must give notice of their intention to resign to the 
superintendents, if any, under whom they are placed (a:), the 
distinctive powers given to the superior ranks of a police force are 
the creation not of statute but of the regulations made for the 
particular force. 

1042. Arrangements for the disposition and management of the 
rank and file of each police force are made by its chief officer with 
the approval of the local police authority (?/). The requisite number 
of men is in this way determined and assigned to the several 
branches of police work. The distribution of such work to 
organised departments varies in different police forces, but a 


(q) Town Police Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. o. 89), s. 17. 

(r) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 67), s. 94. As to the excepted 
cases, and generally, see title Infants and Children, Vol. XVII., p. 170. 

(«) Metropolitan l?olice Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 9 ; City of London 
Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet, e^ xciv.), s. 61 ; Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s, 227 ; see Summary Juiisdiction Act, 1884 
(47 & 48 Viet. o. 43), s. 9. 

(t) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. o. 47), ss. 34, 36, 39. 
46-48 ; City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. o. xciv.), ss. 30 — 32 ; 
see pp. 472, 479, ante. They are justified in detaining a prisoner brought 
in by a constable even though in fact the origin^ arrest was illegal 
{Bowditch V. Fosbery ( 1860 ), 19 L. J. (ex.) 339); and see BowdUch v. 
Balchin (1860), 6 Exch. 378 (an action against the constable who made 
the arrest in the same case). 

(u) See Explosives Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 17), s. 73. 

(x) Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 16 ; City of 
London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. xciv.), s. 17 ; County Police Act, 
1839 (2 A; 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 13 ; County and Borough Police Act, 1869 
(22 & 23 Viet. 0. 32), s. 4. 

iy) The police authorities are, in the case of the Metropolitan Police, 
the Home Secretary ; of the City of London Police, the Common Council ; 
of county police, the standing joint committee ; of borough ]>olice, the 
watch committee (Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. e. 46), s. 33, Sched. III. ; 
The watch committee of boroughs is directlv responsible for the regula- 
tions for the management of' its police force (Munieipal Corporations Act* 
1988 (46 ^ 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 191 (3) ), 
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separate department is maintained by most forces for the special 
purposes of detection of crime and supervision of convicted 
persons. 

1043. Owing to the greater variety and complexity of the services 
required from the Metropolitan Police Force, the separate organisa- 
tion of its departments is more elaborately carried out under the 
control of the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioners at 
the central police office at New Scotland Yard. The officers and 
constables trained in the work of special departments of that office 
may be, and frequently are, placed at the disposal of the local police 
authorities under the statutory powers for the mutual assistance of 
one police force by another (z). 


Part IX. — Damage by Riot. 

1044. It follows from the ancient theory of the responsibility of 
each recognised area for the preservation of the peace within its 
borders (a) that, in the event of damage to property ensuing from 
the riotous assemblage of persons within the area, such damage shall 
be made good at the expense of the inhabitants of the area(i[;). 

An aggrieved party may recover compensation for a house, shop, 
or building which has been injured or destroyed, or for property 
injured, stolen, or destroyed by riot(c). 

For this purpose it is immaterial whether the riot has occurred in 
a public place or within private grounds (d), or whether it is 
accompanied by a felonious act (r) ; but it is essential tliat the 
disturbance should have amounted to a riot(/). 


(e) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. o. 45), s. 25 ; see p. 491, ante, 

(a) See p. 462, ante, 

(b) Preamble to the Riot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 50 Viet. c. 3S). 
The claim for compensation used formerly to bo against the hundred ; see 
stats. (1827) 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 31, and (1832) 2^3 Will. 4, c. 72, both of 
which are now repealed, and Drake v. Footitt, Drake v. Ilankin (1881), 7 
Q, B, D. 201. 

(c) Riot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 38), s. 2. Damage done 
to a wreck, or to machinery or engines used in agriculture, manufacture, 
mining or quarrying, is included (touf., s. 6). In the case of a church or 
chapel, the claim may be made by the churchwardens or persons having the 
management of, or the legal estate in, it ; and, in the case of a school, 
hospital, public institution or building, by the person having the manage- 
ment of, or the legal estate in, it {ibid., s. 7). As to riot generally, see title 
Criminal Law and Procbdurb, Vol. IX., pp. 471 et seq, 

(d) Gunter v. Metropolitan Police DUtrict {Seceiver) (1888), 63 J. P. 249. 

{e) Riot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. o. 38). Formerly this was 

an essential condition ; see Beid v. Clarke (1798), 7 Term Rep. 496 ; Drake 
V. Fontill, Drake v. Ilankin, supra, 

(/) Field V. Metropolitan Police {Beceiver), [1907] 2 K. B. 853. A riot 
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1045 . The conduct of the party alleging injury is to he taken into 
account in fixing the amount of compensation ; and, in particular, 
the precautions taken by him in view of the riot and his attitude in 
regard to it, whether as accessory to it or as having given provoca- 
tion to the riotous persons, are material (p). 

Any amount received by him by way of insurance or otherwise to 
recoup him in whole or in part for the loss sustained must be 
deducted from the amount payable to him under this provision, and 
such deduction, if any, becomes payable to the person who has paid 
such insurance (//). 

1046. The claim for compensation must be made to the police 
authority for the area in which the damage was sustained (i), and 
must be made in accordance with the Home Office Eegulations (A). 
No costs are allowed to the claimant on making the claim (/). 


is itself a misdemeanour at common law, and the persons taking part in it 
are liable to punishment ; see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., p. 471. For the purpose of supporting a civil claim to compen- 
sation there are five essential conditions of a riot : — (1) it must consist of at 
least three persons ; (2) they must have a common purpose ; (3) there 
must be execution or inception of the common purpose ; (4) there must be 
an intent to help one another by force if necessary against any person who 
may oppose such execution ; (6) there must be force or violence, not merely 
used in demolishing property, but displayed in such a manner as to alarm 
at least one person of reasonable firmness and courage ; see Field v. 

etropoUtan Police {Receiver)^ [1907] 2 K. B. 863 ; and compare B. v, Fursey 
(1833), 0 C. &P. 81 (a riot may exist whether the Riot Act is read or not) ; 

V. Hughes (1830), 4 C. & P. 373 ; B, v. Cunninghame Omham and Burns 
(1888), 16 Cox, C. C. 420 (there must be evidence of combined intention 
to use force) ; B. v. Langford (1842), Car. & M. 602 (at least one person 
must be terrified). Although it takes three persons to constitute a riot, 
two persons may be convicted of riot with persons unknown {B, v. Beach 
and Morris (1909), 2 Cr. App. Rep. 189). 

(< 7 ) Riot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 38), s. 2 (1). Where the 
claimant had advertised a race meeting which did not after all take place, 
and the crowd had paid gate money, it was held that provocation had been 
offered {Qunter v. Metropolitan Police District (Beceiver) (1888), 63 J. P. 
249). 

(h) Riot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 38), s. 2 (2); and see 
tille Insurance, Vol. XVII., p. 518. 

(i) Riot (Damages) Act, 1880 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 38), s. 3 (1). In the case 
of county areas the police authority is the standing joint committee ; 
of boroughs, the borough council ; of the Metropolitan Police District, 
the Receiver ; of the City of London, the Common Council. The Tyne 
Improvement Commissioners are the authority for the area prescribed in 
their special Acts {ibid,, Sched.). 

(A) Ibid,, 8. 3 (2). The existing Home Office Regulations, which there is 
power to vary from time to time, were made on the 30th June, 1894. They 
include provisions for the claim to be made within a period of fourteen days 
of the damage being sustained, which claim, however, may be made in a pre- 
scribed form showing specified heads of damage ; for a full description of 
the damage and the evidence which the claimant proposes to offer, together 
with a statutory declaration by such witnesses as the police authority may 
specify ; for separation of property owned by the claimant from that of 
other persons in his possession ; for the separate payment to the owners of 
property not belonging to the claimant ; and for an undertaking by the 
oinimant, if required, to return the money paid in respect of stolen property 
if it is recovered. 

(I) Home Office Regulations, 30th June, 1894, No. IL 
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1047. If the claim is duly made and the claimant is aggrieved by 
a refusal on the part of the police authority to admit the claim 
in whole or in part, he may appeal to the Home Secretary {in). If 
the claim is disallowed by the Home Secretary, the claimant has a 
right of action against the police authority for the subject-matter 
of his original claim and the amount named in it ; but, if he fails to 
recover at all or recovers an amount less tlian that admitted by the 
police authority, he must pay the costs of the action as between 
solicitor and client (??). 

1048. Actions in respect of a claim for no more tlinn jL'100 must be 
brought in the county court (o). 

1049. Claims admitted or recovered by action are payable out of 
the police fund of the district (;>). 


Part X. — Superannuation and Other 
Allowances. 

1050. Statutory provision exists for establishing upon a more or 
less uniform basis the regulations affoeting the superannuation and 
pensions of police officers {q\ 

Under this provision police officers are permitted to retire in 
certain prescribed circumstances and under certain prescribed 
conditions (a) ; but the length of notice required (/;) and the rate of 


(m) Home Office Regulations, 30th June, 1894, No. 2, 

(«) Riot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 38), s. 4 (1). 

(o) Ibid., 8 . 4 (2). A county court in any part of the police area may bo 
selected (ibid.). 

(p) Ibid., 8. 6 (1). Where a county and borough police force are con- 
solidated (see p. 490, ante), the expense is apportioned by the Home Secre- 
tary in the absence of a provision in the agreement between the county 
and borough authorities dealing with the matter (Riot (Damages) Act, 
1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 38), s. 6 (3) ). 

(g) Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 46) ; Police (Superannuation) Act, 
1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 7). These provisions apply to every member of a 
police force other than the City of London Police Force, as to which see 
p. 480, ante (Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 46), ss. 1, 39). Before the 
passing of the former of these Acts superannuation funds existed, the 
amount of which was raised by deductions from pay, and out of which the 
police authority was empowered, but not obliged, to grant pensions ; see 
Metropolitan Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. o. 47), ss. 22, 23 ; County Police 
Act, 1840 (3 4 Viet, c. 88), ss. 10, 11 ; Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 

(46 & 46 Viet. c. 60), Sched. V., Part II. ; compare B. v. Metropolitan 
Police District (Beceiver) (1863), 4 B. & S, 693. Members of any police 
force, including that of the City of London, are excluded from the pro- 
visions of the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 6$) 
(ibid., 8. 13); see title Master and Servant, Vol. XX., p. 156. 

(a) PoHce Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 46), s. 1. 

(b) This must not exceed four months, but the notice must be in writing 
(ibid.). 
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pension allowed (c) varies within certain limits in the case ol 
different police forces (d). 

1051 . A constable who has completed not less than twenty-five 
years* approved service, and has reached the age, if any, prescribed by 
the local police authority by which he is employed, is entitled, after 
giving the prescribed notice, to retire without a medical certificate 
and to receive a pension for life {e). 

(o) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. o. 45), s. 3. The maximum and 
minimum limits are laid down in ibid,, Sched. I., Part I. (as regards 
ordinary pensions), and Part II. (as regards special pensions etc.). The 
amount of the pension is based upon the rate of pay received by the con- 
stable before retirement {ibid,, s. 3, Sched. I.), but for this purpose free 
board and lodging are not to be reckoned as part of his pay {Ooodvoin v. 
Sheffleld Corporation, [1902] 1 K. B. 629), nor is a separate allowance for 
special duties {UpvertonY. Bidley, [1903] A. C. 281), and where he has been 
promoted in rank within three years of his death or retirement, the 
pension is calculated on the average of his pay for these three years (i5id. ; 
Police Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. o. 10), s. 6). The pension of a constable 
who has been reduced in rank is calculated on the basis of his reduced pay 
{ibid, ; see Bu^ v. Home Secretary (1896), 60 J. P. 343). 

{d) The amounts and conditions may be fixed within the above limits 
by the local police authority according to its own fixed scale. Where a 
police authonty did not fix a scale before the Ist January, 1891, the scale 
might be prescribed for it by the Home Secretary (Police Act, 1890 (53 & 
54 Viet. c. 45), s. 3 (3) ). The local police authority, in the case of the 
metropolitan police, is the Home Secretary ; in the case of a county, the 
standing joint committee of the county council and justices at quarter 
sessions ; in the case of a borough, the watch committee ; and in the case 
of the Tyne police, the Tyne Improvement Commissioners (ibid,, 
Sched. III.). 

(e) Ibid., s, 1 (a). ** Approved service ’* means service which, after possible 
deductions are made, is certified by the police authority to be diligent and 
faithful service (ibid., s. 4 (1) ) ; and see note (u), p. 477, ante. The possible 
deductions are on the ground of sickness, misconduct, or neglect of duty 
(Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 45), s. 4 (1)); but absence on the 
ground of military service is not a reason for deduction (ibid., s. 4 (5) ). If 
a deduction is to be made, notice of it must be given as soon as may be to 
the constable, who may appeal to the chief officer against any act of another 
officer giving rise to any pound for deduction, and the decision of the chief 
officer is final, except in the case of a borough, when it rejjuires the approval 
of the watch committee (ibid., s. 4 (3) ). Approved service for not less than 
two years in another police force, from which a constable was removed 
with the sanction of the chief officer of that force, may be reckoned (ibid,, 
8. 4 (4); see Police Superannuation Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 5), ss. 1, 2), 
but service in any force before the age of twenty-one is not reckoned 
unless permitted by the regulations of the force from which the constable 
claims his pension (Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 46), s. 4 (1) ), 
Service of the State as a civil servant within the meaning of the Super- 
annuation Act, 1887 (60 &; 51 Viet. c. 67), or as a member of a police force 
with a salary paid out of money provided by Parb’ament, may be reckoned, 
three years of service in the pohee being regarded as equivalent to four 
years of service as a civil servant, ana, where the pension is payable 
partly from the police pension fund and partly from funds provided by 
Parliament, the proportion to be allocated to each fund respectively & 
decided by the Treasury, having regard to the length of service and 
salary in each capacity (Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 45), s. 14 (3) ). 
A mandamus will issue, if necessa^, to the Treasuiy to compel them to 
determine the proportion (JB. v. M. M, Treasury (Lords Commissioners), 
[1909]. 2 K. B. 183). Actual service in the Army or Navy reserve forces 
may be reckoned for approved service (Police (Superannuation) Act, 1906 
(6 Edw. 7, c. 7), s. 4 ). As to the effect upon tne right to a pension ol 
temporary rank conferred upon a member of a police force while performing 
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1062> A constable who has completed fifteen years’ approved 
service, and is incapacitated for the performance of his duty by 
infirmity of mind or body, is entitled on a medical certificate to 
retire and receive a pension for life(/). If he is so incapacitated 
before completion of fifteen years’ approved service, he is entitled on 
a medical certificate to retire and receive such gratuity, if any, as 
the local police authority may think him entitled to {g). 

If his incapacity, whenever it occurs, is due to an injury received 
in the execution of hie duty without his own default, he is entitled 
on a medical certificate to retire and receive a pension for life Qi). 

1053. The widow of a constable who dies while in a police force 
from the effect of an injury received in the execution of his duty 
without his own default is entitled to a pension, and his children to 
allowances (i). If he dies from the effects of such an injury within 
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other services, see Storey v. Nottinghamshire Standing Joint Committee 
(1908), 72 J. P. 31. The certificate of approved service must be given by 
the police authority. The chief officer can certify as to the period of 
service, but not as to character (Oarbuttv, Durham Joint Committee^ [1906] 
A. C. 291). As to chief officers, see p. 516, post. Such a pension is an ordi- 
nary pension; see Police (Superannuation) Act, 1906 (6Edw.7, c. 7), s. 8; 
and see the text, infra, 

(j) Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 46), s. 1 (b). Such a pension is an 
ordinary pension, and the medical certificate required as evidence of 
incapacity is that of some one or more legally qualified medical practitioner 
or practitioners selected by the police authority (fbid., s. 6(1) ). The police 
authority may yearly or otherwise, until he reaches the age at which he 
would obtain his pension for life as of right (see p. 610, ante), satisfy 
itself that the constable*s incapacity for service continues, and if it does 
not, may require him to serve again (Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet, 
c. 45), s. 6 (4) ), or, if the incapacity becomes only partial, may reduce his 
pension proportionately (ibid,, s. 6 (6) ). A constable so required to serve 
again is entitled to do so in a rank as high and at a salary as large as he 
formerly enjoyed (ibid,, s. 6 (5) ). A constable who refuses to be examined 
by the doctor selected by the police authority is disentitled from claiming 
the full or partial pension to which he might otherwise have been entitled 
(ibid,, s. 6 (7) ). In the decision of matters relating to pensions for 
incapacity, there is no appeal from the decision of the police authority 
except in the case of a borough constable, who may appeal to the borough 
council (ibid., s. 6 (8) ). A police authority may not order a constable to 
be re-examined by a doctor for any purpose other than information as to 
his capacity (Be Kinchant, B. v. Leigh (Lord), [1897] 1 Q. B. 132, C. A.). 

(g) Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 46), s. 1 (c) ; and see note (d), 
p. 610, ante, 

(h) Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 46), s. 1 (d). The police authority 
must satisfy itself by the evidence of its selected doctor (1) that the 
injury was received by the constable in the execution of Ids duty ; (2) that 
it was not due to his default ; (3) that the infirmity is attributable to the 
injury; also whether (1) the injury was accidental or not, and (2) 
whether the disablement is total or partial (ibid., s. 6 (2) ; and see 
note (f), supra). If a pension has been granted on the ground of 
partial disablement, it may be increased at any time within three years 
if it appears firom medical evidence that the disablement will be total 
(PoHce lot, 1893 (66 & 67 Viot. c. 10), s. 3). 

(i) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 46), s. 2 (1). As to evidence of 
the injury, see note (h), supra ; and as to the scale of the pension, see 
note (a), p. 610, onfa ; Police Act, 1890 (63 &; 64 Viet. o. 45), Scfied. I. The 
widow’s -pension depends on her not remarrying and on her being of good 
character. An allowance to a child ceases when the child attains the age 
oX fifteen (td«d., 8ched. 1., Part 111.). 
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twelve months of being granted a pension because of the injury, the 
police authority may, if it thinks fit, grant a pension to the widow 
for a term of years or otherwise (fc). If whilst serving in a police 
force he dies from any other cause (Z), or within twelve months after 
the grant of a pension (r«), the police authority may, if it thinks fit, 
grant gratuities to the widow and children or any of them. 

1054. A pension granted to a constable on the ground of infirmity 
of mind or body may be reduced by an amount not exceeding one- 
half of the sum to which he would be otherwise entitled, if the 
police authority is satisfied that the infirmity is due wholly or 
partially to the constable’s own default or vicious habits (n). 

1055. A pension may be forfeited wholly or in part, and 
temporarily or otherwise, as the police authority may determine, on 
the following grounds (o) : — 

(1) Conviction of any offence for which the constable is sentenced 
to penal servitude, or to imprisonment for more than three months 
with hard labour, or for more than twelve months wdtli or without 
hard labour ; 

(2) Conscious association with thieves or reputed thieves ; 

(3) Refusal to assist the police with information or otherwise ; 

(4) Carrying on an illegal business or making discreditable or 
improper use(p) of his previous employment as a policeman ; 

(6) Making discreditable or improper use of confidential informa- 
tion obtained whilst serving in a police force (g); 

(G) Soliciting or receiving, without the leave of the police authority, 
a pecuniary testimonial on retirement (r ) ; 

(7) Acting as a private detective after being forbidden to do so by 
the police authority on any reasonable grounds (s). 

1056. A police pension may not be assigned or charged for the 
benefit of anyone except the pensioner’s family, and, in the case of 
the pensioner’s bankruptcy, does not pass to the trustee or the 
creditors (t). The police authority has power, however, to pay the 
whole or part of the pension in certain cases to poor law (a) or 


{k) PoHoo Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. o. 46), s. 2 (3). 

(Z) Ibid,, B. 2 (2). 

(m) Ibid,, 8. 2 (4). 

(n) Ibid,, B. 6. Actions must be based on medical evidence as to this ; 
Bce note (h), p. 611, ante. 

( 0 ) Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 46), s. 8. 

(p) Ibid,, 8. 8 (d). The police authority is the judge of whether the use 
made is discreditable or improper. 

(q) Police (Superannuation) Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 7), s. 6 (1) ; and see 
note (p), supra. In this and the following cases the forfeiture requires the 
confirmation of the Home Secretary. 

(r) Police (Superannuation) Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 7), s. 6. Compare 
Chisholm v. Holland (1886), 60 J. P. 3 97. 

(«) Police (Superannuation) Act, 1906 (6 Edw, 7, c. 7). 

(t) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 46), s. 7 (1); but sums already 
accrued may be attached {Booth v. Trail (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 8; and see 
titles Bankruptcy and Insolvency, VoL II., p. 191 ; Choses in Action, 
Vol. IV., pp. 400 et sea.). 

(a) Pohoe Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viot. o. 46), s. 7 (2), (3). The cases to 
which the provision is apjplicable are when the pensioner or someone whom 
he is liable to maintain is in receipt of poor rwef, or where the pensioner 
neglects to ipaintain a person whom he is liable to maintain. 
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hospital or asylum authorities (6), or to a person whom the 
pensioner is liable, but neglects, to maintain (c), and, if a sum not 
exceeding ^100 is due to a pensioner at his death, the police 
authority may direct that probate be dispensed with, and deliver 
the money to the person beneficially entitled to it {d). 

Payments due to a minor may be made to the minor or to someone 
on his behalf at the discretion of the police authority (r). 

Regulations may be made by the police authority, with the 
sanction of the Home Secretary, for declarations to bo made by 
persons in receipt of grants (/) ; and the receipts of such persons 
are good discharges to the police authority for the amount paid(^^). 

1057 . Fraudulently obtaining or attempting to obtain a pension 
or other grant is an offence rendering the offender liable to forfeit 
the grant (h). If summarily convicted, he may bo imprisoned \\iih 
or M’ithout hard labour for four months, or be fined a sum nol. 
exceeding 1*25 ; if convicted by a jury, he may be imprisoned with 
or without hard labour for a term not exceeding two years (i). 

1058 . A constable who ^^ould otherwise be entitled to a pension 
may be dismissed or reduced in rank or be refused a pension for 
misconduct, or negligence in the discharge of his duties, or for any 
offence rendering a police pensioner liable to forfeit his pension (/. ). 

1059 . If a pension is refused or forfeited the constable claiming 
the pension has a right of appeal to quarter sessions (/) ; and, if the 
police authority exceeds its jurisdiction in cancelling or delating 
payment of the pension, the constable is entitled to a mandamus to 
the police antimrifcv (m). 
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{b) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 45), s. 7 (4); and sec fitb 
Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., p 440. 

(c) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 45), s. 7 (3). 

{d) Ibid., 8. 7 (6). If there is more than one person entitled, the police 
authority may distribute the money in accordance with law. If tJie 
deceased pensioner is iUcgitiinate the police authority may distribute the 
money among such persons as it thinks fit. 

(c) Ibid., s. 7 (6). 
if) Ibid., 8 . 7 (8). 
iq) Ibid., s. 7 (7). 

(h) Ibid., 8 . 9; and see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 586. Tliis 
includes the use of a false declaration, certificate, representation or evi- 
dence, personation, malingering, feigning illness, wilful injury or any other 
fraudulent conduct. The provision supersedes any provisions of a local 
Act or charter. 

(i) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 45), s. 9. 

{k) Ibid., s. 10. 

(l) Ibid., 8 . 11. The appeal is to the next practicable court of quarter 
sessions. The decision of quarter sessions being final, there is an appeal 
by special case to the High Court (Kydd v. Liverpool W aU‘h Committee, 
[1908] A. C. 327, overruling Goodwin v. Sheffield Corporation, [1902 J 1 K. 11. 
629, In Upperton v. Bialey, [1903] A. C. 281, and Oarbutt v. Durham 
Joint Committee, [1906) A. C. 291, the question of the jurisdiction 
of the High Court to hear an appeal under this provision was not 
raised). 

(m) Be Kinchant, B. v. Leigh (Lord), [1807] 1 Q.^ B. 132, C. A. In thi^ 
case the police authority had used its power of calling upon a constable to 
undergo a medical re-examination for the purpose of assisting the bank- 
ruptcy court; see note (/), p. 611, ante. 

H.L. — ^ 



514 


Police. 


Pabt X. 
Snper- 
umuation 
and Other 
Allowances. 

Suspension 
of pension 
(lining 
‘wnvice. 

ilccluct ion 
•pro tanio. 

Sources of 
revenue oi 
pension fund 


TicasunT of 
pension fund, 


1060. If a constable in receipt of a pension from the fund of one 
])olice force takes service in that or another police force, his pension 
may be suspended during the period of his service (n); and if he 
receives an appointment with a remuneration paid out of parlia- 
mentary or local (other than police) funds, his pension is reduced so 
that he receives altogether a sum equal to one and a half times the 
salary of the office in respect of which his pension was awarded (o). 

1061. The police pension fund, to be maintained by every police 
authority (p), is supplied by the deductions made from the pay of 
the constables themselves, fines imposed on the police themselves, 
or for assaults on the police, or awarded to the police as informers in 
any court of summary jurisdiction, fines or fees directed by any 
Act to be payable to the fund, net proceeds of the sale of police 
clothing, payments or contributions made under any local Act, a 
})roportion of the sum paid by another police authority for the loan 
of constables’ services (^), and dividends on invested funds. 

Other sources of supply are the net sums received as fees for 
pedlars’ and chimney-sweepers’ certificates, fees payable to constables 
for the execution of their duties, and fines summarily imposed for 
offences under the Licensing Acts committed in the police area (?*), 
also sums in the hands of the police authority or of members of the 
force as such («). 

The fund also receives contributions from the Exchequer, subject 
to the Homo Secretary’s certificate of efficiency (0. 

1062. The treasurer of the police funds is the treasurer of the 


(n) Polioo Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 45), a. 13(1). 

(o) Ibid., 8. 13 (2) ; Police Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Vict. c. 10), a. 4 ; see Noit- 
liower v. Liverpool Corporation (1904), 68 J. P. 243. 

(;)) Police Act, 1890 (53 54 Vict. c. 45), b. 16 (1). As to the pension 

funds of the Metropolitan Police Force and (ity of London Police, see 
])p. 477, 480, ante. There is only one superannuation fund for the police 
of the three paits of Lincolnshire (County and Borough Police Act, 1889 
(22 & 23 Vict. c. 32). s. 22; see also Lincolnshire Police Superannuation 
Act, 1883 (51 & 52 Vict. c. ix ) ). 

(g) See p. 491, ante. 

(r) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Vict. c. 45), s. 16 (2). These sums are 
payable to the police pension fund unless the local authority to whom they 
are immediately payable lesolves otherwise. 

(«) Ibid., 8. 16 (3). These sums are not to be carried to the pension fund 
if hold upon any private trust, or without the express direction of the police 
authority {ibid.). Where police are appointed to carry out the provisions 
of the Weights and Measures Acts, fees paid to them for their services are 
not payable to the pension fund (R. v. Kesiet^n Justices (1889), 58 L. J. 
(M. C.) 167). 

(f) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Vict. c. 45). s. 17. As to the certificate of 
efficiency, see p. 510, post. The sources of the contributions are certain 
customs and excise duties, which are not, however, payable to the pension 
fund of the Metropolitan Police Force. The distribution is made in two 
parts — ^iirst, an amount equal to that of the deductions made by each 
police authority is payable to each pension fund, and then the remainder 
IS divided proportionately according to the amounts paid in pensions or 
grants out of each fund in the previous year ; but the Home Secretary 
is entitled to modify the terms of distiibution to avoid inequality of 
iicatmcnt (Police Act, 1800 (53 & 54 Vict. c. 45 ) ). 
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Part X.— Superannitatton and Other Allowances. 

pension fund, and the rules as to audit of the police funds are 
applicable (?/). 

1063. Surplus income is to be invested in accordance with the 
Trustee Acts (a), or in debentures or mortgages of a county council 
issued under the Local Loans Act (h) and in a manner to be selected 
by the police authority (r). 

The capital of the pension fund cannot be used for making 
payments out of the fund (d). Any deficiency is guaranteed by 
the police fund itself (r), which is reimbursed by means of a special 
police rate (r). 

Where the pension fund exceeds the requirements of the force, the 
police authority may apply to the Home Secretary for a provisional 
order authorising payments out of it and suspension of investing (y*). 

1064. A constable who retires from a police force without a 
pension or gratuity, but who is not dismissed, and who does not 
remove to another police force on the terms of his previous approved 
service being reckoned for approved seiwice with that other force (,7), 
may have returned to him, at tlie discretion of tlie police authority, 
the deductions which have been made from his pay (//). 

1065. A cotistaljle wlio retires from and rejoins the same police 
force is entitled to reckon the years of approved service of liis first 
term, hut he must repay to the police fund any pension or gratuity 
receivtnl by him on retiring and any deductions of pay ^^hich have 
been r(‘turned to him (/). 

1066. A constable \n1io has completed twonty-fivo years’ approved 
service and has reached the prescribed age for a pension may 
continue to serve unless superannuated, and, in sucli case, the police 
authority may in its discretion fix his prospective pension on the 
l)asis of his previous service, if they have a medical certificate that 
he is physically fit for service Such medical certificate must 
be renewed each year (/r), and any extra pay given for the constable’s 

(и) Police Act, 18J)0 (53 Sl 54 Viet. c. 45), s. 18. 

(a) See title Trusts and Trustees. 

(b) See title Money and Money-Lending, VoI. XXL, pp. 61 el seg. 

(c) Police Act, 1800 (63 & 54 Viet, o. 45), s. 18 (3) ; Police Act, 1803 

(56 & 57 Viet. c. 10), s. 5 ; see Local (lovernmeiit Act, 1888 (51 52 Viet, 

c. 41), 8. 60. 

(d) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 45). «. 18 (4). 

(f) Ibid., s. 19. 

(f) Ibid., 8. 22. As to confirmation of such a provisional order, see 
note (t), p. 518, post. 

(g) See note (e), p. 610, ante. 

(h) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 45). 8. 21. 

(t) Police (Superannuation) Act, 1906 (6 I’.dw. 7, c 7), s. 2. The repay- 
ment may be effected by deductions from pay or otherwise as the police 
authority may determine. The sum repaid is payable to the police pension 
fund (ibid.). 

(;) Ibid., 8. 1. The police authority may direct that he shall be entitled 
on retiring at any time thereafter to receive a pension not less in amount 
than he would be entitled to had he retired at once. This right to a named 
pension will only be forfeited for the reasons for which a pension i^tually 
received may be forfeited ; see p. 512, ante. As to medical certificates, 
see note (/). p. 611, ante. 

(к) Police (Superannuation) Act, 1908 (6 Edw. 7, c. 7), s. 1 (2). 
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Police. 


Pabt X. continued service is not reckoned for the purpose of his pension, and 
Super- rateable deductions are not made from it (f). 
animation 

and other 1067. The provisions for the pensions and allowances to con- 

Allowances. stables also apply to superior ofiScersCm); but certificates of 
r approved service and sanction of removal to another force may in 
ijrwS'to the case of the chief constable be given by resolution of the police 

superior authority (if), 
officers. 


Compulsory 1068. An oflieer above the rank of inspector must retire at the 
fig® sixty -five except in a special case(()), but, even if not entitled 

abow ™ t® receive a pension under the usual rules, he is given one on the 
inspectors. same terms as if he had then retired with a medical certificate (^i). 


Part XI. — Powers of Secretary of State. 

The central 1069. The Home Secretary (q) is the central police authority (r). 

authority. -/vw/v v • -i i i i v 

Appointmoni 1070. Inspectors are appointed by tlie Crown acting through 
ofinspecioiu tlie Home Secretary (/?) to visit and inquire into the state and 
cfliciency of every county and borough police force, the observance 
or otherwise of the statutory provisions under which such police 
forces are appointed, and the state of police stations, charge rooms, 
colls and lock-ups or other prouiisGs occupied for the use of such 
police force (n). 

Reporis (*i The reports of the inspectors are made to the Home Secretary 
inHpcctorn. laid by him before Parliament (</). 

Certificatub of 1071. Certificates of efficiency based on the reports of the 
efficiency. inspectors are issued annually by the Home Secretary to all such 
county and borough police forces as have been maintained in a 
state of efficiency in point of numbers and discipline during the 


(?) Police (Superannuation) Act, lOOC (0 Edw. 7, o. 7), b. 1 (3). 

(m) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet, c, 45), s. 12. But pensions payable 
by Parliament are not to be jiayable out of the Police Pension Fund (ibul.). 

(n) Ibid. 

(o) Police (Superannuation) Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 7), s. 6 (1). A special 
rase can only arise where the police authority is of opinion that the 
officer’s retirement would be detnmeiital to the interests of the force, and 
in any case retirement can only be deferred for five years (ibid.). 

ip) Ibid., s. 6 (2). 

(a) The powers are in fact always exercised by the Home Secretary, but, 
in nis absence, could be exricisea alternatively by any other Secretary of 
State; see note (/), p. 406, mde; title CoysxiTUTiOKAL Law. Vol. VII., 
pp. 83—86. 

(r) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 ds 20 Viet. c. 69), s. 15 ; 
see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VII., p. 86. 

(8) County and Borough Police Act. 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 69), s. 15. 
T'he number of inspectors to be appointed is three, and their salaries are 
determined by the Treasury Commissioners and paid out of money pro- 
vided hj Parliament for that purpose (ibid.). 
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preceding year (6). Beeeipt of this certificate is a condition pre- 
cedent to the payment to the local authorities maintaining such 
police forces of the Treasury grant of one half the cost of mainten- 
ance (c), as well as of the sums contributed annually by the Treasiirv 
to the local police superannuation grants (d). The certificate is not 
to be withheld finally until the inspector’s report has been com- 
municated to the local |X)lice authority and that authority has liad 
an opportunity of making a statement in respect of it to the Home 
Secretary (c). In the event of its being finally withhold, this 
statement, if any, together with the reasons of the Home Secretary 
for withholding it, are to be laid before Parliament ), and a suni 
to be certified by the Home Secretary as equal to one halt the cost 
of the pay and clothing of such police during the year is forfeited 
by the local authority (J ). 

1072. Appointments to the office of chief constable in counties 
are subject to the approval of the Home Secretary (//). He makes 
the rules for the government, pay, clothing, accoutrements and 
necessaries of every county police force (//), and receives quarterly 
reports of the rules made from time to time by watch committees or 
borough councils for the regulation and guidance of borough police 
forces (i). The table of fees payable to the constaldes of any police 
force for acts done in execution of their duly is subject lo his 
approval (A). 

1073. The Home Secretary receives an annual n^turn in a form 
prescribed by him of the number of olfences reported to the police 
within each county or borough, the numl)er of persons apprehonde<l 
by the police, the nature of the charges against them, tlui result 
of the proceedings taken thereon and any other particulars relating 
to the state of crime in the district \^hich tlie local police authority 
may think it material to furnish (/). 


(b) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 60), ». 16. 

(0) Ibid. ; Local Oovornment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 24 (2) (i). 
The payment is made through the county councils. In llic case of count v 
police lorces, it is made lo the borough council. As to places within the 
Metropolitan Police District, sec p. 475, mUe. 

(d) PoUce Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 45), s. 17 ; see p. 514. finte. 

(e) County and Boiough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 60), 
s. 16. 

if) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 25. In the ca^o 
of a county police force being inefficient, the sum which would normally bo 
appropriated to the police fund from the local taxation account of the 
county fund becomes payable to the Exchequer account. In the case of a 
borough police force being inefficient the forfeited sum is not paid over by 
the county council to the borough council, and remains available for 
general county purposes. 

(a) County Police Act, 1839 (2 &; 3 Viet. c. 93), s. 3. 

(k) Ibid, A copy of such rules is to be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament {ibid. ; and see p. 483, ante). 

{%) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 k, 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 102. 

(k) Police Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 45), s. 23 ; County and Borough 
PoUce Act, 1869 (22 k 23 Viet. c. 32), ». 24. In a borough sucli fees arc 
paid over to the superannuation fund {ibid., s. 11). 

(1) County and Borough Police Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 69), •« 14* 
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The return is made for each calendar year, and most be forwarded 
to the Home Secretary as soon as may be after the termination of 
the year(m). A classified abstract of the returns is prepared 
annually and laid before Parliament (n). 

1074. The maldng of orders consolidating the police forces of a 
l)orough and county is subject to an inquiry and report by the 
Home Secretary when the parties fail to agree to them(o) ; and, in 
any event, such a consolidation agreement cannot be terminated 
without his consent (p), nor can the separate police force main- 
tained by a borough having more than 15,000 inhabitants be 
superseded without his authority (q). 

The formation of separate police districts in counties (r) and 
places for the provision of lock-ups are subject to his approval («). 

He may make provisional orders for dealing with any suri^lus 
belonging tq the pension fund of any police force, or for the 
adjustment of relations between the pension fund of a police force 
and any other special force maintained by the same local 
authority (f). 

1076. Tn relation to the Metropolitan Police Force, the Home 
Secretary is the police authority and has control of the organi- 
sation and disposition of the force (a). The Chief Commissioner 
and Assistant (’onniiissioners of Police are appointed by the Crown 
on nomination by him (5), and the police office at New' Scotland Yard 
is subordinate to his department (r). 

1076. The City of London police ((/) and the police force main- 
tained by the Tyne Improvement (Commissioners (e) are not 
controlled by the llome Secretary, and are not in receipt of any 
contribution from the Exchetjuer. 


(vi) l*()licc Itelurns Act, 1892 (5.> 56 Viet. c. 38), s. 1. 

(n) ('ouiity and horoiigh Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. o. 69), 
B. 14. 

(o) Ibid., fi. 6; see p. 490, <ta/c. 

(p) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 VicI c. 69), sis. 5, 
20; SCO p. 491, tnite. 

iq) ("ouliiy and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Vict. c 60), s. 19; 
Fee p. 486, ante. 

(r) (’’ounty Police Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 88), s. 27 ; County and 
Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Vict. c. 69), 8. 1 ; see p. 483, ante. 

{h) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Vict. c. 109), s. 22; Lock-up 
Mouses Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 101), s, 1 ; Potty Sessions and Lock-up 
Houses Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 22), s. 10 ; see pp. 482, 488, ante, 

(0 Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Vict. c. 45), s. 22. Such provisional orders 
require conllrmation with or without modification by Parliament (ibtd ). 
The other special forces alluded to arc a fire brigade, fire xiolice or other like 
force {ibid,), 

(a) lbid,f 8. 32 ; seep. 467, ante. 

(b) Metropolitan Police Act, 1850 (19 & 20 Vict. c. 2), s. 2; see p. 407, 

(c) See p. 467, ante, 

{d) City of London Police Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. o. xciv.) ; see, how- 
ever, as to tlie Commissioner, p. 478, ante, 

(«) Tyne Improvement Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. cx.}, ss. 27 — 20; and 
sec note («), p. 508, note (d), p. 510, atiff. 
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1077. The Home Secretary receives notice of the nomination 
and appointment of special constables, with a statement of the 
circumstances rendering such appointment expedient (/); and also 
of the suspension or determination of the service of any or all of 
the special constables appointed (f/). 

He has power on the representation of the justices of the peace to 
order the appointment of persons as special constables who would 
otherwise exempt (h), and to reduce the amount of orders, made 
by local authorities, for the payment of special constables by persons 
undertaking public works, when such orders ajipear to liim 
excessive («)• 

1078. The regulations for the jiayment of fees and allowances to 
parish constables require his appro vaU/i). 

(/) Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 41), s. 1 ; see p. 492, 
ante, 

(g) Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 41), s. 9. 

(a) loid., SB. 2, 3. Under ibid., s. 3, he may direct the lord lieutenant 
of a county to cause special constables to be sworn in throup^hout a wliole 
district without regard to exemptions ; see p. 492, ante. 

(i) Special Constables Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet o. 80), s. 2 ; see p. 494, ante, 
(k) Parish Constables Act, 1842 (SAC Viet. c. 109), s. 17 ; Parish Con- 
Btablea Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet, o, 92), s. 11 ; see p. 405, ante. 
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See Insuiiancb. 


POLL 


See Elections. 
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Part I. — Introductory. 

1079. The law as to the relief of the poor is entirely the creation 
of statute. It originated in 1601 with the enactment which is still 
the key-note of the system (a), but the com 2 )aratively simple origin 
is almost lost in a maze of statutes, departmental orders and 
directions, which have in practice the force of statutory enactments, 
and judicial decisions and ohiter dicta, many of them absolutely 
irreconcilable the one with the other ; while, to add to the confusion, 
innumerable duties and powers have been imposed or conferred 
upon poor law authorities, and their cost directed to be discharged 
out of the moneys raised for the relief of the poor, which have little 
or no connection with the primary object of relieving the urgent 
necessities of the destitute {h). 

No branch of the laws of England stands in greater need of 
codification or would more amply repay the labour of the codifier 
than does the law relating to the relief of the poor. 


Part I. 
Intro- 
ductory. 


Complexity 
of the poor 
lawB. 


1080. Originally the relief of the poor within its bounds was the The parochial 
charge of each parish, and parish officers, named “overseers of the ‘*‘^‘***^“^* 
poor,“ were apiiointed, whose duty it was to set to work all paupers 
and their families, and to tax all occupiers in order to raise a 
parochial fund for the necessary relief of the i>arish 2 )()or (c). This 
identification with the parish led to the complicated law of settle- 
ment and removal (d), the object of which was to compel all jiersons 
likely to resort to the parish fund for relief to return to the parish to 
w'hich they originally belonged, and so relieve parishes from the 
burden of maintaining strangers. 


1081. Very early in the history of poor relief we find that The union, 
parishes were combining or uniting for the purposes of better and 


(a) Poor Relief Act, 1601 (43 Eliz. o. 2). From an early period the law 
endeavoured to repress mendicancy, and to provide for the restriction of 
beggars to their place of origin and to some small exent for their main- 
tenance. The earliest statute on the subject (1388), 12 Rich. 2,o. 7, pro- 
vided that impotent beggars and poor people were to go back to the 
parish of birth, and'the various Vagabonds Acts, e,g. ( 1 495) 1 1 Hen. 7, c. 2 ; 
(1603-4) 19 Hen. 7, c. 12; (1636-6) 27 Hen. 8, c. 26; (1597) 39 Eliz. o. 4; 
(1603) 1 Jac. 1, c. 7 (all now repealed), carried the system still further. 

(h) This title deals only with the primary object of the poor law, and is 
restricted to an attempt to outline the means oy which that object, “ the 
necessary relief of the poor,” is sought to be attained. For the extraneous 
duties of boards of guardians, reference should be made to the titles noted 
in the table of cross-references given on p. 622, ante. One matter, however, 
that has no legal relation to poor relief is included in this title, namely, the 
quite modem subject of old age pensions, partly because the subject 
stands by itself, and, though no part of the poor law system, is yet perhaps 
more nearly aMn to poor relief than to any other title, and partly because 
it may be contended that the relief so given to the aged is truly poor 
relief, though artificially kept distinct therefrom, pie provisions of the 
National Insurance Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 6, o« 65), will be dealt with in the 
title Work and Labour. 

(e) See title Rates and Rating. 

(d) See pp. 574 et $eq,, 5C0 et $eq,, poiL 
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Pabt. t. more economical administration of poor relief (e), and this eombina* 
Intro- tion was carried out all over the country by successive Acts of 

dttctory. Parliament (/), which proceeded to take the administration out of 

— the hands of the overseers, to systematically group parishes into 
unions, and to place each union under the control, a very limited 
control, of elected hoards of guardians, whose freedom of action is 
limited in nearly every direction by the supervising and directing 
powers of a Governraeat department, formerly the Poor Law 
Commissioners and the I’oor Law Board, and now the Local 
Government Board (//). 


Part II. — Poor Law Authorities. 

Sect. 1. — T/ie Local Government Board. 

SuB-SE(r. \ —1n General, 

Supremacy of 1082. The administration of relief to the poor is subject to the 
(Imenment direction, and control of the Local Government 

Board! ^ Board (/t), in which body is now vested the powers of the former 
Poor Law Commissioners and the Poor Law Board. The Local 
Government Board cannot interfere with the law of settlement and 
removal, and cannot dictate to the guardians as to the relief to 
be granted in any individual case (0, but in practically every other 
matter connected with the administration of the poor laws and 
the relief of the poor the Board is supreme, subject only to the 
control of Parliament, and, in some cases, to the power reserved to 
the Crown to disallow by Order in Council certain proceedings of 
the Board (A). 

Proof of 1083. In any case where the Poor Law Commissioners, or the 

fettoctiou etc. Poor Law Board, or the Local Government Board, have given or 
refused their consent, sanction, or approval, in any matter where 
their order under seal is not expressly required, tbs production of 
any written document signed, or purporting to he signed, by a 
secretary or assistant secretary of the Commissioners or of the 
particular Board is primd facie evidence of the decision of the Com- 
missioners or Board upon such matter (I), 


(e) See the Poor Relief Act, 1062 (14 Car. 2, o. 12). 

(/) See, for example, Gilbert’s Act, slat. (1782) 22 Goo. 3, o. 83, now 
repealed ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76). 

(a) See the text, infra, 

(h) For the constitution of the Local Government Board, see title 
Constitutional Law, Vol. VII., pp. 103, 104. 

(«) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 15. 

{k) See, generally, the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, 
c. 76}; the Poor Law Board Act, 1847 (10 & II Viet. c. 109); and the 
Local Government Board Act, 1871 (34 &; 35 Viet. c. 70). 

(0 Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 113), s. 4. 
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1084. The Local Government Board is empowered to hold 
inquiries and to require returns upon any matter connected with 
the execution of any of its powers ; such inquiries are generally held 
by the Board’s inspectors (wi), or by specially appointed persons (>?). 

1085. Any question affecting the settlement, removal, or 
chargeability of a poor person may, by agreement between the 
guardians concerned made under seal, be submitted to the Local 
Government Board, whose decision will be final and conclusive 
between the submitting parties (o), 

1086. Any adjustment of property and liabilities required in 
connection with matters arising under the Local Government Act, 
1894 (p), must, so far as it relates to the joint use of property in 
which a board of guardians is interested, be approved by the 
Local Government Board (^). 

Sub-Sect. 2. Poor Law Orderi. 

1087. The Local Government Board may from time to time make 
and issue rules, orders, and regulations (for the sake of brevity 
hereinafter referred to as ** orders”) for the management of the poor, 
the government of workhouses and the education of the children 
therein, for apprenticing the children of poor persons, for the 
guidance and control of all guardians, vestries, and parish officers, 
30 far as relates to the management and relief of the poor, and the 
keeping, examining, auditing, and allowing of accounts, and making 
and entering into contracts in all matters relating to such manage- 
ment or relief, or to any expenditure for the relief of the poor, and 
generally lor the due execution of the poor laws. The Board may 
from time to time suspend, alter, or rescind any order (r). 

1088. A King’s Pi inter’s copy of any order of the Local Govern- 
ment Board is pnmd fade evidence, after the lapse of fourteen days 
from the date thereof, that such order w^as duly made and is in 
force («). 

1089. Orders are either general or particular. Any order of the 
Local Government Board, which when issued is directed to and 
affects more than one union, other than an order by which a district 

(m) See p. 627, post, 

(n) See Poor Law Board Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 109), ss. 11, 22, 26. 

(o) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1851(14&16 Viet. c. 106), s. 12. 

(p) 66 & 67 Viet. c. 73. 

(q) Ibid., s. 68 (2) ; see title Local Government, Vol. XIX., p. 289. 

(r) See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, e. 76), 8. 16. 
Numerous and voluminous orders have been issued under this authorisa- 
tion, which deal in detail with almost every phase of poor law relief. 
The prineipal orders are referred to in connection with particular subjects, 
but tOT the text readers are referred to such a collection as Maemorran and 
Lushington's Poor Law General Orders, 2nd ed., or to the annual volumes 
of Statutory Rules and Orders. 

(«) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 71. As to 
tl.e proof of any order etc., see the Documentary Evidence Act, 1868 
(31 & 32 Viet. c. 37), s. 2 ; Local Government Board Act, 1871 {34 & 36 
Viet. c. 70), s. 6 ; Documentary Evidence Act, 1882 (46 6c 46 Viet. o. 9)» 
8. 2 ; and title Evidence, Vol. XIII., pp. 626, 626. 
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of anions or parishes and anions is formed (t), is deemed to be a 
general order, as is also everj order made to vary or rescind a 
general order, whether it be directed to or affects one or more than 
one anion (a). Any general order, or any part thereof, may be 
disallowed by Order in Coancil, and thereapon, so far as it has 
been disallowed, it ceases to be of any force or validity, except as 
to anything lawfally done thereander before the disallowance (b). 

A particalar order is one that is applicable to individaal cases in 
some one parish or union. 

1090. A written or printed copy of every order must, before it 
comes into operation in any parish or union, be sent by the Local 
Government Board to the overseers of the parish, and to the 
guardians of the union or their clerk. The overseers and guardians 
must give publicity to the order in such manner as the Board 
directs, and must allow it to be inspected, and copies thereof to 
be taken on payment of the prescribed charge, by any owner of 
property in the place or his agent, or any ratepayer. These require- 
ments also apply to the disallowance or revocation of an order (c). 
Copies of an order do not require to be sealed (d). 

Every general order must be published in the London Gazette, 
and when so published takes effect without further publication (e). 

A copy of any general order must be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament as soon as possible after its publication (/), and if it 
relates to the relief of the poor, the government and management of 
workhouses and their inmates, or the guidance and regulation of 
guardians and their officers, copies must be sent to the clerks to 
the justices of the petty sessional divisions within the union (r/), 

1091. An order may be removed into the High Court of Justice 
by certiorari, but unless and until it is declared illegal by that court 
it remains effective and must be obeyed (/t). This is, practically, the 
only way in which the validity of an order can be raised and 
tested (i). The writ must be moved for within twelve months of 
the publication in the London Gazette of a general order (fc), and 
within twelve months of the sending of a copy, as required by statute, 
of any other order (Z). 

{t) Poor Law Amendmont Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 1. 

(a) Poor Law Board Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 109), s. 15. 

(h) Ibid., 8 . 17. 

(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 18. 

(d) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. 
0 . 58), s. 14. 

(e) PubHo UeaJth Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), Belied. V., Part. III. 

if) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 1. 

Ig) Ibid., 8. 2. Copies are not required to be scaled (Divided Parishes 
and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 58), s. 14). 

(ft) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 105. As 
to the procedure, see V&td., ss. 106—108 ; and title Crown Practice, Vol. X., 
pp. 174, 102, note (2). A divisible order may be quashed as to part only 
(B. V. Bohinson (1851), 17 Q. B. 466). 

(i) See B. v. Bristol {Oovemors of the Poor) (1849), 13 Q. B. 405 ; E. 
V. Oldham Union Overseers (1847), 10 Q. B. 700 ; B. v. Bangor Overseers 
(1847), 13 Q. B. 91. 

(ft) PubHo Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), Sohed. V., Part HI. 

(I) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. o. 103), b. 13. 
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1092. If any person wilfully neglects or disobeys an order of 
the Local Government Board, or of its predecessors, he may, on 
summary conviction before two justices, be fined for the first 
offence any sum not exceeding £5 ; for the second offence, any sum 
not exceeding £20 nor less than £5. A third or subsequent offence 
is deemed to be a misdemeanour, and is punishable on conviction 
on indictment by a fine of not less than £20 and such imprisonment, 
with or without hard labour, as the court may award (m), 

1093. The Local Government Board may, on the application of 
the guardians concerned, by provisional order (n) repeal or alter 
any local Act controlling or regulating the relief of the poor, or 
the making and levying of the poor rate, in any union or parish (o). 

1094. The Local Government Board has also extensive powers as 
to the division of parishes and the alteration of parish boundaries for 
the purposes of the better administration of relief to the poor (p). 


Sub-Sec r. 3.— Inspet tors. 

1095. The Local Government Board must from time to time 
appoint so many fit persons as may be allowed by the Treasury, 
to be inspectors, to assist in the execution of the law relating to 
the relief of the poor, and may from time to time assign duties 
to the inspectors or to any of them, and may remove an inspector. 
The salaries of the inspectors are regulated by the Treasury (ri). 

1096. The inspectors are entitled to visit and inspect every work- 
house or place wherein any poor person in receipt of relief is lodged, 
and to attend every board of guardians and every parochial and otlu'r 
local meeting held for the relief of the poor, and to take part in the 
proceedings, but not to vote at such board or meeting (r). The 
power to inspect a workhouse extends to the doing of anything 
necessary to procure such information as may bo required by the 
Local Government Board as to the condition and government of the 


(m) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), 8. 98. 

(n) As to provisional orders and their confirmation generally, see title 
Parliament, Vol. XXI., p. 740. 

(o) See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 106), s. 2 ; 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 3 ; Poor Law Act, 
1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 64), s. 9. 

(p) See, generally, the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet, 
c. 106) ; the Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 
Viet. c. 61) ; the Poor Law Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 64) ; the Divided 
Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 68) ; 
the Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 73) ; and, as to metro- 
politan parishes, the Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 
Viet. 0 . 63). See also title Local Government, Vol. XIX., p. 238. As to 
the powers of the Local Government Board in relation to the formation, 
alteration, and dissolution of unions, see pp. 663 et seq., post. 

{q) Poor Law Board Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 109), 8. 19. See 
also Local Government Board Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet. c. 70), s. 3, for a 
general power of appointing inspectors and other officers. 

(r) Poor Law Board Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 109), s. 20. The 
right to attend and take part in meetings may be enforced by mandamos ; 
see B. V. 8t. Panoras {Directors of the Poor) (1868), 22 J. P. 384 ; B. v. 8t. 
M€irylehone Guardians (1856), 6 Jur. (N. s.) 1094, u. 
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workhouse and the inmates. An inspector may be authorised to 
hold inquiries upon any matter concerning the administration 
of the poor law, and may summon and examine witnesses («). 

Sect. 2. — County Councils, 

1097. Strictly speakiijg, a county council is not a poor law 
authority, for, save as regards the provision of asylums for pauper 
lunatics (0» it has practically no administrative duties in con- 
nection with the relief of the poor. Councils, however, have 
certain powers to alter poor law areas (a) and to regulate the election 
of guardians (t), and they must make certain payments to 
guardians. 

1098. The county council, including the council of a county 
borough, must pay to the guardians out of the county fund, and 
charge to the Exchequer Contribution Account (c), (1) such sums as 
the Local Government Board certify to be due from the council 
in respect of the remuneration of teachers in poor law schools (d) , 
and for payments to public vaccinators (c) ; (2) the school fees paid 
for pauper children sent from a workhouse to a public elemen- 
tary school outside the workhouse (/) ; (8) certain sums towards 
the remuneration of the registrars of births and deaths ig) ; and 
(4) a sum equal to 4«. a week for each pauper lunatic chargeable 
to the union, and maintained in an asylum, registered hospital, or 
licensed house, for whom the net charge upon the guardians, 
after deducting amounts received otherwise than from local rates, 
is equal to or exceeds 4.s. a week [h). If the union is in more than 
one county the amount to be paid will be apportioned (i). 

The guardians are also entitled to receive from the county council, 
other than the Loudon County Council, or the council of the county 
borough, as the case may be, an annual sum for the costs of the 
officers of the union and of district schools to which the union 
contributes (/r). 


(«) See Poor Law Boaid Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 109), ss. 21, 
22, 26. 

(t) For its powers and duties in this respect, see title Lunatics and 
Persons op Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., p. 479. 

(а) See Local Grovemment Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 67 ; Local 
Government Act, 1894 (66 &; 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 36 ; and title Local Govern- 
ment, Vol. XIX., p. 377. 

(б) See ijp. 631 et sea., pool. 

(0) See title Local Government, Vol. XIX., p. 351. 

(d) See title Education, Vol. XII., p. 88. 

(6) See title Public Health and Local Administration. 

(/) See title Education, Vol. XII., pp. 82, 88. 

(a) See title Registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths. 

(h) Local Government Act, 1888 (61 & 52 Viet. o. 41), ss. 24, 34. The 
ffuardians must claim payment in the prescribed manner ; see ibid,, s. 24 
(6), (7)» As to the method of calculating the amount of contributions, see 
Caine Union v. WiUe County Council, [1911] 1 K. B. 717, and Circular of 
the Local Government Board, dated 7th July, 1011. 

(1) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. o. 41), s. 24 (5). 

(k) Ibid,, 8. 26. As to the basis of calculation and apportionment, see 
ibid. 
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1099. In the administraUve county of Loudon (Z) the county council 
must (1) pay to the guardians for every poor law union wholly in the 
county such sums as the Local Government Board from time to time 
certifies to be due from the said council in substitution for the local 
grants towards the remuneration of poor law medical officers, and 
towards the cost of drugs and medical appliances, (2) grant to the 
guardians of every poor law union wholly in the county an amount 
equal to i.d. a day per head for every indoor pauper maintained in 
that union, such grant to be reckoned in a prescribed manner (/«), 
unless Parliament otherwise determines, and (3) pay to the guardians 
of every poor law union, a portion of which only is situate in its 
county, such proportion of the annual sum which is, under the 
provisions of the Local Government Act, ]888(n), payable by the 
county council of a county to the guardians of that union, as the 
rateable value of the portion within the administrative county of 
London bears to the rest of the union (o). 

Sect. 3. — jHaticm of the Peace, 

uoo. Justices of the peace may order overseers to give relief in poorinw 
cases of sudden and urgent necessity, and may order medical relief po''pi^ of 
in a case where sudden and dangerous illness may require it (jt)), and 
in any union formed under the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (^), 
any two justices usually acting for the district in which such union 
is situated may at their discretion direct, by order under their 
hands and seals, that relief be given to any adult person, who from old 
age or infirmity of body is wholly unable to work, without requiring 
such person to reside in the workhouse. Such person, however, 
must be entitled to relief in hucIi union, and bo desirous of receiving 
it out of the workhouse, and one of the justices must certify in the 
order, of his own knowledge, that the person is wholly unable to 
work as aforesaid (r). 

Sect, 1. — Overseers, 

1101. Apart from their duties with respect to the making and Torclic\cni 
levying of the poor rate (s), practically the only matter in which ”'’s:cnt 
overseers have powers in connection with the relief of the poor is 

(l) See title Metiiopoli«!, Vol. XX., p, 393. 

(m) The expression “ indoor pauper ” is defined by the Local Government 

Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 43 (2), which also enacts 43 (3) ), 

that the average number of paupers shall be estimated in such manner as 
the Local Government Board directs. The grant made by the London 
County Council in respect of indoor paupers is in addition to any payment 
made out of the Metropolitan Common Poor Fund (ibid., s. 94), as to which 
see p. 660, po»t. 

(n) 61 & 62 Viet. c. 41. 

(o) Ibid,, s, 43 (1). 

ip) See p. 630, post. 

iq) 4 & 6 Will. 4, o. 76. 

(f) Ibid., s. 27. As to the authority of justices to visit workhouses, see 
p. 659, post; for their powers in connection with removal orders, ^e 
pp. 590 et seq., post, where those orders are dealt with ; 4lld for their duties 
as regards the poor rate, see title Rates and Ratinq, 

(«) As to which, see title Rates and 
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that in cases of sudden and urgent necessity the overseer of a parish 
is required to give such temporary relief as each case may require, 
in articles of absolute necessity, but not in money, and whether the 
applicant for relief is settled in the parish or not. If an overseer 
refuses or neglects to give relief in any such case of a non-settled or 
non-resident applicant, he may be ordered in writing to do so by a 
justice of the peace, and, if he disobeys such an order, he may, on 
summary conviction, be fined a sum not exceeding £5. A 
justice may also order medical relief to any parishioner or out- 
parishioner, when required by sudden and dangerous illness, and 
the overseer must obey such an order on pain of a similar penalty 
for default (t). 

An overseer may also, in a case of sudden and urgent necessity, 
give a written order for admission to the workhouse (a). The 
overseer must enter in a register the name of every poor person in 
receipt of out-relief in the parish, with such j^articulars respect- 
ing the family and settlement of every such poor person, and his 
and their relief and employment, as the Local Government Board 
requires (b). 

U02. If overseers lawfully contract any debt on account of the 
parish within three months of the termination of their year of 
office, their immediate successors must pay it (c). 

1103. When the power of appointing overseers is vested in the 
parish council or parish meeting of a rural parish, if the guardians of 
the union do not receive from the council or meeting the prescribed 
notice of appointment within the prescribed time, the guardians 
must make the appointment, and the person appointed by them 
will supersede any overseer whose appointment has not been duly 
notified (d). 

Sjxt. 5. — Boards of Guardians. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — ConstitiUion ami rroteedimja, 

1104. The local administration of poor relief is entrusted to boards 
of guardians, \\hich expression means a board of guardians elected 
under the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (r), and the Acts 
amending the same, and includes a board of guardians or other 
body of persons performing under any local Act the functions of 
a board of guardians under the said Act of 1834 (/). This Act 

(l) Poor Law Ameadmout Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 64. See 
also General Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 22nd April, 1842, 
arts. 1 — 3 (Stat. K. & 0. Kev., Vol. X., Poor, England, pp. 180 et seq.). 

{a) General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners. 
24th July, 1847, artd. 88—90 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., VoL X , Poor, England, 
pp, 74 et sea, ). 

(6) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 55. For the 
duties of overseers with respect to burials, see title Burial and Cremation. 
Vol. III., pp. 475, 547 ; for their duties as to registration of voters and 
elections, see title Elections, Vol. XII., pp. 194, 196, 201, 210, 217, 221, 
231, 239, 382, 481. 

(o) Poor Law Audit Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 91), s. 1. 

(d) See Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 50. 

(0) 4 8c 5 Will. 4, 0. 76. 

(J) See Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. o. 63), s. 16 (1). In Bir- 
mingham, Brighton, Bristol^ St. ildmonds, Chichester, East and West 
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provided that when parishes were united for the administration of 
the laws for the relief of the poor, a board of guardians for such 
union should be constituted and chosen, and that the workhouse 
or workhouses of such un‘on should be governed, and the relief of 
the poor in such union should be administered, by the board of 
guardians (< 7 ), also that where the administration of the laws for 
the relief of the poor of any single parish had been or is directed to 
be governed and administered by a board of guardians, such board 
should be elected and constituted, and authorised and entitled to 
act for such single parish, in like manner in all respects as a board 
of guardians for united parishes (h). 

1105. Guardians are elected parochially, the number to be elected 
for each parish being fixed by the constituting order. Such number 
may be altered by either the Local Government Board (?) or the 
county council (/i), or, if the union is in more than one county, by 
a joint committee of the councils of the respective counties (Z). 

The Local Government Board may by order unite small parishes 
for the purpose of the election of guard.ans(m), and may divide a 
parish into wards for such elections of guardians, and determine the 
number of guardians to be elected for each ward (//), and may alter 
any wards and the number of guardians to be elected for such 
uards (o). The county council have somewhat similar powers (p), 
and, in addition, have power to leinove, by order, difliculties which 
may arise in connection with an election, or with the first meeting 
after any ordinary election, of guardians, and if from an election not 
being held, or being defective, or otherwise, the board has not been 
properly constituted, do what appears necessary to put matters 
right (( 7 ). 

In a rural district the district councillors are the guardians for 
the particular parish or area for which they have been elected, and 
no special election of guardians can bo held (/ ). 


Flcgff, Exeter, Forohoe, Kingston-upon-llull, Liverpool, Mutford and 
I^otmngland, Oswestry, Oxford, Plymoutii, Southampton, and Stoke 
Damerel, the guardians, and in Liverpool, the select vestry, have powers and 
duties under local Acts. Such guardians must have the qualiheations and 
be elected in the way required by the Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 
Viet. c. 73), s. 60, but in other respects they continue to exercise the powers 
and duties conferred by the local Acts. 

(q) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, o. 76), s. 38. 

(h) Ibid,, s. 39. 

(i) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. 0 101), &. 18. 

(If) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 60 (1). 

(l) Ibid., 8. 60 (3) ; and see title Local Government, Vol. XIX., 
pp. 331, 349. 

(m) See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 6. 

(a) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. 


c. 61), 8 . 12 . 

(o) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. 


c. 58), B. 8. 

(p) See Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 60, and 
title Local Governbcent, Vol. XIX., p. 378. 

{g) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 48 (5) ; Local 
Government (Elections) Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 1), 

(r) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 24 (3). 
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Tlie property and personal qinilifications of electors are the same 
as in other local government franchises (s), with the single dis- 
tinction that the receipt of medical relief disqualifies (t). The 
elections are held and conducted according to the rules framed 
by the Local Government Board (a), under the Local Government 
Act, 1894 (6). 

1106. The qualification for a guardian is either being a parochial 
elector (c) of some parish in the union, or having resided in the 
union during the whole of the twelve months preceding the 
election (^/), or, in the case ot a guardian for a parish wholly or 
partly situate within the area of a borough, whether a county 
borough or not, being qualified to be elected a councillor for that 
borough (c). No person is disqualified by sex or marriage (/). 

1107. The disqualifications are the same as those for a district 
councillor (g), with the additions that no assistant overseer and no 
paid officer of a board can be a guardian, and no person receiving 
any fixed salary or emolument from the poor rates in any parish 
or union is capable of serving as a guardian in such parish or 
union (//). 

A guardian who is an officer or soldier of the auxiliary or reserve 
forces does not become disqualified by reason only of his absence on 
active service, or on service beyond the seas (i), 

(«) Sec title Elections, Vol. XII., pp, 182 et seq. 

(/) See Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 
Viet. c. 61), 8. 14 ; Medical Relief Disqualification Removal Act, 1885 
(48 49 Viet . c. 46), s. 2. But not so in respect of vaccination ; see V accina- 

tion Act of 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 84), s. 26. Sec also title Elections, 
Vol. XIL, p. 192. 

(a) Ibid., ss. 20 (6), 48 (4). For the procedure, see title Elections, 
Vol. XIL, pp. 389 ct seq. The orders at present in force are the Guardians 
(Outside London) Election Order, 1898, and the Guardians (London) 
Election Order, 1898 (Slat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., Poor. England, pp. 2, 
41). By virtue of the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) 
Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 6, 0 . 7), it is an illcgjil practice to make a false 
statement in i elation to the personal character or conduct of a candidate 
at a municipal election, which includes the election of guaidians (see Muni- 
cipal Elections (Cormpt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet, 
c. 70) ), such elections being thus put in this respect on much the same 
footing as parliamentary cl(*ctioiis, as to which see title Elections, 
Vol. XIL, ]’p. 298 et seq. 

(b) 66 & 67 Viet. c. 73. 

(c) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 20 (1), (3) ; and 
see title Elections, Vol. XII., pp. 191, 192, 202, note (s), 246, for 
parochial electors. 

(d) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 20 (2) 

(e) Ibid, ; see title Local Government, Vol. XIX., p. 303. 

(f) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 20 (2). 

(g) See title Local Government, Vol. XIX., p. 263. As to the dis- 
qu^fleation imposed by a conviction for treason or felony, see Forfeituie 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), s. 2, and title Criminal Law and Pro- 
cedure, Vol. IX., p. 428. 

{h) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 67), s. 14. Payment 
to a medical practitioner for notification of disease does not disquahfy for 
being a guardian (Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet, 
c. 72), B. 11 ; Publio Health (London) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 76, 
«. 57). 

^ Members of Local Authorities Relief Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 46), s. 2. 
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U08. If no person is elected in any parish at the annual election, s. 

the existing guardians may continue in oflSce (k), and in case of any Boards of 
vacancy the remaining guardians are competent to act (/). No Guardians, 
defect in the qualification or election of any person acting as a i.'ftii„re to 
guardian at a board of guardians will vitiate the proceedings of the elect, 
board (m). 

U09. A person duly elected can only resign with the consent of Ucsignation. 
the Local Government Board (u). 

mo. The term of office is three years, one-third, as nearly as Term of office, 
may be, of the board going out of office on the 15th April in each 
yejir ; but the county council, or a joint committee, may on the 
application of the board give directions for the simultaneous retire- 
ment of the whole board on the said date in every third year, and 
may on a like application rescind such direction (o). The county 
council directs in which year or years of each triennial period the 
guardians for each parish, or ward, or district, shall retire (;>). 

nil. There are no ex-officio or nominated guardians (r/), but the AUditionfll 
board may elect a chairman or vice-chairman, or botl), and not 
more than two other persons, from outside their own body, but 
from persons qualified to bo guardians of the union, and any 
person so elected will be an additional guardian and member of the 
board (/ ). 

A vice-chairman holds office during the term of office of tlie 
chairman; in the absence or during the inability of the chairman 
he has the powers and authority of the chairman (s). 

1112 . The meetings and proceedings of boards of guardians, save MertingH. 
that the chairman may be elected from outside (f), are regulated by 
the same rules as are applicable to urban district councils {a). The 


(k) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 57), s. l(h 

(Z) Ibid., s. 12. 

(m) Ibid., B. 13. 

(n) Ibid., s. 11. 

(o) See Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. o. 73), b. 20 (6) ; 
District Councillors and Guardians (Term of Office) Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet, 
c. 16), s. 1 ; and title Elections, Vol. Xll., p. 390. 

(p) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 60 (2), (4). Tlio 
first appointed day for retirement in rotation was 16th April, 1896 (ibid., 
s. 79 (3) ), and for simultaneous retirement, 15th April, 1898 (ibid., s. 79 
(•">) )• 

(q) Ibid., s. 20 (1). An exception exists in the case of Oxford, which is 
under a local Act ; see ibid., s. 60 (6). 

(r) Ibid.,B. 20(8), See also title Elections, Vol. Xll., pp. 376, 393. 
It would seem that where the chairman is elected fiom among the 
guardians he ceases to be chairman on the 15(h April in any year when he 
goes out of office as a guardian, but that, subject to this, he is entitled to 
act as chairman until his successor is appointed at the annual meeting ; 
see opinion of the Local Government Board, 20th March, 1912 (76 J. P. 
166), and E. v. Eowlandn, Ex parte Beeehy, fl910] 2 K. B. 930. 

(«) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 69 (2). 

(Z) See the text, supra. ^ 

(a) See Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 69 ; Public 
Health Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 65), s. 199, Sohed. I. ; and title Local 
Government, Vol. XIX., p. 278. As to keeping order at meetings, see 
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meetings are not necessarily public (6), and the guardians may 
decline to admit any person, save the Local Government Board 
inspector (c). The fact that a member who has a personal interest 
in a matter before the meeting takes part in the proceedings does 
not vitiate the proceedings (d). 

Meetings must not be held in premises licensed for the sale of 
intoxicating liquor, except where no other room is available either 
free of charge or at a reasonable cost (e). If guardians have provided 
themselves with a board-room and offices, they must permit the 
rural district council to have the use thereof, for the purpose of 
their meetings and proceedings, at all reasonable hours ; any 
question as to such hours may be determined by the Local 
Government Board (/). 

m3. At least one month’s notice in writing must be given to 
every guardian (g) of a meeting at which proposals in the nature of 
superannuation or gratuities to officers or servants are to be 
considered (7/), and at least seven days’ notice of resolutions to 
authorise the attendance of delegates at meetings of the Poor Law 
Unions Association (?). 

Where an Act requires the consent in writing of a majority of 
the guardians of a union, it will suffice if a resolution giving consent 
is passed at a meeting of the guardians, of which meeting, and of 
the business to be transacted tlioreat, not less than fourteen days’ 
notice has been given to each guardian (/.•}. 

m4. If the whole of any parish or parishes is situated more 
than four miles from the place of meeting of the board of guardians 
of the union of whicli it or they form part, the Local Government 
Jioard, on the application of the guardians, may form it or them 


Dobson V. Fussy (1831), 7 Bine. 305; Boyle v. Falconer (1866), L. R. 
1 P. C. 328. The powers of the Local Government Board with respect to 
Ihe proceedings of guardians are not affected by the Local Government 
Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73). s. 69 (ibid. s. 69 (4) ). The guardians of 
every parish or union acting under any local Act for the relief of the poor 
must meet onco a fortnight or oftener, and, if there is no designated 
chairman, must appoint a chairman and vice-chairman annually and as 
vacancies occur (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), 
s. 64). 

(b) As to the privilege of members in respect of speeches, see title 
Libel and Slander, Vol. XVlll., pp. 677 H seq., and of newspaper 
reports, ibid., pp. 698, 746. 

(e) See p. 527, ante. 

(d) Mwray v. Epsom Local Board, fl897] 1 Oh. 35. 

(e) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 61. 

(/) Ibid., 8 . 59 (3). 

(^) In any case where a meeting is required to be summoned by notice, 
it is necessary that the notice should be served on every member of the 
board. A default may render the meeting invalid (Dobson v. Fvssy, 
supra). 

(h) Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 60), 
B. 9; seep. 546,jpoat. 

(i) Poor Law Unions Association (Expenses) Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet, 
c. 19), 8. I ; see p. 549, post. 

(k) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. 
e. 58), s. 12. 
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into a district, and direct the guardians to appoint a committee of 
their members to receive applications from poor persons requiring 
relief in such district, to examine into the cases, and to report to the 
guardians thereon (I). 


Sub-Skct. 2. — Duties, Powers, and LiahiUtfes. 

1116 . Guardians cannot act except at a meeting of the board of 
guardians (m). They govern the workhouse of the iinion (a), and 
admifiister the relief of the poor (o). Tlieir duties in these respects 
are prescribed by the Local Government Board by a general 
order (p), declaring that, subject thereto, the guidance, 
government, and control of every workhouse, and of the officers, 
servants, assistants, and paupers therein, are to be exercised by the 
guardians ( 3 ). 

1116 . The guardians are a corporation by the name of “ The 
Guardians of the Poor of the Union (or of the Parish of 

) in the county of with perpetual succession, and a 

common seal, and as such they may accept, take, and hold, for the 
benefit of such union or parish, any buildings, lands, or heredita- 
ments, goods, effects, or other property (/). 

A board of guardians is a local authority within the meaning of 
the Local Loans Act 3 ( 8 ), and of the Local Government (Stock 
Transfer) Act, 1895 (t), and a spending authority within the 
meaning of the Agricultural Kates Act, 1896(a). The Public 
Bodies Corrupt Practices Act, 1889 (/>), applies to a board of 
guardians, its meni])ers, officers, and servants. 

1117 . Any contract by guardians in couiiectioii wdth the main- 
tenance, clothing, lodging, employment, or relief of th(3 poor, or 

(1) Poor Law Amendmeut Act, 1842 (5 & 0 Viet. c. 57). s. 7. 

{m) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will 4, c. 70), h. 38. 

(n) See p. 558, post. 

{ 0 ) See p. 563, post. 

ip) General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Couiinissioiier**, 
24tn July, 1847 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., Poor. England, pp. 74 et scq.), 

(q) Ibid., art. 152. 

(r) Union and Parish Property Act, 1835 (6 & 6 Will. 4, c. 09), 8. 7 ; 

Poor Law Amendment Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 57), s. 16. An injunctioji 
lies to prevent the improper application of the poor rate ; sec, however, 
A.-O. V. Meiihyr Tydfil Union, [1900] 1 Ch. 516, C. A. Guardians aro 
empowered to acquire land for the employment of the poor thereon ; 
see Poor Relief Act, 1819 (59 Geo. 3, 0 . 12), s. 12 ; Poor Relief Act, 1831 
(1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 42) ; Crown Lands Allotments Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, 
c. 69) ; Union and Paiish Property Act, 1836 (6 & 6 AVill 4, c. 69), s. 4 : 
and Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 AMct. 0 . 73), s. 6. A board of 
guardians may provide buildings, appliances, and attendants for the purpose 
of carrying out the provisions of the Cleansing of Persons Act, 1897 (60 h 61 
Viet. c. 31), ss. 1, 2. Permitting a verminous person to have the use 
of apparatus for cleansittg the person and liis clothing is not parochial 
relief (ibid., s. 1). . 

(fi) Local Loans Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 83), s. 34; see title Money 
AND Money-Lending, Vol. XXL, pp. 61 et seq. 

(t) 58 & 59 Viet. c. 32,8. 1 (2). 

(a) 59 & 60 Viet. c. 16, s. 9, Schedule. See also title Rates and Rating. 

{h\ 52 & 63 Viet. c. 69. s. 7 ; and see title Cwminal Law and Procbdube, 
Vol IX., p. 484. 
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for any other purposes relating to or connected with the general 
management of the poor, must confoim to the orders in force of 
the Local Government Board or its predecessors, or be otherwise 
sanctioned by the Board, or it will be voidable or void at the option 
of the Board (c). 

1118 . Mortgages, bonds, instruments, or any assignment thereof, 
property given by way of security, contracts, agreements, and 
appointments of officers, and other documents given by guardians, 
are exempt from stamp duty (d). 

1119 . Payment of debts, claims, or demands can only be made 
by guardians within the half-year in which the same were incurred 
or become due, or within three months after the expiration of such 
half-year, unless the Local Government Board extends the time for 
payment, which may be done for a period not exceeding twelve 
months after the date of the debt, claim, or demand (e). 

1120. Guardians and their officers are prohibited, under a penalty 
of forfeiting itlOO to the informer, from being concerned, either 
directly or indii ectly, in the supply for profit (/) of goods to the 
workhouse, or otherwise for the support and maintenance of the 
poor, during their teim of office, w’ith an exception where two 
justices certify that the necessary articles cannot otherwise be 
obtained (//). 


(c) Pool Law Amendment Act, 1S34 (4 & 5 \\ ill. 4, c. 70), s. 40. The 
orders regulating contracts are the General Consolidated Order of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, 24th July, 1847, arts. 44 — 51, and the General Order 
of the Poor Law Commissioners, Ist December, 1877 (Stat. R. & O. 
Rev., Vol. X , Poor, England, pp. 135 et seq.). As to the necessity for the 
contracts of guardians to be under seal, see title Corporations, Vol. VIII., 
pp. 380 et SCO. 

(d) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s 86. As 
to stamp duties generally, see title Revenue. 

(c) Poor Law (Payment of Debts) Act, 1869 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 49), ss. 1, 4. 
This imposes a prohibition against payment alter the fixed date (Midland 
Hail, Co. V. Edmonton Union, [1896] A. C. 485). As to when the time 
begins to run, see ibid., and 'West Ham Union Guardians v. St Matthew, 
Bethnal Green (Churchwardens) etc., [1896] A. C. 477 ; Manchester, She^eld 
and Lincolnshire Bail. Co. v. Doncaster Union Guardians, [1897] 1 Q. Ji. 
117, C. A. As to extension of time, and the application of the statute 
generally, see Bhodes v. Pately Bridge Union Guardians (1884), 61 L. T. 
236; Baker Y. Billericay Union Guardians (1863), 2 H. &; C. 642; B. v. 
Stepney Union (1874), L. R. 9 Q. B. 383 ; Castle v. Fulham Union Guar- 
diems (1872), 37 J. P. 66; Dearie v. Petersfleld Union Guardians (1888), 
21 Q. B. D. 447, C. A. See also title Limitation of Actions, Vol. XIX., 
p. 180. As to the method of payment, see General Consolidated Order 
of the Poor Law Commissioners, 24th July, 1847, arts. 84, 85, and General 
Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 7th April, 1857 (Stat. R. & 0. 
Rev., Vol. X., Poor, England, p. 129). 

(f) See Skinner v. Bttekee (1824), 3 B. & C. 6. 

(g) See Poor Relief Act, 1816 (66 Geo. 3, c. 137), s. 6 ; Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 WOl. 4, o. 76), ss. 61, 77 ; Bohinson v. Emerson (1866), 
4 H. & 0. 352 ; Henderson y. Sherborne (1837), 2 M. & W. 236 ; West v. 
Andrews (1822), 6. B. & Aid. 328 ; Pope y. Backhouse (1818), 8 Taunt. 239 ; 
Stanley v. Dodd (1822), 1 Dow. & Ry. (k. b.) 397 ; Greenhow v. Parser (1861), 
26 J. P. 24 ; Davies v. Harvey (1874), L. R. 9 Q. B. 433 ; and other cases 
collected in Lumley’s Public Health Acts, 7th ed., pp. 1088, 1089 — 1091. 
The restriction does not apply to materials supplied for the repair of the 
workhouse (Barber v. Watte (1834), 1 Ad. & El. 614). 



Part ll. — P oor Law AuTHORirtEs. 


B37 


U21. Guardians may incur reasonable expenses in collecting 
necessary information on matters connected with their duties (h). 

1122. With the consent of the Local Government Board, 
guardians may subscribe towards the support and maintenance of 
any public hospital or infirmary for the reception of sick, diseased, 
disabled, or wounded persons, or of persons suffering from any 
permanent or natural infirmity (i), and to any asylum or institution 
for the blind, or the deaf and dumb, or for persons suffering from 
any permanent or natural infirmity, and towards any association or 
society for aiding such persons, or for providing nurses, or for 
aiding girls or boys in service, or towards any other asylum or 
institution which appears to the guardians to be calculated to 
render useful aid in the administration of the relief of the poor (A:), 
and to any society or body corporate for the prevention of cruelty 
to children (/). 

1123. Guardians must provide for the reception in the w^orkhoiise 
of children and young persons taken there in pursuance of the 
Children Act, lfi08 (///), and may pay any expenses so incurred 
out of the common fund (// They may institute proceedings 
under Part II. of that Act, which relates to the prevention of 
cruelty to children and young persons, and may pay the reasonable 
costs and expenses thereof (o), and they are the local authority, 
olsew’here than in London, for the purposes of Part L of the Act, 
W’liich deals with infant life protection (p), 

1124. With the sanction of tlio Local Government Board, 
guardians, including metropolitan guardians, may borrow for the 
purpose of raising the expenses incurred or proposed to be incurred 
for any permanent work or object, or any other thing the costs 
of which ought in the opinion of the Local Government Board to 
be spread over a term of years, but the total debts of the guardians 
under the Acts relating to the relief of the poor ijiust not excec^d 
one-fourth of the total annual rateable value of the union, unless 
the Local Government Board has by provisional order extended 
such maximum, wdiich it may do up to one-half (q), ^Jlic unai)plied 

(h) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, lS7f5 (.‘U) <5^ 40 Viet, 
c. 61), ss. 15, 16. 

(t) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1851 (14 &: 15 ^’iot. c. 105), k. 4. 

(k) Poor Law Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 54), s. 10. No subseiiption can 
be given to any asylum or institution that is not open to be of assistance to 
the paupers under the guardians (ibid.). In London the guai’dians may 
arrange with hospitals for the treatment of paupers on terms ; see Metro- 
politan Poor Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 63), s. 10. 

(l) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 36. 

(m) 8 Edw. 7, c. 67. 

(n) Ibid., 8. 126. The Local Government Board lias advised that 
under this section guardians have no discretion as to receiving such cases, 
but must do so. 

(o) Ibid., 8. 34 (1); sec j). 541, po-t. 

(p) Children Act, 1908 (8 Kdw. 7, c. 67), s. 10. Sec, geiieialJy, tille 
Infants and Children, Vol. XVII., pp. 158 et neq. For tbe powers and 
duties of guardians in relation to the education of children, see title 
Education, Vol. XII., pp. 81 et aeq. 

(q) Under certain circumstances persons who have made advances to 
unions and parishes beyond the authorised bor^o^^ing powers may be 
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Sect. 5. balance of any loan may, with the consent of the Local Govern- 
Boards of ment Board, be applied for any purpose for which guardians may 
Guardians, borrow (r). The loan must be repaid within such period not 
exceeding sixty years as the guardians, with the sanction of the 
Local Government Board, may determine, either by yearly or 
half-yearly instalments of principal or principal and interest, or 
by means of a sinking fund (s). 

Guardians may borrow without any consent for the purpose of 
repaying outstanding loans which they have power to repay, but 
any money so borrowed must be repaid within the same period as 
that originally sanctioned, unless the Local Government Board 
consents t) the term being extended (f). 

Moneys borrowed by guardians are a charge on and are payable 
out of the common fund of the union (a). They must keep a 
register of the securities in respect of all sums borrowed by them, 
in the form prescribed by the Local Government Board (b). They 
must not invest in their own securities (c). 

The Managers of the Metropolitan Asylums District {d) may 
borrow from the London County Council in the manner prescribed 
for borrowing from the defunct Metropolitan Board of Works (0* 

Returru. 1125 . Boards of guardians must make annual returns to the 

Local Government Board of their receipts and expenditure and 
of any rates levied by them. The clerk is responsible, under a 
penalty of not exceeding £20, for the due making of such returns in 
the prescribed form (/). 

reimbursed with the consent of the Local Government Board ; see the Poor 
Law Loans Act, 1872 (36 Ar 36 Viet. c. 2), s. 4. 

(r) Poor Law Act, 1889 (62 & 53 Vict. c. 66), s. 2. 

(«) Poor Law Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Vict. c. 29), s. 1 (1). The sinking fund 
must be created and applied in accordance with the Local Loans Acts, the 
prescribed rate not exceeding 3 per cent, per annum {ibid., s. 1 (2) ). In 
addition to the general power of borrowing, guardians in the Metropolis 
may be specially empowered to borrow from the London County Council by 
the annual money bills of that council, as to wdiich see title Metropolis, 
Vol. XX., p. 444, 

(0 Poor Law Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Vict. c. 29), s. 1 (4) — (6). Guardians 
cannot pay off a loan sooner or in a different manner than is provided for in 
the contract, unless the lender consents (ir66t Deiby Union v. Metropolitan 
Life Assurance Society, [18971 A. C. 647). 

(a) Union Loans Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 45), 8. 4. The formof securily 
is prescribed by ibid., s. 6. As to the common fund, see p. 649, po.^^ 
The Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 24, provided 
that loans for the pm’pose of building, hiring, altering, or enlarging work- 
houses might be charged on the poor rate, and, by ibid., s. 63, that tho 
Public Works Loans Commissioners might make loans on such security. 
As to borro\>ing for the redemption ol loans, see Poor Law Loans Act, 
1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 11), s. 2. 

(h) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Vict. 
c. 68), s. 14. The form of register is prescribed by General Order, 7th 
December, 1882 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., Poor, England, p. 174). 

( 0 ) Poor Law Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Vict. c. 29), s. 1 (2). 

( d ) See title Metropolis, Vol. XX., p. 411. 

(e) See Metropolitan Board of Works (Loans) Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. 
o. 102), 8. 37. 

if) See Local Taxation Returns Acts, 1860 (23 & 24 Vict. o. 51) and 1877 
(40 & 41 Vict. c. 66). 
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1126. Guardians have many powers and duties relating to matters 
which are dealt with elsewhere in this work (g). 

Si'B-Sect. S.—Leyal I'roc-itliiiya. 

1127. Guardians may bring actions, prefer indictments, and 
sue and be sued in their corporate nauie(/t), and in such name 
take or resist all other proceedings for or in relation to any property 
held by them in virtue of their office. In any action or indictment 
relating to such property it is sufficient to state or lay the property 
to be that of the guardians of the union or parish (i). 

1128. In any civil or criminal proceeding it is not neces- 
sary to prove the original order constituting any board of 
guardians in any case in which any persons professing to form a 
board in obedience to such order have taken upon thomselves to 
act, and have continued for three years to act, in the execution of 
the laws for the relief of the poor ; and in no proceedings is it 
lawful to question the qualification or validity of the election of any 
j)erson as a guardian after the end of twelve months next following 
the election, or the time when the alleged disqualification or want 
of qualification of the person against whom such proceedings shall 
be directed has aris(‘n(/0. 

1129. In all cases in which guardians may make an application 
or complaint, or take proceedings, before justices at petty, special, 
general, or quarter sessions, they may empower any of their oilicers 
to do so, by order in writing under the hand of the presiding 
chairman and sealed with the common seal of the board (/). 

I’he clerk to or other officer of a board of guardians or district 
board may, if duly empow^ered by the board, make or resist any 


(g) For the powers and duties of guardians with regard to lunatics, seo 
title Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind, Vol. XlX., pp. 488 et teq., 
4i)9 et F€q., 527. As to the burial of poor persons, seo title 11 u rial and 
Cremation, Vol. III., pp. 539 et seq. ; as to the education of children, see 
title Education, Vol. XII., pp. 81 et neq. ; as to the appointment of the 
assessment committee, see the Union Assessment Committee Act, 1862 (25 
& 26 Viet. c. 103), and, generally, for the powers and duties of guardians 
as a rating authority, see title Rates and Rating. For tlio protection 
of children and young persons, see title Infants and Children, Vol. 
XVII., p. 171. As to inclosing common land for poor law purposes, see 
title Commons and Rights of Common, Vol. IV., pp. 510, 611, and the 
('ommons Act, 1899 (62 &; 63 Viet. c. 30), s. 22, Sohed. I. ; as to poor 
allotments, see title Allotments, Vol. I., pp. 332, 333. For the powers of 
guardians as regards apprentices and servants, see pp. 565, 566, 'post, and 
title Master and Servant, Vol. XX., p. 80. 

{h) See p. 535, ante. 

(i) Union and Parish Property Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 69), s. 7 ; Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 57), s. 16. As to laying the 
property in indictments, seo title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., 
pp. 336. 645, note (d), 647. Guardians are within the protection afforded 
by the PubHc Authorities Protection Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 61) ; see 
title Public Authorities and Public Officers. 

(k) Poor Law Board Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 109), s. 25 ; and see Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 72. 

(l) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1842 (5 6^ 6 Viet. c. 57), s. 17* 
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Poor Law. 


Sect. 6. application, claim, or complaint, or take and conduct any proceed* 
Boards of ings on behalf of the board, before justices at petty or special 
Guardians, sessions or out of sessions (m). 


IVosecutious 
for i>oor law 
ofiencett. 


Proceedings 
for the 
piotectioii (if 
property. 


1130. A board of guardians or a district board may pay the 
reasonable costs of the apprehension, and prosecution of any 
person charged with refusing or neglecting to maintain him- 
self or his family, or with running away and leaving his family 
chargeable, or whereby such family has become chargeable, or with 
wilfully neglecting or disobeying the rules, orders, and regulations 
of the Local Government Board, or with any offence or mi&behaviour 
in any workhouse, or with deserting or running away from any 
workhouse, and carrying away clothes, linen, or other goods or 
things belonging to any workhouse, or given or procured or pro- 
vided as or for relief, or with neglect of or disobedience to the 
reasonable and lawful orders of justices or guardians, or of any 
district board, in the administration of the laws relating to the 
relief of the poor, or with obstructing or assaulting any oflScer 
engaged in the administration of such laws, or with fraudulently 
obtaining, stealing, purloining, eml)ezzling, wasting, or injuring, or 
wilfully misapplying any property applicable to or connected with 
the relief of the poor, or with any offence directly affecting the 
administration of the laws for the relief of the poor ; and the reason- 
able costs of apprehending and prosecuting any officer who may 
have been employed in the administration of such laws for any 
neglect or breach of any duty of his office, or for any maltreatment 
or abuse of any poor person ; and, subject to the approval of the 
Local Government ]5oard, every board of guardians or district board 
must pay the costs of all legal proceedings taken by any auditor, or 
under his direction, for the protection of the poor rates or property 
of any parish, union, or district, or taken by any other person whom 
the board of guardians or district board have authorised or directed 
to institute such prosecution or legal proceedings ; and to the extent 
to which any such costs may not be repaid by the offending or 
other party, or from the county, liberty, or borough rates, the 
guardians of any union may, in any of the cases aforesaid, having 
due regard to the circumstances of the case, and subject to the 
approval of the Local Government Board, charge such expenses 
to the common fund of the union ; and the district board of any 
district may, having like regard to the circumstances of the case, and 
subject to the like approval, charge such expenses, either to the 
funds of the whole of such district, or on any one or more of the 
unions and parishes coiuprised therein (n). Costs and expenses 
lawfully incurred in and about the prosecution of any person 
for which the guardians are liable, or which they undertake to 


(wi) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 68 ; Solicitors 
Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. o. 127), s. 33. 

(n) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 69. The 
costs of vaccination prosecutions by guardians or their officer or any 
registrar are within this section (Vaccination Act of 1867 (30 &; 31 Viet, 
c. 84), B. 33). For vaccination generally, see title Public Health akd 
Local Administration* 
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pay under this provision, must in all cases be charged to the 
common fund (o). 

1131. Guardians may also out of their common fund pay the 
reasonable costs and expenses of any proceedings instituted by them 
under the Children Act, 1908 (p). 

1132. In cases where justices certify that a prosecution against 
a master or mistress for neglecting to provide necessary food, cloth- 
ing or lodging to an apprentice or servant (q), or for indicting 
bodily injury upon a person under the age of sixteen years, should, 
in the interests of public justice, be conducted by the guardians or 
overseers, the guardians or overseers must prosecute j/^nd pay ilu' 
costs reasonably incurred in that behalf (r). 

1133. Guardians who have engaged in litigation or any proceedings 
in court cannot be requiied to pay their solicitor his costs until the 
linal determination of the action or proceedings, or until he has 
ceased to be retained by or for them. The bill of costs must bo 
taxed and be 2)aid within OJie year after such linal determination, 
unless the Local Government Board authorises an extension of 
lime for not exceeding six mouths («). 

1134. Where a union extends into several distinct jurisdictions, 
every matter, act, charge or complaint by which the guardians 
thereof are affected, or in which they have any inteiest, is for the 
purpose of jurisdiction deemed to arise or exist equally ihronghout 
the union (t). 


Suj-Se(T. ‘i.- 
(i.) A ppoitti mcnt um! 

1135. The Local Government Board may hy order direct the 
overseers or guardians of any parish or union, or of united i)arishes 
or unions, to aj^point such paid officers with such qualifications as 
the Board prescribes, for superintending or assisting in tlie adminis- 
tiation of the relief and emjdoymont of the j^oor, and may dtdino 


(o) Union CLargeability Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), s. 9. Ar to the 
common fund, see p. 649, 'post. 

{p) 8 Edw. 7, c. 67, ss. 10, 34; see p. 537, ante; and title In cants 
AND CiiiLDiiEN, Vol. XVIL, pp. 158, liolc { g)y 171. 

(7) Seo Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 A'i(5t. c. 100 ), n. 20 ; 
and title Criminal Law and Pi:oceduke, Vol. IX., p. 623. 

(r) Offences against the Person Act, 1801 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 100 ), k. 73. 

(s) Poor Law (Payment of Debts) Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 49), s. 5. 
This provision does not prevent guardians making payment on account 
of costs (ibid.). See alsop. 540, ante. For the limitat ion or actions against 
^u.Trdians, see titles Limitation of Actions, Vol. XIX., p. 180; Public 
Autiiorities and Public Officers. 

(t) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 106), s 27. The 
appellate jurisdiction of quarter sessions depends upon the jurisdiction ol 
the justices making the order appealed from. If a union extends into a 
borough, and an order is made by the borough justices, the appe^ there- 
from Ues to the borough quarter sessions, not to the quarter sessions for 
the county (12. v. Sta^ordsMre Justices (1872) L. II. 7 Q. B. 288). ^See, 
generally, as to appeals to quarter sessions, title Magis'iraies, Vol. XIX., 
p. 642., 
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Poor Law. 


Sect. 5. the duties of such oflScers, the mode of appointment and dismissal, 
Boards of the security, if any, to be given by them, and their remuneration (a). 
Guardians. The officers covered by this authorisation include any clergy- 
man (6), schoolmaster, medical man, vestry clerk, treasurer, collector, 
assistant overseer, governor, master or mistress of a workhouse, or 
any other person who is employed in any parish or union in 
connection with the administration of the poor law (c). The appoint- 
ment of any paid officer rests with the guardians (d), but if 
guardians make default in appointing an officer whom it is their 
duty to appoint, an appointment may be made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board {e). 

In pursuance of the aforesaid authorisation the Local Govern- 
ment Boar(f has by order (/) provided that guardians must. 


(a) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 46. The 
power applies to parishes under Local Acts (Be 8t. Oilea and St, George, 
Bloomsbury, B. v. Poor Law Commissioners (1861), 17 Q. B. 445; B. v. 
St Pamcras (Directors of the Poor) (1868), E. B. & E. 683 ; B, v. St. James, 
Westminster (Governors etc. of the Poor) (1869), 1 E. & E. 861). 

(h) This includes a Homan Catholic clergyman (B. v. Haslehurst (1884), 
1 3 Q. B. D. 253). A chaplain of a workhouse is an officer within the meaning 
of the section (Ex parte Molyneux (1863), 27 J. P. 66). 

(c) Poor Law Arnondment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 109. As 
to the appointment oi rate collectors, see Poor Rate Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet, 
c. 84), 8. 2 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 62 : 
and title Rates and Rating. 

(d) B. V. Hunt (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 130. 

(e) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 7 ; Metro- 
politan Poor Act, 1867 (30 Viet. c. 6), s. 80. 

(f) General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
24th July, 1847, art. 163. Art. 154 provides that the officers must conform 
to the orders of the Local Government Board ; see arts. 156, 166 for the 
mode of appointment. Arts. 162 — 167 deal with the qualification of 
officers. No person who has been convicted of felony, fraud, or perjury 
can be an officer (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), 
s. 48) ; General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners. 
Arts. 172 — 176 deal with their remuneration (see also General Accounts 
and Audit Order, 14th January, 1867 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., Poor, 
England, pp. 301 et seq.), art. 36) ; General Consolidated Order of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, arts. 87, 184 — 186 ; General Order, 6th May, 1877 ; 
and General Order, 12th February, 1872, art. 1, provide for the security to 
be given by officers. The employment of assistant officers is regulated by 
General Order, 19th August, 1867. The tenure of office and ffismissalnf 
officers is the subject of the General Consolidated Order of the Poor 
Law Commiasioners, 24th July, 1847, arts. 188, 190, 192 — 198, and the 
General Order, 12th February, 1879 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., 
Poor, En^and, p. 161), art. 1. The clerk, treasurer, chaplain, and 
medical officer can only be removed by the Local Government Board, 
though the guardians may suspend such an officer. Other officers may be 
dismused by the guardians with the consent of the Local Government 
Board. Porters, nurses, and domestic servants may be dismissed by the 

g iardians, who must report the reason therefor to the Local Government 
oard. Under the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 Sc 5 Will. 4, 
c. 76), s. 48, the Local Government Board may remove an officer without 
notice, and at its sole discretion, and mandamus does not lie to reinstate 
him (B. V. Poor Law Commiasioners (1860), 14 J. P. 36). As to the 
power of guardians to appoint the superintendent registrar, see 22. v. Acason 
(1862), 2 B. & S. 795 ; and title Registration of Births, Marriages^ 
and Peaths. 
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whenever requisite, or wlieiiever a vacancy occurs, appoint (r/) fit 
persons to hold the offices, and perform the assigned duties, of clerk 
to the guardians (h), treasurer of the union (i), chaplain (A*), 
medical officer for the workhouse (Z), district medical officer (w), 
master of the workhouse (n), matron of the workhouse (o), school- 

(0) If the salary or remuneration exceeds £60. an appointnicnt must be 
under seal {Byte v. 8t, Pancras Guardians (1872), 36 J. P. 375 ; Austin v. 
Bethnal Green Guardians (1874), L. R. 9 C. P. 91 ; and see Smart v. West 
Ham Union Guardians (1865), 10 Exch. 867). 

(h) The duties of the clerk are prescribed by the General Consolidated 
Order of the Poor Law Commissioneis, 24tli July, 1847, arts. 202, 219, 220 ; 
General Order, 14th January, 1878 ; and the books he must keep by 
General Accounts and Audit Order, 14th January, 1867, arts. 16, 16. 
For the duties of the clerk to a visiting eonuniltee ot an asylum under the 
Lunacy Act, 1890 (63 &; 64 Viet. c. 6), and the rules made thereunder, see 
title Lunatics and Peksons of Unsound Mind. Vol. XIX.. p. 484. An 
information in the nature of a quo warranto will lie in ri'speet of the 
office ; see title Crown Practice, Vol. X., p. 129, note (/). 

(1) For the duties, liabilities, and remuneration of the treasurer, see 
General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 24th July, 
1847, arts, 174, 184 — 186, 203, 204 ; General Accounts and Audit 
Order, 14th January, 1867, art 18. A treasurer u ho is a bank manager is 
entitled to the protection alYorded to bankers by the Bills of Exchange 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 01), s. 60 (Halifax Vnion v. Wheclwri^t 
(1875), L. R. 10 Exch. 183). A treasurer is not liable for a loss incurred 
through the necessary employment of an agent and without any negligence 
on his part {Colchester Vnion Guardians v. May (1894), 08 L. T. 504). 

(k) As to the appointment of chaplain, see v. Biainlrce Union 
Guardians (1841), 1 Q. B. 130; and as to ieuio\al, Bx parte Molineux 
(1863), 7 L. T. 599. The duties of the chaplain are prosenbed by the 
General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commivssioners, 24th ifuly, 
1847, art. 211. A Roman Catholic priest or Xonconformist minister 
may also bo appointed; see General Order, 19th August, 1807, and E. v. 
llaslehurst (1884) 13 Q. B. P. 253. As to the powder of the bishop to 
license a clergyman to officiate in the chapel of a public or (diaritablo 
institution, see the Private Chapels Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet, c 00), and title 
Eoclesiasiical Law, Vol. XL, p. 051. 

(/) As to the appointment of medical officers, sei* Geiuual Consolidated 
Order of the Poor Law Commissioner'^, 24th July, 1847, ails. 153, 157 ; 
qualifications, lin’d., art. 169; General Order, 10th December, 1859 (Stat. 
R. & O, Rev., Vol. X., Poor, England, p. 143) ; tenure of office, General 
Order, 25th May, 1857 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X.,Poor, England, p. 157); 
General Order ^Metropolis), 14th July, 1880; and as to the right of the 
Local Government Board to dismis.s, sec Bonahoo v. Local Goiw^ment 
Board (1882), 40 L. T, 300; remuneration. General Consolidated Order ol 
the Poor Law Commissioners, 24th July. 1847, arts. 75, 70, 177, 179 — 183 ; 
Regulations, lOth June, 1875; General Order, 12th February, 1879, ait. 4 
(Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., Poor, England, p. 161 ; duties. General Con- 
solidated Order, 24th July, 1847, arts. 199, 200. 205, 207 ; General Order 
of tlie Poor Law Commis.si oners, 4th April, 1868; General Order, 12th 
February, 1879, art. 3 ; General Boarding Out Order, 28th May, 1889, 
arts. 4, 9. As to physicians and surgeon.s generally, see title Medicine 
AND Pharmacy, Vol. XX., pp. 305 ^ , 

(m) As to the division of unions into metlical districts, see General 

Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commisdonors, 24th July, 1847, 
arts. 158— 101. . , 

(n) The duties of the master are set out in the (leiieral Consolidated 
Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 24th July, 1847, arts. 208, 209; 
General Accounts and Audit Order, 14th January, 1867, arts. 19—21; 


(o) For note (o) see next page. 
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master, schoolmistress ( j?), porter (q), nurse (r), relieving officer («), 
superintendent of outdoor labour (/), and also such assistants as 
the guardians, with the consent of the Board, may deem necessary 
for the efficient performance of the duties of any of the said offices. 
The Board have also directed the guardians of certain unions and 
parishes to appoint fit and proper persons to collect the moneys due 
and payable to such guardians, who are called collectors of the 
guardians (a), 

1136. The Local Government Board may by order remove any 
paid officer for disobedience or neglect, and require another to be 
appointed in his place. No person so removed can afterwards be 
appointed to any paid office without the consent of the Board (^>). 

1137. Guardians may appoint and pay any officer or other com- 
petent person to visit and report upon the condition, treatment, 


General Order, 16th February, 1869. A master cannot, while holding 
office as such, hold any other parochial or township office (Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1850 (IZ & 14 Viet. c. 101), s. 6). If a master and 
matron be husband and wife, and one of them is dismissed, or vacates 
office, or dies, the other ceases to hold his or her office at the end of 
the current quarter (General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, 24th July, 1847, art. 189). 

(0) See ibid.f art. 210, and General Accounts and Audit Order, 14tli 
January, 1867, for the duties of the matron. 

(p) The duties of the schoolmaster and schoolmistress are prescribed by 
the General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 24tli July, 
1847, art. 212. 

(q) See ibid., art. 214, for the duties. 

(r) See ibid., art. 213, for the duties. A porter and nurse may be 
dismissed by the guardians without the consent of the Local Government 
Board, but the dismissal and the grounds thereof must be reported to the 
Board {ibid., art. 188). Guardians may appoint district nurses for the 
sick poor out of the workhouse ; see General Order, 17th January, 1892. 

(«) Except with the consent of the Local Government Board, a relieving 
officer cannot hold any other parocliial office (Poor Law Amendment Act, 
1860 (13 & 14 Viet. c. 101), s. 6). His appointment, tenure of office, and 
duties are regulated by the General Consolidated Order, 24th July, 1847, 
arts. 153, 102, 216, 210 ; General Accounts and Audit. Order, 14th January, 
1867, arts. 23, 24; General Order, 12th February, 1879, art. 2 ; and see 
(Mrcular Letters of the Local Government Board, dated 18th March, 
1010, and 25th March, 1012. lloalso Inas duties with regard to lunatics; 
see title Lunatics AND Persons of Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX.,p.*605; 
burial, see Infectious Disease Prevention Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 34), 
s. 10 ; Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 76), ss. 72, 89, 
and title Buhtal and Cremation, Vol. III., p. 551 ; and as to the 
registration of electors, see title Elections, Vol. XII., p. 198. In 
oonneetion with the obligation upon a relieving officer to give relief in 
urgent ca.ses, reference may bo made to Clark v. Joslin (1873), 27 L. T. 
762. 

(1) See General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
24th July, 1847, art. 217. 

{a) See General Orders of 7th October, 1865; 27th November, 1866 
(Stat. R, 0. Rev., Vol. X., Poor, England, pp. 145, 150); 4th January, 
1871; 9th April, 1875 ; and General Accounts and Audit Order, 
14th January, 1867, art. 17. As to the collection of the poor rate, see title 
Rates and Rating. 

(b) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 48. 
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ftnd conduct of any poor child under the age of sixteen, who has 
gone into service from the workhouse (c). 

1138* Any master of a workhouse or other officer of any parish 
or union who wilfully disobeys^ the legal and reasonable orders of 
justices and guardians in carrying the orders of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, or the provisions of the Poor Law Acts, into execution, 
is liable on summary conviction to a penalty of not more than £5 (d). 

1139. If any overseer, assistant overseer, master of a workhouse, 
or other paid officer, or any other person employed by or under the 
authority of the guardians, purloins, embezzles, or wilfully wastes 
or misapplies any of the moneys, goods, or chattels belonging to any 
parish or union, every such offender shall, in addition to such other 
pains and penalties as he may be liable to, upon conviction before 
any two justices, forfeit and pay for every such offence any sum not 
exceeding £20, and also treble the amount or value of such money, 
goods, or chattels so purloined, embezzled, wasted, or misapplied ; 
and every person so convicted is for ever thereafter incapable of 
serving any office in relation to the relief of the poor (e). 

A person serving under a board of guardians is an agent within 
the meaning of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1906 (J), 

U40. An assault upon an officer acting in the due execution of 
his duty, or upon a person aiding such officer, is punishable with 
imprisonment for not more than two years, with or without hard 
labour. The court may also order the offender to pay the costs of 
the prosecution (g). 

Guardians may pay to or reimburse an officer the expenses of 
repairing property belonging to him which has been damaged or 
destroyed by an applicant for poor relief, and also certain costs 
incurred by him in connection with the prosecution of the 
offender (h). 


(c) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet, 
o. 61), s. 33. A like power is given to the managers of a district school 
{ibid, ; and see p. 666, post). 

(d) See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 98. 
Poor law officers must not interfere as such in any matter connected with 
a bastardy order (see Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 
101), 8. 7). If any officer of a union, parish, or place endeavours to induce 
any person to contract a marriage by any threat or promise respecting 
any affiliation proceedings, he is guilty of a misdemeanour ; penalty, 40s. 
on conviction before any two justices {ibid., s. 8). 

{e) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 97. An 
information for misapplication must allege that it was wilful {Carpenter v. 
Mason (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 629). 

(/) 6 Edw. 7, c. 34, s. 1 (3) ; see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., p. 710. For the restriction against officers making an illicit profit 
out of them office, see p. 636, amte, and General Consolidated Order of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, 24th July, 1847, art. 218. 

(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1860 (13 & 14 Viet. c. 101), s. 9 ; Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Viet. o. 106), s. 18 ; Offences against 
the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 38 ; and see title Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 605. 

(h) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Vict. c. 106), s. 5. 

H.L. — ^xxn. * 
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1141. Guardians are not liable for the negl^t or default of their 
officers and servants in carrying out ministerial acts (t), but if they 
choose to adopt and ratify the independent tort of an officer or 
servant, not committed ministerially, but intended to be done for 
the benefit of the guardians, they are liable (k). 

(iL) Superannuation. 

1142. Every officer and servant (1) in the service or employment 
of guardians (m) must contribute annually for the purposes of 
superannuation, in the case of those having less than five years’ 
service on the 14th August, 1896 (n), or appointed after that date, 
2 per cent, of the salary or wages and emoluments (o) for each 
year ; in the case of those with more than five and less than fifteen 
years’ service at that date, per cent. ; and in the case of those 
with more than fifteen years* service at that date, 8 per cent. 
All contributions are deducted from the remuneration and carried 
to the common fund of the union (p). 

Officers and servants appointed before the 29th September, 
18ti6 (q), and female nurses, a^-sistant nurses, and attendants on the 
sick or insane, have an option, which must be exercised in the 
prescribed manner, to remain outside the provisions as to 
superannuation (r). 


(i) Tozeland v. West Earn Union, [1907] 1 K. B. 020, C. A. ; see also 
cases cited in note(n), p. 561, post 

{k) Bams v. 8t Mary, Islington, Guardians (1911), 76 J. P, 11, per 
Bucknill, j. 

(l) For the meaning of these expressions, see Poor Law Officers’ Super* 
annuation Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 50), s. 19. A public vaccinator (see 
title Public IIealih and Local Admin i<i ration) is not an officer in the 
employment of guardians within the meaning of this Act [Lawson v. 
Marlborough Union Guaidvms, [1912] 2 Ch. 154). 

(m) Including incorporated trustees or oveiseers of a parish, managers 
of distiict sclioms and sick asylums, Managers ol the Metropolitan Asylums 
I)istrict, and any autlioiity charged with the administration of the relief of 
the poor (Po<ir Law Officers’ Superannuation Act, 1896 (59 &; 60 Vict. 
c. 50), 88. 14, 19). 

(w) I’he date of the passing of the Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation 
Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Vict. o. 50). 

(o) Emoluments ” includes all fees, poundage, and other payments 
made to any officer or servant as such for his own use ; also the money 
Vi.lue of any apartments, rations, or other allowances in kind appertaining 
to his office or employment [ibid., s. 19). 

(p) Secib/d., BS. 12, 13. It has been held in Beaumont v. Bowers, [1900] 
2 Q. B. 204, that the superannuation contributions maybe deducted Irom 
the salary for the purpose of assessment to income tax under Sched. £, but 
this decision was severely criticised by the Court of Appeal in Uudnonv. 
Gribble, B*‘U v. Grilble, [1903] 1 K. B. 517, C. A., and it mny be doubted 
w liether it is good law. As to paid rate collectors or assistant overseers, 
see Poor Law Officers' Supirannualion Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Vict. c. 50), 
s. 16 ; and as to superintendent registrars, see ibid., s. 17. 

ig) The date oi commencement of the Poor Law Officers’ Superannua- 
tioii Act. 1896 59 L 60 Vict. c. 50). 

(r) /bid., B. 15 ; Poor Law Officers* Superannuation Act Amendment 
Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Vict. c. 28), s. 1. If this option has been exercised by 
such an officer or servant, he will remain subject to the provisions of the 
repealed Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Vict. o. 42), 
and the Acts amending the same (Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation Aot| 
1896 (59 60 Vict. c. 50), s. 15). 
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*1143. Every contributing officer and servant who becomes in- 
capable of discharging the duties of his office with efficiency, by 
reason of permanent infirmity of mind or body, or of old age, or 
who has attained the age of sixty years and completed an aggre- 
gate service of forty years, or who has attained the full age of 
sixty-five years, is entitled, on resigning or otherwise ceasing 
to hold his office or employment, to receive during life out of the 
common fund of the union a superannuation allowance on the 
prescribed scale. An officer or servant is not entitled to an allow- 
ance on the ground of old age unless he has completed the full age 
of sixty years. Guardians may require an officer or servant who 
has attained the age of sixty-five to retire upon superannuation («). 

If a person in receipt of superannuation allowance is subsequently 
appointed to an office or employment by guardians or similar 
authorities, the allowance is suspended or reduced to the extent to 
which the salary or wages and emoluments of that office or employ- 
ment are equal to or in excess of the allowance (t). 

1144. The claim to superannuation will be forfeited if the person 
ceases to hold office in consequence of any offence of a fraudulent 
character or of grave misconduct; though in such a case the 
amount of his contributions may be returned to him (a). 

1145. An officer or servant who has served for ten years but less 
than eleven years is entitled to an annual allowance equal to 
ten-sixtieths of the average amount of his salary or wages and 
emoluments during the five years ending on the quarter day before 
he ceases to hold his office or employment, with an addition of one- 
sixtieth of such average amount for every additional completed year 
of service until a maximum allowance of forty-sixtieths is reached (fr). 

All service is reckoned, whether continuous or not, and whether 
whole time or not(c). In consideration of peculiar professional 
qualifications, or of special circumstances, and with the consent of 
the Local Government Board, the guardians in computing the 
allowance may add a number of years, not exceeding ten, to the 
actual service of the officer or servant (d). 

A superannuation allowance is not assignable, and cannot be 
charged with the debts or liabilities of the recipient (e), 

1146. An officer or servant who has not become entitled to a 
superannuation allow’ance, and who loses his office or employment 
by reason of a reduction of staff, alteration of areas or boundaries, 
or otherwise ceases to hold office or employment by reason of bodily 
injury not occasioned by his own default, or of any other cause 
whatever other than his own misconduct or voluntary resignation, 


(a) Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viot. o. 60), 

B. 2. 

(0 Ibid., s. 6. 

(а) Ibid., B. 7. 

(б) Ibid., 8. 3. 

(o) Ibid., B. 4. 

(d) Ibid., B. 6. As to the notice of meeting to be given in this case, see 
ibid., B. 9, and p. 534, ante. 

(e) Poor Law OfflceiB’ Superannuation Act, 1896 (59 A 60 Vict. c. 50), 

6 , 10 , 
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is- entitled to be repaid his contributions to the superannuation 
fund ; but if after claiming repayment be obtains a fresh o£5ce or 
employment be cannot reckon his former service for superannuation 
unless be pays the amount so received to the common fund of the 
authority so emplox ing him. In any such case of loss of office or 
employment the guardians may also, with the consent of the Local 
Government Board, grant to the officer or servant a gratuity not 
exceeding two years’ salary or wages and emoluments (/). 

1147. The guardians must make an annual return to the Local 
Government Board of all superannuation allowances and gratuities 
paid by them (p). 

1148. If an oflScer suffers loss by the dissolution of a union (h) or 
by the addition of a parish to or its separation from a union (i), and 
if any person is deprived of any office or employment, or if his profits 
in respect thereof are diminished under or by reason of any provision 
of the Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (ft), the 
Local Government Board may by its order award compensation 
to him, of such amount, and payable in such manner, as it deems 
equitable (1). 

1149. Every superannuation allowance properly granted by a 
board of guardians, and every compensation ordered to be paid to 
any officer by or on account of any parish, whether part of a dis- 
solved union or not, must, if such parish is added to or formed with 
another into a union, be paid by the guardians of such union to 
the person entitled thereto, and be charged by them to the account 
of such parish (m). 

Sub-Seot. 5 . — Poor Law Conferences, 

1150. When empowered by the Local Government Board, the 
guardians of a union may pay the reasonable expenses of any 
guardian or guardians, or the clerk, in attending a conference of 
guardians on any matter connected with their duties, and may 
purchase reports of such conference, and may charge the amount 
to their common fund or to the fund under their control (n). 

1161. Subject to regulations made by the Local Government 


(/) Poor Law Officers* Superannuation Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. o. 60), 
•. 8 ; as to joint appointments, see ibid, 

(g) Ibid,, s. 11. 

(h) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viot. o. 106), s. 20. 

(0 Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viot. c. 122), s. 16. 

(ft) 39 & 40 Viet. 0. 61. 

(l) Ibid., s. 7. See E. v. Poor Law Board (1871), L. R. 6 Q. B. 786 ; E, v. 
Local Government Board (1874), L. R. 9 Q. B. 148, as to matters to be taken 
into consideration in assessing the compensation. For compensation for 
loss of office generally, see title Public Authobitibs abb Public 
Officers. 

(m) Dissolved Boards of Management and Guardians Act, 1870 (33 &, 34 
Viet c. 2), s. 9. 

(a) Poor Law C!onferencea Act, 1883 (46 47 Viet. c. 11), s. 2 ; see 

Poor Law Conferences Order, 26th February, 1903 (Stat. R. 9^ 0, Rev., 
Vd. X., Poor, England, p. 183). 
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Board (o), a board of guardians may subscribe not more than 
£B per annum to the Poor Law Unions Association, and may pay 
the expenses of two representatives at the meetings thereof (p). 

1152> The powers of guardians to send deputations to confer with 
the Local Government Board or with other bodies or authorities are 
regulated by a General Order (q). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — The Common Fund, 

1153. The parishes comprised in a union must contribute and 
are assessed to a common fund, out of which are taken the moneys 
required for purchasing, building, hiring, or providing, altering, 
or enlarging any workhouse or other place for the reception and 
relief of the poor of such parishes, for the purchase or renting of 
land or tenements for such union, for the upholding and maintaining 
of such workhouses and places, for the payment or allowance of 
officers, for providing utensils and materials for setting the poor 
to work therein, for any other expense incurred for the common 
use or benefit or on the common account of such parishes, all the 
cost of the relief of the poor, the expenses of the burial of the dead 
body of any poor person, all charges incurred by the guardians in 
respect of vaccination and registration fees and expenses (r), and 
for all other purposes the cost of which is by statute specifically 
charged upon the common fund. 

1154. The several parishes contribute in proportion to their 
annual rateable value («), which is ascertained from the last approved 
valuation lists for the parishes (a), the proportions payable by 
divided or added parishes being determined by the Local Govern- 
ment Board {b). The guardians make half-yearly orders on the 
overseers to pay over the amount to be contributed by each 
parish (c), and the overseers must thereupon collect a sufficient 
poor rate, and pay the amount ordered to the guardians (d), 

A contribiition order may be enforced by proceedings before 
justices at a special sessions summoned for the purpose and an 


(o) See General Order, 17th February, 1899 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., 
Vol. X., Poor, Enffland, p. 131). 

(p) Poor Law Unions Association (Expenses) Act, 1898 (61 62 Viet. 

0. 19), B. 1. 

(g) General Order, 27th June, 1870 (Stat. R. & 0. Rov., Vol. X., Poor, 
England, p. 376). 

(r) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, o. 76), s. 28 ; Union 
ChargeabUity Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), s. 1. 

(a) Poor Removal Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. o. 65), s. 9. 

(а) Union Assessment Committee Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. e. 103), s. 30. 

(б) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 &; M Viet. c. 106), s. 16. 

(c) As to service of Uie contribution order, see Poor Law Amendment Act, 
1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 103), s. 7. 

(d) See, generally. General Order, 22nd April, 1842 (Stat. R. 6s 0. Rev., 
VoL X„ Poor, England, p. 180); Consolidate Orders Amendment Order, 
26th Februaiy, 1866 ; see Maemorran and Lushing ton. Poor Law General 
Orders, VoL I., p. 380). 

(e) Poor Rate Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 84), s. 1, which provides that in 
every case in which any contribution by overseers or other officers of any 
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SaoT. 5. overseer wilfully neglecting to comply with the order, whereby any 
Boards of relief directed by the guardians to be given to any poor person is 
Guardians, delayed or withheld during a period of seven days, may on summary 
— conviction be fined not exceeding £20 (/). 

Metropolitan 1155. Among the purposes for which the metropolitan common 
common jg raised is the maintenance of patients in fever and 

' small-pox hospitals ; the Metropolitan Asylum Managers are entitled 
to be repaid the expenses incurred in respect of such patients by the 
board of guardians of the union from wUch the patient is received, 
and the guardians are reimbursed out of the fund (Ji). 

The cost of the maintenance and instruction of orphan and 
deserted children placed out by guardians with the consent of the 
Local Government Board, is charged to the metropolitan common 
poor fund (i). 

In the Metropolis the maintenance of indoor paupers is a charge 
upon the metropolitan common poor fund, and the expenses incurred 
in respect thereof must be repaid, at the rate of 5d. per day 
for each pauper, by the receiver to the guardians of the particular 
union, subject to certain conditions (/c). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — AccounU and Audit 

AccountB. 1156. The accounts of guardians and their officers must be kept 
ill the manner prescribed by the Local Government Board (Z). 

parish of moneys required by the board of gu^dians, or persons acting as 
guardians for such parish, or for any union which shall include such parish, 
for the performance of their duties, is in arrear, any two justices acting 
within the district wherein such parish is situated, on application under the 
hand of the chairman or acting chairman of such board, may summon the 
said overseer or other officer to show cause, at a special sessions to be sum- 
moned for tne purpose, why such contribution has not been paid, and after 
hearing tho complaint preferred under the authority of such chairman or 
acting chairman, and on behalf of such board, if the justices at such sessions 
shall think fit, by warrant under their hands and seals, may cause the 
amount of the contribution so in arrear, together with the costs occasioned 
by such arrear, to be levied and recovered from the said overseers or other 
officers, or any of them, in like manner as moneys assessed for the relief of 
the poor may be levied and recovered, and the amount of such arrear, 
together with the costs as aforesaid, when levied and recovered, shall be 
ptud to the said board : no distress made under any such warrant of justices 
u replevisible ; see title Distress, Vol. XL, pp. 199, 210. As to the dis- 
cretion of justices, see Tynemouth Union Ouaraiana v. Baekworih Overaeera 
(1888), 67 L. J. (M, c.) 63 ; as to enforciM orders in respect of dissolved 
unions or added parishes, see Dissolved Boards of Management and 
Guardians Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. o. 2), s. 1 ; and as to orders made for 
the purpose of paying past debtb, see Poor Law (Payment of Debts) Act, 
1859 (22 & 23 Viot. o. 49). For retrospective rates, see title Rates and 
Batin o. 

(/) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 dc 8 Viot. c. 101), s. 63. The 
receiver of the metropolitan common poor fund (see title Metropolis, 
Vol. XX., p. 416) has similar powers to recover contributionB ; see Metro- 
politan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 6), s. 68. 

(g) See title Metropolis, Vol. XX., p. 416. 

{%) PubUc Health (London) Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet. o. 76), ss. 80, 81. 

(t) Metropolitan Poor Amendment AoV1869 (32 6s 33 Viet. o. 63), s. 21. 

[k) See Metropolitan Poor Amendment Aot» 1870 (33 6c 34 Viet, 
e. 18), s. 1. 

(l) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 6^ 6 WiU. 4 , c. 76), s. 16 ; see 
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^c^unts must be closed and made up half-yearly, on the 26th March 
and me 29th September, and from them the clerk must prepare in 
duplicate a statistical table showing the number of paupers of all 
classes actually relieved in the course of the half-year, and a 
Mancial statement showing the amount of the receipts and expen- 
diture of the union during the half-year. The statements are 
submitted to the auditor at the audit, and, if he signs them as 
^rrect, one copy of each must forthwith be sent by the clerk to the 
Local Government Board (m), 

1157. The accounts are audited by district auditors appointed by 
the Local Government Board, and subject to the same conditions 
as apply to the audit of the accounts of local authorities other than 
municipal boroughs (n). 

Expenses which have been sanctioned by the Local Government 
Board must not bo disallowed by the auditor (o). 

Within one month of each audit, guardians in the Metropolis 
must send a copy of their financial statement for the half-year to 
the borough council (p). 

1158. Besides the usual half-yearly audit, the Local Government 
Board paay require the auditor to hold an extraordinary audit at 
other times, either of the whole or any portion of the accounts of 
the union or any parish therein, or of any guardians or overseers, 
or of any officer, whether still continuing or upon his resignation 
or removal from office. ^ Such an audit may be held after three 
days* notice thereof, and is conducted in the same way and governed 
by the same rules as apply to an ordinary audit (q). 

1159. The payment of any sum certified by a district auditor to 
be due in accordance with the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (?•), 
and the Acts amending the same, or with any other Act, may, 
together with the costs of the proceedings for the recovery thereof, 
be enforced in like manner as if it were a sum due in respect of 
poor rate(«). 

General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 24th July, 
1847 ; General Order, 7th April, 1857 (Slat. R. & 0. Rov., Vol. X , Poor, 
England, p. 129); General Accounts and Audit Order, 14th January, 
1867 ; G^eneral Order (Financial Statement), 25th April, 1879 ; General 
Order, 28th November, 1903 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., Poor, England, 
p. 171); Poor Law Unions (Dates for Closing Accounts etc.) Order, 1910 
(Stat. R. & 0., 1910, p. 595); Poor Law Joint Committees and Boar<ls of 
Management (Dates fur Closing Accounts etc.) Order, 1911 ; and the orders 
mentioned in the notes to the portions of this work dealing with the 
duties of officers. 

(m) District Auditors Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 0), s. 3. 

(n) See title Local Government, Vol. XVIII., pp. 283 et seq. For the 
purposes of the audit of accounts the Local Government Board may by 
order combine parishes and unions into districts (District Auditors Act, 
1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 0), s. 4). As to the powers and duties of the 
auditors, see Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 32. 

(o) Local Authorities (Expenses) Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 72), s. 3. 

(p) Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 18), s. 3. 

(q) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 113), s. 6 ; Gieneral 
Accounts and Audit Order, 14th January, 1867, art. 38. 

(r) 7 & 8 Viet. 0 . 101. 

(a) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1884 (47 Si 48 Viot. o. 43), s. 11. As to 
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Sbot. 6. — The Metropolitan Aeylums ^oard. • 

U60. The unions and parishes in the administrative county of 
London (t) are comprised within the Metropolitan Asylums District, 
which was formed for the better provision and management of 
accommodation for the relief and medical treatment of the sick or 
infirm poor in the metropolitan area, and is managed, under the 
control of the Local Government Board, by a Board of Managers, 
who are either elected by the guardians of the contributory places or 
nominated by the Local Government Board (w). 

1161. The Metropolitan Asylums Board is a corporation, with a 
common seal, and has power to take and hold land for the pur- 
poses for which it is constituted, while the Managers may exercise 
the general powers of guardians of the poor with respect to the 
borrowing of money for their various duties and as regards other 
matters as if the asylums were workhouses (t?), and are subject to 
the like general control of the Local Government Board. The 
functions of the Managers, which lie rather with the treatment of 
disease and the prevention of infection than with ordinary poor law 
relief, are referred to in the various sections of this article and in 
other appropriate titles (tv). 

1162. By a recent order of the Local Government Board (a;), 
which came into operation on the 1st April, 1912, a district co- 
terminous with the Asylums District has been formed for the relief 
of the casual poor of the Metropolis, and placed under the Managers 
of the Asylums District. The casual wards are in future to be for the 
common use of the District (a). 


poor rate, see title Rates and Bating; and for the recovery of poor rate 
by distress, see title Distress, Vol. XI., pp. 210 et scq, 

(t) See title Metropolis, Vol. XX., p. 393. 

(u) See Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet, c. 6) ; Metropolitan 
Asylums District Order, 15th May, 1867 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 
(31 &; 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 9 ; Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 
1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 108), s. 10 ; Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 40 ; see title Metropolis, pp. 411, 
412, for the constitution etc. of the Metropolitan Asylums Board. 

(v) See Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 6), ss. 21 — 25 ; 
Poor Law Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 54), s. 104; Poor Law Act, 1897 
(60 & 61 Viet. c. 29), s, 2, 

{w) For example, the Managers may, subject to the control of the Local 
Government Board, admit into their asylums non-pauper sick persons, 
may allow the asylums to be used for purposes of medical instruction and 
for training muses, and may allow their ambulances to be used for the 
conveyance of persons suffering from dangerous infectious disorders, and 
charge for such use ; see Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 
1876 (39 & 40 Viet. o. 61), s. 42 ; Poor Law Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 56), 
SB. 3, 4, 6 ; Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 76) ; and 
title Public Health and Local Administration. 

{x) Made in pursuance of powers conferred by the Metropolitan Poor 
Act, 1867 (30 31 Viet. c. 6), s. 6, and the Pauper Inmates Discharge and 

Relation Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 108), s. 10. 

(a) See Metropolitan Casual Paupers Order, 1911 ; and p. 568, post 
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Part III. — Unions. 

1163 • For i)oor law and various other administrative purposes 
the country is divided into unions, each of which may comprise one 
or more parishes, though, as the name indicates, usually a union 
extends over the areas of two or more parishes. To each union is 
attached a board of guardians, which has an almost exclusive 
authority as to the ordering, giving, and directing the relief to the 
poor in the parish or parishes under its control (fr). 

The Local Government Board may by order declare parishes to 
be united for the administration of the laws for the relief of the 
poor, whereupon such parishes will be deemed a union and the 
workhouse or workhouses of such parishes will be for their common 
use (c). But when the relief of the poor is administered in a parish 
by guardians appointed under a local Act, and such parish has a 
population exceeding twenty thousand, it cannot be united with 
any other parish unless at least two-thirds of such guardians 
consent in writing (d). 

The Local Government Board may by order change the name of 
a union (c). 

1164. Where on any representation it appears to the Local 
Government Board that the combination of two or more unions 
(not in the Metropolis) for any purpose connected with poor relief 
would be advantageous, the Board may, with the consent of the 
guardians of the unions to be combined, make an order for com- 
bining such unions for the purposes named therein, and for 
constituting, for the execution of such purposes, a joint committee 
of the guardians of each of the combined unions. Save as otherwise 
provided in the order, the guardians will cease to act in any matter 
vested in the joint committee. All property acquired by the joint 
committee will be vested in the boards of guardians of the combined 
unions as tenants in common. Such an order may be altered or 
revoked (/). 

1165. A union may be dissolved, or any parish or parishes may be 
separated from or added to a union, by order of the Local 
Government Board (g), and without the concurrence of the 


{h) See pp. 529, 630, ante, for cases in which justices and overseers may 
give relief. 

(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 20. 

(a) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 64. This 
provision does not apply in the metropolis (Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867 
(30 Sl 31 Viet. 0 . 6), s. 78), nor to a parish forming part of a union {Local 
Government Board v. South Stoneham Union, [1909] A. C. 67). 

{e) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 6c 40 Viet, 
e. 61), s. 13. 

(/) Poor Law Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viot. o. 64), s. 8. 

Ig) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 32 ; and see 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 4. This power 
does not extend to parishes united for the purposes of settlement or 
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guardians being necessary (h). A separate bosurd of guardians naay 
be ordered to be elected for a single parish separated from a union, 
notwithstanding the provisions of any local Act(b^. 

If the Local Government Board considers it expedient for 
rectifying or simplifying the areas of management, or otherwise for 
the better administration of the relief of the poor, that anj union 
should 1^ dissolved, the Board may, after inquiry held in some 
one of the unions to be affected, after public notice, so that all 
persons interested may attend and be heard, issue its order for 
the dissolution of any such union, and such dissolution will have the 
same effect and be attended with the same consequences as in the 
case of a union dissolved under the provisions of the Act of 
1834 (i). 

The Local Government Board, where it appears expedient so to 
do with reference to any poor law union wMch is situate in more 
than one county, instead of dissolving the union, may by order 
provide that the same shall continue to be one union for the 
purposes of indoor paupers or any of those purposes, and shall be 
divided into two or more poor law unions for the purpose of outdoor 
relief, and may by the order make such provisions as seem 
expedient for determining all other matters in relation to which 
such union is to be one uniion or two or more unions (k). 

1166 . On the dissolution or absorption of a union, school district, 
or asylum district, the board of guardians or board of management 
ceases to exist, and its property and liabilities vest in its successors 
without any deed or order being necessary (1). 

All deeds, bonds, covenants, indentures, orders of justices, or 
other matters affecting any poor persons, apprentices, or officers 
entered into by or made upon or in favour of any board of 
guardians of a parish which is added to a union will vest in 
and enure to the benefit of or will be a charge upon the guardians 
of the onion to which such parish has been added, without any 
assignment, transfer, or other act ; and all securities, deeds, orders, 
books of account, and other documents relating thereto, must, when 
required by the said guardians, be delivered to them by the persons 
having the custody thereof ; and all such deeds (other than the 
title deeds to property), bonds, indentures, orders of justices, or 
other documents and matters as aforesaid belonging to any 
dissolved district or union, must be preserved in such custody 


rating (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, o. 76), s. 32). As 
to the apportionment of property on the separation of a puidi from a 
union, see B. v. Xoool Oovemment Board, [19011 1 K. B. 210, C. A. 

(h) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 A 8 Viet. o. 101), s. 66. 

(t) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Aot, 1876 (39 A 40 Viot. 
e. 61). B. 11. 

(h) Local Gtovemment Act, 1888 (51 A 62 Viet. o. 41), s. 58. As to the 
somewhat similar powers of county councils, see Local Government Aot, 
1894 (66 A 67 Viot. o. 73), s. 86 (6), and tiHe LooAZ. Govbbmkbnt, 
VoL SIX., pp. 238, 377, 878. 

(1) Poor Law Authorities (Transfer of Property) Act, 1904 (4 £dw. 7, 
e. 20), SB. 1, 2. As to transfers of stoclc, see ibxd. 
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and be open to inspection in such manner as the Local Govern- 
ment Board by its order from time to time directs {m). 

1167. Upon the dissolution of any district or union, or the addition 
of any parish in which the relief to the poor has been or is 
administered by a board of guardians, to a union or to another 
parish, the real and personal estate vested in the managers or 
guardians of such district, union, or parish respectively must be 
transferred to and vested in the persons who were acting as 
managers or guardians respectively at the time of such dissolution 
or addition, to be held by them as joint tenants, according to the 
nature of such property, in trust for the parishes comprised in such 
district or union, or for the parish, as the case may be, until the 
same shall be sold, let, or otherwise disposed of under lawful 
authority (n). 

1168. On the dissolution of a union or an addition thereto, the exist- 
ing guardians will continue in office for the purpose of winding up 
the affairs of the union, for a period not exceeding twelve months, 
unless the period be specially extended by the Local Government 
Board (o), and may retain the services of tho officers (p). Neces- 
sary adjustments of rights and liabilitjes may be made by the 
Local Government Board {q). 


Part IV. — Workhouses. 


Sect. 1. — Establishment. 

1169. With the consent in writing of the majority of the guardians 
of any union (?•), or with the consent of the ratepayers and owners 

(m) Dissolved Boards of Management and Guardians Act, 1870 (33 & 34 
Viet. 0 . 2), s. 8. 

(n) Ibid., s. 12. This provision does not apply to a parish provided for 
by the Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. o. 63), s. 5, 
or by a local Act. 

(o) Dissolved Boards of Management and Guardians Act, 1870 (33 & 34 
Viet. c. 2), ss. 1, 5. 

(p) Ibid., s. 2. For compensation to officers, see Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 106), s. 20 ; B. v. Poor Law Board (1871), L. R. 6 
Q. B. 785 ; B. v. Local Government Board (1874), L. R. 9 Q. B. 148 ; p. 547, 
ante; and title Public Authorities and Public Officers. 

iq) Dissolved Boards of Management and Guardians Act, 1870 (33 & 34 
Viet. c. 2), 8. 4 ; Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1882 
(46 & 46 Viet. c. 68), s. 11. For the repayment of loans made to the 
dissolved union, see Dissolved Boards oi Management and Guardians 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 2), s. 7 ; and as to the valuation of properly, 
see ibid.f s. 11. For the dissolution or amalgamation of asylum districts 
and unions in the metropolis, see the Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 
1869 (32 &, 33 Viet. c. 63), ss. 1 — 9. Compensation payable to an officer by 
reason of the dissolution etc. is repaid to the paying guardians out of the 
metropolitan common poor funa {ibid., s. 18). For the power of the 
Local Government Board to vary orders of di^lution or {iteration, see 
Poor Law Authorities (Transfer of Property) Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 20), s. 3. 

(r) See Be 8t. Mary Abbots, Kensington, B. v. Poor Law Commissioners 
(1846), 9. Q. B. 291. 
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of proTOrfy in any parish ($), the Local Government Board maj (t) 
(1) order the guardians of any parish or nnion not having a work- 
house or workhouses to build a workhouse or workhouses, and to 
purchase or hire land for the purpose of building thereon, or to pur- 
chase or hire a workhouse or workhouses, or a building or buildings 
to be used as or converted into a workhouse or workhouses ; (2) order 
the guardians of any parish or union having a workhouse, or build- 
ings capable of being converted, to enlarge or alter the same, or to 
build, hire or purchase additional buildings, and to purchase and hire 
land for such purpose (a) ; (3) order the guardians to provide a work- 
house with proper drainage, sewers, ventilation, fixtures, furniture, 
surgical and medical appliances, and other conveniences (b). 
Guardians may expend not more than £500 on enlargement, 
alteration, improvement, or equipment of the workhouse, by 
obtaining the consent of the Local Government Board, without an 
order being necessary (c). 

U70. The guardians may borrow for the above purposes (d), but 
the sum raised therefor must not exceed one-tenth of the average 
annual amount of the rates raised for the relief of the poor in the 
union or parish for the three years ending at the Easter next pre- 
ceding the raising of such money (e). 


(«) The method of ascertaining consent is prescribed by the Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 70), s. 40, as amended by 
subsequent enactments. As to consents in parishes under a select vestry 
or guardians appointed under a local Act, see Poor Law Amendment Act, 
1849 (12 & 13 Vict. c. 103), s. 18 ; and as to consents to dealing with parish 
property, see Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 62 (1). 
For earlier enactments regulating the establishment of workhouses, see 
Poor Relief Act, 1601 (43 £liz. c. 2), s. 4 ; Poor Relief Act, 1662 (14 Car. 2, 
o. 12), ss. 4 — 14 (now repealed) ; Poor Relief Act, 1722 (9 Geo. 1, o. 7), s. 4 
(now repealed); Poor Relief Act, 1819 (69 Geo. 3, c. 12), s. 12; Poor 
ReUef Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, o. 42), s. 1. 

(t) The court will not interfere with the direction of the Board (Ee 
yewport Union, E. v. Poor Law Commissioners (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 64; 
Cantrell v. Windsor Union (1838), 4 Bing. (n. c.) 348). 

(a) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 23. The 
consent of the guardians or ratepayers and owners is not required to the 
enlargement or alteration of an existing workhouse {ibid,, s. 26). 

(h) Ibid., s. 25 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Vict. c. 113), 
s. 8 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 122), s. 8. The 
consent of the guardians or ratepayers is not required. For regulations 
as to the cleansing and repair of workhouses, see General Consolidated 
Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 24th Jidy, 1847, arts. 150, 161. 

(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Vict. c. 113), s. 8. With 
the consent of the Local Government Board, guardians may hire or take 
on lease, temporarily or for a term not exceeding five years, any land or 
buildings for the purpose of the relief or employment of the poor and the 
use of the guardians or their officers (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 
(30 & 31 Vict. c. 106), s. 13). 

(d) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 6s 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 23. 

(e) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866 (29 A; 30 Vict. c. 113), s. 8. In 
addition to the borrowing authorised by these provisions, the guardians 
of any parish or union any part of which is situated within the Metropolitan 
Police District, or the City of London, or the select vestry of the parish of 
Liverpool, may, with the consent of the Local Government Board, also 
raise or borrow, and charge the future poor rates of such parish or union 
with such further or other sum or sums of money as may be or may have 
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Quardianfl may also borrow for the purpose of fitting up and i- 

•furnishing any workhouse under their control (/). EstabHifii* 

1171. The Managers of the Metropolitan Asylums District may 
be ordered by the Local Government Board to purchase, hire, 
or build, and fit up the necessary buildings, ships (g), or temporary appiiJ^SJ to 
erections for the reception of paupers (h), and may provide land and London, 
buildings required for any purpose of the Metropolitan Poor Act, 

1867 (i)« 

With the consent of the Local Government Board, guardians in 
London may let the workhouse or other premises to the Metro- 
politan Asylums Managers (fc) for the reception and treatment of 
epidemic patients (Z). 


1172. If guardians in London provide a dispensary (m), they need Poor law 
not necessarily appoint a dispensary committee, unless required by dispensaries, 
the Local Government Board to do so (/t), and that Board may also 
require them to provide at the dispensary a proper room in which 
the medical officer may see patients, and such doctor must personally, 
or by his authorised substitute, attend there at fixed times for that 
purpose (o). If the guardians do not provide a dispensary when 
required by the Board to do so, they will not be entitled to receive 
from the metropolitan common poor fund any allowance for 
medicine, or medical or surgical appliances, or the salaries of the 
medical officers (p). 


1173. Corporations, including ecclesiastical corporations (g) and Acquiring 
persons under disability, may sell or exchange lands or buildings to 
be used for workhouse or poor law purposes, and may make convey- 
ance thereof to the guardians (r). The powers formerly vested in the 
churchwardens and overseers with regard to the acquisition of 
parish, or waste, or common, or Crown land for poor law purposes, 
are now exercised by the guardians, subject to the control of the Local 
Government Board, and are extended to workhouse purposes («). 


been necessary for the purchase of any land, or interest in land, required 
as the site of such workhouse, or of any additions to any such workhouse 
(Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101 )> s. 30). 

if) Poor Law Act, 1879 {42 & 43 Viet. o. 54), s. 11. For the general 
borrowing powers of guardians, see p. 637, ante, 

(ff) Including ships for the training of boys for the sea service (Metro- 
politan Poor Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 63), s. 11). 

(h) Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 6), s. 15, as extended 
by the Metropolitan Poor Act, 1871 (34 Viet. c. 15), s. 1. 

(i) 30 & 31 Viet. 0 . 6 ; Poor Law Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 29), s. 2. 

(k) See title Metropolis, Vol. XX., p. 412. 

(l) Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet. c. 76), s. 86. 

(m) See title Public Health and Local Administration. 

(n) Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. o. 63), 
8. 12. 

(o) Ibid., s. 13. 

(p) Ibid,, 8. 14 ; and see p. 650, ante. 

(q) Workhouse Sites Act, 1867 (20 & 21 Viet. o. 13). 

(r) Union and Parish Property Act, 1836 (6 & 6 Will. 4, c. 69), s. 1. 

(«) Ibid,, 8. 4. The powers referred to were conferred by the Poor 
Relief Act, 1819 (69 Geo. 3, o. 12) ; the Poor Relief Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will, 4, 
c. 42) ; and the Crown Lands Allotments Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 69). 
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Copyholds may.be acquired and enfranchised (t). Any i&Qd, work* 
house, buildings or property may be sold, exchanged, or let by the' 
guardians with the consent of the Local Government Board (a). 
Conveyances, exchanges, assignments, and transfers are made in 
such form as the Local Government Board may order (6). Convey- 
ances to guardians of land or hereditaments for the accommodation 
of the poor do not require enrolment under the Mortmain Acts (c). 

On the acquisition of land for the site of a poor law institution, 
any tithe rentcharge thereon must be redeemed (d). 

U74. House tax is not payable in respect of a workhouse («), but 
such a building is rateable to the poor rate(/). For the purposes 
of water supply a workhouse is deemed to be a house occupied by 
one family, and the guardians are tiie owners {g)^ but a workhouse 
is not a private dwelling-house within the meaning of a provision 
enabling such a house to be supplied with water at special rates (h) 

1175. For the purposes of relief, settlement, removal, and the 
burial of the poor, the workhouse of any union or parish is considered 
to be situate in the parish to which the poor person in question is 
or has been chargeable (t). But for tlie purpose of the burial of a 
poor person dying in a workhouse, the workhouse is considered to 
De situate in the parish in the union where such person last resided 
before removal to the workhouse (A). 

Sect. 2. — Managemmi of Workhouse and Control of Inmates. 

1176. The management of the workhouse and the government of 
the officers, servants, assistants, and paupers therein are itnpised 
upon the guardians, who must observe and enforce such rules, 
orders, and regulations as the Local Government Board may make 


(0 Union and Parish Property Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. o. 50), 
08 . 1—3. 

(a) Union and Parish Property Act, 1836 (6 & 6 Will. 4, c. 69), s. 3 ; 
Parish Property and Parish Debts Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 18) ; Poor Law 
Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 56), ss. 5, 8. The powers of guardians as to tlie 
sale, exchange, or letting of parish property are now vested in the parish 
council (Locid Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 6 (1) (d) ). 

(5) Union and Parish Property Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 50), 
8. 4. 

(o) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. o. 101), s. 73 ; see 
title Charities, Vol. IV., pp. 127 et f^eq. 

(d) See Tithe Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 42), and title Ecclesiastical 
Law, Vol. XL, p. 750. 

(«) House Tax Act, 1808 (48 Geo. 3, c. 66), Sched. B ; see titles Charities, 
Vol. IV., pp. 213, 214 ; Inhabited House Duty, Vol. XVll., p. 191. 

(/) See title Rates and Rating. 

(g) Liskeard Union v. Liskeard Waterworks Co. (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 505 ; 
see title Water Supply. 

{h) Bristol Quardiems v. Bristol Waterworks Co., [1912] 1 Ch. 846- 
C. A. 

(f) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. o. 101), s. 56. 

(k) Umon Chargeability Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), 8. 10. A8 to the 
re^tration of births and deaths occurring in a workhouse, see Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 56 ; Divided Parishes and 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 21 ; and title 
Bboistbation of Births^ Marriages, and Deaths. 
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mth respect to the relief of the poor, for the government thereof, 
and the nature and amount of the relief to be given to, and the 
labour to be exacted from, the persons relieved, and the 
preservation therein of good order (f). 

1177. To secure due observance of the rules, the workhouse may 
at any time be visited by an inspector (m), and any justice of the 
peace, and any medical man, or the officiating clergyman of the 

E arish, if authorised by a warrant of a justice, may visit a work- 
ouse and examine the state and condition thereof, and of the 
inmates, and of their food, clothing and bedding, and report the 
result to the next quarter sessions, who may order any cauM 
of complaint to be remedied (n). A justice acting for the place in 
which the workhouse is situate (o) may at any time visit it for the 
purpose of seeing whether the regulations are being duly obeyed, 
and may summon an offender to appear before a court of summary 
jurisdiction (p), 

1178. Guardians must appoint a visiting committee from their 
own body, who must exiimiiie the workhouse at least once a week (q), 
and if a board of guardians does not appoint a visiting committee 
or if the committee neglects to visit for over three months, the 
Local Government Board may appoint a salaried visitor, not being 
one of the guardians, who will be paid out of the general fund of 
the union (r). 

1179. The admission of paupers into the workhouse is in the 
main regulated by order of the Local Government Board («), but the 
following statutoiy requirements may be referred to. Any poor 
person professing to be a destitute wanderer or wayfarer, who 
applies for admission, may be searched, and any money found upon 


(l) See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, o. 76), as. 16, 21, 
22, 38, 39, 42 ; General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, 24th July, 1847, art. 162. 

(m) See p. 627, ante. ^ 

(n) Workhouses Act, 1790 (30 Geo. 3, o. 49), a. 1. In the case of the justice 
finding that a more speedy remedy is necessary in certain events, he may 
report to two other justices, who may make an order forthwith (itid.. 


8 . 2 ). 

(o) See p. 658, ants. „ 

(p) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 WiU. 4, o. 76), s. 43. Penalty, 

fine not exceeding £6 for a first offence, and not^ less than £6 and not 
exceeding £20 for a second offence. A third offence is a misdemeanour ; see 
p. 627, ante. Justices may also visit other houses in which pwr P^sou 
are lodged and maintained under contract with the guardians (Poor Kebef 
Act, 1849 (12 Se 13 Viet. c. 13), s. 8). „ , „ . . 

(q) General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 24th 

(5 SeJ’p^' lIw Board Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet, o, 109), s. 24. 
Under the Poor Eehef Act. 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. o. 13), s. 7, the Local 
Government Board may appoint an mspector, who is paid by the cuaraians, 
to visit houses, not being workhouses, in which poor persons are lodged ana 
maintained under contract with the guardians. 

($) See General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissions, 
24th July, 1847, arts. 42, 8fr— 98. As to the ^mission under wn^t of 
paupers from other workhouses etc., see Poor Law Amendment Act, low 
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SwiT.2. him taken and applied in aid of the common fund of the union (0- 
Manage* Spirituoue or fermented liquor must not be introduced (a). 

W?^OMe 1180. The classification of the inmates is also [provided for by 
and Control the order of the Local Government Board (b), while, as re^rds 
of Inmates, metropolitan workhouses, it is expressly provided that guardians 
. may, with the approval of the Local Government Board, provide in 
ouHifica on. workhouse for the reception of particular classes and descrip- 
tions of poor persons, and receive therein, upon such terms as may 
be agreed, poor persons of the same class or description from other 
unions and parishes. So far as such last-mentioned poor persons 
are concerned, the workhouse will be deemed to be situated within 
the union or parish from which they were sent there (c). 

Married 1181. If husband and wife are admitted to the workhouse, and 

coapies. either of them is infirm, sick, or disabled by any injury, or above 
the age of sixty years, the guardians may permit them to live 
together. Every such case must be reported forthwith to the Local 
Government Board (d). 

Married couples, both of whom are over sixty years of age, cannot 
be compelled to live separate and apart from each other in a work- 
house (e). 

Discipline 1182. The preservation of order, the conduct of the inmates, and 
end cfiet. their diet are the subjects of many orders of the Local Government 
Board (/). Corporal punishment must not be inflicted upon adults, 
nor must they be confined for any offence or misbehaviour for longer 


(12 & 13 Viet. 0 . 103), 8. 14 ; Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. e. 61), s. 22 ; of children under sixteen, see Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 106), s. 6 ; Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 113), s. 16 ; and as to the reception of 
strayed children or insane persons into metropolitan workhouses, see 
General Order, 3rd December, 1841, arts. 1, 2 (Maemorran and Lushington, 
Poor Law General Orders, Vol. I., p. 1). As to lunatics and idiots in 
workhouses, see title Lunatics and Peksons op Unsound Mind, Vol. 
XIX., pp. 612 et seq. For the relief of casual paupers, see p. 667, post. 

(t) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 110), s. 10. As to 
obtaining admission by false statement or omission to disclose the 
possession of money or property, see p. 608, post. 

(a) See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, o. 76), ss. 92, 
93, 94 ; General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
24th July, 1847, art. 146. For other prohibited articles, see ibid., arts. 
107, 119—121. 

(b) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 26 ; General 
Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 24th July, 1847, 
arts. 98 — 101 ; Workhouse Eegulation (Dietaries and Accounts) Order, 
10th October, 1900 (Stat. E. & 0. Eev., Vol. X., Poor, England, p. 269). 

(c) Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 63), 
§: 17. 

(d) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. 
€. 61), s. 10. 

(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1847 (10 &; 11 Viet. o. 109), s. 23. See 
also title Husband and Wife, Vol XVI., p. 319. 

(/) See General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
24th July, 1847, arts. 102 — 147 ; General Order, 26th January, 1893 ; 
Workhouse Eegulation Order, 8th March, 1894 ; Workhouse Eej^ation 
(Dietaries and Accounts) Order, 10th October, 1900, and other orders 
published in Maemorran and Lushington, Poor Law General Orders. 
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than twenty-four hoars, or such further time as may be necessary 
in ’order to have them brought before a justice (g). Sane persons 
must not be manacled (h), and the hair of an adult pauper should 
not be cut against bis or W will (i). Clothing supplied to a pauper 
must not bear a stamp or mark on the outside, so as to be publicly 
visible (fc). 

1183. In return for the relief afforded in the workhouse, the 
recipient may be set a prescribed task of work, but he cannot be 
detained against his will for the performance of such work for longer 
than four hours from the breakfast hour in the morning succeeding 
his admission (/). 

A person maintained in a workhouse who refuses to work at any 
work, occupation, or employment suited to his or her age, strength, 
and capacity, or who is guilty of drunkenness or other misbehaviour, 
may, on summary conviction, be imprisoned for any period not 
exceeding twenty-one days, or, if previously convicted of a like 
offence, for not exceeding forty-two days (m). 

U84. In employing a pauper upon work suited to his capacity, 
guardians are discharging a ministerial duty imposed upon them by 
the Poor Law Acts and regulations, and are not responsible in 
damages for personal injuries sustained by the pauper in the 
course of such work owing to the negligence of their ofi&cers or 
servants (n), 

U85. A pauper inmate, other than a casual pauper, who has 
given notice of intention to quit the workhouse may notwith- 
standing 1^ detained by direction of the guardians for a period 
varying from twenty-four hours to seven days, but a direction 
requiring a longer notice than seventy-two hours to be given must be 
entered in the minutes, and must specify the name or names of the 
pauper or paupers to whom it applies (o). 

1186. Upon the admission of an inmate the master must make 
due inquiry into the religious creed of such inmate, and enter 
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{g) Poor Belief Act, 1814 (64 Geo. 3, o. 170), s. 7. 

{%) Workhouse Act, 1816 (66 Geo. 3, o. 129), s. 2. 

(t) See Forde v. 'flffcinner (1830), 4 C. & P. 239. 

(A;) Poor ReHef Act, 1816 (65 Geo. 3, o. 137), s. 2. 

(l) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viot. o. 67), s. 6 ; and see 
the text, infra, 

(m) Poor ReUef Act, 1815 (66 Geo. 3, c. 137), s. 6 ; Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viot. o. 101), s. 68. Wilful disobedience to orders is not 
necessarily misbehaviour (Mile End Ouardiane v. Sims, [1906] 2 K. B. 
200), but an act of immorality committed by a pauper in a workhouse is. 
evidence of misbehaviour by tne pauper within the meaning of the Poor 
Belief Act, 1816 (66 Geo. 3,o. 137), s. ^(EoUand v. Peacock, [1912] 1 K.B. 

1 RA.\ 

(n) TozeUnd v. West Earn Union, [1907] 1 K. B. 920, C. A., following 
Brennan v. Limerick Union Guardians (\%l%)i 2 L. B. Ir. 42, and Dunbar v. 
Ardee Union Guardians, [1897] 2 I. R. 76, C. A. See also p. 646, ante, 

(o) See the Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 (34 & 36- 
Viet. 0. 108), B. 4, as amended by the Poor Law Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. 
0 . 87), s. 4. As to the detention of paupers suffering from disease, see Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 dc 31 Viot. t.. 106][,^ s. Zi,, 



m 


Poor Law. 


Biot. S. 
Hanacfe- 
ment of 
Workhouse 
and Control 
of Inmates. 


Bnnning 
ftwaj etc. 


it in the creed register which he is required to keep(p). As regain 
children under twelve, the religious creed of the father, or, if that 
cannot be ascertained, of the mother, must be entered (g). The 
register is to be open to inspection (r), and an inmate must be 
permitted to be visited by a minister of his creed («). 

An inmate cannot be compelled to attend any religious service 
contrary to his religious principles, and a clergyman or minister of 
religion must be permitted, on the request of an inmate, to visit the 
workhouse for the purpose of affording religious assistance to such 
inmate, and for the purpose of instructing his child or children in 
the principles of their religion (f). 

Every inmate for whom a religious service according to his own 
creed is not provided in the workhouse must be permitted, subject 
to regulations to be approved of or ordered by the Local Government 
Board, to attend, at such times as the Board shall allow, some place 
of worship of his own denomination within a convenient distance 
of the workhouse, if there be such in the opinion of the Board. 
But the guardians may, for abuse of such permission previously 
granted, or on some other special ground, refuse permission to any 
particular inmate, and must in such case cause an entry of such 
refusal and the grounds thereof to be made in their minutes (a). 

1187. It is an offence to desert or run away from a workhouse 
and carry away any clothes, linen, or other goods. Penalty, 
imprisonment for not less than seven days nor more than three 
months (6), with or without hard labour (c). 

A person convicted of an offence committed in a workhouse while 
maintained therein, or of absconding from a workhouse and carrying 
away clothes or other property therefrom, may be committed to 
the prison of the county or place in which the parish is situated to 
which such person, at the time of the commission of the offence, was 
chargeable (d). 


ip) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. o. 122), 8. 16 ; 
General Order, 26th November, 1868 (Stat. B. & 0. Bev., Vol. X., Poor, 
England, p. 259). 

(g) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. o. 122), s. 17. As to 
amendment of entries, see ibid,, s. 18. Mandamus lies to compel an altera* 
tion {Be Conway, B, v. Belfast Guardians, [1908] 2 I. B. 343). 

(r) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 19. For 
the religious instruction of pauper children, see title Education, Vol. 
XII., ^89. 

(s) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 20. 

(0 See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 6s 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 19 ; 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. o. 101), s. 74 ; Poor Law 
Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 56), s. 1 (6). For the appointment of chaplains, 
see note {k), p. 643, emte. 

(a) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet, a 122), s. 21. 

(h) Poor Belief Act, 1816 (66 Geo. 3, o. 137), s. 2 ; Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 68. 

(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viot. o. 101), s. 8. See also, 
as to offences under the Vagrancy Acts, pp. 606 et seq,, post, 

(d) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 6c 8 Viot. o. 101), a. 57 ; and see 
^oor Law Amendment Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viot. o. 110), a. 9. 
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Part V. — Relief of the Poor. 

Sect. 1 . — Kinds of Relief 

U88. The duty imposed upon guardians in respect of the 
administration of relief is, primarily, to set to work or apprentice 
the children of parents who are not able to keep and ma intain their 
children ; to set to work “ all such persons, married or unmarried, 
having no means to maintain them, use no ordinary and daily trade 
of life to get their living by ” ; and to give necessary relief to the 
lame, impotent, old, blind, and other poor persons not able to work (e). 
This duty is discharged in various ways : relief in the workhouse has 
already been considered (/) ; the other methods, and some further 
statutory duties, are referred to in the following pages. 

It should be premised, however, that although guardians are 
bound to relieve a poor person in need who applies for relief, they 
have a very wide discretion as to the kind of relief they will afford, 
and, if the recipient has any property, or has a relative who is in 
law obliged to maintain him or her, the cost of any relief given may 
be reimbursed from the sale of such property or be recovered from 
such relative (^). 

U89. As an alternative to giving relief in the workhouse or in 
other institutions in which they are entitled to afford relief (h), 
guardians may, if they think fit, grant relief at their own houses to 
persons who are sick (i), or incapable of work, or out of employ- 
ment, and may in other ways assist poor persons and their families. 
Out-relief to able-bodied persons or to their families, whether by 
payments in money, or in food and clothing, or partly in kind and 
partly in money, can only be given in accordance with regulations 
made by the Local Government Board. These provide, mter alia, 
that out-relief must not take the form of pacing rent (other than 
for temporary lodging), setting up in trade, redeeming pawned 
tools, or purchasing tools, other than such articles as are included 
in the expression “relief in kind’* (A:). 


(e) Poor Relief Act, 1601 (43 Eliz. c. 2), s. 1. As to the class of persons 
guardians are entitled to relieve, see A.-G. v. Merthyr Tydfil Union, [1900] 
1 Ch. 516, 0. A., where it was held that the grant of relief to able-bodied 
“ strikers *’ was unlawful. 

(/) See p. 669, ante. 

(g) See p. 670, poet 

(k) For relief in such institutions, see p. 664, post Relief in a work- 
house or an institution is called ** institutional rehef “ in contradistinction 
to “ out-relief.** 

(t) See also p. 630, ante, and General Consolidated Order of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, 24th July, 1847, arts. 76, 76 ; General Order as to 
Out-door Relief, 21st December, 1844 (Slat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X , Poor, 
Englard, p. 184) ; and see note (/r), infra). 

(l ) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 62. For the 
cas ‘8 and manner in which out-relief may be given, see the Relief Regula- 
tion Order, 19 J I, which came into operation on the Ist April, 19J2. For 
the orders governing out-relief before that date, see the General Order as to 
Out-door Relief, 2 Ist December, 1844; General Out-door Relief Regulation 
Order, 14th December, 1862 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., Poor, England, 
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1190. In granting outdoor relief to a member of a friendly SQcieiy 
the guardians must not take into consideration any sum receivea 
from such friendly society as sick pay, except in so far as such 
sum exceeds 5s. a week {1). 

1191. In granting outdoor relief to a person in receipt of or 
entitled to receive any benefit under the National Insurance Act, 
1911 (wt), a board of guardians must not take into consideration 
any such benefit, except so far as such benefits exceed 6s. a 
week (n). 


Refusal to 1192. Where guardians prescribe, under the regulations (o), a 
perform task. of work to be performed by any poor person to whom, or to 
whose wife, if he be liable to maintain such wife (p), or child, whether 
legitimate or illegitimate, under the age of sixteen, relief has been 
lawfully granted by such guardians out of the workhouse (g), such 
task being suited to the age, sex, strength, and capacity of such 
person, and being of a nature and description of which the Local 
Government Board have previously approved, and such person 
refuses or wilfully neglects to perform such task, or wilfully 
destroys or damages any of the tools, materials, or other property 
belonging to the said guardians, he shall be deemed to be and be 
punishable as an idle and disorderly person {a). 


Maintenance 1193. Guardians may arrange for the lodging and maintenance 
inhomwand of poor persons in houses or establishments other than the 
nstitutions. ^orkhouse, and may make contracts in that behalf with the proprietors 
or managers of such places. Such arrangements, and the supervision 
and control of sucli places, must be in accordance with the rules 
and regulations of the Local Government Board (6). Guardians 


p. 189); General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
24th July, 1847, art. 43. See also Circulars on the Administration 
of Outdoor Relief, issued by the Local Government Board on 18th March, 
1910, and 29th December, 1911. As to out-relief to a parent being con- 
ditional upon his child attending school, see Elementary Education Act, 
1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 40 ; Elementary Education Act, 1880 
(43 & 44 Viet. c. 23), s. 5 ; and see title Education, Vol. XII., pp. 82 

seq., for the powers and duties of guardians as to giving relief in 
connection with the education and maintenance of children. As to 
industrial and reformatory schools, see ihid,, pp. 70 et seq., 83. As to the 
relief of underfed school children, see Relief (School Children) Order, 
27th April, 1906 (Stat. R. & 0., 1906, p. 273). “ Relief in kind ” means 
relief afforded by the grant of food, medicine, or other articles of absolute 
necessity, or by the provision of temporary lodging (Relief Regulation 
O^rder 1911 art i ) 

(l) Out door Relief (Friendly Societies) Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 32), s. 1. 

(m) 1 & 2 Geo. 6, c. 66 ; see title Work and Labour. 

(n) National Insurance Act, 1911 (1 2 Geo. 6, c. 55), s. 109. 

(o) See General Out-door Relief Regulation Order, 14th December, 1852, 
arts. 6, 7. 

(p) See p. 673, post, and title Husband and Wifx, Vol. XVI., p. 316. 

(q) See p. 673, poet. 

(a) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866 (29 A; 30 Viet. c. 113), s. 15 ; and 
fee p. 607, post. 

(b) See Poor Relief Act, 1849 (12 A 13 Viet. o. 13), and the orders made 
thereunder. 
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also empowered to pro^de for the reception, maintenance, and 
instruction of adult blind, or deaf and dumb, poor persons in proper 
institutions (c), 

1194. Instead of retaining in the workhouse children chargeable to 
the union or parish, guardians may board out such children in homes 
within or without the limits of the union or parish, by arrangement 
with boarding-out committees established for the purpose of finding 
and superintending homes for pauper children. Any such arrange- 
ments, committees, and homes are subject to regulations made by 
the Local Government Board (d). 

1196.^ If the inhabitants of any parish or parishes within a union 
have raised or borrowed money (e) to assist in the emigration of 
poor persons, the administration of such money is entrusted to the 
guardians (/), who, with the consent of the Local Government Board, 
may also procure or assist in procuring the emigration of any 
irremovable poor person (g) who is or may be chargeable, or of 
orphans and deserted children (h). 

1196. Guardians may bind a poor child as apprentice (t), in which 
case the indenture of apprenticeship will be executed by them. A 
register must be kept by the clerk of all children so bound. The 
Local Government Board may by order prescribe the duties of the 
masters, and the terms and conditions of the apprenticeship (fc). 

In apprenticing boys to the sea-fishing service, the guardians 
must conform to the requirements of Part IV. of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1894 («). 


(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 106), s. 21. As to 
blind and deaf and dumb children, see title Education, Vol. XII., p. 83. 

(d) See General Boarding-out Order, 1911 ; Relief Regulation Order, 
1911, art. ziv. ; and Ciremar Letter of the Local Government Board, 
dated 16th October, 1911. 

(6) Under the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), 
ss. 62, 63 ; see also Publio Works Loans Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 89) ; 
and, for the powers of the county council to aid emigration, title Local 
Government, Vol. XIX., p. 374. 

(/) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 29. 

Ig) As to when persons are irremovable, see p. 591, poRt, 

(k) See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 110), s. 5 ; 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 103), ss. 14, 20 ; Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. o. 101), s. 4 ; Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 113), s. 9 ; Divided Parishes and Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 22 ; Minute of Local Govern- 
ment Board, April, 1888. 

(t) As to apprentices, see also titles Infants and Children, Vol. XVII., 
pp. 70 et aeq. ; Master and Servant, Vol. XX., pp. 71, 79 et acq. 

(k) See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 12 ; 
General Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 24th July, 
1847, arts. 62 — 63 ; General Order (Apprenticeship of Pauper Children), 
16th February, 1898 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., Poor, England, p. 233) ; 
Relief Regulation Order, 1911, art. xiv. Powers and duties as to apprentice- 
ship are also contained in the Poor Relief Act, 1601 (43 Elis. c. 2), s. 3 ; 
Parish Apprentices Acts, 1792 (32 Goo. 3, o. 67), 1802 (42 Goo. 3, c. 46), 
and 1816 (66 Geo. 3, o. 139) ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 
Will. 4, 0. 76), 8. 16; and see title Education, Vol. XII., p. 82. 

(a) 57 & 68 Viet. o. 60, s. 393 (3) ; see also ibid., ss. 106, 107, and 
titles Master and Servant, Vol. XX., p. 80; Shipping and Navigation 
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1197. In addition to the register of apprentices, guardians must 
keep a register showing the name, age, date of hiring, and name, 
trade and address of the master or mistress, of every young person 
under the age of sixteen who is hired or taken as a servant from the 
workhouse, and must cause such young persons and apprentices, if 
serving within five miles of the union, to be visited by the relieving 
officer or some other authorised officer at least twice in every 
year. If the young person or apprentice is serving at a place 
more than five miles from the union, notice must be sent to the 
guardians of the place of service, who must then cause the 
visitation to be made (6). If it is found that the master or mistress 
is ill-treating the apprentice or young person, the guardians may 
prosecute (c). 

1198. If any boy not already an apprentice in the merchant 
service who, or whose parent or parents, is or are receiving relief in 
any union or parish, is desirous of serving in the naval service of His 
Majesty, and is forwarded for approval by competent authority for 
such service, the guardians may enable any such boy to be so 
forwarded, and may pay out of their funds such sum, if any, as may 
be required by the regulations of such service for providing outfit or 
otherwise, and also such expenses as may be necessary to be 
incurred for the conveyance of such boy in charge of a proper 
person to and from the port or place in the United Kingdom at 
which he may be required to attend for examination, and if accepted, 
for entry into such service (d). 

1199. Relief given to or on account of any poor person above the 
age of twenty-one, or to his wife, or any part of his family under 
the age of sixteen, may, if the guardians tiiink fit, be given by way 
of loan(e), which may be recovered either before justices or m the 
county court (/). But no relief by loan can be given which may 
contravene the regulations as to out-relief 

When relief has been given by way of loan, a justice may, upon 
the application of the guardians, require the pauper and his master 
to appear before him, and may order the master to pay to the 
guardians the whole or part of the wages due or to become due to 
the pauper, in liquidation of such loan, and may enforce payment 
thereof (ft). 

1200. Where a poor person who is neither settled nor resident in 


(h) Poor Law (Apprentices, etc.) Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 11). 

(e) Offences Against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 100), s. 73 ; 
see p. 641, ante, and title Cbiminal Law and Pbocedurb, Vol. IX., p. 294, 
note (r). 

id) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet, 
o. 61), 8. 28. 

(e) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 &; 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 58. 

if) Ibid, s. 69 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet, 
a. 110), s. 8. 

(g) Relief Regulation Order, 1911, art. xiii.; and see note {h), p. 663, 
ante, 

(h) Poor Law Amendment Aot, 1834 (4 &; 5 Will 4, o. 76), s. 59. 
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R parish, but who happens to be there when some accident occurs to 
him or some sudden illness overtakes him, is compelled thereby to 
apply for relief, the guardians for the parish or union must relieve 
him (0, and may be reimbursed the cost of such relief by the 
guardians of the union containing the place to which such person 
belongs {k). 

^ 1201 . In the case of any person, being a widow, having a legi- 
timate child dependent on her for support, and no illegitimate 
child born after the commencement of her widowhood, and who at 
the time of her husband’s death was resident with him in some 
place other than the parish of her legal settlement, and not situated 
in any union in which such parish is comprised, the guardians of 
such parish or union, if they see fit, may grant relief to such widow 
although not residing in such parish or union. But the guardians 
of any union or parish, and the overseers of any parish, in which 
such widow may be resident or may require relief, remain liable to 
relieve such widow in the same manner as any other person requiring 
relief in such union or parish (f). 

1202 . A casual pauper is a destitute wayfarer or wanderer who 
applies for or receives relief. A casual ward means any ward or 
wards, building or premises, set apart or provided for the reception 
and relief of destitute wayfarers and wanderers (m). 

The guardians of every union must provide within the union 
such casual wards with such fittings and furniture as the Local 
Government Board considers necessary in view of the number of 
casual paupers likely to require relief therein (w). 

1203 . In the Metropolis, where no adequate accommodation exists 
otherwise, the guardians must provide such wards or other places for 
destitute wayfarers and foundlings as the Local Government Board 
directs (o) ; such wards or places must be open for the admission of 
destitute persons and foundlings who apply to be admitted between 
6 p.m. and 8 a.m. from October to March inclusive, and between 8 p.m. 
and 8 a.m. from April to September inclusive (p). Any constable 
of the Metropolitan or City of London Police may personally 


(f) See Alkina v. BanweU (1802), 2 East, 605 ; Tomlinson v. Bentall 
(1826), 5 B. & 0. 738; Oent v. Tompkins (1822), 5 B. & C. 746, n. ; Lamb 
V. Bunco (1816), 4 M. S. 276. 

(Jfc) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. o. 110), s. 2 ; General 
Consolidated Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 24th July, 1847, 
arte. 77 — 80; see Wycombe Union v. Eton Union (1867), 1 H. & N. 687. 

(l) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. o. 101), s. 26. 

(m) Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Vict. 

0. 108), s. 3; Belief Regulation Order, 1911, art. i. xr. x 

(ti) Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viot. 
o. 108), B. 9. As to the Metropolis, see aJM ibid., b . 10. 

(o) Metropolitan Houseless Poor Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Vict. o. 116), s. 6. 
Wards so provided must be inspected by the Local Government Board ; 
see Metropolitan Houseless Poor Aot, 1866 (28 ie 29 Viot. o. 34), s. 2, 
which Aot extended and made perpetual the Metropolitan Houseless Poor 
Aot, 1864 (27 3c 28 Viot. o. 116). 

(p) Metropolitan Houseless Poor Aot, 1866 (28 & 29 Viot. c. 34), s. 5. 
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Sect. 1. conduct any destitute wayfarer, wanderer, or foundling, or ^other 
Kinds of destitute person, not having committed or being charged with an 
Relief offence, to any such ward or place of reception, and every such way- 
— farer, wanderer, or foundling must, if there be room, be temporarily 
relieved therein (^)- 

The whole area of the Metropolis has been formed into one 
district for the relief of the casual poor, and the Managers of the 
Metropolitan Asylum District (r) have been constituted the managers 
of such district, and the casual wards in the Metropolis are now 
under their control (s). 

Admission 1204. Every casual pauper must be admitted, dieted, and set to 
pauper^^^^ work and discharged in the prescribed manner (a). 

^ ^ A casual pauper is not entitled to discharge himself from a 

casual ward before 9 o’clock in the morning of the second day 
following his admission, nor before he has performed the prescribed 
task ; if he has been admitted more than once in the month into 
any casual ward of the same union (6) he may not discharge him- 
self before the fourth day, and may be removed to the workhouse 
of the union (c) and be required to remain there for the remainder 
of his period of detention. Sunday is not to be included in computing 
the detention days (d). 

Adoption of 1205. Where a child is maintained (e) by guardians and (1) has 
children. deserted by its parent, or (2) the guardians are of opinion that 

by reason of mental deficiency, or of vicious habits or mode of life, 
a parent of the child is unfit to have control of it, or (3) a parent 
is unable to perform his or her parental duties by reason of being 
under sentence of penal servitude or of being detained under the 


{q) Metropolitan Houseless Poor Act, 1865 (28 dc 29 Viet. c. 34), s. 4. 
The expenses so incurred by guardians are a charge on the metropolitan 
common poor fund (Metropohtan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. o. 6), 
6. 69) ; see p. 650, ante, 

(r) See p. 662, ante, and title Meteopolis, Vol. XX., p. 411. 

(a) Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 6), s. 6 ; Pauper 
Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet. c. 108), s. 10 ; 
Metropolitan Casual Paupers Order, 1911. 

(a) Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 (34 & 36 
Viet. c. 108), s. 6. See General Order, 18th December, 1882 (Stat. R. A 0. 
Rev., Vol. X., Poor, England, p. 193) ; General Order (Metropolis), 3rd 
November, 1887 (Maemorran and Lushington, Poor Law General Orders, 
Vol. II., p. 687). As to the punishment of absconding paupers etc., see 
pp. 607, 610, post, 

(h) In the Metropolis every casual ward is deemed to be a casual ward of 
the same union for this purpose (Casual Poor Act, 1882 (45 dc 46 Viet. c. 36), 
s. 4). 

(o) In the Metropolis the removal may be to any workhouse or asylum 
provided under the Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867 (30 dc 31 Viet. c. 6), for 
the reception and setting to work of the casual poor, to which the casual 
poor of the union can be sent (Casual Poor Act, 1882 (46 dc 46 Viet. o. 36), 
1.4). 

(d) Casual Poor Act, 1882 (46 dc 46 Viet. c. 36), s. 4. This provision is 
not affected by the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1842 (5 dc 6 Viet. c. 67), s. 5. 

(e) For the meaning of ** mainlined,** see Poor Law Act, 1889 (52 dc 63 
Viet. c. 66), s. 1 (3). 
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Ineb^ates Act, 1898 ( / ), or (4) a parent has been sentenced to Ssor, i. 
impriBonment in respect of an offence against any of his or her Kinds of 
children, or (5) is permanently bedridden or disabled, and is the Relief, 
inmate of a workhouse and consents, or (6) both the parents, or in the 
case of an illegitimate child the mother, are or is dead, the guardians 
may at any time resolve that, until the child reaches the age of 
eighteen years, all the rights and powers of such parent, or if both 
parents are dead, of the parents, shall vest in the guardians, where- 
upon those rights and powers will so vest, and will continue so 
vested whether the child does or does not continue to be maintained 
by the guardians. Such a resolution may be rescinded if the 
guardians think that to do so will be for the benefit of the child, or 
the guardians may permit the child to be, either permanently or 
temporarily, under the control of the parent, or of any other relative, 
or of any friend, or of any society or institution for the care of 
children. A resolution may also be determined or varied by a 
court of summary jurisdiction {g). The passing of the resolution 
does not relieve any person from any liability t^o contribute to the 
maintenance of the child, but the fact of such contribution being 
made does not lessen the powers and rights conferred on the 
guardians (fe). 

Anyone who assists and induces a child so placed under the con- 
trol of the guardians to escape therefrom is liable on summary con- 
viction to a fine not exceeding £20 (i)* 

1206. If a child maintained by guardians {k) is with their consent Visitation of 
adopted by any person, the guardians must, during three years 

from the date of such adoption, cause the child to be visited at ^ ® * 
least twice a year by some competent person, and may during 
such period revoke their consent to the adoption, whereupon the 
child must be forthwith returned to the guardians by the person 
having the custody thereof (Z). 

1207. If it appears that a person about to be released from Relief to 
prison, or from an industrial or reformatory school, or from an released 
inebriate reformatory, will on his release require immediate poor 

law relief by reason of infirmity of mind or body, he may be 
removed on release, on an order made in the prescribed method, to 
the workhouse of the poor law union consisting of or comprising 
the parish in which he is settled, or if that cannot be ascertained, 
or he has no place of settlement or residence in England or 


(/) 61 & 62 Viet. 0 . 60 ; see title Intoxicating Liquors, VoL XVIII., 

p. 168. 

(g) Poor Law Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 37), s. 1. The section does not 

affect the removability (see p. 690, posi) of a pauper child (Wantage Union 
r. Bristol Union, [1901] I ^ , 

(h) Poor Law Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 66), s. 1 (6) ; and see Hackney 
Union v. Tombs, Tombs v. Hackney Union (1909), 73 J. P. 271. The p^smg 
of a resolution does not affect the religious instruction of the child ; see 
Poor Law Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 56), ibid., s. 1 (6), and title 
Education, Vol. XII., p. 89. 

<t) Poor Law Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 37), s. 2. 
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Saar. 1. Wales, to the workhouse of the union in which he resided when 
Kinds of the offence for which he was detained was alleged to have been 
Belie f committed, or, if that cannot be ascertained, to that of the union 
in which the offence was alleged to have been committed, or if the 
offence was committed out of the United Kingdom, to that of the 
union in which the court of summary jurisdiction by which he was 
convicted or committed for trial, or ordered to be detained, sat. 
The operation of such an order may be suspended if the person is 
too ill to be removed to the workhouse named, in which case he 
will on release be conveyed to the workhouse of the union in which 
the prison is situate, and the expenses of his maintenance there 
will be repaid by the guardians of the poor law union named in the 
order. 

Such an order will not prevent the guardians subsequently 
obtaining a removal order to the place of actual settlement (m). 


Guardians 
may take 
properly of 
pauper. 


Desertion. 


Sect. 2. — Recovery of the Cost of Relief 

1208. Expenses incurred in the maintenance of a pauper consti- 
tute a debt due from the pauper to the guardians who have relieved 
him (n). Where relief has been given to or on account of any 
person who is in possession of or owns any money or valuable 
security for money (o), the guardians may take and appropriate so 
much of such money or the produce of such security, or recover 
the same as a debt before any local court, as will reimburse them the 
amount expended in such relief during the pei iod of twelve months 
prior to such taking, appropriation, or proceeding, and, in the event 
of the death of a pauper possessing money or property, the 
guardians may reimburse themselves the expenses of burial, as well 
as of maintenance during the preceding twelve months (p). 

1209. Where a person runs away leaving a wife, or child, or children 
chargeable, the guardians may apply to two justices for a warrant 
or order to take and seize so much of the goods and chattels, and 


(m) Released Persons (Poor Law Relief) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 14). 

(n) Birkenhead Union Guardians v. Brookes (190Q), 96 L. T. 359; Be 
Watson, Stamford Union v. Bartlett, [1899] 1 Ch. 72. 

(o) A judgment for damages for personal injuries is a valuable security 
for money ” (West Ham Guardians v. Ovens (1872), L. R. 8 Exch. 37). 

(p) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 103), s. 16. Burial 
expenses are recoverable as relief (ibid., s. 17). Ibid., s. 1 6, does not out down 
the common law right of guardians to recover six years* maintenance (Be 
Clabbon (an Infant), [1904] 2 Ch. 466 ; see also Wandsworth Union v. 
Worthin^n, [1906] 1 K. B. 420). Guardians may, as creditors, obtain 
administration of the estate of a pauper who died chargeable (Cleaver v. 
M'Kenna^s Next of Kin (1866), 35 L. J. (p. & m.) 91 ; In tjU Goods of 
Sharland (1871), 25 L. T. 674 ; and see Windeatt v. Sharland (1871), 23 
L. T. 877), and may, in addition to the twelve months’ maintenance, 
prove against the estate of a pauper for five years’ maintenance, but as 
ordinary, not preferential, creditors (Lambeth Quardiems v. Brtidshaw's 
Next of Kin (1886), 67 L. T. 86 ; Laver v. Botham Sons, [1896] 1 
Q. B. 59). As to the basis of calculation of the cost of maintenance, 
see Islington Guardians v. Biggenden (1909), 101 L. T. 677. As to tlie 
recovery by guardians of impaid wages due to a pauper, see title 
Factobzes akd Shops, Yol. XI v., p. 617. 
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Moeijre so much of the annual rents and profits of the lands and 
tenements, of the runaway as such justices order or direct, for or 
towards the discharge of the parish or place where such wife, child 
or children are left in respect of the expenses incurred for their 
bringing up and support. On such an order being confirmed at the 
next quarter sessions, that court may authorise the guardians to 
sell or otherwise dispose of such goods and chattels, or so much 
of them as the court thinks fit, and to receive the rents and profits. 
The guardians must account to quarter sessions for any money so 
received (q). 

1210 . The liability to maintain imposed by law (r) is enforced by 
means of maintenance orders made by justices in petty sessions 
having jurisdiction in the union or parish to which the poor person 
in respect of whom the question arises is chargeable. Such orders 
may be obtained by the guardians of such union or parish («), and 
money due thereunder is recoverable before a court of summary 
jurisdiction as a civil debt, and not as a penalty (t). An order of 
justices for the payment of the money so due cannot be enforced 
by imprisonment in default of distress, unless it be proved that the 
person in default has since the date of the order to pay the arrears 
had the means to pay the sum in respect of which he has made 
default (u). There is no appeal to quarter sessions (a). 

An order must follow the words of the statute (b), and must show 
that the person on whom it is made is of sufiBcient ability to make 
the required payment (c). The payment ordered must be a fixed 
weekly sum so long as the poor person remains unable to work, or 
until further order (d). 


(g) Poor Relief (Deserted Wives and Children) Act, 1718 (5 Geo. 1, c. 8), 
ss. 1, 2. As to the form of the orders, see Stable v. Dixon (1805), 6 East, 
163. 

(r) See p. 673, poet 

(e) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 110), s. 8 ; Divided 
Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 25. 

(t) See Pqor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 36 ; 
Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), ss. 6, 35 ; Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 43), s. 18; and, for the law as to 
the recovery of civil debts, see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 609. 
Bankruptcy does not protect against the consequence of disobedience 
iBanorgfl v. MitcheU (1867), L. R. 2 Q. B. 649). 

(^ Be Gamble, [1899] 1 Q. B. 306; and see title Magistrates, VoL 
XIX., pp. 604, 609. 

(a) U. V. London JusUoee, Ex parte Greenwich Union, [1900] 1 Q. B. 438. 

(5) It is not sufficient to say that the person is “ poor ** or “ destitute 

i St, Andrew's Undershaft (Inhabitants) v. Dc Breta (1701), 1 Ld. Raym. 699 ; 
t V. ^Uey (1715), Foley, Poor Laws, 47 ; B, v. Litton (1718), Cas. Sett. 
86 ; B. V. Pennoycr (1726), 1 Bott’s Poor Laws by Const, 6th ed., 433 [5th 
ed., 366]. It has been said that the order must also state that the person 
is actually chargeable to the union or parish ; see R. v. Tripping (1718), 1 
Bott*s Poor Laws by Const, 6th ed., 430 [6th ed., 366]. 

(o) R. V. Halifax (1714), Cas. Sett. 33 ; R. v. Dunn (1714), 10 Mod. Rep. 
221. It is for the justices to decide whether the defendant is of 
“sufficient ability” to relieve and maintain; see Ooulson v. Davidson 
(1906), 96 L. T. 20. ^ ^ , , . , ^ 

(d) Be Morten (1844), 6 Q. B. 691 ; R. v. GnUey, supra ; Jenkins' Case 
(1706), % Salk. 534. 
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8bot. 2. 

Recovery of 
the Cost of 
BeUef. 

Soldiers. 


Seamen. 


Annuitants 

cto* 


Poor Law. 

1211> A soldier of the regular forces (e) is as liable to contribute 
to the maintenance of his wife and of his children, legitimate' and 
illegitimate, as is any other man, but such liability cannot be 
enforced in the ordinary way, nor can he be directly punished for the 
offence of deserting his wife and family, or any member thereof, or 
of leaving her or them chargeable. If an order is made against a 
soldier, or against a man who subsequently becomes a soldier, in 
respect of maintenance or relief, a copy of the order must be sent 
to a Secretary of State, and, in such a case, or if a Secretary of 
State is satisfied that a soldier has deserted or left in destitute 
circumstances, without reasonable cause, his wife or any of his 
legitimate children under fourteen years of age, the Secretary of 
State must order a portion, not exceeding 6^., of the daily pay 
of a non-commissioned officer who is not below the rank of sergeant, 
and not exceeding 8d. of the daily pay of any other soldier, 
to be deducted from such daily pay, and applied, first, in the liquida- 
tion of the sum adjudged to be paid, and then towards the main- 
tenance of such wife or children, in such manner as the Secretary 
of State thinks fitC/*). 

1212. If during the absence of a seaman on a voyage, his wife 
or any of his cmldren or step-children become chargeable, the 
amount expended on their maintenance during such absence may be 
recovered from the shipowner out of the man’s wages, up to a 
prescribed proportion of such wages (g). 

1213. If a pauper is entitled to any annuity or periodical payment, 
the trustee or other person bound to make payment thereof may 
pay, and may be compelled to pay, thereout to the guardians the 
cost of relief, provided that the guardians or the relieving. officer 
have declared such relief to be given on loan (h). Expenses 
incurred in the relief of a pauper or pauper lunatic who is a 
member of a friendly society may in certain cases be paid out of 
any money payable by the society (i), but not if the pauper or 
pauper lunatic has a wife or other relative dependent upon him (k). 


(e) As to the meaning of this expression, see Army Act (44 & 45 
Viet. 0 . 68), 8. 190. See also title Royal Forces. 

(/) Army Act (44 & 45 Viet. o. 68), s. 145, as amended by the Army 
(Annual) Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. o. 6), s. 7, and the Army (Annual) Act, 
1891 (54 & 56 Viet. c. 5), s. 7. For the service of process on a soldier, see 
Army Act (44 & 45 Viet. c. 58), s. 145 (3). As to deductions from pay, 
see also ibid,, s. 138 ; and, generally, see title Royal Forces. 

(g) See Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 60), s. 182. As to 
the reUef of destitute lascars, see ibid,, s. 185 ; and, generally, see title 
Shipping and Navigation. As to the right of guardians to receive pay- 
ment of army or naval pensions due to persons chargeable or liable to 
maintain chargeable persons, see Pensions Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 51). 

(h) The guardians must account to the annuitant for any surplus {Smith 
V. Islington Ouardiam (1902), 66 J. P. 664, a county court case). As to 
relief on loan, see p. 566, emte. 

(i) Divided Parises and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet, 
c. 61), 8. 23. The section does not apply if there is a dispute aa to the 
pauper’s title {B, v. Richardson, [1894] 2 Q. B. 323). 

{h) See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. o. 12), s. 1, and 
title FbcbkdXiY Societies, Vol. XV., p. 149, for the oases in which pay- 
ments may be made to ^lardians. A trade union Is not a benefit ox 
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1^4. If a bastard child for whose maintenance an order has been 
made bj jastices on the application of the mother becomes charge- 
able, the pajments thereunder may be made to a relieving officer 
or other officer of the parish or union, and may be recovered by 
him(0. 

Sect. 3. — Liability to Maintain. 

1216. The Statute of Elizabeth, which originated our system of 
poor relief, provides that the father and grandfother, and the mother 
and ^andmother, and the childien, of every poor, old, blind, lame, 
and impotent person, or other poor person not able to work, being 
of suflScient ability, must, at their own charges, relieve and maintain 
every such poor person (i/f). The liability imposed by the statute (?i) 
only extends to blood relations (o), and only to the relations par- 
ticularly enumerated (p); illegitimate children are not within its 
operation (g). 

1216. A man who marries a woman who already has children, 
whether legitimate or illegitimate, is liable to maintain them as 
part of his family, until they attain the age of sixteen or the mother 
dies('r). Belief given to or on account of a wife, or of children 


friendly society (Winder v. Eingaton-upon-Hull Corporation for the Poor 
(Governors and Guardians) (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 412) ; and it has been held 
by a London police magistrate that a trade union cannot be compollod to 
pay to the guardians the weekly sums which in the ordinary course would 
nave been paid to a member if he had not become chargeable ; see St 
Mary, Islington, Guardicms v. Amalgamated Society of Engineers (1902), 66 
J. P. 665. 

U) Bastardy Laws Amendment Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 65), s. 7. An 
order under the section may be made ^though the mother is living and not 
incapacitated (Jones v. Merthyr Tydfil Union Guardians (1911), 105 L. T. 
203). As to the right of the guardians to take proceedings against the 
putative father of a bastard clSld, see Bastardy Laws Amendment Act, 
1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 9); Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 24 ; Plymouth Guardians v. Gibbs, [1903J 

1 K. B. 177 ; and title Bastardy, VoL II., pp. 441 et sea. 

(m) Poor Belief Act, 1601 (43 Eliz. o. 2), s. 6. This hability can only 
be enforced by means of the maintenance orders hereinbefore mentioned 
(see p. 571, ante). A relative liable to maintain cannot bo compelled to 
take the poor person into his house and maintain him there (B. v. Jones 
(1710), Foley, Poor Laws, 41). 

(n) Poor Relief Act, 1601 (43 Eliz. c. 2). 

(o) See B v. Munden (1719), 1 Stra. 190 (man not liable for the main- 
tenance of his mother-in-law) ; B, v. Dempson (1733), 2 Stra. 955 (son’s 
wife). 

(p) B. V. Smith (1826), 2 C. & P. 449; B. v. Cornish (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 
498 (man not liable to maintain brother); Maund v. Mason (1874), L. E. 
9 Q. B. 254 (grandchild not liable to maintain grandfather). A nanied 
relation is liable, even though the poor person has a nearer relation 
able to support him (B, v. Joyce (1707), 16 Vin. Abr. 423 ; B. v. Cornish, 
supra), and even though the guardians have obtained contributions towards 
the maintenance from another source ; see Cole v. Brown, [1907] 2 K. B. 301. 
Children are liable to support their mother, even though she has married 
again (Arrowsmith v. Dickenson (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 252), or has committed 
adultery (Be Constable (1886), 31 Sol. Jo. 15). 

(q) B. V. Beve (1631), 2 Bulst. 344 ; Westminster Cityv. Gerrard (1632), 

2 Bulst. 346 ; and see title Bastardy^ Vol. II., pp. 438 et seq, 

(r) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 57. 
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PooB Law. 


Skot. 8. 

LiabiUty to 


Wives and 
mothers. 


Meaning of 
“ settlement.’* 


under fhe age of sixteen, not being blind or deaf and dumb, is^oon- 
sidered as given to the husband of such wife, or to the father of 
such children, as the case may be (<). 

When a married woman requires relief without her husband, an 
order may be made by justices upon the husband to make payments 
towards the cost of the relief of the wife (t). 

If the husband of a woman is beyond the seas (a), or in the 
custody of the law, or in confinement in a licensed house or 
asylum as a lunatic or idiot, any relief given to such woman, or to 
her child or children, must be given to her in the same manner 
and subject to the same conditions as if she was a widow (b). 

1217. If the husband of a married woman having separate property 
becomes chargeable, a maintenance order may be made and 
enforced against her in respect of such separate property (c). ■ 

A married woman having separate property is subject to the 
same liability as a Jeme sole for the maintenance of her parent 
or parents (d), and to the same liability as her husband for .the 
maintenance of her children and grandchildren (e). 

Belief given to or on account of any child or children, under the 
age of sixteen, of any widow, is considered to be given to such 
widow (/). 


Part VI. — Settlement. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

1218. By settlement ’’ is meant the right of a person to have, 
when occasion arises, the benefit of the poor laws in a particular 
parish or place {g). The right may be acquired by the act of the 


(«) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 66. As 
to refusing or neglecting to maintain, see p. 607, post For the liability 
of parents to maintain their children, see title Infants and Children, 
Vol. XVII., p. 114. 

{t) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. o. 122), s. 33. For 
the liability of husband and wife to maintain each other, see title Husband 
AND Wife, Vol. XVI., pp. 316 et seq . As to the enforcement of such orders, 
see the Summary Jurisdiction Acts, and title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., 
p. 604. As to the liability of a putative father, see title Bastardy, 
Vol. II., pp. 440 et seq . As to maintenance in an asylum, see title 
Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., p. 491. As to 
running away and deserting a family, see p. 610, post 

(a) The provision as to a woman whose husband is beyond the seas 
applies also to a married woman living separate from her husband (Divided 
Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876(39 dc 40 Vict.o. 61), s. 18). 
{b) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. o. 101), s. 25. 

(c) Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 76), s. 20 ; 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 33. 

(d) Married Women’s Property Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 27), s. 1. In 
consequence of this provision, Pontypool Union v. Bueik, [1906] 2 E. B. 896, 
is not now good law. 

( e ) Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (46 dc 46 Viet. c. 76), s. 21. 
if) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 dc 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 66; and see 

p. 591, post For the liability of a woman for the maint^ianoe of her 
illegitimate child, see title Bastardy, Vol. II*, p. 440. 

(g) The law of poor law settlement and of removal (see p. 600, post) was 
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perfiODi or may devolve upon him without any volition on his part. 
On^ obtained, a settlement can only be lost by the person 
acquiring a settlement in some other parish or place. A. 
man cannot have two settlements at the same point of 
time, but his right to a settlement may be fluctuating, and if he 
has, for example, the means of passing one night in one parish and 
another night in some other parish, then of the two his place of 
settlement will be the place where he happened to sleep the night 
before the happening of the event that led to the making of the 
order of removal (A). 


an inevitable consequence of the adoption of the principle of parochial relief 
(see p. 623, ante). When each parish was made dehnitely responsible for the 
relief of the poor, and charged with the cost of setting the poor to work, the 
parish was directly concerned in the question of who were, and who were 
not, the poor whom it was to maintain or set to work, and to facilitate the 
answering of this question recourse was had to the old feudal idea whereby 
the labourer was deemed to be part of the soil he was born to cultivate. By 
analogy, the applicant for relief was deemed only entitled to receive it from 
the parish in which he was legally settled, and if from motives of humanity 
a stranger was relieved in some other parish, it was only temporary, and 
immediate steps could be taken to send him back to the place whence he 
originally came, and, for a further safe^ard even against any prospective 
charge to a parish, the parish authorities were empowered to remove any 
newcomer to the parish where he properly belonged, unless he gave sufld- 
cient security for holding harmless the parish of his subsequent choice. 
Upon these fundamental ideas there gradually grew up the complicated 
and costly system of settlement and removal, which, though considerably 
modified by comparatively recent enactments, still remains a constant 
source of confusion and litigation. The present law of settlement and 
removal originated with the Poor Relief Act, 1662 (14 Car. 2, c. 12) 
(for earlier statutes, which are now repealed, on the subject, see 
stats. (1388) 12 Rio. 2, o. 7 ; (1496) 11 Hen. 7, c. 2; (1603) 19 Hen. 
7, c. 12 : and (1603) 1 Jao. 1, c. 7), which, after reciting that by reason 
of some defects in the law poor people were not restrained from 
going from one parish to another, and therefore do endeavour to settle 
themselves in those parishes where there is the best stock, the largest 
commons or wastes to build cottages, and the most woods for them 
to burn and destroy, and when they have consumed it then to another 
parish, and at last become rogues and vagabonds, to the great discourage* 
ment of parishes to provide stocks where it is liable to be devoured by 
strangers, proceeded to enact that it should be lawful, upon com- 
plaint made by the churchwardens or overseers of the poor of any parish, 
to any justice of peace, within forty days after any such person or persons 
coming so to settle as aforesaid in any tenement under the yearly value of 
£10, for any two justices of the peace, whereof one to be of the quorum of 
the division where any person or persons that are likely to be chargeable to 
the parish shall come to inhabit, by their warrant to remove and convey 
such person or persons to such parish where he or they were last legally 
settled, either as a native, householder, sojourner, apprentice, or servant, 
for the space of forty days at the least, unless he or they mve sufficient 
security for the discharge of the said parish, to be allowed by the smd 
justices. With the alterations effected by succeeding enactments, which 
are dealt with in the following pages, this provision remains the essential 
basis of the law now to be considered. 

{h) B. V. Knaresborough {Inhabitants) (1851), 16 Q. B. 446, per Lord 
Campbell, C.J., at p. 448; and see Chreai Yarmouth Guardians v, 
Bethnal Green Guardians (1907), 97 L. T. 440; B. v. Norwood (ISOl), 
L. R. 2 Q. B. 467 ; B, v. Bingwood {Inhabitants) (1813), 1 M. dc S. 381 ; and 
B. V. St. Mary, Lambeth {Inhabitants) (1799), 8 Term Rep. 240 ; p. 585, post 
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Sect. l. 
Xa General 

Original 

settlements. 

Deriyative 

settlements. 


1219. Settlements are either original or derivative. An original 
settlement may be obtained by birth (i), by residence {k), by appren- 
ticeship (1), by estate (m), by paying rent for premises (n), or by 
paying rates (o). 

1220. A settlement cannot be derived from another person, 
except by a wife from her husband, by a legitimate child under 
the age of sixteen from its father or widowed mother, and by an 
illegitimate child from its mother (p). Settlements obtained 
through these means are called derivative settlements. 


(i) See p. 677, post 

(k) See p. 679, post, 

(l) See p. 681, post, 

(m) See p. 682, post, 

(n) See p. 684, post, 

{o) See p. 686, post. 

Ip) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 
40 Viet. o. 61), s. 36, which provides that ** No person shall be deemed 
to have deriv^ a settlement from any other person, whether by parent- 
age, estate, or otherwise, except in the case of a wife from her husband, 
and in the case of a child under the age of sixteen, which child shall 
take the settlement of its father or of its widowed mother, as the case 
may be, up to that age, and shall retain the settlement so taken until 
it shall acquire another. An illegitimate child shall retain the settle- 
ment of its mother until such child acquires another settlement. If any 
child in this section mentioned shall not have acquired a settlement for 
itself, or being a female shall not have derived a settlement from her 
husband, and it cannot be shown what settlement such child or female 
derived from the parent without inquiring into the derivative settlement of 
such parent, such child or female shall be deemed to be settled in the 
parish in which he or she was bom.” The construction of this section has 
been the subject of many and conflicting decisions, but in 1889 the House 
of Lords considered the whole subject in three cases which were heard 
together, namely, Beigate Union Guardians v. Croydon Union Guardians^ 
Eighworth and Swindon Union Guardians v. Westbury-on-Sevem Union 
Guardian^ Medway Union Guardians v. Bedminster Union Guardians 
(1889), 14 App. Cas. 466, the decisions in which remain the controlling 
authority on the interpretation of the section. It was laid down, per Lora 
Watson, at p. 484, that the effect of the section is (1) to reserve to 
married women, whether during marriage or in viduity, the same right to 
their husband’s settlement whi<m they had under the law existing when the 
Act was passed (see p. 687, post) ; (2) to flx absolutely the age of sixteen as 
the period of emancipation, in all questions regarding the settlement of 
legitimate children, as had already been done in the case of illegitimates 
(see p. 688, post) ; (3) to give to bastards the privilege enjoyed by lawful 
children of retaining their parentage settlement after emancipation until 
the acquisition of a new settlement (see p. 688, post) ; (4) in all cases where 
the parents’ settlement was itself derivative, to throw children of either 
class as soon as they attain the age of sixteen upon their own birth settle- 
ment until they acquire another (see p. 677, post) ; (6) subject to these 
provisions and limitations, to reserve to children the same rights in relation 
to parentage settlements which they possessed under the then existing 
law (see p. 688, post) ; and (6) to abolish all other kinds and forms of 
derivative settlement. As to the retrospective ^eration of the section, see 
Bath Union Guardians v. Berwiek-on-Tweed Union Guardians^ [1892J 1 
Q. B. 731 ; Wesfbury^on-Sevem v. Barroio-in-JPumsw (^1878), 3 Ex. D. 88 ; 
Tenterden Union Guardians v. 8t, Mai^, Islington^ Guardians (1878), 38 
L. T. 486 ; the Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 
(39 Si 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 36 ; and Brighton Parish Guardians v. Strand 
Union Guardians, [1891] 2 Q. B. 166, C. A. 
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1221. Ouardians maj agree in vrriting under their hands, subject 
to the consent of the Local Government Board, that for the purposes 
of settlement all the parishes in a union shall Ito considered as one 
parish. When perfected, such an agreement is irrevocable, and the 
settlement of a poor person in any one of the parishes of the union 
is deemed to be a settlement in the union (q). 

m2. An addition to a parish does not affect settlements already 
gained therein (r), and if after a settlement has been gained in a 
parish, the parish is divided into two or more parishes, so that 
each becomes a separate parish, the settlement gained in the old 
parish is not destroyed, but remains in the place where it was 
originally gained («)• 

Where the alteration has been made pursuant to an order of the 
county council, confirmed by the Local Government Board, which 
contains clauses purporting to deal with settlements in the old 
parish, an objection to their legality cannot be entertained in 
proceedings commenced later than six months after the confirmation 
of the order (t), 

1223. Every pauper lunatic who is chargeable to a union is, 
while he resides in an institution for lunatics, deemed for the 
purposes of his settlement to be resident in the union to which he 
is chargeable (a). 

Sect. 2 . — Settlement hy Birth. 

1224- Every English-born person has a settlement, and that 
settlement is priwd Jacie the place of birth ; but this birth settle- 
ment lasts only while the person is not shown to have acquired 
some other settlement (/>). The moment it is shown that either 
the father or the mother has gained a settlement in England, the 


(g) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 33 ; as to 
the formalities connected with such an agreement, see ibid, 

(r) West Ham Union v. London County Council, [1904] A. C. 40. 

(«) West Ham Union v. Edmonton Union, [1908] A. C. 1, overruling 
H. v. Tipton (Inhabitants) (1842), 3 Q. B. 215, and Dorking Union v. 
ISt Saviour's Union, [1898J 1 Q. B. 594, C. A. As to the effect of the division 
and alteration of parishes upon settlements, see also Worcester Union 
Guardians v. Birmingham Union Guardians (1887), 65 J. P. 771; Caine 
Union Y, St. Mary, 'Islington, Gnardians (1900), 69 L. J. (Q. B.) 400; 
Preston Union v. Lewisham Union (1904), 91 L. T. 498. For division 
and alteration of parishes, see p. 553, ante, and title Local Government, 
Vol. XIX., pp. 237, 377. 

(t) See B, V. Middlesex Justices, Ex parte WalsaU Union, [1907] 2 K. B. 
681, C. A. 

(a) Lunacy Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 6), s. 286 (2). As to the settle- 
ment of a pauper lunatic, see title Lunatics and Persons op Unsound 
Mind, Vol. XIX., p. 495. 

(b) Although it is usual to call the settlement by birth the primd /oottf 
settlement, it is as a matter of fact the weakest of all settlements (see 22. v. 
Wakefield (Inhabitants) (1804), 6 East, 335, per Le Blanc, J., at p. 338), 
and it is only when all other attempts to find a settlement for the pauper 
have failed that the birth settlement can be resorted to. Proof, however, 
of a birth settlement is sufficient to throw on the other side the burden 
of establishing a later settlement, either by parentage oi in some other 
way (Symons, Parish Settlements, 2nd ed., p. 106). 

H.ii.— xxn. V 
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SCO t.2. Bettlement of the child is» as the case may he, that of the father or 
Settlement mother (c). But if the parents have no settlement, or if their place 
by BirUi. of settlement cannot be ascertained, then the child’s birth settle- 
ment prevails, and continues until it obtains another settlement in 
some other manner (d). 

Children. 1225. If a child under the age of sixteen has not acquired a 
settlement for itself, or, being a female, has not derived a settle- 
ment from her husband (e), and it cannot be shown what settlement 
such child or female derived from the parent without inquiring into 
the derivative settlement of such parent (/), such child or female 
is deemed to be settled in the parish in which he or she was 
born (//). 

Exceptions to 1226. There are certain exceptions to the general rule as to the 
^ace o£ birth place of birth being the place of settlement. A child born in a 
iwtUoment?^^ workhouse is, so far as settlement is concerned, deemed to be born 
in the district, parish, township, or hamlet, by which the mother 
was sent to, and on account of which the mother was received and 
maintained in, such house (h), and practically the same rule applies 


(c) See p. 688, post. 

(d) See Spiialjfields (InhabiUints) v. St. Andrews, Uolborn (Inhabitfints) 
(1700), Fortes. Rep. 307 ; Cripplegate v. St. Saviour's (1710), 2 Bott’s Poor 
Laws by Const, 6th ed., p. 13; 22. v. Uealon Norris {Inhabitants) (1796), 
6 Term Rep. 663 ; B. v. St. Nicholas, Leicester (Inhabitants) (1824), 
2 B. & C. 880 ; B. v. St. Mary, Leicester (InhabitanU) (1836), 3 Ad. & El. 
644 ; 12. V. Preston (Inhabitants) (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 822 ; 12, v. Watford 
(Inhabitants) (1846), 9 Q. B. 626; 12. v. All Saints, Derby {Inhabitants) 
(1849), 14 Q. B. 207 ; B. v. Newchurch (Inhabitants) (1862), 3 B. & S. 107. 

(6) See p. 687, post. 

(f) As to the extent to which a derivative bottlemcnt may be inquired 
into, see Woodstock Union v. St. Fancras (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 1. 

(g) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 
Viet. c. 61), s. 36. See B. v. Bridgnorth Guardians (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 
314, C. A.; Beigate Union Guardians v. Croydon Ution Guardians, 
Eighworih and Swindon Union Guardians v. Westbury -on- Severn Union 
Guardians, Medway Union Guardians v. BedminsUr Union Guardians 
(1889), 14 App. Cas. 466, per Lord Watson, at p. 484. The section acts 
retrospectively (Westbury -on- Severn v. Barrow -in-Fumess (1878), 3 
Ex. D. 88 ; but compare Tenterden Union Guardians v. St. Mary, Islington, 
Guardians (1878), 38 L. T. 486; and see other cases cited in note (p), 
p. 576, cwte). As the provision of the Divided Parishes and Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 35, by which an illegitimate 
child retains the settlement of its mother until it acquires another settle- 
ment (see note (p), p. 676, ante), does not apnly to an illegitimate child 
who had attaint the age of sixteen before the passing of that Act, the 
previously existing law applies, and such a chila is thrown back upon 
its birth settlement. The birthplace of an illemtimato child born before 
14th August, 1834, the date of the passing of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), was its place of settlement, for ibid., s. 71, 
did not affect a previously acquired settlement, and as an illegitimate 
child was nuUius fitius, it had no father's or mother's settlement to t^e, and 
was perforce driven to its birth settlement, until it acquired another in its 
own right or by marriage. 

(h) Poor Relief Act, 1814 (54 Ceo. 3, c. 170), a. 3. 'Plie workhouse of 
a union is deemed to be in the parish to which each poor person therein 
relieved is or has been chargeable (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 4^ 8 
Viet, a 101), s. 66). See p. 658, ante. 
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in the case of a child born in an asylum or hospital for lunatics 
Mhefe the mother is a patient (i). 

A child bom in a prison in which the mother is a prisoner, or in 
a Ij’ing-in hospital or certified hospital, does not thereby ac<]uire a 
settlement in the place where the prison or hospital is situated (A), 

A bastard born in a lying-in hospital does not acquire a settlement 
in the place where the hospital is situate, but LilJows the mother’s 
settlement, and gains a settlement in the parish where the mother 
was last legally settled (/), but if the mother’s settlement cannot be 
ascertained the child’s settlement will be governed by the place of 
birth (m). 

Where, by the fraud or collusion of a parish oflicer, a woman is 
wrongly removed or sent into a parish, where sho is delivered of an 
illegitimate child, such child does not gain a settlement in the plaeo 
of birth (n). 

Sect. 3. — S(*ttlement hy Uesidnu'e, 

1227. Where any person (o) has resided for the term of three years 
in any parish, in such manner and under such circumstances in each 
of such years as would in accordance with the several statutes in 
that behalf render him irremovable (;>), he is deemed to be settled 
therein until he acquires a settlement in some other parish ( 7 ). 

1228. The term of residence must have been completed since 
15lh August, 1870 (r), for the statute creating a settlement of this 
nature is not retrospective («), and the residence must he in the same 
parish, and not merely in different parishes in the same union {t). 


(t) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1840 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 103), s. 4. But 
Bce R. V. Barnet I'nion Guardians (1888), 58 L. T. 047, wliieh, while 
apparently opposed to the statement in the text, »ecins not to have really 
dealt with the question as to the constnictive birthplace. 

{k) Poor ReUef Act, 1814 (54 Geo, 3, c. 170), s. 2. 

{1) Lying-in Hospitals Act, 1773 (13 Geo. 3, c. 82), s. 5. The expenses 
of removal of mother or cliild to the place of the motlier’s last settlement, 
being within twenty miles of the hospital, are payable by such place {ibid,, 

B. 6). 

(m) Ibid., 8. 9 ; Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1870 
(30 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 35. 

(n) R. V. Maitersey (Inhabitanti) (1832), 4 B. & Ad. 211 ; and compare 
R. V. Astley (1785), 4 Doug. (k. b.) 380. 

{o) A deserted wife is a “person” wifbin the meaning of the Divided 
Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1870(30 & 40 Viet. c. 01), h. 34, 
and can acquire a settlement of her own by the joint operation of that 
section and the Poor Removal Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c 55), s. 3; see 
BethnahOreen Guardians v. Paddington Guardians, [1012J 2 K. B. 335, 
and cases cited ibid. 

ip) For the essentials to the status of irremovability, see p. 501, post. 

Iq) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (30 & 40 
Viet. c. 61), s. 34. An order of removal in respect of a settlement 
acquired under this section cannot be made upon the uncorroborated 
evidence of the person to be removed (ibid.). 

(r) The date of the passing of the Divided Parishes and Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61). 

<«) R. V. Ipswich Union (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 269 ; R. v. Brampton Union 
(1878), 3 Q. B. D. 479 ; B. v. Abergavenny Union (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 31 ; 
Bwnd^dand Guardians v. Sussex [Clerk of the Peace) (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 99. 

(I) Plomesgale Guardians v. West 11am Guardians (\%%\), 0 Q. B. D. 670 1 
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Thd resident miifit have been for a contmuons and eompleta 
period of three years, without any such interruption or brei^ as 
would, under the law relating to irremovability, prevent the person 
attaining that status (a). Thus, poor law relief during the period (J), 
or absence on military service (c), will prevent the acquisition of the 
settlement (d). The residence must be actual residence ; constructive 
residence, as by having a wife and children living in the place, is 
not sufl5cient(e). A mere status of irremovability does not of itself 
confer a settlement (/). Detention or confinement as a prisoner on 
any civil process or for contempt of court does not amount to 
residence in the place of detention so as to confer a settlement 
there (p). 

Residence while under sixteen years of age may be sufficient (A), 
or may be added to residence over sixteen to make up the term of 
three years (i), if such residence has been under such circumstances 
as would suffice to constitute a status of irremovability (fc). 

1229. A person does not gain a settlement by reason of any 
residence in any house or other dwelling-place provided for the 
residence of such person by a charitable institution, while he is 
supported and maintained at the expense of the institution as an 
object of such charity (/). 


Sunderland Ouardiana v. Sussex {CUrh of the Peace) (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 90; 
but see Bristol Poor Incorporation v. Barton Begis Union (1891), 50 J. P. 
311. 

(a) See p. 691, post. 

{b) See Dorchester Union Guardians v. Weymouth Union Guardians 
(1885), 16 Q, B. D. 31 ; St. Olave's Union v. Canterbury Union, [1897] 
1 Q. B. 682, C. A. (absent as a patient in a hospital). 

(c) Maidstone Union v. I^ewaih Union (1905), 69 J. P. 413. 

(d) As to the effect of periodical shoit absences, see G}eat Yarmouth 
Guardians v. Bethnal Green Guardians (1907), 97 B. T. 440, where a railway 
puard travelling between London and Yai mouth, who slept some nights 
in Loudon and some nights in Yarmouth, was held to be settled in 
Yarmouth; and see Manchester Overseers v. Otmblnl Guardians {ISS(\), 
16 Q. B. I). 723. Long absence is, of couise, a bieak (Totnes Union v. 
Card%g Union (1886), 61 J. P. 133). 

(e) IVcfif Uam Union v. Cardiff Union, [1805] 1 Q. B. 766 ; and see 
Maidstone Union v. Newark Union, sup) a. 

if) Poor Removal Act, 1846 (9 &r 10 Viet. c. OC), s. 6; and see p. 591, 
post. 

(^) Poor Relief Act, 1814 (64 Oco. 3, c. 170), s. 4. 

(h) Wolstanton and Burslem Union v. Norihtrich Union (1882), 46 L. T. 
628 ; »nd see p. 581,jpo^t. 

(») Beigate Union Guardians v. Croydon Union Guardians, Ilighwnrth 
and S*r%ndon Union Gua^'dians v. Westbury-oiu Severn Union Guardians, 
Medway Union Guardians v. Bedminster Union Guardians (1889), 14 App. 
Cas. 465. 

{k) West Ham Union Guardians v. St. Matthew, Bethnal Green (Church- 
wardens), [1894] A. C. 230. 

(1) Poor Relief Act, 1814 (54 Geo. 3, c. 170), s. 6. In Fulham Guardians 
V. Thanet Guardians (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 639, C. A., Brett, L.J., atp. 541. 
expressed an opinion that this section had been impliedly repealed by 
the Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 
Viet. 0. 61), s. 34 (see p. 579, ante), but it would seem that residence in 
a charitable institution does not of itself confer a settlement, but that 
under the Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 is 
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Tha age of the person is immaterial. A legitimate child 
bnw sixteen years of ege can acquire a settlement by residence 
wh its deserted mother in a parish from which such mother is 
irremovable (»i). An illegitimate child under sixteen can acquire 
Buch a settlement, either by residence with its mothei* (u) or by 
residence elsewhere than with the mother (o). A pauper may 
acquire such a settlement (p). 

Sect. 4. — Settlement ly Apyrentieediip. 

1231. A person who is bound apprentice {q) by any duly stamped 
deed, writing, or contract (a), and wlio has resided for forty days in 
a place in pursuance of his apprenticeship, gains a settlement in 
such place {b). The residence need not be for consecutive days, nor 
in any one year (c), nor in the place where the place of service is, 
nor where the master resides, but it must be residence in the 
character of an apprentice, and in some way be in furtherance of 
the object of the apprenticeship (d). 

Residence by indulgence, or merely for recreation, and having no 
connection with the service, will not suffice to confer a settlement (r). 


40 Vict. c. 61), 8. 34 a new head of settlement was created, and that it is 
the irremovability and not the residence that civi^ such new settlement. 

(m) Kingston-upon-Uull Incorporation for the Poor v. Hackney Union. 
[1911] 1 K. B, 748, C. A. ; affirmed (1912), 28 T. h. R. 418, 11. L. 

(w) West Ham Union v. Ilolbeach Union, [1905] A. C. 450; Fulham 
Pariith v. Woolwich Unwn, [1907] A. C. 255. 

(o) R V. Leeds Union (1879), 4 Q. B. D. 323 ; Braintree Union v Rochford 
Union (1911), 81 L. J (K. b ) 251 ; see alho Salford Guardians v, Manchester 
Overseers (1882), 10 Q. B, D. 172; Rag He Union Guardians v. (Jroydon 
Union Guardians, Highworth and Swindon Union Guardians v. Westbury- 
on’Sevem Union Guardians, Medway Union Guardians v. Bedminster Union 
Guardians (1889), 14 App. Cas. 465; Holborn Guardians v. Cheiiscy 
Oiinidians (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 76, C. A. ; and see p. 588, poht 

ip) Wolstanton and Burslem Union v. Northunch Union (1882), 40 L. T. 
528. 

[g) An articled dork to a solicitor may acquire a settlement by appren- 
ticeship {St Pancras v. Clapham (1800), 2 E. & K. 742). 

(a) See Woodstock U n ion y. Shipston-on- Stour Union (1892), 57 .1. P. 107. 
{h) Poor Relief Act, 1091 (3 Will. A, Mar c 11), s. 7 ; Apprentices (Settle- 
ment) Act, 1757 (31 Geo. 2, c. 11), s. 1. Re»idence under apprenticeship in 
an extra-parochial place does not confer a settlement {Cleikenwell {Inhabit 
t in is) V. Bridewell (1700), 1 Ld. Raym. 549). This foim of settlomcnt cannot 
be acquired in respect of apprenticeship to a turnpike keeper or collector 
(Turnpike Roads Act, 1822 (3 Geo. 4, c. 120), s. 51), or in respect of 
apprenticeship to the sea service, or to a sea fisherman (Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 70), s. 67). A parish appientice cannot 
p:ain a settlement by virtue of bis apprenticeship unless the directions of 
the Parish Apprentices Act, 1816 (50 Geo. 3. c. 139), have been complied 
with ; see title Master and Servant, Vol. XX., p. 80, note (m). 

(e) R. y. Aldstone (Inhabitants) (1831), 2 B. A Ad. 207. 

(d) See, as to the nature of the residence under the apprenticeship, St 
BHde*8 Parish v. 8t Saviour's Parish (1700), 2 Salk. 633 ; R, v. Barmhy- 
inHhe- Marsh (Inhabitants) (1806), 7 East, 381 ; R, v. Barnsley (Inhabitants) 
(1813), 1 M. A S. 377 ; v. Barleston (Inhnhitants) (1822), 5 B. A Aid. 
780 ; B. V. Linkinhome (Inhabitants) (1832), 3 B. A Ad. 413 ; R v. Banbury 
(Inhabitants) (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 706 ; B, v. Elswick (Inhabitants) (1861). 3 
£. A £. 437. 

(tf) B. V. Ilkeston (1825), 4 B. A C. 64 ; B. v. Barion-uponJrwell (Inhabit 
ianU) (1863), 3 £. A S. 604. But where a master sent a sick apprentice 
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ten miles thereof (c ) : on ceasing to inhabit and becoming change- 
able, the owner of such property is liable to be removed to" the 
parish or place where he was last legally settled before the 
purchase and inhabitancy, or, in case he has, subsequently to such 
inhabitancy, gained a legal settlement in some other parish, then 
to such other parish {d). 

By inhabitancy or residence within ten miles means within 
ten miles, as the crow flies, from the house in which the person 
actually resides to the boundary of the parish in which the estate 
is situate (c). 

Sect. 6. — Settlement by Renting and Rating. 

1235. Though tliese forms of settlement are distinct, they are 
so inter-related that they may be treated together. If a renting 
settlement has been gained, the conditions fulfilled will also have 
conferred a rating settlement, and where a person has a settlement 
by estate it will often be found that he has also acquired a 
rating settlement in respect of the same property (/). 

1236. A person may acquire a settlement by renting property 
in a parish, if the following essentials are present: — (1) The 
tenement must consist of a separate and distinct dwelling-house 
and building, or of land, or of both (//); (2) it must be bond 
fide rented by such person, at and for the sum of jL* 10 a year 


Belford Overseers (1803), 3 B. & S. 662), but money subsequently spent on 
the land cannot be taken into account (E. v. J)unchurch {Inhabitants) 
(1760), Burr. S. C. 663). The consideration mentioned in the deed is not 
conclusive, if in fact £30 or more was paid as purchase -money (see E, v. 
Scammonden (Inhabitants) (1789), 3 Term Rep. 474; E. v. Cottingham 
(Inhabitants) (1827), 7 B. & 0. 603). The money will bo deemed to be 
bond fide paid though a portion was borrowed on mortgage of the premises 
(E, V. Teaford (Inliabitants) (1736), Burr. S. C. 67 ; E. v. Chailey (InhahU 
tants) (1796), 6 Term Rep. 766). 

(c) In order to sustain the settlement, the residence must continue up 
to tlie date of the adjudication order. 

(d) Poor Relief Act, 1722 (9 Geo. 1, c. 7), s. 5 ; Poor Law Amendment Act 
1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 68. See E. v. St. Qiles in the Fields (In- 
habitants) (1842), 2 Q. B, 446; E. v. Salford (Inhabitants) (1764), Burr. 
S. C. 616. As to removal, see p. 690, post. Though the effect of the 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 68, is to destroy 
the settlement of the purchaser, it would seem that such destruction 
does npt affect the already acquired derivative settlement of his emanci- 
pated children (see E. v. Uenaon (Inhabitants) (1842), 2 Q. B. 456), though 
it will prevent a wife or an unemancipated child acquiring a derivative 
settlement after the purchaser’s settlement has been lost (E. v. Llan- 
sairUffraid Qian Conway (Inhabitants) (1853), 2 E. & B. 803). 

(«) E. V. Saffron WdUlen (Inhabitants) (1846), 9 Q. B. 77. If the owner 
goes to reside beyond the ten miles limit, and so loses his settlement by 
estate, he may still retain a settlement by rating; see note (/), infra, 

(f) See p. 582, ante, for settlement by estate. A person who ceases to 
reside within ten miles of the parish loses his settlement by estate 
therein (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 68; 
and see the text, supra), but will still retain any renting or rating settle- 
ment (B, V. Keynsham Union (1886), 49 J. P. 308); and see p. 686, 
post, 

(g) Poor Relief (Settlement) Act, 1825(6 Geo. 4,c. 57), a. 2. The worda 
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at the least, and for the term of one whole year at the least (h ) ; 
(3) the person himself must have actually occupied under such 
yearly hiring for a year at least, and must have paid rent 
to the amount of dtlO for at least a whole year («); (4) ho 
must have been assessed to the poor rate, and have paid the 
same, in respect of such tenement, for at least a year (k ) ; and 
(5) he must personally have resided in the parish for forty 
days (/). 

1237 . The renting need not necessarily be under one agreement 
or from the same landlord (m), so long as there is an exclusive 
tenancy for a whole year of a distinct holding (w). The occupa- 
tion must be uninterrupted and of the actual tenement, not 
merely of a part. Where the tenant has let off part of the 
premises but occupies the remainder, he does not gain a settle- 
ment {<>), 

1238 . If a man is the tenant of premises of sufficient value 
in each of two or more parishes, and in respect ot each has 
fulfilled the necessary conditions, he will be deemed to be 
settled in the parish in which he last spent the night (j)). 


“separate and distinct ” do not apply to land (B. v. St. Lawrence^ Appleby 
{Inhabitants) (1845), 6 Q. B. 842 ; and see notes (m), (n), infra. 

(h) Poor Belief (Settlement) Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4, c. 57), s. 2 ; and see 
Poor Removal Act, 1795 (35 Geo. 3, c. 101), s. 4. The rent may be paid 
w'eekly, monthly, quarterly or yearly, so long as there is a letting for a year ; 
see B. V. Herstmonceaux {Inhabita^its) (1828), 7 B. & C. 651; Paddington 
{Churchwardens) v. Willesden (Churchwardens) (1863), 7 L. T. 784 ; li. v. 
St. Giles Withoutf Cripplegate (Inhabitints) (1863), 4 B. & S. 609 ; Hastings 
Union Guardians v. St. James, Clerkenwell, Guardians (1865), 6 B. & S. 
914 ; B. v. Norwich Incorporation Guardians (1874), 38 J. P. 677. 

({) Poor Relief (Settlement) Act, 1831 (1 Will. 4, c. 18), s. 1. If the yearly 
rent exceeds £10, payment up to £10 is sufficient {ibid., s. 2). And if the 
total rent is in respect of land in more than one parish, it will bo enough if 
on apportionment there is £10 a year paid for what is in the parish con- 
cerned (.B. V. Pickering {Inhabitants) (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 267). The rent 
must be paid by the hirer, not by a third person (see B. v. Pakefield 
(Inhabitants) (1836), 4 Ad. & El. 612), and not after his death (H. v. 
Carshalton (Inhabitants) (1826), 6 B. & C. 93). 

(k) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 66 ; see 
B. V. Husthwaite (Inhabitants) (1852), 18 Q. B. 447 ; B. v. St. Anne, 
Westminster {Inhabitants) (1860), 2 E. & E. 485. 

(l) Poor Relief Act, 1662 (14 Car. 2, c. 12). 

(m) B, V. Macclesfield (Inhabitants) (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 870; B. v. 
Tadcaster (Inhabitants) (1833), 4 B. & Ad. 703. But occupation under 
successive agreements is not sufficient (B. v. Banbury (Inhabitants) (1834), 
1 Ad. & El. 136). 

(n) As to what amounts to a distinct dwelling-house or building, see 
cases cited in note (g), p. 684, ante ; B. v. Great and Little Usworth and 
Noiih Biddick (Inhabitants) (1836), 6 Ad. & El. 261 ; B. v. Elswick (Inhahi- 
iants) (1860), 24 J. P. 787 ; as to land, see note (g), p. 684, ante. 

(o) B. V. 8t. Nicholas, Bochester (Inhabitants) (1833), 6 B. dc Ad. 219 ; B, 
V. St. Nicholas, Colchester (Inhabitants) (IB35), 2 Ad. dc El. 699; B. v. 
Berkswell (Inhabitants) (IBZl), e Ad. £1. 282; B. v. Pakefield (Inhab<^ 
tants) (1836), 4 Ad. & £1. 612. But merely letting out beds for the night' 
does not prevent the tenant being in occupation (B. v. St. Qiles-in-the^ 
Fidds (Inhabitants) (1836), 4 Ad. & £1. 495). 

(p) B. y. 8U Mary, Lambeth (Inhabitants) (1799), 8 Term Rep. 240 ; E, 
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123d. The renting or payment of rates, as the case may he, 
must be by the person himself. Persons occupying rent free, by 
reason of their employment or office, c.//., railway servants who 
reside in houses provided by the company, hospital doctors living 
in the hospital, workhouse masters and matrons, ministers living 
in houses hired by the officers of the church, servants living in 
lodges or estate cottages, and the like, do not obtain settlements 
in respect of renting or rating (q). 

1240. No gate-keeper or toll-keeper of any turnpike road or 
navigation, or person renting the tolls and residing in any toll- 
house of any turnpike road or navigation, and no apprentice or 
servant of any such collector or person, thereby gains any settle- 
ment in any district, parish, township, or hamlet (r). 

1241. A settlement cannot be gained by hiring, occupying, or 
paying rates in respect of land let out for the employment of the 
poor («) or of Crown land (0- 

1242. A settlement may be acquired by a person paying the 
** public taxes or levies’* (a) in respect of property of the yearly 
value of at least £10, of which he is the owner (b), or in 
respect of property rented by him under the conditions stated 
above as regards settlement by renting (c). In eitlier case he must 
liave resided for forty days in the parish in which the property is 
situated, after having paid such rates (d). 

If the person paying the rates is the owner of the properly, it is 
not necessary that he should actually occupy the property (/'), but 
if lie is not the owner he must have occupied the tenement or a 
part of it for a whole year (f). 

The expression public taxes or levies ” is generally regarded as 
being synonymous with the term “ parochial rates ” (g), but the 
settlement may be acquired by the payment of other charges than 


V. Eingwood {Inhabitants) (1813), 1 M. &; S. 381 ; and compare cases cited 
p. 675, note {h), ante. 

(q) See R. v. Tiverton Overseers (1861), 3 E. & E. 665; and see note (g), 
p. 592, post. 

(r) Poor Relief Act. 1814 (54 Geo. 3 c. 170), s. 5 ; Turnpike Roads Act, 
1822 (3 Geo, 4, c, 126), s. 51. 

(s) Poor Relief Act, 1831 (1^2 Will. 4, c. 42), s. 5. 

it) Crown Lands Allotments Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Wi 1. 4, c. 59), s. 2. 

(a) See the text, infra. 

(b) Poor Relief Act, 1691 (3 Will. & Mar. c. 11), s. 5; Poor Relief (Settle- 
ment) Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4, c. 57), s. 2. 

(o) See p. 584, ante. 

(d) Poor Relief Act, 1662 (14 Car. 2,c. 12) ; B. v. Bingsiead (Inhabitant*) 
(1829). 9 B. & C. 218, 

(e) Oainshorough Union Guardians v. TFor7i«op Union Guardians (1873), 
37 J. P. 293. 

(/) B. y. Westhury on Trym (Inhabitants) (1857), 7 E. & B. 444. If a 
tenant, who is actually rated and pays the rate, has underlet a part of 
the premises, it would seem that he is not precluded from acquiring a 
settlement (B. v. Stoke Damarel (Inhabitants) (1837), 6 Ad. & £1. 308 ; 
E. y. Brighihelmstone (Inhabitants) (1841), 1 Q. B. 674 ; E, v. St Giles in 
the Fields (Inhabitants) (1857), 7 E. & B. 205. 

(g) See E. v. East Teignmouih (Inhabitants) (1830), 1 B. Ad. 244. 
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the poor rate (h), e.g., of land tax (i), property tax (k), church rate<ZX ^ 

an improvement rate {m\ or of a borough watch rate (n). A settle- Settlemeiit 
ment cannot be acquired by payment only of a rate assessed for the by Renting 
scavenging or repairs of the highway (o), and Bat ing. 

Sect. 7. — Settlement hy Marriage. 

1243. Upon marriage a woman takes her husband’s settlement, wife’s 
and continues to take any new settlement with him until he dies (p). settlement. 
After his death she retains his last settlement {q) until she acquires 
a new one, either in her own right or by remarriage (r). If the 
husband has no settlement of his own, or his settlement cannot be 
ascertained, the wife retains the settlement, whether original or 
derivative, she had before marriage («). A wife, unless deserted 
by her husband, cannot acquire a settlement in her own right (t)^ 


(h) E. V. St Mary Kallendar {Inhabitants) (1839), 9 Ad. & El. 626. 

(t) JK. V. Bramley (Inhabitants) (1736), Burr. 76 ; B, v. East Teignmouth 
(Inhabitants) (1830), 1 B. A Ad. 244. 

(k) St George. Hanover Square v. Cambridge Union (1867), L. R. 3 Q. B. 1. 

(l) E, V. St Bees (Inhabitants) (1808), 9 East, 203. 

(m) E. V. St Thomas (1870). L. K. 5 Q. B. 371. 

(n) Everton v. South Stoneham (1860), 2 E. & E. 771. But not a ward 
watch rate (E. v. Christ Church. London (Inhabitants) (1828), 8 B. &C. 600). 

(o) Poor Relief Act, 1772 (9 Geo. 1, c. 7), s. 6. 

(p) St Giles. Beading v. Eversley Blackwater (1724), 1 Stra. 680 ; E, v. 
Uin/rworth (Inhabitants) (1778), Gald. Mag. Cas. 42. This derivative 
settle ment was preserved by the Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 35 ; see p. 676, ante, 

(q) Eeigaie Union Guardians v. Croydon Union Guardians, llighworth 
ana Swindon Union Guardians v. Westbury -on- Severn Union Guardians. 
Medway Union Guardians v. Bedmimter Union Guardians (1889), 14 App. 
Cas. 466, overruling Maidstone Union Guardians v. Holbom Union 
Guardians (iSS6). 17 Q. B. 1). 817, and Kingsbridge Union Guardians v. 
East Stonehouse Union Guardians (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 628. 

(r) A widow cannot complete the qualiheation for a settlement already 
commenced by her husband, e.g.. where a tenant dies before acquiring a 
settlement by residence, his widow cannot perfect the settlement by 
continuing to reside there. But she can live in the tenement herself, and 
so begin to acquire a right in her own behalf ; see E, v. Cray ford 
{Inhabitants) (1826), 9 Dow. & Ry. (k. b.) 80. 

(s) A woman’s settlement is not destroyed by marriage, but only by the 
fact of her acquiring a new settlement under her husband. If she does not 
do this, her maiden settlement still survives, and she may be removed there 
if occasion arises (see Dorchester Union Guardians v. Poplar Union 
Guardians (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 88, C. A. ; Plymouth Union v. Axminster 
Union. [1898] A. C. 686; E. v. St BotolpEs Without. Bishopsgate (1766), 
Burr. S. C. 367 ; E, v. Woodsford (Inhabitants) (1783), 2 Bolt’s Poor Laws 
by Const, 6th ed., 86 ; E, v. Eyton (Inhabitants) (1778), Cald. Mag. Cas. 
39). As to when removal may be ordered, and the necessity for the 
husband’s consent, see p. 694, post 

(t) E, V. Aythorp Eooding (inhabitants) (1756), Burr. S. C. ^12; Berk- 
hampstead v. St, Mary. Northchurch (1736), 2 Bott’s Poor Laws by Const, 
6th ed., 25, cited in 1 Nolan, Poor Laws, 4th ed., 291, per Lord 
Hardwicks, C.J. ; E, v. Brington (1827), 7 B. & C. 646 ; Eeigaie Union 
Guardians v. Croydon Union Guardians, Highworth and Swindon Union 
Guardians v. Westbuiy-on-Severn Union Guardians, Medway Union Guar- 
dians V. Bedminsttr Union Guardians, supra, per Lord Halsbuby, L.C., at 
p. 479, and per Lord Watsox, at p. 482 ; Eutherglen Parish Cowndl v. 
Glasgow Parish Council, [1902] A. C. 360. As to the right of a deserted 
wife to acquire a settlement see note (o), p. 679, ante. 
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Sect. 7. 
Settlement 
by 

Marriage. 


Children 
under sixteen. 


though under certain circumstances she may acquire a status 'o( 
irremovability, ^vhich for some purposes amounts to practically the 
same thing (a). 

A marriage must be a valid one in order to confer a settle- 
ment {b), but if it be valid, it matters not how it was procured (c). 

Sect. 8. — Settlement by Parentage, 

1244 . Every legitimate child up to the age of sixteen takes the 
settlement of its father, but if the father dies while the child is 
under sixteen, and the mother, being a widow, acquires a settle- 
ment in her own right (d) before the child attains that age, or if 
the deceased father had no settlement, the child takes the settlement 
of its widowed mother up to the age of sixteen («). In either case, 
whether it takes the settlement of the father or of the mother, it 
retains the settlement so taken until it acquires another (/). 

When, however, after the death of the father, the widow does not 
acquire a settlement, a child under sixteen will take the father's 
settlement, and not the mother's maiden settlement (^), unless the 
father's settlement cannot be ascertained, when it may take the 
mother’s settlement (/t). 

A derivative settlement can only be acquired by a child while 
under sixteen, and is not affected by any settlement acquired by 
the parent after the child has attained sixteen. Whatever settle- 
ment the child has on the day before it attains sixteen it retains 
until it acquires another in its own right (t). 

A bastard child has and follows the settlement of the mother {k) 
until it attains the age of sixteen or acquires a settlement in its 

(0) See p. 691, 'post. 

(6) B. V. Brighton {Inhabitants) (1861), 1 B. & S. 447. 

(c) B. V. Birmingham (Inhabitants) (1829), 8 B. & C. 29. 

(d) A lemtimate child under sixteen will not take a settlement derived 
by its mother by virtue of a second marriage (Keynsham Union v. Bed^ 
minster Union (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 344; Llanelly Union Guardians v. 
Neath Union Guardians, [1893] 2 Q. B. 38). 

(e) A child under sixteen takes its widowed mother’s settlement in 
preference to its birth settlement (Hollingboum Guardians v. West Ham 
Guardians (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 680). 

(/) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet, 
o. 61), B. 36. The fact that a child has a derivative settlement under this 
section does not prevent it acquiring a settlement by residence under ibid., 
s. 34 (see p. 679, ante ; Woistanton and Burslsm Union v. Northwioh 
Union (1882), 46 L. T. 628). 

(g) Beiqate Union Guardians v. Croydon Union Guardians, Highworth and 
Swindon Union Guardians y. Westbut-y -on- Severn Union Guaidians, HJedwny 
Union Guardians v. Bedminster Union Guardians (1889), 14 App. Cas. 465. 

(h) West Derby Union Guardians v. Atcham Union Guardians (1889), 24 
Q. B. D. 117, C. A. 

(1) Ewhworth and Swindon Union Guardians v. Westbury -on- Severn 
Union Guardians (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 697, C. A., per Lopes, L.J., atp. 604 : 
affirmed (1889), 14 App. Cas. 466, see at p. 489. 

(k) This includes, besides any settlement acquired by the mother in her 
own right, the settlement of any husband whom she may aftorAxards 
marry (B. v. St. Mary, Newington (Inhnb'tants) (1843), 4 Q. B. 681 ; 
Beigate Union Guardians v. Croydon Union Guardians, Uighworth and 
Swtndon Union Guardians v. Westbui'y -on- Severn Union Guardians, 
M^way Union Guardiams v. Bedminster Union Guardians, supra ; Llanelly 
Union Guardians v. Neath Union Guardians, supra). 
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own right (Z). If any child, legitimate or illegitimate, has not 
acquired a settlement for itself, or being a female has not gained a 
settlement from her husband, and it cannot be shown what settle- 
ment such child or female derived from the parent without inquiring 
into the derivative settlement of such parent, the child is deemed to 
be settled in the parish of its birth (m). 

1245. The age of sixteen is the age of emancipation ; on attaining 
that ago a child ceases to follow its parents’ settlement, and becomes 
capable of acquiring a settlement in its own right or of taking the 
benefit of a settlement it may have acquired before attaining that 
age (n). Such a settlement may be acquired in any of the methods 
discussed in this article, but until such acquirement the child either 
retains the parental settlement, if that be known and is not 
derivative (o), or is thrown back to its birth settlement (p). 

Sect. 9. — Settlement hy Estoppel* 

1246. When justices have made an order adjudging a person to 

(l) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), b. 71 ; Divided 
Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 35 ; 
Boe Tenterden Union Guardians v. 8t Mary* Islington, Guardians (ISIS), 38 
L. T. 485. An illegitimate child born before 1834 did not derive a settle- 
ment, and so kept its birth settlement (B. v. 8t Nicholas, Leicester 
(Inhabitants) (1824), 2 B. & C. 889). A child under sixteen is capable 
of acquiring a settlement in its own right (Fulham Parish v. Womwich 
Union, [1907] A. C. 255 ; West Ham Union v. Holheach Union, [1905] A.C. 
450 ; B, V. Elvet Inhabitants (1859), 2 £. & £. 266 ; Beigate Union Guardians 
V. Croydon Union Guardians, HighwoHh and 8windon Union Guardians v. 
Westbury-on-8evem Union Guardians, Medway Union Guardians v. 
Bedminster Union Guardians (1889), 14 App. Cas. 465. 

(m) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 
Viet. c. 61), s. 35. This part of s. 35 has no application to children 
under sixteen (Beigate Union Guardians v. Croydon Union Guardians, 
Uighworih and 8windon Union Guardians v. We8lbury’On-8evem Unii>n 
Guardians, Medway Union Guardians v. Bedminster Union Guardians, supra, 
per Lord Watson, at p. 484), and does not prohibit inquiry into the deri- 
vative settlement of the parent when the child is under six^n at the date 
of the inquiry (West Derby Union Guardiams v. Atcham Union Guardians 
(1889), 24 Q. B. D. 117, C. A.). 

(n) Beigate Union Guardians v. Croydon Union Guardians, Highworth 
and 8windon Union Guardians v. We8ibuiy-on-8evem Union Guardiams, 
Medway Union Guai'dians y, Bedminster Union Guardians, supra, per Lord 
Watson, at p. 484. As to the power of an unemancipated child to acquire 
a settlement, see note (2), supra, 

(o) See West Ham Union v. Holheach Union, [1905] A. C. 450. Under 
the decision in Beigate Union Guardians v. Croydon Union Guardians, 
Highwoiih and 8windon Union Guardians v. We8tbury-on-8evem Union 
Guardians, Medway Union Guardians v. Bedminster Union Guardians, 
supra, an Olegitimate child does not necessarily revert to its birth settle- 
ment ; it may retain the mother’s settlement until it acquires a new 
settlement. Bodenham Overseers v. 8t, Andrews, Worcester, Overseers 
(1853), 1 £. & B. 465, must be regarded as not now law in so far as it 
decided to the contrary in accordance with the then existing law. In 
Beigate Union Guardians v. Croydon Union Guardians, Highworth and 
Swindon Union Guardians v. Westbury-on^Serern Union Guardians, Medway 
Union Guardians v. Bedminster Union Guardians, supra, Lord Mac- 
NAQUTBN, in the course of his judgment, said that the object of the 
Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet, 
c. 61), 8. 36, was to get rid of the decision in Bodenham Overseers v. 8U 
Andrews, Worcester, Overseers, supra. 

(p) Plymouth Union v. Axminster Union, [1898] A. C. 686, H. L. 
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When 
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Chargeability. 


be settled in a certain parish, and that order is not appealed from 
within the prescribed time, or is confirmed on appeal, the order is 
final and conclusive as against the world as to the place of settlement, 
and the person remains settled in such place until he acquires a 
new settlement (q). It matters not that the order can be shown to 
have been made in error, so long as it was competent for the justices 
to make it (r). Buch a settlement is called a settlement by estoppel. 

An abandoned order (a), however, does not give rise to settlement 
by estoppel, whether the abandonment was made without an appeal 
being entered, or on the appeal coming on for hearing (t). 

1247. A settlement is not necessarily acquired by the pauper 
being relieved in a particular parish or union, but the fact of sucli 
relief having been given may be evidence that the pauper is settled 
in such parish or union, or may even amount to an admission by 
the guardians of such settlement (c). 


Part VII.— Removal. 

Seca’. 1 . — In General, 

1248. If a poor person becomes actually chargeable to a particular 
parish {d) or place in which he is not legally settled, the poor law 
authority of that parish or place may apply to the justices for an 
order for the removal of such poor person to the place of his or her 
last legal settlement {e), but such an order cannot be made if the poor 
person has no place of settlement, c.//., a foreigner just ai'rived in 
this country (/), or is exempt by statute from removal, and has so 
acquired a status of irremovability (jj), 

1249. A person actually in receipt of relief, if not obtained or 
given fraudulently or by mistake, is actually chargeable to the 
parish providing the relief, even though he has sufficient property 


(q) See XJxhridqe Union v. Winchester Union (1904), 91 L. T. 633 ; B. v. 
CdUerall (Township) (1817), 6 M. & S. 83. As to the acquirement of 
a new settlement defeating a settlement by estoppel, see Bochford 
Guardians v. Chelsea Guardians (1911), 75 J. P. (Journal) 621. 

(r) B, V. Chilversooton (Inhabitants) (1799), 8 Term Rep. 178. 

(a) See p. 698, post, 

(b) B, V. Diddlebury (Inhabitants) (1810), 12 East, 359 ; B, v, Landley 
(Inhabitants) (1847), 9 Q. B. 906. 

(c) See JS. V. Coleorton (Inhabitants) (1830), 1 B. & Ad. 25 ; B, v. 8t. Giles- 
in-the-Fields (Inhabitants) (1844), 13 L. J. (M. c.) 89; B. v, LiUeshall 
(Inhabitants) (1845), 7 Q. B. 158; B, v. Bradford (InhabHants) (1846), 8 
Q. B. 571, n. ; B, v. LiiBe Marlow (Inhabitants) (1847), 10 Q. B. 223. 

(d) For the piirpose of removal the expression parish ” includes incor- 
porated parishes (B, v. Fomoett 8t, Mary (Inhabitants) (1849), 12 Q. B. 
160 ; Machynlleth v. Fool (1869), L. R. 4 Q. B. 592 ; Bristolincorporation 
of the Poor (Guardians) v. Barton Begis Union Guardians (1891), o6 L. T. 
190), and a union (B, v. BoUon-le-8ands (Inhabitants) (1865), 13 L. T. 623). 

(e) Poor Relief Act, 1662 (14 Car. 2, c. 12), s. 1, as altered by the Poor 
Removal Act, 1795 (35 Geo. 3, o. 101), s. 1 ; and sc^ B, v. Atnpihill 
(Inhabf'tanU) (1824), 2 B. & C. ^47, per Bailey, J., at p. 853. 

(f) As to the expulsion of undesirable aliens, see title Aliens, Vtd. I., 
p. 323. 

(g) See p. 591, post. 



Part VII. — Removal. 


691 


fgr his maintenance (/i). For the purposes of chargeability, relief 
given to or on account of a wife, or to or on account of any child or 
children under the age of sixteen years, not being blind or deaf and 
dumb, is deemed to he given to the husband or the father, as the case 
may be (i). Relief given to an illegitimate child under the age of 
sixteen years is deemed to be given to the mother (/r). Relief 
given to a child over sixteen years of age, whether legitimate or 
illegitimate, and even though living with the parent, is not relief to 
the parent (I). 

1260. A person convicted of felony, or who is determined by 
justices to be a person of evil fame or a reputed thief, and is not 
able to give a satisfactory account of himself, or of his way of living, 
is considered to be actually chargeable to the parish in which he 
resides, though not in fact in receipt of relief, and may be removed 
to the parish of his last legal settlement (m\ and the same applies 
to a person convicted under the Vagrancy Act, 1824(??), as an 
idle and disorderly person (o) or as a rogue and vagabond (p). 

1251. Boards of guardians may consent, under their common 
seal, to receive a pauper without an order of removal, and in such 
case the guardians seeking to remove the pauper may do so without 
an order (</). 

Sect. 2. — Irremovahility. 

1252. A man cannot be removed from a parish in which he has 
an estate (?•), nor can his wife(«). Visitors, casuals, and way- 
farers (0 who become chargeable cannot be removed, unless it be 
shown that they came to the parish with an intention of residing 
there (a). Temporary sickness, even in the case of a resident, is not 

(h) 22. V. Ampihill (InhahitanU) (1824), 2 B. & C. 847 ; 22. v. Bedingham 
(Inhabitants) (1844), 5 Q. B, 653. 

(i) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 56 ; and tee, 
further, p. 574, ante, 

(k) Ibid., 8. 71. 

(l) Tt. v. St. Mary, Islington (1862), 3 B. & S. 46. 

(m) Poor Removal Act, 1795 (35 Geo. 3, c. 101), b. 5. 

(n) 5 Geo. 4, c. 83. 

(o) See p. 607, post. 

ip) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 20 ; see p. 610, post. As to 
the chargeability of released prisoners under the Released Persons (Poor 
Law Relief) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 14), see p. 569, ante. As to a certificate 
of chargeability, and its admission in evidence, see Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. o. 101), s 69 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1848 
(11 & 12 Viet. c. 110), 8. 11. As to the chargeability of pauper lunatics, 
see title Lunatics and Peksons op Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., pp. 489 
et seq. 

(q) Union ChargeabDity Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), s. 6. 

(r) B. V. MatloSc (Inhabitants) (1834), 1 Ad. & £1. 124 ; and see p. 582, 
ante. 

(s) 22. V. Ayihrop Booding (Inhabitants) (1756), Burr. S. C. 412 ; 22. v. 
Leeds (Inhabitants) (1764), Burr. S. C. 524. 

(() See p. 567, ante. 

(a) See Poor Relief Act, 1662 (14 Car. 2, o. 12), s. 1 ; 22. v. 8t. James^ 
Bury St. Edmunds (InhabitanU) (1808), 10 East, 25 ; 22. v. St, La/wrenae, 
Luwow (Inhabitants) (1821), 4 B. 6c Aid. 660 ; Tomlinson v. BentaU (1826), 

5 B. 6c 0. 738 ; B. v. Botherham (Inhabitants) (1842), 3 Q. B. 776. An 
intention to reside temporarily is sufficient to found a removal order (B» 
V. Woolpit (InJkabitanU) (1835), 4 Ad. 6c £1. 205). 
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SxoT. 2. a ground of removal (b). But if a visitor remains chargeable aft^t 
Irre- he is so restored as to be able to leave the parish if be wished, he 
movability. becomes removable (c). Exemption from liability to be removed 
does not confer any settlement (d). 

Resldeiice for 1263. No person can be removed, nor can a warrant be granted for 
m year. removal of a person, from any parish or from any part of a union (e), 
in which such person has resided for one year next before the 
application for the warrant (/). For poor law purposes ‘‘resided’^ 
means slept in the place, or having a sleeping place therein as an 
inhabitant (^r), and not as mere visitor (h). The one year’s residence 
must be continuous; if there is a break of residence the irremovability 
ceases, and the period of residence must start afresh (i). A temporary 
absence, with an intention to return, will not necessarily break the 
residence, but leaving for an indefinite time will generally constitute a 
break (A), though not if caused by the fraud or improper action of the 


(b) Poor Bomoval Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 66), b. 4, which provides that 
a warrant cannot be granted for the removal of a person who has become 
chargeable in respect of relief made necessary by sickness or accident, 
unless the justices granting the warrant state therein that they are satisfied 
that the sickness or accident will produce permanent disability (see E. v. 
Prior's Hardwick {InhahiUmts) (1849), 12 Q. B. 168 ; E. v. Halifax (Inhabit 
tam,U) (1848), 12 Q. B. 111). As to what is included in the expressions 

sickness,” “ accident,” and “ permanent disability,” see JK. v. 8t Qeorge, 
Middlesex (Inhabitants) (1862), 2 B. dz; S. 317 ; E> v. Whittlesey Over- 
seers (1863), 3 B. & S. 432; E. v. Huddersfield (Inhabitants) (1857), 7 
E. & B. 794 ; E. v. Bucknell (Inhabitcmts) (1864), 3 £. & B. 687. 

(c) E. V. CuckfieU (Inhabitants) (1856), 6 E. & B. 623. 

(d) Poor Bemoval Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 66), s. 6. But see, as to the 
acquirement of a settlement by residence. Divided Parishes and Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1876 (39 &; 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 34, and p. 679, ante. 

(e) The word ” parish ” includes any parish, city, borough, town, town- 
ship, liberty, precinct, vill, village, hamlet, tithing, chapelry, or any other 
place, or division or district of a place, maintaining its own poor, whether 
parochial or extra-parochial ; ana the word ” union ” includes any number 
of parishes incorporated for the relief and maintenance of the poor under 
any local Act (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 109). 

(f) Poor Bemoval Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 66), s. 1, as altered by the 
Poor Bemoval Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 65), s. 1, and the Union Charge- 
ability Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), s. 8. As to the application of this 

P rovision to a married woman, see Tewkesbury Union v. Birmingham 
ffUon, [1904] 2 K. B. 396. 

(g) See Blackwell v. England (1867), 8 E. & B. 641 ; E. v. 8t. Leonard, 
Shoreditch (1866), L. B. 1 Q. B. 21. As to the constructive residence of a 
sailor by reason of his wife’s residence, see West Ham Union v. Cardiff 
Union, [1895] 1 Q. B. 766 ; and in case of a doctor residing in an asylum, 
see E. V. Norwood (1867), L. B. 2 Q. B. 467 ; and see p. 586, ante. 

(h) See E. V. Stepney Union Guardians (1886), 62 L. T. 969. 

(i) B, V. St. Anne, Blackfriars (Inhabitants) (1863), 2 E. dc B. 441 ; E. 
T. St. Mary Arches, Exeter (Inhabitants) (1862), 1 B. dc S. 890. 

(k) See K, V. TacoVnestone (Inhabitants) (1849). 12 Q. B. 167 (seeking 
employment); E. v. Llanelly (Inhabitants) (1851), 17 Q. B. 40; E. v. 
Stapleton (Inhabitants) (1863), 1 E. dz; B. 766 (absence under contract) ; 
B. V. Brighthelmston (Directors of the Poor) (1866), 4 E. dc B. 236 
(mtention to return on completion of service) ; Wellington Overseers v. 
nkitehureh Overseers (1863), 4 B. dc S. 100 (remote return) ; E. v. Stour- 
bridge Union Guardians (1866), 29 J. P. 602 (conditional return) ; E. v. 
Olossop (1866), L. B. 1 Q. B. 227 (domestic servant) ; E. v. Whitby (1870), 
L. B. 6 Q. B. 326 (leaving must be voluntary) ; E. v. St. Ives (1872), 
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parish authorities (Z). The making of a removal order against the 
pauper does not constitute a break of residence, unless he is actually 
removed under the order (m). If a person becomes chargeable in 
any parish comprised in a union, not being the parish of his 
settlement, the period of residence in the settlement parish, if in the 
same union, must not be excluded in computing the time of residence 
required to render him exempt from removal (u). 

1254. In computing the period of one year there must be excluded 
the time during which the person has been in prison (o) ; or serving 
as a soldier, marine or sailor (p ) ; or residing as an in-pensioner in 
Greenwich or Chelsea Hospitals ; or confined in a lunatic asylum or 
house duly licensed or hospital registered for the reception of 
lunatics (^) ; or residing (r) as a patient in a hospital (s) ; or during 
which such person has received relief from any pari8h(f),or has been 


L. R. 7 Q. B. 467 (pauper leaving union) ; EnareshorougTi Union v. Pateley 
Bridge Union (1871), 25 L. T. 690 (right to return) ; Guildford Union v. 
8i. Olave'e Union (1872), 26 L. T. 803 (pauper); JK. v. Worcester Union 
(1874), L. R. 9 Q. B. 340 (pauper obtaining work); Newark Union v, 
Glanford Brigg (1876), 2 Q. B. D. 622 (unintentional removal); Man^ 
Chester Overseers v. Ormskirk Overseers (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 723 ; Totnes 
Union v. Cardiff Union (1886), 61 J. P. 133 ; Hendon Union v. Hampstead 
Guardians (1893). 62 L. J. (M. c.) 170 (child removing with parent) ; 
Cambridge Union v. Edmonton Union^ [1900] 2 Q. B. Ill ; Tendring Union 
V. Ipswich Union (1903), 67 J. P. 304 ; Plymouth Incorporation v. Poplar 
Gu'ndiins (1908), 72 J. P. 72. 

(Z) J2. V. 8t, Marylehone (Inhabitants) (1851), 16 Q. B. 299 : West Ham 
Union Guardians V, Poplar Union Guardians (1902), 66 J. P. 604. 

(m) See B, v. Hendon (InhabUants) (1863), 8 L. T. 276 ; and compare 
B. V. Halifax (Inhabitants) (1848), 12 Q. B. Ill ; B. v. 8eend (Inhabitants) 
(1848), 12 Q. B. 133. 

(n) Poor Removal Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 105), s. 1. The effect 
of this section, combined with the Poor Removal Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 65), s. 1, i« that a pauper cannot be removed from his parish of residence 
to his parish of settlement, if bpth are within th^ same union, so long as 
ho resided for a sufficient time in the union, though in different parishes 
(B. V. Bolton -le- 8 ands (Inhabitants) (1866), 13 L. T. 523). 

(o) Or detained in or absent under licence from a State inebriate refor- 
matory or a certified inebriate reformatory (Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 
Viet. c. 60), 8. 22). As to prisoners, see B. v. Pott 8hrigley (Inhabitants) 
(1848), 12 Q. B. 143; B. v. Holbeck Overseers (1861), 16 Q. B. 404; 
Hartfield v. Botherficld (1852), 17 Q. B.746; B. v. Potterhanworth (Inhabi- 
tants) (1858), 1 £. &; £. 262. 

(p) See Easton Overseen v. 8t, Afar?/, Marlborough, Overseers (1867), L. R. 
2 Q. B. 128 ; Horton Overseers v. Leeds Overseers (1855), 5 £. & B. 595 
(militiaman). 

(q) See generally title Luxatics and Persons of Unsound Mind, 
Vol. XIX., pp. 474 et sea. 

(r) See 8t. Olave's Union v. Canterbury Union, [1897] 1 Q. B. 082, C. A. ; 
Dorchester Union Guardians v. Weymouth Union Guardians (1885), 16 
Q. B. D. 31. 

(s) A home for epileptics has been held to be a hospital (Ormskirk 
Union v. Chorlton Union, [1903] 2 K. B. 498, C. A.) ; also, by quarter 
sessions, a seaside homo (Christchurch Union Guardians v. St, Mary^ 
Islington, Guardians (1006), 70 J. P. 247). 

(t) As relief to wife or to children under sixteen is relief to the husband 
or parent (see pp. 574, 590, 591, ante), the period during which such 
relief has been given must be excluded in calculating the period of 
residence (Ipswich Union Guardians v. West Ham Union Guardians (1887), 
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wholly or in part maintained by any rate or subscription raised ip a 
parish in which such person does not reside, not being a hon^ fide 
charitable gift (fO ; the time during which a child is detained in a 
certified school (a); and the time during which a person is detained 
in a retreat under the Habitual Drunkards Act', 1879 (/>). 

1255. The removal of a lunatic pauper to an asylum, licensed 
house, or registered hospital, or of a pauper, otherwise than under a 
removal order, from his place of abode to the workhouse of the 
union, is not an interruption of his residence, but the time spent in 
the asylum, licensed house, hospital, or workhouse, and the time 
during which the person is relieved at the charge of the common fund 
of the union, must be wholly excluded from the computation of the 
time of residence which will exempt a poor person from being 
removed (c). 

1266. When a person has a wife or ' children (d) who have no 
other settlement than his or her own, such wife and children are 
removable when he or she is removable, and are not removable when 
he or she is not removable either by reason of having acquired 
a settlemenjttor a status of irremovability (/). As a general rule, 
a removal order cannot operate to part husband and wife who are 
living together, unless both consent (< 7 ). 

1257. A widow cannot be removed from the parish in which she 
resided with her husband (fe) at the time of bis death, for twelve 


20 Q. B. D. 407). But relief to a parent on account of a child may also bo 
considered as relief to the child (R. v, Shavington-cum-Qresley Ovtirseers 
(1861), 16 J. P. 499). 

(u) Poor Removal Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 66), s. 1. The effect of the 
provision is that the specified periods are to be e\'cludcd both in computing 
whether the person has resid^ for one year altogetlier in the parish, ana 
also whether he has resided there for one year before the application for the 
removal order (IlaHfleld v. Rotherfield (1862), 17 Q. B. 746; R. v. 8t. 
'Andrew, Eolbom (1862), 17 Q. B. 746, 153 ; and see Weet Ham Union v. 
Poplar Union (1906), 70 J. P. 266). As to maintenance by rate or subscrip- 
tion, see Fulham Guardians v. Thanet Guardians (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 639, 
C. A. 

(a) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 89. See title Education, 
Vol. XII., pp. 71 et seq. 

(b) 42 & 43 Viet. c. 19, s. 32. See titles Cktminal L.aw and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., p. 417; Intoxicating Liquors, Vol. XVIII., pp. 163, 170. 

(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 103), s. 4 ; and see 
title Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., pp. 496 et seq. 

id) ** Children includes illegitimate children {Braintree Union v. Rock* 
ford Union (1911), 106 L. T. 60). 

(e) Poor Removal Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. Ill), s. 1. 

if) See B. V. SL Ebbe's {Inhabitants) (1848), 12 Q. B. 137; R. v. All 
Saints, Derby {Inhabitant8){l84d), 14 Q. B. 207 ; Much Boole Overseers v, 
Preston Overseerft (1861), 17 Q. B. 648 ; R. v. East Sionehouse (InhabitanU) 
(1864), 3 £. & B. 696. 

(g) See R. v. SU Mary, Beverley {Inhabitants) (1830), 1 B. & Ad. 201 ; B, v. 
Stogumber (Inhabitants) (1839), 9 Ad. & £1. 622 ; E. v. Leeds {Inhabitants) 
(1844), 5 Q. B. 916. As to the right of consortium, see title Husband and 
Wife, Vol. XVL, p. 318. But the consent of a lunatic does not appear 
to be nccessaxy; see JS. v. Preston Guardians (1888), 11 Q. B. D. 113. 

{h) As to residence together, see B. v. East Sionehouse {Inhabitants) (1856), 
4 E. & B. 901 ; B. v. Si, Marylebone {Inhabitants) (1851), 16 Q« B. 299. 
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calendar months next after bis death, if she so long continue a 
widow (t). 

1258. A woman deserted by her husband who, after his desertion, 
resides for one year in such a manner as would, if she were a widow, 
render her exempt from removal, may not be removed from the 
parish where she is resident, unless her husband returns to cohabit 
with her( j). 

1259. A child under the age of sixteen years, whether legitimate 
or illegitimate, who resides with his or her father or mother, 
step-father or step-mother (k), or reputed father, cannot be removed 
from the parish of such residence in any case where the parent or 
other such person cannot lawfully be removed (Z); a child, however, 
is removable when its parent is removable (in). 

1260. If a child under the age of sixteen years residing with its 
surviving parent is left an orphan, and such parent has at the time 
of death acquired an exemption from removal by reason of a con- 
tinued residence, the orphan, if not otherwise irremovable, is exempt 
from removal in the manner, and to the extent, as if it had then 
acquired for itself an exemption by residence (??). 

1261. A child under the age of seven years which is residing with 
its mother cannot be removed from her, even with the mother’s 
consent (o). This rule applies whether the child is legitimate or 
illegitimate (p). But if continuance with the mother is rendered 
impossible by the latter being sent to prison or to a reformatory (q), 
or will be dangerous to the child, as where the mother becomes 
insane (r), a child under seven may be removed to its place of 
settlement without the mother. 

(i) Poor Removal Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet c. 66), s. 2. 

(/) Poor Removal Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. e. 66), b. 3, as altered by the 
Poor Law Amendment Aet, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 113), s. 17. For what 
amounts to desertion, see E. v. St. Islington (1870), L. R. 6 Q. B. 

445 ; E. V. Maidstone Union (1879), 6 Q. B. D. 31 ; E. v. Coohham Union 
(1882), 9 Q. B. D. 622 ; Southwark Union v. City of London Union, [1906] 
2 K. B. 112, C. A. ; Bristol Union Guardians v. Paddington Guardians 
(1906), 70 J. P. 447 ; Eastbourne Guardians v. Croydon Union, [1910] 2 
K. B. 16. A deserted wife may aequire a settlement by reason of her 
status of irremovability (Bethnal-Green Guardians v. Paddington Guardians, 
[1912] 2 K. B. 836; and see note (o), p. 679, ante). 

(k) Step-ehildren are members of a man’s family, and he is bound to 
maintain them ; see Poor Law Amendment Aet, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), 

B. 67, and p. 673, ante. 

(l) Poor Removal Aet, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. o. 66), s. 3. See Kingston- 
upon-Eull Incorporation for the Poor v. Hackney Union, [1911] 1 K. B. 748, 

C. A. ; Fulham Parish v. Woolwich Union, [1907] A. C. 266 ; Maidstone 
Union v. Wan^worth Union (1906), 70 J. P. 403; West Earn Union v. 
Eolheach Union, [1906] A. C. 450. 

■ (m) Poor Removal Act, 1848 (11 &; 12 Viet. e. Ill), s. 1 ; see p. 69t, ante, 

(n) Poor Removal Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 65), s. 2. For exemption 
by residence, see p. 592, ante. 

(o) E. V. Birmingham (InhahitanU) (1843), 5 Q. B. 210. 

(p) Cripplegaie v. St. Saviour^s (1710), 2 Bott’s Poor Laws by Const., 
6th ed., 13. 

(q) E. V. St. Clement Danes (Inhabitants) (1862), 3 B. 6: S. 143 ; and see 
E. V. Combs (Inhabitants) (1856), 6 E. & B. 892. 

(r) E. V. Barnet Union Guardians (1888), 68 L. T. 947. 
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1262 . As a general rule, a child reaches the age of emancipation 
at sixteen, and may then acquire a status of irremovability, or be 
removed, without reference to the status of its parent (s). 

1263 . The alteration of a union by the addition or subtraction of 
a parish or part of a parish does not affect the status of irremov- 
ability acquired by any person in the added or separated parish (i). 

Sect. Removal Orders. 

Sub-Sect. 1.— 2'Ae Order, 

1264 . For the purposes of relief, settlement, and removal the 
workhouse of any union or parish is considered as being situated 
in the parish to which the poor person concerned is or has been 
chargeable (a), and since all relief is now charged upon the common 
fund of the union (6), removal orders are obtained by the guardians 
of the union or parish to which the pauper is chargeable, and are 
addressed to the guardians of the union in which the pauper was 
last settled (c). 

1265 . A removal order may be made by two justices acting 
together (d), by a metropolitan police magistrate (/')» and by a 
stipendiary magistrate (/*), after an examination of the pauper, and 
of such other witnesses as may be necessary to prove the pauper’s 
settlement (^). If, however, a pauper is by age, illness, or inOrmity, 
unable to be brought up to petty sessions to be examined as to his 
settlement, the examination may be made by a single justice, who 
may report to petty sessions, and such report may be acted upon 
as if the pauper had appeared before two justices (/i). 


(«) See p. 689, ante. See, however, Milford and Launditch Union 
Guirdians v. Wayland Union Guardians (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 164, C. A., 
where Lord Esher, M.R., at p. 170, said that the object of the Poor 
Kemoval Act, 1848 (9 & 10 Viet. o. 66), s. 1, was to prevent the separa- 
tion of families so long as the family continued to be one family living 
together, whether the children were under or over sixteen. 

(0 Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), b. 34; see 
p. 677, ante. 

(a) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 66. 

(b) See p. 649, ante, 

(c) See Union Chargeability Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), ss. 1 — 3, 
and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 106), b. 24. As to 
the power of guardians of a parish to apply for a removal order with the 
consent of the Local Government Board, Bee Divided Parishes and Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 26. In applying for 
removal from metropolitan parishes, regard must be had to any private 
Act relating to the particular parish. Guardians may obtain production 
of parish books etc. for removal purposes ; see Union Chargeability Act, 
1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), s. 6. 

(d) Poor Belief Act, 1662 (14 Car. 2, c. 12), s. 1 ; Poor Removal Act, 
1795 (36 Geo. 3, c. 101), s. 1. 

(e) Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71), s. 14. 

if) Stipendiary Magistrates Act, 1868 (21 & 22 Viet. o. 73), s. 1. 

Ig) It IB usual to examine the pauper, but it is not absolutely necessary 
(B, V. Everdon {Inhabitants) (1807), 9 East, 101). As to process for bringing 
up a pauper or witnesses for examination, see Poor Law Amendment Act, 
1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 70. 

{h) Poor (Settlement and Removal) Act, 1809 (49 Greo. 3, o. 124), s. 4. 
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4266. If a prisoner, or a person in custody under a warrant of ». 

commitment, has a wife or child, a justice may examine such prisoner RemoTal 
or person upon oath touching the place of his or her last legal settle- Orders, 
ment. The examination must be taken down in writing, and be Examination 
signed by the justice, and is then receivable in evidence as to such of prisoners, 
settlement before any justices, for the purpose of any order of 
removal, but for so long only as the person so examined continues 
a prisoner (i). 

1267. If a person is apprehended under circumstances that denote inquiry in 
a derangement of mind and a purpose of committing some indictable 

crime, he may be ordered by justices to be conveyed to the county fJJiatic, 
lunatic asylum, or to some hospital or place for the reception of 
insane persons, and such justices may inquire into the place of the 
last legal settlement of such person, and make an order upon the 
union of settlement to pay for his maintenance in the asylum or 
other place (/l). 

1268. The examination must show that the pauper is then resid- What must 
ingin the applicants’ union and is actually chargeable thereto (/), 

and that he is settled in a parish in the union to which he is to be 
removed (m). 

1269. The depositions on which an order for removal is made Depositions, 
must be retained by the clerk to the justices, who must furnish a 

copy to the guardians of the parish to which removal is ordered, on 
application and payment of the prescribed fee of 2d. a folio (n). 

1270. If satisfied of the truth of the applicants’ statements, the The removal 
justices or magistrate may make an order for the removal of the 

pauper (o). The order must show that the justices or magistrate 
had jurisdiction (p), and must be under the hand and seal of the 
several justices or the magistrate making it (q). 

(t) Poor Relief Act, 1810 (59 Geo. 3, c. 12), s. 28. 

(k) Criminal Lunatics Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 14), s. 2. For the removal 
of pauper lunatics in general, see title Lukatics and Persons op Unsound 
Mind, Vol. XIX., pp. 496 et sea, 

(l) B, V. St,’ Fault Covent Garden {Inhabitants) (1847), 7 Q. B. 633 ; 

B, V. Black Calleiion {Inhahttantn) (1839), 10 Ad. & El. C79. 

(w) The settlement must be fully proved ; see B, v. West Biding of York- 
shire Justices (1842), 2 Q. B. 606. For form of examination, see Archbold, 

Poor Law, 15th ed., p. 666. 

(n) Poor Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. o. 31), s. 3. 

(o) Mandamus does not lie to compel justices to make an order (B. v. 

Bogers (1843). 12 L. J. (m. c.) 60). 

(p) See B, V. Ohilverscoton (Inhabitants) (1799), 8 Term Rep. 178 ; B, 

V. Oasterton (Inhabita/nts) (1844), 6 Q. B. 607 ; B. v. St. Giles in the Fields 
(Inhabitants) (1846), 7 Q. B. 629 ; B, v. Stockton (Inhabitants) (1845), 7 
Q. B. 620; B, v. Hammersmith (Inhabitants) (1848), 11 Q. B. 391 ; B, 

V. Halifax (Inhabitants) (1848), 12 Q. B. 111. Where a union extends 
into several distinct jurisdictions, eve^ matter, act, charge, or complaint 

by which the guardians thereof are affected, or in which they have any v 

interest, is deemed, for the purpose of jurisdiction, to arise or exist equally 
throughout the union (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 dt 31 Viet. 

0. 106), s. 27). 

(q) An impressed seal etc. is sufficient (B. v. St. Paul, Covent Garden 
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1271. Guardians who have obtained an order for removal m^ay 
abandon it, whether an appeal is pending or not, by notice* in 
writing to the guardians of the parish to which removal is ordered. 
On abandonment the order becomes entirely null and void, and the 
guardians obtaining it must pay to the other side any costs properly 
incurred by the latter by reason of the order, such costs to be taxed, 
out of court if necessary, by the officer of the court before whom an 
appeal might have been brought (r).^ 

1272. Justices may suspend the execution of a removal order in 
the case of a sick or infirm person until satisfied that it can be 
executed safely ; but the continuance in the place of such person 
owing to the suspension will not count towards the acquirement of 
a settlement therein, and the charges incurred during the period 
of suspension will be payable by the union to which removal is 
ordered («). The justice or justices who subsequently direct the 
enforcement of a suspended removal order need not be the 
suspending justice or justices (0* 

V Where the execution of a removal order is suspended during the 
dangerous illness or other infirmity of a person directed to be 
removed, it is also suspended for the same period with respect to 
every other person named therein who was actually of the house- 
hold or family of such sick or infirm person at the time of the 
making of the order of removal (a). 

The order for suspension must be indorsed on the order for 
removal, and a copy of the indorsed order, together with a notice 
of chargeability and a statement of the grounds of removal, must 


{Inhahitantff) (1845), 7 Q. B. 232). For forms of order of removal, see Poor 
Kemoval Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 117), Sched. C ; Poor Removal Act, 1863 
(26 & 27 Viet. c. 89), Scheds. ; Archbold, Poor Law, 15th ed., p. 669 ; 
Davey, Poor Law Settlement and Removal, p. 156. 

(r) Poor Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 31), s. 8. The costs 
may be taxed out of sessions (E. v. Westmoreland Justices (1843), 12 L. J. 
(M. c.) 113). As to appeals, see p. 602, post. For form of notice of 
abandonment, see Archbold, Poor Law, 16th ed.,p. 672 ; Davey, Poor Law 
Settlement and Removal, p. 158. 

(«) Poor Removal Act, 1795 (36 Geo. 3, c. 101), s. 2; Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 106), s. 26 ; see p. 599, post. As to interim 
payments, see Poor Law Amendment Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 105), 
8. 8. The guardians in whose favour a suspended order has been made may 
send a quarterly account to the guardians of the union upon which it was 
made of the costs incurred in the maintenance of the pauper and his 
family, and in default of payment may recover the amount in the county 
court (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 106), s. 26). An 
order for costs of maintenance under a suspended order cannot be made 
ex parte {B. v. Wilkinson, [1891] 1 Q. B. 722). As to acquiring status of 
irremovability during susi^nsion, see B. v. 8t, John's, Hackney {Inhabi- 
iants) (1835), 2 Ad. & £1. 548; B. v. Ohagford (Inhabitmts) (1821), 4 
B. &; Aid. 235. 

(t) Poor (Settlement and Removal) Act, 1809 (49 Geo. 3, c. 124), s. 1. 
For form of permission to remove, see Archbold, Poor Law, 15tii ed., 
p. 677. 

(a) Poor (Settlement and Removal) Act, 1809 (49 Geo. 3, c. 124), s. 3. 
The law as to sending and service of copies of removal orders (see p. 699, 
post), applies to suspended orders (Poor Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 
Viet. c. 31), s. 10). 
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be sent to the guardians of the other union, as in ordinary cases, 
within ten days (h). 

The time for appealing against a suspended order is computed 
from the service of the order, and not from the time of making the 
removal under the order (r). 

1273. A p3or person cannot be removed under a removal order 
until twenty-one days after a notice in writing of his chargeability, 
accompanied by a copy of the order of removal, and by a statement 
in writing, signed by three guardians, of the grounds of removal, has 
been sent by post or otherwise by the removing union to the union 
to which removal is directed. The guardians of the latter union 
may, however, agree to receive the pauper under the order before 
the expiration of the twenty-one days. If within the twenty-one 
days notice of appeal against the removal order i8gi\en, the removal 
cannot be made until after the time for prosecuting the appeal has 
expired, or until after the final determination of such appeal (d). If 
depositions have been applied for, the poor person cannot be removed 
under the order until the expiration of the further period of fourteen 
days allowed for notice of appeal {e). 

1274. The union to which a poor person whose settlement was in 
qu )Stion is admitted or finally adjudged to belong is chargeable with 
and liable to pay the cost and expense of the relief and main- 
tenance of such poor person, but no relief given under a suspended 
order (/) is recoverable unless notice of that order has been given 
within ten days of the making thereof to the union to which it is 
directed (ci). 

1275. Notices and other documents required to be given by 
guardians in connection with removal orders will be sufficiently 
authenticated if signed by their clerk in their name, and will be duly 
served if handed to the clerk of the other union, or left at his office, 
or sent by post to him at his office (//)• 

(b) See Poor Law Amendment Act. 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), ss. 79, 84 ; 
Poor Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 31), ss. 10 ; see the text, 
infra. For form of suspension order, see Archbold, Poor Law, 15th ed., 
p. 674. 

(c) Poor (Settlement and Removal) Act, 1839 (49 Geo. 3, c. 124), s. 2 ; 
see R. V. Chedfjrave {Inhah'tinU) (1850), 12 Q. B. 206; R. v. Alnwick 
(InhahitanU) (i821), 6 B. & Aid. 184. As to appeals generally, see p. 602, 
post. 

(d) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 79, as 

amended by Poor Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 31), ss. 1, 2; 
and see ibid., s. 9. « , 

{e) Poor Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 31). s. 9. For form 
of notice of chargeability and grounds of removal, see Archbold, Poor Law, 
15th ed., p. 685. 

if) See p. 598, ante. ^ „ 

(g) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 84. For 
the recovery of expenses in the case of a pauper lunatic, see title 
Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind, Vol. XIX., pp. 488 et eeq , 
and R. v. llaiherion {Lord), Ex parte Ormskirk Union, [1912] 1 K. B. 616, 

(t) Union Chargeability Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. o. 79), s. 4 ; and see Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 105), s. 10, 
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Poor Law. 
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Removal 

Orders. 

To whom 
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Unlawful 

removal. 


Sub- Sect. 2.— TAs Removal. 

(i.) In England. 

1276. A pauper who has been ordered to be removed may be 
delivered to the master or to any officer of the workhouse of the 
union or parish in which his settlement has been adjudicated (t). 
Persons may be employed to conduct the pauper to his destina- 
tion (it), and the Local Government Board may by order prescribe 
the extent to which guardians may pay the expenses of removing 
paupers from one place to another in England and charge the 
expenses to the common fund of the union, or other like fund under 
their control (/). 

1277. A person employed to execute a removal warrant who 
wilfully deserts any person therein mentioned, before he or she has 
been conveyed to the place of destination, is guilty of a misde- 
meanour: and punishable with a fine not exceeding dSlO, and 
in default of payment imprisonment for not exceeding three 
months (/??). 

1278. A workhouse master who refuses to receive the person 
named in a warrant of removal is subject to a penalty of £10 
for each case of refusal. In England, the penalty may be recovered 
by the person applying for the warrant, by action in any county 
court or other court of competent jurisdiction in the place where the 
master is resident at the time the action is brought (/?)• A man- 
damus does not lie to compel guardians or officers to receive a 
removed pauper (o), 

1279. An officer of a parish or union (p) who unlawfully removes 
a poor person, or procures it to be done, or improperly induces a 
poor person to depart from the parish, in consequence whereof such 
poor person becomes chargeable to some other parish, may, on 
summary conviction (q), be fined any sum not less than 40». and not 
exceeding £5 (r). 


(t) Poor Hemoval Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 66), a. 7 ; Union Chargeability 
Act, 1865 (28 &: 29 Viet. c. 79), a. 2. As to demand for costs of maintenance, 
Bee Poor Law Amendment Act, 1861 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 106), s. 13. 

(k) See Poor Relief Act, 1814 (54 Geo. 3, c. 170), s. 10. 

(l) Paupers Conveyance (Expenses) Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 48), s. 1 ; 
see Pau^rs’ Conveyance (Expenses) Order, 7th February, 1898 (Stat. 
R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., Poor, England, p. 231), which is expressly preserved 
by the Relief Regulation Order, 1911. 

(m) Poor Removal Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 80), s. 4. 

(n) Poor Removal Act, 1862 (25 26 Viet. c. 113), s. 5. See also 

Poor Relief Act, 1691 (3 Will. & Mar. c. 11), s. 9, which imposed a penalty 
of £5 upon churchwardens or overseers refusing to receive a removed 
pauper. 

(o) Ex varte Downton Ovefseers (1858), 8 E. & B. 866. 

Ip) Including an overseer (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1851 (14 & 15 
Viet. c. 106), 8. 11). 

(q) For venue, see ibid. 

(r) Poor Law Removal Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 66), s. 6. The penalty 

is applied in aid of the poor rate ox the parish to which the poor person 
became chargeable in consequence of the improper action of the officer 
(Poor Law Amendment Act, 1851 (14 15 Viet. c. 105), s. 11). 
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1280. A removed pauper who returns and bee omes chargeable to 
the union from which he was removed within the period of twelve 
months from such removal, without the consent of the guardians 
who procured his removal, may be dealt with as an idle and dis- 
orderly person (s). 

(iis) Out of England, 

1281. If any person born in Scotland or Ireland, or in the Isle 
of Man, Scilly Isles, Jersey, or Guernsey (t). who has not acquired a 
settlement in England, becomes chargeable in England, by reason 
of relief given to himself or herself, or to his wife, or to any legiti- 
mate or bastard child, such person, his wife, and any child so 
chargeable, may be removed to the country or island of birth by an 
order of justices (i/). The removal will be at the expense of the 
union or parish obtaining the order (a), though in certain cases 
recoupment may be had from the county rate or borough fund (6). 

A person who has resided continuously for five years in England 
cannot be removed to Ireland (c),and no person can be held to have 
acquired a settlement in any parish in Scotland by residence therein 
for less than three years (d), 

1282. A guardian, relieving officer, or overseer may take and 
convey before a court of petty sessions, without summons or warrant, 
any poor person who has become chargeable, and who he has reason 
to believe is liable to be removed from England, and the court may 
proceed to determine the matter (c). 

1283. A warrant for removal from England to Ireland or Scotland 
can only be granted by a court of petty sessions, stipendiary or 
metropolitan police magistrate sitting in court (/), and lha justices 
or magistrate must be satisfied by personal inspection or inquiry 
that every person who is proposed ta be removed by the warrant is in 
such a state of health as not to be liable to suffer bodily or mental 
injury by the removal. Application for the warrant must be made 
by the relieving officer or other officer of the guardians of the 
union or parish where the person has become chargeable, and the 
warrant must contain the name and reputed age of every person to 


{«) Union Chargeability Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), s. 7 ; and see 
p. 607, 'post, 

(t) As to the dependency of the smaller Channel Islands upon Jersey or 
Guernsey, see title Dependencies and Colonies, Vol. X., p, 676. 

(u) Poor Removal Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 117), s. 2. As to the right of 
an Irish board of guardians to object to a removal order, see Poor Removal 
Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 89), s. 7. As to the removal to England of 
English-born persons becoming chargeable in Scotland, see Poor Law (Scot- 
land) Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet, c. 83), and Poor Law (Scotland) Act, 1898 
(61 & 62 Viet. c. 21). 

(а) Poor Removal Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 117), s. 2. 

(б) See ibid,, s. 6. 

(c) Poor Removal Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 23), s. 1. 

(d) See Poor Law (Scotland) Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 21), s. 1. 

(f) Poor Removal Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 33), s. 1. 'Phe guardian 
etc. so acting has all the powers of a constable {ibid., s. 3). 

if) Poor Removal Act, 1862 (26 & 26 Viet, c. 113), s. I ; Poor Removal 
(No. 2) Act, 1861 (24 26 Viet. c. 76), s. 1. 
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Poor Law. 


SaoT. s. 
Banoral 
Orders. 


llemoval by 
consent. 


Women and 
children. 


be removed thereunder, the name of the place in Scotland oiflreland 
where the court finds such person to have been born or to have last 
resided for the space of five years in the case of removal to Scot- 
land or for three years in the case of removal to Ireland, and 
a statement as to the examination as to the state of health. The 
warrant must be addressed to the party applying for it, and to the 
parochial board, or poor inspector, or the guardians, as the case 
may be, of the union or parish to which removal is directed, and a 
copy of the warrant must be given, by and at the cost of the person 
applying for it, to the person or the head of the family about to be 
removed thereunder (j). A copy must be sent by post by the 
guardians obtaining the warrant to the poor inspector, or the 
clerk of the guardians of the union to which removal is ordered, 
as the case may be, and also a copy of the depositions, if applied 
for within three months from the date of the warrant {h\ 

1284. In the case of a native of Ireland who has been absent 
from that country for less than a year, he may consent and may 
then be removed to some place other than that as above described ; 
and in any case where the place of birth or continued residence 
cannot be ascertained, removal may be ordered to the most con- 
venient port in Ireland or port or parish in Scotland (i). 

1285. A woman or a child under fourteen must not be removed 
as a deck passenger from England to Scotland or Ireland between 
Ist October and 81st March (/c). 


Who may 
appeal. 


Sub-Skc r. 3.— A iqmls. 

(i.) To Quarter Sesbioue. 

1286. A person or persons aggrieved by the making of a removal 
order or order of settlement may appeal to the next practicable 
general quarter sessions for the county, riding, division, city, or 
town from which the person was removed or in which he is 
adjudged to be settled (Z). By person aggrieved is meant either the 


(g) Poor Removal (No. 2) Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 7C), ss. 1, 2 ; Poor 
Removal Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 113), ss. 1, 2. 

(h) Poor Removal (No. 2) Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 76), s. 3; Poor 
Removal Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 113), s. 3. 

(t) Poor Removal (No. 2) Act, 1861 (24 & 25 YLt. o. 76), s. 2; Poor 
Removal Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 113), s. 2. 

(fc) Poor Removal (No. 2) Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 76), s. 6 ; Poor 
Removal Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 113), b. 7. Penalty not exceeding £5 
on summary conviction. The offence is deemed to have been committed 
at the port of landing (Poor Removal Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 89), s. 5). 

{1) Poor Relief Act, 1662 (14 Car. 2, c. 12), s. 2; Poor Relief Act, 
1691 (3 Will. & Mar. c. 11), s. 8 ; stat. (1696) 8 & 9 Will. 3, c. 30), s. 6 ; 
Poor Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 31), s. 9. Appeals 
from orders of removal are not governed by the procedure laid down 
by the Summary Jurisdiction Acts (Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848 
(11 & 12 Viet. c. 43), 8. 35; see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 611 ; 
and see R, v. Somersetshire Justices (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 625). In a place 
not having quarter sessions, but only general sessions, the appeal lies to 
the gener^ sessions (R. v. Carmarthen Justices (1821), 4 B. d£ Aid. 291), 
and where there are both quarter and general sessions, as in London and 
Middlesex, the appeal is to the quarter sessions (R. v. Middlesex Justices 
(1843), 4 Q. B. 807). In quarter sessions boroughs the recorder has 
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pauper (???) or the guardians of the union or parish to which 
removal has been ordered (?i). An individual parishioner or rate- 
payer cannot appeal 00* 

1287. Where a union extends into several distinct jurisdictions, 
the appeal is governed by the jurisdiction of the justices who made 
the order (p). 

1288. The appeal must be to the next practicable quarter or 
peneral sessions after service of the order for rempval, which means 
the next sessions the date of which allows for due observance of 
the requirements as to notice of appeal laid down by statute or* 
by the practice of the particular sessions to which the api>eal is to 
be taken {q). 

1289. Notice of appeal must be given within twenty-one days 
after service of the notice of chargeability and of the statement of 
the grounds of removal (?•), unless within such period of twenty-one 
days a copy of the depositions has been applied for, when a further 
period of fourteen days after the sending of the copy is allowed («). 
The length of the notice of appeal varies from six to twenty-eight 
days according to the practice of the sessions to which the appeal 
is taken (t). But objection on the ground of a short notice may be 
waived (a). 

1290. If notice of appeal is given, the guardians of the appellant 
union, their solicitor, and authorised agents, must be given free 
access, at proper times, to the poor person concerned, for the pur- 
pose of examining him as to his settlement, and may be permitted 
to remove him, at their expense, for the purpose of examination 
and for such time as may be necessary (/?). 

1291. The appellants must, either with the notice of appeal, or 
fourteen days at least before the first day of the sessions at which 


exclusive jurisdiction to hear appeals from removal orders made by the 
borough justices (Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), 
s. 166; jK. V. Suffolk Justices (1841), 2 Q. B. 85; E, v. St, EdmuntTSf 
Salisbury {Inhabitants) (1841), 2 Q, B. 72). 

(m) B. V. Harifield {Inhabitants) (1692), Carth. 222. 

(n) Union Chargeability Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), s. 3 ; Divided 
Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 25. 

( 0 ) B, V. Colbeck (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 161. 


Ip) See Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 106), s. 27 ; 
B, V. Staffordshire Justices (1872), L. R. 7 Q. B. 288. 



West Biding of Yorkshire Justices (1858), E. B. & E. 713 ; B, v. Skircoat 
{Inhabitants) (1869), 2 E. & E. 186 ; B, v. Sussex Justices (1866), 4 B. S. 
966, Ex. Ch. ; B, v. Derbyshire Justices (1871), 35 J. P. 663. 

(r) See p. 699, ante. 

{s) Poor Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 31), s. 9 ; see also 
Poor ReUef Act, 1722 (9 Geo. 1, c. 7), s. 8. 

(f) See B. V. Sussex Justices, supra; B. v. Derby {Becorder) (1860), 20 
L. J. (m. c.) 44. 

(a) See B* v. Wickenl^ {Inhabitants) (1862), 16 J. P. 683 ; B. v. Berlford* 
shire Juttioes (1833), 4 B. 6c Ad. 661. 

{b) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 80. 
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POOB LiW. 


SicT. B the appeal is intended to be tried, send or deliver to the respondent! 
Removal a written statement of the grounds of the appeal. This is a con- 
Orders. dition precedent to the hearing of the appeal. At the hearing 
neitlier party can go into or give evidence of any other grounds of 
removal or of appeal than such as are set forth in the aforesaid 
order or statement (r). The statement may be sent by po8t(d)« 
It may object that the procedure prescribed has not been followed, 
that the order of removal or notice of chargeability is bad, specify- 
ing the defect (e), and it should traverse any statement in the 
ground of removal that is not admitted (/), and set up any matters 
on which the appellants intend to rely(^). 

A statement of frivolous or vexatious grounds of removal or 
of appeal may cause the offending party to be mulcted in 
costs (It), 


Objections. 


Abandon- 
ment of 
appeal. 


1292. Objections of defect in form of the statement of grounds of 
removal or of appeal must not be allowed unless the court is of opinion 
that the alleged ground is so imperfectly or incorrectly set forth as 
to be insufficient to enable the party receiving the same to inquire 
into the subject of such statement, and to prepare for trial, and even 
when the court considers that an objection ought to prevail it may 
amend the defect, upon such terms as to costs and postponement 
of trial as appears just and reasonable (i). Such amendment may 
extend to the addition of an entirely new ground of appeal, and the 
decision of the court thereon is final (/r). 

1293. An appeal may be abandoned in the same way as a removal 
order (i). On abandonment the respondents may apply to sessions 
for their costs (in). 


(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 70), s. 81 ; Poor 
Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 31), ss. 1, 2. 

(d) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 105), s. 10. 

(e) See JR, v. St. Anne, Westminster {Inhabitants) (1846), 7 Q. B. 241. 

if) B, V. UockwoHhy {Inhabitants) (i837), 7 Ad. &; El. 492; B. v. St, 

John, Margate {Inhabitants) (1841), 1 Q. B. 252 ; B. v. Bedingham 
(/nAub/fanfa) (1844), 5 Q. B. 653 ; B. v. Latchford {Inhabitants) (1844), 6 
Q. B. 567 ; B, v. Ellesmere {Inhabitants) (1849), 12 Q. B. 19, If a 
removal order is made on the ground that the poor person was born in the 
parish to which removal is sought, the onus of proving that another 
seftlement had been acquired is upon the objecting parish {Ueadington 
Union Ouardi'ins v. Ipswich Union Guardians (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 143, 
C. A.). If the adjudicated settlement is not denied in the statement of 
grounds of appeal, the respondents need not prove it {B. v. Uodeworthy 
(Inhabitants), supra), 

(<jf) See generally, as to grounds of appeal. Archbold, Poor Law, 16th ed., 
pp. 704 — 716. For form of notice and grounds of appeal, see ibid,, p. 717. 

(A) Poor Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 31), s. 6. 

{%) Ibid., 8. 4. See also, as to amendment, Quarter Sessions Appeal 
Act, 1731 (6 Geo. 2, o. 19). 

(A) B. V. Buyton of the Eleven Towns {Inhabitants) (1861), 1 B. &; S. 
634; B, V. Llamgenny {Inhabitants) (1863), 4 B. & S. 311 : Cheltenham 
Union Guardians v. Birmingham Guardians (1874), 30 L. T. 702. 

{1) See p. 698, ante. 

(w) Stat. (1696) 8 & 9 Will. 3, c. 30, s. 3 ; B, y, Montgomeryshire 
Justices (1868), 33 J. P. 6; B, v. Leeds (Becorder) (1861), 3 £. A £• 
601 ; B, V. Over (Inhabitants) (1849), 14 Q. B. 426* 
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12d4> The proceed iug$ at the hearing of the appe.il are regulated 
by the practice of the particular sessions, and by the grounds for the 
apiieal. The respondents ^ve (ibe right to begin, unless tlie whole 
of the respondents’ case itf'admittod, or deemed to be admitted, by 
the grounds of appeal, in which case the appellants begin (n). 
The respondents may call other witnesses than those examined 
before the justices, and are not obliged to call those who were so 
examined (o). 

1295. The decision of "the court upon the hearing of an appeal 
against an order of removal, whether upon the sufficiency and 
effect of the statement of the grounds of removal and of appeal, 
and of the notice of chargeability, and of the copy or counterpart 
of the order of removal sent to the appellants, or upon any question 
of amendment, is final, and cannot be reviewed by certiorari, 
mandamus or otherwise (p). In respect of other matters, judgment 
may be given subject to a case stated for the consideration of the 
High Court upon a point of law (q). 

1296. If on appeal quarter sessions determines in favour of the 
appellant that the removal was not justified, they may order the 
appellant to be repaid such a sum as has been reasonably paid by 
the parish or place on whose behalf the ai)peal was made in respect 
of the relief of the poor person in question, between the time of the 
removal and the determination of the appeal, and such sum will bo 
recoverable in the same way as costs are recoverable (/*). 

1297. The court may order the losers to pay to the other side 
such costs and charges as the court deems just and reasonable («), 
and certify the amount thereof, which on default may be levied by 
distress and sale(0- consent the costs may be taxed out of 
sessions (a). 

(ii.) 7?y Special Case, 

1298. The parties to an appeal against a removal order have 
the same power of agreeing that, by order of a judge of the High 
Court, the facts should be stated in the form of a special case for 


(n) See R. v. Carnarvon Justices (1820), 4 B. & Aid. 80 ; R, v. TIoc1> 
worthy (Inhnbitmt^) (1837), 7 Ad. & El. 402. 

(o) See R. v. Yelverioft {Inhabitants) (1844), 0 Q. B. 801 ; R. v. Aber~ 
gavenny Union (1880), 6 Q. B.D. 31 ; and, as to procedure and evidence 
generally, see title Magistrates, VoL XIX., pp. 646, 047, and Arcbbold, 
Poor Law, 16th ed., pp. 710—762. 

(p) Poor Law Procedure Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 31), s. 7. There 
cannot be a case stated on any of the matters included ibid. (R, v. Ruylon 
of the Eleven Towns {Inhabitant^) (1861), 1 B. S. 634). 

(0) For the procedure etc. as to stating a case, see title Magistrates, 
Vol. XIX., pp. 664 et seq, 

(r) Poor Relief Act, 1722 (9 Geo. 1, c. 7), s. 0. 

(a) The court must use their discretion in each case and consider the ques- 
tion in relation to the particular case (R, v. Glamorganshire Justices (1860), 
4 New Sees. Cas. 110 ; R, v. Merionethshire Justices (1844), 6 Q. B. 163). 

(1) Stat. (1696) 8 & 9 Will. 3, c. 30, s. 3 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 
1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4 , o. 76), s. 82. See ibid, as to the recovery of costs so 
certified. 

(a) See Freeman v. Read (1860), 9 C. B. (K. s.) 301 ; Midland Rail, Co, v« 
Edmonton Union, ,1896] A. 0. 485. 
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thi opinion of the High Court, as they have in respect of other 
decisions of petty sessions (b). * 

(iii.) ArhUration, 

1299. The parties to ah appeal may agree that the matter ia 
difference shall be referred to arbitration, and to that end may 
apply to a judge of the^High Court or to quarter sessions for an 
order of reference (c). 

1300. The guardians of any two unions or parishes, or the 
guardians of a union and the guardians of a parish, or the guardians 
of a union or parish and the overseers of any parish, or the overseers 
of any two parishes, between whom any question affecting the 
settlement, removal, or chargeability of any poor person shall arise, 
may, if they think fit so to do, by agreement in writing executed in 
respect of any guardians by sealing with their common seal, and in 
respect of overseers by the signatures of a majority of them, submit 
such question to the Local Government Board for its decision, and 
the Board may, it it sees fit, entertain such question, and by 
an order under its seal determine the same. Every such order is, 
in all courts and for all purposes as to the question therein 
determined W), final and conclusive between the parties sub- 
mitting such question. 


Part VIII. — Vagrancy. 

Skct. 1 . — In General. 

1301. The term “vagrant” is an elastic one, and, as ordinarily 
used, no precise meaning can be attached to it, though it may be 
regarded for most purposes as being synonymous with vagabond or 
loiterer (e). So far as poor law purposes are primarily concerned, 
the designation “vagrant” is displaced by the expression “casual” 
or “ casual pauper,” and elaborate provision is made for the relief 
and incidental control of destitute wayfarers (/). These latter, 
however, form but a small portion of the offenders aimed at by 
what are known as the Vagrancy Laws, which are now based upon 


(b) See Quarter Sessions Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 45), s. 11; title 
Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 663. 

(c) Quarter Sessions Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 45), ss. 13, 14; and 
see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 649. 

(d) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1851 (14 &: 15 Viet. c. 105), s. 12. The 
Local Government Board will only decide questions of law, not of fact, on 
such a snbmission. 

(e) Blaokstone, writing of vagrants (4 Bl. Com. 1 70), calls them idle persons 
and vagabonds, and says that ancient statutes described them as being 
“ such as wake on the night and sleep on the day, and haunt customable 
taverns and alehouses, and routs about ; and no man wot from whence 
they come, ne whither they go.” 

(/) See p. 667, ante. 
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the V^rancy Act, 1824((7), were originally directed against 
such offenders, whether wayfarers or not, as might fall within one 
or other of three arbitrary classes thereby set up, namely, idle and 
disorderly persons, rogues and vogabcnds, and incorrigible rogues. 
Later statutes have provided that persons committing certain 
offences shall be deemed to come within one or other of these 
divisions, and to many offenders who are in no ordinary sense of 
the word vagrants, have been brought under the laws relating to 
vagrancy, and the greater number of the offences coming within 
the operation of those laws have little or no relation to the subject 
of poor relief, but are more properly directed towards the prevention 
of crime, the preservation of good order, and the promotion of 
social economy. 

Sect. 2. — Idle and Disorderly Persons, 

1302. The following are comprised under the description of 
idle and disorderly persons : — 

(1) Every person who, being able wholly or in part to maintain 
himself or herself, or his or her family, by work or other means, 
wilfully refuses or neglects so to do, by which refusal or neglect 
he or she or any of his or her family, whom he or she is 
legally bound to maintain, shall have become chargeable to 
any parish, township, or place, or to the common fund of any 
union (h). 


ig) 6 Geo. 4, o, 83. 

(h) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Goo. 4, o. 83), s. 3, as extended by the Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 103), s. 3. For liability to 
maintain, see p. 573, ante. Chargeability may be proved by a certificate 
of the guardians of the union (Poor Law Amenament Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet, 
c. 101), s. 69), or by other means. In cider that the neglect or lefusal 
may be wilful, some evidence must be adduced of the defendant’s means 
or ability (Hosegood v. Camps (1889), 53 J. P. 612), but it is not necessary 
to show that he has actually refused to work or is an idle person, for an 
able-bodied man, who is capable of maintaining his family by woik and 
does not do so, may be convicted as an idle and disorderly person 
(Carpenter v. Stanley (1868), 33 J. P. 37). Mens rea is necessary for a 
conviction (Moriis v. Edmonds (1897), 77 L. T. 56). But the fact that 
the defendant by his own misconduct has put himself into such a condi- 
tion that he is unable to work does not amount to wilful refusal or 
neglect (St. Saviour's Union v. Burbridge, [1900] 2 Q. B. 695 (delirium 
tremens) ; but see contra, E. v. HopKins, Ex parte St. Saviour's Union 
(1900), 64 J, P. 582), nor does a refusal to work subject to certain condi- 
tions which have no relation to the woik itself (Poplar Guardians v. 
Martin, [1905] 1 K. B. 728). “ Striking” is a refusal that may be dealt 

with under the section; see A.-G. v. Merthyr Tydfil Union, [1900] 1 Oh. 
616, C. A. Soldiers and marines are not within this provision (Army 
Act (44 & 45 Viet. c. 58), as. 145, 190; see p. 572, ante. A husband 
cannot be convicted under the section for neglecting to maintain his wife 
if she refuses to live with him without justification (E'lannagan v. Bishop 
Wearmovih Overseers (1857), 8 E. & B. 451) ; or is living in adultery (E. v. 
F’ZtntonflfiSO), 1 B. & Ad. 227 ; Phillips v. South Dublin Union Guardians, 
[1902] 2 1. K. 112 ; Govier v. llaneock (1796), 6 Term Hep. 603) ; or if he 
iond fids believes she is doing so (Morris v. Edmonds (1897), 18 Cox, 0. C. 
627), unless he has condoned or connived at the misconduct (Wilson v. 
Qlossop (1888), 20 Q. B. P. 354> 0, A.). As to what amounts to condona^ 
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(2) Any woman neglecting to miintain her bastard child being 
able wholly or in part so to do, whereby such child becomes 
chargeable (0 ; 

(3) Every person returning to or becoming chargeable to any 
parish, township, or place from which he or she has been legally 
removed by order of justices, unless he or she produces a certificate 
of the churchwardens and overseers of some other parish, town- 
ship or place, thereby acknowledging him or her to be settled 
there (k) ; 

(4) Every pauper removed under an order obtained by the guar- 
dians of a union who returns within twelve months, and becomes 
chargeable to that union, without the guardian’s consent (/) ; 

(5) Any person who when applying for relief at any workhouse, 
or to any relieving officer or overseer, has at the time in his 
possession and under his immediate control any property of which 
on inquiry he does not make a correct and complete disclosure (m) ; 

(6) Any pauper who wilfully gives a false name, or makes a 
false statement for the purpose of obtaining relief {a ) ; 

(7) Any person who obtains relief by giving a false answer or 
making a false statement (/>) ; 

(8) Any person who, for the purpose of obtaining relief from the 
rates raised for the relief of the poor for himself or any other 
person, wilfully gives a false name, or makes or uses a false state- 
ment to the guardians of any union, or any of their officers (c) ; 

(9) Any pauper who (i.) absconds or escapes from or leaves any 
casual ward before he is entitled to discharge himself therefrom ; 
or (ii.) refuses to remove to any workhouse or asylum ; or (iii.) 
absconds, or escapes from, or leaves, any workhouse or asylum 
during the period of detention ; or (iv.) refuses or neglects, whilst an 


tion, see title Husband and Wife, Vol. XVI., p. 489. A husband is not 
liable under this section in respect of his wife when she becomes charge- 
able by reason of lunacy. 

(t) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 6. For a 
second offence she is punishable as a rogue and vagabond {ibid.), as to 
winch see p. 610, post. The liability of the mother only attaches while 
she is unmarried or a widow, and while the child is under sixteen years 
of age, or, if a girl, is unmarried and under that age (Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will, 4. c. 76), s. 71) ; and see title Bastardy, 
Vol. II.. p. 440. 

{k) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 3 ; Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. o. 101), s. 65. This provision does not apply to a 
return to a different parish though situate in the same town, nor to a person 
coming back otherwise than in a stat*^ of vagrancy (B. v. Filhngley (Inhibit 
t ints) (1788), 2 Term Rep. 709; B v. Barham (Inhabitant^) (1828), 8 
B. & C. 99 ; 3Iann v. Davers (1819), 3 B* Aid. 103). As to removal 
orders, see p. 596, ante. 

(l) Union Chargeability Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), s. 7. 

(m) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 110), s. 10. 

(a) Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. 
0. 108), s. 7. A second conviction makes the offender a rogue and vagabond 
(ibid.) ; see p. 610, post. 

(b) Divided Parislies and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet* 
0 . 61), s. 44. 

(c) Casual Poor Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 36), s. 5r 
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Imnnto o! any casual ward, workhouse, or asylum, to do the work 
or observe the regulations prescribed (d) ; 

(10) Every person relieved in a workhouse who refuses or 
neglects to perform the prescribed task, or who destroys his clothes, 
or damages the property of the guardians (e ) ; 

(11) Every person relieved out of a workhouse who refuses or 
wilfully neglects to perfonn the task of work, or who destroys or 
damages tools, materials, or other property of the guardians (/); 

(12) Every person wandering abroad, or placing himself or her- 
self in any public place, street, highway, court, or passage, to beg 
or gather alms, or causing or procuring or encouraging any child or 
children so to do (g ) ; 

(13 Every petty chapman or pedlar wandering abroad, and 
trading without being duly licensed or otherwise authorised by 
law(^0; and 

(14) Every common prostitute wandering in a public street or 
public highway, or in any place of public resort, and behaving in 
a riotous or indecent manner (<). 

1303. Idle and disorderly persons are punishable upon summary 
conviction, if before a single justice or at an occasional court house, 
with imprisonment with or without hard labour for not exceeding 
fourteen days, or if before two justices in a petty sessional court, 
for not exceeding one calendar month (/c). A fine not exceeding iJl 
or M5, as the case may be, recoverable by distress, may be imposed 


{(1) Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet. 
c. 108), 8. 7. The master or porter of a workhouse, or officer in charge of a 
casual ward, may take a disorderly pauper before a justice without summons 
or warrant and convey the offender upon conviction to gaol (ibid., s. 8). 
As to the prescribed work, see General Order of Local Government Board, 
18th December, 1882 ; Poplar Guardians v. Martin, [1906] 1 K. B. 728 ; J?. 
V. BaMeley, Ex parte Moore (1906), 70 J. P. 346 ; and as to misbehaviour, 
see Mile End Guardians v. Sims, [1905] 2 K. B. 200; Uolland v. Peacock, 
[1912] 1 K. B. 154. 

(e) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Viet. c. 67), s. 6 ; and see 

р. 613, post 

(f) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 113), s. 15. 

(g) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 3. This provision is aimed at 
habitual oeggaTS, and does not touch persons collecting alms in an oiderly 
manner under exceplional circumstances, e ^., workmen on strike (Pointon 
V. Hill (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 306). As to begging by children, see the Children 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), ss. 14, 68, 69, and title Infants and Children, 
Vol. XVII., p. 163. 

(h) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 3. As to pedlars’ certificates, 
see the Pedlars Acts, 1871 and 1881 (34 & 36 Viet. c. 96 ; 44 & 46 Viet. 

с. 46) ; and as to pedlars and hawkers, generally, see title Markets and 
Fairs, Vol. XX., p. 66. 

(t) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 3. Merely to accost a man 
is not behaving in a riotous or indecent manner (B. v. Duke (1909), 73 
J. P. 88 (quarter sessions case), but to take a man by the arm and walk 
with him against his will may be such behaviour (Duval v. Denman (1901), 
66 J. P. 297 (North London Sessions) ), but see, contra, B. v. De Buiter (1880), 
44 J. P. 90 (Middlesex Sessions) ; see also Bonner v. Lushington (1893), 
68 L T. 91. 

(k) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4. c. 83), a. 3 ; Summary Jurisdiotio, 
Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. o. 49), b. 20. 

H.L. — xxn. 
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Sect. S.— Rogues and Vagabonds. 

1304. The following are comprised under the description rogues 
and vagabonds : — 

(1) Persons committing any of the offences rendering them 
punishable as idle and disorderly persons (o), after having been 
previously convicted of any such offence (p); 

(2) Every person apprehended as an idle and disorderly 
person {q), and violently resisting any constable or other police 
officer so apprehending him or her, and being subsequently 
convicted of the offence for which the apprehension took 
place (r) ; 

(8) Any person running away («) and leaving his wife, or his or 
her legitimate child or children (t), chargeable (a), or whereby she or 
they, or any of them, become chargeable to any parish, township, 
or place, or to the common fund of any union {h ) ; 

(4) Any woman deserting her bastard child, whereby it becomes 
chargeable, or convicted for a second time of neglecting to main- 
tain her bastard child (c) ; 


(l) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 4. 

(m) See pp. 662, 608, ante, 

(n) Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet, 
c. 108), 8. 7. 

(o) See pp. 607 et seq.^ ante. 

Ip) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 4. As to second offences by 
paupers, see also Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 
(34 & 36 Viet. c. 108), s. 7. 

(q) See pp. 607 et seq., ante. 

(r) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 4. 

(«) To constitute a “ nmning away ” there must be an absconding or 
concealment or absenting by going some distance away and for some con- 
siderable time; see Cambridge Union Guardians v. Parr (1861), 26 J. P. 
618, per Erle, C.J. It is a question of fact for the justices whether the 
acts alleged amount to a running away (P allin v. Buckland (1911). 106 
L. T. 197). 

(() B. V. Mdude (1842), 2 Dowl. (n. 8.) 68. As to presumption of 
legitimacy, see title Bastardy, Vol. II., p. 427. 

(а) Heath v. Heape (1866), 1 H. & N. 478 ; and see Bannister v. SuUivan 
(1904), 91 L. T. 380. 

(б) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 4 ; Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 103), s. 3. A married woman, deserted by her 
husband, and without separate property, cannot be convicted under these 
sections (Pefers v. Cowie (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 131). If when a man 
leaves his wife she has sufficient means of livelihood, he cannot be con- 
victed without proof of knowledge of the chargeability {Sweeney v. 
Spoo^ (1863), 3 B. & S. 329). Soldiers and marines are not within this 
provision (Army Act (44 &; 46 Viet. o. 58), ss. 146, 190; and see p. 572, 
ante). 

(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viot c. 101), s. 6 ; see p. 608, 
ante; see also title Bastardy, Vol. II., p. 440. Proceedings maybe 
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(5) Any person going about as a gatherer or collector of alms, 
or •endeavouring to procure charitable contributions of any nature 
or kind, under any false or fraudulent pretence {d ) ; 

(6) Any person wandering abroad and endeavouring by the 
exposure of wounds or deformities to obtain or gather alms((i); 

(7) Any person wandering abroad and lodging in any barn on 
outhouse, or in any deserted or unoccupied building, or in the open 
air, or under a tent, or in any cart or waggon, not having any 
visible means of subsistence, and not giving a good account of 
himself or herself (d) ; 

(8) Any person wilfully exposing to view in any street, road, 
or highway, or public place, or in the window or other part of any 

‘ shop, or other building, situate in any street, road, highway, or 
public place, any obscene print, picture, or other indecent 
exhibitions (f) ; 

(9) Any person wilfully, openly, lewdly, and obscenely exposing 
his person in any street, road, or public highway, or in view 
thereof, or in any place of public resort with intent to insult any 
female (/) ; 

(10) Any male person who knowingly lives wholly or in part on 
the earnings of prostitution, or who in any public place persistently 
solicits or importunes for immoral purposes (jf) ; 


commenced at any time within two years from the time when the offender 
absconds (Ashley v. Blaker (1909), 101 L. T. 682 ; but see Beeve v. Yeates 
(1862), 1 H. & C. 435, where it was held that time did not begin to run 
until the date of chargeability), by any relieving officer, on an informa- 
tion stating that relief has been applied for on behalf of the wife or 
child, and that he is informed and believes that the husband or parent 
has left the wife or child and gone away (Divided Parishes and Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 61), s. 19). It is not neoessa^ for 
the informing officer to obtain the sanction of the guardians (B, v. 
Mirehouse (1863), 11 W. R. 316). 

(d) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 4. 

(e) Ibia. ; Vagranegr Act, 1838(1 & 2 Viet. c. 38), s. 2; see also title 
Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 637, 638, 639 ; Indecent 
Advertisements Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 18). It has been held at 
quarter sessions that writing obscene words on a gate in a public highway 
is not within the above provision (Thomas v. Bradbury (1883), 47 J. P. 
606). 

(/) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo, 4, c, 83), s. 4 ; see also title Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 637. 

(9) Vagrancy Act, 1898 (61 &; 62 Viet. c. 39), s. 1 (1). If it is made to 
appear to a court of summary jurisdiction by information on oath that 
there is reason to suspect that any house or any part of a house is uwd 
by a female forpuiposes of prostitution, and that any male ^rson raiding 
in or frequenting tne house is living wholly or in part on the earnings of 
the prostitute, the court may issue a warrant authorising any constable 
to enter and search the house, and to arrest that male person (fbtd., 
g. 1 (2)). A man proved to be living with or to be habitually in the oom- 

S any of a prostitute, and to have no visible means of subsistence, will be 
eemed to be knowingly living on the earnings of prostitution, unless ho 
em satisfy the court to the contrary (ibid., s. 1 (3) ). The wife of a person 
charged with living on the earnings of her prostitution is not a competent 
witness against her husband {Director of Public Prosecutions y. Blady 
(1912), 76 J.P. 141, C.C, A ). 
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(11) Any person pretending or professing to tell fortunes, or using 
any subtle craft, means, or device (A), by palmistry or otherwise^ to 
deceive and impose (i) ; 

(12) Every person found in or upon any dwelling-house, ware- 
house, coach-house, stable, or outhouse, or in any inclosed yard, 
garden, or area for any unlawful purpose (fe); 

(18) Every suspected person or reputed thief frequenting or 
loitering about or in any river, canal, or navigable stieam, dock or 
basin, or any quay, wharf, or warehouse near or adjoining thereto, 
or any street, highway, or avenue leading thereto, or any place of 
public resort, or any avenue leading thereto, or any street or any 
highway, or any place adjacent to a street or highway, with intent 
to commit a felony (/) ; 

(14) Every person having in his or her custody or possession 
any picklock, key, crow, jack, bit, or other implement, with intent 
feloniously to break into any dwelling-house, warehouse, coach- 
house, stable, or outbuilding (m); 


(h) It has been held that the “ device ” must be ejusdem generis with 
palmistry, and that the word does not include a conjuring trick (see Johnson 
V. Fenner (1869), 33 J. P. 740); but compare cases cited infra, and see 
JB. V. Ward (1900), 64 J. P. 776 (Central Cnminal Court). 

(t) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 4. As to fortune -telling as a 
misdemeanour, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, VoL IX., p. 692. 
It is not necessary to prove that the defendant had actually told the 
fortune of an individual ; the offence is the offering to do so (Penny v. 
Hanson (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 478 (advertisement offering to cast nativities 
or tell fortunes by means of astrology) ). Spiritualibts and others who 
profess to commune with the dead may be proceeded against under this 
section, by virtue of the words “or otherwise ” (Monck v. Uilton (1877), 
2 Ex. D. 268; E. v. Middlesex Jvstices (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 616; E, v. 
EntwisiU, Ex parte Jones, (1809] 1 Q. B. 846). 

(k) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 4. It is, perhaps, doubtful 
whether the unlawful purpose need bo a felonious purpo-^o (see Kerkin 
T. Jenkins (1863), 9 Cox, C. C. 311), but there must be a purpose to 
commit an offence punishable as a crime, and not a mere offence against, 
c.g., morality (Hayes v. Stephenson (1860), 3 L. T. 296). It is not 
necessary that the arrest should bo made upon the premises (Moran 
V. Jones (1911), 27 T, L. R. 421). 

(l) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 4 ; Penal Servitude Act, 1891 

(64 & 65 Viet. 0 . 69), s, 7. In order to prove intent it is not necessary to 
show that the accused was guilty of any particular act or acts tending to 
show his purpose or intent ; he may be convicted if, from the circnmatanccs 
of the case and from his known character, the court is of opinion that he 
was intending to commit a felony (Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 36 

Viot. 0 . 112), s. 16 ; and see R. v. Patitt (1911), 76 J. P. 432, C. C. A., and 
title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 383). A public high- 
way is not necessarily a place of public resort ; it must le shown that 
it is, or that it leads to, or is adjacent to, one of the other designated 
places (Ee Timson (1870), L. R. 5 Exch. 257, following Ee Jones (1862), 
7 Exch. 586, and not following B* v. Brown (1862), 17 Q. B. 833). The 
platform of a railway station is a place of public resort (Ee Davis (1857), 
2 H. & N. 149) ; but not a ship l 3 ring at a quay (IS. v. Taylor (1857), 21 
J. P, 488). A private house in whi^ a sale by public auction is going 
on is, for the time being, a place of public resort (^SetccB v. Tutlor (1859), 
7 C. B. (N. 8.) 160). 

(m) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 4. In addition to fine or 
imprisonment (see p. 613, fost), the implamenta will be forfeited 
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(15) Every person being armed with any gun, pistol, banger, 
ctitlass, bludgeon, or other oflfensive weapon, or having upon 
him or her any instrument, with intent to commit any felonious 
act (//); 

(16) Every pauper w^ho wilfully destroys or injures his own 
clothes or damages any of the property of the guardians (n) ; 

1305. Every person playing or betting by way of gaming or 
vageriiig in any street, road, highway, or other open and public 
place, or in any open jilace to ^^hich the public have or are per- 
mitted to h ive access, at or with any table or instrument of gaming, 
or any coin, card, token, or other article used as an instrument 
or means of such wagering or gaining, at any game or pretended 
game of chance, is punialiable as a rogue and vagabond, or by 
tine (p). 

Under the Lotteries Acts, persons convicted of selling tickets in 
a lottery are to be deemed to be rogues and vagabonds ( 7 ). 

1306. Any person untruly confessing himself a deserter or to bo 
improperly absent from one of His Majesty’s ships, or making a 
false statement on enlistment in the naval service, will be deemed 
to be a rogue and vagabond within the meaning of the Vagrancy 
Act, 1824 (r), and may be punished accordingly (s). 

1307. Certain offenders against the provisions regulating alien 
immigration are deemed to be rogues and vagabonds (t). 

1308. A rogue and vagabond may, on conviction of the offence 
before one justice or before justices sitting in an occasional couit- 
house, be fined not exceeding 20 «., or sentenced to not more than 
fourteen days’ imprisonment (//), or if convicted before two justices 


(Vagrancy Act 1824 (5 000. 4, c. 83), s. 4). As to possession by night, 
SCO title Tribunal Lvw and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 675. 

(n) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 4. In addition to fine or 
imprisonment (see the text, infra), the weapons will bo lorfcited (Vagrancy 
Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83;, s, 4). As to going armed, see title Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vul. IX., p. 468. 

( 0 ) Pauper Inmates Discharge and Regulation Act, 1871 (34 &; 35 Viet, 
c. 108), 8. 7. 

(p) Vagrant Act Amendment Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 38), s. 3 ; see 
title Gaming and Wagering, Vol. XV., p. 291. A hackney carriage 
standing in a street has been held to be a public place {E, v. Weller (1894), 
68 J. P. 286). 

(g) See title Gaming and Wagering, Vol. XV., p. 302, and ibid., note (m), 
for the special punishment, A limited liability company cannot be con- 
victed under the Lotteries Acts as a rogue and vagabond {Hawke v. Uulton 
(E.) Co., Ltd., [1909] 2 K. II. 93). 

(r) 6 Geo. 4, c. 83. 

(s) Naval Deserters Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 62), s. 10 ; Naval Enlist- 
ment Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 69), s, 16. The last- mentioned section 
does not apply to a person desiring to enter the Royal Naval Reserve 
(Wesiiorpe v. PowUij, [190.7] 1 K. R. 286) ; see lille Royal Forces. 

(t) See title Aliens, Vol. I., p. 328. 

(u) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 dr 43 Viet. c. 49), s. 20. 
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Sect. 8. in a petty sessional court, be imprisoned, with or without hard 
Botfues and labour, for not more than three months, or be fined not exceeding 
Tagabonds. £25 (v), with imprisonment without hard labour in default of 
distress (w). 
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1309. The following may be dealt with as incorrigible rogues : — 

(1) Every person committing any offence which shall subject 
him or her to be dealt with as a rogue and vagabond {x), such 
person having been at some former time adjudged so to be and 
duly convicted thereof (y) ; 

(2) Every person apprehended as a rogue and vagabond, and 
violently resisting any constable or other police officer so appre- 
hending him or her, and who is subsequently convicted of the 
offence for which he or she was so apprehended (a) ; 

(8) Every person breaking or escaping out of any place of legal 
confinement before the expiiation of the term for which he or she 
has been committed or ordered to be confined by virtue of the 
Vagrancy Act, 1824 (h). 


runisbincnt 1310. Any person convicted by a justice or justices of an offence 
which constitutes him or her an incorrigible rogue must be com- 
mitted to prison, with or without hard labour, until the next general 
or quarter sessions of the peace (c). At such sessions the court 
may examine into the circumstances of the case, and may order 
that the offender be further imprisoned with hard labour for not 
exceeding one year from the date of the order, and, further, that the 
offender, if a male, be whipped at such time during his imprison- 
ment, and at such place, as, according to the nature of the offence, 
the court deems to be expedient (d). In such cases as begging the 
maximum sentence should not be imposed in the absence of 
aggravating circumstances (c). An appeal against the sentence 
imposed by quarter sessions lies to the Court of Criminal 
Appeal (/). 


(t?) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), b. 4. 

(w) For scale of imprisonment in default of payment, see the Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), ss. 5, 47, and title 
Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 604. 

(x) See p. 610, ante. 

W) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 6. There mn^t be evidence 
that the offender has been previou'^ly convicted as a logue and vagabond 
before he can be convicted as an incorrigible rogue under this providion 
(if. V. Johnson, [1909] 1 K. B. 439, C. C. A.). 

(а) Vacancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 6. 

(б) 5 (^. 4, €. 83, 8. 5 ; see also title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX.. p. 608. 

(r) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 6 ; Summary Jurisdiction 
Act. 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 49), b. 4. 

(d) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 10. 

(«) R. V. Cooper (1910), 76 J. P. 125, C. C. A. ; and see J?. v, Edwar<l$ 
(1909), 73 J. P. 286, C, C. A. 

(/) B. v. Johnson. [1909] 1 K. B. 439, C. C. A. 



Part VIII. — ^Vagrancy. 

Sect. S.— Practice. 

1311. Any person may apprehend without warrant anyone found 
offending (g) against the Vagrancy Act, 18*24 (/i), and may convey 
him before a justice or justices, or deliver him to a peace 
officer (i) for that purpose (4:). A constable refusing to take him 
into custody, and any person hindering a constable in the execution 
of the Act (Z), may be fined a sum not exceeding £5 (m). 

1312. On a charge of neglecting to maintain or deserting wife or 
family, the wife or husband of the person charged is a comi)etent 
and compellable witness (n). 

1313. Any money found upon or in the possession of an offender 
may be applied towards the expenses of his apprehension, conveyance 
to prison, and maintenance there. If money sufficient for these 
purposes is not found, his effects may be ordered to be sold and so 
applied, any surplus being returned to him (o). 

1314. A justice, upon information on oath that any person within 
the purview of the Vagrancy Act, 1821 (/), is, or is reasonably 
suspected to be, harboured or concealed in any house kept for the 
lodging of travellers, may, by warrant under his hand and seal, 
authorise any person to enter at any time into such house and 
ai)prehend such person (p). 

1315. An appeal against a conviction under any of the three 
heads dealt with above lies to quarter sessions (d^), but not to the 


{g) The person must be actually committing one of the specified offences ; 
see HorUy v. Rogers (1860), 2 £. &; £. 674. As to arrest generally, see title 
Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 296. 

(h) 6 Geo. 4, c. 83. The person giving into custody or apprehending an 
offender is not liable for the costs of the prosecution (Reddish v. Hitchinor 
(1878), 40 L. T. 66). 

(i) As to who is a peace officer, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., p. 298. 

(k) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 6. 

(l) 5 Geo. 4, c. 83. 

(m) Ibid,, 8. 11 ; see also Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet, 
c. 43). 

(n) Criminal £vidence Act, 1898 (61 6c 62 Viet. c. 36), s. 4, Sched. 

(o) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 8. As to costs generally, sco 
title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp. 604, 629, 648. 

(p) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 13. As to search war- 
rants generally, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., 

р. 310. 

(q) Vagrancy Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 83), s. 14 ; Vagrancy Act, 1838 
(1 & 2 Vict. c. 38), s. 1 ; Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. 

с. 43), Sched. The prosecutor’s costs of appeal may be ordered by quarter 
sessions to be paid by the treasurer of the county, riding, division, or place 
in which the offence was committed (Vaiprancy Act, 1824 (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), 
8. 9). If such place is a borough having a separate commission of the 
peace but not a separate court of quarter sessions, the order for payment 
should be made upon the county treasurer, not upon the borough treasurer. 
The word place ” in ibid., s. 9, must be construed as meaning a place 
having a separate court of quarter sessions {B. v. West Biding Justices, 
[1900] 1 Q. B. 291). As to costs of appeal, see title Magistrates, YoL 
XIX., p. 648. 
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Court of Criminal Appeal, as such a conviciion is not a conviction 
upon indictment (?•). An appeal, however, lies to that court against 
a sentence imposed at quarter sessions upon an incorrigilde rogue («). 
If tlie conviction is confirmed by quarter sessions and the appellant 
is not in custody, it is for quarter sessions, not for the convicting 
justice or justices, to issue a warrant for his apprehension to 
undergo his sentence (a). 

1316. The provisions as to payment of costs in criminal cases 
apply in the case of a person committed as an incorrigible rogue 
as if he had been committed for trial for an indictable offence, and 
in the case of any appeal under the Vagrancy Act, 1824, as if the 
hearing of the appeal by the court of quarter sessions were the 
trial of an indictable offence (/>). 


Part IX.— Old Age Pensions. 

Sect. 1. — The Pension. 

1317. By an old age pension is meant the weekly payment out of 
moneys provided by Parliament which a person is entitled to receive 
by virtue of the provisions of the Old Age Pensions Acts, 1008 and 
1911 (c), when and so long as such person satisfies the conditions 
prescribed by tliose Acts, and in accoidanco uitli the regulations 
made thereunder by the Treasury ((/). 

1313. In order to bo entitlod to receive an old age pension a 


(r) 11. V. Drown (1908), 72 J. P. 427, C. C. A.; see title Criminal Law 
AN n Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 443. Jt is sufficient if the notice of a]:meal 
states that the appellant was not guilty {B. v. Newcasile-upon Tyne 
JasHoeg (1831), 1 B. & Ad. 033). As to appeals generally, see title Magis- 
trates, Vol. XIX., pp. 642 et seq. 

(«) J2. V. Johnson^ [1909] 1 K. W. 439, C. C. A. The Home Secretary, in 
the consideration of any petition for mercy, can, however, refer tlie whole 
matter to be dealt with by the Court of Criminal Appeal, under the Ciimiiial 
Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), 8. 19; see title Criminal Law and 
Procedure, Vol. IX., p, 443. 

(a) Ex parte Moore (1837), 1 Jar. 135. 

(5) Costs in Criminal Cases Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 15), s. 9(4); see 
title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 328, note («). 

(o) 8 Edw. 7, c. 40 ; 1 dc 2 Greo. 5, o. 16. It should be noted that 
the provisions of the Old Age Pensions Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 6, o. 16), 
modifying the statutory conditions for the receipt of a pension are 
not to operate so as to disentitle a person then in receipt of a pension 
to continue to receive the pension or to reduce the rate of pension 
(ibid., s. 8). 

(d) For these regulations, see Old Age Pensions RegulationB, 1911. 



Paet IX. — Old Age Pensions. 
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psrson of either sex must have attained the age of seventy (€), and 
must satisfy the pension authorities (/) — 

(1) That for at least twenty years up to the date of the receipt 
of any sum on account of a pension he or she has been a British 
subject^), except in the case of a woman who satisfies the pension 
authorities that she would, but for her marriage with an alien, have 
fulfilled such condition, and that, at the date of the receipt of any 
sum on account of a pension, the alien is dead, or the marriage 
with him has been dissolved or annulled, or she has, for a period of 
not less than two years up to the said date, been legally separated 
from or deserted by him (/<) ; 

(2) That for at least twelve years in the aggregate out of the 
twenty years up to the date of the receipt of any sum on account of a 
pension he or she has had his or her residence in the United 
Kingdom, In computing such period of residence, there must be 
counted as residence in the United Kingdom : (i.) any periods 
spent abroad in any service under the Crowm, the remuneration for 
which is paid out of moneys provided by Parliament, or as the 
wife or servant of a person in any such service so remunerated ; 
(ii.) any periods spent in tlie Channel Islands or the Isle of Man by 
a person born in the United Kingdom; (iii.) any periods spent 
abroad by any person during which that person has maintained or 
assisted in maintaining any dependant in the United Kingdom; 
(iv.) any periods of absence spent in service on board a vessel 
registered in the United Kingdom by a person who before his 
absence on that service was living in the United Kingdom ; and 
(v.) any periods of temporary absence not exceeding three months 
in duration at any one time (i) ; and 

(8) That his or her yearly means, as calculated in the prescribed 
manner, do not exceed £31 10s. (A). In calculating the means of a 
person account must be taken of; (i.) the yearly value of any 
property belonging to that i)erson (not being property personally 
used or enjoyed by him) which is invested, or is otherwise put to 
profitable use by him, or which, though capable of investment 
or profitable use, is not so invested or put to profitable use 
by him, the yearly value of that property being taken to be 
one-tvientieth part of the capital value thereof (/); (ii.) the 
income which that person may reasonably expect to receive during 


(«) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 2 (1). A person is 
deemed to have attained the age of seventy on the commencement of the 
day previous to the seventieth anniversary of the day of birth (Old Age 
Pensions Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 5, c. 16), s. 1). Attainment of the age of 
seventy is a condition precedent to the receipt of a pension ; see Murphy v. 
jK., [1911] A. C. 401. 

(f) See p. 621, post 

(a) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 2 (2). 

(h) Old Age Pensions Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 5, c. 16), s. 3 (1). 

(0 Ibid., s. 3 (2). 

(k) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 2 (3). 

(l) Where under this provision the yearly value of any property is taken 
to be one-twentieth part of the capital value thereof, no account must be 
taken under paragraphs (ii.), (iii.), or (iv.) of any appropriation of that 
pioperty for the purpose of current expenditure (Old Age Pensions Act, 
1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 6, c. 16), B. 2 (1) ). 
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the Bucceeding year in cash, excluding any sums receivable oij 
account of an old age pension under the Act, and excluding any 
sums arising from the investment or profitable use of property (not 
being property personally used or enjoyed by him), that income, 
in the absence of other means for ascertaining the income, being 
taken to be the income actually received during the preceding year ; 
(iii.) the yearly value of any advantage accruing to that person 
from the use or enjoyment of any property belonging to him which 
is personally used or enjoyed by him, except furniture and personal 
effects in a case where the total value of the furniture and effects 
does not exceed £60 ; and (iv.) the yearly value of any benefit or 
privilege enjoyed by that person (in). 

In calculating the means of a person being one of a married 
couple living together in the same house, the means must be taken 
to be half the total means of the couple (n). If a person has directly 
or indirectly deprived himself of any income or property in order to 
qualify for pension or for the receipt of a higher rate of pension, 
that income or the yearly value of that property must be taken to 
be part of the means of that person (o). 

1319. A person is disqualified for receiving or continuing to 
receive a pension : 

(1) While he is in receipt of any poor relief, other than medical 
or surgical assistance (including food or comforts) supplied by or 
on the recommendation of a m^ical officer, or relief given to such 
person by means of the maintenance of a dependant in a lunatic 
asylum, infirmary or hospital, or other than the payment of any 
expenses of the burial of a dependant, or other than any other 
relief which by law is expressly declared not to be a disqualification 
for registration as a parliamentary elector or a reason for depriving 
any person of any franchise, right, or privilege (p) ; 

(2) If before he becomes entitled to a pension be has habitually 
failed to work according to his ability, opportunity, and need, for 
the maintenance or benefit of himself and those legally dependent 
upon him (q ) ; 


(m) Old Age Pensions Act, 1011 (1 & 2 Geo. 6, c. 16), s. 2(1). 

(n) Ibid,, B. 2 (2). 

{ 0 ) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 £dw. 7, c. 40), s. 4 (3). 

(p) Ibid,, 8. 3 (1) (a). Any rule of law and any enactment the effect 
of which is to cause relief given to or in respect of a wife or relative 
to be treated as relief given to the person liable to maintain the wife 
or relative does not apply to disqualify for pension (see Old Age 
Pensions Act, 1911 (1 & 2 €^. 6, c. 16), s. 4 (1) ). The receipt of a 
pension does not deprive the pensioner of any franchise, right, or privilege, 
or subject him to any disability (Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 £dw. 7» 
0. 40), s. 1 (4) ). 

iq) This disqualification does not apply if the person has continuously for 
ten years up to attaining the age of sixty made proper provision against 
old age, sickness, infirmity, or want or loss of employment ; such provision, 
when made by the husband in the case of a married couple living together, 
is treated as provision made by the wife as well as by the husband (ibid., 
s. 3 (1) (b)). A person attains the age of sixty on the commencement 
of the, day previous to the sixtieth anniversa:^ of thq day of birth; 
see Old Age Pensions Act, 1911 (1 dc 2 Geo. 5, c. 16), s. 1. For a 
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• (3) While lie is detained in any asylum within the meaning of 
the Lunacy Act, 1890 (r), or while he is being maintained in any 
place as a pauper or criminal lunatic («) ; 

(4) While detained in prison under any sentence imposed without 
the option of a fine, and for a further period of ten years after the 
date on which he is released from piison(a), or, if the term for 
which he has been ordered to be imprisoned without the option of a 
fine does not exceed six weeks, for a further period of two years 
after the date on which he is released (b) ; 

(5) During the continuance of any period of disqualification 
arising or imposed in consequence of conviction for an offence (c). 

In addition to the specific disqualification mentioned above (d), a 
person of sixty years of age or upwards who, having been 
convicted before any court, is liable tft have a detention order made 
against him as an habitual drunkard (/), and is not in consequence 
necessarily disqualified for pension, may be ordered by the court to 
be disqualified for any period not exceeding ten years (ff ) ; and any 
person already in receipt of a pension who is convicted of certain 
specified offences (h) will, if not otherwise subject to disqualifica- 
tion, be disqualified for receiving or continuing to receive a pension 


definition of ** proper provision,** see Old Age Pensions Regulations, 1911, 
B. 30. 

(f) 63 & 64 Viet. c. 5. By ibid., s. 341, “asylum *’ means an asylum 
for lunatics provided by a county or borough, or by a union of counties 
or boroughs. See also title Lunatics and Persons op Unsound Mind, 
Vol. XIX., p. 440. 

(«) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 3 (1) (c). 

{a} Ibid,, s. 3 (1) (d), (2). 

(b) Old Age Pensions Act, 1911 (1 &; 2 Geo. 6, c. 16), s. 4 (2). 

(c) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 3 (1) (d). 

(d) Namely, under ibid., s. 3 (2), as supplemented by the Old Age 
Pensions Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 6, c. 16), s. 4(2). 

{e) See note (q), p. 618, ante. 

if) Under the Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 60); see title 
Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 417. 

(a) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 3 (3). 

(h) I.e., any offence mentioned or deemed to be mentioned or included 
in the Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 Sc 62 Viet. c. 60), Sched. I., namely 
being found drunk in a highway or other public place, whether a 
builmng or not, or on licensed premises ; being guilty while drunk of 
riotous or disorderly behaviour in a highway or other public place;, 
whether a building or not ; being drunk while in charge, on any highway 
or other public place, of any carriage, horso, cattle, or steam-engine ; 
being drunk when in possession of any loaded firearms (Licensing Act. 
1872 (36 Sc 36 Viet. c. 94), s. 12); refusing or failing when drunk 
to quit licensed premises when so requested {ibid., s. 18); refusing or 
failing when drunk to quit any premises or place licensed under the 
Refreshment Houses Act, 1860, when so requested (Refreshment Houses 
Act, 1860 (23 Sc 24 Viet. c. 27), s. 41) ; being found drunk in any street or 
public thoroughfare within the Metropolitan Police District, and being 
guilty while £mnk of any riotous or indecent behaviour (Metropolitan 
Poltoe Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 47), s. 68) ; being drunk in any street, and 
being guilty of riotous or indecent behaviour therein (Town Police Clauses 
Act, 1847 (10 6c 11 Viet. c. 89), s. 29); being intoxuiated while driving 
a hackney carriage {ibid., s. 61); being drunk during employment as a 
driver of a hackney carrii^, or as a driver or conductor of a st^ carriage 
in the Metropolitan Police District (London Hackney Carriages Act, 1843 
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for a period of six months after the date of his conviction, unlesi 
the convicting court direct to the contrary (i). 

1320. The rate of i>ension payable depends upon the yearly means 
of the pensioner, varying from 5«. to Is. a week (/t), and, subject to 
tfie directions of the Treasury in special cases, is paid weekly in 
advance on Friday, in such manner and subject to such conditions 
as to identification as the Treasury direct (/). No sum, however, 
can be paid on account of pension to any person while absent from 
the United Kingdom, or after three months from the date on which 
it became payable {in). 

1321. A pension cannot be assigned or charged, and on the 
bankruptcy of a pensioner the pension does not enure for the benefit 
of his creditors (//). 

1322. If for the purpose of obtaining or continuing a pension, 
or of obtaining or continuing a pension at a higher rate than is 
appropriate to the case, either for himself or for any other iwson, 
any person knowingly makes any false statement or declaration, he 
is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding six months, with hard labour (o). 

1323. It it is found at anytime that a person has been in receipt 
of a pension while the statutory conditions were not fulfilled, or 
vhile he was disqualified, or of a pension at a rate higher than the 
appropriate rate, he, or in case of his death his personal represen- 
tative, will be liable to repay to the Treasury any sums improperly 
received as pension, which sums may be recovered as a debt due to 
the Crown (p), or may be deducted from any sums to which 
the person becomes entitled on account of an old age pension. In 
the case of a personal representative the deduction can only be 
made from any sums to which he becomes entitled as a p3rsonal 
representative (q). 


(0 & 7 Viet. 0. 80), 8. 28) ; being drunk and persisting, after being refused 
admission on that account, in attempting to enter a passenger steamer ; 
being drunk on board a passenger steamer, and refusing to leave such 
steamer when requested (Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, 
o. 60), B. 287); being found drunk in any highway or other public place, 
whether a building or not, or on any licensea premises, while having the 
charge of a child apparently under the ago of seven years (Licensing Act, 
1002 (2 £dw. 7, c. 28), s. 2). 

(i) Old Age Pensions Act, 1011 (1 & 2 Geo. 5, c. 16), s. 4 (3). 

{k) Old Age Pensions Act, 1008 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 1 (2), Schod. 

(l) Ibid., s. 5. 

(m) Old Age Pensions Act, 101 1 (1 & 2 Goo. 5, c. 16), s. 5. 

(n) Old Age Pensions Act, 1008 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 6. 

(0) 9(1). 

ip) Ibid.t 8. 9 (2) : Old Age Pensions Act, 1011 (1 &; 2 Geo. 5, o. 16), 
s. 7 (1); see title Crown Practice, Vol X., pp. 14 el eeq. As to the 
conolusiveness and proof of the decision of the local pension committee 
on any point as to tne improper receipt of pension, see Old Age Pensions 
Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 6, o. 16), a. 7 (2). 

iq) Ibid., a. 7 (3). 



Part IX. — Old Age Pension^. 

SifiCT. 2. — The Pension Authorities* 

1324. TliB Old Af;e Pensions Acls(r) are adniiivstered by the 
Local Government Board («) as the central pension authority (0» 
by local pension committees, and by pension officers who are 
appointed by the Treasury (i/). These authorities act in accord- 
ance with rej^ulations made by the Treasury in conjunction with 
the Board and with the Postmaster-General (so far as relates to 
the Post Office). Such regulations may prescribe the evidence 
to be required as to the fulfilment of statutory conditions ; the 
manner in which claims to pensions are to be made, considered, 
and determined ; the mode in wdiich questions are to be raised ; 
the number, quorum, term of office, and proceedings generally of 
the local pension committee; the use by the committee of any 
offices of a local authority; tlie payment of expenses; and other 
matters necessary for carrying the Acts into effect. Eegulatioiio 
must be laid before each House of Parliament (a). 

1325. The council of every county (/>), and of each borough and 
urban district with a population of 20,000 or over, appoint a local 
pension committee for their area. The persons appointed to bo 
members of a committee need not be members of the council 
appointing them. A committee may appoint sub-committees, 
consisting either wholly or partly of the members of the committee, 
and may delegate, either absolutely or conditionally, any of their 
powers and duties to any such sub-committee (r). 

1326. All claims for old age pensions, and all questions wliother 
the statutory conditions are fulfilled in the case of any claimant or 
pensioner, and all questions of disqualification, come before the local 
pension committee, who must, except in the case of a question which 
has been originated and already reported on by the pension officer, 
refer the claim or question to the pension ofiicerfor report and inquiry. 
The officer must inquire into and report upon the matter, and the 
committee then consider the case and give their decision {d). 

1327. A question may be raised at any time, whether at any time 
or during any period a person has been in receipt of an old age pension 
when the statutory conditions were not fulfilled, or when he was 


(r) 8 Edw. 7, c. 40 ; 1 & 2 Geo. 6, c. 16. 

(b) Aa to the Local Government Board generally, see title Constitu- 
tional Law, Vol. VII., p. 103. 

(t) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 8 (3). 

(tt) IWd., s. 8 (4); Finance Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 16), s. 14: Order in 
Connoil, 15th February, 1909; Old Age Pensions Regulations, 1911, r. 32. 

(a) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 10. The Old Age 
Pensions Regulations, 1911, have been made under ibis authorisation. 
The Tieasury have also by Minute, dated 20th August, 1908, given instruc- 
tions on financial matters to the jiension committees. 

(h) The Scilly Isles are deemed to be a county (Old Age Pensions Act* 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40) s. 11 (3) ). 

(e) Ibid., s. 8 (1), (2). 

(d) Ibid., B. 7 (1) (a), (b) For the duties of the oificerB, see the Old Age 
Pensions ^guiations* 1911, rr. 9, 10. 
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Saot. 2. disqualified for receiving the pension ; and whether a person haji 
The Pension been at any time or during any period in receipt of a pension at a 
AnthorltieB. certain rate when his means exceeded the amount which justified 
the payment of a pension at that rate, and, if so, at what rate the 
pension, if any, should have been paid ; and whether a person who 
IS in receipt of a pension, at a certain rate, is, having regard to his 
means, entitled to a pension at a higher or a lower rate, and if so, 
at what rate the pension, if any, should be paid ; and an applica- 
tion may be made at any time to alter or revoke a provisional 
allowance of a claim for a pension (f*). 

Any such question may be raised notwithstanding that a decision 
thereon involves a decision as to the correctness of a former 
decision of the committee or the central authority, but if by a later 
decision a former decision is reversed, a person who has received 
any sums on account of pension in accordance with the former 
decisions is entitled to retain such sum, in the absence of any fraud 
on his part (/). 

Discontinuing 1328. Where a question is raised as to the disqualification of a 
pensions. person to receive an old age pension, and it is alleged that the dis- 
qualification has arisen since the person has been in receipt of the 
pension, and that the disqualification is continuing at the time the 
question is raised, or, if it has ceased, has ceased less than three 
weeks before that time, the payment of the pension must be dis- 
continued, and no sum can be paid to the pensioner on account of 
the pension after tlie date on which the question is raised. But if 
the question is decided in favour of the pensioner, he will be entitled 
to receive all sums which would have been payable to him if the 
question had not been ra’sed(/7). 

If the decision on any question involves the discontinuance of 
an old age pension, or the reducti ui of the rate at which the 
pension is paid, or if, in a case where the payment of the pension 
has been discontinued on the raising of the question, the 
question is not decided in favour of the pensioner, the person in 
respect of whose pension the decision is given is not entitled to 
receive a pension or to receive a pension at a rate higher than that 
determined by the committee or authority, as the case may be, 
notwithstanding any change of circumstances, unless he makes a 
fresh claim for the purpose and the claim is allowed, or, in a case 
where he alleges that he is entitled to receive a pension at a higher 
rate, raises a question for the purpose and the pension is allowed 
at a higher rate (h). 


(e) Old Age Pensions Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 5, c. 16), s. 6 (1). The Old 
Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 £dw. 7, c. 40), s. 7, applies to any such question 
or application (Old Age Pensions Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 5, c. 16), s. 7 (2) ). 
These provisions appear to render unimportant the decisions in E. (Pawley) 
V. LooaX Oavemment Board for Ireland^ [1910] 2 I. R. 440, 0. A., and K, 
(SinnoU) v. Oo, Wexford Local Pension Committee^ [1910] 2 1. R. 403. 

if) See Old Age Pensions Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 5, c. 16), s. 6 (3), which to 
this extent limits the effect of the Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 40), s. 9 (2), as to which see p. 620, ante, 

(a) Old Age Pensions Act, 1911 (I & 2 Geo. 5, c. 16), s. 6 (4). 

(k) Ibid., 8. 6 (5). 
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1329. The pension officer and any person aggrieved may appeal 
tb the central pension authority against a decision of the local 
pension committee on any claim or question, and if any person, 
including the pension officer (i), is aggrieved by the refusal or 
neglect of a local pension committee to consider a claim or determine 
a question, that person may apply to the central authority, who 
may consider and determine the claim or question (A*). Appeals and 
applications must be made within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by the regulations (/). 

(i) Old Age Pensions Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Oeo. 5, c. 36), s. 6 (6). 

{k) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 7 (1) (c), (d). 

(1) Ibid. For these regulations, see Old Ace Pensions Regulations, 
19li, rr. 18 — 20. The Local Government Board must notify an applicant 
for a pension that an appeal has been taken, but is not bound to give him 
notice of the time or place fixed for hearing the appeal, nor need he be 
permitted to give evidence (B, (Cairna) v. Local Government Board, [19111 
2 1. R. 331). 


PORT AND PORT DUES. 

See Shipping and Navigation ; Waters and WATERCoiTRSEn. 


PORT OF LONDON. 

See Metropolis; Waters and Watercourses. 


Sect. 2. 

The Pension 
Authorities. 

Appeals, 


PORTIONS. 

Sef Equity; Infants and Children; Settlements; WiLLa 



( 624 ) 


PORTS AND HARBOURS. 

See Watees and Watercourses. 


POSSESSION. 

8ce Distress ; Landlord and Tenant ; Mortgvob ; Pbriinvi. 
Property ; Bead Property and Chattels Beal ; Beueivers ; 
Sale of Lind ; Sheriffs and Bailiffs. 


POSSESSORY TITLE. 

See Sale of Land. 


POSTHUMOUS CHILDREN. 

See Descent and Distribution ; Perpetuities ; Settlements ; 

Wills. 


POST-NUPTIAL SETTLEMENTS. 

See Bankruptcy and Insolvency; Fraudulent and Voidable 
Conveyances ; Settlements. 


POST-OBIT BONDS. 


See Bonds. 



( 62S ) 


POST OFFICE. 


PjiKT I. CONSTITUTION .... 




- 

PAGE 

627 

Sect. 

1. In Geneuae - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

627 

Sect. 

2. The Postmaster-General - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

628 


Sub-sect. 1. Appointment- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

628 


Sub-sect. 2. Asaistaiit PostinaKt(*r- General 

- 

- 

- 

(i2S 


Sub-sect. 3. Appointment of Officers - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

628 


Sub-eect. 4. General Powers 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(iSO 


Sub-sect. 5. Monoi>oly - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

631 

Sect. 

3. Finance - - . - . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

633 


Sub-sect. 1. Bevonuo - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(i33 


Sub-sect. 2. Expenses - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

631 


Sub-sect. 3. Accounts • - . 

• 

- 

- 

- 

631 

Part II. DEALINGS WITII LAND 

- 

- 

- 

- 

f>3 1 

Sect. 

1. Holding of Land ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(i3 1 

Sect. 

2. Acquisition of Land - . - 

- 


- 

- 

631 

Sect. 

3. Disposition of Land - - - 

- 

* 

- 

- 

(H(> 

Part III. 

CONDUCT OP BUSINESS 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(>36 

Sect. 

1. Regulations - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

<136 

Sect. 

2. Postage ----- 

- 

- 

- 


<i37 


Hub-sect. 1. In General - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

()37 


Sub-sect. 2. Bates of Postage - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

<>37 


Sub-sect. 3. Payment of J\>Htago 

- 

- 

- 

- 

<>39 


Sub -sect. 4. Becovery of Posbigo 
Sub-sect. 6. Exemptions from Postage 

- 

- 

- 

- 

<>4<) 


- 

- 

- 

- 

610 

Sect. 

3. Conditions of Transit of Postal 

Packets 

- 

- 

612 


Hub-sect. 1. In General - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

612 


Sub-sect. 2. Liability for Loss - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

<>42 


Sub-sect. 3. Onier of I^espatch 

- 

- 

- 

- 

643 


Sub-sect. 4. Beturn of Postal Packets 

- 

- 

- 

- 

644 


Sub- sect. 5. Abuse of Postal Facilities 

- 

- 

- 

- 

<>44 

Sect. 

4. Generax Regulation of Business 

- 

- 

- 

- 

645 

Sect. 

5. Newspapers - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

646 


Hub-sect. 1. lu General - - - 

- 

- 

> 

- 

646 


Sub-sect. 2. Begistiatioii - - - 

- 


• 

“ 

<>16 

Sect. 

6. Money Orders - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

618 


Sub-sect. 1. In General - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

648 


Sub-sect. 2. Provisions as to Money Orders 

- 

- 

- 

648 

Sect. 

7. Postal Orders - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

648 

Sect. 

8. Additional Postal Facilities - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

649 


8ub-8oct. 1. In Goneral - - - - - - -019 

Hub-sect. 2. Indemnity U* Postmaster- General . - - 050 

Sub-sect. 3. ArrangemoiiU with Ix>cai Authorities - - 660 



626 


Post OyricB, 


Part IIT. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS-con/wuctf. 


rAoa 


Sett. 9. Coyv'EYANCE of Mails - - • - . - 651 

Sub-sect. 1. In General ------- 651 

Sub-sect. 2. Inland 651 

Siib*sect. 3. By Ship ------- 654 

Sub-sect. 4. Exemption from Tolls ----- 656 

Sect. 10. Establishment of Posts in British Possessions - 657 

Sect. 11. Arrangements with Foreign Countries - - - 657 

Part IV. COMMUNICATIONS BY POST 657 

Sect. 1. Legal Effect 657 

Sect. 2. Evidence 658 

Part V. OFFENCES 659 

Sect. 1. In General 659 

Sect. 2. Infringement of Postal Monopoly- - - - 660 

Sect. 3. Abuse of Exemption of Privileged Persons* 

Letters - - - *660 

Sect. 4. Abuse of Exemption of Shipowners* Letters - 660 
Sect. 5. Fraudulent Eetention of Mail Bag or Postal 

Packet - -- -- - - --CGl 

Sect. 6. Sending Dangerous Substance by Post - - - 662 

Sect. 7* Interference with liETTERS ----- 662 

Sect. 8. Negligence or Misconduct of Letter Carriers - 663 

Sect. 9. Fraudulent Issue of Money Orders - - - 664 

Sect. 10. Sending or Making Paper in Imitation of Post 

Office Paper -------- 664 

Sect. 11. Fictitious Stamps 665 

Sect. 12. Unauthorised Notice as to Carrying on Post 

Office Business - 665 

Sect. 13. Unauthorised Affixing of Notices to Post 

Office --------- 666 

Sect. 14. Injury to Letter Boxes 606 

Sect. 15. Obstruction of Officer of the Post Office - - 667 

Secf. 10. Demanding Toll for Mails 067 

Sect. 17. Soliciting to Commit Offences - - g07 

Part VI. LEGAL PEOCEEDINGS 668 

Sect. 1. Eecovery of Fines and Forf'eitures - - - 668 

Sect. 2. Summary Proceedings 668 

SEcr. 3. Indictments - -- 669 

Sect. 4. Proceedings apart from Post Oitice Act, 1908 - 003 


For Annuitie$ - - - See 

BilU of Exchange - - - 

Carriers - - - - 

Citniracts hy Post --- 
Criminal Laio - - - 

Jnsuranf^e - - - . 

Mail - 

Messengers - - - - 


title Insurance ; Eentcharges and 
Annuities. 

, BhXs of Exchange. 

, Carriers. 

, Contract. 

, Criminal Law and Procedure, 

, Insurance. 

, SHG«?N0 and NATiOATlON. 

, Street and Aerial Traffic. 
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Pvf^Naiional Inmmnce 

Negligence - - - - 

Old Age Ftneione 
Public Anihoritiea Protection 
Art 


Railways - - - - 

Revenue - « - - 

Havinga Bank - - . 

t^ihop Hours Act - - - 

Teh graphs and Telephones 
Weights and Measures - 


See iiUe Work and L^ujovr. 

„ NeolioencR. 

„ Poor Law. 

„ Public Authorities and Public 
Officers. 

„ Railways and Canals. 

„ Revenue. 

Bankers and Banking. 
Factories and Shops. 

„ Telegraphs and Telephones. 

„ Weights and Measures. 


Part I. — Constitution. 

Sect. 1. — In General, 

1330. The Post Office is conducted by the Postmaster-General with 
the aid of an Assistant Postmaster- General, and a staff of permanent 
officials (a). Its business includes the transmission of inland, 
foreign, and colonial correspondence ; the transmission of telegraphic 
messages ; the conduct of telephone communications, and of wire- 
less telegraphy (i), in respect of all of which it has a monopoly (c) ; 
the transmission of small sums through the post by means of money 
orders and postal orders (d) ; the conduct of the Post Office Savings 
Lank, and of investments in Government stock (e); life insurance, 
and the grant of annuities (/) through the medium of the Bank of 
England. It also sells postage stamps, post-cards, letter-cards, 
stamped envelopes and newspaper wrappers ; issues local taxation 


(a) The staff includes a solicitor, who is deemed duly qualified to act 
under the Attorneys and Solicitors Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 68), s. 12 ; 
see also Revenue Solicitors* Act, 1828 (0 Geo 4, c. 25); Solicitors Act, 1843 
(6 & 7 Viet. c. 73), s. 47 ; Solicitors Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 127), 
8. 33 ; and title Solicitors. 

(b) The business of the National Telephone Co., Limited, was transferred 
to the Post Office by the Telephone Transfer Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 5, 
c. 26), a.<» amended by the Telephone Transfer Amendment Act, 1911 (I A; 
2 Geo. 6, c. .56), and a working agreement between the Postmaster- 
General and Marconi’s Wiieless Telegraph Co., Limited, waa concluded in 
March, 1912. As to licences for wireless telegraphy, see the Wireless 
Telegraphy Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 24). As to telegraphs and telephones 
generally, see title Telegraphs and Telephones. As to nuisance by 
telegraph wires, see title Nuisance, Vol. XXI., p. 516. 

(c) The Post Office originated in the provision by the Crown of 
messengers, starting at fixed times, and travelling by means of relays of 
horses, for the carnage of letters between London and two or three of tlio 
principal towns of the kingdom ; a monopoly of the right so to carry 
fetters was subsequently claimed. The first statutory grant of a monopoly 
was embodied in an Ordinance of the Protectorate ; this was replaced by 
an Act passed soon after the Restoration, and the monopoly has been 
regranted from time to time in substantially the same form by successive 
statutes; that now in force is the Post Office Act, 1008 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), 
M. 3, 34 (2), (3) ; and see pp. 631, 660, poet. 

id) See pp. 648, 649, poet. 

(e) See title Bankers and Banking, Vol. I., pp. 579, 580. 

(/) ^ titles Bankers and Banking, Vol. I., p. 530; Rentcharqes 
and Annuities. 


In general. 
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SECT. 1. 

In General. 


Appointment. 


Oath. 


Power to 

uppoint 

Asnitftant 

rostmAhtcr* 

General, 

Power to 

appoint 

subordinates. 

Salaries. 


licences (//) ; Carries parcels (/<)f paj’s old age pensions (i), and trans- 
acts various other Government business of minor importance (J )• 

Sect. 2 . — The Postinaster-GencraL 
Sub-Sect. 1 . — A ppoinimenU 

1331. The Postmaster-General is appointed by His Majesty by 
letters patent, by the style of Ilis Majesty’s Postmaster-General (A:)- 
By virtue of such appointment the benefit of all contracts, bonds, 
securities, and things in action, vested in his predecessor, is trans- 
ferred to, and vested in, the person so appointed, in the same 
manner as if he had been contracted with instead of his predecessor, 
and as if his name had been inserted therein instead of the name of 
his predecessor (1). 

Appointment to the office of Postmaster-General does not disqualify 
the holder from being elected, or from sitting or voting, as a member 
of the House of Commons (m). 

1332. Upon acceptance of office the Postmaster- General must 
take the statutory oath of allegiance and official oath 

Sub-Sect. 2. — As is' ant Post master -General, 

1333. The Postmaster-General may appoint an Assistant Post- 
master-General, who is not, by reason of his office, incapable of 
being elected to, or of voting in, the House ol Commons (o), 

Sub-Sect. 3 . — intment of OJfiiers, 

1334. The Postmaster-General has power by statute (p) to appoint 
such officers, deputies, agents, and servants as seem to him 
necessary. 

The salaries of the Postmaster-General, the Assistant Postmaster- 
General, and of the permanent stuff of the Post Office are paid out 


(g) See title Revenue. 

\h) See p. 653, post. 

(t) See title Poor Law. 

(;) As to the duties of the Post Office under the National Insurance 
Act, 1011 (1 & 2 Geo. 5, c. 55), see title Work ano Labour. As to pro- 
visions under the Finance Act, 1011 (1 & 2 0 k>. 5, o. 48), a. 20), for 
enabling the Post Office to exercise powers in relation to stamps etc., see 
title Revenue. 

(A:) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 33 (1) ; see title Constitu- 
tional Law, Vol. VIL, pp. 106, 106. See also p. 634, post 

(l) Post Office Act, 1608 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 33 (2). Balances standing 
in the name of the Postmaster-General are, at his death, resignation or 
removal, vested in and transferred to the public accounts of his 
successor (Exchequer and Audit Departments Act, 1866 (20 & 30 Viet. 
€. 39), 8. 18). 

(m) See Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Anne, c. 41) ; Post Office 
(Postmaster-General) Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. o. 55), s. 1. As to the House 
of Commons generally, see title Paruambnt, VoL XXI., pp. 655 ei erg. 

(n) Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 dc 32 Viot. c. 72), ss. 2, 3,6. As to 
those oaths, see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VIL, pp. 24 et seg. 

(o) Assistant Postmaster-General Act, 1900 (9 Edw. 7, c. 14), s. 1. 

(f>) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 42. Any officer appointed 
under any Act repealed by the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), is 
deemed to have been appointed under the Post Office Act, 1908 (thtd., 
s. 92 (b) ). As to definition of ** officer of the Post Office,** see note (a)^ 
p 630, poX 
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of moneys annually voted by Parliament upon estimates submitted 
by the Treasury (q), ^ 

1335. The Postmaster-General is not liable for wrongful acts done 
by his subordinates in carrying on the business of the Post Office (r), 

1336. Any act authorised or required to be done by, to, or before 
the Postmaster-General may, subject to his special directions, be 
done by, to, or before any officer, deputy, servant, and agent 
appointed by him («). Any instrument requiring to be executed by 
the Postmaster-General, or to which he is a party, may be executed in 
liis name by any of the secretaries of the Post Office ; if so executed, 
it is deemed executed by him, and ha^^ effect accordingly (f). Any 
deed, instrument, money order, bill, cheque, receipt, or other 
document made for Post Office purposes by, to, or with His 
Majesty or any officer of the Post Office, is exempt from stamp 
duty (a). Any person having general or special authority under the 
seal of the Postmaster-General may, on his belialf, give any notice, 
or make any claim, demand, entry or distress wliich the Post- 
master-General, in his corporate capacity or otherwise, might give or 
make; every such notice, claim, demand, entry or distress is 
deemed given and made by the Postmaster-General on behalf of 
His Majesty (r). 


iq) The benefits of the Superannuation Act, 1859 (22 Viet. c. 20), are 
extended by the amending Acts (Superannuation Act Ameudmont Act, 
1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 23), now repealed, and the Superannuation Act, 1881 
(44 & 45 Viet. c. 43) ) to persons appointed before 1882 to subordinate 
positions in the Post Office without certificate from the Civil Service 
Commissioners. The Post Office and Telegraph Act, 1807 (60 & 61 Vief. 
c. 41), 8. 3, makes special provision for the superannuation of certain 
former servants of the Submarine Telegraph Co., Lin.ited, and the Soci61e 
(’armichael et Cie,, who on 1st April, 1889, entered the permanent civil 
service; see Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 40, and the Annual 
Appropriation Acts. The Telephone Transfer Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 5, 
c. 26), provides for the transferred staff of the National Telephone Co., 
Limited ; see title Telegraphs and Telephones. 

(r) Bainbridge y.Postmaster-Oeneralf [IdOQ] 1 K. B. 178, C. A. See Lane 
V. CoUon (1701), 1 Ld. Raym. 646; approved in Whitfield v. Le Despencer 
(Lord) (1778), 2 Cowp. 754 (bank-note stolon by letter sorter) ; compare 
Jones V. Monsell (1872), 6 1. R. C. L. 155, and the decision (as to the 
Admiralty) in Baleigh v. Goschen, [1898] 1 Ch, 73 ; see also Postmaster- 
General v. Green (1887), 61 J. P. 682 (inistaken representation by clerk as 
to sum payable on telegram) ; as to liability for loss of postal packet, 
see pp. 642, 643, post; as to liability in respect of money orders, see 
p. 648, post. 

(s) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 42. 

(<) Ibid., 8. 36 (1). Instruments purporting to be so executed arc 
deemed duly executed till the contrary is proved (ibid., s. 36 (2) ). 

(u) Under any statute past or future (ibid., s. 38), but this proviuon 
does not apply so as to prevent increment value duty being collected on 
any instrument by which the transfer on sale of the fee simple of, or any 
interest in, any land, or the grant of any lease of any land to the Post 
Office, or to any officer on behalf of or for the purposes of the Post Office, 
is effected or agic^ to be effected (Finance (1909 10) Act, 1910 (10 
Edw. 7 & 1 Geo. 6, c. 8), s. 10 (2) ). The exemption from stamp duty does 
not extend to duty declared by the document, or some memorandum 
indorsed thereon, to be payable by some person other than the Po^master. 
General, nor to any specific charge by a future Act (Post Oflice Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7. c. 48). s. 38) ; see title Revenue. 

(V) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 37- 
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1337. No officer of the Post Office (a) can be compelled to ^erve 
as mayor (b) or sheriflf, or in any ecclesiastical, corporate parochial 
or other public office or employment, or on any jury or inquest, 
or in the militia (c). 

1338. Where an officer of the Post Office (rf) vacates his office, 
whether by reason of dismissal, resignation, death, or otherwise, he, 
or, if he be dead, his personal representative or the person acting 
as such, must deliver to the Postmaster- General all articles, whether 
uniform, accoutrements, appointments, or other necessaries, issued 
to such officer for the execution of his duty, and not his properly, 
in good order and condition, fair wear and tear only excepted (e), 

Sub-Sect. 4 . — Geueral Powers . 

1339. The Postmaster-General has power to establish posts (/) 
and post offices {(f) as he thinks expedient, and to collect, receive, 
forward, convey, and deliver, in such manner as he thinks expedient, 
all postal packets (/<) transmitted within, or to, or from the British 


(а) “Officer of the Post Office ''includes the Postmaster- General, and any 
person employed in any business of the Post Office, whether employed by 
the Postmaster-General, or by any person under him or on behalf of the 
Post Office (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 89) ; see note (0» 
p. 664, post 

(б) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 43. As to the office of 
mayor, see title Local Government, Vol. XIX., pp. 296 ei sea, 

•(c) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 43 ; see title Juries, 
Vol. XVIII., p. 232, note (e). Exemption from the office of parish con- 
stable was given by the Parish Constables Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Yict. c. 20), 
8. 5. As to protection of officers of the Post Office in actions, see title 
Public Authorities and Public Officers. 

(d) See note (a), supra, 

(e) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 44 (1). Any person failing 
to do so is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 40«., 
and to pay such further sum, not exceeding 40«., as the court may deter- 
mine to be the value of the articles undelivered or of the damage done 
thereto (ibid,, s. 44 (2) ). A justice of the peace in such case may issue a 
search warrant as in the case of stolen goods (ibid., s. 44 (3) ). As to 
search wairants generally, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., p. 310; Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 676; Police, p, 498, 
post 

(f) By the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 92 (a), any post 
established under any Act thereby repealed continues as if estab- 
lished under the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48). 

(y) **PoBt office*’ is defined (ibid,, s. 89) as including any house, building, 
room, carriage, or place used for the purpose of the Post Office, and any 
}.ost office letter box. The expression ** post office letter box *’ includes 
any pillar box, wall box, or other box or receptacle provided by the permis- 
sion or under the authority of the Postmaster-General for the purpose of 
receiving postal packets, or any of them, for transmission by or under 
his authority (ibid.). As to notices in post offices and as to early 
closing, see p. 645, post 

(h) “ Postal packet ” means a letter, post-card, reply post-card, news- 
paper, book packet, pattern or sample packet, or parcel, and every packet 
or article transmissible by post, and includes a telegram (Post Omoe Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, o.«48), s. 89). Upon the question whether any postal 
packet a letter or any other description of postal packet within the 
meaning of this Act, or any warrant or regulations made thereunder, the 
decision of the Postmaster-General is final ; but the Treasury may, if 
t !iey think fit, on the application of any person interested, reverse or modify 
iuc decision and order accordingly (ibid., s. 19). 
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l 8 ls 9 dB(t) or any British possession subject to the provisions 
contained in the Post OflSce Act, 1908 (/). 

The Postmaster-General’s powers extend to the Channel Islands 
and the Isle of Man (m), and to British possessions where there is a 
post established by him, subject to modification by Order in Council 
or by any enactment of the legislature of the possession (n). 

1340. He may also, with the consent of the Treasury, either 
generally, or in the case of any particular person, authorise letters 
or other postal packets to be sent, conveyed, and delivered other- 
wise than by post (o), and the same to be collected otherwise than 
by an officer of the Post Office, subject to such conditions and 
restrictions as are specified in the Post Office regulations (p). 

Sub-Sect. o.—Mono2>oh/, 

1341. Subject to the provisions contained in the Post Office 
Act, 1908 {q\ with respect to British possessions (r)» the Postmaster- 
General has, subject to the exceptions set out below, wherever 
within His Majesty’s dominions posts (s), or post communications, 
are for the time being established, the exclusive privilege (t) of 
conveying from one place to another all letters (»)» and also the 
exclusive privilege of j^ei'^oi’^ning all the incidental services of 
receiving, collecting, sending, despatching, and delivering all letters. 

The exceptions are : — 

• (1) Letters sent by a private friend in his way, journey, or travel, 


(i) ** British Islands include the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man 
(Interpretation Act, 1889 (52d:53 Viet. c. 63), s. 18(1); see title Statutes). 

(k) ** British possession*’ does not include the Channel Islands or Isle of 
Man (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7,c. 48), s. 89) ; under the Interpreta- 
tion Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 63), s. 18 (2), it includes any part of His 
Majesty’s dominions eic elusive of the United Kingdom. 

(l) 8 Edw. 7,0. 48, s. 34(1). 

(m) Ibid,, 8 . 88. 

(n) Ibid., B. 84. As to the power of the legislature of a British possession 
to establish posts and the effect of the exercise of this power upon the 
Postmaster-Generars position, see p. 667, post. 

(o) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 14(a); see District 
Messenger Company Warrant, 1907 (Stat. K. & 0., 1907, p. 913), and con- 
ditions therein contained. 

(p) Post Office Act. 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 14. For definition of 

officer of the Post Office,” see note {a), p. 630, ante. 

iq) 8 Edw. 7, c. 48. 

(r) See p. 667, post. 

(s) ‘‘Post” here includes all postcomraunications by land or water (except 

outward-bound vessels not being employed by or under the Post Office or 
Admiralty to carry postal packets (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), 
a. 34 (6)* ). “ Outward-bound ” includes vessels bound from ports in the 

United Kingdom or in a British possession (ibid., a. 89). For definition of 
•* postal packet,” see note (h), p. 630, ante. It is unlawful to make a col- 
lection of letters for transmission by a private outward-bound vessel (Post 
Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 34 (2) ). 

(0 Ibid., 8. 34 (2). The postal monopoly only is here dealt with ; for 
the Postmaster-General’s telegraph and telephone monopoly, see title 
Teleorapiis and Telephones. 

(«) “ Letter” here includes packet (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), 
a. 34 (7) ). The monopoly does not extend to newspapers (ibid., s, 20 (3) ; 
see pp. 646 ei seq., post), ox to parcels (see pp. 653, 654, post). 
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60 as those letters be delivered by him to the person to whom ^ihey 
are directed ; 

(2) Letters sent by a messenger on purpose, concerning the private 
affairs of the sender or receiver thereof {v ) ; 

(3) Commissions or returns thereof, and affidavits and writs, 
process or proceedings, or returns thereof, issuing out of a court of 
justice ; 

(4) Letters sent out of the British Islands by a private vessel, 
not being a vessel carrying postal packets (a) under contract ; 

(5) Letters of merchants, owners of vessels of merchandise, or the 
cargo or loading therein, sent by those vessels of merchandise or by 
any person employed by those owners for the carriage of those 
letters, according to their respective directions, and delivered to the 
respective persons to whom they ,are directed, without paying or 
receiving hire or reward, advantage or profit for the same in any 
wise (h) ; 

(6) Letters concerning goods or merchandise sent by common 
known carriers (c), to be delivered with the goods which those letters 
concern, without hire or reward or other profit or advantage for 
receiving or delivering those letters. 

1342. None of these statutory exceptions authorise anyone to 
make a collection of such excepted letters for the purpose of sending 
them in the manner thereby authorised (d). 

1343. Subject as aforesaid, the following persons are (e) expressly 
forbidden to carry a letter, or to receive or collect or deliver a letter, 
although they receive no hire or reward for it : — 

(1) Common known carriers (c), their servants or agents, except a 
letter concerning goods in their carts or waggons or on their pack 
horses (/), and owners, drivers, or guards of stage coaches ; 

(2) Owners, masters, or commanders of ships, vessels, or steam- 
boats, sailing or passing coastwise or otherwise between ports or 
places within the British Islands, or between, to, or from any ports 
within His Majesty’s dominions out of the British Islands, or their 
servants or agents, except in respect of letters of merchants, owners 
of ships or goods on board ; 

(3) Passengers or other persons on board any such ship, vessel, 
or steam-boat ; 

(4) The owners of, or sailors, watermen, or others on board, a 


{v) See Circular Deliveiy Co., Lid. v. Clare (1869), 20 L. T. 701 (con- 
viction under the similar x^rovision in the Post Office (Manfgemeot) Act, 
1837 (7 Will. 4 At 1 Viet. o. 33), repealed by Post Office Act, 1908 (8 
Edw. 7, c. 48). 

(a) For definition of ^‘postal packet,** see note (A), p. 630, ante, 

(b) As to shipping generally, and as to owners and masters of ships, see 
title Shipping and Navigation. 

(c) As to who is a common carrier, see title Cakrieiis, Vol. IV., 
rp. 1—5. 

(d) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 34 (2). 

{e) Ibid,, s. 34 (3). 

(/) See Bennett v, Clough (1818), 1 B. At Aid. 461 (a decision under 
slat. (1802) 42 Geo. 3, c. 81, s. 6 (now repealed) ). 
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sliip, vessel, steam-boat, or other boat or barge passing or repassiiig 
on apriver or navigable canal within His Majesty’s dominions (<;)• 

1344. Any unauthorised pen-son who sends or causes to be sent, or 
tenders or delivers in order to be sent, or conveys, or performs any 
service incidental to conveying, otherwise than by post (/<), any 
letter not excepted from the exclusive privilege of the Postmaster- 
General, or makes a collection of those excepted letters for the 
purpose of conveying or sending them either by post or otherwise, 
is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £5 for every 
letter, or, if he be in the practice of doing any of the said things, 
to a forfeit of dtlOO for every week during which the practice is 
continued (i). 

Sect. 3. — Finance. 

Sub-Sect, l.—lievinne. 

1345. The gross revenues of the Post Office (;) must be paid at 
the times and under the regulations prescribed by the Treasury, to 
the account of Ilis Majesty’s Exchequer at the Bank of England and 
the Bank of Ireland respectively (A ). But of the gross receipts (/) 
from the carriage of postal parcels {m) conveyed by railway (n), 
eleven-twentieths, or, upon revision, such other amount as may be 
fixed by agreement or arbitration (o), must by statute (p) be appor- 
tioned and paid to the railway companies through the medium of 
the London Bailway Clearing Committee (q). 

1346. Post Office revenue vested in the Crown is alienable, charge- 
able, or grantable by the Sovereign for his or her life only ; all gifts, 
grants, or alienations made otherviso are null and void (/•). 

(g) As to rivers and navigable canals, see titles Railways anj> Canal‘< ; 
AVaiers and Watercourses. 

(h) See definition, note (s), p. 031, ante. 

(i) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Kdw. 7, c. 48), s. 34 (4), (5). As to offences 
and penalties generally, see p. 660, pout. 

(/) After deduction of payments lor draw-backs, bounties of tlie nature 
of draw-backs, repayments, and discounts (Excliequer and Audit Depart* 
ments Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 39), s. 10). 

(k) Ibid. ; and see title Revenue. 

\l) See Post Office (Parcels), Act 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 74), fs. 2 (2), 4. 

(m) “ Parcels ” are all such postal packets as by the Regulations ol the 
Treasury, made under the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Kdw. 7, c. 48), are defined 
to be parcels (Post Office (Parcels) Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 74), s. 17 ; 
Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 91). See Inland Post \Varraiit, 
1903, s. 79 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., Post Office, p. 32). 

(?i) See p. 653, post. 

(o) See Post Office (Parcels) Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 74), s. 8. Under 
the Railway Companies Arbitration Act, 1859 (22 23 Viet. c. 53), and 

amending Acts, and now by the Conveyance of Mails Act, 1893 (56 & 57 
A'ict. c. 38), 8. 1, at the instance of any party, the Railway and Canal 
Commission are the tribunal of arbitration, as to which see titles Courts, 
Vol. IX., p. 217 : Railways and Canals. 

ip) Post Office (Parcels) Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 74), s. 6. 

(q) Ibid., ss. 5, 12 ; and see Railway Clearing Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet, 
e. xxxiii ) : title Railways and Canals. 

(r) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 39 ; see also Crown Lands 
Act, 1702 (1 Anne, c. 1), s. 7, confirmed by Civil List Act, 1837 (1 & 2 Viet, 
c. 2), 8. 1 ; Civil List Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7 & 1 Geo. 5, c. 28); see tille 
Constitutional Law, Vol. VII., p. 108. 
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Sub-Secit. 2.— i 

1347. Without prejudice to the provision above-mentioned is to 
payment for the carriage of parcels, all expenses incurred by the 
rostmaster’General in the management of the Post Office are paid 
out of moneys provided by Parliament (s). 

Sub-Sect. S,— Accounts, 

1348. The Postmaster-General must cause such accounts to be 
kept of the Post Office revenue and expenses by such officers and 
under such regulations as the Treasury direct (t). 

1349. The Comptroller and Auditor-General must, if so required 
by, and according to any regulations prescribed by, the Treasury, 
examine and audit the accounts of the Post Office (a). 


Part II. — Dealings with Land. 

Sect. 1. — Holding of Land. 

1350. The Postmaster-General for the time being is a corporation 
sole {h) for the purpose of acquiring and holding land (c). All land 
vested in him is held in trust for His Majesty for the purpose of the 
Post Office (d). 

Sect. 2. — Acquisition of Land. 

* 1351. The Postmaster-General, with the consent of the Treasury, 
may purchase land for the purpose of the Post Office (e). Such 

(a) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 40. 

(t) Ibid., B. 41. Accounts of the payments of gross revenues into the 
Exchequer must be rendered to the Comptroller and Auditor* General 
daily, m such form as the Treasury may prescribe (Exchequer and Audit 
Departments Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 39), s. 10). 

(a) Ibid., s. 33. 

(5) By the name of His Majesty’s Postmaster-General with perpetual 
succession and an official seal (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), 
s. 46(1)); see title Corporations, Vol. VIII., p. 306. As to the purpose of 
his incorporation, see Bainbridge v. Postmaster-General, [1906] 1 K. fe. 178, 
C. A., per Mathew, L. J., at pp. 193, 194 ; as to the effect of his demise, see 
some observations of F. W. Maitland, Law Quarterly Review, Vol. XVII., 
p. 146; see title Constitutional Law, Vol. VH., pp. 105, 106; and 
see, further, p. 628, ante, 

(o) Land ” here includes any right or easement in, over, or in respect 
of land (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 46 (4) ). 

(d) The ** purpose of the Post Office ” means any purpose of any of the 
Post Office Acts or of any Acts for the time being in force relating to 
Post Office money orders, Post Office telegraphs, or Post Office savmgs 
banks, and includes any purpose relating to or in connection with the 
execution of the duties for the time being undertaken by the Postmaster- 
General or any of his officers {ibid., s. 89). 

(e) Ibid,, 8. 46 G)> see title Compulsory Purchase op Land and 
Compensation, Vol. VI., p. 162 ; see deffnition of “ land ” in note (c), 
supra. See also the text, supra. The vendor or lessor is not bound or 
entitled to inquire if the dealing has statutory authority or the consent 
of the T^reasury (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 47 (3) ). 
Where the Postmaster-General has purchased land, compulsorily or by 
agreement, for the purposes of the Post Office, with notice of restrictive 
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purchase is sometimes made under special statutory powers (/) ; it 
may* also be made under the provisions of the Lands Clauses 
Acts(/)f), which are incorporated with the Poet Office Act, 1908{/(), 
except the provisions relating to access to the special Act (t). 

The provisions of these incorporated Acts with respect to com- 
pulsory purchase of land must not be put in force until the sanction 
of Parliament has been obtained (j). 

1352 . At least three months befoi’e application is made to 
Parliament for sanction to the compulsory purchase of land, the 
Postmaster-General, with the consent of the Treasury, must serve a 
notice on every owner or reputed owner, lessee or reputed lessee, and 
occupier of any land intended to be so purchased, describing the 
land intended to be taken, and in general terms the purposes to 
which it is to be applied, and stating the intention of the Treasury 
to obtain the sanction of Parliament to the purchase thereof, and 
inquiring whether the person so served assents or dissents to the 
taking of his land, and requesting him to forward to the Treasury 
any objections he maj^ have to his land being taken (/c). The 
Treasury must, at some time after the service of the notice, make a 
local inquiry by a competent officer into the objections made by 
any persons whose land is required to be taken, and by an.y other 
persons interested ( 1 ). The Treasury, if satisfied after inquiry that 
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covenants thereon, the covenantee’s remedv for injury is to claim com- 
pensation under the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet, 
c. 18), 8. 68 (see title CoMPULsemT Purchase of Laki> and Compensation, 
Vol. VI., p. 43), and not damages by action for breach of covenant (see 
Kirby v, Harrogate School Board, [1896] 1 Ch. 437, 0. A.). Similarly, inter- 
ference by a Post Office building with ancient lights cannot bo restrained, 
but gives rise to a claim for compensation. As lo acquisition of rights to 
light as against the Crown, see title Easements and Profits A Prendrk, 
Vol. XL, p. 309. For a ca^e of alleged breach of covenant by the 
Postmaster-General to use premises as a post office for the district, 
see Wadham v. Postmaster General (1871), L. R. 6 Q. B. 644. For form 
of lease to the Postmaster-General, see Encyclopsedia of Forms and Pre- 
cedents, Vol. VII., p. 418. As to increment value duty and stamp duty, 
see p. 629, ante, 

if) For example, power was given by the Post Office Extension Act, 
18t)5 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 87), to purchase a site for the extension of the 
General Post Office in St. Martin’s-le-Grand, and by the Post Office 
(Sites) Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 46), to acquire certain lands in London, 
Birmingham, Bristol, and Newcastle-upon-Tyne for the public service. 
The Public Buildings Expenses Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 6), provided for 
defraying expenses of purchase of land for, and works on. Post Office 
buildings at Queen Victoria Street and West Kensington; see also 
Public Buildings Expenses Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 41). 

ig) See title Real Property and Chattels Real. 

(A) 8 Edw 7, c, 48, s. 46. 

(i) In construing those Acts for this purpose, the Post Office Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 48), is the “ special Act,^’ the Postmaster-General is “ the 
promoter of the undertaking,” and ” land ” has the meaning as in note (c), 
p. 634, ante (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 46 (2) (a) ), The bond 
required by the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet, c, 18), 
s 85, must be under the Postmaster-Generars seal, and is sufficient without 
sureties (Post Office Act. 1908 (8 Edw. 7, C. 48), s. 46 (2) (b) ). 

(;) Jbid,, ft. 46 (2) (c). 
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the land ought to be taken, may submit a Bill to Paxliament 
authorising the Postmaster-General to take the land. Any «uch 
Bill is deemed to be a public Bill, and, if passed into an Act, to 
have conveyed the sanction of Parliament to the compulsory 
purchase therein mentioned. The period for the compulsory pur- 
chase is three years after the passing of the Act (m). 

1353. Where the Postmaster-General deems it expedient, with 
the consent of the Treasu^, to purchase for the purpose of the 
Post Office any land belonging to His Majesty in right of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, the Chancellor and Council of the Duchy may, if they 
think fit, agree with the Postmaster-General for the sale of, and 
may absolutely make sale of, such land for such sum of money as 
may to them appear sufficient consideration for the same (n). 

Sect. 3. — Disposition of Land. 

1364. The Postmaster-General may, with the consent of the 
Treasury, sell, exchange (o), lease, or surrender on any terms, any 
land for the time being vested in him (p), stipulating for, creating, 
or reserving all such rights or easements as may be deemed 
proper ((/). He may sell either by public auction or by private 
contract, and may make any stipulations, as to title or otherwise, in 
any conditions of sale or contract of sale or exchange, and may buy 
in at any auction, and may rescind or vary any contract for sale or 
exchange, and may re-sell or re-exchange any such lund(/‘). 


Part III. — Conduct of Business. 

Sect. 1. — llcg illations. 

1355. The Treasury may make regulations by warrant (s), on 

(w) If while the Bill is pending in either House of Parliament a petition 
is presented against anything comprised therein, the Bill may bo referred 
to a select committee, and the petitioner may appear and oppose as in i he 
case of private Bills (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 46 (2) (f) ). 
See also title Parliament, Vol. XXL, pp. 747 et gpq. 

(n) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 46 (3). The land may be 
assured to the Postmaster-General, and the money is to be paid and dealt 
with as if the land had been sold under the Duchy of Lancaster Lands 
Act, 1866 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 68). See also title Constiiutional Law, 
Vol. VH.,pp. 221, 222, 228. 

(o) On any such exchange he may give or receive any money for equality 
of exchange (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 47 (1) ). 

(p) Ibid, No party to the dealing is bound or entitled to inquire 
whether statutory authority or the consent of the Treasury has been 
given thereto {ibid., s, 47 (3) ). 

(q) Ibid., 6. 47 (2). 

(r) Ibid., 8. 47 (1). As to stamp duty, see p. 629, ante. 

(«) Any such waiTant may be signified in manner provided by the 
Treasury Instruments (Signature) Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 89) ; any 
order, consent, authority, or direction of the Treasury (not being a warrant) 
under the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, e. 48), may be signified either 
as by that Act provided, or under the hand one of their secretaries or 
assistant secretaries (see p. 620, ante) (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
e. 48), 8. 83). Warrants or regulations made under any Act repealed by 
the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw 7, c. 48), may he revoked or ^tered by 
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the representation of <he Postmaster-General (t), with respect to nil 
matters autlioiised or required by the Post Office Act. 1908 (u), to be 
effei ted by Post Office regulations (t). All Post Office regulations 
must be laid as soon as may be before both Houses of Parliament, 
and a notice of the regulations having been made, and of the place 
where copies of them can be purchased, must be published in the 
London Gazette («•). 

Sect. 2. — Postage. 

Pub-Sect. 1. — /« a<nerdl. 

1356. On all postal packets (j?) which are conveyed or delivered 
for conveyance by post under his authority, the Postmaster-General 
has power to charge, for the use of His Majesty, such postage (u) 
and other sums as may be fixed by the Treasury by warrant (z). 

Sub- Sect 2.— Rates of PosUfje. 

1357. The Treasury may within certain limits (a), by warrant (/>), 
fix the rates of postage (c) and other sums to be charged in respect 

warrant under the Post Office Act, 1008 (8 £dw. 7, c. 48), but, if not so 
revoked or altered, they remain in force s. 92 (d) ). 

(0 8. 82 (1). 

(tt) 8 Edw. 7, c. 48. 

(v) “Post Office regulations” are rcgulai ions for the time being in force 
made under the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48). by warrant of the 
Treasury, whether made upon the recommendation of the Postmaster- 
General or otherwise (ibid., s. 89). The matters aulhorlsed or inquired to bo 
effected by Post Office Regulations are : — Rates of postage (see the text, 
supra, and pp. 638, 639, post) ; conditions of transit (see p. 642, post) ; 
circulars or marks on newspapers not chargeable as letters (p. 639, post) ; 
re-direction of postal packets (p.639, post), and of privileged letters 641, 
post) ; postal arrangements with foreign States (p. 6.57, post) ; stamping 
paper provided privately (p. 640, post) ; collection and delivery of letters 
not by post (p. 631, ante); detention of book-packets (p. 643, post); 
indecent communications (p. 644, post) ; newspaper supplements (p. 647, 
post) ; literature for the blind (p. 638, post) ; money orders (p. 648, post) ; 
postal orders (p. 648, post) ; and gratuities to masters of vessels (p. 656, 
post). See the warrants thereat severally referred to ; as to the effect thereof, 
see Post Office Guide. See also note (p), p. 642, poet. As to proof of Post 
Office regulations, see Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 36 ; see 
title Evidence, Vol. XIII., p. 625, note {g), 

(w) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 82 (2). 

(uf) See note {h), p. 630, ante, 

(y ) ** Postage ” means the duty chargeable for the transmission of postal 
packets (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 89). All duties of 
postage and other sums in respect of postal packets payable in pursuance 
of the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), or any warrant or regulations 
made thereunder, are char^able as stamp duties, and all enactments 
relating to stamp duties apply thereto (ibid.,%, 10). As to provisions under 
the Finance Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 5,c. 48), s. 20,for enabling the Post Office 
to exercise powers in relalion to stamps etc., see title Revenue. 

(z) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), ss. 1, 2. 

(а) See p. 638, post, 

(б) See note (s), p. 636, ante, A warrant under the Post Office Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), may, subject to the limitations therein contained, 
revoke and alter any existing rate of postage or other sums, and any 
existing warrant and regulation made under any Act thereby repealed 
(ibid,, 8. 02 (d) ). 

(c) See note (y), supra. 
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of postal packets (d) under the Post Office Act, 1908 (e) ; and may 
regulate tne scale of weights and the circumstances according to 
which those rates and sums are to be charged, and the power of the 
Postmas'er-General, with or without the consent of the Treasury, 
to remit any such rates or sums (/). 

1358. In the British Islands the minimum rate for an inland (g) 
letter must be one penny; the maximum prepaid rate for (1) an 
inland post-card (/i), one halfpenny; (2) a reply post-card, double 
that sum ; (8) en inland book packet, one halfpenny for every 
two ounces in weight, or for any fractional part of two ounces above 
the first or any additional two ounces ; (4) each inland registered 
newspaper, whether with or without a supplement or supplements, 
and whether single or in a packet of two or more, one halfpenny ; 
but for an inland packet of two or more registered newspapers, 
with or without a supplement or supplements, the maximum rate 
is the prepaid postage for an inland book packet of the same 
weight (i). 

1359. A Treasury warrant may also fix special rates and regula- 
tions for the transmission by post of postal packets consisting of 
books and papers impressed for the use of the blind (j). 

1360. Bates of postage between the United Kingdom and British 
possessions and foreign countries are fixed by the Postal Union 
Convention, except in the case of the very few countries which are 
not parties to the Postal Union, when the rates are the subject of 
special agreement (/r). The Treasury is by statute (/) authorised to 
make regulations, by warrant, for carrying into effect the provisions 
of the Postal Union Convention, so far as they relate to foreign 
States, and any other arrangements, with respect to the con- 
veyance by post of postal packets between the British Islands and 
places out of the British Islands, or between places out of the British 
Islands (m). 


((/) See note (i^), p. 630, ante. 

(e) 8 Edw. 7, c. 48. 

(/) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), 8. 2. 

(ff) ** Inland,’' used in relatioa to any postal packet or description 
thereof, means, in the case ol the British Islands, posted therein and 
addressed to some place therein ; in the case of a British possession, 
posted therein and addressed to some place therein ; used in relatioa to 
postage, it means the postage charged on the packet (ibid., s. 89). 

(^) 8^ note (i), p. 643, post. 

(i) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 2 (1) (a), (b). 

(/) Ibid,, s. 2 (1) (d) ; see Inland Post Warrant, 1903 (Stat. B. & 0. 
Bev., Vol. X., Post Office, p. 8), as amended by Inland Post Amendment 
(No. 9) Warrant, 1907 (Stat. R. & 0., 1907, p. 876) (rates of postage), 
and Inland Post Amendment (No. 10) Warrant, 1908 (Stat. B. & O., 
1908, p. 714) (special conditions relating to literature for the blind). 

(itr) A meeting of all States belonging to the Union is held about every 
five years, and between the meeting the business of the Union is trans- 
acted by the International Postal Bureau at Berne. The Convention 
originally made at Berne in 1875 is revised at the successive meetings ; 
the last revision took place at Rome in 1906. 

(7) P4>8i Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, e. 48). s. 4. 

(i«i) See p. 657, post. As to the maximum rate of prepaid postage on 
newspapers, not being inland postage, see p. 646, post. 
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1361* PostOflSce regulations (w) may determine (1) hat circulars 
or commercial, legal, and other similar documents (o), and (2) 
what marks or indications referring to the contents of a registered 
newspaper (p), when written or jprinted on the newspaper or its 
cover, shall not be charged with postage as letters {q). 

Such regulations may also make provisions respecting the 
re-direction of postal packets, and the transmission of postal packets 
so re-directed, either free of charge or subject to such postage as 
may be specified in the regulations (?’). 

Sub-Sect, d,— Payment of Postage. 

1362. Postage is usually prepaid by means of stamps. When an 
inland letter or packet (other than Votes or Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedings («)) in the British Islands is not prepaid or is insufficiently 
prepaid, the postage charged thereon is, subject to any Treasury 
Warrant under the Post Office Act, 1908) (0, double the postage 
otherwise chargeable on the deficiency («). 

1363. Where the postage or any other sum chargeable on any 
postal packet (^?) is not prepaid by the sender, or is insufficiently 
prepaid, the postage or sum, or the deficiency, as the case may he, 
must be paid by the addressee on the delivery thereof to him ; or, 
if the postal packet is refused, or the addressee is dead or cannot 
be found, by the sender (tc). In such case of non-prepayment or 
insufficient prepayment, if the addressee, on receiving the packet 
and paying the amount due, desires to reject it, and to compel the 
sender thereof to pay the amount due, the Postmaster-General, on 
the application of the addressee, and subject to Post Office regula- 
tions (x), may charge the postage or other sum, or deficiency, as the 
case may be, to the sender, with the additional postage of returning 
the packet to him : the sender must then pay the said charges, and 
on payment thereof by him the Postmaster-General must repay the 
addressee (a). 

Postage may be prepaid in certain cases by money (/>). 


(n) See p. 636, ante ; and see Post Office Guide. 

(o) See Inland Post Amendment (No. 7) Warrant, 1906 (Stat. R. & 0., 
1906, p. 526). 

(p) See p. 646, post ; see Inland Post Warrant, 1903, s. 30. 

iq) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48). s. 2 (3). 

(r) Ibid,, B. 2 (4) ; see Inland Post Warrant, 1903, ss. 40 — 44. 

(«) Seep. 641, post, 

it) 8 Edw. 7, o, 48. 

(u) Ibid., 8. 2 (2). As to parcels and for detailed rates of postage, see 
Post Office AVarrants, the effect of which appears in the Post Office 
Guide. 

(v) See note (^), p. 630, ante, 

{w) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 3 (1). 

(x) See p. 636, ante ; and see Post Office Guide. 

(a) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 3 (2). But the addressee 
is none the less liable to pay the postage or other sura chargeable on a 
packet or any deficiency thereon on the delivej^ thereof to him {ibid., 
B, 3 (3) ), unless he refuses to accept the packet without opening it. 

(b) See Inland Post Amendment (No. 1) Warrant, 1904 (Stat. R. & 0., 
1004, p. 689), and Post Office Guide. As to telegrams, see title 
Telegraphs and Telephones. 
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Sub-Sect. 4 . — Recovery of Vostagt. 

1364. All postage (c) and other sums payable under the Post 
Odice Act, 1908 (d), in respect of postal packets (e), may be recovered 
in like manner as any duties granted to His Majesty by an Act 
relating to His Majesty’s revenue if) are recoverable by law(y). 

Any sum not exceeding £20, due from any person for postage or 
in respect of postal packets, may be recovered in the United 
Kingdom summarily as a civil debt {h) ; any such sum, not exceeding 
£50. may be recovered in Ireland, without prejudice to any other 
mode of recovery, in the civil bill court (t). 

1365. In proceedings for the recovery of postage or other sums 
in respect of postal packets, the production of any postal 
packet in respect of which such recovery is sought, having thereon 
a Tost OiBce stamp denoting that the packet has keen refused or 
rejected, or that the addressee was dead or could not be found, is 
primei facie evidence of the fact denoted (k ) ; and the person 
from whom such postal packet purports to have come is, until the 
contrary be proved, deemed to be the sender of the packet(/). The 
olVicial mark of any sum on any postal packet as due to the Post 
Office, British, colonial, or foreign, in respect of that packet, must 
ill every British court, within or without the United Kingdom, be 
received as evidence of the liability of the packet to the sum so 
marked, and the sum is recoverable in any such court as postage 
due to His Majesty (m). 

1366. The Commissioners of Inland Revenue may, under regula- 
tions made or sanctioned by the Treasury, stamp any paper sent to 
tliem for the purpose of being stamped as covers or envelopes of 
letters or packets, with stamps denoting the several rates of postage 
on payment of the amount of the stamps required to be impressed 
on the paper, and, unless the amount exceeds £10^ on payment of 
such added foe as the Treasury may direct (??)• 


Sub-Sect, b,— Exemptions from Postage. 

1367. There are certain statutory exemptions from the liability to 
payment of postage (o). Petitions and addresses forwarded to His 


(c) See note (y), p. C37, ante, 
id) 8 Edw. 7, 0 . 48. 

(e) See note {h) p. 630, ante, 

if) See title RevBNUE. 

ig) Post Olfioe Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), s. 7 (1). In the Channel 
Islands and Isle of Man, as a debt due to the Crown (ibid.). 

(h) Ibid., 8 . 7 (2) ). As to recovery of debts summarily, see title 
Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp. 609, 610. 

(i) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 7 (3). 

(k) Ihid.,B. 8 (1). 

(l) Ibid., s. 8 (2). 

(m) Ibid., 8. 9. 

(n) Ibid., 8. 11 ; see title Revekue. As to the application of enactments 
relating to stamp duties to postage, see note (y), p. 637, ante. 

(o) See note (y), p. 637, ante. 
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Majesty by jwst are exempt from postage (p). Members of each 
mUM of Parliament may receive by post petitions and addresses to 
tils Majesty and j-etitions addressed to either House of Parliament, 
not excMding thirty-two ounces in weight, exempt from postage, 
provided the same are sent without covers, or in covers open at the 
Hides (q), * 


1368. The 2>ostnge charged upon any Votes or Parliamentary 
1 roceedings sent by 2 >ost w'itliin the British Islands, not prepaid or 
insufficiently prepaid, is, subject to any Warrant of the Treasury 
under the Post Office Act, 1908 (/*), the postage or deficiency which 
would otherwise be chargeable on them (s), 

1369. Certain seamen and soldiers (a) are privileged to send and 
receive letters, not exceeding half an ounce in weight, by post, or 
by private 8hij)s between the British Islands and places beyond 
the seas, on their own priv'ate concerns, at a postage of one penny 
for each letter when jirepaid, subject in the case of letters sent by 
private ship to the payment of the gi*atuities payable to the master 
of the ship (/i). The enjoyment of the privilege is subject to tlie 
following provisions On any such letter sent l)y(c), or to ho 
received by (d), any such privileged iierson, postage must he dul,y 
prepaid on the letter being jiosted, unless sent from parts beyond 
the seas ; on such letters sent or received from parts beyond the 
seas, if the postage of one penny is not 2 )repaid, postage of twopence 
is charged to the receiver (c). In the case of letters sent by a 
privileged person the writer’s name, his class or description in the 
vessel, regiment, corps, or detachment, to which he belongs, must 
appear with the direction on the letter, and the name of such 
vessel, regiment, corps, or detachment, and the signature of the 
officer commanding it, must be wTitten on the letter by the said 
officer in his own handwriting (/). Any such letter to be received 


(р) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 5 (1). 

{q) Ibid,, s. 6 (2). 

(r) 8 Edw. 7, c. 48; Pee p. 636, ante. 

(8) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 6 (3). 

(а) The privileged persons are the following, while actually employed 
in His Majesty's seryice whether at home or abroad : — For all purposes, 
every non-commissioned officer (not being a warrant officer) ; every band- 
master, schoolmaster, and soldier in any of His Majesty’s regular forces 
within the meaning of the Army Act, any special reservists within the 
meaning of the Territorial and Reserve Forces Act, 1907 (1 Edw. 7, c. 9), 
Part III. (see title Rotal Forces); every seaman in His Majesty’s Navy 
or Indian Marine Service ; and, as regards ro-direction, every officer, 
commissioned or not, in the said regular forces, every commissioned officer 
in the special reserve of officers, and every non -commissioned officer in 
any body of special reservists, and every officer, commissioned or not, in 
the said Navy or Marine Service, and every midshipman and master’s mate 
in His Majesty’s Navy (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 6 (4) ). 
As to the military and naval forces generally, see title Royal Forck'*. 
For various offences arising out of the abuse of this privilege, see p. 0iio» 
post 

(б) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, e. 48), s. 0 (1). 

(с) Ibid,, 8. 6 (2) (a). 

(d) Ibid., B. 6 (2) (0). 

(«) Ibid., 8. 6 (2) (f). 

(/) Jbid.. 8 . 6 (2) (b). 
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by a privileged person must be directed to that person, and the 
vessel, regiment, corps, or detachment to which he belongs must 
be specified in the direction (g ) ; and must not be delivered to any 
person except the privileged person to whom it is addressed, or to 
some person authorised in writing to receive the letter by the officer 
in command (/i). 

Sect. 8. — Conditions of Transit of Postal Packets. 

Sub-Sect. 1.— 7n OeneraJ. 

1370. All postal packets (i) must be posted (A), forwarded, con- 
veyed, and delivered (1) subject to such provisions, conditions, 
prohibitions, and restrictions respecting the time and mode of 
posting and delivery, and of the payment of postage (m) and other 
sums in respect thereof chargeable under the Post Office Act, 
1908 (?i), or any warrant or regulations made thereunder, and 
lospecting the registration of, and giving receipts for, and giving 
and obtaining certificates of posting and delivery of any postal 
jiacket, and the sums to be paid in addition to any other postage 
for that registration, receipt, or certificate, and respecting stamps, 
covers, form, dimensions, maximum weight, inclosures, the use of 
packets (other than letters) for making communications, and other- 
wise, as may be directed by Post Office regulations (o). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Liability for Loss. 

1371. The Postmaster-General is not liable for the loss of a postal 
packet, or for any injury to the packet (p), in the course of its 
transmission by post {q). 

Postal packets may be registered (?) upon payment of a 
small fee, and registration ensures a hand to hand check throughout 
the transmission. 

A certificate of the posting of an unregistered inland parcel and 


(q) Post omce Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 6 (2) (d). 

(h) Ibid.f 8. 6 (2) (e). A Treasury Warrant under the Post Office Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), with respect to rates of postage, must, if necessary, 
provide for the delivery of letters of privile/jed persons on their own 
private affairs, not exceeding, in the case of privileged persons other than 
such commissioned and warrant officers and midshipmen and master's 
mates as mentioned in note (a), p. 641, ante, half an ounce in weight, free 
from any postage in respect of re-direction {ibid., s. 6 (3) ). 

(i) See note (/i), p. 630, ante. 

(k) As to proof of posting, see p. 659, post. As to certificate of posting, 
BOO note (^), p. 646, post. 

(l) As to proof of delivery, see p. 659, post. 

{m) As to definition of “ postage" see note (i/), p. 037, ante. 

in) 8 Edw. 7, o. 48. 

{o) Ibid., s. 12. 

(p) See Lane v. Cotton (1101), 1 Ld. Raym. 646, approved in Whitfield v. 
Le Despencer {Lord) (1778), 2 Cowp. 754 (bank-note stolen by letter- 
sorterk 

{q) ror definition, see Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48),.8. 90 (a). 
As to the effect of delay or loss in the post upon formation or revocation 
of contract, payment etc., see p. 658, post 

(r) For particulars of these several services, see the Postal Guide. 
They are sanctioned, so far as necessary, by Treasury Warrant. For ser- 
vice by registered post, see p. 658, post 
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0^ an insured foreign or colonial parcel can also be obtained, and 
a certincate of the delivery of most articles of registered or insured 
foreign or colonial corresiDondence. 

A.n inland postal packet may also be sent by express messenger 
throughout its entire course, in which case it can be traced from 
hand to hand (s). 

1372. The registration of, or giving a receipt for, a postal 
packet (u), or the giving or obtaining of a certificate of posting or 
delivery of a jiostal packet (A), does not, however, make the Post- 
master-General or the Post Office revenue in any manner liable for the 
loss of the packet or its contents (c). Nevertheless, subject to certain 
rules, and within certain limits, the Postmaster-General voluntarily 
and as an act of grace pays compensation, according to a published 
scale (c/), for loss of, or damage to, registered packets, parcels and 
express packets, and certain insured foreign and colonial postal 
packets {e). On the same footing he pays compensation in certain 
cases for the loss of, or damage to, insured inland parcels (/). 

Sub-Sect. S.— Order of De^Hitch. 

1373. Where the despatch or delivery from a post office (ff) of 
letters {h) would be delayed by the despatch or delivery therefrom at 
the same time of book packets, pattern or sample packets, and post 
cards (i), or any of them, those packets, or cards, or any of them, 
may, subject and according to Post Office regulations, be detained 
in the Post Office until the despatch or delivery next following that 
by which they would ordinarily be despatched or delivered (fc). 

(«) See Inland Post Warrant, 1903. Postal packets which contain coin 
and certain other articles, or which are marked registered,” must be regis- 
tered (ibid., 88. 62 — 67), as amended by Inland Post Amendment (No. 11) 
Warrant, 1910 and (No. 14) 1911 (Stat. B. &0., 1910, p. 608; 1911,p. 328). 

(a) See note (h), p. 630, ante. 

(b) See Inland Post Warrant, 1903, ss. 68, 69, as amended by Inland 
Post Amendment (No. 13) Warrant, 1911 (Stat. K. & 0. 1911, p. 327), 
and Post Office Guide. 

(c) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 13. As to the liability of 
railways in respect of parcels, see p. 654, post 

(d) See Inland Post Warrant, 1903, ss. 70 — 73, and the rates of com- 
pensation in ’Inland Post Amendment (No. 3) Warrant, 1905 (Stat. B. & 0., 
1906, p. 366). See, generally, Post Office Guide. 

(e) As to express delivery, posting, mileage, and extra distance fees, 
see Inland Post Warrant, 1903, ss. 48 — 61, as amended by Inland Post 
Amendment (No. 6) Warrant, 1906 (Stat. B. & O. 1906, p. 625), and Post 
Office Guide. As to conveyance of foreign and colooi^ postal packets, 
see Post Office Guide. 

if) See Post Office Guide. 

(g) For definition of “ post office,” see note (g), p. 630, ante. 

(h) The Inland Post Warrant, 1903, s. 79, defines a letter as any postal 
packet which is not a post- card, halfpenny packet, newspaper, or parcel ; 
for a definition of ” nalfpenny packet,” see Inland Post Amendment 
(No. 7) Warrant, 1906 (Stat. B. & O., 1906, p. 526). 

(i) Post-card (ibid.) means a card of the authorised dimensions hearing 
either an imprest or an adhesive stamp denoting a rate or duty of postage, 
and, except where the context otherwise requires, includes a ” reply 
post-card ” (see ibid., and ibid., ss. 16 — 18). 

(k) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 15, largely following the 
Inland Post Warrant, 1903, s. 75- 
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Sn»-SECT. 4. — lietnrn of PoBtal 

1374. The Postmaster-Generars duty is to deliver the postal 
packet as addressed, and delivery cannot be countermanded or directed 
by the sender. When delivery cannot be effected or is refused, the 
Postmaster-General is under no obligation to return the postal 
packet to the sender by post (/). 

In practice letters and parcels are ah^ays returned by post free of 
charge when the sender’s name and address can be ascertained (///), 
For the purpose of return, the Postmaster* General is authorised to 
open a letter or other closed postal packet {n). Post-cards, halfpenny 
packets and newspapers are only returned by post if they bear a 
request to that effect, and in that case a second postage is 
charged (o). 

Svb-Sect. 5. — Ahnee of Postal Faiiliiits, 

1375. Post OflSce regulations may be made for preventing the 
sending or delivery by post of indecent or obscene prints, paintings, 
photographs, lithographs, engravings, books, or cards, or of other 
indecent or obscene articles, or of letters, newspapeis, supplements, 
publications, packets, or post-cards having thereon, or on the 
the covers thereof, any words, marks, or designs of an indecent, 
obscene, libellous, or grossly offensive character ( p). 

1376. If any postal packet (</) is posted or sent by post in contra- 
vention of the Post Office Act, 1908 (r), or of any warrant or regula- 
tions made thereunder, the transmission thereof may be refused ; 
the packet may, if necessary, be detained and opened in the post 
office. It must either be returned to the sender thereof, or 
forwarded to its destination, in either case charged with such 
additional postage at a rate not exceeding the letter rate of postage, 
or without any additional charge, as Post Office regulations may 
direct (s). 

1377. The Postmaster-General may detain any postal packet (q) 
suspected to contain any contraband goods and forward the packet 
to the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs (f). 


(l) As to alleging property in a postal packet in an indictment, see p. 6C0, 
fost. 

(m) See Be Struve's Trusts, [19J2J W. N. 149 ; and p. 669, post 

(n) The implied authority is the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), 
s. 66(2); sec titles Constitutional Law, Vol. VII., p. 69, note(i); 
Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 488, note(w). 

(o) See Inland Post Warrant, 1903, s. 46. 

ip) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 16, and Inland Pt^et 
Warrant, 1903, s. 6; see, as to the punishment for sending or enclosing 
such matters, title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 639 ; see 
also B, V. De Mamy, [1907] 1 K. B. 388 (a prosecution under the now 
repealed Post Office (Protection) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. o. 76), b.4. 

(q) See note {h), p. 630, ante, 

(r) 8 Edw. 7, o. 48. 

(s) See ibid., s. 17. 

(t) See ibid,, s. 18, and title Bevenue. The Commissioners, in the 
presence of the person to whom the packet is addressed, or if, after notice 
in writing from them requiring his attendance, left at or forwarded by post 
to tho address on the packet, he fails to attend, thep in bis absence^ may 
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• SrxT. 4. — General llcijulation of Business. 

1378. 1 he terms and conditions respecting the early closing of 
Post Office business are subject to the approval of the Postmaster- 
General (u). No clobing order can apply to any shop where the only 
trade or business carried on is Post OflSce business (v). Where 
Post Office business is carried on in any shop in addition to any 
other business, if the shop is a telegraph office, there is no obligation 
to close on the weekly half-holiday so far as relates to the trans- 
action of Post OflSce business (?r). Where the Postmaster-General 
certifies that the exigencies of the postal service require that Post 
Office business be transacted in such a shop at limes when under 
the Shop Act, 1911 (.r), the shop must otherwise be closed for 
the weekly half-holiday, or under conditions not authorised by 
that Act, the shop is exempted from that Act for the purpose of the 
transaction of Post Office business, to the extent certified to be 
necessary by the Postmaster-General (y). 

1379. Weights and measures supplied by the Post Oftico and 
used for Post Office business cannot be tested and condemned under 
the Weights and treasures Act, 1878(c). 

1380. Post Office buildings are not liable to be rated (a). 

1381. Notices and lists ordered by the Kegistration Acts (6) to 
be affixed near post offices (c) must nevertheless not be affixed in or 
on any post office or any place or property belonging to or used 
by or on behalf of the Postmaster-General without his authority. 
Where he thinks that such affixing would obstruct or inconvenience 
the business of the j) 08 t office, he may refuse that authority (tl). 


open and examine the packet. If they find any contraband goods, they 
may detain the packet and its contents for the purpose of prosecution ; if 
they find none, they must either deliver the packet to the addressee upon his 
paying the postage, if any, chargeable thereon, or, if he is absent, forward 
the packet to him by post (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 18). 

(m) Shop Hours Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 31), s. 2 : see title Factories and 
Shops, Vol. XIV., p. 611. 

(v) Or where the only trade or business is Post Office business together 
with any of the following : — Sale of medicines, refreshments, tobacco or 
newspapers, retail of intoxicating liquors, or railway bookstall or refresh- 
ment room business (Shop Hours Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 31), s. 2 (6), Sched.). 

(w) Shop Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 5, c. 64), s, 10 (1) (a). 

(jp) Ibid,, s. 2. 

(y) Ibid., s. 10 (1) (b). Save as above stated, the Shop Act, 1911 (1 & 2 
Geo. 6, c. 64), does not apply to Post Office business, nor to any premi.scH 
wherein it is transacted (tbid., s. 10 (2) ). 

(c) 41 & 42 Viet. c. 49; v. Kent Justices (1889), 24 Q. H. H. 181 
(where a postmaster traded also as a baker); see title Weights am> 
AIeasubes 

(a) Smith v. Birmingham Guardians (1857), 7 E. & B. 483 ; see Mersey 
Bocks V. Cameron, Jones v. Mersey Bocks (1866), 11 H. L. Cas. 443, and title 


Bates and Rating. 

(b) See title Elections, Vol. XII., pp. 193 et seq. 

(c) By the Parliamentary and Municipal Remtration Act, 1878 (41 42 
Viet. c. 26), 8. 9 ; see title Elections, Vol. XII., p. 261. 

(d) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), s. 80. As to the offence of 
affixing advertisements, notices, etc., to post offices, or painting or dis- 
figuring etc., pst office letter boges, see p. 666, j>ost- 
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1882. When it appears to the Postmaster-General that any post 
ofSce letter box (e), by reason of being on the premises of any 
private person or otherwise, is so situate as not to afford the same 
security against the improper removal of postal packets (/) there- 
from or other fraud as exists in the case of other post office letter 
boxes, he may declare such box to be a private posting box. He 
must affix upon or near it a notice of its being and of the effect of 
its being a private posting box. A postal packet put therein is not, 
for the purpose of any enactment, law, or contract, whereby the due 
posting of a postal packet is evidence of the receipt thereof by the 
addressee, deemed to have been duly posted (g). 

Sect. 6. — Newspaper's. 

Bub-Sect. 1. — In General. 

1383. It is not compulsory to send newspapers by post (/t). Where 
they are sent by post, they are carried within the British Islands (i) 
at a special postal rate if they are registered (A). 

For newspapers sent to places outside the British Islands, except 
in the case of Canada and Newfoundland (2), there is no special rate. 
They are carried as printed papers. But the maximum prepaid 
rate for a single newspaper sent by post between th^ British 
Islands and places out of the British Islands, or between places out 
of the British Islands, whether through the British Islands or not, 
is 8d., exclusive of any additional charge made by any British 
possession or foreign country (m). 

By Treasury Warrant a specially low rate has been fixed for British 
newspapers, magazines, and trade journals sent, under certain con- 
ditions, to the Dominion of Canada and to Newfoundland {n). To 
enjoy this privilege the imblications in question must be regis- 
tered (o). 

Bub-Sect. 2,--Jie<ji8iraiwn. 

1384. Provision is made by statute (p) for the registration of 


(c) See note (g). p. 630, ante. 

if) As to definition of “ postal packet,** see note (h), p. 630, ante. 

(g) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 81 (1). A certificate 
purporting to be signed by the Postmaster- General or any secretary or 
assistant secretary of the Post Office, to the effect that any box or receptacle 
is or was provide by the permission or imder the authority of the Post- 
master-General for the purpose of receiving postal packets, is in any legal 
proceedings evidence of the facts therein stated (ibid., s. 81 (2) ). As to 
proof of posting generally, see p. 669, poet. 

(h) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 20 (3). As to the law 
relating to newspapers generally, see title Pbbss and Printing. 

(i) As to definition of “British Islands,’* see note (i), p. 631, ante. 

(k) As to registration, see the text, infra. 

(l) See the text, infra. 

(m) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 2 (1) (c). As to defini- 
tion of “ British possession,*’ see note (A), p. 631, ante. 

(n) Foreign and Colonial Post Warrant, 1907, ss. 6, 24 — 29 (Stat. 
B. & 0., 1907, p. 887), and Foreign and Colonial Post Amendment (No. 6) 
Warrant, 1909 (Stat. R. & 0., 1909, p. 644). 

(o) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), ss. 20—22. 



647 


Part HI. — Conditct of Btisiness. 

newspapers (]>). For the purpose of registration any publication 
cdfasisting wholly or in great part of political or other news, or of 
articles relating thereto or to other current topics, with or without 
adyertispments, is deemed a newspaper, provided that it be 
printed and published in the British Islands, and published in 
numbers at intervals of not more than seven days, and that it have 
the full title and date of publication printed at the top of the first 
page, and the whole or part of the title and the date of publication 
printed at the top of every subsequent page (g). For the same pur- 
pose certain publications are deemed to be newspaper supplements (?*), 
provided that all sheets of a supplement must be put together in 
some one part of the newspaper, whether gummed or stitched up 
with the newspaper or not («). 

1385. The proprietor or printer of any newspaper within this 
description, or of any publication which, regard being had to 
the proportion of advertisements to other matters therein, is not 
within this description, but which was stamped as a newspaper 
before the 15th Juno, 1855, may register it at the General Post 
Office in London, at such time in each year and in such form and 
with such particulars as the Postmaster-General directs, paying 
on each registration such fee not exceeding 5«. as Post Office 
regulations direct (/). 

1386. The Postmaster-General may revise the register and remove 
therefrom any publication not being a newspaper (»)• His decision 
is final as to the admission to or removal from the register of a 
publication, save that the Treasury may, if they think fit, on the 
application of any person interested, reverse or modify the decision 
and order accordingly (a;). 


(p) As to the postal rate for registered newspapers, see p. 038, an/e, 
and Post Office Guide. 

(g) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 20 (1). 

(r) For this purpose a supplement is a publication consisting wholly 
or in great part of matter like that of a newspaper, or of advertisements, 
printed on a sheet or sheets or a piece or pieces of paper, or consisting wliolly 
or in part of engravings, prints, or lithographs illustrative of articles in the 
newspaper ; the publication in every case being published with the news- 
paper, and having the whole or part of the title of the newspaper printed 
at the top of every page, or at the top of every sheet or side on which any 
such engraving, print, or lithograph appears (ibid., s. 20 (2) ). In the case 
of supplements consisting wholly of engravings, prints, or litho^aphs 
illustrative of newspaper articles, these provisions may be modiuod by 
Post Office regulations (ibid., s. 20 (2) (a) ). 

(B) Ibid., 8. 20 (2) (b). 

(t) Ibid., s. 21 (1). 

(a) Ibid., 8. 21 (2). Any publication for the time being on the register is 
a registered newspaper for the purposes of the Post Office Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 48) (ibid., s. 21 (4) ). A registered newspaper is deemed a 
newspaper for the purposes of postal arran^ments with the Govern- 
ments of British possessions or foreign States (ibid., s. 22); see p. 657, poet 
(x) Ibid., 8. 21 (3). Newspapers registered for transmission in the 
British Islands at wie newspaper rate of postage are deemed to be also 
registered for transmission to Canada ana Newfoundland at the special 
rate of postage (Foreign and Colonial Post Warrant, 1907, ss. 5, 24—29 
(Stat R. & O., 1907, p. 889); Fordgn and Colonial Post Amendment 
(No. 6) Warrant, 1909 (Stat. B. & 0., 1909, p. 644)); a» to special rates, see 
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Sect. 6. — Money Orders. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — In General. 

1387. So long as the Treasury think lit, the Postmaster-General 
has power (a) to provide for the remission of small sums of 
money through the Post Office by means of money orders (h). He 
may demand and receive for the use of His Majesty in respect of 
such orders, such rates of poundage, as may be fixed by Post 
Office regulations (r) ; all poundage so received is deemed part of the 
Post Office revenue (d). 

SuB-iSEor. 2 . — Prarisums as to Monpij (Orders. 

1388. Post Office regulations may make provisions with respect 
to money orders, and to the payment thereof, and to tlie persons In or 
to w’hom they are to be paid, and the times and mode of payment 
Subject to such regulations the Postmaster-General may repay the 
amount of any money order to the person to whom the order is 
issued, or his executors or administrators, whether the order remains 
in the possession of that person or not. Upon such repayment all 
liability on the part of the Postmaster-General, or any officer of the 
Post Office, or the Post Office revenue, or the Consolidated Fund, in 
respect of the money order ceases absolutely as against the payee of the 
money order, and the holder thereof, and every other person whomso- 
ever ij) . No action or other legal proceeding can be instituted against 
the Postmaster-General or any officer of the Post Office, or any person 
whomsoever, in respect of any compliance with such regulations, or 
otherwise in relation thereto, or in respect of the payment of such 
orders being refused or delayed by any accidental neglect, omission, 
or mistake, on the part of any oflicer of the Post Office, or for any 
oiher cause whatsoever, without fraud or wilful misbehaviour on the 
part of any such officer (cf). 

Sect. 7. — Postal Orders. 

1389. The Postmaster-General, with the consent of the Treasury, 
may authorise any of his officers (//), or, if the regulations so 

p. 646, ante). Other newspapers, magazines, and trade journals may be 
registered for similar transmission to Canada or Newfoundland it' they 
comply with certain conditions (Foreign and Colonial Post Warrant, 

BS. 6,24 — 29 (S tat. R. & O., 1907, p. 889); Foreign and Colonial P.i&t 
Amendment (No. 6) Warrant, 1909 (Stat. R. & 0., 1909, p. 644). 

(a) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 23 (1). 

(h) For payment of taxes by post office orders in Scotland and, wliere 
directed by the Treasury, in parishes in England, see Taxes Management 
Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 19), s. 99, and title Revenue. 

(c) See Money Order Regulations, 1903 (Stat. R. & 0. Rev., Vol. X., 
Post Office, p. 130), as amended by Money Order Amendment (No. 2) 
Regulations 1908 (Stat. R. &; O., 1908, p. 763) ; and Post Office Guide. 

(d) As to Post Office revenue, see p. 633, ante. 

(e) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 23 (2). As to Post Office 
regulations generally, see p. 636, a/nte. 

{]) ^ title Bills of Excuange, Promissory Notes and Negotiable 
Instruments, Vol. II., p. 667. 

(g) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 23 (4). As to the general 
liability of such officers, see p. 629, ante, and title Public Autuorities 
AND Public Officers. 

(/O Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 24 (1). 
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Provide, any person holding olhco under the Crown to is-Jiie fiBCt. 7. 
postal orders. Postal orders are money orders for a prescribed Postal 
amount not exceeding 21«.(/c), issued in a si'ecial form to be Or^ 
prescribed by the regulations, and payable in the manner and 
subject to the conditions thereby prescribed {/). 

1390. A bank which, in collecting for any principal, has received Bankmcr 
payment or been allowed by the Postmaster-General in account in P^^^ctice. 
respect of a postal order, or a document purporting to be a postal 
order, incurs no liability to anyone except that principal by reason 

of having received the payment or allowance, or having held or 
presented the order or document for payment. The principal for 
whom such order or document has been so held or presented is 
not, however, relieved from liability in respect of his possession of 
such order or document or of the proceeds thereof (m). 

Sect. 8 . — Additional Postal Facilities, 

Sul Sect. 1. -Jn 

1391. The Postmaster-General is empowered to make special Arrangcmcntk 
arrangements with local authorities and with private persons for 

the provision of additional postal facilities when he is of opinion and private 
that such provision at the expense of the taxpayers cannot be persons, 
justified. 

(t) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 24 (3). Such person is, for 
the purpose of the issue and payment of postal orders, deemed an officer 
of the Postmaster-General and of the Post Office (see definition of “ officer,’* 
note (ff), p. 630, ante, and see note (f), p. 664, post), 

{k) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 24 (1) (a). The poundage 
must not exceed 2d, The order must not be issued until its amount and 
poundage have been paid to the issuing officer (ibid., s. 24 (1) (b) ). 

(l) Ibid., 6. 24 (1). After three months from the last day of the month of 
issue, the order is payable only on payment in manner prescribed of a 
commission equal to the original poundage (ibid., s. 24 (1) (c^ ). No 
interest is payable in respect of a postal order (ibid., s. 24 (2) ). 

(m) Ibid., 8 . 25. See title Bankers and Banking, Vol. I., p. 601 ; Post 
Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), repealing and re-enacting in substance 
the Post Office (Money Orders) Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 33), and the 
Post Office (Money Orders) Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 58). Neither a 

f ostal order nor any other kind of money order is a negotiable instrument, 
f, therefore, a postal order is lost or stolen in the post, neither the finder 
nor any holder for value has a good title to payment as against the right- 
ful owner. A postal order is an imperfect instrument until either the name 
of the payee is entered in it, or it is crossed for payment to a banker (Postal 
Order (Inland) Kegulations, 1905, s. 9 (Stat. R. & O., 1905, p. 383)) ; see title 
Bills of Exchange, Promissory Notes and Negotiable Instruments, 

Vol. II., p. 567. The finder of an order not so filled up or crossed has, 
therefore, no claim to payment. The postal order system may by arrange- 
ment bo extended to a British possession, foreign State, or British pro- 
tectorate, and when such an arrangement is made, the provisions of the 
Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), with respect to postal orders, so far 
as is consistent with the tenor thereof, and subject to modification by 
Post Office regulations, apply (ibid., s. 87). In such case the form of the 
order, and the amount (not exceeding 21s.) may be prescribed by Post 
Office Regulations (ibid., s. 87 (b) ). As to offences in respect of money 
orders, see p. 664, podt. 
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Sub-Sect. 2.— -Indemnity to Po$tma6ier-0€neTdt. , 

1392. The Postmaster-General may contract with, or take 
security from, any person applying to him to establish any post or 
telegraph office or to extend the accommodations of the postal or 
telegraphic service to any place, for indemnifying the Postmaster- 
General against any loss he may sustain thereby (n). 

Sub-Sect. Z^^Arrangementa with Local Authoriiiea. 

1393. If a borough council (o) or urban district council (p) con- 
siders that it would be beneficial to the inhabitants of its borough 
or district, and if a rural district council ( 5 ^), or a parish council (r), 
or, in the case of a parish not having a parish council, a parish meet- 
ing (s), considers that it would be for the benefit, in the case of a rural 
district council, of any contributory place or places within its 
district, and in the case of a parish council or parish meeting, of 
its parish, that any post or telegraph office should be established 
or any additional postal or other facilities provided by the 
Postmaster-General (t), then that council or meeting may under- 
take to pay to the Postmaster-General any loss he may sustain by 
reason of the establishment or maintenance of the office, or the 
provision of the facilities (w). 


(n) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 48. The indemnity may 
be either for the whole or for part of the loss sustained, and for suen time 
as the Postmaster- General may think necessary. 

.. ( 0 ) .See- title Local Government, Vol. XIX., pp. 293 et seq. 

Ip) lhd», pp. 262 et seq, 

(q) Ibid,^ pp. 329 et seq. 

(r) Ibid,, p. 249. 

(a) Ibid., pp. 254 et seq. 

{t) In or for the purposes of the borough or district in the case of borough 
or urban district councils ; and whether within or without the area to be 
benefited, in the case of rural district councils or parish councils or meetings 
(Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 49 (2), (3) ). But a rural distiict 
council cannot proceed in respect of any office or facilities outside the 
contributory place proposed to be charged without the consent of the 
parish council, or, if there is no parisn council, the parish meeting, of 
any parish wholly or partly situated in the contributory place (ibid., 
B. 49 (3) ). See title Local Government, Vol. XIX., pp. 331, 335. 

(a) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 49 (2), (3). These 
provisions do not apply to the Channel Islands (ibid., s. 49 (10)), and 
special provisions are made for Scotland, Ireland, and the Isle of Man (ibid., 
s. 49 (8), (9), ( 1 1 ) ). Under ibid., s. 49 (4), any expenses thus incurred under 
this section, in the case of borough councils, may be paid out of the 
borough fund or rate (see title Local Government, Vol. XIX., pp. 319 
et seq!) ; in the case of urban district councils (not boroughs), out of the 
rate out of which the general expenses of the council under the Public 
Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), are defrayed (Post Office Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48),s. 49(4) ) ; see titleLoCALGovERNMENT, Vol. XIX., 
pp. 281 et eeq. Any expenses incurred in pursuance of an undertaking thus 
^ven may in the case of a rural district council be defrayed as special 
expenses legally incurred in respect of the contributory place or places, 
and must be apportioned between those places if more than one (subject 
to the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 65), ss. 229 — 231), and, 
in the case of a parish council or parish meeting, as expenses thereof within 
the provisions of the Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. 0 . 23) 
(Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 49 (5), (6)); see title Local 
Qoveenkent, VoL XIX., pp. 242 etseq. 
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^1394. Any borough council or any urban district council, if it Sect. 8. 
considers that it would be beneficial to the inhabitants of the same Additional 
that any new post office should be on a more expensive site, or of a Postal 
larger size, or of a more ornate building, or otherwise of a more Facilities, 
expensive character than the Postmaster-General would otherwise Larger and 
provide, may contribute towards the new post office, either by a better 
grant of money, or, with the consent of the Local Government 
Board {v), by the appropriation of land belonging to the council, or 
by the purchase of land for the purpose (tr). 

Sect. 9 . — Conveyance of Mails. 

Sub-Sect. 1.— -/n General 

1395. Statutory provision is made for the conveyance of Mails 

mails {pc) inland (a) and by ship (/>). generally. 

Sub-Sect. 2.— /nZan^/. 

1396. The Postmaster-General may require railway companies By railway, 
to convey mails either by the trains which they run for their own 
purposes (c), or by trains run at times fixed by him (</). In the 

latter case six months* notice must be given to the company by 
the Postmaster-General (c*). 

(t?) See title Local Government, Vol. XIX., pp. 282, 283, 

(to) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 49 (1). For this purpose 
by ihid.y s. 49 (7), a borough council may borrow under the Municipal 
Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 60), s. 106, and any Act amending 
the same (see title Local Government, Vol. XIX., p. 317); the council 
of an urban district (not a borough) may borrow as under the Public 
Health Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet, c. 65) ; see title Public Health and Local 
Administration. 

(x) For the purpose of the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), “ mail ** 
includes every conveyance by which postal packets are carried, whether 
it be a carriage, coach, cart, horse, or any other conveyance, and also a 
person employed in conveying or delivering postal packets, and also any 
vessel employed by or under the Post Office for the transmission of postal 
packets by contract or otherwise in respect of postal packets transmitted 
by the vessel (ibid., s. 89). For the purposes of the Conveyance of 
Mails Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 38), “mails” (ibid., s. 6 (1) ) includes 
parcels within the meaning of the Post Office (Parcels) Act, 1882 (46 & 46 
Viet. c. 74) ; see p. 663, •post. See note (r), p. 664, post, 

(a) As to definition of “inland,” see note (g), p. 638, ante. 

(b) As to Mail Ships Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Vict. c. 31), and Orders in 
Council under the Act now in force, see title Shipping and Navigation. 

(c) Regulation of Railways Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. o. 48), s. 18. 

(d) Riulways (Conveyance of Mails) Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Vict. o. 98), s. 1 ; 
see It. {Poetmusier ‘General) v. Great Northern (Ireland) Mail. Co., [1907] 2 
I. R. 242 (mandamus to compel Irish train running under notice from 
Postmaster- General to await arrival of mails from Holyliead) ; and see title 
Carriers, Vol. IV., pp. 70, 71. As to railways generally, see title Ratl- 
WATS AND Canals. 

(e) Railways (Conveyance of Mails) Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Vict. c. 98), s. 1. 

Agreements with railway companies may be altered upon increase or decrease 
of service (ibid., s. 7), and terminated upon six months’ notice (ibid., s. 8), 
or without notice, if full and fair compensation be paid, unless the 
railway company was in default in performing its service (ibid., s. 9). 

Refusal or neglect to carry mails incurs a forfeit of £20 for each offence 
(ibid., s. 12), apart from forfeit of bond given as security (ibid., s. 13). 

Such bond cannot contain a proviso excusing the company for non -perform- 
ance due to the neglect or default of a post office servant ( A.-G. v. London 
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Sorting darriages* fitted up as the Postmaster- General 
direct) are to be provided at the request of the Postmaster* 
General (/). 

His Majesty’s mail coaches must, if required, be carried instead 
of the carriages of the company 0/). The mails need not be 
accompanied by an officer of the Post Office (/t). Where mails are 
onveyed by special train the Postmaster-General may require the 
whole train to ba appropriated thereto exclusively of all other traffic 
except such as he may sanction (i). 

The remuneration of railway companies, except for the carriage 
of parcels, is determined, in default of agreement, by the Railway 
and Canal Commissioners (/r). 

Where railway companies wholly or partly work steam vessels 
for communication between any towns or ports, the statutory 
provisions as to conveyance of mails by railways, so far as 
applicable, extend thereto (/). 

A tramway company (/a) must, if required by the Postmaster- 
General (/<), perform all reasonable services in regard to the 
conveyance of mails as he may direct (o) . 

Tramroads (jp) are, for the purpose of conveying mails, deemed to 

and North Western Bail. Co. (1859), John. 28). An agreement between 
railways that one of them shall carry no mails is not illegal (Shrewsbury 
and Birmingham Bail. Co. v. London and North Western Bail. Co. (1851), 
17 Q. B. 652). 

(/) Railways (Conveyance of Mails) Aet, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 98). s. 3 ; 
Post Office (Parcels) Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 74), s. 3 (5). 

(g) Railways (Conveyance of Mails) Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 98), s. 4. 

(h) Post Office (Duties) Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 85), s. 16: and see 
title Carriers, Vol. IV., p. 71. An officer accompanying mails can recover 
damages for negligence against the company in spite of having no contract 
with them (Collett v. London and North Western Rail. Co. (1861), 10 Q. B. 
984 ; see title Carriers, Vol. IV., p. 46, and title Negligence, Vol. XXL, 
pp. 426, 427). 

(t) Regulation of Railways Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 119), s. 36. 

(k) Railways (Conveyance of Mails) Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 98), s. 6 ; 
Conveyance of Mails Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 38), a. 1. As to 
remuneration generally, see titles Carriers, Vol. I V., p. 71 ; Railways and 
Canals. As to the Railway and Canal Commissioners, see titles Courts, 
Vol IX., pp. 217 etseq. ; Railways and Canals. 

(l) Regulation of Railways Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 48), s. 20. 

(m) This includes every compaiw, boay, or person owning or working 
any tramway authorised by Act of Parliament passed after the let January, 
1893 (Conveyance of Mails Act, 1893 (66 & 57 Viot. o. 38), s. 2) ; a tramway 
means one authorised by an Act to be constructed wholly along public 
roads or streets without any deviation therefrom (ibid., s. 6(1) ); see title 
Tramways and Light Railways. 

(n) He cannot require carriage of mails in excess of certain weights ; see 
Conveyance of Mails Act, 1893 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 38), s. 2(1) (a). 

(o) Mails must be so carried as neither to interfere with the custody of 
;he Post Office officer in chaige of them, nor to inconvenience passengers 
(ibid., B. 2(1) (b) ). In a carriage for passengers only and not for goods, 
the officer may not carry mails except as a passenger (ibid., s. 2 (1) (c) ) ; 
where goods are carried, the above-mentioned Acts as to conveyance of 
mails by railway apply (ibid., s. 2 (1) (d) ). Remuneration is determined 
by agreement, or, in default thereof, by the Railway and Canal Commis- 
sioners (ibid., s. 2 (2). As to the Railway and Canal Commissioners, see 
titles Courts, Vol. IX., pp. 217 ei ^eq. ; Railways and Canals. 

(p) If authorised by an Act of Parliament passed after the Ist January, 1893 
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be railways, and the statutory provisions as to conveyance of mails 
l)y railways apply accordingly (q). 

1397. Under an arrangement confirmed by statute (?•), to which 
all the important railway companies of the United Kingdom (s) were 
parties, parcels are conveyed (0* with or without notice, and with 
or witlioiit a i^erson appointed by the Postmaster-General (a), by 
any trains by whicli passengers, goods or parcels are conveyed {b\ 
and the remuneration is a sum equal to a certain proportion of the 
postage payable on every parcel conveyed throughout any part of 
course by railway, and is payable in one sum to the London Railway 
Clearing Committee, which divides it amongst the companies 
according to certain rules (c). This amount of remuneration niay 
on notice be varied by agreement or arbitration before the Railway 
and Canal Commission (d), and the whole arrangement may be deter- 
mined on twelve months* notice by either the Postmaster-General 
or the railway companies (e). Notices to or on behalf of the railway 
companies are given to or by the secretary to the London Railway 
Clearing Committee (/). the railway companies must provide 
special parcel sorting vans if required (ri) ; and must afford all 
reasonable facilities for the receipt and delivery of the saclcs or 
other receptacles containing parcels at any of their stations without 
requiring them to be booked or interposing any other delay, and 
must transfer them to and from the vehicles of the Pi)8tmaBter- 
General at th e outwards and inwards railway stations (It). 

(Conveyance of Mails Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 38), s. 3) ). A tramroad 
18 defined (ibid., s. 5 (1) ) as any tramroad or tramway which is not a tram- 
way as defined in note (m) ), p. 652. ante, and includes a tramway con- 
Btructed under the Tramways (Ireland) Acts, 1860 to 1891, or the Railways 
(Ireland) Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 52); see title Tramways and Light 

(q) Conveyance of Mails Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet. c. s* Jh ^ 

r) Sje prLmble to Post Office (Parcels) Act, 1882 (4o & 46 Vict. c. <4), 
and ibid., s. 2. The arrangement was for twenty-one years and iheroaltt^r 
till determined by twelve months’ notice on either side {ibid., s. - (4) ). 

Ini See ibid Sched. I. ; as to other companies becoming parties, see 
ifcwUl TheprovMoM of the Act aprf as far as they can. to .u,y 
steam vessels worked by such railway companiM (**»«•- 

(t) Parcels are defined (ibid., s, 17) as meaning such 
ns bv Treasury regulations made in pursuance of the Post Office Acts (see 
Pos/offlotAc^ 1908 (8 Edw. 7. c. 48), s. 91 (1)), are defined to be parrel-. 

1882 (45 & 46 Vict. o. 74). s. 3(1 ). Any 
servant of the Postmaster-General appointed to take charge of the parcels 
S such oonv^S^n^ must be caf^d free and the^.s s^ 

'‘w’-ae ionvenient and punctual working of mail and express trains 

"tS « vk 74, „ 5 J'': 

(4) Ibid., s. 2 (2), (3); see title Courts. \o 1. IX., pp. niHoeq., 

Kost Offloe^(P*ar“i8) Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 74), s. 2 (4). 

(/) Ibid*, s. 12 (3). 

\\\ nu’ r 3 (S’ As to “ outwards ” and “ inwards,” see B, T. London 
JdVoiSwJuynBaa. Co. (1896). 74 L. T. 624. 


Sect. 9. 

Conveyance 

Arrangement 
with railway 
companies at 
to paroeis. 



654 


Post Offics. 


fiUPT. 0. 

Conveyance 
of Mails. 

Conditions. 


Application 
of Customs 
Acts. 

I’arcels by 
tramways. 


Obligation of 
master of 
vessel out- 
ward bound. 


Obligation of 
master of 
inwanl bound 
vesseU 


Idas. The Postmaster-General must observe certain conditions 
in the distribution and delivery of the p.xrcsls (i). With regard to* 
security and compensation for loss or otherwise the parcels are 
treated as letters sent by post. The companies are not liable in 
respect of the conveyance or loss of or damage to parcels, but must 
take all reasonable care for their security (/c). 

1399. The Customs Acts (1) apply to foreign parcels {m), subject 
to variation by Treasury regulations (ji). 

1400. The conveyance of parcels by tramways is subject to the 
same regulation as the conveyance of mails thereby (o). 

Sub-Sect. Z.—By Ship. 

1401. Every master of a vessel (p) outward bound (q) must receive ' 
on board his vessel every mail bag (r) tendered to him by an officer 
of the Post Office (fi) for conveyance; having received it, he must 
deliver it, on arriving at the port or place of his destination, with- 
out delay (<). If he fails to do so, he incurs a forfeit of £200 (a). 

1402. Every master of a vessel inward bound (h) must collect all 


(0 Post Office (Parcels) Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 74), s. 7 (1), (2), (3). 

(A) Ihid., 8. 7 (6). They may refuse to carry any explosive or dangerous 
article not carried as a railway parcel by passenger train (ibid., s. 7 (4) ) ; 
see titles Carrieks, Vol, IV., p. 27 ; Explosives, Vol. XIV., pp. 385, 386; 
Kailways and Canals. 

(l) See title Revenue. 

(m) Foreign parcels are those either posted in, and sent to a place out of, 
the United Kingdom, or posted in a place out of, and sent to a place in, 
the United Kingdom, or in transit through the United Kingdom to a place 
outside the United Kingdom (Post Office (Parcels) Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 
c. 74), s. 17). Parcels sent between the United Kingdom and the Channel 
Islands or Isle of Man are subject to Treasury regulations as to customs 
charges {ibid., s. 15). 

(n) Ibid,, 8 . 14 (1), (2). 

(o) See p. 652, ante; parcels are included in “mails” (see note (x), 
p. 651, ante). See, however, the limitations as to weight (Conveyance of 
Mails Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 38), s. 2 (1) (a) ), and see Clogher Valley 
Tramway Co, v. B, (1892), 30 L. R. Ir. 316 (tramway not a railway within 
Post Office (Parcels) Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 74), special Act). 

(p) These words include every person, except a pilot, having command 
or charge of a vessel, whether the vessel is a ship of war or other vessel 
(Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 89). 

(y) These words include vessels bound as well from any port in the 
United Kingdom as from any port in a British possession. “British 
possession ” does not include the Channel Islands or Isle of Man (ibid., 
s. 89); see note (k), p. 631, ante, 

(r) A “ mail bag ” includes a bag, box, parcel, or other envelope or cover- 
ing in which postal packets in course of transmission by post are con- 
veyed, whether it does or does not contain any such packets [ibid.), 

(s\ See note (a), p. 630, ante, 

(t) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 26 (1). 

(a) Ibid,, B. 26 (2). For a case of injunction restraining refusal to 
receive mail bags (before the Post Office Act, 190A (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), see 
A,-Q, V. Ounard Steamehip Co, (1886), 3 T. L. R. 262. 

(h) These words include vessels bound as well to any port in the British 
Islands as to any port in a British possession (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 
7» o. 48), s. 89) ; and see note {k), p. 631, ante. 
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postal packets (c) on board his vessel being within the exclusive 
privilege of the Postmaster-General (d), and not being shipowners* 
letters (<»). He must enclose them in some bag or other covering, 
sealed with his seal, and addressed to the Postmaster-General, and 
without delay deliver those packets to the proper officer of the Post 
Ofl&ce (/) demanding them, or, if no such demand is made, then at 
the post office with which he can first communicate (g). 

The master of every such vessel must, at the port where the 
vessel reports, sign, in the presence of the proper oflScer of the 
Post Office (/) or other person authorised Iby the Postmaster- 
General (A), a declaration of compliance with the above provisions. 
Until he has performed the duties above mentioned, he must 
not break bulk or make entry of any part of her cargo in any 
port (i). 

1403. Such master incurs a forfeit of i£200 it he does not duly 
deliver any postal packets (c) as above required (k) ; of £60 if he 
refuses or wilfully neglects to make the declaration above required (/), 
and of £20, recoverable summarily, if he breaks bulk or makes 
entry (m) before the postal packets on board his vessel have been 
delivered as above required (n), 

1404. An officer of customs (o) must not allow any inward bound 
vessel (p) to report until the above-mentioned declaration has been 
made and produced to him. He may refuse to permit bulk to be 
broken on board such a vessel or entry to be made of any part of 
her cargo (m) until the postal packets (c) on board the vessel have 
been delivered as above required. He may search every such 
vessel for postal packets which may be on board contrary to 
statute (q), and may seize the same and forward them to the 
nearest post office (r). He incurs a forfeit of £50 if he permits 


(0) For definition of ** postal packet,” see note {h), p, 630, ante* 

(d) See p. 631, ante. 

(e) “Shipowners’ letters” under the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
o. 48), s. 30 (1), include letters of the owners, charterers, or consi^rueos ol 
vessels inward bound, and of the owners, consignees, or shippers of goods 
pn board those vessels ; see p. 660, post. 

(f) See note (a), p. 6.30, ante, 

ig) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 97 (1). 

{h) Such officer or other person present must also sign the declaration 
{ibid., s. 27 (2) ). . , 

(1) Ibid. The declaration may be in the form contained in ibid., 
Sched. I., which affirms the due delivery to the Post Office of all mail 
bags, packets etc. on board the vessel, except such packets as are 
exempted by law. As to what constitutes “breaking bulk” or “making 
entry,” see title Shipping and Navigation. 

(jfc) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 27 (3). 

{1) Ibid., 8. 27 (4). 

(m) See note (t), supra. 

(n) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 27 (5). As to penalty foif 
master of vessel opening mail bog, sm p. 662, post. 

(o) As to officers of customs, see title Revenue. 

(p) See note (5), p. 664, ante, 

(q) See pp. 631 — 633, ante. 

(f) Post Offloe Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 29 (1). 
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any vessel to report before the above-mentioned requisites have 
been complied with (a). 

1405. Shipowners’ letters (h), provided that the letters brought 
ly any one vessel to any one person do not collectively exceed six 
ranges in weight (c), and that the owner, charterer, or consignee be 
described as such on the address and superscription (d), and that, 
in the case of owners, shippers, or consignees of goods, it also appear 
by the ship’s manifest (e) that they have goods on board the vessel (/’), 
must, if required to be delivered at the port of the vessel’s arrival, 
be delivered to the owners, charterers, consignees, or shippers, by 
the master free of inland postage, and the persons to w^hom they 
are to be delivered are entitled to the delivery thereof before the 
delivery of the other letters to the Post Office (^); if delivered 
elsewhere in the British Islands must be delivered by post on 
payment of inland postage only (A). Delivery in either case is sub- 
ject to the previous payment to the Post Office of the gratuities 
payable to masters of vessels bringing the letters (/). 

1406. Post Office regulations (,;) provide for the allowance to 
masters of vessels (/c) in respect of postal packets (/), or any descrij)- 
tion thereof, conveyed by them on behalf of the Post Office, and 
also to pilots, seamen, and others in respect of ix)fttal packets, or 
any description thereof, brought by them to any post office from 
any vessels, of such gratuities under such conditions and restric- 
tions as the Postmaster-General may from time to time think fit (m). 

Sub- Slot. 4. — Exemption from Tolls. 

1407. Carriages or horses conveying mail bags (u) are exempt 
from toll at places where tolls are otherwise demandable(o). 


(a) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 29 (2). 

(b) For definition of shipowners’ letters,” see note (c), p. 655, ante. 

(0) Except in the case of letters brou^t by vessels coming from Ceylon, 
the Mauritius, India, or the Cape of Good Hope, into any port of the 
British Islands for an owner, charterer, or cons^ee of such a vessel, in 
which case they may be collectively twenty ounces in weight (Post Office 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 30 (2) (a) ). An officer of customs, on finding 
any shipowners* letters to exceed these limits of weight, may seize and take 
to the nearest post office so many of the letters as wOl reduce the remainder 
within the limits (ibid., s. 30 (3) ). 

(d) Ibid., s. 30 (2) (b). For the criminal offence of abusing this privileged 
exemption, see p. 660, post. 

(e) As to a ship’s manifest, see title Shipping and Navigation. 

(f) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 30 (2) (c). 

ig) Ibid., s. 30 (1) (a). 

(h) Ibid., s. 30 (1) (b). 

(1) Ibid., s. 30(1). 

(; ) See p. 636, ante, 

(k) For definition of “master,” see note (p), p. 654, ante. 

(l) For definition of “postal packet,” see note (h), p. 63 J, ante. 

(m) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 31. 

(n) For definition of “ mail bag,” see note (r), p. 654, ante. 

(o) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 79 (1) ; see a case previous 
to the Act (Northam Bridge Co. v. B. (1886), 55 L. T. 759). See title 
Highways, Stkjeets, and Bridges, Vol. XVI., p. 65. The privilege of 
Post Office officials does not a]>ply to a ferry (nut being an aocieut leg.Al 



Part III.— Conditct of Bcsi2?ess. 


657 


• Sect. 10. — Establish nwit of Posts in British Possessions. 

1408. The legislature of any British possession (p) may by any 
enactment make such provision as may seem fit for the establisli- 
ment, maintenance,. and regulation of posts within the possession, 
and for charging rates of postage, and for appropriating the revenue 
derived therefrom (q). Where any such enactment for establishing, 
maintaining, and regulating posts within the possession has come 
into operation (r), the powers and privileges of the Treasury and 
the Postmaster-General in relation to such posts shall cease after 
that date («). 

Sect. 11. — Arrangements uith Foreign Countries, 

1409. Where an arrangement has been made by His Majesty 
with any foreign State with respect to the conveyance by post of any 
postal packets (t) between the British Islands and places out of the 
British Islands, or between places out of the British Islands whether 
through the British Islands or not, the Treasury may, by warrant, 
make such regulations as may seem to them necessary for carrying 
the arrangement into effect, and may make provisions as to the 
charges for the transit of postal packets, single or in bulk, and the 
scale of weights to be adopted, and the accounting for and paying 
over to any foreign State of any money received by the Postmaster- 
General (a). 


Part IV.— Communications by Post. 

Sect. 1. — Leyal Effect. 

1410. The legal effect of communications by post (h) has been 
dealt with in respect of the following matters elsewhere formation 


ferry) which a -statutorv corporation is authorised to work but not obliged 
to maintain (A,-Q,v, Londonderry Bridge Oommhmonere, [1903] 1 I. R. 
339) As to the offence of demanding toll, see p. 667, post. Tolls leviable 
in Scotland or Ireland in respect of mails must be accounted for and paid 
by the Postmaster-General out of moneys provided by Parliament (Post 
Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7. c. 48), s. 79 (4) ). 

(n) For definition of “ Bri.idi possession,’* see note (k), p. 631, mite. 

(q) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), s. 85 (1). As to newspapers, 

see note (w), p. 647, ante. ^ j. ^ n i 

(r) Where there is in the possession any post established by the Post- 
master-General, the enactment does not come into operation until llis 
Maiestv’s consent thereto given by Order in Council is declared m the 
pos^ion. or until such later date as the Order may fix {ibid., s. 85 (2) >. 

F^d^ifition of “postal packet,” see note (h), p. 630, anU. 
a) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 4. As to Treasury warranU 
and regulations, see p. 636, ante ; as to postal orders, see note (m), p. 649; 
ante ,* as to newspapers, see note (u), p. 647, ante, 

{b) As to criminaJ law, see p. 659 et seq., post. 


Sect. 10. 

EstiOilhh- 
ment of 
Posts in 
British 
Posses- 
sions. 

Postb in 

liritish 

possc&sious. 


ArrangcmtMita 
with forcigu 
couutrics. 


liCtters in 
contract, 
libel etc. 



658 


Post Officb. 


Sbot. 1. of contract by jjost (c) ; copyright (<f) and property (e) in letters ; 

Legal publication of libel by letter (/), postcard (g), or telegram (!b) ; 

Effect payment by post (t); address of communications to a company (A;), 
payment of dividend warrant (Z), and notice of allotment of 
shares (»t) by ^ost; service of process in general (n) by|)ost; and 
service of notices and other documents upon compames(o), in 
trustee matters (p), mortgages (g), landlord and tenant notices (r), 
or in bankruptcy cases (s) by post. 

Sect. 2. — Evidence. 

Evidence and 1411. The admissibility in evidence of letters in general (t), 
proof. letters marked “ private and confidential ” (it) or “ without 


(0) See title Contract, VoI. VII., pp. 352 (contracts made through 
the post), 363 (acceptance made through post : demand of acceptance 
“ by return of post ** ; effect of delivery to postman : agency of Post 
Office : delay and loss in post), 364 (revocation of offer by post). As to 
posting notice of allotment of shares, see the text, infra. As to proof of 
posting, delivery etc., see pp. 643, ante, 669, post As to inference to bo 
drawn from failure to answer letter, see title Evidence, Vol. XIII., 
p. 458. 

(d) See title CopTRTonT and Literary Property, Vol. VIII., p. 138 
(right to restrain publication of letter). 

0?) See ibid,, p. 138 (right to recover possession of letter) ; see note {h), 
p. 669, post See also title Evidence, Vol. XIII., p. 448 (possession of 
letter with seals broken, presumed knowledge of contents). As to forward- 
ing of letters, see p. 644, ante, and note (Z), p. 663, post 
if) See title Libel and Slander, Vol. XVIII., pp. 660 (letter addressed 
to plaintiff and opened by third party : letter placed in wrong envelope), 
661 (transmission by post as evidence of receipt) ; as to which see also 
title Evidence, Vol. XIII., pp. 441, 656. 

(p) See title Libel and Slander, Vol. XVIII., p. 661. For definition 
of post-card,” see note (t), p. 643, ante, 

(k) See title Libel and Slander, Vol. XVIII., p. 661. 

(t) See title Contract, Vol. VII., p. 449. As to effect of loss of 
cheque in post, see ibid,, and title Evidence, Vol. XIII., p. 666, note (o) ; 
see also pp. 642, 643, emte, 

{k) See title Companies, Vol. V., p. 83. 

(1) See ibid., p. 629. As to whether posting of a warrant may bo pay- 

ment of a dividend, see Thahlwall v. Great Northern Eailway, [19101 
2 K. B. 609. ^ 

(m) See title Companies, Vol. V., p. 173. 

(n) See' titles. County Courts/ Vol. VlII^,pp. 619* seq. : Mayor’s 
Court, London; Vol. XX., p. 291 Practice and Procedure. ‘ * 

(o) See title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 83, 306, 307, 309, 661. 

ip) As to service of request to a trustee under the Trustee Act, 1893 
(66 & 67 Viet. c. 63). s. 36, see Ee Struve^s TrusU, [1912] W. N. 149 ; title 
Trusts and Trustees. 

(a) As to sufficient address and service of notice under the Conveyancing 
and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viot. o. 41), s. 67, see title Mort- 
gage, Vol. XXI., pp. 261, 262. 

(r) As to service of notice by superior landlord upon undertenant or 
lodger by registered post, see title Distress, Vol. XL, p. 147 ; Jarvis v. 
Hemmings, [1912] 1 Ch. 462 ; and p. 643, ante, 

(«) See title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 291 (effect of 
notice by post), 320 (service by post), 

(t) See title Evidence, Vol. XlII., p. 439. 

i%) See title Coptbiohx and Lixeeabt Fboperxt, Vol. VXll., p, 13B. 
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Part IV.— Communications by Post. 

pr^udice ” (a), and the proof of the posting (b), d»ite (c), delivery (d), 
ana receipt (e) of letters are also dealt with elsewhere. 


Part V. — Offences. 

Sect. 1. — In General, 

1412. Various offences against the Post Office are defined by 
statute (/). Some of these have been mentioned elsewhere as p\rt 
of the general criminal law (g ) ; others are set out in the following 
paragraphs. 


(a) See title Evidence, Vol. XIIT., pp 457, 657 ei seq. 

(b) See ibid., pp. 441 (how far conclusive by statute and orders), 550 
(general proof of posting), 667 (copy in letter-book, evidence of posting 
as against owner). As to a solicitor’s bill of coats “ sent by the post 
see Srowne v. Black, [19121 1 K* li- 316, C. A., and title Soucitors ; as 
to transmission of case stated to court within three days, see Uolhind v. 
Peacockf [1912] 1 K. B. 164 ; title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., p. 653, note (r). 
As to sending (within seven days) notice of defence of written warranty 
under Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 61), s 20 (1), 
see BetnU Dairy Oo,, Ltd. v. Clarke, [1912J 2 KB. 388. As to certificate 
of posting, see note (g), p. 646, ante. 

(c) See title Evidence, Vol, XIIT., pp 666 (postmark evidence of time 
and place of posting), 657 (date of letter primd facie evidence of date of 
writing). 

(d) See ibid.f pp. 441 (delivery of letter unsealed, presumed posting 
unsealed), 448 (possession of letter with seals broken, presumed knowledge 
of contents), 656 (general proof). As to liability for non-delivery, see 

р. 642, OMte. 

(e) See title Evidence, Vol. XIII., p. 441 (receipt presumed on proof of 
proper addressing and posting). As to posting in ordinary course of 
business, see ibid. ; see also ibid., p. 468 (failure to answer, not necessarily 
an admission of truth of contents). As to proof of publication ol libel, see 
title Libel and Slander, Vol. XVIII., pp. 660, 661. 

(/) Chiefly by the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), ss. 60 — 69. 
Most of the cases hereafter cited were decided under statutes repealed and 
re-enacted by that Act. 

(g) See title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 488 (opening 
or delaying postal packets by Post Office officer), 639 (sending indecent 
or obscene prints, words etc.), 644, 646 (stealing postal packet ; stealing 
or embezzling postal packet by Post Office officer), 746 (imitating paper 
etc. used for stamp duties), 747 (possessijn or paper, plates or dies), 748, 
749 (forging dies, stamps etc.) ; and see title Bsvende. See also as to 
various other statutory penalties under the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 

с. 48), p. 633, ante (evasion of postage), note (e), p. 661, ante (refusal or 
neglect to carry mails), pp. 654, 655, ante (offence by shipma^er), p. 665, 
asUe (offence by customs officer), p. 633, ante (infringement of postal 
monopoly), p. 630, ante (for non-surrender of uniform). For offences in 
sending threatening letters, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., pp. 696 (threat to murder), 664 et seq. (demand of money etc. 
by threatening letter), 666 (threat to accuse of crime), 668 (threat to 
publish libel). For offences in respect of telegrams, see title Telegraphs 
and Telephones, 
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Sect. 2. — Infringement of Postal Monopoly. * 

1413. Infringement of the Postmaster-Generars monopoly (h) is 
an offence punishable on summary conviction (0 by fine (A). 

Sect. 3 . — Abuse of Exemption of Privileged Persons* Letters. 

1414. A fine not exceeding £o for each offence, recoverable sum- 
marily (/), is incurred by every person who, (1) not having at the 
time the command of any vessel, regiment, corps, or detachment to 
which a privileged person belongs (m), writes his name upon a letter 
in order that it may be sent at a lower rate of postage than by law 
established (w) ; or (2) procures a privileged person to obtain 

or being a privileged person obtains (p), the signature of his com- 
manding officer upon a letter which is not from that privilegetl 
person and upon his private concerns only, in order to avoid the pay- 
ment of the postage by law established ; or (3) wilfully addresses a 
letter to a privileged person which is intended for another person or 
concerns the affairs of another person, w*ith intent to evade the 
payment of the legal postage (ry) ; or (4) being a commanding officer 
authorised to write (r) upon the letter of a privileged person, wilfully 
writes his name upon a letter that is not from and on the private 
concerns only of a privileged person {s\ 

Sect. 4. — Abuse of Exemption of Shipotrners* Letters. 

1415. A fine not exceeding £10 for each offence, recoverable 
summarily (/), is incurred by every person who, with intent to evade 
any postage (t), falsely superscribes a letter as being the owner or 
charterer or consignee of the vessel conveying the letter, or as the 
owner or the shipper or the consignee of goods shipped thereon {n ). 

1416. A fine not exceeding £5, recoverable summarily (/), is 
incurred by every person, who being either the master or one of 

{h) As to which, see p. 631, ante. 

i) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 34; p. 633, ante. As to 
suumaiy proceediugs, see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp. 689 et seg. 

{k) See p. 633, ante. Such fines and forfeitures are incurred whether the 
letter is sent simply or with anything else, or the incidental service is 
performed in respect to a letter either sent or to be sent singly or together 
with some other letter or thing. In any proceeding for the recovery of 
such fines or forfeitures, it lies upon the person proce^ed against to prove 
that the act in respect of which the fine or forfeiture is alle^ to have been 
incurred was done in conformity with the Act (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 
Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 34 (6) ). 

(/) As to summaiy proceedings, see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., 
pp. 589 et seg. 

(m) See p. 641, ante. 

(n) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 0 (6) (a). 

( 0 ) Ibid., s. 6 (6) (b). 

(p) Ibid., 8. 6 (7). 

(g) Ibid., s. 6 (6) (c). 

(r) See p. 641, ante. 

(a) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 6 (5). 

(0 See note (y), p. 637, ante. 

in) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 30 (4) ; sec 6?:2, 666 
mnie. 
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tl)e officers or crew of a vessel inward bound (a), or A Jm^soligor 
thereof, knowingly lias in his baggage or in his possession or 
custody any postal packet (6), except a postal packet not within the 
privilege of the Postmaster-General (c), after the master has sent 
any part of the postal packets on board his vessel to the Post 
Office (d). 

1417. If such person detains any such packet after demand made 
either by an officer of customs (r) or by any person aiitliorised by 
the Postmaster-General to demand the ptjstal packets on board the 
vessel, he is liable for every postal packet on summary conviction 
to a line not exceeding 


Sect. 5. — FniVilnlent Rf'teutian of Mail-hag or Postal Packet, 

1418. Anyone is guilty of a misdemeanour (/;) who fraudulently 
retains, or wdlfully secretes (//) or keeps, or detains (i), oi\ when 
required by an officer of the Post Office (/*), neglects or refuses t) 
deliver up — 

(1) Any postal packet (/) which is in course of transmission by 
post(m) and which ought to have been delivered to any other 
person ; or 


(a) As to what is an “inward bound** vessel, see note (6), p. 65^, ante, 

(b) For definition of “postal packet,*’ see note (A), p. 030, anic, 

(c) See p. 631, ante, 

(d) See pp. 654, 655, ante, 

(e) See title Revenue. 

(/) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 32. 

(a) Ibid., 8. 53. 

(h) See, as to secreting, B. v. Wynn (1848), 2 Car. & Kir. 859 ; (1^40), 1 
Den. 365, C. C. R., whore a letter-sorter, to avoid detection of his niistake 
in sorting, threw unopened letters down a water-closet. 

(i) Compare B, v. Poynton (1862), Le. & Ca. 247 (undelivered letter 
kept in postman’s pocket with intent to steal or secrete), and see Meirelles 
V. Rantiino (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 909 (assignee of bankrupt demanding letters). 
As to civil proceedings in detinue, see title Trover and Detinue. 

(k) For definition of “ officer,” see note (a), p. 630, ante, and note (/), 
p. 664, post, 

{1) For definition of “ postal packet,*' see note (h), p. 630, ante. For 
the effect of fictitious letters for the purpose of testing persons* honesty, see 
B. V, Young (1846), 2 Car. & Kir. 466 (letter to fictitious address), overruling 
H. V. Gardner (1845), 1 Car.& Kir. 628. As to evidence of an article being 
a postal packet, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, VoI. IX., p. 684, 
note (m). , 

(m) “ Transmission by post ” for this purpose lime runs from the time of 
delivery to a post office to the time of delivery to the addressee (Post Office 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 90 (a) ). Delivery to a letter carrier or other 
authorised person is delivery to a post office {ibid., s. 90 (b) ) ; delivery 
at the house or office of the jierson to whom the packet is addressed, or 
to him or to his servant or agent or other person considered to be authori«e<l 
to receive the packet, according to the usual manner of delivering that 
person’s postal packets, is delivery to the person addressed {ibid,, s. 90 (e) ). 
As to evidence of the posting of a letter, see title Evidence, Vol. XIII., 
p. 556; pp. 643. 658, ante. As to what constitutes posting in the ordinary 
way. see title Evidence, Vol. Xlll., p. 441 ; and B, v. Bathbone (1841), 2 
Mood. 0. C. 242; Car. & M. 220; B, y. Shepherd (1856), Denr^. C. C. 
606. As to posting as publication of libel, sec title Libel and Slander^ 
Vol. XYllI., p. 6C1 ; p. 658, anU. 
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(2) Any postal packet (n) in course of transmission by post (o)^ of 
any mail-bag (p) which shall have been found by him or by any 
other person (g). 

1419. The punishment for this offence is fine and imprisonment 
with or without hard labour (r). 

Sect. 6. — Sending Dangerous Substance by Post 

1420. Any person is guilty of a misdemeanour (a) who sends or 
attempts to send a postal packet (t) which encloses any explosive, 
dangerous, noxious, or deleterious substance, any filth, sharp instru- 
ment not properly protected, any living creature which is either 
noxious or likely to injure other postal packets in course of convey- 
ance or an officer of the Post Office (^a), or any article or thing 
whatsoever which is likely so to injure such other packets or 
officer (v). 

The punishment for this offence is, on summary conviction, a fine 
not exceeding J£10, and, on conviction on indictment (i£?), imprison- 
ment for a period not exceeding twelve months with or without 
liard labour (a). 


Sect. 7. — Interference with Letters. 

1421. A master of a vessel (b) who either opens a sealed mail- 
bag (r) with which he is entrusted for conveyance, or takes out of 
a mail-bag with which he is entrusted for conveyance any postal 
packet (d) or other thing, incurs a forfeit of £200 (e). Any person 
to whom postal packets have been entrusted by the master of a 
vessel to bring on shore who breaks the seal or in any manner 
wilfully opens them, is liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding £20 (/). 


(n) See note {h), p. 630, ante. 

(o) See note (m), p. 661, ante. 

(p) See note (r), p. 654, ante. 

iq) As to stealing or receiving stolen postal packets or mail- bags, see 
title Criminal Law and Procedure, VoL IX., pp. 646, 684. 

(rl The Post Office Act, 1908(8 Edw. 7, o. 48), s. 63, which substantially 
re-enacts the Post Office (Offences) Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 &; 1 Viet. c. 36), 
Bs. 31, 42, does not specify the amount of the fine and imprisonment. 

(H) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 63 (1). 

(0 See note (h), p. 630, ante. 

(u) See note (a), p. 630, emte, and note (t), p. 664, post. 

(v) See title Explosives, Vol. XIV., p. 395. As to sending by post 
prints, articles etc. which are indecent or obscene, or have indecent 
words, marks, or designs, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., 

р. 639. Detention in the post office of any postal packet contravening tlds 
section does not exempt tne sender from proceedings which might liave 
been taken in case of due delivery by post (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 

с. 48). s. 63 (3) ). See also title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp. 686, 687. 
{w) Indictment includes an information (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 

c. 48), 8. 89). 

(a) Ibid., 8. 63 (2). 

(b) See note (p), p. 654, ante. 

{e) See note (r), p. 654, ante. 

(d) See note {h), p. 630, ante. 

(s) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), 8. 28 (1) ; ieepp. 654, 655, ants. 
(/) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), a. 28 (2). 
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^ 422 . Any person not in the employment of the Postmaster- 
General (9) is (h) guilty of a misdemeanour, who, not being a parent, 
or in the position of parent or guardian, of the addressee of the 
letter (i), wilfully and maliciously, with intent to injure any other 
person, either opens, or causes to be opened, any letter (fc) which 
ought to have bwn delivered to that other person, or does any act 
or thing whereby the due delivery of the letter to that other person 
is prevented or impeded ( 1 ). 

The i>unishment for this offence is a fine not exceeding £ 50 , 
or imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months with or 
without hard labour. Prosecutions for this offence cannot be 
instituted without the direction or consent of the Postmaster- 
General (m). 

Sect. 8. — Negligence or Mieeonduct of Letter Carriers. 

1423 . Any person employed to convoy or deliver a mail-bag (n) 
or a postal packet (o), in course of transmission by post(;>), is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £20 who while 
so employed, or while in possession or custody of the mail-bag or 
postal packet — 

(1) Leaves it, or suffers any person, not being the guard or person 
employed for that purpose, to ride in the place appointed for the 
guard in or upon any carriage used for its conveyance {q)f or to ride 
in or upon a carriage so used and not licensed to carry passengers, 
or upon a horse used for its conveyance on horseback ; or 

( 2 ) Is guilty of any act of drunkenness ; or 

(8) Is guilty of carelessness, negligence, or other misconduct, 
whereby the safety of the mail bag or postal packet is endan- 
gered; or 

(4) Without authority collects, receives, conveys, or delivers a 
postal packet otherwise than in the ordinary course of post ; or 

(5) U-ives false information of an assault or attempt at robbery 
upon him ; or 


(g) See note (a), p. 630, ante, and note (t), p. 664, jwst, 

(h) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c, 48), s. 64 (1). 

(i) Ibid., B. 64 (2). 

(k) '‘Letter” here means a postal packet (see note (h), p. 630, ante) iu 
course of transmission by post (see note (m), p. 601, ante), and any other 
letter which has been delivered by post (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 


o. 48), 8. 64 (4) ). . . ^ 

(l) See Stapleton v. Foreign Vineyard Association (1864), 11 L. J. 
77 (where the Qourt refused to restrain the Postmaster-General from 
delivering, or the company from receiving and opening, letters directed 
to the ex-manager of a company at that company’s premises) ; and 
Herma/nn Loog v.Bean (1884), 26 Ch. D. 306,0. A. (where an ex-man#iy<»r 
who had resided on the company’s premises was compelled by injunction 
to withdraw a direction to the Postmaster-General that letters so directed 
gho^d be forwarded to his private address). 

(m) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), 8 . 64 (1), (3). 

(n) See note (r), p. 664, ante. 

(o) See note ih), p. 630, ante. 

(p) See note (m), p. 661, ante. 

(q) As to railways, see pp. 652, 663, ante. 
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(6) Loiters on the road or passage, or M'ilfully niis-speiids ^his 
time so as to delay the progress or arrival of a mail bag or postal 
packet in course of transmission by pest (r), or does not use due 
care and diligence safely to convey a mail-bag or postal packet at 
the due rate of speed («). 

Sect. 9. — Fraudulent Issue of Money Orders. 

1424. Any officer of the Post Office (0 is guilty of a felony who 
grants or issues any money order («) with a fraudulent intent (a). 

Sect. 10. — Sending or Making Paper etc. in Imitation of Post 

Office Paper. 

1425. A fine of 408., recoverable summarily, is incurred by any 
pel son who, without due authority — 

(1) Makes, issues, or sends by post or otherwise any envelope, 
wrapper, card, form, or paper in imitation of one issued by the 
Postmaster-General or any foreign or colonial postal authority, or 
having thereon any words, letters, or marks, which signify or imply, 
or may reasonably lead the recipient to believe, that a postal 
packet (6) bearing them is sent on His Majesty's service ; or 

(2) Makes on any envelope, wrapper, card, form, or paper for the 
purpose of being issued or sent by post or otherwise, or otherwise 


(r) See also title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 488, as to 
wilful detaining or delaying of postal packets. For actions against Post 
Office officers lor non-delivery of letters, see Rowning v. Qoodchild (1773), 
2 Wm. Bl. 906 ; Smith v. Powdiek (1774), 1 Cowp. 182. For the effect of 
delay upon formalion of contract and other matteis, see p. 658, ante. 

(tf) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 67. 

(0 See note (a), p. 630, ante. Proof of appointment is unneces- 
sary (IL V. Borrett (1833), 6 C. & P. 124; B. v. Bees (1834), 6 C. & P. 
606 ; see also title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 389). 
As to the inference to be drawn from evidence of employment, see B, v. 
Cioodwin (1828), 1 Lew. C. C. 100; B. v. Townsend (1841), Car. & M. 
] 78 (son of letter carrier acting during father's illness) ; B. v. Reason 
(1853), Dears. C. C. 226 (person assisting in letter-sorting at postmaster's 
request) ; B. v. Milner (1850), 4 Cox, C. C. 275 ; B. v. Simpson (1860), 4 
Cox, C, C. 276. On the other hand, see B. v. Pearson (1831), 4 C. & P. 
572 (person cleaning boots and assisting in tying up b^s, not an officer) ; 
B, V. Glass (1846), 2 Car. k, Kir. 395 (where the prisoner's act was not 
done in the course of duty as a Post Office servant). 

(u) See p. 048, ante, A money order is an “ order for the payment of 
money,” and a ” valuable security ” within the meaning of the Post Office 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), and any other law relating to forgery or 
stealing {ibid., s. 69 (1)); see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., pp. 641, 642, 697 (larceny of valuable security), 667, C68 (extor- 
tion), 684 — 686 (restitution), 719 (forging orders). Fraudulent oblitera- 
tion or alteration of a money order is, as in the case of a cheque (see ihid,t 
p. 727), felony under the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 48), s. 59 (2). 

(а) Ibid., s. 58 (1). Be-issuing a money order previously paid is deemed 
an issuing of an order with fraudulent intent {ibid., s. 58 (2) ). The punisii- 
xnent for this offence is, at the discretion of the court, ]^n^ servitude for 
not less than three nor more than seven years, or imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than two years {ibid., a. 58 (I) ). 

(б) See note (h). p. 630, atUe. 
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nsed, any mark in imitation of or similar to or purporting to be any 
Btalnp or mark of any post office under the Postuiaster-General or 
any foreign or colonial postal authority, or any words, letters, or 
marks which signify or imply, or may reasonably lead the recipient 
thereof to believe, that a postal packet bearing them is sent on His 
Majesty’s service ; or 

(8) Issues or sends by post or otherwise any envelope*, wnipp(*r, 
card, form, or paper so marked ((*). 

Sect. 11. — Fictitious Stamps, 

1426. A fine not exceeding £20 (d), recoverable snmmavilv, is 
incurred by any person who — 

(1) Makes, knowingly utters, deals in, sells, knowingly uses for 
any postal purpose, or without showing lawful excuse iias in liis 
possession, any fictitious stamp (c); or 

(2) Makes, or without showing lawful excuse has in his possession, 
any die, plate, instrument, or materials for making any iictitious 
stamp (/). 

A prosecution for this offence can only be begun by order of the 
Inland Revenue Commissioners {d), A conviction is subject to Uie 
like right of appeal as in the case of a penalty under the Acts 
relating to the Excise (f/). 

Sect, 12. — Uuauthorised Notice as to Carryimj on Post OlHce 

liusincHS, 

1427. A fine not exceeding 40s. (/<), recoverable summarily, is 
incurred by any person who, without authority from the Postmaster- 
General, places or maintains in or on any house, wall, door, 

(c) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 64 ; see title Criminal Law 
AND Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 748. 

(d) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 05. 

(e) “Fictitious stamp *’ here means any facsimile or imitation or rcpr(‘- 
sentation, whether on paper or otherwise, of any stamp for denoting 
any rate of postage, ineluaing any stamp for denoting a rate of postage 
of any British possession or of any foreign country {ibid., s. 65 (4) ) ; 
lor deOnition or “ Biitish possession,” see note (A:), p. 631, cfate. As to 
forgery, fraudulent printing, and erasing of stamps etc., see title Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 746, 747 ; as to defacing unused 
adhesive stamps, and as to fraudulent practices not specially proviiled 
ior by law in respect of any duty {ibid., s. 21), see Stamp Duties Manage- 
ment Act, 1891 (54 Ac 55 Viet. c. 38), ss. 20, 21 ; title Revenue. 

(/) A newspaper proprietor and printer, who ordoied and kept in his 
possession a oie for making uncoloured illustrations of a current colonial 
postage stamp in an illustrated stamp catalogue or newspaper, was held 
to have the die in his possession without lawful excuse, under the (repealed) 
Post Office (Protection) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 76), s. 7 (c) {Dickins 
V. Oill, [1896] 2 Q. B. 310). Any stamp, die, plate, instrument, or materials 
found in the offendeFs possession are forfeited and may be seized (Post 
Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 65 (3) ). As to forged postal orders, see 
title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 746, note {b) ; as to 
possession of forged stamps, search warrants etc., see ibid., p. 747, note (c) ; 
and title Revenue. 

(g) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), a. 65 (2) ; see title Revenue. 

{%) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), a. 66. An offence continuing 
after a previoua conviction is punishable with a fine not exceeding 5a 
for every day duiiug which it continues (ibM., a. 66 (2) ). 
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window, box, post, pillar or other place belonging to him or 
under his control, any of the following words, letters, or marks 

(1) The words post office or '' postal telegraph office ** ; or 

(2) The words letter box,” with words, letters, or marks which 
signify or imply, or may reasonably lead the public to believe, that it 
is a post office letter box (i) ; or 

(3) Words, letters, or marks which signify or imply, or may 
reasonably lead the public to believe, that any house or place is a 
post office, or that any box is a post office letter box (i). 

1428. Every person required by a notice given by the Postmaster- 
General to remove or efface the same, or to remove or effectually to 
close up any letter box belonging to such person or under his 
control, which has been a post office letter box(i), must comply with 
the request (J), 

Sect. 13, — Unanthorised Affixing of Notices to Post Office. 

1429. Anyone is liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding 40.9. who, without due authority, affixes or attempts to 
affix any placard, advertisement, notice (/c), list (Z), document, 
board or thing in or on, or paints or tars, any post office (m), post 
office letter box (i), telegraph post (?i), or other property belonging 
to or used by or on behalf of the Postmaster-General, or who in 
any way disfigures any such office, box, post, or property (o). 

Sect. 14. — Injury to Letter Boxes. 

1430. Anyone is guilty of a misdemeanour (p) who places or attempts 
to place in or against any post office letter box (a) any fire, match, 
light, filth or fluid, or any explosive, dangerous, noxious or deleterious 
substance, or who commits a nuisance in or against any post office 
letter-box (a), or does or attempts to do anything likely to injure the 
box, appurtenances, or contents. 

The punishment for this offence is upon summary conviction 
a fine not exceeding ^10, and on conviction on indictment (/>) 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve months with or 
without hard labour. 

(t) See note (g), p. 630, ante. 

(/) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 66 (1) (c). 

(k) As to notices in post offices, sec p. 645, ante. 

(l) As to lists in post offices, see p. 645, ante, and title Elections, 
Vol. XII., p. 261. 

(m) See note (o), p. 630, ante. 

in) ** Tele^apn post *’ means a post, pole, standard, stay, strut, or other 
above-ground contrivance for carrying, suspending, or supporting a 
telegraph as defined ^ the Telegraph Act, 1869 (32 &; 33 Viet. c. 73) (Post 
Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 89). See title Telegraphs ani> 
Telephones, and, as to injury to telegraphic apparatus, title Criuikal 
Law and Procedure, Vol. Ia., p. 787. As to nuisance by telegraph 
wires, see title Nuisance, Vol. XXL, p. 616. 

(o) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 62. 

(») Ibid., B. 61 ; see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., 
p. 259 ; and, as to malicious damage, see ibid., pp. 773, 776. 

(a) See note (g), p. 630, anie ; see title Magistrates, Vol. XIX., pp. 686, 
687. 

(5) Indictment includes an information (Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
e. 48), s. 89). 
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Sect. 15. ’-Obstruction of Officer of the Pott Office. 

1431. A fine not exceeding 40«. (c), recoverable eummarily, is 
incurred by any person who wilfully obstructs, or incites anyone to 
obstruct, an officer of the Post Office (d) in the execution of his duty, 
or who whilst in any post office («), or within any premises belonging 
thereto or used therewith, obstructs the course of business of the 
post office (/). 

Any such offender may be required by any officer of the 
Post Office to leave a post office or any such premises ; if he refuses 
or faUs to comply with such requirement, he is liable on summary 
conviction to a further fine not exceeding £5, and may be removed 
by any officer. All constables must on demand remove or assist 
in removing such offender Q/). 

Sect. 16. — Demanding Toll for Mails. 

1432. A fine not exceeding £b for each offence, recoverable 
summarily, is incurred by any person who, being a toll collector or 
receiver, or other person employed to receive the tolls or rates at a 
gate or bar erected upon a highway, bridge, or post road, demands 
toll for any mail {h) or any person, horse or carriage going for or 
employed to go for any mail bag (i), or does not permit any such 
mail, person, horse, or carriage to pass without delay, or wilfully 
delays or obstructs any such mail, person, horse, or carriage at or 
in passing a gate or bar; or who being a ferryman, or other person 
employed to receive the tolls at a ferry, den)and8 any toll for any 
mail, or does not, within fifteen minutes after demand made, convey 
the mail (if it be possible or safe to do so) across the ferry to the 
usual landing-place (/c). 

Sect. 17. — Soliciting to Commit OJ/'cnces. 

1433. Any person is guilty of a misdemeanour (^) who solicits or 
endeavours to procure any other person to commit an offence 
punishable on indictment under the Post Office Act, 1908 (m). 


(c) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 67 (1). 

(d) See note (a), p. 630, ante ; and see note ((), p. 664, ante. 

(e) See note {g), p. 630, ante. 

(/) Any hawker, newsvendor, or idle or disorderly pejson stopping or 
loitering on the flagway or pavement opposite the General Post Oflice in 
Loudon, or any part thereof, is liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding £6 (Poet Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 68 (3) ). As to 
obstruction in neighbourhood of London General Post Office l»y hackney 
carriages (idtd., s. 68 (1), (2)), see titles Markets and Faiks, VoI. XX., 
p, 69, note (t); Street and Aerial Traffic. As to obstruction of post 
office business by notices, see p. 645, ante. 

(^) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 67 (2). Ac to the po^^ers 
of a constable, see title Pouce, pp. 497 et aeg., ante. 

(h) See note (x), p. 651, ante, 

li) See note (r), p. 654, ante, 

(k) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 79 (2), (3) ; see p. 656, ante, 
and title Highways, Streets, and Bridges, VoL XVI., p. 66. 

(l) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 69 ; see title Criminal 
Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 260. 

(ff») 8 Edw. 7, c. 48 ; see pp. 659 et seg., anU, and title CRlMiNAh Law and 
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Demanding 

toll. 


Soliciting to 

commit 

oifeucos. 



ro8T Ofncau 


fir.8 

SECT. 17. 

Solioitintfto 

Commit 

Offences. 

Punishmeot. 


IlecoTcry of 
tines and 
forfeitures. 


Power of 
Po^tmastei- 
General to 
compromise. 


Summary 

oroceedings. 


The punishment for this offence je uDjiirieonmmt with <kr without 
hard labour for any term not exceeding two years («). * 


Part VI.— Legal Proceedings. 

Sect. 1 . — Itecoray of Fines and Forjeiinres* 

1434* A fine or forfeiture imposed by the Post Office Act, 1908 (r>), 
whether recoverable on summary conviction or not, may be recovered 
\\ith costs by any person who sues for the same in the High Court, 
lie may sue for the maximum amount, but can recover only such 
faiini as the court awards ( />). Proceedings must be commenced 
within one year next after the fine or forfeiture was incurred {q). 

The Postmaster-General may compromise and compound any 
legal proceeding commenced by his authority, or under his control, 
against any person to recover any fine or forfeiture incurred under 
the Post Office Act, 1908 (n),on such terms and conditions as the 
]*()btiiiaster-General in his absolute discretion thinks proper, with 
full power for him, or any of his officers or agents duly authorised, 
to accept any fine or forfeiture so incurred or alleged to be incurred, 
or any part thereof, without legal proceedings (r). 

Sect. 2. — Summary Proceedings, 

1435. All offences under the Post Office Act, 1908 (o), which are 
punishable on summary conviction, may be prosecuted, and all fines 
and forfeitures recoverable on summar}' conviction may be recovered, 
in the United Kingdom, in manner provided by the Summary Juris- 
diction Acts (»). Any person convicted on summary conviction may 


Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 488, 639, 644, 645. See R. v. James (1800), 
24 Q. B. D. 439, C. C. K. (prisoner inducing postman to intercept letteis, 
accessory before the fact); Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861 (24 A 25 
Viet. c. 94), s. 1) ; as to accessories before and after the fact, and us to 
incitements to crime, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX , 
pp. 267, 258, 260. 

(w) Post Offico Act, 1008 (8 Edw. 7, c 48), s. 69. 

(o) 8 Edw. 7, c. 48. 

(p) Ibid.f 8. 70 (1). As to recovery of fines and forfeitures outside the 
United Kingdom, see ibid,, s. 70 (3). As to recovery of unpaid postage not 
exceeding £20, see p. 640, ante. By the Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 48), 8. 76, fines, forfeitures, and other sums recovered must, notwith- 
standing anything in any other Act, be paid into the Exchequer, unless 
applied as an appropriation in aid under the Public Accounts and Chaiges 
Act, 1891 (54 & 56 Viet. c. 24), s. 2 ; see title Revenue. As to the pracUce 
of the High Court, see title Practice and Procedure. 

(q) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), b. 70 (2). Ab to time limitB of 
actions generally, see title Limitation of Actions, VoL XIX., pp. 33 
ei seq. 

(r) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 76. As to compound- 
ing penal actions otherwise, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., p. 504; as to compounding civil actions, see title Practice and 
Procedure. 

{s) Post Offiw Act, X908 (8 Edw. 7, c» 48), s. 71 {D; ^ to Isle of 
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ftppoal in Boglftnd to a court oi quarter sessions (f). Any Bum, 
reooTonble summarily as a civil dwt (a), is recoverable in manner 
provided by these Acts. 

Sect. Z.—lndictment». 


Sect. S. 

Suimaaiy 

Proceed- 

ings. 


1486. In any indictment (a) or legal proceeding for any offence or indictments, 
any malicious, injurious, or fraudulent act or thing in respect of the 
Post Ofiaee or the Post Office revenue, or any property under the 
management or control of the Postmaster -General, it is enough to 
allege such property to belong to His Majesty’s Postmaster- 
General oh, and to allege such act or thing to have been done with 
intent to injure or defraud him, without naming the particulnr 
Postmaster-General, and without alleging or proving upon trial or 
otherwise that such property was of any value (c). In any indict- 
ment or legal proceeding under the Post Office Act, 1008 (rf), against 
any officer of the Post Office, it is enough to allege that the alleged 
offender was an officer of the Post Office at the time of the committing 
of the offence, without stating further the nature or particulars of 
his employment (c). 


Sect. 4. — Proceedings apatt from Post Office Act, 1908. 

1437 When proceedings are taken before any court in respect of 
an offence under the Post Office Act, 1908 (d), which is also an offence 
under some other Act or at common law, the court may Act, isos, 

instead of such proceedings being continued, proceedings be taken 
under such other Act or at common law (f). 

Man and elsewhere, see thW. As to summary procedu.c, see title 
Magistbate^ Vol. j *7 g 71 (2); as to Scotland and 

Ii eland. Sums received in the discharge of his duty may 

J w’xix', 

(а) See note (w), p« 6^2, ante. u„nntrnitnp Vol IX. » pp. 

(б) See title writer icgaius possesHon 

684, note (p). n C B (N. B.) 139, and p. 

„f it. see Oliver Proceoubk. Vol. }X., pp 284. 

(e) IWd.^I‘ Tstzff'and see note («). p. 630. airfr. and note U). p. 6o4, 


ante. 


Tf) Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, e. 48). s. 77. 
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POUND AND POUND-BREACH. 

See Animals. 


POWER OF APPOINTMENT. 

See Powers. 


POWER OF ATTORNEY. 

See Agency. 


IPfTp OF VOX- XXUf 



INDEX 


PARTNERSHIP, 

abroad, jurisdiction of the court as to partnership, 71 
account, action not maintainable in respect of competing businoas. 81 
cost of taking, how payable. 76 
defences to action for an, 72 

denial of partnership as defence to action for, 72 

dissolution action, in, when ordered, 70 

how far partner bound by his own, 73 

illegal business, of, court may order taking of, 71, 7 j 

interest on delay in rendering, 04, 65 

liability of partner to, 47 

mode of taking, 73 

nature of, to be furnished, 66 

parties entitled to an, 74 

payment of balance of, consideration for implied pro'uisc for, 75 

profits, of, when action will not lie for, 17 

relief by way of, circumstances not ban i rig, 71 

re-opening of, proof necessary to order for, 72 

right of partners or legal personal representative to an. G5 

stranger's right to an, 74 

striking monthly balance as affecting right to, 74 
unsaleable assets to be charged in the, 103 
who should join in action for, 66, 67 
acquiescence, acts of partner amounting to, 34 

as a bar to right to re-opening accounts, 73 
act of partner, binding of firm by, 32 
action, between two firms having common partner, 41 
by and against firms, regulation of, 39 

partners, how may be brought, 38, 33 
partner's power to release cause of, 28, 29 

power of the court to order names and addresses of partners to be 
furnished, 40 

administration, deceased partner’s estate, of, effect of, 71 
admission, partner, of, consent required on. 60, 51 
adultery, partner, of, when not a ground for dissolution, 92 
advance, interest payable to partner making. 60 

one of two co-owners for joint benefit, by, when partnership not 
constituted by, C, 7, 10 
right to indemnity of partner making, GO 
share of profits in consideration of, effeet of, 11, 12. 
adventure, completion of, as effecting dissolution, 85 
agent, power of partner to bind firm as, 24 

remuneration by share of profits as affeeting stains of, 10, 11 
agreement, partnership, when liability of partners atfaehrs in nf, 37 

writing necessary to, 21, 22 

alien, validity of partnership between British subject and an, 39 
annuity, share of profits by way of, effect of, 10, 11 
antecedent debts, when new partner may be liable for, 36 

appeals, as to winding up of limited partnership, providons governing, 
321 

appearance by partners to action against firm, form of, 43, 44 
arbitration clause, as affecting right to dissolution, 90 
arbitrators, power to award return of premium, 90 
arrangement, deed of, trustees not partners, 6 
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articles, surviving partner's right to goodwill affected by, 10 1 
assets, application of realised, order of, 103, 101 
disposal of residue after application of, 104 
goodivill as part of the. lOl 
inclusion in accounts, 73 

limited partnership, of, distribution of surplu<9, 120 
realisation on liquidation, 118 

new partnership implied after dissolution fiom use of, 101 
partner's implied ri^t to pledge, 27 

rights as to application of, Cl, 03 
pledging, after dissolution, powers, 98 
preservation of, by appointment of receiver, 77 

realisation and disposal after dissolu:ion, partner's rights a^ to, 101 
surviving partner’s duty to pay debt out of partner^liii), 55 
treatment and valuation os goodwill, 107 
unsaleable, how charged in the accounts, 103 

use by partners continuing busina<«s, effect on rights of outgoing partner^ 
99 

wrongful dealing with restrained, 82 

assignee, partner's share, of, not a necessary party to action for account. t>8 

rights to which subject, 57, 58 

assignment, partner's share, of, when operating as a dissolution, 58, 53 
associations, instances of, other than partnerships, 4, 5 
attachment, discovery by partners compelled by, 40 
of debts, due to partnership firm, 47 
authority, partners, of, extent of, 24, 25 

balance of account, implied promise to pay, what will amount to, 75 
bankers, receipt of money for investment by, effect of, 31 
banking account, in name of one partner for firm’s purpo^e-s, effect of, 33 
business, association for purpose of, wlien illegal, 10 
limitation of number of partners in, 108 
bankruptcy, dissolution effected by partner’s, 87 ^ 

limited partner, of, effect of, 111 

non-liability of married woman as partner of husband to, 21 
return of premium on, 94 

rights of vendor paid by share of profits as affected by, 13 
barristers, partnership does not exist between, 4 
bidding at sale, right of partners as to, 103 

bill of exchange, acceptance by one partner in firm name, effect of, S3 
implied authority of partner as to, 2t3, 27 
personal liability of partner signing in own name, 33 
presumption arising where received lor one partner’s debt 
26, 27 

nook debts, sale of, with the business, 103 

bookmaking business, order for account in, when made, 71, 72 
books, access and inspection of, rights as to, 50, 65, 66 
improper extracts from, restraint, 65, 66 

limited partnership, of, power of the court as to on a winding up, 
i21 

partner’s right as to, when containing private matter, 45, 06 

partnership, of, as evidence, 66 

private matter in, right to seal up, 65, 66 

removal by partner restrained, 82 

breach of covenant, os to engaging in similar business, remedy on, 81 
trust, joint and several liability of paitiiers for, 35 

liability of partners borrowing money wiih knowledge of, 100 
broker, remuneration bv share of profits, effect of, 10, 1 1 
building land, partnership arising from co-ownership of, 6 
business, existence of, necessary to constitute a partner<litp, 4 
business," meaning under the Limited Fartnersuip Act, 1307... 1 03 
calls, due to limited partnership, power of the court os to, 120 
capital, as distinguished from income, 64 

division of, presumption as to, 62, 63 
when profits regarded as, 64 

chaigi ng order, appointment of receirer in aid of, when made, 59 • 
partner’s share, on, effect of, 59 

right of judgrii« nt crcnlitor as U>, 55 

procedure as to, 69 
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PAHTNEB8HIP — continued. 

« cshargiog order, redemption of shares subject to, power of remaining partners^ 
59, 60 

right of remaining partners on making of, 87 
charitable society, partnership not existing in respect of, 4 
city of London, married woman’s trading rights by custom of, 20 
clergymen, as partners in a firm, when legal, 19 
colliery, position of joint owners of, as partners, 71 

tenants in common of, as constituting partnership, 6 
commission agent, no implied authority in, to sign negotiable instruments, 
26 

company, adoption by firm of title of, effect of, 16 
distinguished from partnership, 3, 4 
competition, restrained as between partners and firm, 48 
retiring partner, by, when restrained, 83, 81 
conditions of sale, on sale of goodwill by the court, 106 
conduct, as ground for dissolution, 92 
partnership implied from, 15 

right to bring partners before the court may be lost by, 68 
return of premium not prejudiced by, 96 
contempt of court, interference with receiver as, 79 

contract, division of proceeds arising from illegal, court will not aid, 17 
infant’s liability on partnership, extent of, 19, 20 
partnership as considered from a question of, 9 
receiver’s right to enter into, 79 
contribution, partner’s liability to make, extent of, 60, 61 
right to, extent of, 36, 36, 61 

contributories, limited partnership, to, liability of, 118, 119 

persons included in list of, 320 
power of court to settle list of, 119^ 
320 

right of liquidator against estates of 
deceased, 119 

conversion, joint property Into separate, 67 

land into personal property, of, as between partners, 66 
partnership land subject to, 66 ^ 

sale of partnership land as affecting, 102 
separate, into joint partnership projierty, 64, 66 
convict partner, Forfeiture Act as affecting rights of, 19 
co-ownership, partnership not constituted by, 6 

where property not the subject of, 7 

corporation, limited partner may be a, 108 

costs, dissolution where partner becomes lunatic, of, how paid, ./i 

taking accounts, of, payment of, 76 . . j- 

Counties P^atine of Lancaster and Durham, jurisdiction as to dissolution, 

89 

county courts, jurisdiction as to dissolution of partnership, 89 . 

corenant, Toi^ when restriction of space as to carrying on similar businoM 

cr^i^*^£^artnership, attempt to pledge by one partner, when not binding, 
* 27 28 

power of individual partner to pledge, 27, 28 

creditors, limited partnership, of, rights of, 119 46 

rights against personal represcutaUves of last survivor, 46 

not ^ected by agreement between partners, 37, 38, 98, 99 

transto^ o^partnership property between partners as affecting, 

custom of trtd’ef payment of interest as between partners affected by. 61. 66 
death, dissolution of partnership by, 86 

Jebtor .f ~ W”””. 

effect of, 12 ^ s. di ^ 

relationship of partners not tnat oi, *, /o 

^p*»mwiS«neot* bp paitiMW M to papiMot oft 

98, 99 

H-li.— XW. t ^ ^ 
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VAS.THlBR8HlP—eontinitea. 

debts, duration of liability of partus for, 35—38 

implied authority of partners to receive and pay, 28 
payment by surviving partner of firm’s, how made, 55 
release by one partner, powers, 28, 23 
right of surviving partner to recover partnership, 68 
subsequent, when retiring partner may be liable for, 88 
when new partner may oe liable for antecedent debts, 36 
deceased partner, several liability of estate of, 86, 86 

use of name of, by continuing partners, effect of, 15 
deed, no implied authority in partner to execute, 26 

unauthorised execution by partner having implied authority to borrow, 
effect of, 26 

Deeds of Arrangement Act, 1687, application to limited partnerships, 121 
deficiency, liability of partners to, after dissolution, 103 
determination, partnership for indefinite period, of, 24 
disablement, partner, of, as ground for dissolution, 92 
discovery, right of creditor to, in action against firm, 44, 45, 46 
dissolution, absence of prospect of profit as cause of, 93, 94 
account ordered without a claim for, 71 
action for, how commenced, 89 
acts of partner restrained after, 83, 84 
agreement as to goodwill protected on, 107 

to take shares in specie by valuation on, effect of, 
' 74, 76 

appointment of receiver after, 77 
arbitration clause as affecting right to, 90 
assignments by partners on, 63 

of partner’s share operating os a, 68, 63 
authority of partners after, 97, 98 
bankruptcy of partner as effecting, 87 
charging order on partner’s share may effect, 87 
commencement of action for, 89 
conduct of partner as ground for, 92 
considerations affecting the rights of parties after, 100 
of the court in ordering a, 94 
courts having jurisdiction as to, 88, 89 
date from which taking effect, 85 
of, where partner a lunatic, 9 1 
death of partner as effecting, 86 
distinction between actions for account and, 67 
distribution of profits after, 99 

effluxion of time on completion of adventure as effecting, 86 

essentials of notice of, 85, 86 

form of action against partners after, 43 

grounds of, 90 — 94 

injunction ancillary to, when granted, 81, 82 
granted pending, 80 

limited partnership, on winding up of, 121, 122 
not prevented by holder of option of partnership, 61 
notice of, what may be sufficient, 96, 97 
onus of proof on stay of action for, 90 
parties to action for, 66, 67 
partner’s right to disposal of assets on, 101 
power of judge in lunacy as to, 89 
to pledge assets after, 98 
profits made after, liability to account for, 63 
public notice of, right as to, 96 
representation of partners in action for, 66, 67 
return of premium on, power of the court as to, 91, 95 
rights of outgoing partner as to profits made after, 93 
stay of action for, when refused, 90 
unreasonable conduct as ground for, 93 
where partnership becomes illegal, 87 
winding up of limited partnership on, 112 
Dublin Gazette, publication of notice of dissolution in, effect of, 06, 97 
duty of partner, limitation of, 49 

Edinbuigh Gazette^ publication of notice of dissolution in, effect of, 96, 37 
« lection, outgoing partner’s right as to, 63, 64 
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Index. 


PAMNBRSHIP— conWnuerf. 

• embeuleinent, trust funds by solicitor, of, as ground for dissotntlon, 02 

survivorship as to partnership property not recognised in, 

66 , 66 ' 

estoppel, creditor obtaining judgment against continuing partner, of, 46. 47 
UabiUtj as partner by, 13, 14 » » • 

partnership from representation by, 1,3, 14 
evidence, dissolution, of, admissibility of Gazette notice as, 90 
execution, enforcement of judgment by, 46 

leave required where receiver appointed, 79 
no right to, on separate judgment against partner, 65 
axccutors, deceased partner in specific undertaking, of, rights of, 64 
partner’s, personal liability of, 101 

right of retainer of surviving partner as, 75 
to on account, 66 

when not restrained from carrying on a similar 
business, 83 

rights when power to nominate partners vested in, 62 
sale of share to surviving partners by, when supported, 70 
expulsion of partner, powers, 88 
fiduciary relationship, as between partners, 47 

not extending to purchase of share of one partner by 
another. 48 

** firm,’* meaning under the Limited Partnership Act, 1907... 108 
firm name, right of purchaser of goodwill to use, 101 
“firm name,” meaning under the Limited Partnership Act, 1907... 108 
nature of a, 6 

foreign embassy in England, jurisdiction of the court as to partner member 
of, 19 

Forfeiture Act, convict partner as affected by, 19 
fraud, as ground for rescission of agreement, 69 

goods obtained by one partner by, property in, 32 
liability of innocent members of fiim o£ solicitors for their partner’s, 
30, 31 

person induced to be partner by, 70 
when firm liable for individual partner’s, 30 
fraudulent misrepresentation, liability of infant partner for, 19, 20 
gain, relation must exist for the purpose of, 21 

goods, separate purchase and rateable division of profits in respect of, effect 

of, 9, 10 

of, for joint adventure, when paitnership arises from, 
6, 7 

goodwill, as part of the assets, 104 

benefit of agreements passing on sale of, 105 
definition of, 104 

grounds upon which treated as assets, 107 
inclusion in account and valuation on death of partner, 107 
provisions of articles as affecting right to, 104 
purchaser’s right to use firm name, 104 

right of deceased partner’s estate to share in proceeds of, 101, 107 
partner entitled by contract to, 83 
rights of vendor and purchaser of, 106, 106 
Toluation of, 106 

when injunction will be granted to protect, 83 

passing without express mention, 10(>, 107 
gross receipts, theatre, of a, partnership not arising from, 8 

returns, partnership may not arise from the sharing of, 7, 8 
guarantee, effect when signed by one partner only, 32 

extent of partner’s power to give, to or for the firm, 26 
holding ont, enforcement of liability against persons, 16, IG 
liability of persona in respect of, 13, 14 
prospective partner on, 37 

illegal adventure, right to recover amount paid for shares in, 68 
association, winding-up nnder the Companies Acts, 18 
partnership, association for banking business, when an, 16 
dissolution where firm becomes an, 87 
effect of, 17 

transaction, relief on cesser of, 18 

implied agreement, for continuation of partnership, bow evidenced. 23 
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PAlltNBRSdiP— cowWBiwrf. .. 

implied authority of partners, extent of, 25 — 30 
incapacity, dissolution on nounds of permanent, 92 
income, receipt out of profits, as evidence of parfnership, # 
incoming partner, how far bound by terms of partnersnip, 62 
incompetence, no ground for refusing return of premium, 96 
indemnity, right lost by laches, 61 

of individual partners to, 60 
infant, contract of partnership made by, effect of, 19, 20 
injunction, at whose instance will be granted, 80 

carrying on of similar business restrained by, 83 
exclusion of partner restrained by, 80 
granted pending dissolution, 80 

interlocutory, facts necessary to obtain grant of, 80 

lunatic partner restrained by, 82 

nature of matter for which granted, 80, 81 

not granted when matter outside partnership relationship, 81 

partner restrained as to new partnership by, 80 

pro'tection of goodwill by, 83 

publication of news by partners in rival newspaper restrained by, 81 
trader carrying on business to suggest a partnership restrained by^ 
81 

when court will grant, 80 
wrongful dealing with assets restrained by, 82 
Innocent partner, liability for fraud of other partner, 31 

partners, relief on cesser of illegal transaction granted to, 13 
inquiry, as to lunatic partner, when ordered, 91 
ini^ity as ground for dissolution, 90, 91 

who may apply for relief on grounds of, 91 
inspection, partnership books, of, rights as to, 65, 66 
interest, allowance where delivery of account delayed, 61, 65 
as between partners, when allowed, 63, 61, 65 
rate to which partner making advance is entitled, 60 
investment, no part of business of solicitors or bankers to receive money for 
general, 81 

Joint adventure, relationship of persons interested in, 6, 7 

liability, effect of unsatisfied judgment against one partner in action to 
enforce, 46 
partners, of, 34, 85 

ownership, none where purchase separate and division of profit rate- 
able, 9, 10 

property, conversion into separate, 67 
Judge in lunacy, powers as to dissolution, 89 

judgment, charging order on partner’s share as giving effect to, 55 

creditor, appointment of receiver as Meeting right of execution, 79 
enforcement against partnership property, 46 
lust and equitable, question as to when cause for dissolution may be, 01 
labour, contribution by third party as effecting partnership, 6 
laches, as a bar to order for account, 72 
claim to profits lost by, 63 

share of profits may be lost by, 63 
right to indemnity lost by, 61 
when interest of partner not divested by, 63 
land, as partnership property, 63 

building, when partnership may arise from laying out, 6 
conversion as regards partnership, 56 

deemed converted into personal estate as between partners, 53 
partners in profits of, rights of, 53 

partnership arising from co-ownership of, essentials to, 6 
property by use, 63 

proceeds of sale of partnership, nature of, 102 
sale of partnership, 102 

lease, contract with partner for, effect where occupied by the firm, 32 
purchase by partners not evidence of partnership term, 23 
renewal by one partner, effect of, 48, 49 
lender, receipt of loan by share of profits by, effect of, 12, 13 
Uen, partner, of, against whom available, 61, 62 

property to which attaching, 61, 62 
right to on making advance, 61, 62 
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limited partner, bankruptcy on tlealh of, effect of, 111 
corporation may be, 108 
definition of, 108 

liability on liquidation of limited partnership, 119 
powers and Uabilities of, 110, 111 
partnership, Act authorising the formation of, 107 

application of Deeds of Arrangement Act, 18S7, to, 121 
<‘ourt having jurisdiction in binding up of, ll.'t. 111 
definitions applicable to winding up of, 113 
dissolution on winding up of, 122 
distribution of surplus assets of, 120 

duties of the ofilcial receiver as to winding up, 117, 118 

grounds for winding up. 111, 115 

liability of partners other than limit Ci1 in, 108 

liquidator of, powers and duties? of, 118 

list of contributories to, power of court as to, 120 

non-registration of, effect of, 109 

number of partners allowed in, lt‘8 

order for winding up, effect t^t, llti 

particulars to be registered in respect of, 100 

penalty on making false statement on registration of, 110 

position of member of a, 107, 108 

practice as to petition for winding up, 115, 110 

procedure whcio wound up by liquidator, 118 

registrar of, 109 

rights of limited as opposed (o general partner in, 111 
rules of law and equity applicable to, 110 
stay of proceedings in respect of, rules applicable to, 
IIG, 117 

who may present petition for winding up, 115 
winding* up as an unregistered company, 112 
on dissolution, 112 
loan, duty of lender where made to one partner, 28 
repayment by share of profits, effect of, 11, 12 
London Gazette, admissibility of notice of dissolution in, as evidence, 00 

notice as to partner becoming a “ limited ” to be advertised 
in, 100 

publication of notice of dissolution in, effect of, 90 
loss, dissolution where business carried on at a, 03 
losses, division in which to be borne by partners, (U 
order of funds from which to be paid, 103 
sharing of, presumption arising from, 9 
lunatic, date of dissolution where partner a, 91 

partner, court will restrain by injunction, 82 

dissolution in respect of, extent of prrof required, 20 
partnership entered into by, when valid, 20 

power of ludge in lunacy as to dissolution on partner liocomincr. 89 
malicious prosecution, partner’s liability to action for, as affecting firm, £2 
management, partnership business, of, rights as to, 49, 50 

surviving partner’s right to just allowances for, 50 
managing partner, duties of, 48 

limited partnership, of, position of, 108 
remuneration of, 50 

married woman, right to effect a contract of partnership, 20, 21 
medical practice, receipt of lump sum and share of first year’s profit by 
vendor of, effect of, 11 

practitioners, ground for dissolution between, 92 
mercantile partnerships, implied authority of partners of, 2G, 27 
misappropriation, liability of firm for partner’s, 30 

solicitor’s innocent partner in respect of, 33, 81 
misconduct, as affecting right to dissolution, 93 

effect on liability of partners for costs, 70 
right to return of premium forfeited by, 94, 93 
misrepresentation, as ground for rescission, 69 

liability of firm for partner’s, 81 

person induced to be a partner by, 70 
mode of dealing, as evidence of partnership, 23 
mortgage, deceased partner in favour of firm, by, how enforced, 68 
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mortgagee, partner’s share, of, rights to which sabiect, 67, 68 
name of firm, sale of business as affecting use of, 104, 105, 106 
use after dissolution restrained, 83 

names and addresses, members of firm, of, power of court as to furnishing, 40 
negotiable instruments, implied authority of partner as to, 26, 27 
new partner, admission of, 50 

newspaper, publication of news by partners in rival, restrained, 81 
nomination* partner by, rights and auties of, 51, 52 
notice, as determining date of dissolution, 85 

of dissolution as affecting retired partner’s liability, 38 
consent necessary to withdrawal of, fc, 80 
facts from which inferred, 96 
partner’s right to give public, 96 
publication in London Gazette, effect of, 90 
what will amount to, 96, 97 

partner’s death, of, not necessary to terminate liability for debts con- 
tracted after death, 86, 87 

transactions by one partner, in, when necessary to bind firm, 31 
unauthorised transaction, of, effect of, 33, 34 
option, of partnership, liability not attaching until exercise of, 37 

of person having, 61, 52 

outgoing partner, of, on leaving share in business, 99 
official receiver, duties as to winding up of limited partnerships, 117, 118 
parol evidence, partnership established by, 22 

variation of articles, of, requirements as to, 23 
part performance, as evidence of partnership, 22 
partner, act of one, when not binding on the firm, 32, 33 

advance for purposes of firm made by, rights as to, CO 

amount of shares of, rule as to, 57 

assignment of share by, right as to, 57 

bidding by a, power of the court to allow, 102, 103 

binding of firm by act of, 82 

court will restrain competition with firm by, 48 

death of, as effecting dissolution, 86 

deceased, right of estate of, to share on sale of business, 101, 107 
executors of, where undertaking specific, 64 
several liability of estate of, 35, 36 
delegation of powers of, consent required as to, 25 
execution not available against firm’s property on separate judgment 
against, 55 

expulsion of, powers, 88 

when invalid, 88 

how far bound by his account, 73 
implied authority of, extent of, 25 — 30 
incoming, terms to which subject, 52 
injunction to restrain, when will be granted, 80, 81 
innocent, liability for fraud of other partners, 31 
liability for breach of trust by co-partncr, extent of^ lOQ, 101 
costs of an account, 76 
losses, extent of, 64 
of, duration of, 36 — 38 
, firm for wrongful act of, 30 — 33 
* when fixed, 45 
to contribution, extent of, 60, 61 
lien of, on making advance, 61, 62 
limitation of diligence required from, 50 
duty of, 49 

limited, see limited partner. 

Dianaging, duties of, 48 

implied authority to defend action, 29 
remuneration of, 50 
nature of share of, 55 

outgoing, share of, how ascertained, 09, 100 

power to bind firm, 24 

purchase of share by, rights as to, 48 

when set aside, 70 
remuneratitm as receiver. 79 
representation of| in action for dissolntion, 66, 67 
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|wr liter, right as to an account, 66, 74 

application oi assets, 61, 62 
appointment of a receiver, 77, 78 
' on production of books containing private matter, 45 

rescission of contract for fraud, 69 
to sign for firm, extent of, 26 

sue strangers in firm name, 89, 40 
sleeping, extent to which bound, 24, 25 
surviving, allowance to, on winding-up. 60 

remuneration of, before division of profits, 99 

right of retainer when executor of deceased partner. 

76 ’ 

to just allowances for management, 60 
writ of attachment not available against, 70 
partner’s lien, against whom available, 63 
partners, authority of, after dissolution, 97, 98 

ratio of liability in respect of losses, 103 
Tolationship between, 4 

Partnership Act, 1890, variation of rights and duties of parties under, 22, 23 
partnership uclion, persons not necessary parties to, 67, 08 
production of books in, 66 
representation of parties, 67 
admission of nominee into, 61, 52 
agreement, when liability attaches in respect of, 37 
arising from the sharing of profits, 8, 9 
at wiU, when premium returnable in respect of, 96 
books, access to, 50 

business, no power in majority of j>artucjs to change nature of, 
49 

continuation of, how evidenced, 21 
when presumed, 24 

creation of, 16 
definition of, 3, 4 
determination of indefinite, 24 

dissolution when lunatic member of, pi oof required, 20 
duration of, 23, 24 

fiduciary relationship of meinbors of, 47 
formation and terms of, how evidenced, 21, 22 
illegal, instances of, 16, 17 

illegality of, where business formed for illegal purpose, 10 
management of business of, rights as to, 49, 50 
name, use after dissolution, when restrained, 83 
names and addresses of members, order to furnish, 40 
nature of, 4 

personal capacity as aficcting, 39 — 21 
presumption arising from represent atiou, 13, 14 

in respect of persons holding out, 13, 14 
property, execution not available on separate judgment against 
partner, 56 

of what it consists, 52 
purposes for which may be used, 52 
transfer as between partners, cfiPect of, 53 
rights of majority or minority of members of, 49 
shares of, presumption as to division of, 55 
strangers to, when entitled to an account, 74 
patent, when injunction granted in respect of, 81 

working of a. by patentee and capitalist, effect of, 7 
payment into court or partnership moneys, when ordered, 75, 76 
penalty, making false statement on registration of limited partnersliip, 110 
personal representative, as necessary party to proceedings for dissolution, 67 
right of creditors to sue, 45 

to an account, 65, 68, 74 

sale of deceased partner’s share by, effect of, 54 
petition for winding up limited partnership, practice as to, 115, 116 

who may present, 116 

power of attorney, power of partner under, 29 
pre*exemption, enforcement of rights under power of, 58 
amount returnable, 95 
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premium, considerations upon whicb the court acts in ordering a return of« 
94, 96 

power of the court to order return of, 94, 95 
principle upon which return ordered, 94 
rule as to return of, when not applicable, 94, 95 
time at which question as to return should be dealt with, 96 
when returnable in respect of partnership at will, 96 
prirate benefit, partner may not derive, in conduct of firm's business, 48 
proceedings, by or against partners, how may be brought, 88, 89 
profits, absence of prospect of, as cause for dissolution, 93, 94 
account of, when action will not lie for, 17 
claim to snare of, how lost, 63 
distribution, after dissolution, 99 
division of, 62, 63 

presumption as to, 62, 63 
liability of partner to account for individual, 47 

to account when made after dissolution, 63 
meaning of, 62 

receipt by vendor of business of share of, effect of, 11, 13 
remuneration of surviving partner before division of, 99 
rights of outgoing partner where made after dissolution, 09 
to claim share of, when lost, 63 
when made after dissolution, 63 
share of, after dissolution, how ascertained, 100 
sharing, as constituting partnership, test of, 8 — JO 
where regarded as capital, 64 

promise to pay, effect where made by one partner as to firm's debt, 83 
property, partnership, effect of transfer of, 53 

enforcement of judgment against, 46 
power of individual partner to pledge, 27 
purposes for which may be used, 62 
purchase with partnership money, presumption as to, 52. 63 
public policy, illegality of business formed for purpose contrary to, 10 
publication, partner, by, when restrained, 84 
title of, as part of the assets, 103 
trade secret, of, restrained by injunction, 82 
purchaser, goodwill, of, rights of, 104, 105 

partner’s share, of, rights and liabilities of, 57, 58 
racehorse, co-owners of, not necessarily partners, 6, 8 
ratification, act of one partner by firm, of, effect of, 34 

receiver, appointment of, as affecting partner’s right to deal with assets, 27 
form of order for, 78 
grounds for, 77, 78 
3 urisdiction of the court as to, 77 
when charging order made, 69 • 

Interference with, a contempt of court, 79 
limitation of managership of, 79 
remuneration when a partner, 79 
rights as to carrying on a similar businos, 79 
when court will not appoint a, 77, 78 
registrar, limited partnership, of, duties of, 110 
registration, limited partncrshiii, of, particulars required on, 109 

penalty in default of, 109 

on makiug false statements on. 
110 

release, cause of action, of, partner's power as to, 28, 29 
partner, of, not under seal, effect of, 28 
religious society, partnership not existing in respect of, 4 
remuneration, managing partner, of, 50 
renewal of lease, by one or more partners, effect of, 48, 49 
rent, share of profits as, effect of, 8 
representation, partnership arising from, 13, 14 
rescission, partnership agreement, of, fraud as ground for, 69 

rights of partner on, 69 

residue, disposal of, on appllcaticm of assets, 104 

restraint from anticipation, married woman’s contracts affected by, 21 
rests, when executor or trustee partner may be charged with, 101 
retainer, right in surviving partner as executor of deceased partner, 75 
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retired partner, extent of liability of, 37 

use of ** & Co.*’ by £Lim as alTcoling, IS 
when liable for subsequent debts, 38 

not liable for price of goods ordered by himself, 33 
right of survivorship, application to partnership property, 55, 66 

partnership property, in, not recognised in equity, 65, 53 
salary of office, profits not to include a partner’s, 63 
sale, book debts should be sold with the busines<^, 103 

effect where carried out under order of the court, li>2, 103 
executors, by, of deceased partner's share to surviving partiii'rs, when 
set aside, 70 

loss on, when partner may be liable for, 103 
partner’s right to bid at, 103 

principles upon which the eouit ads in ordeiing a, 102, 103 
provisions obviating a, when binding on ]>aitueis, lOl 
rights of partner as to, 102, 103 
when the court may order a, 102 
Scotland, nature of partnership firm in, 5 

secret profit, rights of partners where member makes a, 65, 60 - 

security, surviving partner’s right to give, 08 

servant, remuneration by shares of profits, effect of, 10, 11 

set-off, none of separate debt of one partner again-^t debt owing to firm, 41 

settled accounts, where re-opened, 72, 73 

several liability, action to enforce, 45 

when attaching to partners, 31, 35 
shaie of profits, partnership not necc5ssarily arising from, 0 
right to claim, when may be lost, 63 

vendor or lender receiving pavmcnt by, lights and liabilities 
of, 12, 13 

wages calculated upon, effect of, 10, U 


partner's, nature of, 65 

right to assign, 57 
sale of, when may be sot aside, 70 
shares, partners’, presumption as to division ol, 55 
rule as to amount of, 57 

purchase by partner, when advertising not restrained in respect of, 84 

set aside, 58, 59 

recovery of amount paid for, where adventure Jllegal, 68 
shailng groes returns, partnership may not arise from, 7, 8 
losses, presumption arising from, 9 
profits as constituting partnership, test of, 9, 10 
when constituting a partnership, 8, 9 
ship, joint owners of, when not partnership, 7, 8 

similar business, when retiring partner restrained from carrying on, 83 
single adventure, extent of partnership term of, 24 
skill, contribution by third party may effect a partnersbip, 6 
sleeping partner, extent to which bound, 24, 25 

society, incorporated voluntary disbursement of pioceeda of land of, taken 
for public purposes, 56 

solicitation of old customers, restrained, 83, 8t 
solicitors, grounds for dissolution between, 92 
illegalities in partnerships by, 17 

joint and several liability of partners in firm of, ^ 

liability of innocent members of firm ot, for paitners fraud, 3i 
no implied authority in, to sign negotiable instruments, 26 
receipt of money for investment by, effect of, 31 
Statutes of Limitation, part-payment by partner as affecting running or, 23 

paymente after dissolution not affecting running of, 98 
sUy of proceedings, arbitration more suitable than action for dissolution, 90 
as to limited partnership, rules applicable, 110, 11< 
sub-partnershipy presumption as to term of, 23, 51, 68 ^ oo o* 

surety, new agreement for partnership as affecting one partner s, -3, • l 
surviving partner, allowance to on winding up, 60 

duty as to payment of firms debts, 66 

extent to which a trustee, 66 , ^ 

use of firm name by, effect on deceased partners estate, la 

tenant! In common of a colliery, partnership arising from, 0 

theatre, sharing of gross receipts by owner and occuiiier of, effect o., # 
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third party, contribntion of skill and labour by, parinerstiip arising from* 6 
liability of firm for partner*s wrongful act to, SO 
partners to, nature of, S4, 85 
partnership arising from representation by, 14, 15 
relation between partners and, 21 
time, dissolution effected by effluxion of. 86 
tort, liability of infant partner for, 19, 20 
trade marks, passing of, on sale of business, 106, 107 
secret, restraint of publication of, 82 
trespass, when partner not liable for co-parther’s, 32 
trust fund, association for management of, l^ality of, 18 

liability where received by partner as qud trustee, 81 
property, liability of partners in respect of, 31 
trustee, extent to which surviving partner a, 66 

improper loan to firm by, effect on liability of partners, 35 
in bankruptcy of partner, right to an account, 74 
liability of partners of a, 35 

on lending moneys of deceased partner’s estate to surviving 
partners, 100, 101 

trustees, no partnership exists as between, 4, 5 
undertaking, joint and several liability of partners on an, 85 

retiring partner not to complete, by, enforcement of, 84 
underwriting, action in respect of, when will not lie, 17 
unregistered partnership, when becoming illegal, 16 

unsatisfied judgment, against one partner, effect on action to enforce joint 
liability of partners, 46 

vendor, goodwill, of, when similar businc'?a may be carried on by, 105 
payment by share of profits to, effect of bankruptcy, 13* 
receipt of share of profits by, effect of, 11, 13 
winding up, limited partnership, of, as an unregistered company, 112, 113 

court having jurisdiction in, 113, 114 
definitions applicable to, 113 
duties of the official receiver as to, 117, 
138 

effect of order for, 116 

on invalid transactions, 121 
grounds for, 114, 116 
on dissolution, 112 
practice as to petition for, 115, 116 
rules applicable to, 112, 113 
who may present petition for, 115 
partnership business, of, 97 — 107 

continuation of business for purposes of, 
effect of, 97, 98 

writ, action for dissolution commenced by, 89 

of attachment, not available against partner disobeying order for pay- 
ment into court, 76 

service of, in action against firm, 42, 43 
substituted service against firm, when may be ordered, 43 
writing, variation of partnership agreement in, by consent, 22, 23 
where partnership agreement must be in, 21, 22 
wrongful act, liability of firm for partner’s, 30 — 33 ^ 


PATENTS AND INVENTIONS, 

abroad, foreigner resident, as grantee, 133 

Invention communicated from, effect of, 132 
revocation of patent where mainly worked, 208, 209 
test as to validity where invention imported from, 133 
account of profits, licensor’s right to an, on suing for royalties, 106 
plaintiff’s right to, on proof of infringement, 223 
accounts, production on application for extension of term of patent, 
204 

action for infringement, facts necessary to be proved in, 212 
how commenced, 215, 216 
parties to, 214 
i>roceedingB at trial, 221, 223 

additional invention, grant where complete specification contains, 159 
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address for senioe, alteratioii of patentee's, notification of, 180 
. ^ , applicant nmst file, 163 

Admiralty, certificate of secrecy by, effect of, 189 

power as to acquisition of patents, 188, 189 
adrertisement, acceptance of specification, of, 17i 

intention to apply for extension of term of patent, 199, 200 
agent, sea patent agent. 

a^ieved person, who may be by error in register, 180 
alien enemy, incapacity of, to become grantee of patent, 130 
ambiguity, claim is bad for, 163 

amcadmeni, specification, of, after examiner's report, time for, 166 

at instance of applicant or patentee, 170 — 173 
Comptroller, 170 
leave of court, by, 173, 174 
power of Comptroller to require, 108 
a’here none allowed, 172, 173 
anticipation, patent, of, when not a bar, 167 

report of examiner os to, effect of, 166 
appeal from decision of Comptroller, method of, 178 

procedure, 169, 170 
when lying, 169 

none as to grant of certificate of validity, 224, 22.'> 

from decision of court as to extension of term, 205 
revocation of patent by Comptroller, against, 208 
mainly worked abroad, 210 
stay of proceedings may be granted pending, 227 
applicant, amendment of specifications at instance of, 170 — 173 
attendance before Comptroller, 168 
instructions for, how obtained, 152, 153 
right to be beard by Comptroller, 167 
application, extension of term of patent, for, 199, 200 
patent, for, documents to accompany, 154 
examination of, 165 
fees on, 154 

hearing of case where oi>i> 0 '>ccl, 177, 178 
may be joint or several, 152, 153 
nature of declaration to accompany, 131 
where to be made, 153, 154 
who may make, 152 

of addition, for, procedure on, 205, 20(5 
protection, for, of foreign or colonial invention, 229 
restoration of lapsed patent, for, procedure, 182, 183 
revocation of patent, for, mainly woiked abroad, 209 

art, nature of, as evidence of invantion, 136 
process as an, for purposes of patent, 137 
“art,” use of word as equivalent to “manufacture.” 131 
assignee, registration essential to action by, 214, 215 
rights as to protection of patent, 187 
with notice, position of,, 185, 186 
assignment, licence, of, 195 

patent, of, clauses and covenants in, effect of, 181, 185 
for improvements in war inaleiiul, 188, 189 
form and nature of subjcct-mattcr of, 183. 18 1 
registration of- 18G 

share of patent, of, usual covenants inserted in, 18S 

profits in patent as effecting a partiicr4*liji>, 183 
assignor, estoppel from denying validity, 218, 219 
authorbbip, invention compared with, 127 
bankruptcy of patentee, effect of, 189, 190 
bargain, patent in the nature of a, 131 

Hoard of Trade, certificate of, as protection on exhibiting, H4. 1 15 
compulsory licence, evidence in support of, 198 

petition for grant of, 197, 198 
proceedings as to, before, 197, 108 

certificate. Board of Trade, of, as protection on exhibiting invention, 144, 145 
Comptroller, of, as evidence, 169 

Secretary for War or Admiralty, of, as to secrecy, effect of, 189 
yaJUdity, of, effect of, 225 
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certificate, validity, of, power of the court as to, 22-1:, 225 
chemical equivalents, substitution of as amounting to infringement, 214 
process, nature of to be subject of patent, 139 
chose in action, nature of patent rights as a, 141 
patentee's right as a, 127 

claim, ambit of invention must bo circumscribed by definite, 161, 162 

distinguishment of things old and new not necessary to, 162, 163 
limitation of, as affecting the validity of the patent 162 
meaning of, as to inventions, 162 
must not be ambiguous, 163 
claims result arrived at on construction of, 164 
clerical error, Comptroller may correct, 168 
colonial invention, protection of, 229 

colonies, affected by arrangements for mutual protection of inventions, 220 
combination, inventive faculty must be cause of invented, 139 
parts, of, infringement by, 214 
commercial utility, as evidence of invention, 135, 136 
common law, monopoly not always valid at, 128 
company, dissolution of a, vesting of patent on, 190 
complete specification, essentials of, 169, 160 
function of, 159 
lodgment and effect of, 168, 159 

Comptroller, advice of law officers of the Crown may be taken by, 168 
amendment of specifications at instance of, 170 
appeal against order for revocation of patent uorked abroad, 210 
from decision of, to law officer, 178 
when lying, 169 

attendance of applicant before, lb8 
correction of register by, 180 
decision of, notification of, 168 

on application to amend specification, effect of, 173 
duty and power as to examiner’s report, 166, 166 

as to extension of time for lodging specification, 168 
hearing applicant, 167 
may dispense with evidence, 169 
notice of hearing by, to be given to applicant, 168 
powers of, 168, 169 
1 evocation by, application for, 207 

nature of order for, 208 

where mainly worked abroad, 208, 209 

who may apply for, 206 

right to appear at hearing of application to extend term, 202 
Coraptroller-Oeneral, appointment and salary of, 153 
compulsory licence, grant on grounds of public policy, 197 

petition to Board of Trade for grant of, 197 
proceedings before Board of Trade as to grant of, 197, 198 
conditions, insertion of, prohibiting user, illegality of, 193 
consideration, for grant of patent, nature of, 131 
construction, invention, of, rule as to, 163, 164 

Bpecification, of, mode of, 164, 165 

must be as a whole, 161 

contract for sale of patent, prohibitive conditions of u^er in, illegal, 193 
co-owners, assigned share, of, rights of, 188 
rights of, 187 

copies, entry in register, of, 181 
corporation, cannot be an inventor, 130 
costs, action for infringement, in, 225, 226 

liability of directors of limited company in patent action for, 226 
counsel, number allowed in patent action, 226 

counterclaim, revocation of patent for, when defendant entitled to, 219, 225 
covenants, assignment of share of patent, on, 188 
licensor of patent, by, 192, 193 
usual on assignment of patent, 181, 185 
warranty and validity of patent, for, nature of, 185 
Crown, as grantee of privil^e of monopoly, 129, 130 

exception as to exhibition of invention may be made by the, 116 
importer alone dealt with as grantee by the, 133 
position 08 licensed, 192 
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Crown, i^ht to objoct to title of applicant, 155 
rights as to user of patent, 211 

patent in the, when happening, 190 
damages, inquiry as to, duty of defendan^^3 ^ 

me^ure of, in action for infringement, 223 
P to, on proof of infringement, 223 

innocent infringer from pavment of, 223 
date of patent, provision as to, 179 
d^th of pa^tee, devolution of patent on, 100 
n^larant, attendance for cross-examination, power to order, 169 
declaration, accompanying application for patent, nature of, 131 
necessity for on application, 163 

supporting ^d opposing amendment of specifications, 171, 173 
to the public, of, what will amount to, 114 
deed, licence should be granted by, 192 

action for infringement, in, procedure on, 223 
defective title, may be cured by specification, 166 
objection to, 166 

action for infringement, to, pleas open to defendant, 217, 218 
defendant, action for infringement, to, who may be, 215 
description, invention, of, essentials to, 159. 160 

inventor must particularise in his, 160, 161 
misleading, effect of, 160 

necessity for experiments shown by, effect of, 160 
devolution of patent, on death of patentee, 190 
directors, limited company, of, personal liability for costs, 226 
discovery, as an essential characteristic of invention, 131, 136 
grant of patent as reward for disclosure of, 131 
order for in respect of examiner’s report, when made, 167 
patent action, in, rules applicable to, 220, 221 
documents, accompanying application for patent, to, 161 

protection of foreign or colonial inven- 
tions, 228 

request for amendment of specifications, 171 
drawings, accompanying appUcation, regulations as to, 161 
error, clerical. Comptroller may correct, 168 
estoppel, application of dcotrine to assignor of patent, 219 

licensee of patent, 319 
defence of must be specially^ pleaded, 219 
licensee, of, during continuance of licence, 191 
evidence, action for infringement, in, how given, 223 

where want of novelty or sulijcct-mallrr 
, pleaded, 222 

Applicant before Comptroller, by, how given, 168 
application for interlocutory injunction, in, how given, 220 
certificate under hand of Comptroller as, 169 
Comptroller may dispense with, 169 
existence of invention, as to, nature of, 136, 133 
invention, of, nature of the art as, 136 
register as, l8l 

supporting opposition to, grant, or application for, 177 
petition for compulsory licence, 197, 198 
revocation of patent mainJv worked abroad, 208, 209 
examiner, duty as to application for patent, 166*, 166 
reference of specification to, 168 
report of, amendment of specification on, 165 
duty of Comptroller on, 166, 166 
exhibition, avoidance of patent by, 144, 145 

industrial or international exhibitions, at, 141, 145 
limitation of time for application for patent after permitted, 1 15 
experiment, abandonment as evidence of unsuccessful, 146 ' 

description showing necessity for, effect of, 160 
distinction between use for profit and, 144 
use of invention by way of, no bar to patent, 146 
extensicA, term of patent, of, application for, 199, 200 

grounds upon which granted, 202, 203 
false claim, patent rights, of, offence of, 231 
entry, offence of, 231 
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feeSf application tox patent, on, 15^ 

renewal, effect of non-payment, 181 

scale and payment of, 181, 182 
foreign invention, protection of, 229 

States, affected by arrangements for protection of inventions, 228 
foreigner, as grantee when resident abroad, 133 
fraud, as ground for revocation of patent. 206, 207 
invalidity of patent obtained by, 130, 131 
grant of patent, effect of, 158, 169 
essentials of, 129 
opposition t^ 175 
procedure on making the, 178, 179 
validity of, 179 

grantee, as true and first importer, test as to validity of claim, 133, 134 
capacity and incapacity to become, 129, 130 
foreigner resident abroad as, 133 
must be the true and first inventor, ISO, 131 
hearing, application for patent before Oomptroller, 167, IGS 

when opposed, 177, 178 
identity, no infringement without, 213, 214 

thing used with, of, invention, as test of prior use, 145 
importation, infringement may arise from, 211 
imported invention, must be from without the realm, 133 
test of validity of, 133 

grant for, 133 

importer, position as grantee, 133, 134 

in relation to third party, 133 
true and first inventor as true and first, 132, 133 
improvement, existing patent, on, right to patent, 138 

master^s right to servant’s supplemental, 132 
indorsement of writ, action for infringement, in, 216 
infant, right to apply for letters patent, 129 
information, combination of sources of, 150 
infringement, action for, how commenc^, 216, 216 

proceedings at trial of, 221, 222 
by combination of parts, 214 
duty of licensee suing as to, 19 i 
facts necessary to be proved in action for, 212 
liability of vendor of Patented article for, 212 
none where patent invalid, 211 
without identity, 213, 214 

novelty, of patented, what will amount to, 212, 213 
part of patented invention, by taking, 213 
parties to action for, 214, 215 
proceedings for, 217 

substitution of chemical equivalents amounting to, 214 
user amounting to, extent of, 211, 212 
what constitutes, 210, 211 
infringer, intention of, immaterial, 211 
infringing articles, destruction or delivery up of, 221 
injunction, restraint of threats of proceedings by, 227 

when granted in action for infringement, 224 
inspection, order for, in action for infringement, 221 
register, of, provision for, 181 
insufficiency, want of utility supporting plea of, 151, 152 

interlocutory injunction, delay in application as affecting rights to, 219, 220 
evidence on application for, bow given, 220 
in respect of infringement, how obtained, 2X9, 220 
international agreements, effect of, 134 

patent, procedure as to, 227, 228 
interrogatories, patent action, in, rules applicable to, 220, 221 
invalidity, pleas of, nature of, 151 
invention, a property only by virtue of monopoly, 127 

acquisition by Secretary for War or Admiralty, 188, 189 
additional, effect of grant of patent as to, 159 

in complete specincation, effect of, 158 
ambit of, must be circumscribed by definite claims, 162 
certificate of Board of Trade as a protection on exhibiting, 144, 145 
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inTenlion, claims in respect of, how set out, IGl — tC3 
colonial, protection of, 227, 228 
communicated from abroad, liiTeet of, 132, 1.33 
compared with authorship, 127 
dedication to the public by sale, 144 
d^ription of, essentials to, 159, 160 

distinction between purpose of subject-matter and purpose oF^ 1G3 
enforcement of right of master in respoct of, 132 
essential characteristics of, 13t, 135 
existence of, evidence admissible as to, 135, 136 
question as to, one of fact, 136 
foreign, protection of, 227 

grant of patent of addition as afPecling, 200 

grounds of opposition to grant of patent for, 175 — 177 

invalidity of patent when against ]>iiblie policy, 152 

nature of the art as evidence of, 130 

new and old principle may be applied to valid, 137 

novelty of, as an essential, 141, 142 

patentee must particularise the naiuie of, 161, 1C2 

provisional protection of, 156 

public user by exposure, 142 

right to, as between master and servant. 131, 132 
substantive, by servant, properly in, 132 
title to, provisions relating to, 151, 155 
use by way of experiment not a bar to patent, 1 16 
utility of, as affecting validity of patent, 150, 161 
inventions, classiheation and differentiation between, 139 
inventive faculties, combination must be result of exercising, 139 

exercise necessary to validity of indention, 135, 13 1 
inventor, as grantee, must be the ** true and first,’’ 130 
dennition of, 130 

duty as to description of invention on filing specifications, 159— 101 
improvement on patent, of, rights of, 138 
inability of corporation to be an, 130 

publication witnout knowledge or consent of, effect of, 117 
rediscoverer of lost art as the first and true, 131 
when a “ true ” inventor, 130 

investigation, right of applicant to be heard before Comptroller after, 167 
specification, of, by examiner, 105, 166 
jurisdiction, action for infringement, in, courts having, 215 
knowledge, nature of, conveyed to public mind, importance of, 148, 149 
prior publication as means of, the public acquiring, 146 
public access to, what may be, 146 
by, as a bar, 142 

inference as to opportunity taken to obtain, 147 
quantum imparted, when sufficient, 149 
question of extent furnished by prior publication, 148 
lapsed patent, restoration of,^ procedure on, 182, 183 
layr officer, appeal from decision of Comptroller to, 178 

lease of patent, illegality of insertion of prohibited conditions as to user in, 
193 

legal proceedings, restraint of threatened, 227 
letters patent, •ee patent, 
licence, assignment of, 195 ^ 

determination of, 196 

estoppel of licensee during centlnuanro of, 191 
ill^ality of insertion of prohibited conditions in, 193 
may be revocable, 196 

work patent, to, formalities on granting, 192, 198 

nature of, which may be granted, 191 
who may grant, 190, 191 

licensee, application of doctrine of estoppel to, 219 
position of Crown as, 192 
rights and obligations of, 194 

limitation of time, application for patent, for, after permitted exhibition, 

lirn^^ company, personal liability of directors of, for costs in patent action, 

226 
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lost art, redisooverer of, as a first and true inTentor, 131 
rediscovery of, right to patent on, 145 
lunatic, right to apply for letters patent, 129 
manufacture, definition of, 184 

product of, as subject of a patent, 140, 141 
married uroman, right to apply for letters patent, 129 
master, assistance to, by servant, effect of, 132 
enforcement of right of, 132 

right to benefit of servant’s invention, extent of, 131, 132 
servant as trustee of patent for, 132 

supplemental improvements by servant as property of, 132 
merit, importance of, as ground for extension of term of patent, 203 
model, exhibition of, no sufficient user, 146 
monopoly, as affected by the Statute of Monopolies, 128 
definition of, 128 

invention a property by virtue of, 127 
not always valid at common law, 128 
morality, invention contrary to law or, right of CJomptroller as to, 103 
munitions of war, assignment of patent for improvement in, 188^ 189 
new art, as an essential characteristic, 134, 135 

nature of principle not of itself a, 136, 137 
purpose, application of old contrivance to, as an invention, 140 
notice, acceptance of specification, of, 174 

applicant, to, as to hearing before Comptroller, 1G8 
assignee with, position of, 185 
opposition, of, to amendment of specificatiorm, 171 
extension of term of patent, 201 
grant of patent, 175 
restoration of lapsed patent, 182 
novelty, as essential to validity of patent, 141, 142 
the real test, not utility, 151 
infringement of patented, what will amount to, 212, 213 
want of, as plea in defence to action for infringement, 218 
offences in connection with the granting of patents, 231 
opposition, amendment of specifications, to, declaration in support of, 171 
extension of term of patent, to, notice of, 201 
grant, to, evidence supporting, 177 
grounds of, 175, 177 
hearing of case on, 177, 178 
who may make, 175 

restoration of lapsed patent, to, 182, 183 
order, extension of term of patent, for, nature of, 204 
restoration of lapsed patent, for, 182, 183 

prcKtection of interim users, 183 

revocoytion of patent mainly worked abroad, for, nature of, 209, 210 

variation of, 210 

partnership, assignment of share of profits of a patent may create, 183 
patent, in a, effect of, 188 
parts, infringement by combination of, 214 
patent agent, duties of, 230, 231 

nature of employment of, powers, 230 
qualification for registration, 229 
who may act as, 229 

not act as, 230 

•• patent agent,” use of words as an offence, 231 
patent agents, register of, contents of, 229 

appointment and duties of, 239 
assignment of, clauses and covenants in, effect of, 181, 183 
form and nature of subject-matter of, 183 
share of, usual covenants in, 188 
avoidance by exhibition, 144, 145 
capacity to obtain, 129 
date of, provision as to, 179 

grant of, as reward for disclosure of discovery, 131 
effect of, 158, 159 
essentials of the, 129 

Improvement on, right of inventor as to, 138 
Iticapacity to obtain, 129, 130 
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patent, infringement of, what constitutes, 210, 211 

invalidity where invention against public policy, IbP 
obtained by fraud, ISO 
lapsed, restoration of, proc^ure on, 182, 183 
lost or destroyed, power of Comptroller as to. 172 
maintenance of, 181 
meaning of, 127 
nature of, as a bargain, 131 

consideration for grant of, 131 
public user as affecting right to, 142, 143 
new and old principle may afford good sul>jcct-matter for, 137 
novelty as essential to validity of, 141 
of addition, application for, procedure on, 205, 20d 
dcnnition of, 205 
effect of grant of, 138, 206 

office library, publication by being placed in the, 146, 147 
situation and control of, 152, 153 
opposition to giant of, who may make, 175 
grounds of, 375 — 177 

privilege granted by, under the Statute of Monopolies, 123 
process may be an art for purposes of, 137 
protection of, rights of assignee as to, 187 
public knowledge as affecting validity, H2 
servant as trustee of master’s, 132 
subject-matter of a, 134 — 141 
renewal fees on, effect of non-payment, 181 
right, nature of, as a chose in aeiion, 141 
rights of co-owners of, 187 
term of, ses term of patent, 
validity of grant of, 179 
test of, 131 

who may apply for a, 129 
** patent office,** use of words as an offence, 231 
patentee, amendment of specifications at instance of, 170 — 173 
bankruptcy of, OTect of, 189, 190 
death of, devolution of patent on, 190 
intestacy of, vesting of patent on, 190 
right conferred by Tetters patent on, nature of, 127 
patents, register of entries made in, 179, 180 
petition, compulsory licence, for, evidence to support, 197, 133 

grounds of, 197 

order of the court as to, effect of, lOS 
powers of Board of Tradr* on liearing, 193 
court on hearing, 198 

reference from Board of Trade to court, 198 


extension of term of patent, for, 199, 200 
revocation of a patent, for, who may present, 20o 
plaintiff, action for infringement, in, who may be, 214 
pleadings, acUon for infringement, in, 216 — ..19 ^ 

principle, new and old, as good subject-matter for patent, 137 
proceedings, infringement, for, 210 — 227 
process, an art for purposes of a patent, 137 

^ selection of one out of a class as subject for patent, 1.^9 

product of manufacture, as subject of a patent, 14(/, 141 

Srofit, consideration of, on application for extension of term of patent, -')* 
distinction between experiments and use tor, ni 
provisional proti-ction, when given to applicant, l.>0 

spccificalion, considerations in preparing, 157 

description of invention in, nature of, 150, 1..^ 
discrepancy between complete and, 158 
function and object of, 155, 156 
public, invention Known to, at time of grant, efftot of, 131 
knowledge in the, by piior publication, 110 

^ inference as to opportunity taken to obtain, 147 

invention, of, as a bar, 142 « i. r iia i.in 

nature imparted by prior publication, effect of, 148, llSf 

quantum imparted, 149 in-T 

policy, grant of compulsory licence on ground of, iv7 
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public policy, inTalidlty of patent for invention which Is against, 

persons incapacitated as grantees of patents on ground of, IdO 
user, a question of fact, 142 

avoidance of patent by, 142 
extent of, to amount to a bar, 145 

identity of thii^ the subject of, with the invention, 145 
nature of, to affrot right to patent, 142, 143 
persons who may effect, 143 
public sale as amounting to, 143, 144 
publication, as to sufficiency of, 146 

foreign or colonial invention, of, effect of, 228 
intention as to, may be looked at, 147 
knowledge gained by the public by prior, 146 

obtained from prior, whether sufficient, liS 
specifications, in, effect of, 147, 148 
without knowledge or consent of inventor, effect of, 147 
purchaser, patented article, or, rights of, 212 

rectification of register by order of the court, procedure, 180, 181 
register, correction of errors by Comptroller, 180 

inspection and copies of, provision for obtaining, 181 
nature of, as evidence, 181 
patent agents, of, contents of, 229 
patents, of, entries made in, 170, 180 
rectification by order of the court, 180, 181 
registrar of patent agents, appointment and duties of, 229 
registration, assignment of patent, of, 186 

patent agents, of, qualification for, 229, 230 
relief, action for infringement, in, nature of, 223 — 225 
renewal fees, mode and time for payment of, 181, 182 
non-payment of, effect of, 181 
scale of, 181 

report, examiner’s, amendment of specification on, 166 
duty of Comptroller as to, 165, 166 
inspection of, how obtained, 1G7 
revocation, Comptroller, by, mode of application for, 207 

nature of order for, 208 
who may apply for, 207 
licence, of, rights as to, 195 
patent, of, grounds for, 206, 207 

power of the court when counterclaimed, 225 
where mainly worked abroad, 208 

healing application. 209 
nature of order, 209, 216 
who may present petition for, 206 
Itoyal Arms, grant of patent no authority for use of, 231, 232 
royalties, failure to pay, effect of, 196 

right of licensor to an account In action to recover, 196 
sale, dedication to the public by, 144 
infringement by, 212 

public, in, as amounting to public user, 143, 144 
sealing of fi^ant, time for, 178 

Secretary for War, certificate as to secrecy by, effect of, 189 
power as to acquisition of patent, 188, 189 
eervanVas trustee of patent for master, 132 

substantive invention by, property in, 132 
supplemental improvements by, as property of master, 132 
when master entitled to benefit of invention of, 131, 132 
service, address for, notification by patentee of alteration in, 180 
applicant must file address for, 153 
process in action for infringement, of, 216 
share of patent, usual covenants in assirament of, 188 
specificatltms, acceptance of, effect of, 174 

notice and advertisement of, 174 
time for, 174 

additional invention in complete, power of C!omptroller as to, 158 
amendment o^ at instance of applicant or patentee, 170 — ^178 

Comptroller, 170 
by leave of the court, 178, 174 

< 20 > 





inventions— 

•peciflcaUwM, amendment of, on report of examiner, I$« 

. . ^ when none allowed, 172 

1 conaiderationa governing, 156 

intelligible, U9, 150 

knowl^ge acquired since filing a provisional, must be 
put into, lol 

must conform with provisional. 161 
construction of, mode of, 164, 166 

must be as a whole, 164 
rule as to, 163, 164 

difference between a good and bad, 150 
discrepancy between provisional and complete, effect of. 158 
examiner must investigate previous, 165, 166 
function of, 165, 166 ’ 

insuflaciency as affecting validity of patent, 351, 152 
investigation of, lodged subsequent to application, 166 
lodgment of complete, time for, 168 
nature and quantum of knowledge imparted by 118 149 
patent anticipated by, when no bar, 167 ' 

provisional, considerations in prcpaiing, 157 
description in, 156, 157 ' 

function of, 155, 156 
object of, 166 

publication in, effect of, 147, 118 
leading of, 164 
r«ifercnce to an examiner, 168 
test of sufficiency of information imparted in, 119 
title, should commence with the, 164 
etainp, on ajssigriment of patent, nature of, 181 
statement of claim, action for infringement, in, foiin of, 216, 217 
etatute of Monopolies, effect of, 128 

meaning of terms used in the, 134 
^ ^ ^ , term of privilege granted by the, 128 

statutory declaration, when opponent to grant must file, 177 
stay of proceedings, may be granted pending appeal, 227 
term of patent, considerations of the court as to extension of, 202, 203 
duration of original grant, 198 
extension of, application for, 199, 200 
costs as to, 205 
order, for, nature of, 204 
'partial, 205 


proceedings for, paitics to, 201, 202 
refused wbei’C patent not at utility, 203 
finality of decision of the court as to, 205 
privilege, provision of the Statute of Monopolies as to, 128 
third party, position of importer in relation to, 133 
time, acceptance of amendment, for, extension of, 171 
specification, for, 174 

extension, for leaving complete specification, duty of Comptroller, 158 
filing appeal, for, against decision of Comptroller, 169, 170 
limitation of, for application for patent after permitted exUibitiou, 116 
lodgment of complete specification, 158 
scaling the grant, for, 178, 179 
title, defective, may be cur^ by specification, 356, 157 
objection to, 155 

nature of, to accompany application, 355 
right of the Crown to object to applicants, 355 
specification must commence with, 354 
vagueness of applicants, effect of, 165 
tools, new method of use not subject of a patent, 140 
** trade,** use of word, effect of, 134 

trial, action for infringement, in, proceedings at, 221, 222 
true and fiirst inventor, as including true and first importer, 132, 133 
grantee must be the, 131 

user, when amounting to an infringement, 211, 212 
utility, meaning of with reference to an invention. 150, 151 
^lea of insufficiency supported by want of, 151, 152 
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litiiit/, real test is novelty, not, 151 

use of in application to patents, 150, 151 
want of, as a plea of invalidity, 151 
▼alidity of patent, objection to, as plea in action for infringement, 2 IS 
vendor, infringement of patent^ article by, 212 
vesting order, power to make as affecting patents, 190 
war material, provisions as to invention relating to, 189 
warranty of validity, covenant for, on assignment of patent, 185 
witnesses, attendance for cross-examination, power to order, 169 


PAWNS AND PLEDGES, 

action for debt, pawnee’s rigbt to recover deficiency by, 215 

real owner’s right of, where goods pledged without consent, 253, 255 
special matter may be pleaded in, under Pawnbrokers Act, 259 
administrators, pawnbroker’s, extension of Pawnbrokers Act to, 250 
advance, delivery not simultaneous with, 238 
agent, liability of pawnbroker for acts of, 260 
appeal from refusal to grant certificate, 259 

summary conviction, to what court, 259 
application, pawnbroker’s licence, for, 248 
assignment, pawnee’s rights in thing pledged, effect of, 244 
auctioneer, goods sent for sale to, not a pledge for advances before sale, 210 
bailed goo^, liability of pawnbroker taking into pawn, 266 
bankruptcy, effect on property in thing pledged, 246 

pawner, of, pawnbroker’s title against trusto-^, 246 
pawnee a secured creditor on, 246 
bill of sale, pawn does not amount to, 236 
books, duty of pawnbroker as to keeping, 249, 250 

production of, liability of pawnbroker as to, 256 
business, conduct of pawnbroker’s, offences connected with, 255 
care of pawn, pawnee’s duty as to, 243 
catalogue of pledges, right of inspection in pawner, 252 
certificate, app^ from refusal to grant, 259 

justice may give, for payment of pawnbroker’s expenses in a 
prosecution, 258 

pawnbroker’s, forgery of, liability of offender, 240 
how obtained, 248, 249 
refusal of, grounds for, 249 
certiorari, writ of, not applicable, 269 
charges, pawnbroker’s ri^t to make, 251 
common law, persons entitled to pawn at, 239 

compensation of alleged offender, in respect of frivolous prosecution, 259 
pawnbroker, on prosecution of pawner, 258 
compounding offences, liability for, 259 

conduct of business of pawnbroker, offences relating to, 255 
consolidation, principle of, no application to contract of pawn, 243 
contract of pawn, essentials of, 288 

extinction of, 239 f 

nature of, 235 

not avoided by conviction of pawnbroker, 257 
principle of consolidation uo application to, 212 
stamp on, 236 

when handing back property does not affect, 239 
conversion, pawnee, by, what will amount to, 243 
conviction, delivery of pledged stolen goods on proof of, 254, 253 
pawnbroker, of, cancellation of licence on, 249 

contract of pawn not avoided by, 257 
custom of trade, mercantile agent’s right to plodge affected by, 210 
damage to pledge, extent of liability of pawnbroker as to, 264 
damages, pawner’s right to, on loss of pawn, 243 
death of pawner, devolution of right on, 242 
declaration, as to lost pawn-ticket, 253 

indemnity of pawnbroker by, 253 
false, offence of making. 258 
deferred pay, invalidity of pledge ox, 237 
dUivery, advance not simultaneous with, 238 
as essential to contract of pawn, 238 
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. eliverjr, fa^re of pawnbroker to make, liability on 255 
pledged stolen goods, of, order for, 264 256* 
tentiOD, pawner, of, by pawnbroker in metropolis, 268 

counterfeit pawn-ticket, of, 25S 
reasonable suspicjon as cause for 257 

aiatress, goo^ pl«dged‘;^?rp^wnLoLTi?t“uawf 
d^umente, duty of pawnbroker ae to keeS 2^9. 200 
invalidity of pawn by, 238 * ’ 

pawn does not amount to, 236 
excise duty on pawnbroker's licence, 249 

goods, when sheriff can levy, 216 
executors, devolution of right of pawner to his, 242 ^ 

P^^ubroker's, extension of Pa wii brokers Act to, 250 
factors, capacity of, to pawn, 239, 240 
false declaration, offence of makint^ 


— w* xur aaniage oy, J,b\ 

foreclosure, pawnee no right of, 215 

chattel obtained by. against pawnee. 2 1C 

hosi^y 

ilJcgal pawning, detention of person suspected of, 257, 258 
liability of offender in rc&pcct of, 257 

pawnbroker jn respect of, 256, 25G 

- , ^ . ,, to goods the subject of. 217 

infants, invalidity of pawn by, 238 
interpleader, pawnee’s right to proceed in, 217 
larceny, pawn-ticket as subject of, 251 
Iwindrj- work, illegality of pawn of, 237 

Len, difference between pawn and, 235, 236 
licence, pawnbroker’s, cancellation on conviction, 219 
excise duty on, 219 

- ^ . procedure to obtain, 218 

lost pawn -ticket, declaration necessary us to, 253 
lunatic, invalidity of pawn by, 238 

measure of damage on loss of pawn, 213 
mercantile agent, capacity of, to pawn, 239 

custom of trade affecting right of, to i)lod 'c, 210 

power to pledge, 239 

what pledge by includes, 240 

metropolis, delivery of unlawfully pledged goods in th'*, order for, 217 
detention of persons by pawnbroker in, 258 
military stores, articles within meaning of, 236, 237 
“ money-lender,” pawnbroker not a, 250 
mortgage, difference between pawn and, 235 

xt^ligeuce, liability of pawnbroker for damage rnu.'s d tbrou'^h, 254 
notice, application for pawnbroker’s licence, on, 218 ** 

notices to be exhibited by pawnbroker, 250 
offences, compounding, liability for, 269 

conduct of pawnbroker’s business, in, liability, 255, 258 
penalties for, under the Pawnbrokers Act, 258, 259 
order for delivery of pledged stolon goods, effect of, 255 

when made, 251, 255 

partners, goods pledged by, riglit to redeem, 242 
partnership, invalidity otf pawnbroker’s secret, 250 
pawn, care of, pawnee’s duty as to, 243 
definition of, 234 

difference between lien and, 235, 236 
mortgage and, 235 
nature of property in, 235 

not liable to distress when pledged with pawnbroker, 216 
person entitled at common law to, 239 
property passes by delivery, 235 
things capable of being the subject-matter of a, 236 
pawnbroker, acting without licence, penalty, 249 

books and documents to be kept by, 249 
cancellation of licence on conviction of, 219 
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pawnbroker, certificate ot, bow obtained, SIS, SIS 

ccmviction contract oS pawn not aToided bjr, 257 
defUiition of, 28 ^, 285 
detention of penooB in metropolis by, 258 
indemnity of, by declaraticm In respect of lost pawn-ticket, 253 
liability for acts of agent or servant, 250 
damage, extent of, 25^ 
non-delivei^ of pledge, 256 
in respect of illegal pawning, 255, 256 
sales, 256, 257 

to prodnee books and papers, 256 
licence of, cancellation on conviction, 210 
excise duty on, 219 
procedure to obtain, 218 
not a “ money-lender,** 250 
notices to be exhibit^ by, 250 
property in pledges under 10s., 251 
special contract, right to make, 251 
title of, against trustee in bankruptcy of pawner, 216 
pawnee, assignment of rights of, effect of, 211 
definition of, 231 
duty as to care of pawn, 213 
execution against, effect of, 215 
no right of foreclosure in, 215 

right to action of trespass where dispossessed of thing pledged, 
215 

rights as to interpleader, 217 

of owner of stolen goods against, 246 
special property of, In subject of pawn, 213 
use of pledge by, rights as to, 241 
pawner, death of, devolution of right on, 212 

detention of, right of pawnbroker as to, 257, 253 

definition of, 231 

implied warranty of title of, 211 

offences by, 257 

remedies as to recovery of pawn, 242, 213 
sale of pledge by, effect of, 211 
pawns, classes of, 235 

pawn-ticket, as evidence of right to redeem, 252 

delivery of pledge on production of, 253 
detention of person producing counteifeit, 258 
duty of pawnbroker to give, 250 
exemption from stamp duty, 251 
lost or stolen, declaration as to, 253 

redemption where, 253 
penalties, application of, 268 

offence of making a false declaration, 253 
offences under Pawnbrokers Act, tor, 258, 259 
pawnbroker’s liability on acting without Uceuce, 219 
pension, invalidity of pledge of, 237 

personal representatives, appheation of Pawnbrokers Act 'to pawnbroker’s, 
250 

pica, action or prosecution under the Pawnbrokers Act, to, what may be 
the subject of, 259 

pledge, damage to, extent of pawnbroker’s liability for, 254 
duty of pawnbroker as to sale of unredeemod, 252 
mercantile agent, by, what it includes, 240 
redemption of, time for, 251 

when over 10s., 252 
right of action of real owner of, 253 
Bale of Goods Act as applied to, 240 
under 10s., pawnbroker’s right as to, 251 
police clothing, ill^ality of pledge of, 237 
possession, when no proof that property in pawner, 211 
power of sale of pawnee, extent of, 244 
public storey illegality of pledge of, 237 
quality, no implied warranty of, by pawner, 241 
quarter sessions, appeal from summary conviction to, 259 
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• xedexDption, goods pledged by partners, of, 243 
pawn, of, time for, 241, 242, 251 
pawn-ticket as evidence of right of, 253 
lost or stolen^ where, 253 
production of pawn- ticket on, 253 
sale of pledge before, effect of, 241, 243 
regimental equipment, articles within meaning of, 236, 237 
sale, defici^cy on, pawnee’s right to recovery, 245 
liability of pawnbroker in respect of, 366, 267 
Sale of Goods Act, 1893, application of Act to pledges, 240 
sale, pledge by pawner, of, effect of, 241 
power in pawnee as to, 244 

unredeemed pledge, of, application of surplus to arise from, 252 
duty of pawnbroker as to, 262 
Teg:u]ations as to, 262 

warranty of title on, none where by pawnbroker, 244 
Seaman’s Clothing Act, 1869, towns to which Act applying, 237 
seamen’s property, meaning of, 237 

search warrant, rights of owner of unlawfully pawned goods to obtain, 250 

secret partnership, invalidity of pawnbroker’s, 260 

security, increase in value of, pawner’s right to, 213 

servant, liability of pawnbroker for acts of, 250 

sheriff, right of, on issue of execution against pawned goods, 215 

special contract, when pawnbroker may make, 251 

stamp, contract of pawn, on, 236 

duty, exemption of pawn- ticket from, 251 
Statutes of Limitation, pawner’s right to redeem not barred by, 211, 212 
stolen goods, delivery of pledged, m the metropolm, order for, 217 

order for, 254, 255 
owner’s rights against pawner of, 21G 
surplus, application where arising from sale of unredoemed pledge, 253 
ticket, Mee pawn>ticket. 

time, redemption of pledge, for, 241, 212, 251 
title, goods illegally pawned, to, 247 

pawner, of, implied warranty of, 241 
warranty of, none on sale by pawnbroker, 214 
trespass, pawnee’s right to action for, where dispossessed of (hitig pledged, 215 
trover, owner of stolen goods may maintain, 240 

pawner’s right to maintain in respect of pawn, 242, 213 
unauthorised pawn, rights of pawnee as to, 241 
unfinished goods, illegality of pawn of, 237 

liability of pawnbroker taking into pawn, 250 
unlawful pledge, property the subject of, 230 — 238 
unredeemed pledge, regulations as to sale of, 252 

when pawnbroker must sell by auction, 252 
value of security, increase in, right of pawnee as to, 243 
warrant, search, right of owner of unlawfully pawned goods to obtain, 256 
warranty, none as to quality by pawner, 241 
of title, implied by pawner, 241 

none on sale Iw pawnbroker, 244 
washing, illegality of pledge of, 23/ 
workhouse property, illegality of pawn of, 237 

wiit of certiorari^ no application to justices’ order or conviction, 


PEETIAGES AND DIGNITIES, 

abeyance, application of doctrine to peerages, 273 
arising on death, 273 
as distinguished from oo-heirship, 273 

may arise from disqualification of heir, 274 ^ 

power of the Crown to terminate in favour of one co-heir, 274 
Act of Union, Ireland, effect on creation of new peers, 267 

Scotland, effect as to creation of new peers, 267 
arms, tee College of Arms, 
arrest, privilege of a peer as to, 271 
attainder, co-neir, of, effect of, 276 

forfeitnre of peeraM on, 275 
restltatioii of blood corrupted by, 276 
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attainder, when successor to dignity not affected by, 2?5, 
audience, right of, of a peer, 271 

bankruptcy, peer, of a, disqaalification arising on, 270 
baron, degree of peerage of the title of, 264 

first creation of. by letters patent, 2C6 
rank of, Lord of Appeal aa, 26S 
baronet, institution of dignity of, 283 
meaning of, 283 

official roll relating to dignity of, provision for keeping, 235 
precedence of, 284 
privileges of a, 284, 285 
wife of, right to prefix of “Dame,” 284 
baronetcy, claim to, how made, 285 

nature of as an incorporeal hereditament, 283 
“ land,” 283 

barony by writ, no merger in subsequent earldom, 274 
of tenure, extinguishment of, 265 
Bath, Order of the, nature of, 286, 287 
blood, restitution of, corrupted by attainted, 276 
claim to peerage, jurisdiction as to, 277 
Close Roll, pr<^uction as evidence in peerage claim, 280 
co-heir, attainder of, effect of, 276 

power of Crown to terminate abeyance in favour of one, 274 
co-heirs, office of honour remains vostcid in nil, 274 
co-heirship, abeyance distinguished from, 273 
College of Arms, constitution of, 288 
incorporation of, 288 

returns of visitations, production from the, 289 
Committee of Privileges, reference of petition to on report of law officers, 278 
coats, securitv for, when peer must give, 271 
*• Dame,” right of wife of baronet to prefix of, 286 
death, abeyance arising on, 273 
declaration as to pedigree, admissibility of, 281 
deprivation, peerage, of, how effected, 276 
descent, claimant to peerage claim must prove, 279 — 281 
peerage, of a, nature of, 269 
dignity, peers, of, 262, 263 

disqualifications appertaining to dignity of a peer, 270 

documentary evidence, admissibilitv in peerage claim, 281, 282 

duke, degree of peerage of title of, 263 

earl, degree of peerage of title of, 264 

Earl Marshal, jurisdiction of, 289 

earldom, extent of an, 264 

no merger of barony by writ in subsequent, 271 
elections, parliamentary, peers qualified to vote at, 270 
extinction, peerage, of, by failure of heirs, 273 
evidence, descent, of, necessary in peerage claim, 279 — 281 

documentary, admissibility in peerage claim, 281, 233 
peerage claim, in, admissibility of, 279 
declarations as, 281 
nature of, 279, 280 
visitations as, 289 

failure of issue, extinction of peerage by, 273 
foreign dignities, not recognis^ in this country, 290 

m^als and orders, regulations as to wearing, 290, 291 
forfeiture, peerage, of, arising without attainder, 276 
on attainder, 275 

heir, abeyance may arise from disqualification of, 274 
heralds, description and function of, 288, 289 
variation in number of, 288, 289 
honour, right to peerage distinguished from title of, 263 
House of Commons, peers who may sit in the, 270 

Lords, jun^ction as to claim to peerage, 277 
illegitimate children, legitimation of, upon what depending, 282 
iocompetenev, proof in peerage claim, right as to, 282 
incorporeal hereditament, nature of baronetcy as an, 283 
peerage as an, 269 

Indian Empire, Emight of the Order of the, foundation of, 287 
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infant peer, extent of diaqnalification of, 270 

Ireland, Act of Union with, as affecting creation of new peers, 2o7 
Irish peers, claim to vote by, procedure, 278 

power of the Crown to create, extent of, 267 
qualification to sit in House ox Commons, 270 
rights of, generally, 271 
kin^ of arms, origin and function of, 288 
Knight of the Garter, precedence of, 286 

knighthood, authority of the Lord Xiicutcnaut of Ireland (o confer, 286 
nature of dignity of, 285, 286 
order of, how creat^, 285, 286 

right of holder of dignity to prefix of “ Sir/’ 2S5 
various orders of, 287 
knights bachelor, nature of order of, 287 
land, baronetcy as, 281 ^ 

lapse of time, no bar to claim to peerage, 274 
legal proceedings, description of peer in, 271 

plea of privilege by peer in, 271 
legitimacy, question of, as affecting peerage ciaiius, 282 
letters patent, creation of baronet by, 283, 281 

peerage by, 267, 268 
first creation of baron by, 266 


form of, 268, 269 

invalidity of shifting clause in, ^-08, 269 
limitation of grant of, 268 
no refusal of grant of peerage by, 269 
life peerage, privilege attached to, 269 , . j 

Kord Lieutenant of Ireland, authority to confer kuighlliood, -86, -87 
Lord of Appeal, dignity of rank of, 263 

no descent of dignity of, 269 
Lords Spiritual, as lords of Parliament, 2t>2 
marquess, degree of peerage of title of, 263 ^ 

medals, foreign, regulation as to wearing, -90, -9 1 
merger, none of barony by writ in subsequent caildom, -74 
peerage, of, in the Crown, 274 . ^ 

naming of a place, not essential to creation of peerage, 3b9 
new peerage, creation of, 266 .. c 

poersfAct of Union with Ireland as affecUtig creation of, -07 
Crown may create, of the United Kingdom, ^07 
non-access, evidence m peerage claim as to, 282, 283 
ntovodamtu, right to Scottish peer to resign for a, -7o 
ofiSce of honour, devolution of, 274 
officers of arms, jurisdiction of, 289 
official roll, baronets, of, provision for keeping, 

Order of the Bath, nature of, 286, 287 
orders of knighthood, claasification of, 286,_-87 
Parliament, precedence of peers in, 27^, 2/8 
writ of summons must be to, 2bD 
peerage claim, evidence in, 

jurisdiction as to, 277 
deprivation of, how 
creation of, procedure on, ^67, -68 
definition of, 262 
degree of Utle of baron in the, 261 
duke in the, 263 
carl in the, 264 
marquess in the, 263, 264 
viscount in the, 264 

estate in and descent of, nature of, 269 
lapse of time no to^olaim to, 274 
limitation for life, effect of, 269 

of*a plime n^eSi^tial to creation of a, 269 
new, creation £*» ^ 9 Jj, 

when writ does not create a, 26o 
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peeressesi trial of» riffhta and priTile^es in connection with, 373 
peers, as lords of Parliameiit, 2B2 
classification of, 262 
creation of, modes of, 265 

dignity of, compared with that of a Sovereign, 262 
plea of privilege by, 271 
precedence of, in Parliament, 272, 273 
Scottish, may be representaUve peers, 262 
trial of, privil^es in connection with, 271, 272 
petition, claim to baronetcy by, 285 

peerage by, procednre, 278 
form of prayer of, 278 

reference to Committee of Privileges, 278, 279 
report on, by law officers of the Crown, 278, 279 
precedence, peers in Parliament, of, 272,^73 
privilege, peer, of, as to arrest, 271 
generally, 270 
plea as to, 271 

Privileges, Committee of, reference of petition to on report of law officers of 
the Crown, 278 

pursuivants, names and number of, 289 

reports, proceedings on other claims, of, nature of admission of, 282 
representative peer, Scottish peer may be elected as a, 262 
resignation, none by peer of England, 275 
Boyal Victorian Order, Elnigbt of the, foundation of, 287 
Bt. Andrew, Knight of the Thistle or. Order of, when founded, 287 
St. Michael and St. George, Knight of, foundation of Order of, 287 
Bt. Patrick, Knight of, foundation of Order of, 287 
Scottish peer, creation of new, power of the Crown as to, 267 
may be a representative peer, 262 
right to resign his dignity, 275 
rights of, 270 

security for costs, when peer must give, 271 
shifting clause, letters patent, in, invalidity of, 268, 269 
** Sir,*’ light of baronet to prefix of, 281 

holder of dignity of knighthood to prefix of, 285 
sitting, necessity for, to create a peer by writ of summons, 265 
Star of India, Knight of the Order of the, when founded, 287 
succession, dignity, to, when unaffected by attainder, 275, 276 
surrender, none of English peerage, 275 
tenure, barony of, extinguishment of, 265 
Thistle, Knight of St. Andrew or the, when founded, 287 
trial, peer, of a, privilege in connection with, 271, 272 
peeress, of, rights and privileges on, 272 
United Kingdom, power of the Crown to create peers of the, 267 
viscount, degree of peerage of the title of, 261 
visitations, nature and object of, 289 

production of, bow compelled, 289 
vote, peers qualified to, limitation as to, 270 
writ of summons, creation of barony by, 265 

when followed by a sitting, 265 
must be to Parliament, 266 
sitting necessary to create peerage by, 265 


rEUPETUlTlES, 

abroad, rule no application to property, 312 
accumulation, calculatioa of the statutory periods of, 875 
capitalisation may be subject of, 373 

determination of appropriate statutory period for, 874, 875 
direction for repairs and replacement out of working capital, 
when not an,' 380 

directions as to timber not void as direction for, 380 
for, when void, 301, 305 

within the statutory rules rating to, nature of, 873 
effect where required by law, 373, 374 
exceptions from the statu toxy rules relating to^ 376—881 
excessive, effect of, 871, 372 
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-ccumulation. cWId^. word « portion - not neco«ary to, 979 

of debt*, fOT, Tahdity of proTisioa for, 370 
property object to the statutory ruta relating to, 873 
provision for, under trust to pay debts, when valid, 327, 328 

purposes of, 874^''“ Period, 80i 

recoupment, for, must come within the rule, 320 

di * beneficiaries, for, validity of, 37C, 377 
rents, of, to pay charges on the estate, validity of, 328 
restriction of, 370— 38i ^ * 

trust for, for particular i>erson, when valid, 827 

is. 8ohject to the rule against perpetuities, 370 
1 trusts not within exception to rules against, nature of. 380. SSI 
Accumulations Act, 1800, limit of accumulation period under, 370, 871 

as affecting accumulations for purchase of land. 371 
accumulations, application where ineffective, 383 

charge under a power, in respect of, application of, 383 

costs of proceedings relating to invalidity of, 383, 381 

implied trust for, when arising, 373 

Invalidity of, effect of, 881 

position of the heir as to, 383 

savings out of income not within rules against. 381 

trust to invest, effect of, 383 

upon trust, when void, under rules against perpetutties, 


alienee, remoteness of description of, 305 

survivor of a class cannot be a direct, 305 
alternative limitation, may take effect, 348 
ambiguous clause, intention effectuated in case of, 307, 303 
America, rule against perpetuities upheld in, 315 
ajiimals, correct method of making provision for, 298 
trust in favour of, validity of, 298 
appointees, general power, of, effect of remoteness of, 350 
special power, of, effect of remoteness of, 368 
appointment, exercise of special power of, period for, 333 

invalid, with concurrence of object, effect of, 859 
life, for, with special power by will, effect of, 369 
next of kin, to, when valid, 359 
test for remoteness in, 358 

will, by, may be valid at death though invalid at date of making, 
359 


articles of association, validity of restrictive transfer of shares under, 322 
beneficiaries, provision for recoupment of, not within statutory rules as to 
accumulation, 376, 377 

vesting of interest where trust determinable by, 820, 327 
charities, future gift to, application of the rule to, 330 

rule against perpetuities not applicable to, 300 
gift over to person after gift to, invalidity of, 330 
when rule has no application to, 322, 323 
charity, gift over, from one to another, may be valid, 329 
chattels, effect where settled as realty, 317 

trust of, in favour of unborn person, effect of, 318 
child, en ventre sa mire^ as life in being, 301 — 303 

retrospective treatment on birth, 331 
vesting of interest where, 310 

child-bearing, inadmissibility of evidence that waman i-^ past, 335 
children, accumulation in interests of, 379 

interest taken by parent in interest of, 379 
class, direction for settlement of each share of, effect of, 310 
forfeiture clause on gift to, may be severable, 31C 
gift, principles governing limitation by way of, 311 

to, by description as part of a super-class, effect of, 813 
court cannot remodel, 345 
individual gift to each member not a gift to a, 346 

of a, effect of, 315, 346 

limitation to, living at a remote event, when void, 312 

members ascertained by description, 342, 843 
•urvivor of a, when valid, 303 
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class, limitation to unborn children as a, on attalnin|f age of twenty>one, di:5 * 
what is meant by, 341 

with substitutionary clause added, effect of, 816 
objects of power, of, comprising valid and invalid objects, 357 
restraint on anticipation, severable among shares of a, 352 
taking at age greater than twenty-one, effect of, 313, 314 
validity of limitation to, where attainment of age not a condition 
precedent to vesting, 344 
collateral powers, application of rule to, 361, 862 
common law assurance, exempt from the rule, 330 

condition subsequent, application of rule to, 314, 315 
company, contract restricting transfer of shares of, validity of, 322 
securities, validity of, 361 

condition, distinction between conditional limitation and an executory devise 
and a, 814 

precedent, limitation may be rendered void when the vesting U 
subject to a, 338, 339 

subsequent, rule against perpetnilies as affecting, 303 
conditions, when rule does not apply to, 322, 323 

construction, contract, of, when creating a right of property in fnturo^ 320 
duration of powers a matter of, 361 
executory trusts, of, by the court, 317 
limitation, of, effect of the rule on, 306 
“ vested,** of, effect on validity of limitation, 339, 310 
contingent events, remoteness of, effect of, 305 

power, must be exercisable within the perpetuity period, 351, 355 
remainder, application of the ruje to, extent of, 313, 314 
effect of Land Transfer ^ct, 1897, as to, 314 
gift over, single in expression may take effect as a, 350 
validity of, where contingency not too remote, 314 
when rule not applicable to, 332 

contract, application of rule to, wh-ere creating limitations of property, 320 
construction where creating right of property in future, 320 
of insurance, payment under, not an accumulation, 381 
personal, not within the rule, 331 

rule against perpetuities not generally affecting, 319, 320 
corporations, extent to which rule against perpetuities not offended by, 300 
rule has no application to, 322, 323 

costs, proceedings to determine invalidity of accumulations, by whom paid, 
383, 884 

covenant, grant or renewal of lease, for, application of rule to, 321, 322 
covenants, restrictive, when rule against perpetuities not offended by, 299 

running with the land, rule against perpetuities not offended by, 800 
when rule does not apply to, 322, 323 
creation of interest, time of, 303 

Crown grant, application of rule against perpetuities to, 311 
customary rights, rule against perpetuities not offended by, 300 
when rule has no application to, 322, 323 
doctrine, application to limitation to children of unborn person, 368 

where estates for life given to class of cUildrea 
of living person. 369 
Instruments to which applicable, 367 
nature of, 367 

no application where succession not in course of descent, 369 
not to be extended, 369 

objects of testator's bounty not restricted by, 368 
Sate from which perpetuity period reckon^, 332, 333 
debts, accumulation under trust to pay, when valid, 827, 328 

provision for payment of, not within statutory rules relating to accuma- 
iation, 876 

deeds, ef/-pri* doctrine not applicable to, 367 
destructible interests, application of the rule to, 323 
devolution, interest invalidly limited, of, 851 

of, is subject to valid directions, 351 
donee, general power of appointment, of, must not be remote, 354 
double contingency, expression of, effect of, 849 

possibuitieB, nature of, rule against, 295, 296 
easements, perpetual nature of not objectionable, 299 
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easements^ rule not applicable to, 322, 323 

election, application of doctrine to special powers, 801 

€n ventre sa m^re^ child a life in being when, 301 

considered life in being when, 302, 303 
retrospective treatment on birth of child, 33 Jb 
vesting of interest where child, 810 
equitable interests, application of the rule to, 81/ 
escheat, rights of exemption from rule, 331 

estate of inheritance, implied from words Indicating a life intore«?t, 3i»3 
tail, application of exception to rule as to, 321, 325 
limitation in, subject to the rule, 325 

powers barrable by tenant in tail nut obnoxious during coiitlnuanco 
of, 362 

validity of limitations in defeasance of an, 323, 321 

taking effect on determination of an, 321 
, evidence, admissibility in considering validity of limitation, 331, 335 

as to woman being past child-bearing, inadmissibility of, 3,35 
executory bequests, application of the rule to, 316 

devise, distinction between a condition and an, 311 

limitation void as may be valid with rule, 332 
must vest within the perpetuity period, 331 
devises, examples of valid, 312, 313 
held invalid, 313 
trust, construction of, 317, 318 

execution by the court to exclude rule, 317 
intention to tie up property by creating, 31? 
floating charge, company’s assets, on, validity of, 361 
foreign country, rule no application to pioporly in, 312^ 
forfeiture clause, gift to class, on, may be bcverable, 310 
future goods, rule no application to assignment of, 310 
gestation, period of, taken into consideration, 3(U 
time allowed for, 310 

perpetuity period extended by period of, 3('2. 303 
gift, accumulation may bo implied from form or nature of, 3r3 
class, to, court cannot remodel, 315 
expressed as single, when divisible, 310, 350 
fund in separate shares, of, effect of, 340 
individual, to each member of class, effect of, 315, 31(5 
non-charitable object, for, when void, 208 
over after gift to charity, when subject (o the rule, 3u0 
effect where becoming void, 350, 351 
expressed as single, effective as contingent remaindi'r, 
valid in certain cases. 329 

personal estate, of, cy-yrh doctrine no application to, 
remote direction to pay without actual, effect of. 310 
heir, position of, as to accumulations, 383 
heirlooms, settlement of chattels as, when effective, 31 1 
improvements, trust out of income to effect, validity of, 380 
indefinite object, gift for, when invalid, 298 . . ^ i *• 

tadimnity fund, when not within statutory per.o.ls relatinff to atenmulutjon, 
380 

trust of lands conveyed for purpose of, validity of. 3-** 
insurance, payment under contract of, not ati acci-mulation, JH 
intention, ^eotuated where words of limitation anibiguous, 3i)7 
tie up property, to, effect given to, 3 If 

tot«Mt,"co^ct,Mdcrr^wh^*'rule ’against perpetuities does not affect, 319, 
* 320 

devolution of, is subject to valid dirwtions, 351 
on failure of limitation, 3c»l 
quantum of, how ascertained, 304 
time of creation of, 303 
when becoming vested, 304 

said to be “ too remote, 304 , 

Interests acanired by operation of law, not subject to rule, 331 ^ 

“ ’ coQunon law assurances, under, 

in pratenti, when considered void, -97, r ,, t .a <!■>)< 

yesUng of, notwithstanding trust for payment of debts, 3.t* 
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ioTalid appolntmeoty with cotidxrrence of an object, effect of, 850' 
land, Accnznalations Act, J882, as affecting, 371 

corenants and conditions binding, when rule not applicable to, S23» 
323 

interests in, not objectlonabie on ground of perpetuity, 290, 300 
meaning of, in connection with acenmoiation, 374 
XiOnd Transfer Act, 1897, effect as to remainder, 314 
lease, covenant to grant or renew, application of rule to, 321, 322 
right of re-entry reserved by, exemption of, 331, 332 
legal contingent remainder, see contingent remainder. 

estate, where held subject to the rule, 812, 313 
life estate, gift to husband or wife of unmarried person, validity of, 335 

interest, estate of inheritance by implication from words indicating a, 368 
limitation, alternative, may take effect, 848 

class of unborn children, to, on attaining age of twenty-one, 315 
to a, validity of, where attainment of age not a condition pre- 
cedent to vesting, 344 
vesting on, 341 
what is meant by, 341 

condition precedent to the vesting may render void, 338, 339 
construction of, effect of rule on, 306 

contingent on exercise of power, application of rule to, 319 

devolution of interest on failure of, 851 

double aspect, with, application of rule to, 318, 349 

duration of, 386 — 337 

estate tail, in, subject to the rule, 325 

evidence admissible in considering the validity of, 331, 335 
failure of, effect on subsequent limitations, 351, 352 

gift over from invalidity as affecting a prior, 350, 351 
in default of appointment unaffected by void power, 352 
interest, of, not void when necessarily ending within the perpetuity 
period, 332 

in prtjpsenti, invalidity of, 297 

members of a class ascertained by description, to, 342, 343 

living at a remote event, when void, 312 
none to survivor of number of unborn persons, 337 
property, of, application of rule to contract creating, 320 
remoteness in cesser of, not affected by rule, 335, 336 
series of individuals, to, effect of, 317 

successiv.e generations of unborn issue, to, rule as to, 361, 365 
validity of, how question as to brought before the court, 300 
upon what depending, 306 
void, effect where, 360 
when considered not too remote, 823, 324 
words of, how effectuated when ambiguous, 307 
may be controlled by other parte, 3U7 
lives, choice of, may be arbitrary, 808 

essential qualification of chosen, 308, 809 
instances of validly chosen, 309 
perpetuity period where none chosen, 310 
mortgagee, collateral advantages given to, protection of, 311 
restriction on estate of, rule not applicable to, 361 
mortgagor, application of the rule to, 862, 363 

restriction of right of redemption of, invalidity of, 308 
mortmain, law of, a check on interests held by corporations, 800 
name and arms, devise on condition of taking, not subject to rule, 315 
next of kin, appointment to, when valid, 359 
objects, testator’s bounty, of, only take, 368 

operation of law, interests acquired by, not subject to the rule, 331 
option to purchase, application of rule where limited in fuiuro, 320, 321 
originating summons, question of validity brought before the court by, 306 
parent, interest taken by, in interest of children, nature of/ 379 
period, iee perpetuity period. 

perpetual interests, when rule* has no application to, 322, 823 
perpetuities, interests not offending rule against, 299 

rule against, see rule against perpetuities, 
perpetuity, definition of, 296, 297, 301 
period, choice of, 809, 810 
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perpetuity, period, contingent power must be exercisable within, 35 i, 355 
date from which reckoned, 882, 383 
executory devise must vest within the, 33 i 
exercise of special power of appointment, for, 833 
extended by period of gestation, 303 
gift to unborn person must vest within the, 336 
interests under trusts determinable by beneficiaries must 
vest within the, 326, 327 

limitation necessarily ending within cannot be void, 332 
limitations made by the, 802 
object of the, 803, SOi 

provision for accumulation when within the, SOI 
subsequent events of, no effect where created interest 


within, 803 

time for ascertaining facts with regard to, 333, 331 

from which, runs in respect of general powers, 356 
where no lives are chosen, 310 
personal contracts, not within the rule, 331 
estate, application of rule to, 316 

cy-prds doctrine no application to gifts of, 367 
property, application of the rule to, 311, 313 
portion, meaning of, 377 

provision for a, directions not amounting to, 378 
portions, accumulation for purpose of raising, validity of, 377 
funds which may or may not be, 377, 378 
instruments which may create, 377 
possession, postponement of, not affected by rule, 338 
power of appointment, limitation in exercise of, period of, 333 
remoteness of donee of, 354 
special, as affected by the rule, 35G— 361 
test for remoteness in, 358 

to a class comprising valid and invalid objects, 357 
sale, application of rule to, 361 

powers, application of rule prohibiting limitation to generations of unborn 
issue to, 366 

barrable by tenant in tail, when not obnoxious, 362 
change nature of interests, to, within the rule, 303 
contingent, must be within the rule, 354 
duration of, a matter of construction, 361 
exceptions to application of the rule as to, 353 

exercisable by will of person unborn at its creation, invalid if y of, 3'j5 
limitations contingent upon, application of the rule to, 31U 
of, framed in general terms, 36J, 363 
may be severable, 354 

objection to, grounds upon which may be made, 353 
when may be made, 353 

severability of, where given to series of persons, 319 
when rule does not apply to, 326 
pre-emption, right of, when subject to the rule, 321 
profits d prendre, perpetual nature of, not objectionable, *^90 
rule not applicable to, 322, 323 
property, subject to the rule against perpetuities, 321, 312 
when not subject to the rule, 312 

public policy, nature of, as basis of rules affecUnj.- pcrpctuitjes,^-,ji, 
rules affecting perpetuities are based on, 201, 
purchase, option to, application of rule where limited tn fuluro, 
i^iiartium of interest, how ascertained, 304 
real estate, application of the rule to, 311, 312 
chattels settled as, effect of* 
interests in subject to the rule, 312, 813 
recoupment, accumulation for, must come within the rule, 
redemption of mortgage, invalidity of mortgagors right as to, 303 
remoteness, appointees of general power, of, effect of, 3t>t> 

<;pecial power, of, effect of, 3u8 
as affecting contingent powers, 354, 365 
contingent events, of, effect of, 30.) 
description of alienee, of, effect of, 805, 309 
iu the apfiointccs, 356 
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remoteness, nature of, against whicli rule is directed, 335 

objects of sp^ial power, in, effect of rule as to, 357 
test for appointments in respect of, 368 
renewal of lease, covenant for, application of rule to, 321, 322 
rentcharges, perpetual, nature of, not objectionable, 299 
rule no application to, 322, 323 
repairs, directions for, validity of, 380 

restraint on anticipation, invwdity of, when imposed on unborn person, 353 
severable among shares of a class, 352 
restrictions, estate of mortgagee, on, rule no application to, 361 

principles as to rejection of, application to appointments under 
powers, 359 

restrictive covenants, rule against perpetuities not offended by, 299 
resulting uses and trusts, exemption from rule, 331 
reverter, rights of, exemption from rule, 331 
right of entry, as being within the rule, 315, 316 

common law condition subsequent, under application of the 
rule to, 314 

exemption from rule, 331, 332 
when subject to the rule, SIS 
pre-emption, when subject to the rule, 321 
purchaser, application of rule to, 321 
rule against double po^ibilitics, nature of, 295, 296 

perpetuities, application, of, not to device conditional on taking 

name and arms, 815 
to common law conditions, 314, 815 
covenants for grant or renewal of 
leases, 821, 322 
option to purchase, 320, 821 
personal estate, extent of, 316 
powers, 353 — 362 
securities, 362 ,364 

condition subsequent as ^ected by, 303 
construction of ambiguous clause where offending, 
308 

clause offending, effect of, 307 
limitation affected by, 306 
contracts in general not affected by, 319, 320 
equitable estates as subject to, 817 
interests not subject to, 322, 823 
nature of, 295, 800, 301 

remoteness against which directed, 335 
object of, 303, 304 
oiigin of, 300, 301 
possible extension of, 322 

postponement of possession not affected by, 338 
property not subject to, 312 

subject to the, 311, 313 

remoteness in cases of limitation not affected by, 
335 

rules of law affecting, basis of, 294, 296 
trust for accumulation is subject to, 370 

sale invalid when offending against, 318 
valid trusts of indefinite duration not affected by, 
319 

when not affecting trusts and powers, 326 
where legal estate subject to, 312, 318 
restrictive covenants, when rule does not apply to, 822, 323 
eavings, rules against accumulaticm do not prevent trustees making, 381 
Scotland, rule no application to property in, 312 
securities, applicatiem of the rule to, 362 — 364 
settlement, application of surplus accumulations under, 382 

directions for, rejected where trust fails for remoteness, 363 
each share of gift to class, of, effect of, 846 
severable powers, exercise within the rule, 864 

shares, contract restrieting transfer of, under articles of association, validii^ 
of, 322 

shifting use, application of the rule to, 312, 313 
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special powers of appointment, application of doctrine of election to, 861 

enect of rule on, 856—861 
remoteness in objects of, effect of rule as to, 867 
springing use, application of rule to, 312, 313 

statutory interests, rule against perpetuities not applicable to, 300 
periods, accumulations, for, calculation of, 375 
subsequent limitation, failure of prior limitation as affecting, 351, 852 
substitution clause, of, on limitation to class, effect of, 3^6 
surplus accumulations, application of, 381 — 384 
survivor, class, of a, not a direct alienee, 805 
suspension of vesting, limit of, 302 

period allowed for, 300 

timber, direction as to, not void as direction for accumulation, 880 

power to cut and apply proceeds for payment of incumbrances, 
validity of, 328 

time, ascertaining facts in applying the rulei, for, 333, 334 
creatioh of interest, of, 303 
tomb, trust for repair of, when invidid, 297, 298 
trust, accumulation, for, for a particular person, when valid, 327 

failure for remoteness, directions for settlement inoperative on, 853 
favour of animals, in, validity of, 298 
for sale, invalid when offending against the rule, 818 
presumption as to valid continuance of, 361 
indefinite duration of, when rule does not affect, 319 
interest held upon non-charitable, invalidity of, 297 
pay debts, to, when provision for accumulation valid under, 327, 328 
payment of debts, for, interests will vest notwithstanding, 828 
repair of tomb, for, when invalid, 297, 298 

vesting of interests where determinable by beneficiaries, 326, 367 
when not within exceptions to rule against accumulation, 880, 381 
rule does not apply to, 826 

trustees, creation /of estate in, wnere beneficial interests void for remoteness, 818 
unborn children, limitation to, as a class on attaining twenty-one, 345 

issue, application of rule prohibiting limitation to successive genera- 
tions of, 366 

limitations to successive generations ot, rule as to, 364, 365 
person, application of oy~prds doctrine to limitation to children of, 

examples of gifts for life to, 336 

invalidity of restraint on anticipation imposed on, 352 
power exercisable by will of, when invalid, 356 

of appointment to, taking place at bis death, invalidity 
of, 866 

time of vesting as test of validity of gift to, 836 
trust of chattels in favour of, 348 
persons, no limitation to survivor of number of, 337 
unmarried person, gift of life estate to husband or wife of, validity of, 336 
vested,*’ construction of, effect on validity of limitation, 339, 310 
vested interests, future, when rule does not apply to, 322 
rule does not apply to, 823 
Testing, determination of the time of, 303 

effect on, where possession postponed, 338, 339 
estate or interest of, period of, 304 

interest, of, notwithstanding trust for payment of debts, 328 
where child en ventre sa mere, 310 
limitation to a class, on, 341 
period allowed for, 300, 801 

of, determines v^idity of limitation to a class, 341 
suspension of, limit on, 302 

validil^ of gift to unborn person depends upon time of, 886 

limitation to class where attainment of age not a con- 
dition precedent to, 344* 

void for remoteness, when estate or interest said to be, 803, 804 
Welsh mortgage, validity of proviso for redemption in, 363 
will, application of surplus accumulations under, 382 

appointment by, may be valid at death though invalid at date of making, 869 
doctrine as applied to, 867 

Imiitation by, time for ascertaining facts where, 888, 884 
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abandonment of poesession^ what will amount to, 896, 897 
absolute possession, what will amount to, 892 
accession, acquisition of ownership by, 401 

jg^rounds for, 401 

after-acquired property, assignment ofT effect of, 410 

iny^dity of bill of sale of, extent of, 410 
alienation, chattels, of, by deed, 406 

dSstingni^cd from alienation of land, 404 
contract of sale, by, 406, 407 
death, at, 408 
distress, by, 407 

Involuntary, when occurring, 407 
limitation until, validity of, 412 
particular parties, by, 412 
restraints on, 410 — 412 
voluntary, methods of, 404 — 406 
aliens, ownership by, extent of, S99 

animals, possession of, may be absolute or qualified, 892, 893 

wild, acquisition of ownership, capture of, 892, 400 
assignment, future-acquired property, o^ 409, 410 
bailee, nature of possession by, 892, 894 

servant may hold master’s goods as, 892 
bankruptcy, involuntary alienation of goods by, 408 
bill of sale, after-acquired property of, extent of invalidity of, 410 
capture, acquisition of ownership by, 400, 401 
charities, ownership by, 899 
chattel,’* derivation of word, 888 
chattels, alienation by deed, 406 

distress in respect of, 407 

inclusion of real and personal in ** personal estate,” 888 

lost, ownership may be acquired of, 400 

ownership of, distinguished from ownership of land, 398 

personal, nature of, 889 

possession by finder of lost, 894, 395 

trespasser, what will amount to, 894 
of, how acquired, 895, 396 
real, nature of, 388 

successive interests in, creation of, 413, 414 
trust the usual method of creating successive interests in, 414 
chose in action, definition of, 890 

personalty as a, 889, 890 
right of indemnity may be a, 890 
possession, definition of, 890 
document as a, 890 

coin, ownership follows possession of, 400 
con^ion^ acquisition of ownership by, 401 

constructive delivery, change of character of possession as effecting, 405 
means of, 405 
possession, nature of, 898 

possession by bailee may be, 394 
ecmsumable stores, specific bequest for life of, nature of, 414 
contract of sale, transfer of goods by, 406 
co-owners, possession by, 398, 894 
co-ownership, joint and in common, 403, 404 
copyright, acquisition of ownership of, by the Crown, 402 
corporation aggregate, acquisition of ownership by, 399 
sole, acquisition of ownershm by, 899 
corporations, ownership by, nature of, 398, 899 
corporeal chattels, nature of, 889 
Crown, acquisition of ownership by or through the, 402 
transfer of ownership by the, 402, 4i08 
customs, acquisition of ownership of, 402 
deaths alienation at, 408, 409 

vesting of property of intestate upon, 409 
debtor, involuntary alienation by, 408 
deed, alienation of chattels by, 406 
dB facto possession, meaning of, 891 
delivory, alienation by, 404 
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delivery, by meana of a key, 406 

coastractive, change of character of poeseeeion as effecting, 40S 
means of, 405 
gift vested by, 406 
in port, effect of, 405 
specific purpose, for, effect of, 404, 406 
destruction of chattel, loss of possession by, 397 
dispossession, loss of possession by, 397 

personalty, of, remedy for wrongful, 887 
distress, alienation of chatt^ by, 407 
elements, acquisition of the, 400, 401 
equitable int^ests, alienation cannot be restrained, 411 
exchange, transfer of chattels by, 406, 407 
execution, involuntary alienation of goods by, 408 
executor, possession of testator’s goods by, nature of, 398 
finder, possession by, rights attached to, 391, 395 
fixtures, acquisition of ownership of, by accession, 401 
future-acquired property, assignment of, 409, 410 
gift, delivery as affecting vesting of, 406 
over, on alienation, invalidity of, 411 
repugn^mt condition on, invalidity of, 410 
restrictions on alienation of, when invalid, 410, 411 
heirlooms, settlement of, 414 
incorporeal chattels, nature of, 889 
mdemnity, right of, as a chose in action, 390 
invention, ownership acquired by, 401 
joint ownership, how distinguished, 403 

tenants, possession by, nature of, 393, 394 
key, delivery of a, effect of, 405 

land, ownCTship of chattel distinguished from ownership of, 398 

lapse of time, de facto possession may be converted into ownership by, 400 

leaseholds, nature of trust of, 413 

l^al possession, lost property, of, remains in owner, 892 
meaning of, 391 
nature of, 392 
servant may be in, 392 
stolen property, of, may be in thief, 392 
loss of possession, destruction of chattel, by, 397 

discontinuance of physical control, 896 
dispossession, by, 397 
ownership lost by, 399, 400 
transfer or delivery as effecting, 397 
lost chattels, ownership may be acquired of, 400 

possession by finder of, rights attaching to, 894, 395 
property, legal possession remains in owners of, 392 
“ man in possession,” meaning of, 891 

married women, extent of restraint allowed in respect of gift to, 411, 112 
validity of restraint on anticipation by, 411 
owner, reduction into possession no creation of title against, 395 
rights of, how far divisible, 398 
stranger cannot set up title of, 396 
wheu enjoying full rights of ownership, 393 
ownership, acquisition by, accession, 401 

sapture, 400, 401 

corporation aggregate and sole, 899 
under Koyal Prerogative, 402 
aliens, by, extent of, 399 
chattels, of, acquisition by confusion, 401 
corporations, by, nature of, 899 
divisibility of, 398 
in common, nature of, 403, 404 
invention, acquired by, 401 
may be acquired of lost chattels, 400 
meaning of, 897 

possession of coin and negotiable instruments followed by, 400 
right to possession as equivalent to, 892 
specific ^chattels, of, lost by loss of possession, 899, 400 
stolen goods, of, not lost after sale, 400 
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ownershipy tranafer bv Bojal authoritj, 402 
trost^ tinder, Testing cut, 808 
part delivery, eflect of, 405 

partners, doctrine of enrviyorship does not apply to, 408 
personal estate,*’ inclnsion of real and personal chattels in, 888 
nature of, under the Wills Act, 1887... 889 
personal property, see personalty, 
personalty, as a chose in action, 889, 890 

distingnished from realty, 887, 888 
definition of, 887 

kinds of property now included in term, 388, 889 
remedy of dispossessed owner of, 887 
possession, absolute, what will amount to, 392 
acquisition of, mode of, 895, 896 
as annexed to ownership, 898 
bailee, by, nature oj^ 892, 894 
co>owners, by, 898, 394 
evidence of, what will amount to, 891 
executor, by, nature of, 898 
finder of lost chattels, by, nature of, 894, 896 
loss of, by abandonment, 396, 397 

discontinuance of physical control, 896 
meaning of, ambigoity of, 291 
de facto » 891 
legal, 891 

relating to distress, 891 
right to, 892 

presumption ot primd facie title, 895 
qualified natnre of, 892, 393 
right to recover, 897 

where claimed by two persons, 306 
transfer or delivery of, effect of, 397 
powers of appointment, creation of future interests by, 414, 415 
qualified possession, nature of, 392, 893 
realty, personalty as distinguished from, 387, 388 
remainder, personalty not the subject of, 413 
repugnant conditions, gift, on, invalidity of, 410 
restraint on alienation, how far invalid, 410-^12 
right of survivorship, attaches to joint tenancy of personalty, 403 
no application to partnership, 403 
to possession, as equivalent to ownership, 892 
Boyal fish, ownersUp of the Crown in, 402 

Prerogative, acquisition of ownership by, 402 
rule against perpetuities, executory bequest of chattels must not infringe, 

414 

servant, delivery to, for special purpose, effect of, 404, 406 
possession by, when as bailee, 892 

of master’s property by, effect of, 894 

Shelley'9 Ckup. application of rule of construction analogous to rule in, 414, 

415 

specific goods, loss of ownership by loss of possession of, 899 
purpose, delivery of chattel for, effect of, 404, 405 
stolen goods, revesting in owner after sale, 400 

propm:ty, legal possession of, may be in thief, 892 
stranger, owner’s title cannot be set up bv, 896 
sturgeon, ownership of the Crown as to, 402 

succession, acquisition of ownership by corporation aggregate by, 399 
individual may acquire ownership by, 399 
successive interests, creation of, 413 — 415 

survivorship, right of, attaches to joint tenancy of personalty, 403 
tame anim^, possession of, may be absolute, 392 
taxes, acquisition of ownership of, 402 
title, presumption of primd facie, from possession, 895 

pipgerty, to, not acquired against owner by reduction into possession^ 

treasure trove, ownership of the Crown in, 402 
trespasser, owner’s right to retake from, 897 

possession by, as foundati(»i of action of trespass, 894 
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trespasser, possession of chattels by, what will amount to, 894 
trusts, legal and beneficial ownership under, In whom vested, 898 
whale, ownership of the Crown in, 402 
wild animals, ownership acquired by capture, 392, 400 
Wills Act, 1837, personal estate ** under the, nature of, 389 

PLEADING, 

abatement, plea in, not allowed, 449 

abuse of process, power of the Court to stay action in, 436 
accord and satisfaction, how pleaded, 447 
account* particulars of, when ordered, 464 

special indorsement of claim for, statement of claim not required, 441 
stated or settled, how pleaded, 427, 428 
Admiralty, as to particulars of claim in, 464 
admission, all^ations, of, when presumed, 429 
adultery, particulars of charge of, 464 

aggravation of damage, plea of facts in, not necessary, 425, 426 
agreement, bare denial of, effect of, 431, 432 
allegations, admission of, when presumed, 429 

general denial of, insufficient, 429, 430 
of fact, denial of, how pleaded, 430, 431 
amendment, counterclaim or set-off, of, 438 

defects or errors, of, jurisdiction of the court as to, 440 
disallowance of, costs on, 438 
form of, 420, 421 

leave to make, power of the court as to, 438, 439 
marking of, 420, 421 

pleading on, 421 

pleadings, of, new ground if claimed raised by, 437 
provision as to, 438 

statement of claim, of, when without leave, 437 
when to be printed, 440 

appearance, defence in default of, time for delivery, 450 
application, leave to amend, for, how made, 439 

statement of claim, for, where writ indorsed for trial without 
pleadings, 441 

authority, want of, as a defence, 447 
belief, particulars of, may be ordered, 464 
breach of trust, how to be pleaded, 425 

particulars must be given in respect of alleged, 468 
brevity, pleadings must bo drawn with a view to, 421 
burden of proof, as to presumed facts, 426 
causo of action, contente of statement of claim os to, 142, 443 
Chancery Division, assignment of action to judge in the, 420 
claim, new ground of, raised by amendment of pleadings, 437 
claims, pleading of distinct, 428 
concealed fraud as a defence, 447 

condition of mind, allegation as to, how pleaded, 427 
may be alleged as a fact, 464 
precedent, particulars required of, 454 

presumption as to performance of, 426 
confession, defence by plaintiff, of, effect of, 450, 461 
conspiracy, particulars may be ordered of alleged, 464, 466 
contract, bare denial of, effect of, 431, 432 

fraud must be pleaded when a ground for rescission of, 431 
particulars relating to, must be pleaded, 455 
reference to, in pleading, 427 
contributory negligence, as a defence, 447 

particulars should support rlea of, 466 
conversations, how referred to in pleading, 427 
Conveyance Act, 1881, as a defence, 447 

costs, right to sign judgment for, on confession of defence, 460, 451 
counsel, petition under Law of Property Amendment Act, 1860, must be signed 
by, 421 

signing of pleading when settled by, 421 
counterclaim, amendment of, when, without leave, 438 

defence to^ arising after dedCence or reply, 469 
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counterclaim, defendant’s right to, 461 

pleading by way of, form of, 421 
county courts, pleading in, proc^ure, 419 

credit, statement of claim giving, particulars should be given, 455 

criminal cases, pleading in, 418 

cruelty, as to particulars of allegations of, 455 

damages, deemed to be put in usue unless expressly admitted, 430 

default in delivery of defence in action for pecuniary, effect of, 452 
general, admission of, must be express, 429 
no denial or defence necessary to claim for, 446 
particulars of, when not necessary, 455 

plea of facts in aggravation or mitigation of, not necessary, 425, 
426 

special, should be dealt with in defence, 446 
debt, default in delivery of defence in action of, effect of, 461, 452 
defence to action for, 446 
defamation, particulars must be pleaded, 456 

presumption as to malice in action for, 431 
default, delivery of defence, in, effect of, 461 — 463 
reply, in, effect of, 459 

in delivery of statement of claim, effect of, 445 
of appearance, defence in, time for delivery, 460 
defects, amendment of, jurisdiction of the court as to, 440 
defence, action for debt or liquidated demand, 446 

allegations as to plaintiff’s capacity mnst be specified in, 446 

arising after reply, effect of, 459 

claim on specially indorsed writ, to, 450 

to special damage should be dealt with in the, 446 
confession by plaintiff as to, effect of, 450, 451 
default in delivery of, effect of, 461-^53 
delivery in part, effect of, 463 

of further, by leave, time for, 460 
time for, 449, 450 
where writ specially indorsed, 441 
denial to allegations must be specified in, 445, 446 
ground of, arising after action brought, 460 

improper denial or admission in liability of defendant as to, 446 

not necessary to claim for damages, 446 

pursuant to order or default of appearance, 450 

special matters to be pleaded in, 446, 447 

statutory plea in, 448, 449 

defendant, non-appearance of, filing statement of claim on, 442 
delivery, as distinguished from service, 434 

of pleadings, procedure as to, 433, 434 
delusions, particulars as to, 456 

denial, allegation, of, joinder of issue operating as, 431 
when insufficient, 429 

contract, promise or agreement, of, effect when bare, 431, 432 
detemtion of goods, default in delivery of defence in action for, effect, of, 452 
distinct claims, must be separately and distinctly pleaded, 428 
district registry, marking of pleadings where action commenced in the, 421 
document, statement of contents of, in pleading, 427 
embarrassing matters, power to strike out, 434, 435 
equitable defences, right of defendant to set up, 447 

interest, particulars must be pleaded of, 455 
errors, amendment of, jurisdiction of the court as to, 440 
estoppel as a defence, 447 

evidence, pleading should not contain, 422, 423 
facts, material, what are, 423 

pleading must contain statement of, 422, 423 
presumed, pleading not necessary of, 425 
fair comment, particulars of basis of, must be pleaded, 455 
false entries, allegations of, must be particularised, 455, 456 
Fatal Accidents Act, particulars of claim under, 456 
folio, number of words comprising a, 422 
forms, use of prescribed, where possible, 424 
fraud, allegations of, must be specially pleaded, 432 

defence of, must be speci^dly pleaded, 446, 447 
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fraud, how to be pleaded, 425 

most be specially pleaded, 456 
fraudulent intention, allegation of, 427 

further and better particulars, power of the court to order, 426 
^ when ordered, 458 

Gaming Acts, as a defence, 447, 448 

f oods sold and delivered, particulars of, 456 
eirship pedigree, particulars of, must be pleaded, 456 
highway, plea of, extent of particulars required as to, 466 
husband and wife, joinder of claims against, 444 
illegal contracts, court will not enforce, 432 
illegality, as a defence, 448 

immaterial allegations, no particulars will be ordered of, 456 
indecent matters, power to strike out, 434, 435 
indorsement, amendment of, marking of, 420, 421 

special, amendment of claim the subject of, 837 
how far a pleading, 419 
inevitable accident as a defence, 448 

particulars not necessary of, 456 
infant, allegation not traversed by, effect of, 429 
inference of law, must be set out in pleadings, 424 
inferior courts, pleadings in, 419 

^urance, particulars in respect of, when ordered, 456 
intention, particulars as to, when not required, 456, 457 
joinder of causes, in action for recovery of land, leave required on, 444 
claims, by or against husband or wife, 444 

personal representatives, 414 
power of the court as to improper, 444 
defendants, present law as to, 443 
issue, effect as a denial, 431 
form of, 431 

parties, power of the court as to improper, 444 
judge, marking of name on pleadings, where action assigned, 420 
judgment, against one of two jointly liable, os a defence, 448 
justification, as a defence, 448 

particulars of facts relied on must be given, 457 
land, default in delivery of defence in action for recovery of, effect of, 452, 453 
defence of possession, in action for recovery of, 449 
joinder of causes in action for recovery of, leave required as to, 444 
recovery of, when title must be shown in action for, 468 
leave to amend, application for, 439 

order for, when becoming void, 439 
rules as to, 438, 439 

legal relationship, must be stated when existing, 424 

letter, not a pleading, 422 

letters, how referred to in pleading, 427 

libel, amendment of statement of claim for, when leave required, 437 
particulars of, where of great length, extent of, 467 
precise words of, must be pleaded, 427 
liquidated demand, default of delivery of defence in action for, 451, 452 
defence to action for, 446 

lump sums, particulars of claim or credit for, must be given, 457 
znalice, how alleged, 427 

particulars of, not necessary, 457 
presumed in action for defamation, 431 
marking, pleadings, of, provision for, 420 
material facts, what are, 423 

Mayor’s Court, liondo;n, pleadings in, how regulated, 419 

mesne profits, default in delivery of defence in action for recovery of land 
with, effect of, 452, 453 
misrepresentation, how to be pleaded, 425 

particulars relating to plea of, 457 
mitigation of damage, facts not necessary to be pleaded in, 425, 426 
money claims, particulars in, must be given, 457 
Money-lenders Act, 1900, as a defence, 448 

names of persons, disclosure may be ordered to complete the statemeiit» 458 
negligence, allegation of, extent of particulars of, 457 
non ott factum as a defence, 446 
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** not guilty ” bj statute^ when ma^ be pleaded, 449 
former plea of, 448 

notice, all^ation of, how set out, 427 

particalars of, must be given whan pleaded, 457 
offensive matters, power to strike out, 434, 485 
originating summons, not a pleading, 422 
paragraphs, division of pleading into, 421 
part performance, as a defence, 448 

particulars, cases illustrating the principles of the law as to, 454 — 459 
court mav order further and better, 428 
degree of particularity required from, 454 
extent of parties* rights to, 454 
function ox, 428, 458, 454 
when ordered, 453 

passing-off, nature of particulars in respect of, 467 
patents, particularB in actions relating to, 457 
payment into court, particulars of, 457 

pecuniary damages, default in delivery of defence in action for, effect of, 452 
personal representatives, joinder of claims against, 444 
plaintiff, tiUe to sue, as a defence, 448 
pleading, definition of, 419, 420 

may be struck out when showing no cause of action, 485, 436 
meaning of, as used in law, 418 
requisites of a good, 422, 423 
rules determining practice of. 419 

striking out when an abuse ox process of the court, 486 
pleadings, amendment of, 437 — 440 

conduct in early times, 418 

county courts, in, how regulated, 419 

court may order further and better, 428 

extent to which party bound by, 429 

form of, 420 

function of, 418, 419 

must be drawn with a view to brevity, 424 

in the prescribed form when possible, 424 
nature of statement in, 422 
objections to, 434 — 436 
order for, on summons for directions, 442 
sisnmture to, provision as to, 421 
when must be printed, 422 
point of law, how disposed of, 433 

may be raised on the pleadings, 433 
possession, facts which may be proved under plea of, 449 
plea of, in action for recovery of land, 449 
pTCBumptLon, as to admission of allegations, 429 
condition precedent, 426 
presumptions, when not to be pleaded, 425 
printing, amendments requiring, 440 

when necessary to pleadings, 422 
privilege, particulars of plea of, 457, 458 
prolixity, pleading must not be the subject of, 424 
promise, bare denial of, effect of, 431, 432 
rescission, decree of, date from which operating, 432 
recovery of land, title in action for, when must be shown, 458 
relief, statement of claim must specify claim for, 444, 446 
reply, contents of, 459 

default in delivery of, effect of, 469 
defence axisix^ after, effect of, 459 
delivery of, time for, 468, 469 
representative capacity, plaintiff, of, as a defence, 448 
ret judicata as a defence, 448 

right of way, extent of particulars required in action affecting, 458 
nues determining practice of pleading, 419 
scandalous matter, power of the court to strike out, 434, 435 
seduction, particulars in respect of, when ordered, 458 
set-off; amendment of, when without leave, 438 

defence to, arising after defence or reply, 469 
defendant*# right of, 451 
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set^ofiP, pleading by way of, form of, 821 

signattiTe, coansel or solicitor, of, most be appended to pleadings, 42X 
slander, precise words of must be pleaded, 427 
solicitor, indorsement of name and address of, 421 
special damage must be alleged, 458 

indorsement, amendment of claim the snbject of, 437 
how far a pleading, 419 

statement of claim not required in case of, 441 
specially indorsed writ, defence to claim on, 450 
procedure under, 441, 442 
time for delivery of defence to, 449, 450 
statement of account, how pleaded, 427, 428 

claim, amendment of, when without leave, 437 

application for, when writ indorsed for trial without |)l 
ings, 441 

contents as to plaintiff's cause of action, 442, 443 
default in delivery of, effect of, 445 
definition of, 440 

filing on non-appearance of defendant, 442 
form of, 420, 421 

grounds of relief, separate, how stated in, 445 
nature of, where there are several defendants, 443 

plaintiffs, 443 

parties named in, 442 

relief sought must be specified in, 444, 445 
tort, in, how limited, 443 
when not required, 440, 441 
Statute of Frauds Amendment Act, as a defence, 448 
as a defence, 448 

statute, pleading the general issue by, 448, 449 
Statute of Limitation as a defence, 448 

defence of, must be specially pleaded, 44B, 447 
stay of proceedings, where action an abuse of process of the couit, 436 
striking out, unnecessary or scandalous matter, of, provision for, 434, 436 
subsequent pleadings, delivery of, time for, 458, 459 
summary form, facts must be pleaded in, 423, 424 
summons for directions, order for pleadings on, 442 
time, delivery of defence, for, on default of appearance, 450 

to specially indorsed writ, 449, 460 
further defence by leave, for, 460 
reply or subsequent pleadings, for, 468, 459 
title, action for recovery of land, when to be shown, 468 
of the action, meaning of, 420 

tort, allegations in statement of claim in respect of, how limited, 443 

trade union, striking out as defendants, 444 

traverse, opponent’s case, of, procedure, 429 — 432 

typewriting, included in “ writing,” 422 

undue influence, how to be pleaded, 425 

unsound mind, allegations not traversed by person of, 429 

wilful default, how to be pleaded, 426 

work done, particulars of, must be given, 468 

writ of summons, special indorsement of, how far a pleading, 419 
specially indorsed, procedure under, 441, 442 
writing, including typewriting, 422 
wrongfiil di«»»i««al, particulars in respect of, 458 


rOLICF, 

absconding tenants, statutory powers of police as to, 604 
absence from duty, liability of constable for, 601 

accounts. Metropolitan Police Force, of^^jlacing before Parliament, 468, 

preparation and audit of, 468, 469 
against constable, limitation of time for, 499 
additional constables, power of chief constable of county to appoint, 496 
adoptive Act, powers of borough police under, 488 

advertisements, power of Commissioner of Metropolitan Police as to, 472 
agreement, consolidation of borough and county police forces by, 4W, 491 
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aiding constables, duty of prirate persons as to, 409 

aliens, statatory powers of police as to, 602 

animi^ statntory powers of police as to, 502 

annual police returns to be made to Home Secretary, 517, 518 

appeal, refusal or forfeiture of pension, from, 613 

to admit claim to compensation for damage by riot, 600 
approved service, meaning of, 610, 511 
army, statutory powers of, as to various matters, 502 
arrest. City Police, powers as to, 479 
constable’s power of, 497, 498 
handcuffs, when may be used on, 498 
persons under police supervision in the metropolis, 472 
without warrant, powers, 497, 498 
assault, constable, on, offence ot, 499, 600 

special constables, on, punishment for, 494 
assistance, as between different police forces, powers as to, 491 
Assistant Commissioners, duties vested in Commissioner of Metropolitan Police ] 

and the, 478 

Metropolitan Police, of, duties of, 473 
bail, powers of superior officers and constables as to, 605, 506 
statutory powers of police as to, in various matters, 602 
bankruptcy, payment of pension not affected by, 512, 613 
beadles, as constables in former times, 466 

bear baiting, power of the Commissioner of Metropolitan Police as to, 472 

betting, statutory powers of police as to, 502 

billiard licences, statutory powers of police as to, 602 

borough police, area of authority of, 487 

boroughs with separate, 486, 487 
consolidation of county and borough, 490, 491 
controlling author!^ of, 487 
development of, 486, 486 
disqualification at elections, extent of, 489 
employment as fireman, powers, 489 
fund, treasurer of, 488 
general duties of, 489 
how maintained, 487, 488 
powers of local authority as to, 488 
under the adoptive Act, 488 
statutory powers of, 488 
swearing in, 489 

borsholders, formation and duties of, 462 
brawling, statutory powers of police as to, 602 
bread, statutory powers of police as to, 602 
bribix]^ constable, liability of licensed victualler as to, 502 
broth^, statntory powers of police as to, 502 
canal police, appointment and dismissal of^ regulations as to, 495 
liability for neglect of duty, 496 
powers of, 495, 496 

appointment of special constables for service near, 494 — 496 
statutory powers of police as to, 602 
cattle driving, regulations as to, by whom made, 471 
statutory powers of police as to, 502 
certificates of efficiency, issue by the Home Secretary, 616, 517 
cMef constable, county police, of, by whom appoint^, 482 

disqualifications and privileges of, 484, 485 
duties and powers of, 484 
power to appoint additional constables, 490 
children, constable, of, provision for, 611, 612 
statntory powers of police as to, 602 
chimney-sweepers, licensing in metropolis, 471 

statutory powers of police as to, 603 
City of London, damage by riot in, police authority as to, 481 
distinct existence for police pnrposes, 478 
not within the Metropolitan Police District, 466, 467 
Police, sss Oi^ Police. 

Police, appointment of, 479 

control of, in whom vested, 478 

oo-operation with Metropolitan Police, powers^ 481 
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City Police fund, sources from which deriTed, 480 

not under control of Home Secretaiy^, 518 

Pension Fund, maintenance and management of, 480 

powers within the City, 479 

special allowance to disabled, 481 

superannuation of, 481 

treasurer of the, 480 

claimant, compensation for damage by riot, to, effect of conduct of, 508 
clerk of the peace, list of parish constables to be sent to, 464 
cluing hours, licensed yictuallers in metropolis, power of Commissioner of 
Pohee as to, 472 

clubs, Btjftutory powers of police as to, B03 
coal, statutory powers of police as to, 503 
Commissioner, City Police, of, appointment of, 478 

temporary Commissioner in 
absence of, 479 
as ea> officio justice, 478 
powers of, 479 

Metropolitan Police, of, as controller of public vehicles, 471 

ex officio justice, 469, 470 
governor of Metropolitan Police 
Force, 467 

grantor and registrar of licences, 
471, 472 

powers as to closing hours of licensed 
victuallers, 472 
efficiency of the force, 
470 

street traffic, 470 

compensation, damage by riot, for, 607, 508 

nature of the claim for, 508 
consolidation, county and borough police forces, 490, 491 

police force, of, power of the Home Secretary as to. 518 
** constable,** early use of term, 463 
constables, execution of search warrants by, 498 
general powers and duties of, 497 — 507 
handcuffs, when may be used by, 498 
liabilities of persons for offences against, 499, 500 
liability to action, extent of, 499 
metropolis, in, appointment, 473 

area of exercise of powers, 473 
attendance at court, 474 
duties of, 474 

not prevented from receiving rewards, 500 
of hundreds, creation and dnties of, 463 
payments to, duty as to, 499 

power to search without warrant, extent of, 498, 499 
powers of arrest of, 497, 498 
privileges and exemptions appertaining to, 500 
right to call on private persons for aid, 499 
statutory powers of, as to various matters, 502 — 504 
weekly rest day for, 601 
constablewick, definition of, 497 
costermongers, r^ulation in metropolis, 472 

county court, action for compensation for damage by riot to be brought in 
the, 609 

division of, into police districts, 483 
police, area of authority of, 482 

consolidation of borough and county, 490, 491 

control of, 482 

cost of, how defined, 483 

development of, 481, 482 

powers of standing joint committee over, 482, 483 
rules for government of, 483 
subordinate officials of, appointment of, 485 
powers, 485 

Criminal Investigation department, organisation of, 507 
criminals, statute^ powers of police as to, 503 
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customs aod excise, statutory powers of police as to, 608 
damage by riot, action in respect of, jnrUdiction, 609 

compensatory principle in respect of, 607, 608 
source of payment of compensation in respect of, 609 
declaration, made by special constables on appointment, 493 
deductions from pay, return to constable of, in what cases, 615 
detective departments, maintenance of, 606, 507 
disorderly persons, statutory powers of police as* to, 503 
disposition, police forces, of, 606, 507 
distress, statutory powers of police os to, 603 
dock police, appointment and powers of, 496 

dogs, muzzling orders os to, in metropolis, 472 * 

statutory powers of police as to, 503 
drunkards, statutory powers of police as to, 603 
elections, disqualiheation of borough police at, extent of, 489 
Metropolitan Police may not canvass at, 474 
statutory powers of police as to, 503 
entry and search, police powers of, 606 

Exchequer contribution, Metropolitan Police Fond, to, 475 
explosives, powers in the metropolis as to, 472 

statutory powers of police as to, 603 
factories and shops, statutory powers of police as to, 503 

fairs, unlawful, power of the Commissioner of Metropolitan Police os to, 472 
fees, metropolitan police courts, in, appropriation of, 476, 477 
right of parish constable as to, 465 
fine, statutory powers of police as to, 603 
fines, metropolitan police courts, in, appropriation of, 476 
fireman, employment of borough police as, 489 
food and drugs, statutory powers of police as to, 603 
fresh pursuit, constable’s powers as to, 498 
game, statutory powers of police as to, 603 

gaming, power of Commissioner of Metropolitan Police as to, 472 
statutory powers of police as to, 502 

gratuities, widow and children of constable may be entitled to, 511, 512 

gratuity, when incapacitated constable entitled to, 611 

hackney carriages, inspection of, in metropolis, 471 

handcuns, when may be used in arresting, 498 

harbour police, appointment and powers of, 496 

harbouring constable on licensed premises, offence of, 502 

hawkers, regulation in metropolis, 472 

statutory powers of police as to, 503 
headboroughs, formation and duties of, 462 
high constables, appointment and duties o^ 463 
highways, statutory powers of police as to, 603 
Home Secretary, annual returns to be made to, 617, 618 
appointment of inspectors by, 516 
appointments requiring approval of, 617 
as central police authority, 516 

controlling the Metropolitan Police Force, 467, 468 
certification of Exchequer contribution to Metropolitan Police 
F^d by the, 476, 476 
forces not under control of, 618 
issue of certificates of eflSciency by, 616, 517 
powers as to adjustment of pension funds, 518 

consolidation orders and agreements, 618 
formation of districts, 618 
Metropolitan Police, 518 
parish constables, 519 
Keceiver's accounts, 469 
special constables, 518, 519 
house duly, statutory powers of police as to, 503 
illegal spo^, statute^ powers of police as to, 503 
innkeepers, statutory powers of police as to, 508 
inspectors, police forces, of, appointment of, 516 

reports of, 616 

intoxicating liquors, statutory powers of police as to, 503 
justices, Tight of appointment of parish constables, 463 
Ubti, chief officer of police prMlegtd in respect of, 500 
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iioances, Ocnnmissloner of Metropolitan Police as grantor and registrar of, 
471, 472 

statutory powers of police as to, 504 

licensed Tictuallers, closing hours of, power of the Commissioners of Metro- 
politan Police as to, 472 
liability on bribing or harbouring constable, 602 
loans required by Metropolitan Police, how obtained, 469 
local authority, powers as to borough police, 488 

Lord's Day observance, power of Commissioner of Metropolitan Police as to, 
472 

lunatics, statutory powers of police as to, 604 
management, police forces, of, 506, 607 

mandamus, right of constable to, where police authority exceeds its jurisdic- 
tion, 613 

markets and fairs, statutory powers of police as to, 504 
medical certificate, when constable may retire on pension without, 610 
merchandise marks, statutory powers of police as to, 604 
messengers, granting of licences to, in the metropolis, 471 
Metropolitan Police, co-operation with City Police, powers, 481 

courts, appropriation of fines and fees received in, 476, 


in whom vested, 469 

Porce, appointment and duties of Kccciver of, 468 
area served by, 466, 467 
Commissioners of, 467, 468 
control of, 466 

disqualification of officials of, 468 

efficiency of, powers of Commissioners as to, 470 

formation of, 466 

Home Secretary as controller of, 467, 468 
fund, Exchequer contribution to, 475, 476 
sources from which obtained, 474 
motor cars, statutory powers of police as to, 504 
neglect of duty, liability of constable for, 601 
obstructing constable, offence of, 499, 500 
offence, fraudulently obtaining a pension, 613 
offences against constables, liability of offenders as to, 499, 600 
by constables, 501, 602 
parish constables, appointment of, 463, 464 

fees and allowances to be paid to, 465 
liability for neglect of duty, 466 

list of appointed, must be sent to the clerk of the peace, 
464 

no power to appoint in the City of London, 480 
not eligible for service in metropolis, 474 
persons exempt from serving as, 464 
powers of, 466 

qualification and disqualification for appointment, 464, 466 
to whom subject, 466 

Parliament, accounts of Metropolitan Police must be placed before, 468, 469 
pedlars, licensing in metropolis, 471 

statutory powers of police as to, 604 
penalties, offences against constables, for, 499, 500 
by constables, 502 

pension, appeal from refusal or forfeiture of, 613 
forfeiture of, grounds for, 512 
fund, investments in respect of, 516 

Pension Flind, Metropolitan Police Force, for the, appeal against refusal of 

grant from, 477 
nature of, 477 
relation of Commissioners 
to, 477 

2 >ension fund, sources of revenue of, 614 
treasurer of, 614 

incapacitated constable, for, rights, 611 
<fffence of fraudulently obtaining, 618 
payment and receipt of, 612, 613 
reduction of, when may be made, 512 
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pension, reduction pro ianto where constable entitled out of two funds, 514 
refusal of, liability of constable to, 618 
rejoining force, effect on payment of, 515 

return of deductions from pay where constable retires without, 516 
^ service entitling constable to retire on, 610 
superior ofQcers, of, provisions applying, 516 
suspension during other service, 614 

widow and children of constable may be entitled to, 611, 512 
petroleum, statutory powers of police as to, 604 
petty constables, appointment and duties of, 468 
pier police, appointment and powers of, 496 
poaching, statutory powers of police as to, 504 
police area, modincation of, 4o6 

authorities, what are, 506, 608, 610 
disposition and management of, 506, 507 
districts, division of counties into, 4BS 
force, establishing of the modern, 466 
gradations of rank in the, 605 
transition from old to modern, 466 
organisation, earliest forms of, 462 
preperty, omission to deliver up, liability for, 501 

unauthorised possession of, liability of constable for, 601 
602 

prosecutions, provisions as to, 605 
rate, appeal against assessment to, in metropolis, 475 
assessment in metropolis, 474, 476 
collection of, 476 
limitation of, 474 

special extra, right to impose in metropolis, 475 
statutory powers of, as to various matters, 602 — ^604 
supervision, arrest of persons in metropolis when under, 472 
poet office, statutory powers of police as to, 604 
property, powers of receiver of Metropolitan Police as to, 469 
prosecutions, police, provisions as to, 605 
prostitutes, statutory powers of police as to, 604 
public health, statutory powers of police as to, 604 

vehicles, control of, in Metropolitan Police area, 471 
works, appointment of special constables for service near, 494, 496 
railroads, appointment of special constables for service near, 49 i — 496 
railway police, appointment and dismissal of, regulations as to, 494, 495 
position of, 496 

railways, statutory powers of police as to, 604 
rank, reduction in, liability of constable to, 613 

Keceiver of Metropolitan Police, appointment of temporary receiver in absence 

of, 469 

creation of post of, 468 
duties of, 468 

powers as to property, 469 
preparation of accounts by, 468, 469 
treasurer of the force as, 467, 468 
reduction in rank, liability of constable to, 613 
refreshment houses, statutory powers of police as to, 504 
resisting constable, offence of, 499, 600 
retirement, superior officers, of, when compulsory, 516 
returns, annual, to be made to ECome Secretary, 617, 518 
rewards, constable may receive, 600 

riot, compensatory principle in respect of damage by, 507, 508 

conduct of claimant to compensation for damage by, effect of, 503 
damage by, City Police authority as to, 481 
river police, appointment and dismissal of, regulations as to, 495 
powers of, 496, 496 

Scotland Yard, organisation of departments at, 607 
search, police powers of entry and, 506 
powers of City Police as to, 479 
warrants, execution of, 498 

issue of, cases to which confined, 498 
Becretary of State, powers as to appointment of special constables, 498 
service beyond prescribed ptufiod, ^ect of, 615, 616 

^titling constable to peiision or gratuity,' 610 — ^616 
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ships, Btatatory powers of police as to, 60 i 
sboeblaclcs, gpranting of licences to, in metropolis, 471 
small tenements, statutory powers of police as to, 504 
special constables, allowances to, 493, 494 

annual appointment in boroughs, 492 
appointment at public undertakings, 494 —496 
in the City of London, 480 
of, 466 

method of, 492 
area of authority of, 493 
declaration required of, 493 
duration of appointment of, 493 
grounds for exercising power of appointment of, 492 
liability of persems eligible as parish constables to bt 
appointed, 492 

toetropolis, in, power to appoint, 474 

number which may be appointed, 492 

payment of, employed on public undertakings, 494 

power of authorities to appoint, 491 

powers of Home Secretary as to, 618, 619 

punishment for assault on, 494 

qualification of, 492 

stage carriages, inspection of, in metropolis, 471 

standing joint committee, powers as to county police, 482, 483 

street offences, statutory powers of police as to, 604 

traffic, power of Commissioner of Metropolitan Police as to, 470, 471 
statutory powers of police as to, 604 
Sunday obserrance, statutory powers of police as to, 604 
superannuation allowance, power as to, in the metropolis, 477 
City Police, of, 481 
general provisions as to, 609, 610 
superior officers, compulsory retirement of, 516 
tenants absconding, statutory powers of police as to, 504 
Thames traffic, reflation of, power of Commissioner as to, 471 
theatres and music-halls, statutory powers of police as to, 504 

unlicensed, power of the Commissioner of Metropolitan Police as to, 
472 

tithing men, formation and duties of, 462 

Town Police Clauses Act, 1847, powers of borough police under, 488 
Trafalgar Square, when brought within the Metropolitan Police area, 467 
treasurer, borough police fund, of, 488 
City Police, of the, 480 

Metropolitan Police Force, of, appointment of, 467, 468 
Tyne Improvement Commissioners, powers relating to police, 508, 510, 618 
universities, appointment of special constables at, 496 

unlawful fairs, power of the Commissioner of Metropolitan Police as to, 472 
watch committee, as controlling authority of borough police, 487 
duty to make returns as to regulations, 489 
watchmen as constables in former times, 466 
water bailiffs, appointment and powers of, 496 
weekly rest day, constables, for, provision for, 601 
widow, constable, of, provision for, 611, 612 


POOR LAW, 

absconding pauper, suspension of punishment if diseased, 610 
access, pauper, to, on appeal against removal order, 603 
accident, meaning of, 692 

pauper, to, non-liability of guardians for, 661 
accounts, duty of guardians to keep, 660, 551 
additional guardians, power of ^ardians to elect, 538 
adjustments, property and liabilities, of, power of the Local 
Board as to, 625 

admission to workhouse, casual paupers, of, 668 
regulation of, 669, 560 

adopted child, escape of, offence of inducing or assisting, 569 

adoption of children, provision for, 568, 569 

afll^tiooL orders, payments to guardians of sums due under, 678 


Government 
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alieiiB» statoB of irremovabil/ty acquired on arrival by, 590 
when deemed rognea and vagabondB, 618 
alteration of union, payment of anperannuation allowance on, 548 

power of the Local Government Board as to, 553, 554 
annual return, superannuation allowances and gratuities, of, 548 
annuitants, pauper, right of guardians in respect of, 572 
appeal, against conviction under the Vagrancy Act, 1824... 615, 616 
removal order, abandonment of, 604 

by special case, 605, 606 
costs of, 605 

duty to lodge statement of grounds of, 603, 604 

finality of judgment on, 605 

hearing of, 605 

notice of, 608 

time for, 608 

where union in several jurisdictions, 603 
who may, 602, 603 

suspension of removal order, time for, 599 
costs of, under the Vagrancy Act, 1824... 616 
old age pension, relating to, to what authority, 622, 623 
apprenticeship, guardians’ power to bind poor children in, 565, 566 
settlement by residence under, 581, 682 
test of, as affecting settlement, 582 

transfer of service under contract of, settlement not affected 
by, 682 

arbitration, reference of dispute as to removal order to, 606 

areas, alteration of, powers as to, 627 

arrest, powers under the Vagrancy Act, 1824... 615 

resisting, as a rogue and vagabond, liability, 614 

an idle and disorderly person, offence of, 610 
assault, officers, on, offence of, 545 

asylums, power of coimty councils as to provision of, 628 
audit, Sardians’ accounts, of, extraordinary, powers as to, 661 

provision for, 561 

bastard child, payments to guardians under affiliation orders, 573 
settlement of, 688, 589 
beggars as idle and disorderly peersons, 609 

fraudulent, treatment as rogues and vagabonds, 611 
birth, settlement by, duration of, 677, 578 

exceptions as to, 678, 579 
board of guardians, tee gpiardians. 

boarding out of children, power of guardians as to, 565 
bonds, exemption from stamp duty, 536 

borrowing powers, guardians, of, for purposes of workhouses, 556, 557 

sanction required to, 587, 638 
managers of Metropolitan Asylums Board, 538 
burials, duty of overseers as to, 530 
casual paupers, admission of, 568 
definition of, 667 
relief, power to grant, 667 
ward, meaning of, 667 

wards, metropolis, in, provMon of, 567, 568 

use of, in Metropolitan Asylums Board, 562 
eertiorarif removal of order of Local Government Board to High Court by, 623 
chairman of guardians, appointment of, 538 
chaplain, appointment, duties and removal of, 542, 543 
chargeability, felons and vagrants, of, 591 

person actually in receipt of relief, of, 590, 591 
charitable institution, settlement not gained by residence in, 580 
child, adoption of deserted, 568, 569 
age of emancipation of, 596 

apprenticing of, power of guardians as to, 565, 566 
boarding out of, power of guardians as to, 56|S 
reception of, duty of guardians as to, 587 
removal of, rules as to, 594 

when not as deck passenger, 602 
settlement of, 578 

by parentage, 688, 589 
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child, settlement of, when orer sixteen, 589 

under seven, when may be removed, 695 
sixteen, when removable, 595 

Children Act, 1908, proceedings under, power of guardians as to, 541 

children, visitors of, appointment of, 544, 645 

clerk to guardians, appointment and duties of, 642, 643 

liability of, on failure to make return, 538 
common fund, contributions to, apportionment of, 649, 650 
payments to be made out of the, 549 

power of guardians to charge costs of proceedings to, 640, 641 
poor xnnd, metropolis, purposes for which raised, 660 
CO] Apensation of officers for loss of office, 648 
conx^ences, expenses of attending, powers, 648 
constable. City of London, of, powers as to destitute persons, 668 
metropolitan, powers as to destitute persons, 667, 668 
contracts by guardians, provisions relating to, 635, 536 
contributions, common fund, to the, apportionment, 54^ 550 

enforcement of, 649, 550 

conviction, second, as a rogue and vagabond, liability on, 614 
copyholds, acquisition and enfranchisement for purpose of workhouses, 668 
corporal punishment, forbidden in workhouses, 660, 561 
corporations, power to sell lands for provision of workhouses, 667, 668 
cost of relief, recovery of, 670 — 673 

costs, appeal under the Vagrancy Act, 1824, statute applicable to, 616 
county councils, grants to guardians by, 528 

position as poor law authorities, 681 
powers as to election of guardians, 631 
fund, payment to ^ardians out of, 528 
criminal lunatic, inquiry for purpose of removal in case of, 597 
Crown lands, settlement by renting not gained by occupation of, 586 
damage, clothing by pauper, to, offence of, 613 
debts, overseers* right to contract, 630 
depositions, retention of, relating to order for removal, 697 
deputations, power of guardians to send, 549 
derivative settlement, acquisition by child, 688 
deserted children, adoption of, 568, 669 
wives, removal of, rule as to, 696 

deserting family, information as to offence of, when to be laid, 610, 611 
offence of, 610 

workhouses, from, offence of, 562 

desertion, powers of guardians as to property of person guilty of, 670, 671 
detention of pauper, provision for, 661 
disorderly pauper, liability of, 608, 609 
dispensaxiea, London, provision of, 557 

disputes between guardians, submission to Local Government Board, 525 
dissolution, union, of, effect of, 664, 566 

position of guardians on, 565 

power of the Local Government Board as to, 663, 654 
transfer of property on, 665 

district committees, appointment in scattered parishes, 634, 535 
doenments, exemption from stamp duty, 636 
doable tenancies, as affecting settlement by renting, 686 
election of guaroians, 681 

effect of failure to make, 633 
powers of county councils as to, 628 
emigration, poor persons, of, power of guardians to assist, 666 
smeuumente, meaning of, 646 

estate, settlement by, nature of qualification, 682 — 684 
not obtained by fraud, 684 

estoppel, settlement by, justice’s order as effecting, 68P, 690 
evidence, order of Local Government Board, of, 626 
settlement, of,’ relief as, 690 
expenses, when offenders liable for payment of, 616 
exposing the persom offence of, 611 
wounds, offence of, 611 

fathers, liability for maintenance of children, 678, 674 
felons, chargeability of, 691 
fartune-telling, offence of, 612 
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fraud, application for relief, in, liability, 608 
fraudulent beggars, treatment as rogues and ragabonds, 611 
friendly society, out relief to member of, extent of, 661 
gambling, public places, in, offence of, 613 
grants, guardians, to, by county councils, 528 
in London, 629 

guardians, appointment of overseers by, 680 

visiting committee by, 669 
as statutory local and spending authorities, 635 
borrowing powers of, for purposes of workhouses, 556, 567 
sanction required to, 537, 538 
constitution of, 630, 581, 536 

proof of, in legal proceedins^, 689 
contracts by, provisions relating to, 635, 536 
control of unions by, 624 

disputes between, submission to Local Government Board, 626 
documents relating to transactions of, exempt from stamp duty. 


duties, powers and liabilities of, 685 — 589 
duty as to appointment of officers, 642 — 544 
granting relief, 563 
management of workhouses, 668, 559 
offences against servants, 641 
to keep accounts, 560, 651 
make returns, 588 
election of, 531 

power of county councils as to, 528 
grants to, duty of county councils to make, 628 
jurisdiction of, 641 

liability for disobedience to orders of Local Government Board, 
627 


torts of officers, 546 
meeting of, notice required as to, 534 
meetings and proceedings of, how regulated, 533, 534 
non-liability for accidents to paupers, 561 
payments by, of solicitors’ costs, 641 
when to be made, 536 
position on dissolution of union, 556 

power as to property of person guilty of desertion, 570, 671 
to adopt deserted children, 568, 569 
assist boys to join the navy, 566 

the emigration of poor persons, 566 
bind poor children in apprenticeship, 5G5, 566 
board out children, 565 
consent to removal, 691 
obtain maintenance orders, 571 
reimburse Injured officers, 545 
relieve by way of loan, 566, 567 
send deputations, 549 
subscribe to hospitals, 537 
powers as to pauper’s property, 670 
proceedings for protection of property by, 540 
profit not to be made by, penalty, 536 
qualifications and disqualifications of, 532 
reception of children and young persons by, duty as to, 587 
resignation of, consent required on, 533 
right to incur expenses in collecting information, 537 
rights as to pauper annuitants, 572 
rural districts, in, 531 
term of office of, 633 

Guernsey, removal to, when order made for, 601 
hospitals, subscriptions to, power of guardians to make, 537 
house-breaking tools, offence of possession of, 613 
husband and wife as competent and compellable witnesses, 615 
husbands, liability for maintenance of chudren, 673, 574 
idle and disorderly persqps, punishment of, 609, 610 

who may be, 607 — 610 

illegitiinate child, desertion by mother, offence of, 610 
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illegitimate child, liability on neglect to maintain, 608 
settlement pf, 578 

whence derived, 676 

incorrigible rogues, punishment of, 614, 616 

who may be treated as, 614, 616 
indecent exhibitions, liability of offenders making, 611 
mdoor pauper, definition of, 629 

mformation, expense of collecting, guardians may incur, 637 
inmates, workhouses, of, classification, of, 560 

management of, 668 — 560 
religious instruct luii of, 661, 662 
treatment of, 660, 661 

inquiries, inspector may be authorised to hold, 628 

power of Local Government Board to hold, 625 
inspectors, appoifitment of, 637 

powers and duties of, 627, 628 
workhouses, of, power to appoint, 669 
insured person, grant of outdoor relief to, extent of, 664 
intoxicating liquor, introduction into workhouses forbidden, 660 
Ireland, removal of native of, when by consont, 602 
to, when order made for, 601 

irremovability, settlement not conferred by status of, 580, 692 
status of, when attaching, 591, 592 
Isle of Man, removal to, when order made for, 601 
Jersey, removal to, when order made fur, 601 
judgment on appem against removal order, finality of, 606 
jurisdiction, guardians, of, 641 

justices, appearance in proceedings by guardians before, 639, 640 
of the peace, poor law powers of, 529 
labour, workhouses, in, provision for, 661 
land, acquisition for purposes of workhouses, 557, 558 
legal proceedings by guardians before ]ustices, appearance, 639, 6i0 

provisions as to, 639 — 641 
living on prostitutes, offence of, 611, 612 
loan, relief by, power of guardians as to, 566, 667 

liOC^ Government Board, appointment and removal of officers by, 641 — 514 

of inspectors by, 527 
as old age pension authority, 621 
constitution of unions by, 653 
disobedience to orders of, liability for, 627 
institution of inquiries by, 626 
power as to election of guardians, 531 
to make orders, 625 

reference of dispute as to settlement to, 605 
sanction of, how proved, 524 
submission of differences to, 625 
supreme control of, 524 
ZiOndon, grants In relief of the poor in, 529 
• workhouses in, provisions as to, 657 
loss of office, compensation of officer for, 548 
lunatic, criminal, inquiry for purpose of removal in case of, 697 
paupers, provision of asylums for, 628 
removal to an asylum, 694 
settlement of, 677 

lying-in -hospital, expenses of removal from, by whom payable, 67D 
settlement of child born in, 679 
maintained,** meaning of, 668 

tnaiatenance, family, of, liability for neglect to provide, 607 
liability of husbands and fathers for, 673, 674 
married woman for, 674 
orders, liability of seamen under, 672 
soldiers under, 672 
power of guardians to obtain, 671 
persons liable in respect of, 673 
recovery of cost of, under removal order, 699 
repayment to appellant against removfld ordcfi 605 
marriage settlement by, how acquired, 587, 588 
Xiature of, 688 
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nuunried couples, woorkhcmseB, in, provisiona relatlni^ to, 500 
woman, liability for maintenance of husband, 574 
master of workhouse, appcdntment and duties of, 542 — ^644 
medical officers, appointment, duties and removal of, 642, 648 

practitioner, payment to, for notification of dise^e not a disqualifica- 
tion as guardian, 632 

meetings, guardians, of, notice required as to, 684 

proceedings at, how regulated, 533, 584 
metropolis, borrowing powers of guardians in the, 688 
Metropolitan Asylums Soard, borrowing powers of managers of, 538 

constituuon and management of, 662 
powers and duties of, 662 
provision of workhouses by, 667 
use of casual wards, 652 
casual wardSj provision of, 667, 668 
common poor fund, purposes for which raised, 660 
mortgage, stamp duty not payable by guardians on a, 536 
National Insurance Act, 1911, relief to person entitled under the, 6C4 
navy, assisting boys to join the, powers, 666 
neglect to maintain family, liability in respect of, 607 

ill^itimate child, liability of mother, 608 
notice, appeal, of, against removal order, when to be given, 603 
chargeability, of, time for, 699 
meeting of guardians, of, provision as to, 534 
notices, removal, authentication and service of, 599 
nurse, appointment and removal of, 642 — 644 

objections to grounds of removal or appeal, when not allowed, 604 
offences, prosecution in respect of powers, 540 
officer, assault on, offence of, 545 

compensation for loss of office, 548 
default by guardians in appointment of, effect of, 542 
officers, appointment and duties of, 541, 642 

of, when under seal, 543 
contribution to superannuation fund, 546 
duty of guardians os to appointment of, 542 — 544 
forfeiture of right to claim from superannuation fund, 647 
liability of dishonest, 645 

disobedient, 645 
guardians for torts, of, 646 
persons covered by the term, 642 
qualification and dismissal of, 542 
reimbursement of injured, power of guardians, 545 
removal of, 644 

right to benefit from superannuation fund, 647 
old age pension, appeals relating to, to what authority, 622, 623 
authorities for administering the, 621 
calculation of yearly means for purposes of, 617, 618 
claims and questions as to, by whom dealt with, 621 
conditions entitling persons to receipt of, 616, G17 
court may disqualify person entitled to, 619, 620 
discontinuance of payment of, powers as to, 622 
disqualifications for, 618, 619 

false statement for purposes of obtaining, offence of, 620 

imprisonment as a bar to receipt of, 619 

local pension committee, appointment of, 621 

lunacy as affecting right to, 619 

meaning of, 616 

nationality as affecting right to, 617 
not assignable, 620 

queatiems as to, when may be raised, 621, 622 
rate of, 620 

regulations for administering th^ 621 
repayment of, when may be oraered, 620 
residence as qualification for, 617 

erdexe, XiOcal Qovernmont of, liability for disobedience of, 527 

nature of general, 526 
power to make, 525 
proof of, 626 
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orders, Ijocal Government Board, of, pablioation of, 526 

testing validity of, 526 
orphans, when exempt from removal, 695 
out relief, as alternative for relief in workhouse, 668 
form in which to be given, 563 
grant to insured person, extent of, 564 

member of friendly society, extent of, 561 
overseer, power to give order to admit to the workhouse, 530 
overseers, appointment of, 530 

duty to relieve in urgent cases, 529, 630 
of ^e poor, origin of, 523 
power to contract debts, 630 
palmistry, offence of telling fortunes by, 612 
parentage, settlement by, how acquired, 588, 689 
parish, alteration of, settlement not affected by, 677 

lands, settlement by renting, not gained by occupation of, 586 
what is included in term, 592 
parochial system, origin of, 623 

pauper, access to, on appeal agsdnst removal order, 603 

accidents to, non-liability of guoi'dians for, 661 
annuitants, right of guardians as to, 672 
damage to clothing by, offence of, 613 
delivery of, after removal order, 600 
deserting in transit, liability of officer, 600 
detention of, provision for, 561 
disorderly, liability of, 608, 609 
lunatics, provision of asylums for, 528 
settlement of, 677 

maintenance in houses and institutions other than workhouscs» 664, 
665 

misbehaviour by, evidence of, 561 
property of, guardians* powers as to, 570 
refusal to perform task, offence of, 564 

receive under warrant of removal, penalty, 600 
return of, after removal, liability, 601 
paupers, persons liable for maintenance of, 673 
payments, guardians, by, when to be made, 536 

sums certified by district auditor, of, enforcement of, 55 i 
pedlars, unlicensed, as idle and disorderly persons, 609 
penalty, conviction as an idle and disordeiiy pei*son, on, 609, 610 
deserting or running away from workhouse, 662 
failure by clerk to guardians to m?ike return, 538 
inducing or assisting in escape of adopted cliild, 669 
liability of dishonest officers to, 646 
disobedient officers to, 646 
guardians on making profit to, 536 
offender to, for assault on officer, 646 
offences against workhouse rules, for, 569 
permanent disability, meaning of, 593 
poor law offences, prosecution for, powers, 640 

Poor Law Union Association, subscription to, power to make, 618, 649 
poor laws, complexity of the, 623 
porter, appointment and removal of, 512 — 644 
previous conviction as idle and disorderly person, offence of, 610 
prison breakers, offence committed by, 614 
settlement of child born in, 579 
prisoners, examination of, for purpose of removal order, 697 
relief to released, powers as to, 669, 670 
proceedings, guardians before justices, by, appearance, 639, 640 
by, provisions as to, 639 — 641 
protection of property, for, powers, 640, 641 
profft, liability of guardians on making, 536 
property, acquisition of, power of guardians as to, 636 
pauper, of, power of guardians as to, 570 

person guilty of desertion, power of guardians as to, 670, 671 
protection of, proceedings by guardians for, 640, 541 
proseontion, poor law offences, for, powers, 640 
proBtitates, as Idle and disorderly persons, 609 
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orostitatea, li/ing' oa, offence of, 611 

provisional orders, power of the liocal Government Board as to, 627 
^‘public taxes or levies,’* meaning* of, 586, 687 
punishment, idle and disorderly persons, of, 609, 610 
incorrigible rogues, of, 614, 615 
rpgucs and vagabonds, of, 614 

rates and taxesi, extent to which workhouse rateable for, 558 
rating, settlement by, how acquired, 580 
released prisoners, relief to, provisions as to, 569, 570 
relief, and see out relief. 

by way of loan, power of guardians as to, 666, 667 
casual, power to grant, 567 

charg^bility of persons actually in receipt of, 590, 591 
child of widow, to, how treated, 574 
duty imposed upon guardians as to, 563 

of the overseers in urgent cases, 529, 530 
fraudulent applicants for, liability of, 608 
grant to able-bodied strikers illegal, 563 
of the poor, complexity of the law relating to, 523 
released prisoners, to, provision for, 569, 670 
religion, instruction of inmates in, 561, 562 
removal^ children under seven, when may take place, 595 
sixteen, of, rule as to, 595 
criminal lunatic, of, inquiry in case of, 597 
liOCal Government Board no power as to law of, 624 
lunatic pauper, of, to an a‘<yluiu, 694 
order, abandonment of, power of guardians as to, 698 
appeal against, 602 — 606 

authentication and service of notices relating to, 599 
by whom made, 696 

obtained, 696 

delivery of pauper on, 600 
disregarding, liability of pauper for, 608 
effect of making, 593 

examination of prisoners for purpose of, 597 

Ireland and Scotland, to, how obtained, 601, 602 

nature and making of, 597 

notice of chargeability to be given after, 699 

place out of England, for removal to, how obtained, 601 

recovery of cost of maintenance under, 599 

reference of differences as to, to arbitration, 606 

refusal to receive pauper under, offence of, 600 

retention of depositions relating to, 697 

suspension of power of justices as to, 598, 599 

when may be made, 590 

person has not acquired a settlement in England, 601 
origin of law; of, 574, 676 
orphans, of, exemption as to, 696 
power of guardians to consent to, 591 

residence for one year as basis for grant of warrant for, 592, 593 
return of pauper after, liability for, 601 
temporary sickness not a ground for, 591, 692 
unlawful, liability in respect of, 600 
warrant for, when cannot be granted, 591, 592 
when not as deck passengers, 602 
widows, of, rule as to, 594 
wife and children, of, rule as to, 594 
renting, settlement by, how acquired, 694, 693 

nature of tenancy to acquire, 685 
“ resided,” meaning of, 692 

residence, charitable institution, in, settlement not gained by, 580 
computation of one year’s, 693, 694 
meaning of, when relating to settlements, 682 
for one year as basis of grant of warrant for removal, 592, 593 
aettlement by, 579 

nature of, 679, 680 

under contract of apprenticeship, 581, 682 
who may acquire, 581 
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residence, temper^ absence not necessarily a break of, 699 
within ten miles,*’ meaning ot, 684 
resignation, guardians, of, consent required on, 633 
resisting arrest as an idle and disorderly person, offence of, 610 
a rogue and vagabond, liability, 614 
returns, duty of guardians to make, 638 
rogue and vagabond, punishment of, 614 

second conviction as, liability on, 614 
who may be treated as, 610—614 
rules, workhouse, penalty for offences against, 669 
running away from workhouses, offence of, 562 
rural districts, district councillors as guardians in, 631 
schoolmaster, appointment and duties of, 642 — 544 
Scilly, removal to, when order made for, 601 
Scotland, order for removal to, when made, 601 
sea-fishing service, apprenticing boys in the, regulations as to, 66b 
seaman, recovery of maintenance of wife and family of absent, 672 
untrue confession of desertion by, offence of, 613 
search warrant, power to issue under the Vagrancy Act, 1824... 615 
servants, liability to contribute to superannuation fund, 546 
offences against, duty of guardians as to, 541 
service occupiers, settlement by renting not obtained by, 686 
settlement, acquisition of, 674, 576 

alteration of parish as not affecting, 677 
bastard child, of, 688, 589 
birth, by, duration of, 677, 578 

exceptions as to, 578, 679 
children, of, 678 

over sixteen, of, 588, 689 
derivative, how obtained, 676 
estate, by, nature of qualification, 682 — 584 
estoppel, by, justices’ order as effecting, 689, 690 
how may be lost, 676 

illegitimate child, of, whence derived, 676 
Local Government Board, no power as to law of, 524 
marriage, by, how acquired, 687, 588 
meaning of, 674 

nature of marriage to confer, 688 
origin of law of, 674, 676 
original, how obtained, 676 
parentage, by, how acquired, 688, 689 
pauper lunatics, of, 677 
rating, by, how acquired, 686 
reference of dispute as to, 606 
relief as evidence of, 590 
renting and rating by, inter-relation of, 684 
by, double tenancies as affecting, 685 
how acquired, 594, 695 
nature of tenancy to acquire, 586 
not by parish lands, 686 

gained by toll-keepers, 586 
obtained by service occupiers, 686 
of Crown lands, 686 
residence, by, 679 

nature of, 579, 580 
who may ac<|uire, 681 
In charitable institution does not gain, 580 
under contract of apprenticeship as qualification for, 681, 
682 

status of irremovability does not confer a, 580 
transfer of service under contract of settlement as not affecting, 
682 

unions, in, power of guardians to agree as to, 577 
** sickness,” meaning of, 502 
soldiers, liability under maintenance orders, 671 
solicitor’s costs, payment by guardians, provision as to, 541 
special case, appeal against removal order by, 605, 606 
spiritaalists, liabUity to punishment, 618 
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ataxnp duty, exemption of ffnardiaas* documents from, 686 
etrikexe, relief to able-bodied, illegality of, 668 ^ 

eabsoription, Poor Law Union Association, to, powers, 648, 649 
snbscriptions, hospitals, to, guardians may make, 687 
snperanniiation allowance, forfeiture of right to claim, 647 

payment on alteration of union, 548 
fund, annuid return of allowances from, duty of guardians as 
to, 648 ^ 

contribution of officers to, 646 
repayment of contributions to, 647, 548 
right of officers to benefit from, 547 
scale of allowance from, 647 
suspected persons, liability of, 612, 613 
tas^ refusal of pauper to perform, offence of, 564 

temporary absence, period of residence not necessarily broken by, 592 
term of office, guardians, of, 633 

time, computation for purpose of residence, 693, 694 

tithe rentcharge, redemption where land purchased for workhouse, 568 

toll-keepers, settlement by renting not gained by, 686 

torts, liability of guardians for officer's, 546 

trade union, not a benefit or friendly society, 572, 573 

treasurer of the union, appointment, duties, liabilities and remuneration of. 
543 

union, alteration of, status of irremovability not affected by, 596 
dissolntion of, effect of, 654, 655 

position of guardians on, 555 
transfer of property on, 556 
or alteration of, 563, 564 
division into medical districts, 543 
origin of the, 624 

unions, combination of, powers as to, 553 
conatitntion of, 553 
names of, power to change, 653 

settlement in, power of guardians to agree as to, 577 
unlawful removal, liability in respect of, 601 
yagrant, ebargeability of, 691 
meaning of, 606, 607 

Tice-chairman of guardians, appointment of, 533 

tenure of office of, 638 
visitation of workhouses, provision for, 559 
visiting committee, appointment of, 559 
visitors of children, appointment of, 544, 545 
wandering without visible means, offence of, 611 
widows, relief to children of, how treated, 574 
powers, 567 

removal of, rule as to, 694 
wife, removal of, deserted, rule as to, 595 
rule as to, 594 

settlement of, how acquired, 587, 688 
witnesses, husband and wife as competent and compellable, 615 
women, removal of, when not as de(^ passengers, 602 
workhouse, parish in which situate, 668 
workhouses, acquisition of land for purposes of, 557, 558 
admission to, how regulated, 630, 659, 560 
borrowing powers of guardians for purposes of, 556, 667 
corporal punishment forbidden in, 660 
deserting or running away from, offence of, 562 
discipline and diet in, 660 
intoxicating liquor forbidden in, 560 
labour in, provision for, 561 
London, special provisions as to, 567 
management of, duty of guardians as to, 558, 659 
married couples in, provisions as to, 560 
power to provide, 666, 556 
rateability of, 568 

rules of, pen^ty for offences against, 559 
treatment of inmates in, 560, 561 
SisltaUotL of^ provision for, 659 
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wounds, offence of exposing, 611 

writ of oerHorarii remoyal of order of Local Goyemment Board to Hiffh 
Ck)iirt, 626 ^ 

Ifoong {Arsons, reception of, dnij of guardians os to, 687 

POST OFFICE, 

accounts, duty of Postmaster-Qeneral as to, 63i 
additional postal facilities, power of Postmaster -General as to, 6i9, 650 
Assistant Postmaster-General, power to appoint, 628 
audit, post office accounts, of, provision for, 634 
bimks, position in respect to collection of postal orders, 649 
Bill, submission by Postmaster-General to Parliament for compulsory powers, 
procedure, 636, 636 

blind, special rates of postage where packets are for use of the, 638 
“ Briti^ Islands,” meaning of, 631 
British possessions, establishment of posts in, 667 
meaning of, 631 

Canada, special rates of postage for newspapers to, 646 
canal boats, carriage of letters by, forbidden, 632, 633 
coin, marking of postal packets containing, 6 43 
colonial packets, rates of postage for, control of, 638 
common carriers, carriage of letters by, forbidden, 632 
communication by post, legal effect of, 667, 668 
compensation for loss of registered postal packet, nature of, 613 
compromise, power of the Postmaster -General to, in respect of fines or forfei- 
tures, 668 

compulsory purchase of land, sanction required to, 636 

conduct of business, regulations as to, power of the Treasury, 636, 637 

constable, duty to remove obstructor from post offices, 667 

contraband gobds, detention of, powers, 644 

conveyance of mails, statutory provision for, 661 

Crown, vesting of post office revenue in the, 633 

customs officer, duty as to mails carried by inward bound ship, 666, 656 
dangerous matter, sending by post, offence of, 062 
delivery, postal packets, of, order of, 643 
despatch, postal packets, of, order of, 643 

Duchy of Lancaster, sale to Postmaster-General of lands belonging to the. 
636 

early closing, extent of application of Shop Hours Act, 1911, as to, 645 
evidence, admissibility of letters in, where dealt with, 658, 669 
exemption, privileged persons’ letters, of, offences relating to, 660 
shipowners’ letters, as to, offences relating to, 660 
exemptions, how determined, 639 

statutory, from postage, 640 — 642 
expenses, Postmaster-General, of, how paid, 634 
express packets, provision for sending, 613 
ficUtious stamp, meaning of, 665 

stamps, offences relating to, 665 
fines, recovery of, provision for, 668 

foreign countries, arrangements with, power to make, 667 
packets, rates of postage for, control of, 638 
parcels, application of Customs Acts to, 664 
meaning of, 664 

forfeitures, recovery of, provision for, 668 

halfpenny packet, definition of, 613 . 

increment value duty, post office not exempt fiom payment of, 029 
indecent matter, powers as to, 644 

indemnity of Postmaster-General by person establishing a post or telegraph 
office, 660 

indictments, citing of Postmaster-General in, form of, 669 
** inland,” meaning of, 638 
inland rates, scale of, 638 

Inland Kevenue, stamping of covers and envelopes by, powers, 040 
interference with letters, offence of, C63 

land, acquisition for purposes of post office, powers, 634, 636 
compulsory purchase of, sanction required, 633 
disposition of, power of Postmaster-General as to, 636 
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land, sale to Fostmaster^General when belonging to the Doohj of Lancasfer«) 
6S6 

vesting in Postmaster-Qeneral, 684 
*• land/’ meaning of, 634 

legal proceedings, otherwise than under Post Office Act, 1906... 669 
power of Postmaster-General as to^ 668, 669 
letter boxes, causing injury to, offence of, 666, 667 
carriers, offences by, 663, 664 
definition of, 630 

totters, collection of excepted, forbidden, 632 

exceptions relating to monopoly of carriage of, 631, 632 
interference with, offence ox, 662 

offences and penalties relating to the carriage and delivery of, 633 
persons forbidden to carry, collect or deliver, 632 
libellous matter, powers as to, 644 

lists, registration, exhibiting at or near post office, provision as to, 645 
local authorities, power of Postmaster-General to arrange with, for additional 

S ostal faci- 
Ities, 649, 
650 

to establish 
post or tele- 
graph office^ 
650 

to contribute towards now or enlarged post office pro- 
mises, 650, 651 

ZoTidon Gazette, publication of post office regulations in the^ 636, 637 
loss, postal packet, of, non-liability of Postmaster-General for, 642 
registered postal packet, of, compensation for, nature of, 643 
mail bag, definition of, 654 

retention by fraud, offence of, 661, 662 
carriages, exemption from tolls, 656 
coaches, duty of railway company as to, 652 
meaning of, 651 

mails, conveyance of, statutory provisions for, 651 
inland, conveyance by rail, powers, 651 

master of ship, duty as to carriage of mails when outward or inward boundL 
664, 666 

liability for interfering with letters, 663 

in respect of carriage of mails, 655 
remuneration of, for carriage of mails, 656 
money orders, fraudulent issue of, offence of, 664 
issue of, provision for, 648 
not negotiable instruments, 649 
regulations as to, 648 

monopoly of Postmaster-General as to postal packets, 631 — 633 

exceptions to, 631, 632 
offence of infringement of, 660 
National Insurance Act, 1911, duties of the post office under, 628 

Telephone Co., Ltd., business of, transferred to post office, 627 
negotiable instrument, postal or money order not a, 649 
Newfoundland, special postal rates for newspapers to, 646 
newspaper, definition of, 647 

newspapers, maximum rate of postage for, to places out of the British Isles, 638 
not within the definition, 647 

postal rates for Canada and Newfoundland, 646 
rates for, 646 

register of, power of Postmaster-General as to, 647 
registration of, provision for, 647 

notices, r^istraiion, exhibiting in or near post office, provisions as to, 645 
nuisance, telegraph wires, by, as to, 627 

oath, acceptance of office by Postmaster-General, on, necessity for, 628 

obscene matter, powers as to, 644 

obstmctingi officer, offence of, 667 

offences, enumeration of statutory, 659 — 668 

relating to the carriage and delivery of letters, 6SS 
soliciting to commit, offence of, 667, 668 
effsBsivi s&atUr, powers as to^ 644 
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** officer of the post office,*’ meaning of, 680 
officers, privilege extended to, 630 

return of post office property on vacation of office by, 630 
subordinate, appointment of, 628, 629 
outward bound,” meaning of, 631 
parcels, carriage by railway companies, provision for, 633, 663 
tramways, provisions relating to, 664 
conditions upon which carried, 664 
definition of, 633, 653 

foreign, application of Customs Acts to, 654 
Parliament, sanction required to compulsory purchase of land, how obtained, 
635, 636 

parliamentary proceedings, postage charged on unpaid or insufficiently paid, 
641 

penalties, carriage and delivery of letters, relating to the, 633 
failure to return post office property, on, 630 
liability of master of ship in respect of carriage of mails, 665 
offences relating to post office, for, 659 — 668 
penalty, failure to return post office property, on, 630 

liability of master of ship in respect to carrj^ing of mails, 655 
petitions, King, to the exemption from postage, 640, 641 

members of Parliament, to, exemption from postage, 641 
** post,” meaning of, 631 
postcard, meaning of, 643 

post office, affixing unauthorised notices to, offence of, 666 
buildings, not subject to rates, 646 

business, exhibiting unauthorised notices as to carrying on, offence 
of, 666, 666 

constitution and business of, 627, 628 
origin of, 627 

paper, sending or making an imitation of, offence of, 664, 666 
regulations, abuse as to postal facilities, provision, 614 
exemptions determined by, powers, 639 
making and nature of, 636, 637 

powers where postal packet sent in contravention of, 
644 

** post office,” definition of, 630 
postage, meaning of, 637 
payment of, 639 
power to charge, 637 

prepayment by money, when may be made, 639 
rates of, control of Treasury over, 637, 638 
scale of inland, 637 
recovery of, means of, 640 

procedure on, 640 

statutory exemptions from, 610— -642 . , . . . noo 

unpaid or insufficiently prepaid, liabildy of sender in respect of, 639 
postal facilities, additional power of Postmaster-General as to, 649, G60 
.monopoly, infringement of, offence of, 660 
orders, issue of, provision for, 648, 649 

not negotiable instruments, 649 it mn 

position of banks in respect to collection of, 619 
packet, meaning of, 630 ^ r-o, 

packets, collection and despatch of, powers as to, 
despatch or delivery of, order of, 643 
firenernl conditions of transit, 612 

Toss or injury to, non-liability of Postmaster-General for, 612 
powers where sent in contravention of regulations, 644 
registered, provisions relating to, 642, 643 
retention by fraud, offence of, 661, 662 
return of, practice as to, 644 
rates for newspapers, 646 

Postmaster-General, acts of, by whom may be exercised, 

appointment of, 628 « . , . aoo 

subordinate officials by, 628 
assistant, power to appoint, 628 
disposition of land by, powers, 636 
du^ as to accounts, 684 
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Pofttmaster^QenexAl, expenses, how paid, 684 

indemnification by applicant establishing post ox telegraph 
office, 660 

no obligation to return postal packets on, 614 
non-liability for acts of subordinates, 629 

loss or injury to postal packet, 642 
oath on acceptance of office by, necessity for, 628 
powers as to collection and despatch of postal packets, 
681 

registration of newspapers, 647 
of, extent of, 630, 631 
purchase of land by, powers, 634, 686 
vesting of land in, 634 

premises, power of local authorities to contribute towards new or enlarged, 
660, 661 

private posting box, power to declare letter box to be, 646 
property, return of, by officers vacating office, 630 
purpose of the post office,'* meaning of, 634 
railway companies, carriage of parcels by, provision for, 663 
duty as to carrying mail coaches, 652 
liability to officer accompanying mails, 652 
payment to, in respect of carriage of postal packets, 633 
power of Postmaster-General as to conveyance of mails by, 
651 

provision of sorting carriages by, 652 
remuneration for carrying mails, 652 
rates of postage, control of Treasury over, 63 b 

foreign and colonial packets, control of, 638 
inland, scale of, 638 

special, where packets for use of the blind, 633 
post office buildings not subject to, 645 
register of newspapers, power of Postmaster-General as to, 647 
registered postal packets, compensation for loss of, nature of, 613 
provisions relating to, 642, 643 
registration^ newspapers, of, provision for, 647 

notices or lists, exhibiting at or near post offices, provision aa to, 
645 

regulations, exemptions determined by, powers, 639 
power of the Treasury as to, 636, 637 
remuneration, masters of ships, of, for carrying mails, 656 

railway companies, of, for carrying mails, 652 
return postal packets, practice as to, 644 
revenue of post office, to whom payable, 633 
vesting of, 633 

river boats, carriage of letters by, forbidden, 632 

salaries, payment of, 628, 629 

seamen, postage privilege extended to, 641, 642 

ship, carriage of mails by, obligation of masters of outward and inward bound 
vessels as to, 654, 656 

passengers, carriage of letters by, forbidden, 632 
shipmasters, carriage of letters by, forbidden, 632 
shipovmers, carriage of letters by, forbidden, 632 
letters, definition of, 655 

f rovision as to carriage and delivery of, 656 
1, extent of application to post offices, 645 
soldiers, postage privilege extended to, 641, 642 
soliciting to commit offences, offence of, 667, 668 
solicitor, inclusion in staff of post office, 627 
sorting carriages, provision by railway companies, 652 
specif rates, postal packets for use of the blind, for, powers as to, 638 
stamp duty, exemption of documents relating to post office from, 629 
stamps, offences relating to fictitious, 665 

statlone]^, on, powers of Inland Bevenue as to, 640 
steamboats, carriage of mails by, duty of railway companies as to, 652 
summary proceedings, prosecution of offences by, 668« 669 
superazmuation, statutory provision for, 629 
supplement, newspaper, provisions as to, 647 
ielsigrapb post» meaning of, 666 
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to^ demanding, for passage of mails, c^enee, 667 
tolls, exemption of mail carriages from, 656 

teamroads deemed railways for purpose of catrying mails, 662, 663 

tramway compsmy, carriage of malls by, 662 

^ , parcels by, 654 

i^ansmission by post, duration of time of, 661 

Treasury warrant as to regulations, how signified, 636, 637 

Tot^, postage charge in respect of unpaid or insufficiently prepaid. 641 

weights and measures, no testing or condemnation of, 646 
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